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INTRODUCTION. 


Instructed by experience in the legal dangers 
and penalties that attend the premature disclosure 
of historical truth, I do not nourish the intention 
of permitting these memoirs to see the light till I 
shall have been removed from the scene. I have 
done more: I have taken effectual precautions to 
prevent the possibility of their being published 
during the life of his present Majesty George the 
Fourth. In fact, the mention which I made of 
Count Woronzow, when relating the circum¬ 
stances connected with the marriage of the Prin¬ 
cess Royal to the late Duke of Wirtemberg, in 
the “ Memoirs of my own Time,” published in 
April 1815, constituted only the ostensible pre¬ 
text for the judgment then pronounced against 
me. My real offence consisted in the facts or 
opinions respecting men and measures recorded 
throughout that work. Garrow, then attorney- 
general, who was retained by Woronzow, levelled 
his severest censures, not so much against the 
particular passage for which I was prosecuted, as 
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against the memoirs themselves, which he depic¬ 
tured in colours the most calculated to produce 
a rigorous sentence. The court condemned me, 
for an unintentional fault, to six months’ im¬ 
prisonment, together with a fine of five hundred 
pounds. 

How averse Count Woronzow was that such a 
judgment should be carried • into execution, he 
demonstrated in the most unequivocal manner. 
On the very same day, the 16th of May 1816, 
when 1 was sent to the King’s Bench, he applied 
in person to Lord Sidmouth, then secretary of 
state for the home department, to solicit the im¬ 
mediate remission of my whole sentence. He repeat¬ 
edly urged the same request to the Earl of Liver¬ 
pool, and to Lord Castlereagh. Nor did he stop 
at the ministers, but twice personally addressed 
the regent himself on the subject. Finding, 
nevertheless, that all his efforts were ineffectual, 
and that ministers treated with neglect every ap¬ 
plication in my favour, he sent his son-in-law, 
my friend the Earl of Pembroke, to inform me 
of the circumstances here related. That noble¬ 
man having called on me while I was walking in 
the marshal’s garden, on the twelfth of July, ex¬ 
pressed in the strongest terms Count Woronzow’s 
concern at the inefficiency of his exertions to pro¬ 
cure my liberation from imprisonment, as well as 
the remission of the fine. He at the same time 
disclaimed, on the part of the count, his having 
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ever authorized the attorney-general to call for a 
vindictive judgment against me; his only object 
in the prosecution having been to clear up his 
diplomatic character, as minister of the Empress 
Catherine the Second at the British court. 

Some days, however, previously to Lord Pem¬ 
broke's visit, as early as the sixth of July, I had 
received a verbal message from Viscount Sid- 
mouth, delivered by General Manners, first 
equerry to the king. It informed me, that if I 
would petition the regent for my liberation. Lord 
Sidmouth would lay it before his royal highness; 
which step would probably be productive of im¬ 
mediate and agreeable results. I instantly replied, 
that I preferred remaining in confinement until 
the 16th of the ensuing month of November, 
when the period of my detention would expire; 
and then to pay the fine, rather than submit to 
present a petition. 1 added, that' having only 
wounded Count Woronzow’s feelings, without 
malice or design of any kind, by the mention of 
an historical fact,—for which unintentional offence 
I had made him the most prompt, public^ and 
ample reparation in my power,—I had already ac¬ 
quitted myself towards him ;—but that, neverthe¬ 
less, I was ready to address a respectful letter to the 
regent, requesting him to remit my fine, and to 
abbreviate my imprisonment. Having received 
in the course of the same morning, from General 
Manners, Lord Sidmouth’s assent to my proposi- 
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tion, I immediately drew up a short address to his 
royal highness. General Manners conveyed this 
letter to its destination, and the regent laid it 
before the chancellor, Lord Ellenborough, and the 
cabinet ministers. With their approbation, it was 
determined to remit my fine, and to liberate my 
person; but, not till towards the close of August. 
This resolution was communicated to me verbally 
from Lord Sidmouth, by General Manners, on 
Saturday the thirteenth of July, the day subse¬ 
quent to Lord Pembroke’s visit; which visit was 
probably no secret to ministers. Count Woron- 
zow, it is apparent, was determined to prove, that 
though he had instituted a prosecution against me, 
in order to vindicate his official diplomatic con* 
duct, yet he had made every effort to prevent the 
execution of the judgment. The government, 
however hostile towards me, then judged it 
proper to interpose by shortening the period of 
my detention. 

An event which took place in the month of 
August, retarded during a few days my liberation. 
The regent was seized with so violent a disorder 
while at the Stud-house, Hampton Court, as to 
render impracticable his removal. On Tuesday, 
the 20th of August, his life was pronounced 
to be in the most imminent danger. He re¬ 
covered nevertheless with surprizing rapidity, and 
the remission arrived from Lord Sidmouth’s office 
on the 30th of the same month. I did not. 
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however, quit my residence before the afternoon 
of the ensuing day. My confinement, indeed, had 
been rendered so mild as to leave me little except 
the name of a prison. I occupied two airy, spa¬ 
cious apartments, situate over the vestibule con¬ 
tiguous to, but not within the inner walls. The 
Earl of Abingdon, who, as well as myself, had 
been sent to the King’s Bench, for a libel, many 
years earlier, inhabited them during his deten¬ 
tion; and they had been recently occupied by 
Lord Cochrane. Every possible indulgence and 
attention was shewn me by Mr. Jones, the mar¬ 
shal, and by his subordinate officers, from the mo¬ 
ment of my arrival, to the time of my departure. 

Never, I believe, did any literary work procure 
for its author a more numerous list of powerful 
and inveterate enemies, than were produced by 
those “ Memoirs of my own Time.” The queen, 
the regent, and the princesses of the royal family, 
far from being satisfied with a portrait of George 
the Third, which, if it errs, can only be censured 
for presenting a too favourable likeness, were in¬ 
censed at the freedom with which I had com¬ 
mented on the peace of 1763, as Well as at the 
personal disclosures respecting the king himself, 
scattered throughout the memoirs. As little did 
the admirers or followers of Pitt approve my pic¬ 
ture of that minister, though, in my opinion, 
rather a flattering resemblance: while Fox’s par¬ 
tisans exhibited the most violent resentment at 
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my strictures on his moral, as well as on his poli¬ 
tical character. The just and impartial likeness of 
Charles Jenkinson displeased the first lord of the 
treasury, his son, in the highest degree. Many of 
Lord North’s friends or connexions, insensible to 
the justice that I had done to that most accom¬ 
plished and amiable nobleman, expressed the ut¬ 
most dissatisfaction ^t my remarks on his junction 
with Fox in 1788. I must except, however, from 
this observation, his two sons-in-law. Lord Shef¬ 
field and Lord Glenbervie. The descendants of 
the Earl of Bute were implacable. From the 
present Marquis of Lansdown, I was indirectly 
threatened through a high quarter (the late excel¬ 
lent and regretted Sir Samuel Romilly) with new 
prosecutions in the court of King’s Bench, on ac¬ 
count of the unavoidable reflections which I had 
made on the circumstances attending the resigna¬ 
tion of his father, the Earl of Shelburne. Men in 
official situations, or enjoying salaries from the 
Crown, were disgracefully selected to compose the 
article of the “ Quarterly Review,” which held up 
the “ Memoirs,” not to fair and liberal criticism, 
but to general reprobation, as an imbecile and , 
immoral work: while the “ Edinburgh Review,” 
in defiance of history, and substituting impudence 
to cover ignorance of facts, attacked me in the 
most virulent language. Such was the combina¬ 
tion of assailants which my inflexible regard to 
truth assembled from the most opposite quarters. 
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AI1 these clamorous and calumnious efforts 
were nevertheless far overbalanced, in my esti¬ 
mation, by one testimony to its veracity which 
I received, and which I may now communicate to 
the world. The most prejudiced reader will con¬ 
template it with respect. It was given by a gen¬ 
tleman of antient descent, of high character, and 
of large property; a near relative of Lord North, 
who had held a place in George the Third’s family, 
as one of the grooms of his bedchamber, during 
nearly forty years, from 1775, down to the King’s 
final loss of reason. I allude to the late Sir George 
Osbom. In a letter which he addressed to me 
from his residence at Chicksands Priory in Bed¬ 
fordshire, dated on the 2nd of June 1816, only 
eighteen days after my commitment to the King’s 
Bench, he thus expresses himself:—“ I have your 
first edition here, and have perused it again with 
much attention. I pledge my name, that I per- 
sonaUy know nine parts out of ten of your anec¬ 
dotes to be perfectly correct. You are im¬ 
prisoned for giving to future ages a perfect pic¬ 
ture of our time, and as interesting as Claren¬ 
don.” The last letter which I ever received from 
Sir George Osborn, written from his residence in 
Charles-street, Berkeley-square, on the 8th of 
May 1818, contains still stronger attestations to 
the accuracy and fidelity of my memoirs. He 
mentions in particular, with warm approbation, 
my character of Lord North, as well as my ac- 
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count of the peace of 1783, and of “ the coalition 
adding, “ Say with Milton, 

“ Graiorum laus est suis potuisse placere, 

Sit mea temporibus displicuisse mei&“ 

This letter may be considered as expressing his 
dying opinions. He expired on the following 
29th of June. I cannot too highly value such 
recognitions, which outweigh a volume of invec¬ 
tive. It required indeed no little manliness of 
mind, and independence of character, to deliver 
testimonies so strong under his hand, addressed 
to a person in my situation. 

N. Wm. Wraxall. 

\ 

Charlton, near Cheltenham, 

15th of May, 1825. 
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April 1784.—During the interval of near eight 
weeks which elapsed between the dissolution of 
the old parliament, and the time indicated for the 
convocation of the new assembly, all attention 
was directed to the general election. The sue* 
cessful exertions of the ministry, principally di¬ 
rected by Robinson, had gradually undermined 
the majority possessed by Lord North and Fox* 
till it sunk nearly to an equality; and the sove* 
reign then interposing his prerogative, dissolved 
the parliament: but the people, and the people 
-only, could sustain Pitt in his elevation. Never 
since the accession of the house of Hanover did 
the crown or the treasury make less pecuniary 
efforts for obtaining favourable returns to the 
house of commons, than in 1784! The general 
partiality felt towards government, throughout 
the country, which sentiment rose to enthusiasm; 
together with the condemnation which the coali- 
vol, r. 
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tion had incurred;—these sentiments supplied the 
want of every other means. Corruption for once 
became almost unnecessary; and such was the vio¬ 
lence of the popular predilection, that instances 
occurred in various boroughs, of men being for¬ 
cibly stopped, detained, and finally returned as 
members to parliament, who were accidentally 
passing through the place of election, but whose 
known political principles constituted a sufficient 
recommendation. 

However productive of national benefit in the 
aggregate this spirit might be esteemed, yet there 
occurred partial and individual examples of ex¬ 
clusion, which all moderate persons regretted. It 
was difficult to see without concern a man of 
such integrity as Lord John Cavendish making 
way, at York, for Viscount Galway. I well knew 
the latter nobleman, of whom it would be diffi¬ 
cult to commemorate anything very meritorious, 
and who, whenever he rose to address the house, 
as he sometimes did during long debates, at 
very late hours, was usually in a state which 
should have impelled him to silence. His exer¬ 
tions at York in opposing the Cavendish interest, 
when combined with his affinity to the Rutland 
family, placed him nevertheless about the person 
of the king, as comptroller of his majesty’s house¬ 
hold, decorated with the order of the Bath. 

Mr. Coke, whose descent, respectable character, 
immense landed estates, and agricultural pursuits 
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or occupations, so beneficial in their tendency, had 
seated him as representative for the county of 
Norfolk,—a man relative to whom Sheridan many 
years afterwards observed, speaking in his place, 
that “ Mr. Coke disdained to hide his head within 
a coronet when offered him,”—yet even he, over¬ 
borne by the current, made way for Sir John 
Wodehouse, who has since been elevated by Pitt 
to the British peerage. 

George Byng, whose ardent devotion and in¬ 
defatigable zeal, which rendered him highly use¬ 
ful to his party, induced Sheridan to exclaim, on 
hearing of Byng’s ill success at Brentford, 

“ 1 could have better spared a better man;’' 
after a desperate contest maintained against 
Wilkes, for the county of Middlesex, yielded to 
his more popular antagonist. So strong was the 
general enthusiasm, that neither high birth, nor 
extended property, nor long parliamentary ser¬ 
vices, nor talents however eminent, could always 
secure a seat, unless sustained by opinions favour¬ 
able to administration. 

Erskine, who had so recently been brought in 
by Fox for Portsmouth, disappeared as a member 
of the house; but being employed in his pro¬ 
fessional capacity as counsel for Fox on the 
Westminster election, he soon re-appeared at the 
bar, where, by the insulting keenness of his ob¬ 
servations on the proceedings in Covent Garden, 
he speedily attracted animadversion. 

b 2 
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David Hartley, the “ Dinner-bell” of the 
house, whose interminable speeches were, if pos¬ 
sible, still more dreaded for their dulness than for 
their length; General Conway, so lately placed 
at the head of the forces; Mr. Foljambe, the heir 
and representative of Sir George Savile, as mem¬ 
ber for the county of York,—were all overwhelm¬ 
ed in the common destruction. Pitt became a 
candidate for the University of Cambridge ; and 
that learned body, conscious that “ the spirit of 
distributing prebends and bishopricks” had been 
transferred from the coalition, placed him at the 
head of the poll, giving him Lord Euston as his 
colleague; thus rejecting both their late repre¬ 
sentatives, the Hon. John Townsend, and the 
solicitor-general, Mansfield. 

Few men held a higher place in Fox’s friend¬ 
ship than the former; a place to which he was 
well entitled by the elegance of his mind, his 
various accomplishments, and steady adherence 
throughout life. Though not endowed with 
eminent parliamentary talents, he possessed an 
understanding highly cultivated, set off by the 
most pleasing manners. If party could ever feel 
regret, it would have been excited by his exclu¬ 
sion from a seat so honourable in itself as that 
of the University of Cambridge, to which he had 
attained by unwearied personal exertions. 

Earl Verney and Mr. Thomas Grenville, mem¬ 
bers for the county of Buckingham, the latter of 
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whom, unlike his two brothers, remained firmly 
attached to Fox; Sir Charles Bunbury, who had 
long represented Suffolk; and various other emi¬ 
nent supporters of the coalition , were swept away 
by the popular effervescence. 

Pitt’s triumph remained, however, still incom¬ 
plete while his antagonist continued to represent 
Westminster; and every effort was made by the 
court, as well as by the government, to expel 
Fox from a situation so painfully conspicuous in 
parliament. All minor election interests were 
swallowed up in this struggle, which held not 
only the capital, but the nation in suspense; 
while it rendered Covent Garden, and its vici¬ 
nity, during successive weeks, a scene of outrage, 
and even of bloodshed, resembling the Polish 
dietines. 

Three candidates appeared on the hustings, of 
whom Lord Hood stood foremost, having been 
selected for his naval services as a proper person 
to come forward on the occasion. Those services, 
though not equally resplendent with Lord Rod¬ 
ney’s victory over He Grasse, had nevertheless 
strongly recommended him to general favour; 
nor were there wanting persons who considered 
him as Rodney’s superior in maritime science and 
nautical skill. 

Sir Cecil Wray had already represented West¬ 
minster in the late house of commons, during 
nearly two years, having succeeded to the va- 
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cancy caused in 1782 by Lord Rodney’s eleva¬ 
tion to the peerage. He united many qualifica¬ 
tions, which in ordinary times might have ren¬ 
dered him an eligible representative for that city. 
Descended from an honourable and ancient stock, 
raised to the baronetage by James the First, 
nearly at the period when that order of hereditary 
knighthood was originally instituted, he possessed 
likewise a considerable estate in the county of 
Lincoln. His moral character stood unblemish¬ 
ed ; and if he could boast of no superior ability, 
yet his conciliating manners acquired him many 
friends. Unfortunately, as contested elections 
bring out into daylight every defect, his enemies 
accused Sir Cecil of parsimony; perhaps more 
inimical to success in an appeal to popular favour 
than much graver faults. Notwithstanding the 
popular prejudice thus excited against him, the 
poll, which had commenced on the first day of 
April, inclined during the greater part of that 
month in his favour. As late as the 26th he still 
maintained a small superiority in numbers over 
Fox, and sanguine persons anticipated with a 
degree of confidence his final success. 

May .—In so critical a state of the contest, 
when every hour became precious, a new and 
powerful ally appeared, who soon changed the 
aspect of affairs, and succeeded in ultimately 
placing Fox, though not first, yet second on the 
list of candidates. This auxiliary was no other 
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than the Duchess of Devonshire, one of the most 
distinguished females of high rank whom the last 
century produced. Her personal charms consti¬ 
tuted her smallest pretension to universal admi¬ 
ration; nor did her beauty consist, like that of 
the Gunnings, in regularity of features and fault¬ 
less formation of limbs and shape: it lay in the 
amenity and graces of her deportment, in her 
irresistible manners, and the seduction of her 
society. Her hair was not without a tinge of 
red; and her face, though pleasing, yet had it not 
been illuminated by her mind, might have been 
considered as an ordinary countenance. Descend¬ 
ed in the fourth degree lineally from Sarah Jen¬ 
nings, the wife of John Churchill, Duke of 
Marlborough, she resembled the portraits of that 
celebrated woman. In addition to the external 
advantages which she had received from nature 
and fortune, she possessed an ardent temper, 
susceptible of deep as well as strong impressions; 
a cultivated understanding, illuminated by a taste 
for poetry and the fine arts; much sensibility, 
not exempt perhaps from vanity and coquetry. 
To her mother, the Dowager Countess Spencer, 
she was attached with more than common filial 
affection, of which she exhibited pecuniary proofs 
rarely given by a daughter to her parent. Nor 
did she display less attachment to her sister Lady 
Duncannon. Her heart might be considered as 
the seat of those emotions which sweeten human 
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life, adorn our nature, and diffuse a nameless 
charm over existence. 

Lady Duncannon, however inferior to the 
duchess in elegance of mind and in personal beauty, 
equalled her in sisterly love. During the month 
of July 1811, a very short time before the decease 
of the late Duke of Devonshire, I visited the 
vault in the principal church of Derby, where 
repose the remains of the Cavendish family. As 
I stood contemplating the coffin which contained 
the ashes of that admired female, the woman who 
accompanied me pointed out the relics of a bou¬ 
quet which lay upon the lid, nearly collapsed into 
dust. “ That nosegay,” said she, “ was brought 
here by the Countess of Besborough, who had 
designed to place it with her own hands on her 
sister’s coffin. But, overcome by her emotions on 
approaching the spot, she found herself unable to 
descend the steps conducting to the vault. In an 
agony of grief she knelt down on the stones, 
as nearly over the place occupied by the corpse as 
I could direct, and there deposited the flowers, 
enjoining me the performance of an office to 
which she was unequal. I fulfilled her wishes.” 

Such as I have here described her, was Georgi¬ 
ans, Duchess of Devonshire, who, for her beauty, 
accomplishments, and the decided part which she 
took against the minister of her day, may be 
aptly compared to Anne Genevieve de Bourbon, 
Duchesse de Longueville, in the French annals. 
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immortalized by La Rochefoucault’s passion for 
her, nor less famous for her opposition to Anne of 
Austria and Mazarin, during the minority of 
Louis the Fourteenth. This charming person 
gave her hand, at seventeen years of age, to Wil¬ 
liam, Duke of Devonshire; a nobleman whose 
constitutional apathy formed his distinguishing 
characteristic. His figure was tall and manly, 
though not animated or graceful; his manners 
always calm and unruffled. He seemed to be in¬ 
capable of any strong emotion, and destitute of 
all energy or activity of mind. As play became 
indispensable in order to rouse him from this 
lethargic habit, and to awaken his torpid facul¬ 
ties, he passed his evenings usually at Brookes’s, 
engaged at whist or faro. Yet, beneath so quiet 
an exterior, he possessed a highly improved un¬ 
derstanding ; and on all disputes that occasionally 
arose among the members of the club, relative to 
passages of the Homan poets or historians, I know 
that appeal was commonly made to the duke, and 
his decision or opinion was regarded as final. In¬ 
heriting with his immense fortune the hereditary 
probity characteristic of the family of Cavendish; 
if not a superior man, he was an honourable and 
respectable member of society. Nor did the som¬ 
nolent tranquillity of his temper by any means 
render him insensible to the seduction of female 
charms. The present Duchess Dowager of De¬ 
vonshire, after having long constituted the object 



10 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 

of his avowed attachment, and long maintained 
the firmest hold of his affections, as Lady Eliza¬ 
beth Foster, finished by becoming his second wife. 

The opposition, if considered as a party, enjoyed 
at this time some political advantages, which pro¬ 
bably never can be again realized in so eminent a 
degree as they existed in 1784. Three palaces, 
situate at the west end of the town, the gates of 
which were constantly thrown open to every par¬ 
liamentary adherent of the coalition, then formed 
rallying points of union. The first of these struc¬ 
tures, Devonshire House, placed on a command¬ 
ing eminence in Piccadilly, opposite to the Green 
Park, seemed to look down on the Queen’s House, 
constructed by Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham¬ 
shire, in a situation much less favoured by nature. 
In right of his maternal descent from the Boyles, 
Earls of Burlington, the magnificent mansion of 
that name, in the same street, at a very inconsi¬ 
derable distance to the east, constituted likewise 
a part of the Duke of Devonshire’s patrimonial 
property. It was then occupied by his brother- 
in-law, the Duke of Portland; who, as the ac¬ 
knowledged leader of the Whigs since the Mar¬ 
quis of Rockingham’s decease, could not shut his 
doors, even had he been so inclined, against his 
followers. Carlton House itself, newly become 
the residence of the Prince of Wales, might be 
considered as the asylum of all Fox’s friends; 
where perpetual entertainments of every descrip- 
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tion cheered them under the heavy reverse of 
fortune which they had recently experienced, and 
held out the prospect of a more prosperous futu¬ 
rity. Meanwhile, the month of April verging to 
its close, and almost all the inhabitants of the 
metropolis who possessed votes for Westminster 
having been already polled, there remained no 
resource equal to the emergency, except by bring¬ 
ing up the voters residing in the outskirts of the 
town, or in the circumjacent villages. 

This task, however irksome it might be to a 
female of so elevated a class, and little consonant 
as it seemed even to female delicacy under certain 
points of view, the Duchess of Devonshire cheer¬ 
fully undertook in such a cause. Having asso¬ 
ciated to the execution her sister. Viscountess 
Duncannon, who participated the duchess’s poli¬ 
tical enthusiasm; these ladies, being previously 
furnished with lists of out-lying voters, drove to 
their respective dwellings. Neither entreaties nor 
promises were spared. In some instances even 
personal caresses were said to have been permit¬ 
ted, in order to prevail on the surly or inflexible; 
and there can be no doubt of common mechanics 
having been conveyed to the hustings, on more 
than one occasion, by the duchess, in her own 
coach. 

The effect of so powerful an intervention 
soon manifested itself. During the first days 
of May, Fox, who a month earlier had fallen 
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above a hundred votes behind Sir Cecil, passed 
him by at least that number. Conscious, never¬ 
theless, that the least relaxation in their efforts 
might probably enable the adversary to resume 
his superiority, and aware of the exertions 
which government would make to ensure the 
success of their candidate; the duchess, sacri¬ 
ficing her time wholly to the object, never inter¬ 
mitted for a single day her laborious toils. In 
fact, ministers did not fail to bring forward an 
opponent of no ordinary description, in the per¬ 
son of the Countess of Salisbury, whose husband 
had been recently appointed to the office of 
lord chamberlain. 

In graces of person and demeanour, no less than 
in mental attainments. Lady Salisbury yielded to 
few females of the court of George the Third. 
But she wanted, nevertheless, two qualities emi¬ 
nently contributing to success in such a struggle, 
both which met in her political rival. The first 
of these was youth ; the duchess numbering 
scarcely twenty-six years, while the countess had 
nearly completed thirty-four. 

. The Duchess of Devonshire never seemed to 
be conscious of her rank ; Lady Salisbury ceased 
not for an instant to remember, and to compel 
others to recollect it. Nor did the effects fail to 
correspond with the moral causes thus put into 
action. Every day augmenting Fox’s majority, 
it appeared that on the 16th of May, to which 
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period the contest was protracted, he stood two 
hundred and thirty-five votes above Sir Cecil on 
the books of the poll. 

17 th May .—Under those circumstances it be¬ 
came unquestionably the duty of the returning offi¬ 
cer to declare that Lord Hood and Fox possessed 
an ostensible plurality of votes. The high bailiff, 
Corbett, being in the interests of the administra¬ 
tion, chose nevertheless rather to violate all the 
rules laid down for governing elections, and even 
to leave Westminster wholly unrepresented in 
parliament, than to return Fox as one of the 
members. Yielding to the demands for a scru¬ 
tiny made by the friends of Sir Cecil, Corbett 
thus contrived to elude and to postpone all deci¬ 
sion on the main point; but he could not prevent 
the popular triumph of “ the Man of the Peo¬ 
ple,” as he was denominated by his own adhe¬ 
rents. 

• The procession in honour of Fox’s election in¬ 
stantly took place. After having carried the suc¬ 
cessful candidate, elevated in a chair adorned 
with laurel, through the principal streets at the 
west end of the town; the gates of Carlton House 
being thrown open expressly for the purpose. 
Fox, followed by the populace, passed through 
the court in front of the palace. The ostrich 
plumes, which transport us to the* field of Cressy, 
and which during more than four centuries have 
constituted the crest of the successive heirs appa-t 
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rent to the English throne, were openly borne 
before the newly-elected member:—an exhibition 
that inspired many beholders with sentiments 
such as were felt by numbers among the Roman 
people, when Antony displayed the deities of 
Egypt, mingled with the eagles of the republic; 

“ Interque signa, turpe, militaria, 

Sol adspicit can ope urn.” 

Nor were the eminent election services rendered 
by the Duchess of Devonshire and other distin¬ 
guished females forgotten, when celebrating so 
joyful an event; a flag, on which was inscribed 
“ Sacred to Female Patriotism,” being waved by 
a horseman in the cavalcade. The equipages of 
the Dukes of Devonshire and Portland, drawn 
each by six horses, attracted less attention than 
Fox’s own carriage; on the box of which, or 
mounted on the braces and other parts, were seen 
the Hon. Colonel North, Lord North’s eldest son, 
afterwards Earl of Guildford; Mr. Adam, who, 
only a few years before, had wounded the mem¬ 
ber for Westminster in a duel; and various other 
friends or followers of Lord North, now inter¬ 
mingled with their former adversaries. Burke 
was not, however, to be found among this motley 
group. The procession finally terminated at De¬ 
vonshire House; where, on its entering the great 
court in front of the edifice, the Prince of Wales, 
who had already saluted the successful candidate 
from the garden wall on the side of Berkeley- 
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street, appeared within the balustrade before the 
mansion, accompanied by the most eminent indi¬ 
viduals of both sexes, attached to the coalition. 
Fox then dismissed the assembled mob, with a 
brief harangue; but their intemperate joy was 
manifested at night by illuminations, to which 
succeeded some acts of brutal violence and insult, 
principally levelled against Lord Temple’s house 
in Fall Mall, who had become obnoxious to the 
party, from the early and conspicuous share that 
he had taken in producing a change of ministers. 

18/A May .—These demonstrations of the exul¬ 
tation inspired by Fox’s triumph, appearing, ne¬ 
vertheless, still inadequate to the magnitude and 
importance of the occasion, the Prince deter¬ 
mined to celebrate it by giving an appropriate 
entertainment at Carlton House. Having select¬ 
ed for that purpose the following morning, when 
all the rank, beauty, and talents of the opposition 
party were assembled by invitation on the lawn 
of his palace, the weather being uncommonly 
fine, a splendid f&te took place, precisely at the 
time when his majesty was proceeding in state 
down St. James’s Park, in order to open the new 
parliament. The wall of Carlton gardens, and 
that barrier only, formed the separation between 
them. Here, while the younger part of the com¬ 
pany were more actively engaged, might be con¬ 
templated, under the umbrage of trees, an exhibi¬ 
tion such as fancy places in the Elysian Fields, the 
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“ secies discretas piorutn” where all mortal recol¬ 
lections or enmities are supposed to be obliterat¬ 
ed. Lord North, dressed, like every other indi¬ 
vidual invited, in his new livery of blue and buff, 
beheld himself surrounded by those very persons 
who, scarcely fifteen months earlier, affected to 
regard him as an object of national execration, 
deserving capital punishment. They now crowd¬ 
ed round him, to admire the sallies of his wit, or 
to applaud the playful charms of his conversation. 
Lord Derby and Lord Beauchamp, two noble¬ 
men long opposed to each other; Colonel North 
and George Byng, enemies lately the most inve¬ 
terate; Fitzpatrick and Adam, depositing their 
animosities at the Prince’s feet, or rather at the 
altar of ambition and of interest,—were here seen 
to join in perfect harmony. 

The scene of festivity became transferred on 
the same night to Lower Grosvenor-street, where 
Mrs. Crewe, the lady of Mr. Crewe, (then mem¬ 
ber for the county, of Chester, since raised by 
Fox' to the peerage in 1806,) gave a splendid 
entertainment,- in commemoration of the vic¬ 
tory obtained over ministers in Covent Garden. 
Though necessarily conducted on a more limited 
scale than that of the morning, it exhibited not 
less its own appropriate features, and was com¬ 
posed of nearly the same company. Mrs. Crewe, 
the intimate friend of Fox, one of the most 
accomplished and charming women of her time, 



MRS. CREWE. 


IT 


had exerted herself in securing his election, if hot 
as efficaciously, yet as enthusiastically, as the 
Duchess of Devonshire. On this occasion the 
ladies, no less than the men, were all habited 
in blue and buff. The Prince of Wales was 
present in that dress. After supper a toast hav¬ 
ing been given by his royal highness, consisting 
of the words “ True Blue, and Mrs. Crewe,” 
which was received with rapture; she rose, and 
proposed another health, expressive of her grati¬ 
tude, and not less laconic, namely, “ True Blue, 
Mid all of you.” 

Nor did the exhibitions of party joy terminate 
here. Under the auspices of the heir-apparent, 
his residence presented, some days later, a second 
f&te of the most expensive, magnificent, and va¬ 
ried description ; prolonged in defiance of usage, 
and almost of human nature, from the noon of 
one day to the following morning. Every pro¬ 
duction that taste and luxury could assemble, 
was exhausted; the foreign ministers resident in 
London assisting at its celebration. A splendid 
banquet was served up to the ladies;- on.whom, 
in the spirit of chivalry, his royal highness and 
the gentlemen present waited while they were 
seated at table. It must be owned that on these 
occasions, for which he seemed peculiarly formed, 
he appeared to great advantage. Louis the Four¬ 
teenth himself could scarcely have eclipsed the 
son of George the Third in a ball-room, or when 
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doing the honours of his palace, surrounded by 
the pomp and attributes of luxury and royal state. 

While the opposition thus indulged their in¬ 
temperate joy on the election victory won with 
so much difficulty, Pitt, more judiciously em¬ 
ployed in cementing the foundations of his poli¬ 
tical elevation, distributed peerages among his 
adherents. He had early secured the powerful 
co-operation of the Duke of Northumberland, 
who, from his vast property, when added to his 
local and official influence throughout the county 
of Middlesex, possessed a commanding interest in 
Westminster. 

This nobleman, from the condition of a York¬ 
shire baronet of the name of Smithson, had, in 
consequence of his marriage with the heiress 
of the Percys, been successively raised to the 
dignities of Earl and Duke of Northumber¬ 
land. His eldest son, Earl Percy, having formed 
a matrimonial alliance with Lady Anne Stuart, 
daughter of the Earl of Bute, which proved 
equally unhappy and destitute of issue; the 
duchess, his mother, turned her eyes'^towards 
Lord Algernon, her second and only remaining 
son, as the best chance for perpetuating the line. 
Being of a delicate and feeble constitution, he 
had, by order of his physicians, visited the South 
of France, in which country he passed the winter 
of the year 1774 at the city of Aix in Provence. 
During an excursion which he made to Marseilles, 



LORD ALGERNON PERCY.—THE BURRELLS. 19 

Lord Algernon accidentally met, in private com¬ 
pany, the second daughter of Mr. Burrell, a com¬ 
missioner of excise. Having accompanied her 
father to the shore of the Mediterranean, where 
he had repaired in pursuit of health, it was her 
fortune to make a deep impression on Lord Al¬ 
gernon. The Duchess of Northumberland, sink¬ 
ing under a decayed constitution, which was 
rapidly conducting her to the grave, and anxious 
to see her youngest son married, readily consented 
to their union, which took place in 1775, about 
eighteen months previous to her own decease. 
From this contingency may be said to have ori¬ 
ginated the rapid elevation of the Burrell family; 
one of the most singular events of our time. 

Scarcely three years after Lady Algernon 
Percy’s marriage, the youngest of her sisters 
bestowed her hand on the Duke of Hamilton; 
since whose death she has been, a second time, 
united to the Marquis of Exeter. 

In 1779, the late Duke of Northumberland, 
then Earl Percy, having obtained a divorce from 
his countess, selected for his second wife Mr. 
Burrell’s sole remaining unmarried daughter. 

But the fortune of the family was by no means 
confined to the females. The only son, a young 
man (it must be owned, for I knew him well,) of 
the most graceful person and the most engaging 
manners, having captivated the affections of Lady 
Elizabeth Bertie, eldest daughter of Peregrine, 
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Duke of Ancaster, she married him. Scarcely 
had the nuptials taken place, when* her brother, 
the young duke, not yet twenty-three years of 
age, was carried off by a sudden and violent dis¬ 
temper. The ducal title reverted back to his 
uncle; but a barony of Edward the Second’s 
creation, early in the fourteenth century, namely, 
Willoughby of Eresby, descended, together with 
great part of the Ancaster estates, to Lady Eliza¬ 
beth Burrell. Nor did this peerage constitute 
her only dowry; with it she likewise inherited, 
during her life, the high feudal office of lord 
great chamberlain of England, which has been 
ever since executed by her husband or son. Fi¬ 
nally, Mr. Burrell himself, after being first knight¬ 
ed, was raised to the rank of a British peer in 
1796, by the title of Lord Gwydir. 

In no private family, within my remembrance, 
has that prosperous chain of events which we 
denominate fortune, appeared to be so conspi¬ 
cuously displayed, or so strongly exemplified, as 
in the case before us. The peerage of the Burrells 
was not derived from any of the obvious sources 
that almost exclusively and invariably cqnduct, 
among us, to that eminence. It did not flow from 
favouritism, like the dignities attained by Carr 
and Villiers under James the First, or by the 
Earls of Warwick and of Holland in the succeed¬ 
ing reign. As little was it produced by female 
charms, such as first raised the Churchills in 1685, 
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the Hobarts under George the Second, and the 
Conynghams at a very recent period. Nor did 
it arise from pre-eminent parliamentary abilities, 
combined with eloquence; such as enabled Pul- 
teney and Pitt, disdaining all gradations, and 
trampling on obstacles, to seize at once on earl¬ 
doms as their birthright. Neither was it the 
reward of long, patient, supple, laborious, official 
talents and services, by which, in our time, Jen- 
kinson, Eden, Dundas, and Vansittart were car¬ 
ried up to the house of lords. Mr. Burrell, who 
was destitute of any profession, could not open 
to himself the doors of that assembly by legal 
knowledge, or by resplendent achievements per¬ 
formed on either element, of the land or of the 
water. Lastly, he possessed no such overwhelm¬ 
ing borough interest, or landed property, as could 
enable him at a propitious juncture, like Sir 
James Lowther, to dictate his pleasure to minis¬ 
ters and to kings. The patrimonial inheritance 
of the Burrells was composed of a very small 
estate situate at Beckenham in Kent. In his 
figure, address, and advantages of person, accom¬ 
panied with great elegance of deportment, might 
be said to consist the foundations of his elevation. 
But even these qualities or endowments, which 
effected his marriage with a daughter of the 
Duke of Ancaster, would not have advanced him 
beyond the rank of a commoner, if an event the 
most improbable, namely, the death of his brother- 
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in-law, the young duke, though cast by nature in 
an athletic mould, had not rendered his wife a 
peeress in her own right; vesting in her, at the 
same time, one of the greatest hereditary offices 
of the English monarchy. As little did his three 
sisters owe their elevation to extraordinary beauty, 
such as triumphed over all competition, and sur¬ 
mounted every obstacle, in the instance of the 
Gunnings. Never were any women, in fact, less 
endowed with uncommon attractions of external 
form, than the three sisters just enumerated. 
Modest, amiable, virtuous, they were destitute 
of those fascinating graces which the fugitive 
of Philippi attempts to describe in their effects, 
when he asks Lyc6, 

—- " Quid habes illius, illius 

Quae spirabat amores, 

Quae me surpuerat mihi ? 99 

I will conclude this digression on the Burrells 
by adding one fact more, scarcely less remarkable 
than those already commemorated; namely, that 
the charms which nature had so sparingly be¬ 
stowed on the three younger sisters, who married 
some of the greatest noblemen in Britain, were 
lavished on the eldest, who gave her hand to 
Mr. Bennett, a private gentleman. I have rarely 
seen, and scarcely ever known, a more captivating 
woman in every point of female attraction. 

Sir Hugh Smithson, after having attained in 
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his own person to the dukedom of Northum¬ 
berland, which no man had reached since John 
Dudley, under Edward the Sixth, accepted at this 
time from the minister a barony, with remainder 
to his youngest son. Lord Algernon Percy. He 
succeeded to it in 1786, on the duke’s demise; 
and four years later, Pitt raised him to the earl¬ 
dom of Beverley. We have recently beheld the 
late Duke of Northumberland, treading in the 
traces of his predecessor, procure in like manner 
a peerage for his younger son. So exactly is 
human life, and is history, composed of nearly 
the same facts, performed under different names, 
in successive periods. The king, who had held 
fast' the key of the house of lords during eight 
months that the coalition remained in power, now 
unlocked its doors; four earls, and six barons, 
being either admitted for the first time into that 
assembly, or raised to higher gradations of the 
peerage, previous to the day fixed for the meet¬ 
ing of parliament. Lord de Ferrars of Chartley, 
eldest son of Lord Townsend, became Earl of 
Leicester. He was a man of an improved mind, 
agreeable manners, licentious life, and entertaining 
conversation. No individual of eminence in my 
time was supposed to possess so much heraldic 
and genealogical information. Descended on both 
sides from a train of noble ancestors, he inherited, 
in right of his mother, no less than five baronies 
of the most antient date, remounting to the dose 



34 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1784. 

of the thirteenth century^ Having asked his 
father’s permission to be created Earl of Leicester, 
previous to his acceptance of it, that nobleman 
replied with his characteristic humour, “ I have 
no objection to my son’s taking any title except 
one, namely. Viscount Towrtsend.” Three years 
afterwards, in 1787, Lord Townsend regained the 
precedence that he had lost, Pitt having raised 
him to the dignity of a marquis. In consequence 
of Lord de Ferrars’s new creation, the Cokes of 
Holkham in Norfolk, who, after the extinction 
of the Sydneys, had been elevated to the earldom 
of Leicester, became excluded from the hope of 
re-attaining that title, which had been worn by 
Plantagenets. Fox unquestionably intended to 
have conferred it on his friend and adherent Mr. 
Coke, if the coalition had remained in office. Lord 
de Ferrars laid claim to it, in virtue of his descent 
from Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, the 
Cromwell of the thirteenth century, who had 
nearly torn the sceptre from the feeble hands of 
Henry the Third. 

Sir James Lowther.received at the same time 
his recompense for having enabled the first minis¬ 
ter to enter the political arena, where, in less than 
three years, he had raised himself to'the summit 
of power. Overleaping the two inferior stages of 
the peerage, as if beneath his claims. Sir James 
seated himself at once on the earl’s bench, by the 
title of Lonsdale; an elevation which, it might 
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have been thought, was in itself fully adequate 
to his pretensions and services. Yet, so indignant 
was he at finding himself last on the list of newly- 
created earls,—though the three noble individuals 
who preceded him were already barons of many 
centuries old,—that he actually attempted to re¬ 
ject the peerage, preferring to remain a commoner 
rather than submit to so great a mortification. 
With that avowed intention he repaired to the 
house of commons, where, in defiance of all im¬ 
pediments, he would have proceeded up the floor, 
and placed himself on one of the opposition 
benches, as member for the county of Cumber¬ 
land, if Colman and Clementson, the serjeant and 
deputy seijeant at arms, had not withheld him by 
main force. Apprised of his determination, and 
aware of his having already kissed the king’s 
hand at the levee on his being raised to the 
earldom, though the patent had not yet passed 
through the necessary forms for its completion; 
they grasped the hilts of their swords, restrained 
him from accomplishing his purpose, and at length 
succeeded in obliging him to seat himself under 
the gallery, in the part of the house allotted to 
peers when present at the deliberations of the 
commons. Means were subsequently devised to 
allay the irritation of his mind, and to induce his 
acquiescence in the order of precedence adopted 
by the crown. 

Such indeed were the eccentricities of Lord 
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Lonsdale’s conduct, not only on this occasion, but 
throughout life, as justly to call in question the 
sanity of his intellect. His fiery and overhearing 
temper, combining with a fearless disposition, 
scarcely under the dominion of reason at all 
times, led him into perpetual quarrels, terminat¬ 
ing frequently in duels; for he never declined 
giving satisfaction, and frequently demanded it 
of others. Capricious, tyrannical, and sustained 
by an immense property, chiefly situate in the 
counties of Cumberland and Westmoreland; he 
expended vast sums in election contests, where he 
was nevertheless sometimes successfully opposed 
by Lord Surrey, a man not less tenacious, active, 
and determined than himself. Lord Lonsdale 
regularly brought in from five or six up to eight 
members of parliament, among whom were three 
Lowthers; and he was known to exercise over 
his nominees an active superintendence. 

When we consider these facts, in addition to 
the merit of having enabled Mr. Pitt to place his 
foot upon the ladder which conducted him so 
rapidly to the head of the treasury, we cannot be 
surprised that Sir James Lowther should have 
claimed, and exacted, a proportionate remunera¬ 
tion. Fox, who had gladly availed himself of so 
powerful an auxiliary, in order to overturn Lord 
North, and who had stationed him in the front 
ranks during the session of 1782, no sooner be¬ 
held his translation to the upper house by the 
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minister, than he made Lord Lonsdale feel the 
full weight of his displeasure. Early in the 
session of 1784, alluding to the contested election 
for Lancaster,—at which place it had been un¬ 
successfully attempted to bring in a Lowther, 
and where a scrutiny was demanded,—Fox in¬ 
veighed in harsh terms- against the newly-created 
earl; whom, without naming, he designated in 
colours too accurate to be mistaken. “ If,” ex¬ 
claimed he, “a scrutiny had been granted, no 
doubt every stratagem to procrastinate, every 
artifice to perplex, every invention to harass, 
would have been adopted. All the exertions that 
a temper not the mildest when victorious, nor, 
when vanquished, the most patient, — all that 
unbounded wealth in its wantonness could have 
exerted, we should have beheld.” 

Destitute of issue, male or female, by his mar¬ 
riage into the house of Bute, — a match which 
was not productive of domestic felicity,—he be¬ 
came attached in the decline of life to a lady 
whose death overwhelmed him with distress. As 
some consolation, he constructed a mausoleum for 
her remains, at Paddington, to which he often 
repaired; hut he found more effectual relief in 
election pursuits, which occupied him down to 
the period of his own decease. That event hap¬ 
pened not long before the dissolution of parlia¬ 
ment in 1802, for which crisis he was preparing 
all his pecuniary means. Above seven thousand 
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guineas were found in his cassette , destined, as 
was not doubted, for those purposes: a vast sum 
to collect in gold at a time when, even at the 
queen’s commerce table, guineas were very rarely 
.staked, and when specie could scarcely be pro¬ 
cured even by men of the largest fortune. 

19 th May .—On the first meeting of the house 
of commons, the most careless observer who had 
sate in the preceding parliament could not fail to 
perceive, on surveying the opposition benches, 
how vast a diminution had taken place in that 
ardent, numerous, and devoted phalanx which 
lately surrounded Fox, and enabled him during 
so long a time to hold the administration. in 
fetters. Scarcely indeed had their leader himself 
been able to secure a seat in the new assembly. 
The uncertain issue of the Westminster election 
rendering it indispensable to procure his return 
for some other place before the close of April; 
Sir Thomas Dundas’s exertions — not, however, 
without difficulty—brought him in as representa¬ 
tive for the Orkney and Shetland Islands. Even 
there he met with an opponent in the person of 
Mr. Sinclair, since created Sir John Sinclair, and 
well known by his agricultural labours, who was 
chosen by the delegates of two out of the five 
boroughs in which resides the right of election. 

The refusal of the high-bailiff to declare Fox 
one of the members returned for Westminster, 
though he had on the face of the poll an unques- 
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tionable majority, laid him under the necessity 
of taking his seat for that most remote portion of 
the British dominions, unless he submitted to 
remain excluded altogether from the deliberations 
of parliament. Some, nevertheless, of his most 
steady adherents, who had surmounted the po¬ 
litical tempest, “rari nantes in gurgite veuto” 
were beheld near him. At their head might be 
placed the Earl of Surrey, whom we have since 
seen during thirty years exhibiting a spectacle 
new to the house of peers;—namely, a protestant 
Duke of Norfolk, taking an active part in all 
the legislative proceedings of that body. Nature, 
which cast him in her coarsest mould, had not 
bestowed on him any of the external insignia 
of high descent. His person, large, muscular, and 
clumsy, was destitute of grace or dignity, though 
he possessed much activity. He might indeed 
have been mistaken for a grazier or a butcher, 
by his dress and appearance; but intelligence was 
marked in his features, which were likewise ex¬ 
pressive of frankness and sincerity. 

At a time when men of every description wore 
hair-powder and a queue, he had the courage to 
cut his hair short, and to renounce powder, which 
he never used except when going to court. In 
the session of 1785, he proposed to Pitt to lay a 
tax on the use of hair-powder, as a substitute 
for one of the minister’s projected taxes on female 
servants. This hint, though not improved at the 
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time, was adopted by him some years afterwards. 
Pitt, in reply to Lord Surrey, observed, that “ the 
noble lord, from his rank, and the office which 
he held (deputy earl-marshal of England), might 
dispense, as he did, with powder; but there were 
many individuals whose situation compelled them 
to go powdered. Indeed, few gentlemen permit¬ 
ted their servants to appear before them un¬ 
powdered.” 

Courtenay, a man who despised all aid of dress, 
in the course of the same debate remarked, that 
he was very disinterested in his opposition to the 
tax on maid-servants; “for,” added he, “as I 
have seven children, the ‘jus septem liber arum * 
will exempt me from paying it; and I shall be 
as little affected by the tax on hair-powder, if it 
should take place, as the noble lord who pro¬ 
posed it.” 

Strong natural sense supplied in Lord Surrey 
the neglect of education ; and he displayed a sort 
of rude eloquence, whenever he rose to address 
the house, analogous to his formation of mind and 
body. In his youth,—for at the time of which I 
speak he had attained his thirty-eighth year,— 
he led a most licentious life, having frequently 
passed the whole night in excesses of every kind, 
and even lain down, when intoxicated, occasion¬ 
ally to sleep in the streets, or on a block of wood. 
At the “Beef-steak Club,” where I have dined 
with him, he seemed to be in his proper element. 
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Bat few individuals of that society could sustain 
a contest with such an antagonist, when the doth 
was removed. In cleanliness he was negligent to 
so great a degree, that he rarely made use of water 
for purposes of bodily refreshment and comfort. 
He even carried the neglect of his person so far, 
that his servants were accustomed to avail them¬ 
selves of his fits of intoxication, for the purpose of 
washing him. On those occasions, being wholly 
insensible to all that passed about him, they strip¬ 
ped him as they would have done a corpse, and 
performed on his body the necessary ablutions. 
Nor did he change his linen more frequently than 
he washed himself. Complaining one day to 
Dudley North that he was a martyr to the rheu¬ 
matism, and had ineffectually tried every remedy 
for its relief, ** Pray, my lord,” said he, “ did you 
ever try a dean shirt?” 

Drunkenness was in him an hereditary vice, 
transmitted down, probably, by his ancestors 
from the Plantagenet times, and inherent in his 
formation. His father, the Duke of Norfolk, 
indulged equally in it; but he did not manifest 
the same capadties as the son, in resisting the 
effects of wine. It is a fact that Lord Surrey, 
after laying his father and all the guests under 
the table at the Thatched House tavern in St. 
James’s-street, has left the room, repaired to an¬ 
other festive party in the vidnity, and there re¬ 
commenced the unfinished convivial rites; realiz- 
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ing Thomson’s description of the parson in bis 
“ Autumn,” who, after the fox-chase, survives his 
company in the celebration of these orgies. 

“ Perhaps some doctor of tremendous paunch, » 
Awful and vast, a black abyss of drink, 

Outlives them all; and from his buried flock, 
Returning late with rumination sad, 

Laments the weakness of these latter times.” 

Even in the house of commons he was not 
always sober; but he never attempted, like Lord 
Galway, to mix in the debate on those occasions. 
No man, when master of himself, was more com¬ 
municative, accessible, and free from any shadow 
of pride. Intoxication rendered him quarrel¬ 
some ; though, as appeared in the course of more 
than one transaction, he did not manifest Lord 
Lonsdale’s troublesome superabundance of cou¬ 
rage after he had given offence. When under 
the dominion of wine, he has asserted that three 
as good catholics sate in Lord North’s last parlia¬ 
ment as ever existed ; namely, Lord Nugent, Sir 
Thomas Gascoyne, and himself. There might be 
truth in this declaration. Doubts were, indeed, 
always thrown on the sincerity of his own re¬ 
nunciation of the errors of the Romish church; 
which act was attributed more to ambition, and 
the desire of performing a part in public life, or 
to irreligion, than to conviction. His very dress, 
which was most singular, and always the same, 
except when he went to St. James’s,— namely, a 
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plain. blue coat of a peculiar dye, approaching 
to purple,—was said to be imposed on him by 
his priest or confessor, as a penance. The late 
Earl of Sandwich so assured me; but I always 
believed Lord. Surrey to possess a mind superior 
to the terrors of superstition. Though twice 
married while a very young man, he left no issue 
by either of his wives. . The second still survives, 
in a state of disordered intellect, residing at 
Holme Lacy in the county of Hereford. 

As long ago as the spring of 1781, breakfasting 
with him at the Cocoa-tree coffee-house. Lord 
Surrey assured me that he had purposed to give 
an entertainment when the year 1783 should 
arrive, in order to commemorate the period 
when the dukedom would have remained three 
hundred years in their house, since its creation 
by Richard the Third. He added, that it was 
his intention to invite all - the individuals of 
both sexes whom he could ascertain to be 
lineally descended from the body of Jockey of 
Norfolk, the first duke of that name, killed at 
Bosworth field; “But having already,” said he, 
“ discovered nearly six thousand persons sprung 
from him, a great number of whom are in very 
obscure or indigent circumstances, and believing, 
as I do, that as many more may be in existence, I 
have abandoned the design.” 

Fox could not boast of a more devoted sup¬ 
porter than Lord Surrey, nor did his attachment 
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diminish with his augmentation of honours. On 
the contrary, after he became Duke of Norfolk 
he manifested the strongest proofs of adherence; 
some of which, however, tended to injure him in 
the estimation of all moderate men. His conduct 
in toasting “The sovereign majesty of the people,” 
at a meeting of the Whigs, held in February 1798, 
at the Crown and Anchor tavern, was generally 
disapproved and censured. Assuredly it was not 
in the “Bill of Rights,” nor in the principles 
on which reposes the Revolution of 1688, that 
the duke could discover any mention of such 
an attribute of the people. Their liberties and 
franchises are there enumerated; but their ma¬ 
jesty was neither recognized nor imagined by 
those persons who were foremost in expelling 
James the Second. The observations with which 
his grace accompanied the toast, relative to the 
two thousand persons who, under General Wash¬ 
ington, first procured reform and liberty for the 
thirteen American colonies, were equally pernici¬ 
ous in themselves and seditious in their tendency. 
Such testimonies of approbation seemed, indeed, 
to be not very remote from treason. The duke 
himself appeared conscious that he had advanced 
beyond the limits of prudence, if not beyond the 
duties imposed by his allegiance; for, a day or 
two afterwards, having heard that his behaviour 
had excited much indignation at St. James’s, he 
waited on the Duke of York, in order to explain 
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and excuse the proceeding. When he had so 
done, he concluded by requesting, as a proof of 
his loyalty, that, in case of invasion, his regiment 
erf militia (the West Riding of Yorkshire, which 
be commanded) might be assigned the post of 
danger. His royal highness listened to him with 
apparent attention; assured him that his request 
should be laid before the king; and then break- 
ing off the conversation abruptly, “ Apropos, my 
lord,” said he, “have you seen ‘Blue Beard?’” 
This musical pantomime entertainment, which 
had just made its appearance at Drury-lane the¬ 
atre, was at that time much admired. Only two 
days subsequent to the above interview, the Duke 
of Norfolk received his dismission both from the 
lord-lieutenancy and from his regiment. 

As he advanced in age, he encreased in bulk ; 
and the last time that I saw him, (which happen¬ 
ed to be at the levee at Carlton House, when I 
had some conversation with him,) not more than 
a year before his decease, such was his size and 
breadth, that he seemed incapable of passing 
through a door of ordinary dimensions. Yet he 
bad neither lost the activity of his mind nor 
that of his body. Regardless of seasons, or im¬ 
pediments of any kind, he traversed the kingdom 
in all directions, from Greystock in Cumberland, 
to Holme Lacy mid Arundel Castle, with the rapi¬ 
dity of a young, man. Indeed, though of enor¬ 
mous proportions, he had not a projecting belly, 
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as Ptolemy Physcon is depictured in antiquity; or 
like the late King of Wirtemberg, who resembled 
in his person our popular ideas of Punch, and 
might have asserted with Falstaff, that “ he was 
unable to get sight of his own knee.” In the 
deliberations of the house of peers, the Duke of 
Norfolk maintained the manly independence of 
his character, and frequently spoke with ability, 
as well as with information. His talents were 
neither impaired by years, nor obscured by the 
bacchanalian festivities of Norfolk House, which 
continued to the latest period of his life; but he 
became somnolent and lethargic before his de¬ 
cease. On the formation of Lord Liverpool’s 
administration in 1812, he might unquestion¬ 
ably have received “ the Garter,” which the Re¬ 
gent tendered him, if he would have sanctioned 
and supported that ministerial arrangement. The 
tenacity of his political principles made him, how¬ 
ever, superior to the temptation. His death has 
left a blank in the upper house of parliament. 

As Lord Surrey secured his own seat for Car¬ 
lisle, so Sheridan surmounted all opposition at 
Stafford, and re-appeared in the new house of 
commons by Fox’s side. He possessed a ductility 
and versatility of talents, which no public man 
in our time has equalled; and these intellectual 
endowments were sustained by a suavity of tem¬ 
per, that seemed to set at defiance all attempts to 
ruffle or discompose it. Playing with his irrita- 
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ble or angry antagonist, Sheridan exposed him by 
sallies of wit, or attacked him with classic elegance 
of satire; performing this arduous task in the face 
of a crowded assembly, without losing for an 
instant either his presence of mind, his facility of 
expression, or his good humour. He wounded 
deepest, indeed, when he smiled; and convulsed 
his hearers with laughter, while the object of his 
ridicule or animadversion was twisting under 
the lash. Pitt and Dundas, who presented the 
fairest marks for his attack, found by experience, 
that though they might repel, they could not 
confound, and still less could they silence or van* 
quish him. In every attempt that they made, by 
introducing personalities, or illiberal reflections on 
his private life arid literary or dramatic occupa¬ 
tions, to disconcert him, he turned their weapons 
on themselves. Nor did he, while thus chastiz¬ 
ing his adversary, alter a muscle of his own 
Countenance; which, as well as his gestures, seem¬ 
ed to participate and display the unalterable sere¬ 
nity of his intellectual formation. Rarely did he 
elevate his voice, and never except in subservi¬ 
ence to the dictates of his judgment, with the 
view to produce a corresponding effect on his au-. 
dience. Yet he was always heard, generally lis¬ 
tened to with eagerness, and could obtain a hear¬ 
ing at almost any hour. Burke, who wanted 
Sheridan’s nice tact, and his amenity of manner, 
was continually coughed down; and on those 
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occasions be lost his temper. Even Fox often 
tired the bouse by the repetitions which he intro¬ 
duced into his speeches. Sheridan never abused 
their patience. Whenever he rose, they anticipated 
a rich repast of wit without acrimony, seasoned 
by allusions and citations the most delicate, yet 
obvious in their application. 

' At this period of his life, when he was not 
more than thirty-three years of age, his counte¬ 
nance and features had in them something pecu¬ 
liarly pleasing; indicative at once of intellect, hu¬ 
mour, and gaiety. All these characteristics played 
about his lips when speaking, and operated with 
inconceivable attraction ;—for they anticipated, as 
it were, to the eye, the effect produced by his 
oratory on the ear; thus opening for him a sure 
way to the heart, or the understanding. Even 
the tones of his voice, which were singularly melli¬ 
fluous, aided the general effect of his eloquence; 
nor was it accompanied by Burke’s unpleasant 
Irish accent. Pitt’s enunciation was unquestion^ 
ably more imposing, dignified, and sonorous. 
Fox displayed more argument, as well as vehe¬ 
mence ; Burke possessed more faney and enthu¬ 
siasm; but Sheridan won his way by a sort of 
fascination. At thirty-three, it might be said of 
his aspect, as Milton does of the fallen angel’s 
form, 

« - - Hj 8 face had not yet lost 

All her original brightness , 0 
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Excesses of wine had not degraded its lineaments, 
edipsed its fine expression, covered him with dis¬ 
gusting eruptions, and obtained for him the dra¬ 
matic nickname of Bardolph. At sixty he re¬ 
minded me of one of the companions of Ulysses, 
who having tasted of Circe’s ** charmed cup,” 
instantly 

« - - lost his upright shape, 

And downward fell into a grov’ling swine;” 

Those persons, and those only, who have fre¬ 
quently seen Sheridan at the two different periods 
to which I allude, can form an adequate concep¬ 
tion of the metamorphosis produced in his ap¬ 
pearance by repeated and habitual intoxication. It 
would have been fortunate for his fame, if Horace’s 
invocation to the God of Verse, to grant him, 

u — nec turpem senectam 
Degere, nec cithara carentem,” 

had been accomplished in Sheridan. 

If we duly appreciate the impediments with 
which he, no less than Burke, had to struggle, 
arising from want of distinguished birth, connex¬ 
ions, and fortune, when entering the house of 
commons, we shall admit that transcendent talents 
were necessary to vanquish such obstacles. Pitt 
and Fox had comparatively none with which to 
contend on commencing their parliamentary ca¬ 
reer. Sheridan, before he was first elected mem¬ 
ber for Stafford in 1780, had indeed attained the 
heights of dramatic celebrity; and already, in the 
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opinion of many, rivalled Congreve. I never 
have, I own, so thought; nor do I consider him 
as entitled to dispute precedence with the author 
of “The Way of the World,” and of “Love for 
Love.” Sheridan’s “ Duenna,” and still more, 
his “ School for Scandal,” are both unquestionably 
charming productions; nor does “ The Critic” ex¬ 
cite less admiration; but they, nevertheless, fall 
below the comedies of Congreve in brilliancy of 
wit and strength of composition, though they 
may possess more stage effect. The plays of 
Sheridan are likewise free from the licentiousness 
of Congreve: that defect was, however, the fault 
of the age, not of the author. Prior, and even 
Pope, are liable to the same imputation, and so 
are Vanbrugh and Centlivre: but the facts only 
prove that our manners under George the Third 
are much more refined and correct than they 
were during the reigns of Anne and George the 
First. 

After Sheridan’s entrance on the field of poli¬ 
tics and parliament, he abandoned the comic 
muse; a circumstance greatly to be regretted. 
Perhaps, if Shakspeare or Milton had been so 
unfortunate as to attain a seat in the legislature, 
we might never have witnessed “ Hamlet” and. 
“ OtHello;” nor should we have boasted of an epic 
poem that justly ranks with the “ Iliad” and the 
“ .flSneid.” Lord Byron, beyond all comparison 
the first poet of the present age, has purchased! 
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his “Parnassian laurels” by the sacrifice or dere¬ 
liction of his legislative and parliamentary duties. 
Sheridan' combined hi himself the talents of 
Terence and of Cicero, the powers of Demos¬ 
thenes and of Menander. In the capital of Great 
Britain, on one and the same day, he has spoken 
for several hours in Westminster Hall, during the 
course of Hastings’s trial, to a most brilliant and 
highly-informed audience of both sexes, in a man¬ 
ner so impressive, no less than eloquent, as to 
extort admiration even from his greatest enemies. 
Then repairing to the house of commons, he has 
exhibited specimens of oratory before that assem¬ 
bly, equalling those which he had displayed in the 
morning, when addressing the peers, as one of 
Hastings’s accusers: while, on the same evening, 
“ The Duenna” has been performed at one theatre, 
and “ The School for Scandal” at the other, to 
crowded audiences, who received them with un¬ 
bounded applause. This is a species of double 
triumph, of the tongue and of the pen, to which 
antiquity, Athenian or Homan, can lay no claim, 
and which has not any parallel in our own his¬ 
tory. Lord Bolingbroke may perhaps form the 
hearest approach, as he was both an orator and a 
writer. So was Burke. Fox himself, after a life 
passed in the house of commons, aspired to in¬ 
struct and to delight by his compositions. But not 
one of the three can sustain a comparison with 
Sheridan, who may be considered, in a comprehen- 
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give view, as the most highly endowed man whom 
we have beheld in our time. 

In various points of useful or ornamental know¬ 
ledge, he nevertheless fell far below Fox, who 
had visited the Continent, and was conversant in 
the languages, as well as in the literary produc¬ 
tions, of Italy and France: while Sheridan, though 
a good classic scholar, had never set his foot out 
of the British dominions, except once, during a 
few weeks, and was a very imperfect master of 
the French tongue. He neither spoke nor wrote it 
with any ease, and hardly could be said to read it 
without difficulty. His personal courage was in¬ 
disputable, and almost romantic; for he literally 
obtained the hand of Miss Linley by the sword. 
She was denominated “ The Maid of Bath,” and 
had a train of admirers. His two duels with 
Mr. Matthews, of which she formed the object, 
exhibited on both sides the utmost violence of 
animosity. Though Sheridan won her with so 
much difficulty, his attachment to her was not 
permanent; and very heavy clouds overcast the 
evening of her life, under the pressure of which 
she sunk into the grave. I will not disturb 
her ashes. They repose in the Cathedral of 
Wells, while her husband lies in Poet’s Corner. 
Sheridan soon consoled himself for her loss, in 
the arms of a second wife. The invincible 
spirit which he exhibited as a lover, he would 
unquestionably have displayed in his parliamen- 
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tary capacity, had the occasion ever demanded it. 
But, with such consummate dexterity did be 
conduct himself as a member of the house of 
commons, that he never was compelled to give, 
or to demand satisfaction, though he sat there 
above thirty years. Lord George Germain, Lord 
Shelburne, Pitt, Fox, Tierney, Adam, Fullarton, 
Governor Johnstone, and many other leading 
men of both sides, were obliged to draw the 
trigger. Sheridan's calmness, good-humour, and 
wit, disarmed his adversary, without the necessity 
of accompanying him to the field. Pitt’s proud 
and sullen inflexibility usually rendered him inca¬ 
pable of repairing an affront, or of offering any 
apology. Burke, in his anger, was impracticable 
and unpersuadable: but, I believe, he would not 
have accepted a challenge, where the offence had 
been given in his place, as a member of the house. 
He would either have treated it with contempt, 
or he would have claimed the protection of the 
Speaker. Throughout his whole political life, 
Sheridan manifested, in my opinion*, much more 
real public spirit and love of his country than 
was shown by Fox. Of this sentiment he exhi¬ 
bited a splendid instance, which ought to render 
his memory dear to every Englishman, during 
the memorable mutiny that took place in the 
navy, in the year 1797; one of the most awful 
and appalling events which occurred under the 
reign of George the Third. Home Tooke was so 
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elated by it,’ that on receiving the intelligence he 
exultingly exclaimed, “ The revolution is begun t 
stop it who can! ” Parker, like Massamello, 
seemed, for a few days, to give law from Dept¬ 
ford to the mouth of the Thames: but the career, 
of the Neapolitan fisherman and of the English 
mutineer were alike short, as well as tragical in 
their termination. Dismissing all party feelings, 
and impelled by more noble motives of action, 
Sheridan then gave the warmest support to go¬ 
vernment. Pitt did not, however, receive his ad* 
vances, nor accept his magnanimous aid, with 
the liberality of mind, or with the testimonies of 
good-will and respect, merited by such a conduct. 
Dundas, who possessed a more conciliating tem¬ 
per, as well as a more accommodating disposition, 
ventured, as I have been assured from good au¬ 
thority, to reproach his friend, in the freedom 
of private conversation at Wimbledon, for such a 
repulsive treatment of the man who in a moment 
of general dismay proffered his assistance to the 
administration. 

It cannot admit of a doubt, that if Sheridan: 
had brought his abilities into the market, and, like 
Dundas, had exclaimed “ Wha wants me?” or if, 
like Eden, he had quitted his party, made his 
bargain, and gone over to Pitt; endowed as he 
was with such various talents, he must have gladly 
been received into the ministerial ranks. Or if, 
after the French revolution, be had imitated 
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Burke, Sir Gilbert Eliott, Wellbore Ellis, Powis, 
Windham, and so many others, on whom pensions, 
employments, and peerages were bestowed; he 
might have named his price. But, whatever se¬ 
verity of censure his private life and actions may 
justly excite, his parliamentary line of conduct 
stands exempt from all reproach. Invariably 
attached to Fox, even when his judgment nr his 
inclinations might perhaps have leaned another 
way, he accompanied that statesman in his fall; 
continuing steadily, however hopeless the contest 
might be, to combat by Fox’s side during more 
than two-and-twenty years, from December 1783, 
down to February 1806. Yet there is good 
reason to believe that Sheridan deprecated, from 
the beginning, the too great energy, or rather the 
spirit of confiscation and ambition, which charac¬ 
terized the East India Bill; to which imprudent 
measure the coalition fell victims. In like manner, 
though he shared the fate which Lords Grenville 
and Grey attracted on themselves in 1807, by the 
generous but ill-timed and dictatorial attempt 
at Catholic emancipation; yet he had too much 
knowledge of George the Third’s character, and 
fixed principles or prejudices, not to dread the 
result of trying to force that prince’s conscience. 
With equal humour and truth he observed, that 
“ he had frequently heard of men running their 
beads against a stone wall; but, he believed, his 
friends formed the only instance to be found in 
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history, of ministers who first built a wall, and 
then ran their heads against it” On the other 
hand, so defective was Sheridan’s morality as a 
man, such were his known pecuniary difficulties, 
and so unjustifiable were the expedients that he 
devised and put into practice for his daily sup¬ 
port, as almost to incapacitate him thereby from 
ever ascending to the eminences of the state. 
Prior, who lived with Lord Bolingbroke when 
he was secretary of state, and with the Earl of 
Oxford at the time that he was lord treasurer, 
in the same intimate friendship as Sheridan did 
with Fox, was sent by that administration to 
Paris, to negotiate, as plenipotentiary, the treaty 
of Utrecht. In the following reign, Addison, 
though altogether unfit for the office, rose to be 
secretary of state. But the king would.no more 
have consented to name Sheridan his minister for 
discussing the conditions of the peace of Amiens, 
or have appointed him secretary for the home 
department, than Queen Anne could be induced 
to nominate Swift to a bishopric. It was not 
merely Sheridan’s want of fortune; for, in fact, 
neither Pitt nor Fox had any patrimonial inhe¬ 
ritance remaining when they respectively occur 
pied the highest employments. Dundas stood 
nearly in a similar predicament. But, even Fox, 
though he had ruined himself at play, yet never 
had recourse to dishonourable means of raising 
pecuniary supplies for his subsistence. Sheridan's 
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whole life formed a tissue of inventions and sub¬ 
terfuges, as manager of Drury-lane theatre or 
of the Opera-house, to evade payment of salaries 
to the performers, and to elude the demands of 
his creditors. The tricks of Scapin could not 
boast of more originality or ingenuity than did 
those of Sheridan. They were current in every 
company, and would of themselves fill a volume. 

One of the first objects meditated by Fox’s 
party, after Sheridan’s entrance into the house of 
commons in September 1780, was to procure, at 
all events, his election as a member of Brookes’s 
Club. But his success at Stafford met with 
fewer obstacles than he had to encounter in St. 
James’s Street, where various individuals of that 
society, impelled either by political or by per¬ 
sonal antipathies, wore resolute in their determi¬ 
nation to exclude him. Among these, two held 
him in peculiar dislike: I mean George Selwyn, 
and the late Earl of Besborough. Conscious that 
every exertion would be made to ensure Sheridan’s 
success, they agreed not to absent themselves dur¬ 
ing the time allotted by the regulations of the club 
for ballots; and as one black ball sufficed to ex¬ 
tinguish the hopes of a candidate, they repeatedly 
prevented his election. In order to remove so 
serious an impediment, Sheridan’s friends had re¬ 
course to artifice. Having fixed on the evening 
when it was resolved to put him up, and finding 
his two inveterate adversaries posted as usual; a 
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chairman was sent with a note, written in the 
name of Lady Duncannon to her father-in-law, 
acquainting him that a fire had broken out in his 
house in Cavendish Square, and entreating him 
immediately to return home. Unsuspicious of any 
trick, as his son and daughter-in-law lived under 
his roof, Lord Besborough, without hesitating an 
instant, quitted the room, and got into a sedan 
chair. Selwyn, who resided in the vicinity of 
Brookes’s, in Cleveland-row, received nearly at the 
same time, a verbal message, to request his pre¬ 
sence ; Miss Fagniani (whom he had adopted as 
his daughter, and who afterwards married the 
present Earl of Yarmouth) being suddenly seized 
with an alarming indisposition. This summons 
he obeyed; and no sooner was the room cleared, 
than Sheridan being proposed as a member, a 
ballot took place, when he was unanimously 
chosen. Lord Besborough and Selwyn returned 
without delay, on discovering the imposition that 
had been practised on their credulity; but too 
late to prevent its effect. 

Few men of genius since Sir Richard Steele’s 
time have undergone greater difficulties; and none 
have had recourse to more extraordinary modes 
for the purpose of raising money, or obtaining 
credit, than Sheridan. Some were so ludicrous as 
to excite mirth, and can hardly obtain belief. 
He resided during several years in Bruton-street, 
Berkeley-square, where the house was frequently 
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so beset with duns or bailiffs, that even the pro¬ 
visions requisite for his family were introduced 
over the iron railing down the area. In the 
course of the year 1786, while living there, he 
entertained at dinner a number of the opposition 
leaders, though he laboured at that time under 
almost insurmountable pecuniary embarrassments. 
All his plate, as well as his books. Were lodged in 
pawn. Having, nevertheless, procured from the 
pawnbroker an assurance of the liberation of his 
plate for the day, he applied to Beckett, the cele¬ 
brated bookseller in Pall Mall, to fill his empty 
bookcases. Beckett not only agreed to the pro¬ 
position, but promised to ornament the vacant 
shelves with some of the most expensive and 
splendid productions of the British press, pro¬ 
vided that two men, expressly sent for the pur¬ 
pose by himself, should be present to superintend 
their immediate restoration. It was settled finally 
that these librarians of Beckett’s appointment 
should put on liveries for the occasion, and wait 
at table. The company having assembled, were 
shewn into an apartment, where the bookcases 
being opened for the purpose, they had leisure, 
before dinner was served, to admire the elegance 
of Sheridan’s literary taste, and the magnificence 
of his collection. But, as all machinery is liable 
to accidents, so in this instance a failure had 
nearly taken place, which must have proved fatal 
to the entertainment. When everything was 
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ready for serving the dinner, it happened that, 
either from the pawnbroker’s distrust, or from 
some unforeseen delay on his part, the spoons and 
forks had not arrived. Repeated messages were 
dispatched to hasten them, and they at last made 
their appearance; but so critically and so late, 
that there not being time left to clean them, they 
were thrown into hot water, wiped, and instantly 
laid on the table. The evening then passed in 
the most joyous and festive manner. Beckett 
himself related these circumstances to Sir John 
Macpherson. 

Some years later, Sheridan joined in a partner¬ 
ship with two ladies of the highest distinction, 
but whom I will not name, for the purpose of 
making purchases and sales, vulgarly called dab¬ 
bling, in the public funds. The speculation 
proved most unfortunate, as they waddled, and 
became lame ducks. Nor was the bankruptcy of 
the firm the only evil that followed this experi¬ 
ment : but the subject is too delicate to allow the 
disclosure of farther particulars. 

Besides the defect of moral principle, aggra¬ 
vated by the want of economy, Sheridan laboured 
under other disabilities, which obscured the lustre 
of his great attainments. He possessed, or exert¬ 
ed, no powers of steady and systematic applica¬ 
tion ; such as, properly directed, might have alle¬ 
viated the privations imposed on him by his 
political attachments. How little he cultivated 
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the comic muse, is evident from reflecting, that 
after he came into parliament in 1780, down to 
his decease in 1816, he never composed a single 
dramatic piece. His alteration of Kotzebue’s 
Pizarro,” and its adaptation to the English 
theatre, was less a work of genius, than a financial 
expedient for attracting crowds to Drury Lane, 
made in his capacity of manager. Yet in the 
exertions of his own intellect he must have found 
a far more profitable and certain source of pe¬ 
cuniary supply, than from the precarious emolu¬ 
ments or employments which he occasionally 
derived by the elevation of his friends to power. 
In fact, during the course of his whole life, he 
never was above two years in office, taken all to¬ 
gether; the first time, in 1782, when, on Lord 
North’s resignation, he became one of the under¬ 
secretaries of state in Fox’s department for eleven 
weeks. Under the coalition administration, he 
was appointed a secretary of the treasury during 
about eight months; and when Fox, Lord Gren¬ 
ville, and Lord Grey came into power, they 
remunerated him by the lucrative post of trea¬ 
surer of the navy, which he filled scarcely a year. 
The situation of receiver-general of the Duchy 
of Cornwall, conferred on him by the Prince of 
Wales, towards the evening of Sheridan’s life, 
constituted the only permanent official recom¬ 
pense that he obtained for his long parliamentary 
services. 
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Indolence pervaded all his faculties, obscured, 
and finally extinguished them in a certain degree. 
It is a fact, that when “Pizarro” was announced 
for representation on the theatre, he had not 
completed the alterations introduced into the 
piece. Even on the very evening that it was 
first performed, the concluding lines remained 
unfinished. Sheridan wrote them at the Shak- 
speare Tavern in Covent Garden not half an hour 
before the curtain drew up and the play com¬ 
menced. The actors received and learned them 
before the ink was dry with which they were 
composed. So inattentive was he even to his 
own interests, and with such difficulty could he 
be compelled to exert his talents! He could, 
indeed, occasionally bend the force of his power¬ 
ful mind, for a limited time, to one object, as 
he did in Hastings’s case, when he attracted such 
universal admiration. Nor did he ever, as a mem¬ 
ber of the house of commons, betray want of infor¬ 
mation on whatever subject he spoke: but these 
were in general short and desultory efforts, not 
long-continued or laborious operations. The fame 
of Sheridan resulted from a happy combination 
of wit, eloquence, temper, and genius; not from 
sedulous application. He had not learned 

" To scorn delights, and live laborious days 

without which renunciations lasting reputation of 
any kind is not commonly acquired. Like “ the 
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great Emathian conqueror,” who abandoned him¬ 
self to excesses, 

“ Theme of the young, and beacon of the wise,” 

Sheridan may rather be considered as a dazzling 
and seductive meteor, setting ultimately in dark¬ 
ness, than as a steady luminary dispensing an 
equal light, and whose departing rays, if less bril¬ 
liant than in his meridian strength, might have 
been nevertheless cheering and unclouded. 

This extraordinary man, as he approached the 
confines of old age, sunk with every successive 
year in general estimation. Admitting that his 
faculties remained perfect, as I believe they did, 
they nevertheless became overcast from the effects 
of intoxication, licentiousness, and habits of dissi¬ 
pation. How different, we must own, was the 
tenor of Fox’s life after the period of his retreat 
to St. Anne’s Hill! Divided during many 
months of the year between rustic occupations, 
elegant literature, and the company of a few 
friends. Fox (a green apron frequently fastened 
round his waist) amused and employed himself in 
pruning, or nailing up his own fruit-trees. But 
Fox outlived his vices; those of Sheridan accom¬ 
panied him to the tomb. Such was the charac¬ 
teristic and inherent difference between these two 
illustrious men! 

The last time that I was in Sheridan’s society, 
we dined together at the late Duke of Queens- 
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berry’s, in 1807. We formed a small, select 
company; and he displayed his usual convivial 
talents, which never forsook him at table: but 
the duke, who was above eighty, and had be- 
come deaf, did not allow Sheridan to sit long 
enough, or to swallow sufficient wine, for fully 
expanding his powers of colloquial entertain¬ 
ment. 

At the dissolution of parliament in 1812, hav¬ 
ing failed to secure his re-election at Stafford, 
he ceased to sit in the house of commons; a 
circumstance most inconvenient to him, as his 
person was no longer protected from arrest, while 
his debts accumulated. I have been assured from 
good authority that the Prince of Wales (or, more 
properly to speak, the Regent) transmitted him 
the sum of three thousand pounds, in order to 
enable him to procure his election for some other 
borough; but Sheridan, pressed by domestic exi¬ 
gencies, diverted the money to his own private 
necessities. From that period, during the four or 
five concluding years of bis life, he, who had so 
long attracted the attention of an admiring pub. 
lie, insensibly became, if I may so express myself, 
half-eclipsed, and in a manner forgotten while 
still alive. Incapable of extricating himself by 
any efforts of genius or application (such was his 
habitual indolence) from his pecuniary embarrass¬ 
ments, he could no longer defy a host of importu¬ 
nate tradesmen who clamorously demanded pay- 
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ment. Like Jqffier, he might say that his doors 
were 

“ Barred and dammed up by gaping creditors." 

A friend of mine, a young man, having been 
arrested in August 1815 for a debt, and carried 
to a spunging-house in Fetter-lane, there found 
himself detained in a large apartment with Sheri¬ 
dan and Sir Watkin Lewes. The latter had been 
lord mayor of London, as well as one of the 
members for that city in successive parliaments. 
They remained shut up together for three days, 
at the end of which time Sheridan procured his 
liberation. He was morose, taciturn, and gloomy 
before dinner—for they all ate and slept in the 
same room;—but when he had drunk nearly two 
bottles of wine, as he regularly did, after dinner, 
he became comparatively cheerful and communi¬ 
cative. Sir Watkin, at near fourscore, exhibited 
equal good-humour and equanimity of mind. 

Declining gradually under the attack of chro¬ 
nic diseases aggravated by excess, Sheridan’s last 
scene holds up an affecting and painful subject of 
contemplation. A privy-counsellor, the ornament 
of his age and nation, caressed by princes, and 
dreaded by ministers; whose orations, and whose 
dramatic works, rank him among the most dis¬ 
tinguished men of his own or of any period; 
expired, though not in a state of destitution, like 
Spenser, like Otway, or like Chatterton, yet un¬ 
der humiliating circumstances of pecuniary em- 
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barrassment. His house in Saville-row was be¬ 
sieged by bailiffs; one of whom pressing to obtain 
entrance, and availing himself of the moment 
when the front door was opened by a servant 
in order to admit the visit of Dr. Baillie, who 
attended Sheridan during the progress of his last 
illness, that eminent physician, assisted by the 
footman, repulsed him, and shut the door in his 
face. 

Dr. Baillie, I have been assured, refused to 
accept any fee for his advice; and Earl Grey, 
who had so long acted in political union with 
Sheridan as a member of opposition, supplied 
him with every article for his comfort, prepared 
from his own kitchen. Nor, as I have heard, did 
the Regent forsake him in his last moments. If 
my information is correct, his royal highness sent 
him two hundred pounds; but Sheridan declined 
its acceptance, and returned the money. 

Thus breathed his last a man of whom it might 
be justly said, as of Lord Verulam, that he was 

“ The greatest, wisest, meanest of mankind I” 

As Sheridan had secured his seat for Stafford 
in the new parliament; so Burke had been return¬ 
ed, by Earl Fitzwilliam, for Malton; and Colonel 
Fitzpatrick, by the Duke of Bedford's interest, 
for Tavistock. Sawbridge, with great difficulty, 
came in again for London, last of the four suc¬ 
cessful candidates on the poll. The Hon. St An- 
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drew St. John, who had been one of the two 
under-secretaries of state in Fox’s office, and who 
might be ranked among the most devoted ad¬ 
herents of the late secretary, carried his election 
for the county of Bedford, against Lord Ongley, 
by only one vote; and Mr. St. John finally re¬ 
tained his seat. He has since succeeded to the 
antient peerage of that name. Hare was again 
chosen, or, more properly to speak, returned for 
Knaresborough, with Lord Duncannon. 

Not one among Fox’s friends and companions 
was supposed to possess more wit than Hare; 
but his talents, brilliant as they were, did not 
qualify him to take a part in debate, however 
highly estimated they might be at a festive meet¬ 
ing, or in private society. Hare was, I believe, 
like myself, a native of Bristol; and, as I have 
been assured, of obscure origin. His accomplish¬ 
ments enabled him, however, to ally himself in 
marriage with a sister of Sir Abraham Hume, 
who brought him a very considerable fortune. 

Lord Bobert Spencer, not less warmly attached 
to Fox than was Hare, reappeared in the house; 
and, as if to supply by ability the numerical 
vacancies occasioned among the opposition ranks 
by the late dissolution, a new member, Mr. 
Windham, took his seat for the city of Norwich, 
after sustaining a long as well as a severe contest. 
His parliamentary talents, which soon rendered 
him distinguished, eventually raised him to some 
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of the highest offices of the executive govern¬ 
ment. 

The first act of the house being the election of 
a speaker, Cornwall was a second time raised to 
that eminent office. His alliance by marriage 
with Jenkinson constituted his best recommenda¬ 
tion to the chair, of which seat the “ Rolliad ” 
says, 

“ There Cornwall sits, and ah! compell’d by fate, 

Must sit for ever through the long debate/*- 

“ Like sad Prometheus fasten’d to the rock. 

In vain he looks for pity to the clock. 

In vain the powers of strength'ning porter tries, 

And nods to Bellamy for fresh supplies/* 

Those persons who, like myself, sate in the house 
of commons under Cornwall’s speakership, will 
recollect and acknowledge the fidelity of this por¬ 
trait. One of the lords of the new treasury, the 
Marquis of Graham, moved that the late speaker 
should be again placed in the chair. Few indivi¬ 
duals, however distinguished by birth, talents, 
parliamentary interest, or public services, have 
attained to more splendid employments, or have 
arrived at greater honours, than Lord Graham, 
under the reign of George the Third. Besides 
.enjoying the lucrative sinecure of justice-general 
of Scotland for life, we have seen him occupy 
a place in the cabinet, while he was joint post¬ 
master-general, during Pitt’s second ill-fated ad¬ 
ministration. At the hour that I am writing, the 
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Duke of Montrose, after having been many years 
decorated with the insignia of the Thistle, is in¬ 
vested with the order of the Garter, in addition to 
the high post which he holds, of master of the 
horse. In his person he was elegant and pleasing, 
as far as those qualities depend on symmetry of 
external figure; nor was he deficient in all the 
accomplishments befitting his illustrious descent. 
He possessed a ready elocution, sustained by all 
the confidence in himself necessary for addressing 
the house. Nor did he want ideas, while he con¬ 
fined himself to common sense, to argument, and 
to matters of fact. 

If, however, he possessed no distinguished ta¬ 
lents, he displayed various qualities calculated to 
compensate for the want of great ability; particu¬ 
larly, the prudence, sagacity, and attention to his 
own interests, so characteristic of the Caledonian 
people. His celebrated ancestor, the Marquis of 
Montrose, scarcely exhibited more devotion to the 
cause of Charles the First in the field, than his 
descendant displayed for George the Third in 
the house of commons. Nor did he want great 
energy, as well as activity, of mind and body. 
During the progress of the French revolution, 
when the fabric of our constitution was menaced 
by internal and external attacks. Lord Graham, 
then become Duke of Montrose, enrolled himself 
as a private soldier in the City Light Horse. Dur¬ 
ing several successive years, he did duty in that 
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capacity, night and day, sacrificing to it his ease 
and his time; thus holding out an example wor¬ 
thy imitation to the British nobility. His services 
were amply rewarded by Pitt. 

. After Mr. Perceval’s assassination in 1812, when 
the prince regent attempted to form a junction 
between some of his own former friends and Lord 
Liverpool, the Duke of Montrose owed both the 
preservation of his place, and the order of the 
Garter, solely to the inflexibility of the indivi¬ 
duals who refused those gratifications. If the Earl 
of Jersey would have accepted the mastership of 
the horse, the duke would have been instantly 
deprived of that employment; as, in like manner, 
the Duke of Norfolk’s rejection of the Garter 
determined the Regent, after long hesitation, to 
confer it on the Duke of Montrose. 

19 th —24 th May .—The chiefs of opposition, 
conscious that, in the diminished state of their 
numbers, they could not attempt to propose any 
candidate for the chair who would have had the 
slightest prospect of success, acquiesced without a 
division in Cornwall’s election. But Fox did not 
lose the occasion of commenting with indignant 
severity on the conduct of the high bailiff of 
Westminster; observing, not without reason, that 
the house, which ought to have consisted of five 
hundred and fifty-eight members, was incom¬ 
plete, none being returned for the city which had 
elected him as one of its representatives. He 
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added, that if the returning officer at Rye, for 
which borough Mr. Cornwall sate in parliament, 
had imitated the example of Corbett, the house 
could not have called that gentleman to the chair. 
This subject was again renewed, a few days later, 
when Lee, who had filled the office of attorney- 
general under the. coalition, moved that “ the 
high bailiff ought to have returned two citizens 
for Westminster.” It must be confessed that if 
reason and justice had decided the question, it 
would have been determined in the affirmative: 
but, after a debate of considerable length, minis¬ 
ters evaded, rather than negatived the proposi¬ 
tion, by a majority of only ninety-seven, the 
respective numbers being 233 and 136; at the 
same time commanding the attendance of Corbett 
at the bar of the house on the ensuing day. No 
sooner had this division taken place, which suffi¬ 
ciently manifested Pitt’s ascendant in the assem¬ 
bly, than Mr. John James Hamilton rose to 
move an address of thanks to the king, on his 
speech from the throne. Like the Duke of 
Montrose, he has occupied a distinguished place 
in the court of George the Third, as well as under 
Pitt’s administration. He had attained at this 
time his thirty-fourth year, Tall, erect, and mus¬ 
cular in his figure; thin, yet not meagre; finely 
formed, with an air of grace and dignity diffused 
over his whole person,—he could not be mistaken 
for an ordinary man. To the beautiful portrait 
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of James the Fifth, in Duke Hamilton’s apart* 
ments at Holyrood House, he bore a striking 
similarity. Of a dark complexion, with very in¬ 
telligent and regular features, he resembled more 
a Spaniard than a native of Britain; and his arro¬ 
gant solemnity of manner, augmented by the pe¬ 
culiarities of his demeanour, obtained for him 
from Sheridan the name of“ Don Whiskerandos,” 
the lover of “ Tilburina,” in his own “ Critic.” Mr. 
Hamilton’s abilities, though not of the first order, 
might have qualified him for public employment, 
at least as well as those of the Duke of Montrose, 
if he had emulated to attain office: but pleasure, 
rather than business—enjoyment, and not applica¬ 
tion or renunciations, seemed principally to occu¬ 
py his mind. Even when moving the address to 
the crown, his partiality towards the first lord of 
the treasury, and his aversion to the opposition 
leader, manifested itself in a manner scarcely com¬ 
patible either with the rules of debate or with the 
forms of decorum. After pourtraying Pitt in co¬ 
lours such as friendship lends to embellish truth, 
he, without positively naming Fox, designated 
him as “ one of those men, who having dissipated 
their fortune, impaired their constitution, and 
prostituted their talents, entered the house of 
commons for the purpose of repairing their ruined 
finances, from motives of personal ambition and 
self-interest.” Contrasting the two individuals, 
he drew the most favourable conclusions for the 
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former, as a minister endowed, even in youth, 
with all the qualities necessary for promoting the 
grandeur and felicity of his native country. 

Mr. Hamilton then stood in the relation of pre¬ 
sumptive heir to the titles and vast estates of his 
unde, the Earl of Abercom, one of the sixteen 
representative Scottish peers. This nobleman, far 
advanced in life, infirm, paralytic, and unmarried, 
was raised about two years afterwards to the dig¬ 
nity of a British viscount, with remainder to his 
nephew, who succeeded in 1789 to all his honours 
and possessions. Hamilton, who had been early 
married, was already the father of a numerous 
family; but having conceived an ardent passion 
for a very near relative. Miss Cecil Hamilton, he 
applied to his friend the minister, in order to pro¬ 
cure for her from the sovereign the rank and 
precedence of an earl’s daughter. This extraor¬ 
dinary request Pitt undertook, and finally accom¬ 
plished. She was the youngest female child of 
the Rev. Dr. George Hamilton, uncle to the new 
earl; and, besides youth, possessed uncommon per¬ 
sonal attractions. Nevertheless, such a concession 
on the part of the king seemed to militate against 
all the forms and usages of court etiquette, as she 
had four elder sisters. Charles the Second himself 
might have hesitated at such a proposition. Nor 
could a prince so religious as George the Third, 
or a queen so correct as Charlotte of Mecklen¬ 
burg, fail to perceive, and to disapprove, the mo- 
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tive which impelled Lord Abercom to make the 
demand. It is well known that Pitt did not 
succeed in obtaining it without strong marks of 
repugnance being evinced by their majesties. She 
was, nevertheless, presented at St. James’s as 
Lady Cecil Hamilton; and little more than two 
years afterwards. Lord Abercom, who had inter¬ 
mediately become a widower, gave her his hand 
in marriage. But mutual infelicity soon pro¬ 
duced a separation, and a divorce. The whole 
transaction, which might furnish matter for the 
drama, excited not less general astonishment than 
condemnation, and may indeed be esteemed one 
of the most extraordinary incidents of the present 
reign. 

In 1790, Pitt raised Lord Abercom to the rank 
of a British marquis. Those persons who justified 
or explained so many marks of ministerial favour, 
on ordinary principles of human action, observed, 
that no honours or concessions in the power of 
the crown to bestow were above the pretensions 
of a man, who not only descended from the royal 
line of Scottish kings, but was himself the head 
and representative of the dukes of Hamilton in 
male succession. It is unquestionable that the 
Abercorn branch of the Hamiltons sprang, by the 
men, from James Hamilton, Earl of Arran, re¬ 
gent of Scotland during the minority of the un¬ 
fortunate Mary Stuart; while the ducal title has 
become vested in the family of Douglas, who 
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descend by females from the same common 
stock. When, however, as a further augments 
tion to so many dignities and distinctions con¬ 
ferred on this nobleman, the Garter was finally 
added by Pitt some years later, there were not 
wanting individuals who sought for the solution 
of such extraordinary acts of predilection or friend¬ 
ship by recourse to more concealed causes. 

They observed that Lord Abercorn’s landed 
property was immense; while the first minister 
laboured under pecuniary embarrassments, result¬ 
ing not only from his slender patrimonial for¬ 
tune, but encreased by a want of private eco¬ 
nomy. Rendering ample justice to the native 
dignity and disinterestedness of Pitt’s charac¬ 
ter, exemplified by so many shining proofs of 
those virtues as he had exhibited during his ad¬ 
ministration ; they nevertheless asked, whether it 
was wholly incredible that a first lord of the trea¬ 
sury, whose wants were notoriously so pressing 
that he could neither pay the tax-gatherer, nor 
the butcher, when they came to his door, and 
whose ordinary resource for getting rid of his 
coachmaker’s importunities was by ordering a 
new carriage, should permit a friend to furnish 
him with the means of meeting his difficulties, by 
forcing on him a loan of some thousand pounds. 

I am well aware of the indignation which the 
zealous adherents of Pitt will express at the bare 
supposition; but a belief in the marquis’s having 

VOL. i. f 
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assisted him with pecuniary aid was by no means 
confined to the enemies of the first minuter. Nor 
-was Lord Abercom the sole individual of my 
own time whose elevation has given rise to similar 
suspicions or opinions. Among the members of 
the house of commons 'whom I found there on 
my first entering it in 1780, was Mr. Robert 
Smith, one of the two representatives for Not¬ 
tingham. Being at the head of a banking-house 
situate on the other side of Temple Bar, he then 
resided in Lombard Street. His character was 
without reproach, and his fortune ample; but he 
possessed no parliamentary talents. As he Was 
again returned for the same town in 1784, and 
had early attached himself to Pitt, he was con¬ 
sidered decidedly 'ministerial on all questions. 
Towards the year 1790, Mr. Smith removed his 
residence to the vicinity of St. James’s, where he 
occupied a splendid house, looking into the Green 
Park. He still represented his native place, Not¬ 
tingham ; and adhering invariably to the minister, 
was raised in 1796, to the Irish peerage, by the 
title of Lord Carrington. Scarcely fifteen months 
afterwards, Pitt placed him on the barons’ bench 
in the British house of peers, by the same title; 
not, however, as was well known, without expe¬ 
riencing a long resistance on the part of the king* 
Throughout his whole reign, George the Third 
adopted as a fixed principle, that no individual 
engaged in trade, however ample might be his 
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nominal fortune, should be created a British peer. 
Nor do I believe that in the course of fifty years 
he infringed or violated this rule, except in the. 
single instance before us. He was not so tena¬ 
cious of the Irish peerage. In fact, on the same 
day when Mr. Smith had been raised to the latter 
dignity, another commercial member of the house 
of commons, Sir Joshua Vanneck, was created a 
baron of Ireland, by the title of Lord Huntingfidd. 
Previous to the union with the sister kingdom in 
1801, an Irish peerage, if conferred on an English¬ 
man who possessed no landed property in that 
country, could be regarded as little more than an 
empty honour; producing indeed rank and con¬ 
sideration in society, but conferring no personal 
privilege; neither securing his person from arrest 
in Great Britain, nor even enabling the individual 
to frank a letter. 

The dignity itself was frequently bestowed on 
very slight pretences. Sir Richard Philipps, a 
Welsh baronet of antient descent, when member 
for the county of Pembroke, in the year 1776, hav¬ 
ing preferred a request to his majesty, through the 
first minister. Lord North, for permission to make 
a carriage-road up to the front door of his house, 
which looked into St. James’s Park, met with a re¬ 
fusal. The king, apprehensive that if he acceded 
to Sir Richard’s desire, it would form a precedent 
for many similar applications, put a negative on 
it: but Lord North, in delivering the answer, 

F 2 
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softened it by adding, that if he wished to be 
created an Irish peer, no difficulty would be ex¬ 
perienced. This honour being thus tendered him, 
he accepted it, and was made a baron of that 
kingdom, by the title of Lord Milford. His inti¬ 
mate friend, and mine, the late Sir John Stepney, 
related this fact to me, not long after it took place. 

To return to Mr. Smith; — I believe that he 
claimed a collateral alliance with the family of the 
same name, one of whom was ennobled by Charles 
the First; under the title of Carrington; an En¬ 
glish barony which expired under Queen Anne, 
early in the last century. Whether the fact be 
so or not, I have been told that Fitt intended to 
raise his friend a step higher in the Red Book ; and 
that when his administration suddenly terminated 
in 1801, Lord Carrington was on the point of 
being created Viscount Wendover. Several years 
earlier, on Pitt’s becoming lord warden of the 
Cinque Ports, he had conferred on Lord Carring¬ 
ton the government of Deal Castle, situate in the 
immediate vicinity of his own residence at Wal- 
mer. Such reiterated marks of more than com¬ 
mon ministerial friendship, bestowed on a private 
member of parliament, however respectable he 
might be, were by many imputed to a sentiment 
of gratitude in return for pecuniary assistance re¬ 
ceived from Mr. Smith, who, as a banker, might 
find many occasions of obliging the first lord of 
the treasury. I can neither assert nor deny the 
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fact: but if we reflect how distressed Pitt was 
throughout his whole life, and how large a sunt 
he owed at his decease, we shall not perhaps con¬ 
sider it as improbable, that even his elevated mind 
might so far bend to circumstances, as to permit 
his friends, from their abundant resources, to con¬ 
tribute to his temporary accommodation or ex¬ 
trication. It is much more difficult to justify 
the patent granted to Miss Cedi Hamilton, giv¬ 
ing her the rank of an earl’s daughter, than it is 
to approve the British peerage conferred on Mr. 
Smith. I now resume the course of public affairs. 

24 th May. —Lord Surrey rising first, in the de¬ 
bate that followed Mr. Hamilton’s motion for an 
address of thanks to the king, on his speech from, 
the throne; in a tone and with a manner, more 
subdued than he was accustomed to adopt during 
the last parliament, or than was natural to.him, 
deprecated a division. “ If,” he said, “ the new 
minister would only consent to omit the clause 
which thanked the sovereign for dissolving the, 
late house of commons, unanimity might be ob¬ 
tained at the opening of the session.” 

Lord North, while warning Pitt to beware of 
the mutability of ministerial greatness, reminded 
him that in October 1780, when a new parliament 
met, in which assembly he himself occupied the 
post now filled by Pitt, the opposition of that 
day scarcely outnumbered the votes of the mi¬ 
nority on the debate respecting the high bailiff 
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of Westminster; “and yet,” added he, “within 
eighteen months afterwards 1 was compelled to 
quit my high situation.” 

Fox, in more impassioned language, exhorted 
the first lord of the treasury not to add insult 
to victory; and avowing the late rejected “ East 
India Bill” as his own measure, entered briefly on 
its defence. Nor did he fail to charge the minis¬ 
ter with violating the promise made from the 
throne, when, in contradiction to that solemn 
assurance given by his own authority, he had dis¬ 
solved the late parliament. — But Pitt, confident 
in the strength of his numbers, while he was sus¬ 
tained equally by the crown and by the country, 
remained as insensible to threats, as to blandish¬ 
ments. Disdaining, he said, a hollow unanimity, 
he refused to omit a word of the proposed ad¬ 
dress. With ironical commendations on Fox’s 
firmness in attempting to justify the “ East India 
Bill,” he maintained that the nation had sate in 
judgment upon that measure, and on its authors, 
whom they had pronounced guilty of rapacity 
and criminal ambition. Alluding to Fox’s recent 
Success in Covent-garden, he denied that it exhi¬ 
bited a test of public opinion, as it had been emi¬ 
nently produced by .the interference of female 
charms, which superseded every other considera¬ 
tion : thus indirectly naming the duchess his 
auxiliary. Pitt concluded by sarcastically con¬ 
gratulating the head of opposition on the extent 
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of bis fgme, which spreading to the remotest 
corner of Great Britain, had, procured his elec¬ 
tion for the Orkney and Shetland Islands. , 

To an harangue so personal. Fox made no 
reply; and the division immediately taking place, 
administration displayed a majority of one hun¬ 
dred and sixty-eight, in a house where near four 
hundred members were present; the respective 
numbers being 282 and 114. 

As. the first political division in the newly- 
elected assembly, it must have been most grateful 
to the minister, who beheld his power established 
on So firm a foundation: but it likewise exhibited 
to him a. proof how differently the house felt 
respecting other points, where the British consti¬ 
tution, or the chartered rights of the subject, were 
invaded. On the same evening, a few hours 
earlier, Pitt could only carry the previous ques¬ 
tion against Lee by ninety-seven votes, when a 
motion was made that “ the high bailiff of West¬ 
minster ought to have returned two members for 
that city.” It would have been honourable no 
less to the judgment than to the feelings of the 
administration, if they had conceded to this senti¬ 
ment so strongly pronounced: but party spirit is 
incapable of magnanimity, of moderation, or even 
of equity. 

25th May — 7th. June — Instead of bringing 
forward without delay all those legislative and 
financial measures which the critical state of the 
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country, and the advanced season of the year, 
naturally demanded from a new parliament,— 
instead of endeavouring, as far as possible, to 
redeem the time that had been sacrificed since 
the preceding month of November, during which 
period all the wheels of government had stood 
nearly still in every department,—instead of 
allowing Fox to take his seat for Westminster, 
as sound policy, even without any mixture of 
liberality, would have dictated, leaving to Sir 
Cecil Wray the task of proving before a commit¬ 
tee of the house, if he should be able, his own 
superiority of good and legal votes,—instead of 
this dignified and impartial line of proceeding, 
narrow and vindictive counsels were adopted in 
the cabinet. It was determined, at whatever risk 
or price, to prevent Fox from taking his seat 
for the city that had elected him, and to render 
every other public object subservient to his ex¬ 
clusion. All the little passions of human nature 
Were called into action, in order to oppress a for¬ 
midable and illustrious individual. I am sensible 
that in passing this censure on Mr. Pitt’s conduct 
towards his rival, I condemn myself, since I sup¬ 
ported, and voted with him on every question 
relative to the Westminster election: but, in 
writing these Memoirs, I acknowledge no guide 
except truth, and shall never hesitate to applaud, 
or to condemn any transaction from personal con¬ 
siderations. Nor, indeed, does it follow that the 
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acts which we contemplate with regret, or with 
concern, in 1817, must have excited those emo¬ 
tions in 1784, when they were viewed through 
the medium of political irritation. 

Throughout the first fortnight which followed 
the address of thanks to the crown, all national 
business was postponed and swallowed up in the 
consideration of the Westminster election, or 
rather, scrutiny. During the course of nearly 
fourteen years that I sate in parliament, I never 
assisted at debates so tedious, so verbose, and so 
protracted! — circumstances which will excite less 
surprise, when we consider that legal interprets* 
tions, examinations at the bar, harangues of coun¬ 
sel, and technical illustrations or discussions rela¬ 
tive to the intention of the statutes regulating 
elections, constituted the greater part of the enter¬ 
tainment. The house not unfrequently remained 
sitting till a very late hour of the night ; some¬ 
times till six on the ensuing morning, while the 
gentlemen of the long robe maintained the dis¬ 
pute with equal pertinacity. Fox demanded that 
a return should be made for Westminster, that he 
should be seated, and that the petition of Sir 
Cecil Wray might be tried by the regulations 
of the “ Grenville Bill,” which would decide on 
the merits of the case. 

The first minister, it must be owned, on this 
occasion adopted the resentment of the court, 
and became an active instrument of persecution. 
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Perhaps I may. feet it more sensibly, and express 
my disapprobation in Warmer language, from 
having myself been an object of royal and minis? 
terial enmity. It canrtot, however, be denied by 
Pitt’s greatest admirers, that the measures which 
he adopted, in order to exclude Fox from taking 
his seat for Westminster, are to be ranked among 
the least commendable, or even justifiable, acts of 
bis long administration. 

Neither the attorney-general, nor the solicitor- 
general, took the prominent part in the debates 
upon this subject. Which, from their legal emi¬ 
nence and official situations, might naturally have 
been expected. Of the former law-officer I have 
already made some mention, in the “ Memoirs of 
my own Time” already published. He unques¬ 
tionably did not want either professional or parlia¬ 
mentary talents; though, had they been unaided 
by Pitt’s determined partiality, they never would, 
in all probability, have raised him to the highest 
dignities of the long robe, nor, still less, have 
placed him in the house of peers. 

Yet, moderate as were Pepper Arden’s abilities 
when compared with the great luminaries of the 
bar in our time, they exceeded those of Macdo¬ 
nald, the solicitor-general; of whose jurispruden¬ 
tial knowledge or acquirements “ The Rolliad” 
has thus sarcastically expressed its opinion: 

“ Learn'd as Macdonald in his country’s laws/’ 
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He possessed, however, other advantages. Sprung, 
from (me of the most ancient, opulent, and ho¬ 
nourable Hebridian families, allied to some of the. 
greatest nobility of England, as well as of Scot¬ 
land; his elder brother, the feudal representative 
of the Macdonalds of the Isle of Skye, had been 
created a baron of Ireland, only a few years earlier, 
by Lord North. Nor, while speaking of the two 
younger, ought I to omit some mention of the 
first of the three brothers. Sir James Macdonald, 
who died in the prime of youth, at Home, early 
in the present reign. No man in my time ex¬ 
cited higher expectations of his future eminence 
in all the attainments of elegant literature. No 
individual since Mr. Edward King, who perished 
at nearly (he same period of life, in 1637, (the 
“ Lycidas” of Milton, swallowed up .in the waves 
of the Irish Channel,) was more bewailed by men 
of genius, for his premature end! Perhaps, how¬ 
ever, the marriage of Macdonald with the lord 
president of the council’s eldest daughter. Lady 
Louisa Gower, might contribute, more than all 
the circumstances above enumerated, to place him 
in so conspicuous an offiee as that of solicitor- 
general, under the new admiiiistration. 

To Kenyon, in an especial manner, was com¬ 
mitted by Pitt the arduous task of defending the 
high hailiff of Westminster, justifying the scru¬ 
tiny instituted by that returning officer, and pre¬ 
venting Fox from enjoying the solid fruits of his 
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late hard-earned triumph. So invidious a com¬ 
mission could not have been delegated to a more 
able head, or executed with more legal skill. 
Kenyon,—on whom the employment of master 
of the rolls had been recently conferred, and who, 
propelled by Lord Thurlow’s friendship, while he 
was sustained by his own great abilities, beheld in 
full prospect higher honours, as soon as the Earl 
of Mansfield should quit the Court of King’s 
Bench, which event his age and augmenting 
infirmities rendered apparently imminent,—en¬ 
deavoured to convince the house that Corbett 
had acted conformably to law in declining to 
make any return. 

But no individual member took a more con¬ 
spicuous share in the debates which arose upon 
this question than Lord Mulgrave. Speaking 
from the treasury-bench, moored in one of the 
best ministerial anchorage-grounds, at the Pay- 
office in Whitehall, the emoluments of which 
lucrative post he shared jointly with Mr. William 
Grenville, he looked forward to greater objects 
than prize-money, or naval distinctions in the 
line of his profession. Sustained by two younger 
brothers, both of whom possessed likewise seats 
in parliament, and who were not less devotedly 
attached than himself to the minister; he antici¬ 
pated with confidence the British peerage as the 
sure reward of his exertions, which, if not bril¬ 
liant or splendid, were at least systematic and 
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unwearied. But having, in the course of his 
various attempts to justify the high bailiff assert¬ 
ed, somewhat rashly, that “base and shuffling 
tricks had been practised during the poll, with a 
view to ensnare or entrap that officer,” Fox, who 
felt the inevitable application of those expressions 
to himself, took up the subject in such a manner 
as effectually to prevent their repetition. I scarcely 
recollect having ever seen him more strongly agi¬ 
tated. With equal solemnity of voice and de¬ 
meanour, addressing his discourse to Lord Mul- 
grave, he declared that, “ If the words just used 
were meant to apply personally to himself, before 
any evidence was heard to authenticate or prove 
them, the noble lord held a language which no 
man fit to be admitted into the company of gen¬ 
tlemen ought to use, and of which every man of 
honour would be ashamed.” 

The reproof produced an instant explanation, 
accompanied with assurances that not the most 
distant intention existed of connecting the accu¬ 
sation with himself. But the promptitude that 
Fox always exhibited in resenting and repelling 
every attack which touched his honour, when 
contrasted with the frank amenity of his manners, 
and the recognized placability of his natural dis¬ 
position, rendered him an object of respect, even 
to his political enemies. Lord Mulgrave conti¬ 
nued, indeed, to maintain throughout the sub¬ 
sequent discussions respecting -the poll, and the 
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election, that “tricks” had been used on the part 
of Fox’s friends; omitting, however, the offensive 
epithets which had preceded the accusation on 
the former evening. 

A more vociferous and entertaining, if not a 
more able advocate for the high bailiff, came for¬ 
ward in the person of Lord Mahon. This eccentric 
nobleman, who, as Earl Stanhope, has acted a con¬ 
spicuous as well as a very useful part in the discus¬ 
sions of the house of peers during a long period of 
time, and whose recent death may, in my opinion, 
be considered as a public misfortune, was brought 
up by his father principally at Geneva. He had 
there imbibed very strong republican, or rather, 
levelling principles; ill adapted to a man whose 
high birth and prospects should naturally have 
inspired him with sentiments more favourable to 
monarchy. If he had flourished a century and a 
half earlier, under Charles the First, instead of 
under George the Third, he would unquestion¬ 
ably have rivalled Ludlow, or Algernon Sydney, 
in their attachment to a commonwealth. His 
person was tall and thin, his countenance ex¬ 
pressive of ardour and impetuosity, as were all 
his movements. Over his whole figure, and even 
his dress, an air of puritanism reminded the 
beholder of the sectaries under Cromwell, rather 
than a young man of quality in an age of refine¬ 
ment and elegance. He possessed stentorian lungs 
and a powerful voice, always accompanied with 
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violent gesticulation. “The Kolliad” describes 
him as 

“ Mahon, outroaring torrents in their course.” 

So strongly did he always enforce his arguments 
by his gestures, as to become indeed sometimes 
a troublesome neighbour, when greatly animated 
by his subject. He commonly spoke from the 
row behind the treasury-bench. In the course of 
one of his harangues, respecting a measure, that 
he had himself suggested, the object of which was 
the suppression of smuggling; impelled by the 
warmth of his feelings, just as he was commend¬ 
ing his friend and relation, the first minister, for 
“ his endeavours to knock smuggling on the head 
at one Wow,” he actually dealt Mr. Pitt, who sat 
below him, a smart stroke on the head. This 
manual application of his metaphor convulsed the 
house with laughter, and not a little surprized the 
chancellor of the exchequer; but it seemed nei¬ 
ther to disconcert, nor to arrest, the impetuosity 
of Lord Mahon’s eloquence. Since the ludicrous 
circumstance of Lord North’s taking off Welbore 
Ellis’s wig on the ohafe of his scabbard, no scene 
more comic had been acted within the walls of 
the house of commons. The sapie satirical pro* 
duction which I before cited, when alluding to 
Lord Mahon, says, 

“ This Quixote of the nation 
Beats his own windmills in gesticulation* 

To strike, not please, his utmost force he bends, 

And all his sense is at his fingers' ends." 
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Scarcely any individual took so active a part 
against Fox on the hustings, during the progress 
of the poll, as Lord Mahon had done, and few 
surpassed him in zeal for the administration. To 
Pitt he was doubly allied, having first married 
his sister, .Lady Hester, whose second daughter 
of the same name has been proclaimed Queen 
of Palmyra by some Arab tribes. His second 
wife, one of the minister’s nearest relatives, was 
a daughter of Mr. Henry Grenville. 

Nor did Fox want powerful supporters 
throughout the long discussions relative to his 
election; among whom Lord North and Sheridan 
appeared most conspicuous: but no member of 
opposition attracted so much attention, or, more 
properly to speak, excited so much animadver¬ 
sion, as Erskine. Though not possessed of a seat 
in the new parliament, yet being employed in 
the capacity of an .advocate, he exerted every 
faculty of his powerful mind, when pleading the 
cause of his friend, at the bar of the house. Dur¬ 
ing the examination of Grojan the deputy-bailiff 
who was likewise the legal adviser of Corbett, 
a curious incident arose, which for a short time 
interrupted the proceedings. I shall briefly state 
the particulars. 

Grojan having asserted that Fox’s agents were 
acquainted with the lists of bad votes polled for 
him, Erskine desired to be informed how, or by 
what proofs, it was pretended to ascertain that 
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the persons in question were actually agents of 
Fox ? The witness replying, that “ he so inferred, 
because they appeared as his friendsErskine, 
with his characteristic promptitude and audacity, 
wholly regardless of any respect for the assembly 
before whom he spoke, observed that, “ if all Fox’s 
friends were to be considered as his agents, almost 
every honest man throughout the country might 
be so esteemed, who was not a member of that 
house.” An insinuation so injurious, as well as 
insulting, produced general indignation among 
the ministerial ranks; and Sir James Johnstone 
rising in his place, demanded whether counsel 
was to be allowed thus to abuse and vilify the 
house, under pretence of examining a witness 
placed at their bar ? Sir James, the elder brother 
of Sir William Pulteney, and of Governor John¬ 
stone, realized our ideas of those hardy Scots, the 
companions of Wallace, or of Robert Bruce; cast 
as he was in a Herculean mould, of an uncouth 
aspect, rude address, and almost gigantic propor¬ 
tions. The counsel being ordered to withdraw, a 
short but acrimonious conversation ensued; Sir 
James, notwithstanding the efforts exerted from 
the opposition side of the house, with a view to 
compel him to desist from his charge, maintain¬ 
ing steadily that the individual who had offended 
should be called in, and made to repeat his words. 
Great blame was attributed to the Speaker, who, 
instead of repressing such disorderly language, 
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allowed it to pass unnoticed. Cornwall admitted 
that Erskine’s conduct was improper and repre¬ 
hensible ; but excused himself for not interfering, 
by his not having heard the particular expression 
that gave offence. It seemed uncertain whether 
the house would have allowed the matter to rest 
here, if Pitt had not interposed to allay the warmth 
excited; observing with apparent suavity, though 
not unaccompanied by a degree of sarcasm, that 
** he imagined the counsel had no bad intention 
when he uttered the words; or perhaps it might 
form a part of his instructions, to act in the 
manner that had excited animadversion.” The 
ministerial interposition proved effectual in quell¬ 
ing the irritation of the assembly. Fox judi¬ 
ciously remained silent, and Erskine being again 
summoned to the bar, the examination proceeded 
without further comment. 

As I may not find any more appropriate occa¬ 
sion than this event offers, for speaking of a man 
who, during the last forty years, has so deservedly 
occupied so high a place in the public attention, 
and whom I have very particularly known at 
various periods of my life; I shall embrace it, in 
order to present to the reader of these Memoirs 
an imperfect portrait of Erskine. He forms, I 
believe, the only instance in our history, of an 
individual, who after having served in the army 
and the navy, both which services he quitted with 
discontent, has attained to the highest honours 
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and emoluments of the bar, to a prodigious pro¬ 
fessional reputation, and finally to the peerage. 
Bishop Burnet, when speaking of Pemberton, who 
was made chief justice of the King’s Bench by 
Charles the Second, towards the end of his reign, 
adds: “ His rise was so particular, that it is worth 
the being remembered. In his youth he mixed 
with such lewd company, that he quickly spent 
all he had, and ran so deep in debt, that he was 
quickly cast into a jail, where he lay many years. 
But he followed his studies so dose in the jail, 
that he became one of the ablest men of his pro¬ 
fession.” There is, however, a wide interval be¬ 
tween Pemberton’s and Erskine’s elevation. A 
combination of moral and physical qualities, which 
rarely meet in the same person, and which were 
finally crowned by fortune in defiance of proba¬ 
bility, favoured Erskine. Descended from the 
royal line of Scottish kings, he may nevertheless 
be accounted an Englishman, if an uninterrupted 
residence of almost half a century in this country, 
and a total absence during that time from the soil 
that gave him birth, can constitute a denizen of 
England. Dining in company with Lord Erskine, 
not long since, at the HonourableRobertGreville’s, 
he assured me that he had never visited Scotland 
since the year 1769- Inheriting scarcely any pa¬ 
trimonial fortune; disgusted alike with the naval 
and the military profession; having imprudently ' 
married while very young; and finding himself 
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encumbered with a numerous, augmenting fa¬ 
mily;—every incitement which could propel to 
exertion, operated on his mind. The bar, and the 
bar only, opened a field, which, if followed up 
with success, would infallibly conduct to fortune, 
and probably to dignity. But, how qualify him¬ 
self, at the age of twenty-five or six, for such a 
career, at once dry, laborious, difficult, and un¬ 
certain ? It required uncommon energies of cha¬ 
racter, severe application, and many renunciations, 
in order to acquire the jurisprudential knowledge 
necessary even for entering the lists. By steady 
and continued efforts, during the progress of 
which he sequestered himself for at least two 
years in a great degree from the dissipation of 
society, he surmounted those impediments, and 
presented himself on the arena of the law. Kep- 
pel’s trial, which took place in consequence of 
the transactions of the 27th July, 1778, (a day 
not marked in our naval annals, like those of 
Camperdown, of Aboukir, or of Trafalgar, as a 
triumphant anniversary,) fortunately presented 
to Erskine an opportunity for rendering himself 
advantageously known to the public. The ex¬ 
pectations excited by his talents, together with 
the nature of his recognized political opinions, 
having procured him to be retained on the side 
of the accused admiral; he displayed so happy 
a mixture of ability, eloquence, and spirit, as 
at once to establish his legal reputation. I 
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have heard him relate some of the particulars 
of that pleading, not very long after they took 
place; for no man was more easily induced 
to talk of himself and his own performances. 
Making, however, every allowance for the em¬ 
bellishments of self-love, or rather, of inordinate 
vanity, he unquestionably impressed his hearers 
with the highest respect and admiration. A fear¬ 
less temper, approaching sometimes to temerity, 
yet usually under the restraint of judgment, en¬ 
abled him to break through the shackles pre¬ 
viously imposed on courts of law. Erskine suc¬ 
cessfully undertook to spurn at precedents; to 
strike out a new path to eminence; to appal or 
silence the judges themselves; to intimidate, 
convince, or seduce the juries; to appeal from the 
understanding to the feelings; to invoke religion 
in aid of reason; to cite Scripture whenever it 
' suited his purposes; to oppose the Bible against 
Blackstone; finally, to lead captive his audience, 
and to carry the cause that he defended or es¬ 
poused, by extorting a sort of involuntary sub¬ 
mission, sometimes yielded almost in defiance of 
evidence, facts, belief, or conviction. 

. Whatever exaggeration may appear in this de¬ 
scription, those persons who are best acquainted 
with the trials on which Erskine has distinguished 
himself, will not think the portrait overcharged. 
They will recollect the successful defence of Lord 
George Gordon, made by him in February 1781; 
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that equally celebrated pleading for the Dean of 
St. Asaph, Shipley, in 1784; the harangues which 
Saved Stockdale, and the publisher of Paine's 
“ Age of Reasonfinally, his efforts in favour of 
Home Tooke, Hardy, and the revolutionists of 
the year 1794; together with so many other ex* 
ertions of eloquence immortalized in the records 
of our criminal jurisprudence. Even the great 
luminaries of law, when arrayed in their ermine, 
and armed with all the official sanctity or ma¬ 
jesty of their office, bent under his ascendancy, 
and seemed to he half subdued by his intelligence, 
or awed by his vehemence, pertinacity, and un¬ 
daunted character. Buller, in whose office, before 
his promotion to the bench, Erskine had studied 
the rudiments of his profession,—a man of distin* 
guished ability, though caricatured in the print- 
shops of the capital, under the name of Judge 
Thumb, from an unfortunate declaration which 
he made relative to the powers of correction 
legally vested in the husband over the wife,— 
Buller, who, in 1784, was one of the inferior 
judges of the Court of King’s Bench, but who 
long aspired, not without reason, to occupy the 
first place in that tribunal, found himself over¬ 
powered, on many occasions, by Erskine. The 
Earl of Mansfield himself, the oracle of Themis, 
before whom every created thing under the roof 
of Westminster Hall became dumb or sub¬ 
missive; unable, or reluctant, to impose silence 
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on one of his own countrymen, sprung like the 
Murrays from a noble stock, and shedding a 
lustre over the soil that dike gave them birth;— 
even he often seemed to shrink from the contest, 
and gave way to the impetuous inflexibility of 
an individual, who, though sometimes foiled, yet, 
like Anteus, derived strength from every fall. If 
Churchill very unjustly depictured Wedderbum as 
“ Mute at the bar, but in the senate loud,” 
the converse of the proposition, it was said, might 
apply to Erskine, as being “loud at the bar, but 
in the senate mute.” Not that, when a member 
of the house of commons, he commonly sate silent 
on great questions, as I can attest; and still less 
did he absent himself: though he unquestionably 
did not display within the walls of that assembly 
the overwhelming influence which distinguished 
him when pleading before a court of law. His 
genius, irresistible while professionally exerted, 
appeared to be rebuked under the majestic elo¬ 
quence of Pitt. 

In his person, Erskine combined great elegance 
of figure and manner. His movements were all 
rapid; appropriate to, and corresponding with, the 
texture of his mind. Intelligence flashed from 
his eyes; and his features, regular, prepossessing, 
as well as harmonious, bespoke him of no vulgar 
extraction. He was slender, finely proportioned, 
and of a just stature. The tones of his voice, 
though sharp, were full; destitute of any tinge 
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of Scottish accent, and adequate to every pro* 
fessional purpose or exigency. Far inferior in 
legal knowledge, not only to Kenyon, but to 
Scott, Mitford, and many other practitioners at 
the bar, he overleaped the fences that he could 
not open or remove; brought forward auxiliaries 
unknown before to the coif; ransacked authorities 
never dreamed of by his brethren; quoted the 
Pentateuch, or the Proverbs, more frequently than 
Coke upon Littleton; and bewildered or fasci¬ 
nated his hearers. From great defects and weak¬ 
nesses he was not exempt. His vanity was ob¬ 
trusive, and insatiable. Narcissus was not more 
enamoured of his person, than Erskine was of 
his talents; nor contemplated his own image with 
more complacency, even in the most troubled 
fountain. Portraits of Erskine, as Counsellor Ego, 
were sold in the shops. His own speeches, ac¬ 
tions, and importance, which seemed ever present 
to his mind, continually formed the theme of his 
discourse. How great therefore must have been 
his mortification, when, on being presented to 
Bonaparte in 1802, at Paris, the Corsican First 
Consul, instead of recognizing his extended fame, 
and beholding in him the future chancellor of 
Great Britain, only said, (t Etes vous UgisteV' The 
truth of this anecdote rests with Fox’s Irish bio¬ 
grapher and panegyrist, Trotter; but I see no 
reason to doubt it. Joseph Scaliger, when be was 
presented to Henry the Fourth of France, from 
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whom he anticipated the most flattering reception, 
underwent a similar, and a much coarser over¬ 
throw to his vanity and self-love. Erskine pos¬ 
sessed, however, many elegant accomplishments, 
rarely found in the walks of the Temple, or of 
Lincoln’s Inn; and not usually united by the 
most expanded mind, with the dry study of sta¬ 
tutes and. digests of law. He was a poet of no 
common order; and I have heard him repeat his 
own verses, with nearly as much delight as he 
felt, himself, in reciting them. 

Among the charming women who, in 1784, 
adorned the court of Charlotte of Mecklenburg- 
Strelitz, (or, more properly to speak, the English 
capital; for scarcely could the queen be said to 
have any court,) might well be accounted Lady 
Payne, now Lady Lavington ; her husband. Sir 
Ralph Payne, having been subsequently created 
an Irish baron. A native of Vienna, Mademoiselle 
de Kelbel—so she was named before her marriage 
— then resided with the Princess Joseph Ponia- 
towska, widow of one of his late Polish Majesty’s 
brothers, who had been many years in the Aus¬ 
trian service, where he attained the rank of 
general. Her person and manners were full of 
grace. At Sir Ralph’s house in Grafton-street, 
the leaders of opposition frequently met; and 
Erskine having one day dined there, found him¬ 
self so indisposed as to be obliged to retire after 
dinner to another apartment. Lady Payne, who 
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was incessant in her attentions to him, enquired, 
when he returned to the company, how he found 
himself? Erskine took out a bit of paper, and 
wrote on it, 

“ ’Tis true I am ill, but I cannot complain; 

For be never knew Pleasure, wbo never knew Payne." 

Sir Ralph, with whom I was well acquainted, 
always appeared to be a good-natured, pleasing, 
well-bred man. His Star rendered him, like Sir 
John Irwine, Sir William Gordon, Sir George 
Warren, and other Knights of the Bath of that 
period, a conspicuous as well as an ornamental 
member of the house of commons; but he was 
reported not always to treat his wife with kind¬ 
ness. Sheridan calling on her one morning, 
found her in tears, which she placed, however, 
to the account of her monkey, who had expired 
only an hour or two before, and for whose loss 
she expressed deep regret. “ Pray write me an 
epitaph for him,” added she; “ his name was 
Ned.” Sheridan instantly penned these lines: 

“ Alas I poor Ned 
My monkey's dead! 

I had rather by half 
It had been Sir Ralph.” 

In his political attachments Erskine was ardent 
and impetuous, yet steady; devoted to Fox, 
whom he continued to follow through all the 
progress of the French revolution. Nor was he 
less warmly attached to the Prince of Wales, 
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whose attorney-general he had been appointed 
immediately after his royal highness set up his 
standard of opposition to the king on repairing 
to Carlton House. From that office, his defence 
of Tom Paine occasioned his dismission; but it 
was only to re-appear subsequently in the more 
dignified character of chancellor to the heir appa¬ 
rent. Erskine’s professional labours speedily ex¬ 
pelled the demon of poverty from his dwelling; 
and no man seemed better to know the value of 
money,—for he appeared to have constantly be¬ 
fore his eyes Juvenal’s 

“ Haud facile emergunt, quorum virtutibus obstat 
Res angusta domi.” 

He acquired, as he well deserved to do, a large 
fortune; but the modes to which he had recourse, 
and the Trans-Atlantic securities in which he 
invested his money, with a view, as he conceived, 
to its preservation, in case of a great national con¬ 
vulsion here at home,—precautions adopted by 
him during the revolutionary war,—neither did 
credit to his prudence, nor honour to his patriot¬ 
ism. Fortune, rather than his pre-eminent abili¬ 
ties, finally placed the great seal in his hand for a 
short time, and seated him in the upper house of 
parliament. If Pitt had survived eight months 
longer; or if, reversing the events. Fox had died 
in January, and Pitt in September of the same 
year, 1806; Erskine probably would have re¬ 
mained to the present day a commoner. But, on 
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the decease of the first minister, the remaining 
members of the cabinet, conscious of the awful 
crisis in which this country stood, after the de¬ 
plorable humiliation of Austria in the campaign 
of 1805 under Mack, agreed in advising and 
exhorting the king to accept their resignation; 
calling, of course. Fox, Lords Grenville and Grey, 
to his counsels. The Duke of Montrose, who 
was one of that cabinet, assured me so himself, 
very soon after the event took place. When, 
however, the list of individuals selected as proper 
for filling the office of chancellor was delivered 
in to his majesty by the new ministers—at the 
head of which paper appeared Erskine’s name; 
they were far from expecting, as one of the party 
declared to me, that the king would have ac¬ 
quiesced in the recommendation. George the 
Third made no objection; only observing to them, 
“Remember, he is your chancellor, not mine-” 
and Erskine received the great seal, to the asto¬ 
nishment of his own political friends. The de¬ 
fender of Paine, and of Horne Tooke, could not 
be other than obnoxious to the king; who, if 
his choice had been wholly unfettered, would 
probably have named Piggott to the high office 
in question. Erskine might, in such case, never 
have sate upon the woolsack, nor have attained to 
the peerage; but his legal reputation would not 
have suffered by the exclusion: for he proved 
that an advocate of paramount abilities might 
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make a very inadequate chancellor. His decrees 
will not be ranked with those of Yorke, or of 
Scott; and scarcely with those of Bathurst. 

It may, perhaps, be supposed, or assumed, that 
if Erskine had not attained to this dignity in 
1806, he would have reached it six years later, 
in 1812; when the regent, being liberated from 
the restrictions imposed on him by parliament, 
could have followed his own inclination in the 
selection of ministers. I admit, that if the king 
had died in the autumn of 1810, or if the Prince 
of Wales had been instantly invested at that 
period with all the prerogatives of sovereignty* 
such an event might probably have taken place. 
But, during the interval of about fifteen months 
which elapsed between his majesty’s last attack 
of mental alienation and his son’s complete eman¬ 
cipation from all restraint. Lord Eldon had 
made a deep and favourable impression on the 
regent’s mind, as well as on his affections. That 
nobleman, who to great legal talents, and a sound 
judgment, joins qualities of a more companionable 
description, is by no means averse to the con¬ 
viviality of the table. Like the elder Cato, of 
whom Horace asserts that he frequently warmed 
his virtue by the stimulus of wine. Lord Eldon 
willingly indulges, within proper limits, in that 
gratification. Of him it may be justly said (as 
the same poet does of Corvinus Messala, when 
alluding to the “amphora,” in his “O nata 
mecum,”) 
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“ Non ille, quanquam Socraticis madet 
Sermonibus, te negliget horriduft,” 

It can, therefore, excite no surprize if I state that 
Lord Erskine, though from long habits of inter¬ 
course he must have been more personally fa¬ 
miliar with his royal highness than the present 
chancellor, does not occupy a higher place in his 
confidence. I know indeed, from good authority, 
that during the summer of 1815, Lord Eldon, 
finding himself attacked by infirmities and dis¬ 
eases which, as he apprehended, would or might 
disqualify him for fulfilling the laborious duties 
of his office, addressed a letter to the regent, 
requesting permission to resign his employment. 
In reply, the prince besought him to lay aside 
any such intention; and added, among other flat¬ 
tering expressions, that “ he was the only man in 
the cabinet upon whom he (the regent) could 
repose with confidence.” 

Lord Eldon complied with the royal wish; 
and some time afterwards, while dining with 
Lord Liverpool, having drunk at least a bottle of 
port wine, he pulled out the letter in question, 
and put it into the hands of the first lord of the 
treasury for his perusal. That minister, not a 
little wounded, as well as irritated, at the exclu¬ 
sive moral preference manifested towards the 
chancellor, hurried away next morning to Carlton 
House, and tendered his resignation. Surprized 
at so unexpected an event, his royal highness 
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requested to be informed of the motives that 
gave rise to it. Lord Liverpool replied by stat¬ 
ing the nature of the written communication 
which Lord Eldon had shewn him under the 
prince’s hand; adding, that “ if confidence could 
be no longer reposed in him, it became him to 
retire from office.” 

The regent experienced, however, very little 
difficulty in calming this ebullition of ministerial 
resentment; and over another bottle he effected 
a pacification. In fact, the chancellor and Lord 
Sidmouth are the only two members of the pre¬ 
sent cabinet whose convivial temper sympathized 
with that of the prince. 

Lord Erskine, verging, as he now is, rapidly 
towards his seventieth year, though in the full 
possession of all his mental, no less than of his 
bodily faculties, yet appears very unlikely to hold 
the great seal a second time. Decorated with the 
order of the Thistle, and long retired from the 
bar, he should rather be considered as a friend 
and a companion of the regent, than as any longer 
a candidate for the dignity of chancellor. I re¬ 
gard his legal and his political race as in fact ter¬ 
minated, though he may long continue to speak 
and vote in the house of peers. The elevated 
and generous spirit of independence which he 
displayed throughout the whole parliamentary 
proceedings instituted against the unhappy queen 
of George the Fourth, have covered Lord Erskine 
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with immortal honour; and have stamped him in 
age, as he was in youth, the intrepid defender of 
oppressed or persecuted individuals. In order just¬ 
ly to appreciate his merit, we must recollect how 
ardent was his personal affection to the sovereign 
whose will he opposed. Only a paramount sense 
of moral duty, and a conscientious discharge of it, 
could have ever surmounted that strong attach¬ 
ment, cemented by so many years of service. To 
the queen he was altogether unknown. If such 
conduct does not entitle to admiration and ap¬ 
plause, I am at a loss*to know what can ensure 
it. Posterity will remunerate him. 

8 th June .—One of the most interesting de¬ 
bates at which I was ever present, took place 
when Welbore Ellis, with his characteristic for¬ 
mality, after a tedious speech, concluded by mov¬ 
ing that “ the high bailiff of Westminster be 
ordered forthwith to make return of two mem¬ 
bers.” Ellis himself, who had long toiled ineffec¬ 
tually in the ranks of opposition, was elevated to 
' the British peerage, about ten years later, when 
near fourscore years of age; thus receiving, like 
so many others, that dignity from the hand of 
Pitt which he found it vain to hope he ever 
could attain "from Fox. It is difficult to convey 
an adequate idea of the oration—for such it 
might properly be deemed, as much as any of 
those attributed to Demosthenes or to Tully— 
which the last-mentioned illustrious but perse- 
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cuted member pronounced on this occasion. It 
comprised all that eloquence, sustained by a just 
cause, could combine to persuade and to gain 
over his judges: but, however brilliant might be 
the matter, it wanted prudence in its conception, 
and brevity in its delivery. After pointedly an¬ 
swering, seriatim. Lord Mulgrave, the Master of 
the Rolls, and Lord Mahon; against each of whom 
he protested, not without reason, as prejudiced 
individuals unfit to vote upon such a question; he. 
addressed himself personally to Pitt. In animated 
language he exhorted the new first minister not to 
become an instrument of oppression in the hands of 
others; thereby forming a precedent, which, while 
it disgraced the house of commons, would infalli¬ 
bly open the eyes of all moderate men throughout 
the nation. Treating with derision the pretend¬ 
ed scruples of Corbett, the high bailiff, as being 
inspired, not by conscience, nor by justice, but as 
a low contrivance of his own ministerial enemies^ 
with a view to prevent his being returned mem¬ 
ber for Westminster; he again demanded that 
the validity of his election should be referred to a 
committee appointed under “ the Grenville Bill.” 
With impassioned declamation he owned and 
lamented his own poverty, which imposing oh 
his friends the necessity of defraying from their 
private purses the enormous expences of an inter¬ 
minable scrutiny, wounded his feelings in the 
deepest manner. Never, he said, till the present 
VOL. i. h 
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occasion, did he languish for affluence, or deplore 
his incapacity to maintain with his own fortune 
his own right 1 Then, with consummate impru¬ 
dence, but in words of great energy, he directed 
his whole artillery against the secret advisers of the 
measure. Against the sovereign himself, whom, 
without violating the forms of the house, he de¬ 
signated in very intelligible terms, and whose 
sacred name, he said, had been prostituted in the 
most shameless manner, during the progress of 
the election, to the subversion of all decency or 
law; he levelled his severest observations. Nor 
did he allow Jenkinson to escape under the veil 
of silence, obscurity, and retirement, beneath 
which he attempted or affected to shelter himself 
since Pitt’s entrance on office. 

Assuming as a fact, that the new minister was 
only the ostensible author of those measures which 
he did not direct, and could not control; an accu¬ 
sation which, it must be admitted, was wholly des¬ 
titute of proof, and, as I believe, of truth; Fox 
exclaimed, “ I am far from attributing to the 
chancellor of the exchequer the guilt of being a 
voluntary instrument in this vile affair. He is 
not, I am well aware, a free agent. Not, there¬ 
fore, to him, but to its true authors, do I impute 
the act; to that obstinate, dark, and short-sighted 
spirit, which, like a species of infatuation, per¬ 
vades, as it has uniformly guided and oversha¬ 
dowed, the councils of this unfortunate country. 
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throughout the whole progress of the present dis¬ 
graceful and calamitous reign. I attribute it to 
that weak, that ruinous and damnable system, 
which has produced all our miseries, and all our 
misfortunes, in every quarter of the globe; to 
those secret advisers of the crown, whose rancour 
is only surpassed by their cruelty; and whose 
malignant nature impels them to pursue with 
insatiate revenge the object of their enmity.” 
When we maturely weigh the import of these 
expressions, and consider how deep a stain they 
affix on the person whom they describe; we can¬ 
not wonder that the individual who used them 
should have remained two-and-twenty years 
excluded from the councils of the sovereign 
whom he thus accused. Fox, by allowing his 
indignation to overpower his discretion, in fact 
confirmed his rival in office, while he closed the 
doors of employment on himself. How could 
George the Third voluntarily admit into his 
cabinet a man who had so pointedly held him 
up to the condemnation of his own subjects? 
If Fox had changed the nature of his attack, 
and transferred his accusations exclusively to the 
minister, opportunities might and would have 
arisen for facilitating his return to power. It 
is true that the first Earl of Chatham, while he 
still remained a commoner, had made use of simi¬ 
lar language; but that great statesman spoke 
from higher ground than Fox, and with more 

h 2 
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effect, after having triumphed, in the eyes of all 
Europe, over the united power of the house of 
Bourbon. Nor did even his example hold out 
any encouragement to such a denunciation of the 
king; since, after his resignation in 1761, during 
the course of seventeen years that Lord Chatham 
survived, he was scarcely all together a single year 
in office. 

• Jenkinson was present during the whole of 
this severe philippic; but he possessed too much 
command over his passions to notice Fox's in¬ 
sinuations. With consummate judgment, he had 
withdrawn himself as much as possible from the 
public eye, and waited in silence for his future, 
reward. Far from taking as yet any ostensible 
part or place in the new administration, he 
avoided at this time ever approaching the trea¬ 
sury bench; mixed personally in none of the 
debates; but, modestly seating himself at a dis¬ 
tance, on the opposition side, towards the lower 
part of the house, he seemed studiously to shun 
observation. Presumptive heir, as he was, to the 
title and estate of Sir Banks Jenkinson, he had 
likewise unquestionably secured the promise of a 
British peerage, as soon as circumstances should 
enable the sovereign and his minister to bestow 
on him that dignity, without exciting too much 
animadversion. Even his name was not to be 
found at this time in the Court Calendar, con¬ 
nected with any English office. So supple, cau- 
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tious, and patient was he; and by such unmark¬ 
ed steps did he advance as it were in the dark, 
feeling his way up to the house of lords! Neither 
did Pitt, in his reply, condescend to notice, or to 
refute, the assertion made of his being, himself, 
only a puppet agitated by unseen wires; though 
he retorted on his adversary every accusation 
calculated to render him an object of national 
reprobation. With contemptuous irony he ob¬ 
served, that Lord North and Fox had not during 
many years agreed on any political question, 
except in their decision upon the memorable 
Middlesex election, which seated Colonel Luttrell 
in the house; a decision now so generally con¬ 
demned: and next, in their condemnation of 
“ the Grenville Bill;” a bill now so universally 
applauded. Fox’s early employment under Lord 
North’s administration, followed by his subse¬ 
quent opposition to that minister, and terminat¬ 
ing in their coalition, necessarily subjected him 
to comments on his parliamentary inconsistency 
or contradictions. 

The motion of Welbore Ellis was negatived by 
seventy-eight , after a debate protracted to a late 
hour. Yet even in this triumph the minister 
might find ground for mortification; and he must 
have involuntarily felt how languid or reluctant 
was the support extended to him on the present 
question, compared with the vast majority that 
carried the address to the crown, at the opening of 
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the session. The opposition could only produce 
on that occasion 114 votes; while 117 divided for 
compelling the high bailiff to make a return to 
the precept. On the other hand, though 282 
members voted with administration, when they 
were called on to manifest their loyalty to the 
sovereign, and their confidence in the govern¬ 
ment ; 195 could with difficulty be found to carry 
a question of personal oppression. So strong was 
the moral sense of right and wrong, even in an 
assembly convoked under the warmest impres¬ 
sions of partiality towards the Tninister, and of 
corresponding condemnation for the coalition! 
Availing himself of his numerical superiority, 
conscious of the invidious nature of the question, 
and desirous, if possible, to terminate a contest 
which, as he well knew, violated the principles of 
justice; Pitt lost not a moment in moving that 
“ the high bailiff do proceed in the scrutiny 
with all practicable dispatch.” The motion was 
carried; and Corbett, being called to the bar, 
received from the Speaker’s mouth information 
of the decision of the house. Thus may be said 
to have finished the first act of a political farce, 
in which, though Fox was overborne by num¬ 
bers, the minister could derive little gratification 
from his victory. Public opinion amply indem¬ 
nified the vanquished representative for West¬ 
minster. During other periods of the present 
reign, when the tide ran with less impetuosity in 
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favour of the sovereign, and of administration, so 
oppressive an exertion of power against an indi¬ 
vidual might even have produced consequences 
most injurious to the government. But the un¬ 
popularity of the coalition , aggravated by the ge¬ 
neral condemnation which “ the East India Bill” 
had excited throughout the country, supplied 
every deficiency of substantial justice, and sus¬ 
tained the new chancellor of the exchequer in his 
elevation. 

9th —1 6th June. — The Westminster election 
being now dismissed for some months, the real 
business of the session commenced; but Burke 
first rang the knell of the departed house of com¬ 
mons, at which ceremony he performed the part 
of chief mourner. In a “ Representation,” as he 
denominated it, the reading of which at the table, 
however incredible it may seem, consumed more 
than three hours, he endeavoured to demonstrate 
that ministers had calumniated Fox’s late mea¬ 
sure; while, impelled by motives of personal 
ambition, they had advised the dissolution of an 
assembly which they could neither persuade nor 
corrupt. Every assertion contained in Burke’s 
motion constituting the severest satire both on 
the sovereign and on his ministers, it received 
an immediate negative, without producing an¬ 
swer or debate of any kind; the mover’s only 
object being to commemorate his opinions, and 
thus to transmit them to posterity, embodied in 
the journals of the house. 



104 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1784. 

A discussion of a very different nature fol¬ 
lowed, two days later, when Sawbridge revived 
the. important subject, already twice agitated 
during the existence of the late parliament, for 
amending the national representation. Its intro¬ 
duction placed the first minister in a position of 
some delicacy, since he was now called on to prove 
the sincerity of his speeches and professions when 
out of office. Sawbridge refusing to postpone his 
motion, which was “for appointing a committee 
to enquire into the present state of the repre¬ 
sentation of the commons;” being literally the 
very proposition recommended by Pitt in 1782, 
from the treasury bench; and all eyes being di¬ 
rected towards him, he was compelled to rise. 

While, in the progress of his speech, he con¬ 
tinued to profess the same ardour in the cause 
as he had always felt; he maintained, though 
without assigning any specific reasons for his opi¬ 
nion, that “it was out of season at this juncture.” 
He did not, however, fail to pledge himself in 
words the most solemn, to bring forward the 
subject, as early as it might be possible, in the 
ensuing session; protesting his sincerity in ef¬ 
fecting the object of national reform. These 
assurances of future support, combined as they 
were with such a reluctance to agitate the ques¬ 
tion immediately, did not escape Fox’s obser¬ 
vation ; who, though he affected not to distrust 
the minister’s declarations, demanded to be in- 
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formed what causes constituted the particular 
inaptitude of the present moment. But, no reply 
nor explanation being given from the treasury 
bench, Sawbridge declared that, under such re¬ 
serve, he should persist in his motion. He was a 
stem republican in his principles, almost hideous 
in his aspect, which always reminded me of Tibe¬ 
rius, as drawn by Tacitus; of a coarse figure, and 
still coarser manners; but possessing an ample 
fortune, and a strong understanding. Nor did he 
want qualifications adapted to social life, being 
indisputably the greatest proficient at the game 
of whist who was then to be found among the 
clubs in St. James’s-street Since the decease of 
Beckford, so famous for his opposition to the 
crown in the beginning of the present reign; and 
of Crosby, who was committed to the Tower by 
the house of commons; no individual in our time, 
that had filled the post of lord mayor, if we 
except Wilkes, attained to greater popularity 
than Sawbridge, previous to the existence of the 
coalition. 

A very interesting debate ensued, in which Sir 
Richard Hill took a conspicuous part. Repre¬ 
senting, as he did, a great county (Shropshire), 
where he inherited a large estate, be was heard 
with respect whenever he addressed the house. 
Warmly attached to Pitt, he had imbibed very 
deep prejudices against the coalition ; and in his 
sarcastic or satirical animadversions on Fox, it 
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must be confessed that he frequently transgressed 
the limits of strict decorum, if he did not tres¬ 
pass on the regulations of debate. With Holy 
Writ he was very familiar; and as he pressed the 
Bible constantly into his service, while speaking 
on political subjects,—not always with the gravity 
that such a book seemed to demand,—the “ Rol- 
liad” held him up conspicuously to ridicule, as 
the “ Scriptural Killigrew.” Professing himself a 
friend to parliamentary reform, he nevertheless 
coincided with the first minister in wishing to 
postpone the consideration of so important a 
question to a more propitious moment; and in 
the course of his speech, which he delivered from 
the treasury bench, he declaimed with great as¬ 
perity on the American war, as well as personally 
on Lord North, under whose administration a 
contest so ill conducted and unfortunate took 
place. That nobleman, thus attacked, stood 
up; and after combating with arguments drawn 
from experience, history, and reason, the specious 
plans of reform, to all which he professed himself 
a determined enemy, as substituting delusive 
theory in the place of great and acknowledged, 
though imperfect, benefit; he adverted to the hos¬ 
tilities with America. Far from deprecating the 
agitation of the subject, he demanded it; denied 
that he had caused the calamities so eloquently 
depictured, and called on his accusers to bring for¬ 
ward a charge against him. “ I found,” said he. 
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“ the American war when I became minister: I 
did not create it. On the contrary, it was the war 
of the country, of parliament, and approved by 
the people. But, if the gentlemen opposite think 
otherwise, let them come forward and accuse me. 
I shall not shrink. I am ready to meet, and to 
repel their charge. Nay, 1 demand it, as a matter 
of justice. There can exist no reason now for 
withholding it. I am wholly unprotected. The 
minister of the day has a house of commons to 
accuse me, a house of peers to try me; he is 
master of all the written evidence that exists 
against me. And as to parole testimony,” conti¬ 
nued he, fixing his eyes upon Dundas, “ almost 
all those individuals who were my confidential 
friends, in whom I reposed my secrets, are now 
become kit friends. Yet I court the enquiry: 
but if, when thus called on, they do not grant it, 
I must insist that they do not henceforward argue 
upon the charge as if it were proved.” 

So manly and peremptory a challenge, while it 
imposed silence on his accusers,—for not a word 
of reply proceeded from any member of adminis¬ 
tration,—produced expressions of admiration at 
the ability, as well as the firmness, which it dis¬ 
played. 

Pitt, though only three years earlier he had 
harangued with vehemence against the ministerial 
conductors of that war, and had even invoked the 
divine vengeance on their heads, yet remained 
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mute. He unquestionably felt that a parliament¬ 
ary prosecution of the minister who carried on 
that contest must involve in the culpability im¬ 
puted, the sovereign at the head of whose counsels 
he now actually presided. In fact, George the 
Third could no more have abandoned Lord North 
to the rage of his enemies, than Charles the First 
ought to have consented to the execution of Lord 
Strafford. Both ministers were equally the agents 
of the royal will, and both were alike entitled to 
protection from the prince whom they obeyed, 
if not constitutionally, according to the principles 
laid down at the revolution of 1688, yet in a 
moral and individual sense. On the other hand. 
Fox and Burke, who had now implicated them¬ 
selves with the very minister whose measures 
and policy had so long constituted the theme of 
their invectives, could not draw out in hostile 
array for his destruction. Such were the causes 
that extended a veil over the administration of 
Lord North, and consigned it to a wise oblivion; 

From this period the American war seemed to 
be nearly forgotten, and to have passed into the 
province of history, like the “ war of the Succes¬ 
sion,” or the “ war of Seven Years.” Allusion was 
indeed occasionally made to it; but it no more 
constituted, as it had done during so many ses¬ 
sions, the perpetual weapon of declamation; while 
the nobleman who had conducted it, though he 
never again came forward in an official character. 
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yet passed the remainder of his life in dignified 
repose, surrounded by admiring friends, in the 
bosom of his family. I have seen him often 
during that period, in his own drawing-room in 
Grosvenor-square. There, of evenings, with Gib¬ 
bon by his side, who formed a frequent guest 
during his visits to England from Lausanne; 
Lord North, blind and infirm, displayed not only 
insuperable suavity of temper, but disclosed the 
stores of a classic mind, wit, and variety of the 
most interesting information. Pope, when speak¬ 
ing of Sir Robert Walpole after his retreat from 
public life, says, 

“ I shun his zenith, court his mild decline/* 

But the Earl of Orford, when no longer first 
minister, by no means either possessed the same 
intellectual resources,'or'exhibited the same do¬ 
mestic virtues, as his successor in office under the 
present reign. 

Sawbridge pertinaciously refusing to postpone, 
or to withdraw his motion. Lord Mulgrave moved 
“ the previous questiona manoeuvre of which 
Sawbridge loudly complained, as an unfair expe¬ 
dient for getting rid of the proposition, without 
giving it a decided negative. After a debate of 
considerable length, on coming to a division, the 
numbers were only 125 for appointing a com¬ 
mittee, while 199 supported Lord Mulgrave; 
thus rejecting the first proposed step towards 
reform, by a majority of seventy-four votes. If 
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ever the proposition could have met with success, 
it would have been adopted in 1782, when Pitt 
agitated it under the Rockingham administra¬ 
tion. Every circumstance then conspired to 
favour its introduction: ministers deeply pledged 
to reform, who had already carried retrenchment 
into almost all the departments of the royal 
household or expenditure; a house of commons 
left without a leader, disbanded, and in which 
assembly numbers were inclined to support any 
measure that promised extrication from the state 
of distress into which the nation was plunged by 
the American war; a country humiliated, drained, 
discontented, and calling for redress; lastly, a 
sovereign fettered, disarmed, and incapable of 
opposing any effectual resistance to the measure. 
In fact, a majority of only twenty then negatived 
the motion ; so that eleven individuals, by chang¬ 
ing sides, might have carried it, and opened wide 
the door to future changes in the constitution. 
It must likewise be remembered, that in May 
1782, Lord North, who had only been driven 
from employment a few weeks, took no active 
part in opposing the proposition. He was pre¬ 
sent indeed, and voted against it; but, as if stun¬ 
ned by the late political events, to the surprize 
of his friends, he did not open his lips. Nor 
ought we to forget, that at the moment when 
Pitt addressed the house, we had reached the 
lowest point of national depression to which we 
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sunk, just previous to the intelligence of Rod¬ 
ney’s great naval victory over De Grasse. When 
a similar experiment was reiterated in the en¬ 
suing session, by the same person, its result was 
widely different. The house had already recover¬ 
ed from its apathy, and shaken off its deference 
or submission to reformers, however plausible 
their systems might appear in theory, when de¬ 
corated with the charms of eloquence. Lord 
North amply compensated for his silence in 1782, 
by his active exertions, and powerful opposition 
in 1783. On the first of those occasions the at¬ 
tendance scarcely exceeded three hundred; while 
on the second nearly four hundred and fifty 
members voted. Yet no more than one hundred 
and forty-nine persons were found to support the 
motion ; among whom the names of Thomas Pitt 
and of Henry Dundas, however respectable they 
might be individually, served only to excite 
ridicule. So soon had the cry for parliamentary 
reform subsided; and such was the operation of 
time on the minds of men, in preventing them 
from the hasty adoption of projects for ameliorat¬ 
ing the national representation! 

80$ June. —The month of June already drew 
to its dose before the new minister brought for¬ 
ward his measures of finance to meet the exi¬ 
gencies of the year; or, in parliamentary language, 
"opened the budget.” He performed this ar¬ 
duous task in a manner at once so voluminous, 
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accurate, and masterly, as to excite universal ad¬ 
miration : a sentiment which received no small 
augmentation, if we reflect that he had then only 
just completed his twenty-fifth year. Pitt may, 
indeed, be regarded as a political phenomenon, not 
likely to recur in the lapse of many ages; unless 
we should incline to consider Lord Henry Petty, 
(now Marquis of Lansdown,) who in 1806, as 
chancellor of the exchequer, executed the same 
ministerial function, to form any sort of paral¬ 
lel. Pitt’s youth furnished opposition for a long 
time with a fertile theme of ridicule and com¬ 
ment. “ The Rolliad,” describing him in 1784, 
exclaims: 

“ Above the rest, majestically great, 

Behold the infant Atlas of the state, 

The matchless miracle of modern days; 

In whom Britannia to the world displays 
A sight to make surrounding nations stare; 

A kingdom trusted to a schoolboy’s care 1” 

Early in July, this “ schoolboy” introduced his 
“ East India Billand nearly the whole month 
was consumed in the discussions or alterations 
to which it gave rise. The measure unquestion¬ 
ably could not be charged with the same im¬ 
putations of personal ambition, rapacity, and con¬ 
fiscation which Fox’s bill had occasioned: the 
consent of the directors to its introduction, and 
afterwards of the proprietors, being obtained; 
the political power antecedently vested in both 
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which bodies of men, though diminished and 
restricted, was by no means annihilated. Indeed, 
from its first introduction, down to the time of 
its finally passing the house of commons, con¬ 
cession and conciliation appeared to animate the 
minister, who modulated, expunged, or altered, 
numerous clauses and regulations. Some of these 
substitutions were suggested by his own friends 
or supporters; but the far greater part emanated 
from the ranks of opposition. Important as the 
subject was in itself, and still more important 
as it must prove in its operation or consequences, 
it neither excited the interest, nor produced the 
attendance, which had distinguished the former 
“ East India Bill.” The advanced season of the 
year, and the overwhelming majorities which ad¬ 
ministration commanded on every division, great¬ 
ly diminished the exertions of mutual hostility. 
Fox, it is true, while he justified his own bill, at¬ 
tacked the minister’s proposition with the strongest 
weapons of reason and argument. Sheridan trans¬ 
fixed it with the keenest shafts of ridicule, and 
Burke thundered against it with no less indigna¬ 
tion than Demosthenes inveighed against Philip. 
On the other hand, Jenkinson, emerging from the 
sort of obscurity in which he had attempted or 
affected to remain ever since the commencement 
of the session, now came forward for the first 
time, and from the ministerial side of the house 
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extended his active support, or, as the opposition 
denominated it, his sanction to the measure. 

2nd —28 th July. —“ I am charged,” said Fox, 
“ with erecting a fourth estate in the legislature, 
by my bill for the government of India. But, 
did it, in fact, erect any estate that was not pre* 
viously in existence? The Court of Directors 
was the fourth estate; and my bill only altered 
the nature of that estate, from one without effi¬ 
cacy, delusive, and destitute of control, to a power 
constantly under check, and removable by address 
from either house of parliament.” — “I admit 
that I took the commerce, as well as the govern¬ 
ment of India; for doing which I was traduced 
throughout the country. But, what is the mea¬ 
sure of the present minister? The new India 
Board that he proposes to erect, may send instruc¬ 
tions to India in commercial, as well as in political 
matters, where they think the revenue to be con¬ 
cerned. Oh! but, says he, the company may 
appeal. Appeal!—To whom, and from whom? 
Is such a pretended appeal anything except a 
fallacy and a farce ? Will the company appeal 
from the chancellor of the exchequer, and one 
of the secretaries of state, to the king in council ? 
And will not the king take the opinions of those 
ministers? Or does the bill mean to insinuate 
that the company may appeal from the ostensible 
cabinet, to the secret junto, who constitute the real 
government of the country ?” 
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Sheridan exposed the measure to derision, as 
being not only drawn up in the most slovenly 
manner, but deficient in all the qualities that 
could entitle it to public attention or respect. 
Pitt, in order to manifest his candour, and the 
readiness with which he adopted every sugges¬ 
tion that might render- the bill more salutary 
or palatable, having admitted twenty-one new 
clauses, which were severally distinguished by 
the letters of the alphabet, Sheridan seized on 
the circumstance, as affording ample matter for 
contemptuous comment. He entreated of some 
member to propose three more clauses, which, 
he said, were requisite in order to complete the 
ministerial horn-book. “ The chancellor of the 
exchequer acts indeed wisely,” added he, " in 
admitting that there exist good reasons for the 
alterations. If he looks round him, he will find 
reasons strong enough to make him desirous of 
conciliating those persons who, after having over¬ 
turned one administration, are powerful enough 
to make him feel that he is a mere creature of 
their own formation, whom, as they have set up, 
so they may pull down at pleasure.” The appli¬ 
cation of these insinuations, as well as of Fox’s 
allusions, to the pretended influence of Jenkinson 
behind the throne, was too obvious to be mis¬ 
taken by any person. Pitt did not, however, 
condescend to answer, or even to notice, such 
aspersions. 
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In language more indignant, Burke made the 
roof resound with his declamations against every 
part of the bill; which measure he consigned to 
the abhorrence of Europe and of Asia, as only 
framed for purposes of malversation, tyranny, and 
oppression. He reprobated the contumelious 
treatment which “ the reports of the select com¬ 
mittee,” where he himself most actively assisted 
as a member, had recently undergone from the 
lord chancellor; that nobleman not having hesi¬ 
tated, in his place as a peer, to denominate them 
f ‘ compositions entitled to no more credit than 
the Adventures of Robinson Crusoe.” On the 
Governor-general of Bengal, Burke poured out all 
the vials of his wrath; declaring that he was ready 
instantly to go into the proof of the numerous 
crimes laid to Hastings’s charge, in the reports 
presented to the house. In the name of the 
plundered natives of Indostan, whose griev¬ 
ances, he said, were intolerable, he entered his 
protest against Pitt’s bill. Against the tribunal, 
or court of judicature, which the minister proposed 
to erect for the trial of East India delinquents, 
he inveighed in terms of scorn and execration. 
Apostrophizing the common jail of London, 
u Oh Newgate!” he exclaimed, “ forgive me if I 
have dishonoured your inhabitants, by comparing 
a highway robber with the criminals who have 
laid waste India, and compelled millions to feel 
the horrors of famine! The murderer and the 
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housebreaker are harmless, when opposed to those 
who have left whole provinces without a habita¬ 
tion, and have exterminated the natives through¬ 
out the fairest portions of the globe!” These 
accusations, which remind us of the orations pro¬ 
nounced by Cicero against Clodius and Verres, 
were repelled by Dundas, and disregarded by the 
house; which assembly, while it paid the tri¬ 
bute of just admiration to Burke’s eloquence, ap¬ 
peared to consider him as under the delusion of 
party violence, deeply-rooted prejudices, and dis¬ 
appointed ambition. Scarcely indeed could he 
obtain a hearing from an audience whose pati¬ 
ence, it must be confessed, he frequently put to 
severe trials. A majority of two hundred and 
eleven voted with the minister for going into the 
committee upon the new bill; the respective 
numbers being 271, and 60. So low in numerical 
strength had Fox fallen, and so completely had 
the coalition lost their influence over the house 
of commons. 

July .—The debates that took place respecting 
the system of government proper to be adopted 
for those extensive as well as opulent provinces 
subjected to the East India Company, and em¬ 
bracing so rich a portion of Asia, brought forward 
to public notice various members of the house, 
who had hitherto remained in comparative obscu¬ 
rity. At their head may be placed Mr. Richard 
Atkinson, a man who, though now forgotten. 



118 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1784. 

then occupied a conspicuous place. He was part¬ 
ner in a commercial firm, principally known on 
the Exchange of London by the names of Muir, 
whose connexions and transactions lay chiefly in 
Jamaica. Atkinson possessed a long arithmetical 
head, sustained by vast facility and rapidity in 
calculations of a pecuniary nature: qualities held 
in high estimation by Pitt. Under Lord North’s 
administration, particularly towards its close, At¬ 
kinson deeply engaged in those annual loans, 
which, though not always negotiated, as the ene¬ 
mies of the minister asserted, on terms advanta¬ 
geous to the country, were supposed generally to 
produce no small emolument to the contractors. 
By these acquisitions he had been enabled to make 
considerable purchases of land in Jamaica; and 
his ambition expanding with his circumstances, 
after first effecting his election as a director of 
the East India Company, he was chosen early in 
1784 an alderman of the city of London. Being 
a determined enemy of the coalition, and an ardent 
supporter of the new ministry, he presented him¬ 
self as a candidate for the honour of representing 
the metropolis, on the dissolution of parliament. 
Sawbridge, who had during so many years en¬ 
joyed great popularity east of Temple Bar, being, 
in consequence of his attachment to Fox, no 
longer equally acceptable to his fellow-citizens, 
incurred on this occasion the utmost risk of losing 
his seat as member for London. In fact, Atkin- 
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son ran him so hard, that Sawbridge only carried 
his election by seven votes; the respective num- 
bers at the close of the poll being 3823 and 3816. 
Nor would Sawbridge have even triumphed by 
this small majority, if the contest could have been 
continued for two hours longer; the poll-books 
being scarcely shut, when three postchaises, each 
containing three voters, who had been brought 
up from distant parts of England by Atkinson, 
arrived at the hustings. 

In consequence of this severe disappointment, 
he was obliged to procure for himself another 
seat; and it might be esteemed singularly, or 
rather ridiculously unfortunate, that he should 
have been chosen for the borough of New Rom¬ 
ney. Some years earlier, the commercial house of 
Muir and Atkinson having contracted to supply 
rum for the army serving in America, a great 
mortality had ensued among the British troops, 
occasioned by the quality of the article furnished, 
which was new, and therefore very pernicious in 
its effects on the health of the soldiery. To 
Atkinson’s quality of a rum contractor, the “ Rol- 
liad ” alludes, when, describing Pitt’s powers of 
eloquence in debate, the author says, 

“ Nor rum contractors think his speech too long, 

While words, like treacle, trickle from his tongue.” 

No individual was indeed marked out for more 
pointed attack, by the writers of that satirical 
composition, than Atkinson, whose name they 
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ingeniously contrived to connect with Jenkinson 
on all occasions. It is thus that they stigmatize 
the young first minister, as being 

“ Of either Xttuon, At, or Jen, the fool.** 

And again, in another part of the “ Rolliad” they 
exclaim, 

« All hail! ye virtuous patriots without blot. 

The minor Kinson, and the major Scott I” 

But, lest these lines should not be sufficiently 
dear in their application, the work subjoins, “The 
minor Kinson, or Kinson the less, is obviously 
Mr. Atkinson; Mr. Jenkinson being confessedly 
greater than Mr. Atkinson, or any other man, 
except one, in the kingdom.”—In debate, Atkin¬ 
son was able and intelligent, never speaking ex¬ 
cept upon subjects of commerce, taxation, or 
finance; always with brevity, and never ventur¬ 
ing to deviate into tracks with which he was 
unacquainted. Indeed, his formation of mind and 
education did not qualify him to call to his aid 
any factitious ornaments, or classic images. To¬ 
wards the concluding years of his life, he became 
attached to a lady of beauty and of rank, Lady 
Anne Lindsay, then an unmarried daughter of 
the Earl of Balcarras, whose hand, it was sup¬ 
posed, he aspired to obtain. By his will he be¬ 
queathed her a considerable part of his property; 
his own career being cut short in May 1785, 
when a feverish and consumptive complaint car¬ 
ried him off in the vigour of his age. If he had 
survived, he might not improbably have attained 
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to considerable distinction, and even to employ¬ 
ments, under Pitt’s administration, of which he 
bad approved himself not only a strenuous, but a 
very useful adherent. 

The second individual whom the discussions 
respecting India rendered conspicuous at this 
time, was Major Scott. He had been selected by 
Mr. Hastings, from among the military servants 
of the company in Bengal, and sent over to 
England as his avowed agent; a character 
which he sustained with unabated zeal, inde¬ 
fatigable exertion, and no contemptible talents. 
It was nevertheless regretted, as I know, by 
the governor-general’s most intelligent and judi¬ 
cious friends, that almost from the hour of his 
arrival in London, Scott began to weary, and fi¬ 
nally to disgust the public, with pamphlets that 
followed each other in endless succession. To this 
circumstance the “ Rolliad ” points, when Merlin 
inspecting the water-closets at the house of com¬ 
mons, among the inventory of furniture that he 
there finds and enumerates, adds, 

“ With reams on reams of tracts, that, without pain, 
Incessant spring from Scott’s prolific brain.” 

The invariable object of these ephemeral pro¬ 
ductions, was to justify Hastings from the impu¬ 
tations thrown out against him by his enemies, 
to eulogize his administration, and to prepare the 
country for his expected return from Calcutta. 
Like Atkinson, Scott never brought to the agita¬ 
tion of subjects submitted to the house, any 
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foreign or irrelevant matter: but be was far more 
unguarded in his assertions, more frequently on 
his feet, and more prolix in his speeches, which 
he always delivered with uncommon fluency, free 
from any degree of embarrassment. Unfortu¬ 
nately for Hastings, the prudence and caution of 
his parliamentary representative did not equal 
the purity of his intentions. Relying on the 
meritorious public services rendered by the go¬ 
vernor-general to his employers, and to the crown, 
—services meriting rather, as it might have been 
imagined, national approbation, and royal protec¬ 
tion or favour, than prosecution,—Scott, imper¬ 
fectly acquainted with the secret ministerial 
springs, reckoned too confidently on the perma¬ 
nent friendship of administration. While he 
always spoke from behind the treasury bench, 
and supported Pitt on almost every question, he 
expected reciprocal assistance from that quarter; 
forgetting that scarcely two years had elapsed 
since Dundas, in his capacity of chairman of the 
“secret committee,” asserted in his place, that 
“Mr. Hastings never visited the frontiers of 
Bengal without having in his contemplation the 
imprisonment of a prince, or the extermination 
of a people.” 

When Fox therefore, during the debates which 
arose upon the new East India Bill, declaimed in 
animated terms against the governor-general, as 
a state criminal of the first magnitude; Scott, not 
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satisfied with denying the alleged facts, or de¬ 
fending them on principles of policy and necessity 
arising out of Hastings’s position, called on Fox 
to bring forward, without delay, a specific charge. 
In like manner, only a few days later, when 
Burke having made a motion for the production 
of papers relative to the treatment of one of the 
native princes, Almas Ali Cawn, by Hastings; 
depictured the latter as “ a scourge of God, who 
had reduced the beautiful provinces of Bengal to 
a waste and howling desert, where no human 
creature could existScott seconded the motion, 
and entreated of the house to suffer it to pass, in 
order that Hastings’s innocence might be clearly 
demonstrated to the world. It is true that Pitt, 
by opposing some of Burke’s subsequent motions 
respecting the governor-general’s conduct towards 
the Princesses of Oude, which motions were 
thrown out without a division, seemed to extend 
his protection to Hastings. In effect, the minis¬ 
ter’s refusal to comply with Burke’s demand of 
papers, not only stopped all further attempts to 
criminate or impeach the governor-general at that 
time; but produced a most intemperate and in¬ 
flammatory harangue, directed by Burke against 
administration. Abandoning himself to the vio¬ 
lence of his emotions, he denounced them to 
posterity, as “the ministers of vengeance to a 
guilty, a degenerate, and a thoughtless nation.” 
He threatened them with retribution from an 
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offended Deity, as accomplices in the guilt of 
covering India with blood, while the inhabitants 
of that unhappy country were insulted, plundered, 
and oppressed. Above all, he expressed his in¬ 
dignation at the assertion made by Scott, that the 
“reports of the select committee” were partial, 
garbled, and libellous compositions. “I swear,” 
exclaimed Burke, (in the classic language of the 
elder Brutus, which he seemed to parody,) “by 
those very reports here lying on your table, in 
the formation of which I personally bore so large 
a share, that the wrongs done to humanity in the 
Eastern world shall be avenged on those who 
have inflicted them! The wrath of Heaven will, 
sooner or later, fall upon a nation that suffers its 
rulers thus to oppress the innocent and the de¬ 
fenceless.” Neither Pitt nor Dundas made any 
reply to these invectives. The storm which me¬ 
naced Hastings was arrested and suspended, but 
by no means wholly averted. Under circum¬ 
stances more favourable to his accusers, after hiS 
return from Bengal, they renewed the attack; 
and the same ministers who, in 1784, manifested 
a disposition to shelter him from impeachment, 
coinciding at a subsequent period with his ene¬ 
mies, sent the man who had principally saved 
India to take his trial at the bar of the house of 
peers. 

Precisely at the same time when Scott appeared 
in the house as the advocate of Hastings, a much 
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more formidable, inveterate, and able adversary of 
the governor-general, arose among the front, ranks 
of the opposition. I mean, Francis, whom we 
have since beheld invested by his majesty, on 
Fox’s recommendation, when far advanced to¬ 
wards the close of life, with a red riband. 

After having passed several years in Bengal, as 
a constituent member of the supreme council, en¬ 
gaged in perpetual and violent altercations with 
Hastings, which terminated in a duel, where 
Francis was wounded, he returned to England, 
some years before the governor-general; like the 
evil genius of Brutus, which met him again at 
Philippi. Nature had conferred on Francis talents 
such as are rarely dispensed to any individual,— 
a vast range of ideas, a retentive memory, a classic 
mind, considerable command of language, energy 
of thought and expression, matured by age, and 
actuated by an inextinguishable animosity to 
Hastings. Francis indeed uniformly disclaimed 
any personal enmity to the man, only reprobating 
the measures of the ruler of India; and perhaps 
he might sincerely believb his assertion. But he 
always appeared to me, like the son of Livia, to 
deposit his resentments deep in his own breast; 
from which he drew them forth, if not augment¬ 
ed by time, at least in all their original vigour 
and freshness. Acrimony distinguished and cha¬ 
racterized him in everything. Even his person, 
tall, thin, and scantily covered with flesh; his 
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countenance, the lines of which were acute, intel¬ 
ligent, and full of meaning; the tones of his 
voice, sharp, yet distinct and sonorous; his very 
gestures, impatient and irregular,—eloquently be¬ 
spoke the formation of his intellect. I believe, I 
never saw him smile. But, when I make this asser¬ 
tion, 1 ought in candour to add, that though I was 
well acquainted with Atkinson and Scott, I never 
had any personal knowledge of Francis, beyond 
acquaintance contracted in the house of commons. 
Nor did I ever dine in company with him except 
once, when we met at the Prince of Wales’s table, 
at the Pavilion at Brighton, in the autumn of the 
year 1802, where Francis appeared to me to be 
thoroughly domesticated. Bursting with bile, 
which tinged and pervaded all his speeches in par¬ 
liament, yet his irascibility never overcame his rea¬ 
son; nor compelled his friends, like those of Burke, 
to mingle regret with their admiration, and to con¬ 
demn or to pity the individual whom they ap¬ 
plauded as an orator. Francis, however inferior 
he was to Burke in all the flowers of diction, in 
exuberance of ideas borrowed from antiquity, and 
in the magic of eloquence, more than once elec¬ 
trified the house, by passages of pathos or of 
interest which arrested every hearer. 

A beautiful, as well as an affecting specimen of 
bis ability in this line, occurred during the pro¬ 
gress of the debates on Pitt’s India Bill. One of 
the regulations in that act abolished the trial by 
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jury, relative to delinquents returning from India, 
and instituted a new tribunal for enquiring into 
their misdemeanors. Against such an innovation 
on the British constitution Francis entered his 
protest, in terms of equal elegance and force. 
“ I am not,” exclaimed he, “ an old man; yet 
I remember the time when such an attempt 
would have thrown the whole country into a 
flame. Had the experiment been made when that 
illustrious statesman, the late Earl of Chatham, 
enjoyed a seat in this assembly, he would have 
sprung from his bed of sickness; he would have 
solicited some friendly hand to lay him on the 
floor; and from thence, with a monarch’s voice, 
he would have called the whole kingdom to arms, 
in order to oppose it. But he is dead, and has 
left nothing in this world that resembles him! 
He is dead; and the sense, the honour, the cha¬ 
racter, and the understanding of the nation, are 
dead with him!” 

Perhaps in the whole range of Fox’s, of Burke’s, 
or of Sheridan’s speeches, there does not occur a 
sentiment clothed in more simple yet striking 
language, or which knocks harder at the breast, 
than this short epitaph, if it may be so denomi¬ 
nated, pronounced over the grave of the Earl of 
Chatham. The repetition of the words “ He is 
dead!” were attended with the finest effect; and 
the reflections produced by it involuntarily at¬ 
tracted every eye towards the treasury bench. 
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where sate his son. I have rarely witnessed a mo¬ 
ment when the passions were touched in a more 
masterly manner, within the walls of the house, 
than hy Francis on the above occasion. The im¬ 
pression made by it on Pitt is asserted to have 
been of the deepest kind. 

While I am engaged on the subject of Sir 
Philip Francis, I feel myself impelled to resume 
a question which I have already agitated else¬ 
where at considerable length;—I mean. Who was 
the author of the Letters of Junius ? At the 
time when I attempted to discuss that mysterious 
and interesting enquiry, my opinion, after examin¬ 
ing the various pretensions set up, inclined to 
Wm. Gerard Hamilton. But, in leaning towards 
that supposition, as being then apparently sus¬ 
tained on the best authority, I expressly added, 
that “ it by no means amounted to demonstration, 
or approached to certainty.” And I further stated 
my reasons for thinking that Junius might be 
still alive, though of course very far advanced in 
his career. Since the year 1&15, several new 
publications have appeared, throwing light upon 
the topic; in particular, two which merit atten¬ 
tion, both of them recently given to the world. 
One, written by Mr. George Chalmers, who has 
long held an efficient employment under govern¬ 
ment, entitled “ The Author of Junius ascer¬ 
tained,” attributes those letters to Hugh Macau¬ 
lay Boyd; a name which was long ago mentioned 
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among the candidates. The other publication, of 
an anonymous description, and denominated, 
“ The Identity of Junius with a distinguished 
living Character, established,” confers it on Sir 
Philip Francis. These two productions are now 
lying before me. The first is dictatorial and dog¬ 
matical, rather demanding submission to the opi¬ 
nions laid down, than calmly enforcing conviction 
by arguments and facts. Nor does Mr. Chalmers 
seem to be exempt from the oblivious inadvertence 
of old age, in some parts of the discussion, as must 
be too apparent to every attentive reader. That 
Boyd was a man of very considerable talents, sub¬ 
sisting by their exertion during many years, com¬ 
posing with elegance and facility, alike able and 
disposed to imitate the style of Junius, whose 
fame he emulated; these facts are incontestable. 
But all the proofs of his having actually written 
the celebrated letters issued under that signature, 
seem to repose on no solid foundation. With 
the true spirit of a placeman, Chalmers considers 
Junius as a seditious writer, deserving universal 
reprobation. He even carries his prejudices, or 
rather, his enmities, so far as to depreciate those 
inimitable compositions, which he describes as 
deficient in grammatical accuracy, full of false 
English; finally, the productions of an inexpe¬ 
rienced youth. 

Junius will not, however, be considered by 
posterity as an advocate of rebellion, or even of 
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sedition. True, he is not a courtier; but there is 
neither democracy nor jacobinism in his writings. 
Far from inculcating such principles, he is, on 
the contrary, loyal; not, indeed, to the mere 
office of a king, however abused, or ill advised, 
or despotic; but to the constitutional office of a 
British prince, the sovereign of a free people. 
And when did he write? Let us be just to 
Junius, as well as to George the Third. Time 
will equalize them in a certain degree, and pass 
sentence on both, though not perhaps before the 
twentieth century. We stand at present too 
much under the shadow of the house of Bruns¬ 
wick to allow our reason, or our pens, fair play. 
Junius wrote principally between 1769 and 1772, 
during the administrations of the Duke of Graf¬ 
ton and of Lord North. Will any man dispute 
or deny that, as a nation, we were then compara¬ 
tively fallen in the eyes of Europe ? Will any 
man contend that the government was vigorously, 
or ably, or successfully administered, during that 
period of his majesty’s reign ? Did we resemble 
the country that, under the first Mr. Pitt, ten 
years earlier, between 1759 and 1762, humbled 
both the branches of the house of Bourbon ? No. 
We were sunk in the estimation of the Conti¬ 
nental powers, and involved at home in domestic 
feuds; while the king, long before Junius at¬ 
tacked him, had lost all his transitory popularity. 
Nay more, notwithstanding the acknowledged 
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rectitude of his intentions, he had then forfeited 
much of the veneration of his subjects. He sub¬ 
sequently recovered it, after the peace of 1783, 
and the appearance of the Prince of Wales. 
“Junius’s Letters” contain a true but a highly- 
coloured picture of the time in which they were 
written, exaggerated upon certain points or facts. 
That inaccuracies of composition, and even errors 
of concord or of grammar, are to be found in 
those letters, will be admitted; but, to defend 
them as the productions of a superior and a 
masterly pen, to defend them from the attacks 
of Chalmers, would be like rescuing Pope from 
the criticisms of Lintot and of Curl. 

After endeavouring to prove his assertion rela¬ 
tive to Boyd, by stating as evidence the belief or 
the suspicions of several persons who were impress¬ 
ed with the same sentiment as himself; Chalmers 
triumphantly concludes by adducing “ the con¬ 
fession of the culprit ” to Monsieur Bonnecarrere, 
—a confession made by Boyd while at Calcutta, in 
the year 1785, under Sir John Macpherson’s roof, 
who was then governor-general of Bengal. I well 
knew the individual here mentioned, Bonnecarrere, 
in London and at Paris, previous as well as sub¬ 
sequent to the French revolution. He was a man 
of ingratiating manners, whose imposing figure, 
animated conversation, and personal accomplish¬ 
ments secured him a favourable reception in so¬ 
ciety. The Viscount de Souillac, governor of the 
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island of Mauritius, sent him in 1785 to Calcutta, 
as a spy; an office for which Bonaparte again 
selected him in 1802, when he was dispatched 
to England, and remained during a few weeks in 
Leicester-square; where, in company with Sir 
John Macpherson, I visited him. His qualities 
always appeared to me more adapted to secret 
political intrigue than to open, honourable nego¬ 
tiation. Under the old administration of France 
he had vainly attempted, after his return from 
India, to obtain employment. Sir John Mac¬ 
pherson, conversing at Lausanne, in the year 
1791, with the Marfechal de Castries, who had 
occupied a high place in the councils of Louis the 
Sixteenth, expressed to the marshal his surprize 
at finding that the French government had not 
availed themselves of the talents and information 
of Bonnecarrere. “ C’est que nous l’avons pris 
pour un claquedent ,” answered Castries. I be¬ 
lieve that term, if translated into English, is 
nearly synonymous with our chatterbox. I do 
not, however, mean to imply the slightest doubt 
of Boyd’s having asserted to Bonnecarrere that 
he wrote the letters of Junius. Indeed, it ap¬ 
pears from Chalmers’s publication, that Boyd 
laboured so much under the weight and magni¬ 
tude of his own pretended secret, or was so 
anxious to enjoy the fame attendant on its dis¬ 
closure, as to insinuate to English gentlemen at 
Madras, though he never asserted to them in 
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express terms, the fact of his having been the 
author of the letters in question. But the mere 
assertion of any man, that he composed them, can 
carry no conviction, unless sustained by authentic 
documents, or at least, by internal moral proofs, 
drawn from a life of unquestionable rectitude, 
and a character for strict veracity. Chalmers 
himself depictures Boyd as a venal writer, lend¬ 
ing his pen to maintain almost any cause for 
which he was remunerated ; idle and dissipated, 
though labouring under continual pecuniary em¬ 
barrassments, which accompanied him to the close 
of life; and deficient in high moral principle. 

Are we then to regard his assertion, made to a 
foreigner and a spy, under injunctions of secrecy, 
as furnishing any proof of the fact? And can 
we suppose that a man so anxious to attain the 
fame of being Junius, as to hazard divulging the 
secret during his life, would not, if he had writ¬ 
ten those letters, have taken measures at least to 
secure to himself the reputation annexed to them, 
after his decease? Yet, though he survived 
nearly nine years his communication made to 
Bonnecarrere, no posthumous document whatever 
has appeared in support of his claim, down to the 
present day. But, as far as the conviction of con¬ 
temporaries on the point can weigh in deciding 
our opinion, Chalmers himself has furnished us 
two, both which militate completely against Boyd. 
The first is, “ a very eminent member of the Irish 
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bar, Sir William Duncan,” who, in a letter, of 
which Chalmers gives an extract, while he does 
justice to Boyd’s various talents, whom he per¬ 
sonally knew from early life, yet expresses his 
disbelief of Boyd’s having possessed “ the know¬ 
ledge of the political drama, and of the dramatis 
persona , there exhibitednamely, in “ Junius’s 
Letters.” We have, however, much higher and 
more unimpeachable authority. Lord Macartney; 
under whose protection, and in whose immediate 
service, Boyd, in 1781, went out to Madras. 

That nobleman, though of a harsh, severe, and 
unaccommodating temper, possessed an enlarged 
understanding, great knowledge of men, and a 
very sound judgment. “Having been shut up,” 
says he, “ in a small packet with Mr. Boyd dur¬ 
ing a four months’ passage to India, without once 
letting go an anchor, I had frequent opportuni¬ 
ties of sounding his depth, and of studying, and 
knowing him well, though I was not before per¬ 
sonally acquainted with him. I do not say that 
he was incapable of writing to the full as well as 
Junius; but I say, I do not by any means believe 
that he was the author of 'Junius.’ Mr. Boyd 
had many splendid passages of' Junius’ by heart, 
as also of Mr. Burke’s parliamentary speeches; 
and was also a great admirer of Sterne, whose 
manner he affected in his private letters. Mr. 
Chalmers’s argument would be stronger, if any 
performance of Mr. Boyd, previous to the appear- 
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ance of 'Junius,’ could be found, which indicated 
that 'Junius’ might be expected from such a 
writer.” After so weighty a refutation of Chal¬ 
mers’s hypothesis as is contained in the short 
criticism above cited, (which Lord Macartney 
wrote cm a spare leaf of Chalmers’s first work, 
where he had attempted to prove Boyd the author 
of " Junius,”) we are only astonished at its being 
reiterated by the same person. Instead, however, 
of yielding to Lord Macartney’s reasons, Chal¬ 
mers endeavours to prove that his lordship and 
all mankind have been totally mistaken, in ima¬ 
gining the letters of Junius to be classic pro¬ 
ductions, or fine compositions. Relative to the 
memorable " Letter to the King, of the 19th De¬ 
cember 1769,” he denominates it “ balderdash 
concluding with a compliment to George the 
Third, at Junius’s expence, for presuming to 
write such trash to " a personage who perfectly 
knew the proprieties of his native tongue.” 

Widely different is the impression made on 
my mind by the other publication, identifying 
Junius with Sir Philip Francis. Here, every 
page combining to a common point, ultimately 
forces conviction. Chalmers, reasoning on peculi¬ 
arities of idiom or of expression found in “Junius’s 
Letters,” infers, probably with reason, that the 
author was a native of Ireland. But Boyd’s pre¬ 
tensions gain nothing by this admission, Francis 
and he having equally been born at Dublin. If, 
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however, Boyd was Junius , he must have com¬ 
posed his first letter, dated “ 21st January 1769,” 
before he had attained his twenty-third year; 
having come into the world on the “ 16th of April 
1746.” And he must have finished the whole 
series before he attained to twenty-six. Such 
powers of mind, independent of the information 
necessary for the work, would approach to a pro- 
* digy. On the other hand, if we assume the let¬ 
ters in question to have been the work of Sir 
Philip Francis, our admiration is qualified by 
knowing that he had passed his twenty-eighth 
year when the first letter in the series was pub¬ 
lished; and had more than accomplished his thirty- 
first at their conclusion. But a difficulty, if pos¬ 
sible still more insurmountable, on the supposition 
that Boyd was Junius, is to discover by what 
means he could have attained the variety of offi¬ 
cial, military, legal, and other knowledge, dis¬ 
played throughout those letters. Whoever will 
peruse them with that object in his contemplation, 
must necessarily perceive that only a person in¬ 
structed in such details, and accurately informed 
upon them, could have put the questions to Sir 
Wm. Draper, which Junius asks, relative to the 
sale of his regiment, his half-pay, and his pension. 
Still less could he have written the letter of the 
“ 17th October 1769,” enumerating the circum¬ 
stances of General Gansel’s rescue. Boyd pos¬ 
sessed no obvious facilities of obtaining such in- 



JUNIUS.—SIR PHILIP FRANCIS. 187 

formation; while Francis, who occupied a con¬ 
siderable post in the War Office, during the whole 
period between 1769 and 1772, had access to 
every kind of official knowledge. He was, in¬ 
deed, compelled to resign his situation, early in 
the last of those two years, precisely at the very 
point of time when Junius ceased to write. Yet 
these circumstances, strong as they must be 
esteemed, form only the foundation on which 
rests the supposition. The superstructure is found 
in the unvaried and striking coincidence, not only 
of general sentiment, but of language and ex¬ 
pression, between the letters of Junius, and the 
speeches of Francis, during more than twenty 
years that he sate in the house of commons. It 
appears impossible that such a perfect similitude 
could exist without identity. If, however, any 
further proof were wanting, it seems to be fur¬ 
nished by the written answer which Sir Philip 
Francis made to the enquiry, whether he was 
Junius ? an answer given in the publication to 
which I allude. It is precisely the reply which a 
man would make, who, approaching the end of 
life, wished to anticipate the fame of Junius, and 
to reclaim it indirectly for himself, without at 
the same time incurring either the obloquy, or the 
danger, annexed to such an admission. I consider 
it as conclusive, because Sir Philip Francis would, 
I conceive, never have allowed a doubt to exist of 
his being the author of “ Junius’s Letters,” while 
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he was conscious of never having written them. 
Boyd, on the contrary, it is evident, wished to be 
thought Junius, though he never ventured to 
assert it to any of his own countrymen. Lastly, 
if we once ascertain that Junius is still alive, the 
solution of that mystery, which during near half 
a century has overhung the writer of those oele- 
brated letters, seems to be developed. Under 
this impression, I cannot help inferring, that when¬ 
ever Francis is withdrawn from among us, we 
shall probably arrive at the certainty of his having 
been Junius.* 

The financial and legislative discussions which 
arose in the house of commons, upon the mea¬ 
sures proposed by the first minister, during the 
month of July, though not of the magnitude or 
importance of “ the East India Bill,” yet offered 
matter of interesting attention. Among the 
abuses that then loudly demanded correction, was 
the privilege of franking letters; and Pitt judici¬ 
ously selected it for an object of taxation. As 
neither the date of the letter, nor the place from 
which it was sent, was then necessary to be in¬ 
serted, in order to render it free of postage, when 

* Sir Philip has been called away by death since the fore¬ 
going paragraph was written, and yet hitherto no positive 
information has been communicated to the world respecting the 
point under discussion. I do not, however, on that account 
retract any opinion that I have hazarded on the subject.— 
22nd June 1820. 
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directed by a member of either house of parlia¬ 
ment; the number of franks exacted, and the 
improper use made of those vehicles of intelli¬ 
gence or correspondence, required ministerial in¬ 
terposition. Not only were covers transmitted 
by hundreds, packed in boxes, from one part of 
the kingdom to another, and laid up as a maga¬ 
zine for future expenditure; far greater perver¬ 
sions of the original principle, for purposes very 
injurious to the revenue, took place. I was ac¬ 
quainted with a member of the house of com¬ 
mons, a native of Scotland, decorated with the 
order of the Bath, who sent up to London from 
Edinburgh, by one post, thirty-three covers, ad¬ 
dressed to an eminent banking-house in the 
Strand; many or most of which contained, not 
letters, but garden-seeds. So scandalous a viola¬ 
tion of the right claimed and exercised under the 
privilege of parliament, induced the postmasters- 
general of that time to order the covers, instead 
of being delivered according to the address, to 
be instantly carried up to the speaker’s chair, as a 
fit subject for public notice and animadversion. 
Timely application having, however, been made 
to Lord North, then first minister, by the friends 
of the gentleman who had so acted, and who was 
a steady supporter of government; the business 
never came before the house, or acquired publicity. 
In 1784 it was thought sufficient to enact that the 
place, day, month, and year, where and when the 
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frank was dated, should be henceforward written 
on the cover: but subsequent regulations have 
still further reduced the privilege, by diminishing 
to one half the weight antecedently allowed; 
namely, to one ounce, instead of two; and by 
restricting the number which can be issued, or 
received free of postage, on the same day: thus 
very properly contracting to narrow limits the 
facility of sending letters many hundred miles, 
without paying for their transport, in this com¬ 
mercial and corresponding country. It still con¬ 
stitutes, nevertheless, a distinction to the mem¬ 
bers of the legislature, though now diminished 
to the shadow of its pristine usage ; for I am old 
enough to remember the time when only the 
name of the member, with the word free, written 
on the outside of a letter, constituted a frank. I 
have indeed heard that they were then sold by 
the waiters of coffee-houses, and exposed for sale 
in the windows. Such abuses, which were dis¬ 
honouring to the two legislative assemblies, have 
happily produced, though slowly, their own 
remedy. 

Wit always mingled in every debate or dis¬ 
cussion where Sheridan took part; even on topics 
not commonly susceptible of being made the ve¬ 
hicle of ridicule and amusement. Pitt, among 
the minor objects which he selected for taxation, 
having proposed that one guinea should be paid 
for every horse entered to start for any match; 
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Lord Surrey, who possessed much racing know¬ 
ledge, advised him to alter his tax, and to substi¬ 
tute in its place five pounds on the winning horse 
of any plate of fifty pounds’ value. The minister, 
without abandoning his original proposition, in¬ 
stantly adopted, with many acknowledgments, the 
earl’s suggestion; and having amended his first 
motion, annexed to it the other, which, of course, 
met with no resistance. He did not omit at the 
same time to confess his own ignorance on sub¬ 
jects connected with the turf, and his obligation 
to the noble person who had so kindly, as well as 
ably, assisted him. Sheridan, who sate close by 
Lord Surrey, then rising, after having paid some 
compliments to the chancellor of the exchequer 
on his dexterity and jockeyship, in thus leaving 
his noble friend behind him, observed, that when¬ 
ever Lord Surrey should next visit Newmarket, 
or Ascot Heath, his sporting companions, who 
would be sweated by this new tax of his fabrica¬ 
tion, instead of commending his ingenuity, would 
probably exclaim, 

“ Jockey of Norfolk, be not so bold!” 

A more felicitous application of the words sup¬ 
posed to have been affixed over the tent of the 
first Duke of Norfolk, on the night preceding 
the battle of Bosworth, could not have been ima¬ 
gined. It convulsed the house; and even Pitt, 
whose features did not always relax on hearing 
Sheridan’s jests, however brilliant or apposite they 
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might be, joined in the laugh excited at Lord 
Surrey’s expence; observing at the same time, 
that “ he believed it was the first instance of a 
committee of ways and means, occupied in the 
painful duty of proposing taxes, having been ter¬ 
minated in so lively a manner.” 

Not that Sheridan by any means exclusively 
monopolized the wit on the opposition benches. 
Besides Lord North, whose name can never be 
mentioned without recollecting the sallies of ge¬ 
nuine humour with which he always illuminated, 
and often enlightened, subjects of parliamentary 
discussion; there were other individuals to be 
found in that part of the house, who contributed 
their share. Among them I must not omit 
Courtenay. He was nobly allied on his mother’s 
side. Lady Jane Stuart; she being a sister of 
John, Earl of Bute, who acted so conspicuous, 
though not (as far as his ministerial fame is con¬ 
cerned) enviable or glorious a part in the councils 
of the crown, at an early period of the present 
reign. I know not whether Courtenay, who was 
by birth an Irishman, actually descended in the 
paternal line from the Latin Emperors of Con¬ 
stantinople of that name: but no man seemed 
to me more likely than himself to say, with the 
satirist of Domitian’s reign, in his contempt of 
ancestry, 

“ Stemmata quid faciunt ? Quid prodest, Pontice, longo 
Sanguine censeri?”- 
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He was, in truth, of the school of Diogenes, 
though at an early period of his life he had 
served, during a considerable time, in the army. 
I never remember a more complete cynic in his 
dress, manners, and general deportment; all which 
bespoke that inattention to external appearances 
or forms, characteristic of the philosopher of 
Sinope. But under this neglected exterior lay 
concealed a classic mind, an understanding highly 
cultivated, a vast variety of information, and a 
vigorous intellect. His wit, though commonly 
derived from Roman or Athenian sources, sa¬ 
voured more of Aristophanes than of Menander; 
of Petronius Arbiter, or of Juvenal, than of 
Horace. It was always coarse; generally, caustic 
and satirical; not unfrequently indecorous or 
offensive to a great degree. He possessed con¬ 
siderable powers of oratory, unrepressed by timi¬ 
dity, and borrowing assistance from irony on every 
subject, even the most serious. Lord Townsend, 
to whom he was strongly attached, brought him 
into parliament for Tamworth. When that noble¬ 
man held the post of master-general of the ord¬ 
nance, under Lord North’s administration, and 
afterwards under the coalition ministry, Cour¬ 
tenay occupied the employment at first of secre¬ 
tary, and lastly of surveyor, of the ordnance. 
Like Diogenes, he was poor; but of a high and 
independent character, that seemed to despise 
wealth. Rose, one of the two secretaries of the 
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treasury, who generally took an active part on 
all revenue questions, or financial subjects, as it 
was natural that he should do, not coming forward 
immediately to Pitt’s aid, one evening when the 
house was engaged relative to the interest allowed 
by government on navy bills; Courtenay apos¬ 
trophized him under the flower that bears his 
name; asking him, 

“ Quid lates dudutn, Rosa 9 
Delicatura effer e terris caput, 

O tepentis filia coeli!” 

Rose, who was little versed in the lore of anti¬ 
quity, made no reply to this invocation, which 
he probably did not thoroughly understand ; but 
Courtenay did not always deal his sarcasms round 
him with equal success or impunity. 

I remember, not many days after the circum¬ 
stance which 1 have just related, during a debate 
that took place upon commuting the duties on 
tea, and setting limits to smuggling, Brook Wat¬ 
son expressed himself strongly in favour of the 
measure proposed by administration; He was a 
man of quaint, formal manners, but of an acute 
understanding and of recognized probity. After 
acting as commissary to the British forces in 
America, on his return to this country, at the 
termination of the war, he had been chosen an 
alderman of London, and afterwards one of the 
representatives for the capital; coming in by a 
great majority, at the head of the four candidates; 
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on the recent election. Watson having asserted 
in the oourse of his speech, that “ his constituents 
highly approved of the biU, as they were pro¬ 
fessed enemies to contraband practices, and to 
smugglingCourtenay observed in answer, that 
“ he was happy to know, from such high autho¬ 
rity, the change which had taken place among 
the citizens of London, on so important a point. 
For,” added he, “ they lay under very invidious im¬ 
putations ; scarcely a century having elapsed, since 
a comic writer,” (I believe, Vanbrugh,) “ who, in 
one of his dramatic pieces, has introduced on the 
stage a city alderman, thought proper to call him 
by a name characteristic of his profession, namely, 
Alderman Smuggler. I therefore congratulate the 
worthy magistrate on the conversion operated 
among his constituents.” Courtenay continuing to 
speak for a considerable time, Watson had leisure 
to recover from the first shock of this sarcasm; and . 
when the former had finished, the alderman start¬ 
ing up, entreated the patience of the house for a 
single moment. “The honourable gentleman,” 
observed he, " has been severe upon me, and has 
alluded to a character introduced upon the theatre 
under the name of Alderman Smuggler: but I hope 
he will be pleased to remember that another of 
our dramatic writers,” (Beaumont and Fletcher,) 

“ has exhibited on the stage, a Copper Captain .“ 
So appropriate a repartee coming by retort, from 
a quarter where the house did not look for wit, 
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produced a proportionate effect, and turned the 
laugh against Courtenay. 

Having mentioned incidentally Mr. Rose, I 
shall say a few words relative to him, and to his 
colleague Mr. Steele, who were joint secretaries 
of the treasury during so long a series of years, 
under Pitt’s administration. Both are still living 
at this time, in March 1817. Both are privy 
councillors. Yet hardly do Hogarth’s “ good and 
bad apprentice” present a stronger contrast, to¬ 
wards the evening of their lives, than is now 
offered by Rose and Steele. The first not only 
continues to be still a member of the house of 
commons, holding a great as well as a lucrative 
employment, treasurer of the navy, and extend¬ 
ing the same support at present to Lord Liver¬ 
pool which, more than thirty years ago, he gave 
to Pitt: Rose has likewise accumulated, in his 
own person, some of the most beneficial offices in 
the gift of parliament, or belonging to the exche¬ 
quer. He has besides got complete possession of 
a Hampshire borough; during the accomplish¬ 
ment of which solid object of ambition, he con¬ 
trived to make both knights and baronets: such 
was his commanding interest with Pitt. After 
procuring for his eldest son the hand of an heiress, 
young, as well as agreeable in her person; Rose 
has placed him among the foreign ministers, at 
one of the most important courts of Germany. 
Nor has he forgotten to place his second son. 
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advantageously, here at home, among the officers 
of the house of peers. On the New Forest, of which 
tract he is himself a verdurer, Rose has acquired 
a very enviable and extensive landed property: 
thus realizing almost every component part of a 
high and permanent fortune, except one; I mean, 
the British peerage. Not that he was oblivious of 
that distinction, which would have set the seal to 
all his former acquisitions. On the contrary, his 
son having married, in the year 1796, a lady (Miss 
Duncomb) in whose family there had once been 
an earldom (Feversham); common fame asserted 
that he aspired to elevate his grandsons, if not his 
son, to a seat in the house of lords, by procuring 
for his daughter-in-law, or reviving in her person, 

the title of Baroness Feversham. We cannot in- 

/ 

deed feel any surprize at such an expectation or 
attempt on his part, when we reflect that in the 
same year 1796 the earldom of Liverpool was 
created, and in the following year originated the 
British peerage of Carrington. Down to the 
present time, however, Rose and his descendants 
still remain commoners; though almost oppressed 
under the load of offices, reversions, and places, 
which, in the course of a long, laborious, and me¬ 
ritorious public life, he has acquired for himself, 
or for his family. 

Rose was understood to be a natural son of the 
late Earl of Marchmont, celebrated by Pope, as 
Lord Polwarth ; and who, like Lord Mansfield, 

L 2 



148 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1784. 

survived the principal men of genius that shed a 
lustre over the two dull reigns of George the 
First and Second. Lord Marchmont, by his will, 
bequeathed to Rose his superb library. Lord 
Thurlow, I believe, originally recommended him 
to Pitt. He continued unalterably attached to 
that minister, and he possessed many qualities 
highly deserving of Pitt’s confidence. Indefati¬ 
gable, methodical, and yet rapid; equal to, but 
not above the business of the treasury; he earned 
his reward by long and severe exertion. The 
opposition reproached him with duplicity; and 
the “ Probationary Odes,” parodying the favourite 
air of “ The Rose,” assert that 

“ No rogue that goes, 

Is like that Rose , 

Or scatters such deceit I” 

But, I knew him well in his official capacity, 
during at least twelve years, and I never found 
him deficient in honour or sincerity. I owe him 
this justice. It must likewise be recollected how 
difficult a task he had to perform, in keeping at 
bay, yet not irritating or alienating, the crowd of 
ministerial claimants in both houses of parliament. 
During more than fifteen years, he formed the 
mound on which those waves principally broke, 
and spent their force. Nor did he possess the 
ample means of appeasing or conciliating suitors, 
which Robinson enjoyed under Lord North's ad¬ 
ministration : Burke’s bill had greatly contracted 
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the patronage of government; and though, during 
the course of Pitt’s administration, between 1784 
and 1801, the power of the crown augmented, 
not only in the army and navy, but throughout 
India, as a natural consequence of our new terri¬ 
torial conquests or acquisitions; yet, the number 
of places in the disposal of the treasury here at 
home, almost annually diminished by suppres¬ 
sions. Rose’s countenance bore the deep impres¬ 
sion of care diffused over every feature. All the 
labours and conflicts of his office might be traced 
in its lineaments. Not so Steele. His face, which 
was cast in another mould, rather reminded of a 
Bacchus or a Silenus, from its jollity, rotundity, 
and good humour, than it impressed with ideas 
of ability or forethought. He was placed about 
Pitt by the powerful interest of the Duke of 
Richmond; his father being recorder of Chiches¬ 
ter, which city Steele represented in several suc¬ 
cessive parliaments. His faculties, though good, 
were moderate, and would never of themselves 
have conducted him to any eminence in public 
life; but he rose through the gradations of office, 
in a series of years, till he became one of the joint 
paymasters of the forces. On Pitt’s resignation 
in 1801, I believe he continued in place under 
Addington: but, not having satisfactorily ac¬ 
counted for about nineteen thousand pounds of 
public money, he was called on to explain the 
deficiency, as Lord Holland had formerly been, 
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to a much larger amount, while holding the same 
employment. The sum, however, being replaced, 
Steele, whose social temper and qualities had pro¬ 
cured him many friends, remained on the list of 
privy councillors: but he has retired into the 
political shade, and no more stands prominent on 
the canvas, like his antient colleague, Rose; who, 
at seventy, erect in mind and in body, possessing 
all his intellect, active, as well as able, still takes 
his seat on the treasury bench; and may possibly 
dose his laborious career by attaining to higher 
honours or dignities than he has yet acquired. 

August .—One of the most enlarged and liberal, 
as well as wise and conciliating measures, adopted 
by the legislature during the course of the pre¬ 
sent reign, originated in the house of commons 
at this time: but, Dundas, not Pitt, constituted 
the channel through which it ostensibly proceed¬ 
ed. I mean, the restitution of the estates in Scot¬ 
land, forfeited to the crown in the rebellion of the 
year 1745. With great dexterity, the treasurer 
of the navy, while he depictured the beneficial 
consequences to the state that must result from 
adopting a line of policy so magnanimous in 
itself, took care to ascribe its original spirit and 
conception to the father of his friend, the young 
minister who sat near him. That illustrious 
statesman, said Dundas, whose mind was elevated 
above all local prejudices, boasted with reason 
that he sought for merit wherever he could dis- 
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cover it; disdaining to enquire whether a man had 
been rocked in a cradle to the north, or to the 
south, of the Tweed. “ I found the qualities that 
I wanted,” observed he, “ in the mountains of the 
North, among a hardy race of men, labouring 
under national proscription. I called them forth 
to fight our battles, and I have experienced that 
their loyalty and fidelity can only be equalled by 
their valour.” This testimony, so just, and yet so 
honourable to the natives of the Highlands, pre¬ 
pared the audience that he addressed, for grant¬ 
ing the boon. Indeed, I never remember to have 
seen the house more unanimous on any point. 
Fox even surpassed Pitt, in the demonstration of 
his readiness to restore the forfeited lands. He 
declared that the measure ought not to stop at 
the limits prescribed to it; but, in justice, as well 
as in sound policy, should extend to all English 
forfeitures incurred by the last rebellion. The 
only contest between them seeming to be how 
to render it sufficiently comprehensive in its ope¬ 
ration, the bill passed the lower house without a 
dissentient voice. 

So much the greater astonishment was excited, 
when, on its arrival in the house of peers, the lord 
chancellor, from whom it was natural to expect 
that such a bill would have received support, 
drew out against it his powerful weapons of de¬ 
bate. Not however, it must be owned, so much 
against the act of restitution itself, abstractedly 
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considered, as in opposition to the time, the mode* 
and the channel through which it flowed. After 
lamenting that a proposition of such serious im¬ 
port and magnitude should be introduced at a 
moment when parliament might be almost daily 
expected to rise; he protested that its nature and 
purport had never been communicated to him 
before it arrived at their lordships’ bar. But, he 
said that he had other and more weighty argu¬ 
ments to urge in his official capacity. “ Acts of 
grace and pardon, my lords,” observed he, ** should 
regularly originate within these walls; or rather, 
with the sovereign himself, the constitutional 
fountain of mercy. Had it arisen there, I must 
probably have been informed of it; and at the 
same time I should have known the grounds 
upon which his majesty is willing to relax the 
severity of the existing laws, in the present in¬ 
stance. The form of proceeding would then have 
been by a message from the crown to this house; 
not on the motion of an individual member, made 
in another assembly.” Having subsequently 
pointed out many incongruities, unproved asser¬ 
tions, and objections to the hill as it stood; he 
finished by declaring, that if a resolution was 
taken, at all events to force the measure forward, 
and to pass it, he would absent himself from any 
further discussions on the subject. These argu¬ 
ments, which unquestionably were solid, no less 
than constitutional; and, as coming from so high 
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a quarter, were supposed to have had the king’s 
secret sanction or approbation; did not, however, 
prevent the rapid passage of the bill through the 
upper house, or impede its receiving the royal 
assent. Even those persons who most approved 
and admired its principle, yet agreed in sentiment 
with Lord Thurlow. Nor was it possible to 
avoid perceiving thatDundas had been allowed 
by Pitt, in some measure to assume the royal 
functions and attributes, while he was thus made 
the parliamentary medium of conferring an act 
of grace on his proscribed countrymen. It forci¬ 
bly demonstrated Dundas’s ascendant over the 
minister, and contributed essentially to lay the 
foundations of that prodigious influence, which 
he gradually established and exercised through¬ 
out every part of Scotland, during Pitt’s whole 
administration. 

2nd — 9th August .—The new “East India Bill,” 
after having passed the commons, was sent up 
nearly at the same time to the house of peers. 
This code of law, which legislated for British Asia, 
and which, in the ambitious, no less than impru¬ 
dent hands of Fox, had convulsed the kingdom, 
shaken the throne, and overturned the adminis¬ 
tration ; now scarcely attracted attention in that 
assembly, where, eight months earlier, the British 
constitution had asserted all its energies, in order 
to rescue and protect the sovereign. During the 
absence of Lord Loughborough, who was en- 
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gaged on the circuit, in the discharge of his ju¬ 
dicial functions, and on whose abilities the sys¬ 
tematic opposition to government principally re¬ 
posed ; that task devolved on Lord Stormont and 
the Earl of Carlisle. If the opposition peers, 
when deprived of Lord Loughborough’s assist¬ 
ance, might be considered as wanting their best 
support; on the other hand, the ministerial ability 
in the upper house was almost exclusively con¬ 
fined to the person of the chancellor. Never per¬ 
haps, at any period of the present reign, could 
administration boast of less eloquence or talents 
within those walls, than during the first years 
after Pitt took upon himself the reins of govern¬ 
ment ! The president of the council, Earl Gower, 
rarely or never mixed in debate: while Lord 
Howe, who, when a member of the house of 
commons, found himself unable to express his 
ideas in perspicuous language, even on subjects 
with which he must have been professionally 
acquainted, could not be expected to elucidate, 
or to defend, a measure of deep and complicated 
policy, intended for the government of India. 
The Duke of Richmond, even had he possessed 
the ability, stood so deeply committed upon va¬ 
rious points essential to the bill, against which, 
while engaged in opposing Lord North, he had 
spoken, voted, or protested, that he could not, 
without a degree of unbecoming inconsistency, 
give it any strong support Of the two scare- 
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taries of state, the Marquis of Carmarthen, who 
conducted the foreign department, though a no¬ 
bleman of information, spirit, and considerable 
attainments of mind, yet wanted those parlia¬ 
mentary powers, as well as the local knowledge 
of India, requisite for extending efficient aid. 
He was, in fact, rather an elegant and accom¬ 
plished individual, than an able minister. From 
his colleague. Lord Sydney, better exertions were 
expected; but the reputation that he had ac¬ 
quired while seated on the opposition bench, 
as a member of the minority in the lower house, 
during Lord North’s administration, he did not 
preserve or sustain after his elevation to the peer¬ 
age. Down to the last evening that he remained 
on the treasury bench, as secretary of state, under 
Lord Shelburne’s government. Tommy Townsend 
displayed very considerable talents. Lord Sydney, 
when removed to the upper house of parliament, 
seemed to have sunk into an ordinary man. His 
best security for a continuance in office was the 
alliance that he had formed with the young first 
minister, whose brother, the Earl of Chatham, 
had married, during the preceding year, one of 
Lord Sydney’s daughters. Under such unfavour¬ 
able circumstances, Lord Thurlow nevertheless 
undertook to defend the new East India Bill; to 
repel the animated attacks of Lord Stormont, and 
to answer the objections of the Earl of Carlisle. 
He was not a little aided by the advanced season 
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of the year. So thin an attendance of peers, upon 
so important a subject, probably it would not be 
easy to parallel on the journals of the house. 
Only one division occurred during its discussion, 
when the contents amounted to eleven; the non- 
contents being four. Lord Shelburne took no 
part in the debates, and, I believe, never once 
attended in his place. The privy seal, which had 
been put into commission, was not yet conferred 
on Lord Camden; who therefore, not being a 
member of the cabinet, however attached he 
might personally be to Pitt, extended little or 
no assistance to the measure. Intractable or sul¬ 
len as the chancellor proved on many occasions, 
and justly as he was reproached by his ministerial 
colleagues for these defects of character; it would 
be unjust to deny the important service that he 
rendered to administration, during the passage of 
the “ East India Bill” through the upper house 
of parliament. 

Among the subjects of accusation against the 
first lord of the treasury to which the opposition 
had recourse, and which they endeavoured to im¬ 
press by every means upon the public mind at 
this time, was the charge of his subserviency to 
the East India interest. They depictured him as 
a mere puppet in the hands of the Bengal squad; 
precisely as they had held up Lord North, during 
many years, to national contempt or detestation, 
for his pretended subjection to secret influence in 
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the person of Jenkinson. No imputation could 
be more calculated to undermine that high and 
elevated character which Pitt had hitherto sus¬ 
tained ; on which foundation rested principally his 
power;—an edifice reposing on public opinion and 
admiration, far more even than on royal favour. 
Satire and poetry envenomed, while they sharpen¬ 
ed, these weapons. ** From the treasury bench,” 
says the “ Rolliad,” describing the local interior 
of the house of commons, “ we ascend one step 
to the India bench,” where 

“ Exalted sit 

The Pillars of Prerogative and Pitt; 

Delights of Asia, ornaments of man. 

Thy sovereign's sovereigns, happy Hindostan 1 ” 

On an impartial examination of the charge, it 
seems, however, to be repelled by irresistible 
facts. That the East India proprietors and di¬ 
rectors, when menaced with extinction and con¬ 
fiscation of their property by Fox’s bill, crept un¬ 
der Pitt’s gaberdine, in order to avoid the fury of 
the storm, (as Trinculo does under that of Cali¬ 
ban,) is indeed true. Like Trinculo too, when 
the violence of the storm was over, they ventured 
to peep out, to look about them, and to protect 
their own interests. But, how little subjection 
the minister exhibited to the “Bengal squad,” 
was fully displayed by his abandoning Hastings 
when impeached, and even joining with his pro¬ 
secutors, a few years after his own accession to 
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power. Neither did the creation of a tribunal, 
exclusively named for the trial of persons accused 
of misconduct in India,—a tribunal previously 
unknown to the British constitution, and erected 
by the new “ East India Bill,”—appear to hold 
out either protection or impunity to delinquents 
returning from Asia. Fox, nevertheless, did not 
hesitate to avail himself of this accusation, which 
he brought forward in debate, and attempted to 
fix on his successful antagonist. 

4 th August .—During the last days of the ses¬ 
sion, Pitt having introduced a bill for enabling 
the East India Company to make a dividend of 
eight per cent., and at the same time for remit¬ 
ting the sum of one hundred thousand pounds 
due by the company to the public ; Fox arraign¬ 
ed the measure, as calculated for insidious, dark, 
and reprehensible purposes. In language of great 
severity, he demanded if administration ought to 
be permitted, after imposing on the British peo¬ 
ple taxes of the most onerous description, to keep 
so large a sum out of the public coffers, in order 
to put it into the pockets of the East India Com¬ 
pany ? “ When,” exclaimed be, “ we connect the 

present act with the bill now pending in the 
upper house for the regulation of that company; 
may we not justly assert, that instead of esta¬ 
blishing an English government over India, as 
the bill which I presented in the late parliament 
professed and attempted to do, the inevitable 
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tendency of the measures now in agitation is the 
establishment of an Indian government in Eng¬ 
land ?” 

Sensible how deep and how wide must be 
the operation of such a charge, when circulated 
throughout the kingdom, from the head of the 
opposition, the first minister instantly rose to repel 
the insinuation. Having stigmatized the speech 
just pronounced, as equally malevolent and in¬ 
flammatory, he asked how the assumptions that it 
contained were warranted ? “ Where,” enquired 

he, “ are the means of establishing an Indian go¬ 
vernment in England, to be found in the present 
bill ? Has the actual administration attempted to 
invade the property of the East India Company, 
to assume its patronage, to appropriate to them¬ 
selves its revenues, and to render it the engine 
of permanent political power? Have I endea¬ 
voured to place myself in an unconstitutional situ¬ 
ation, by erecting a fourth branch of the legisla¬ 
ture, and seizing upon the supreme authority of 
the state ? Or, if such intentions are anywhere to 
be found,- must they not be sought in the clauses 
of the late East India Bill ?” Personal as these 
recriminations were, others followed, if possible, 
still more severe. Pitt, irritated at the imputa¬ 
tion of having culpably remitted the debt due by 
the company to the public, commented on the 
conduct of Fox’s father, Lord Holland; whom he 
accused, though without expressly naming him. 
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of paying neither principal nor interest of the 
sums long since due to the country;—a debt 
which, he added, ought to be exacted, not re¬ 
mitted. In vain did Fox complain of the illibe- 
rality of such allusions, as unbecoming and disor¬ 
derly. Dundas, justifying the first lord of the 
treasury, reminded his adversary, that whatever 
invidious observations had . fallen from the minis¬ 
ter’s lips, he had himself provoked, and must 
therefore bear. The house remained during the 
whole time silent and passive witnesses of the 
altercation. No further attempt was made from 
any quarter to prolong the debate; and Fox, con¬ 
scious of the paucity of his numbers, did not even 
venture on a division. This scene, where the 
two leaders came forward before their respective 
forces, as if to break a hostile lance against each 
other, terminated triumphantly for the head of 
the administration. 

2 Oth August. —The session, prolonged to a pe¬ 
riod of the year which is without any precedent 
in our modern parliamentary annals, at length 
closed; and Pitt, after making such successful 
exertions for the attainment of office, had leisure 
calmly to contemplate his own elevation. Extra¬ 
ordinary and rapid as it had been, that of Dundas 
might justly excite equal admiration. Only nine 
months earlier, he presented the melancholy spec¬ 
tacle of a Scotch advocate proscribed by the coali¬ 
tion,' without apparent chance of public employ- 
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ment, nearly destitute of fortune, and unpro¬ 
vided with official means of subsistence. Fox, 
if he had used his newly-acquired ministerial 
power with moderation, instead of endeavour¬ 
ing to construct it on ambitious and unconstitu¬ 
tional foundations,—if he had patiently awaited 
the effect of time, aided by his own exertions, for 
surmounting the royal prejudices and antipathies 
entertained against him, instead of using the two 
houses of parliament as his instruments to fet¬ 
ter and disarm the sovereign,—must have held 
firm possession of office. In such a case, Dundas, 
notwithstanding his great acknowledged talents, 
might have remained during as many years on 
the opposition bench, as we have beheld Sheridan 
stationary there, in our time. But, Fox’s impru¬ 
dence, propelled by his resentment at the king’s 
fixed alienation, and urged on by Burke’s impa¬ 
tient ardour, did not allow him to perceive, that 
while he meditated the establishment of his own 
greatness, he was only labouring for his political 
rival. If Pitt attained the first place in the state, 
Dundas may with truth be said to have gained 
the second: for, though he was not a cabinet 
minister, yet, in the essential functions of official 
authority and influence, he far outweighed either 
of the secretaries of state, or even the chancellor. 
They, as well as the first lord of the admiralty, 
the master-general of the ordnance, and the pre¬ 
sident of the council, were all members of the 
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upper house. Dundas, by his presence on the 
treasury bench, came into daily contact with Pitt 
during many months of the year, when parlia¬ 
ment was assembled; rose to defend him when 
personally attacked, and after long debates, com¬ 
monly accompanied the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer to Downing-street; as, some sessions ear¬ 
lier, he had been accustomed to repair to the Pay 
Office, when Rigby presided over that depart¬ 
ment, under Lord North’s administration. 

In the autumn of 1784, Dundas united in his 
own person some of the most solid, and, at the 
same time, brilliant public employments. As 
treasurer of the navy, he enjoyed a very lucrative 
place, to which were subsequently attached apart¬ 
ments in Somerset House. But, like Pitt, he 
never practised economy; and though a man of 
business, yet pleasure in every shape presented to 
him irresistible allurements. The creation of an 
East India Board of Control, for the management 
of our political affairs in that quarter of the globe, 
which formed an important feature of Pitt’s bill, 
followed immediately the prorogation of parlia¬ 
ment. At its head Lord Sydney was nominally 
placed as president. The chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer occupied likewise a seat at it; as did the 
two joint paymasters of the forces. Lord Mul- 
grave and Mr. William Grenville. To these mem¬ 
bers was added Lord Walsingbam : but, the 
whole power resided with Dundas, who, having 
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secretly concerted his measures with Pitt, dictated 
his pleasure to the others on every point. With¬ 
in two years afterwards, when Lord Walsing- 
ham expressed his reluctance to sign a dispatch 
tendered for his immediate approbation, he was 
dismissed ; and Lord Frederic Campbell, a coun¬ 
tryman of Dundas, more accommodating in his 
disposition, replaced the vacancy occasioned at 
the board. Economy forming ostensibly a pro¬ 
minent part of all the ministerial measures, no 
salary was at first annexed to any of the East 
India commissioners ; who being six in num¬ 
ber, were selected from such privy councillors as 
held efficient offices of other kinds. The trea- 
surership of the navy demanding comparatively 
little time or attention for transacting its duties, 
Dundas remained at liberty to bend all the force 
of his faculties to the administration of India. 
Patronage there was not indeed any vested by 
law in the board: but the court of directors and 
the two chairmen could not well be inattentive to 
the wishes, however indirectly or guardedly ex¬ 
pressed, of a person who exercised such superin¬ 
tending powers over them and their possessions. 
The board of trade, abolished only two years 
earlier, by Burke’s bill, being likewise re-establish¬ 
ed nearly at the same time, though under another 
name, and without any salaries; Dundas was ap¬ 
pointed one of its members. A far more exten¬ 
sive range lay, however, open to his ambition, in 
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the secret management of his native country, 
Scotland; almost all the parliamentary or borough 
interest of which kingdom became gradually at¬ 
tracted into his vortex. Of course, the favours 
of the crown to the north of the Tweed, passed 
through his hands, and were almost exclusively 
conferred through his interest. If it was asserted 
of the first Mr. Pitt, that “ while he crushed with 
his right hand the two branches of the house of 
Bourbon, he wielded in his left the democracy of 
England;” it might be said with equal truth, 
though with less sublimity, of Dundas, that while 
he controlled the British dominions in India with 
one hand, with the other he managed and regu¬ 
lated Scotland. 

The opposition—which party always affected to 
treat him as a venal deserter, who, after succes¬ 
sively quitting Lord North and Lord Shelburne, 
had only attached himself to Mr. Pitt from the 
suggestions of a well-weighed and calculating 
ambition,—emptied their quiver of lampoons and 
satire upon him. But they found his hide im¬ 
penetrable ; fenced with good-humour, protected 
by great abilities, strength of character, and cor¬ 
responding manliness of mind. The “ Rolliad,” 
holding him up to public reprobation, describes 
Dundas as a man 

“ Whose exalted soul 
No bonds of vulgar prejudice controul. 

Of shame unconscious in his bold career. 

He spurns that honour which the weak revere. 
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For, true to public virtue’s patriot plan, 

He loves the minister , and not the man . 

Alike the advocate of North and wit, 

The friend of Shelburne, and the guide of Pitt.” 

Nor did his political enemies satisfy themselves 
with inveighing against his tergiversation, and 
the interested versatility with which he supported 
three different administrations, in three successive 
years. They pursued him into private life, and 
depictured him as a determined votary of pleasure. 
In one of the “ Political Eclogues,” entitled “Rose, 
or The Complaint,” parodied from Virgil’s “ For- 
mosum pastor Corydon ardebat Alexin,” and 
published in 1785; the author, observing on the 
predilections of some distinguished persons about 
London, well known by their gallantries, says, 

“ What various tastes divide the fickle town ! 

One'likes the fair, and one admires the brown. 

The stately, Queensb'ry; Hinchinbrook, the small: 
Thurlow loves servant-maids; Dundas loves all.” 

Notwithstanding this intellectual artillery per¬ 
petually discharged on him, he kept firm his 
steady way; looking, like Jenkinson, straight for¬ 
ward to the British peerage, as the distant, but 
certain remuneration of his public exertions. Nor 
could Pitt have discovered a more able, efficient, 
laborious, and eloquent coadjutor than Dundas, 
if he had sought throughout his majesty’s do¬ 
minions. That he wanted the correct and mea¬ 
sured deportment, the elevated disinterestedness. 
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and the insensibility or superiority to female se¬ 
ductions, by which qualities the first minister was 
distinguished, we must admit: but he possessed, 
on the other hand, many endowments of mind, or 
of disposition, vainly sought in the chancellor of 
the exchequer. Dundas manifested more amenity 
of manner, more placability of temper, more fa¬ 
cility of access; a more yielding, accommodating, 
and forgiving nature. If Pitt subdued, Dundas 
conciliated, adversaries. The latter, who had re¬ 
ceived his political education, and imbibed his 
parliamentary habits, under Lord North; breathed 
a more liberal spirit, more comprehensive in its 
embrace, and more calculated to gain or to disarm 
his opponents. Pitt was undoubtedly capable of 
firm and fervent friendships; yet Dundas, with 
less sincerity, acquired more general good will. 
Pitt was cold and repulsive: Dundas invited 
approach. The former seldom made advances, 
mingled a gravity or a constraint even with his 
civilities, seemed to weigh his expressions, rarely 
provoked or prolonged conversations, and speedily 
retired into himself. The latter was always com¬ 
municative ; and the lineaments of his counte¬ 
nance, open, as well as gay., facilitated his objects, 
even when he most concealed his purposes. Pitt 
appeared as if made to withhold, Dundas to con¬ 
fer, ministerial favours. Many of those recom- 
pences or remunerations, denominated in vulgar 
language jobs , unfortunately necessary among us 



DUNDAS. 


167 

in order to keep adherents in good humour, and 
which flowed from the state fountain in Down- 
ing-street, were distributed, not by Pitt, but by 
the treasurer of the navy. 

I knew with great intimacy, during more than 
thirty years, a lady, whose fortune not equalling 
her rank,—for she was a peeress in her own right, 
of very antient creation,—found herself compelled 
to have recourse to the fountain in question. 
Her eldest son having expended much time and 
money in raising, forming, and disciplining a 
corps of yeomanry cavalry, during the revolution¬ 
ary war, previous to the treaty of Amiens; his 
mother made many applications to the treasury, 
with a view to obtain for him a pension, of which 
assistance he stood greatly in need. Wearied 
with ineffectual solicitations, she addressed herself 
to Dundas, and obtained an appointment to wait 
on him at Somerset House. She was punctual 
to the hour named; and the first thing that she 
did after entering the apartment, (as she herself 
assured me,) was to turn the key in the door. 
“You see,” said she, “that I am in earnest, and 
determined to be heard.” Having by his desire 
detailed the case, to which he listened with the 
utmost patience, politeness, and good humour, 
she concluded by demanding, in pressing terms, 
the aid of a pension for her son. “ How much, 
madam, must you have ?” asked Dundas. “ 1 
ask for five hundred pounds a year,” answered 
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she. “ It is reasonable,” replied he, ** and it shall 
be done.” In effect, her son obtained it imme¬ 
diately afterwards, without further trouble, upon 
public grounds, as having merited it by his exer¬ 
tions in the common cause of defending the 
country. I am well awaTe that pensions were 
sometimes obtained by ladies, through Mr. Dun- 
das, on principles less patriotic; where beauty, 
high connexions, or personal predilection, aided 
the application. I could name instances in proof 
of my assertion. Nor could Scotland have been 
reduced under his influence without having re¬ 
course to similar expedients; by which, in the 
course of a few years, nearly forty, out of the 
forty-five members sent to the house of commons 
from North Britain, might be said to owe their 
seats to the treasurer of the navy. I ought, how¬ 
ever, here to add, that in the list of ministerial 
benefactions he eminently distinguished the lite¬ 
rati of his own country; almost all of whom 
received, through his protection or recommenda¬ 
tion, marks of the bounty of the crown. Pitt by 
no means extended equal patronage to English 
genius or literary talents. 

Precisely about this time, a lady was presented 
at court, and on the theatre of public life, who 
attracted universal attention. I mean, Mrs. Has¬ 
tings. She was born, I believe, in his Britannic 
Majesty's electoral dominions; and had been early 
married to Mr. Imhoff, who, as well as herself. 
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was a German. Being by profession an historical 
and a portrait painter, he came over to England; 
bringing with him his wife, who was at that time 
young, captivating in her person, and possessing 
many graces. Madame Schwellenbergen, one of 
the two keepers of the robes to the queen, her¬ 
self a native of Germany, and who has performed 
no inconsiderable part during the present reign, 
at Windsor, as well as at St. James’s, patronized 
the Imhoffs. At her solicitation, her majesty was 
induced to extend to them a degree of protection, 
which procured for them from the directors of 
the East India Company permission to go out to 
Madras. The hope of acquiring by his pencil a 
more rapid fortune in Asia than he could pro¬ 
bably expect to gain in Europe, induced him to 
embark for India, in the winter of 1768; and it 
happened that Mr. Hastings, whom the East 
India Company had recently named second in 
council at Fort St. George, took his passage on 
board the same vessel with Mr. and Mrs. Imhoff. 
At that time he had never seen or heard of her; 
but, shortly after sailing from England, accident, 
which had brought them into the same ship, 
made them personally known to each other. 
Hastings having engaged the room denominated 
the round-house for his own exclusive accommo¬ 
dation, Mrs. Imhoff, believing him to be on the 
quarter-deck, without previously ascertaining the 
fact, mounted by the stairs of the quarter-gallery 
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to that apartment. Their surprize at meeting 
was mutual; and she made, from the first instant 
of his seeing her, a deep impression on the future 
governor-general. In the course of their voyage, 
Hastings formed a very strong attachment to 
her; mid his passion acquiring strength by time, 
he continued to visit her with great assiduity 
while she and her husband resided at Madras; 
but, always with such precautions, and under 
such restrictions, as not to compromize her ho¬ 
nour. About the time when Hastings was ap¬ 
pointed to the government of Bengal, in January 
1772, a termination of her marriage with Imhoff 
took place; which union, as having been origi¬ 
nally celebrated in Germany, was asserted to be 
capable of dissolution by mutual consent. This 
amicable divorce was not, however, effected with¬ 
out the aid of money, Hastings having, in fact, 
paid to Imhoff a sum considerably exceeding ten 
thousand pounds; with which acquisition the 
fortunate painter quitted India, and returning to 
his native country, there bought an estate out 
of the produce of his wife’s attractions. Mrs. 
Imhoff followed her lover to Calcutta, and as 
soon as her former husband had transmitted au¬ 
thentic intelligence that the divorce was obtained, 
the new governor-general of India legalized his 
connexion by the solemnities of wedlock. Dur¬ 
ing more than ten years that Hastings subse- 
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quently occupied the supreme authority on the 
hanks of the Ganges, she remained there with 
him; was consulted by him on affairs of state; 
accompanied him in his vists to the upper pro¬ 
vinces, particularly after the. revolt of Cheyt 
Sing; and invariably maintained her ascendancy 
over his mind, as well as his affections. Nor did 
any censure ever attach to her conduct; unless 
we consider as such the accusation which her own 
and her husband’s enemies raised against her, of 
amassing wealth by presents received from the 
native princes and princesses; which were usually 
conveyed under the form of diamonds, or other 
gems. It was asserted, that though Hastings 
might be poor or disinterested, yet his wife was 
rich and rapacious : but calumny, party, and po¬ 
litical enmity, probably exaggerated the amount 
of these supposed accumulations. 

As early as the year 1780, Hastings sent over 
Major Scott to England, in quality of his agent; 
and towards the close of-1783, meditating his 
own return from Bengal, he determined on letting 
Mrs. Hastings precede him; hoping that her pre¬ 
sence and exertions might smooth many asperi¬ 
ties, while she ascertained and prepared the ground 
for his speedy personal appearance in London. In 
his expectations from both these measures he 
found himself nevertheless deceived. Scott’s zeal 
and publications, no less than his speeches and 
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defiances in parliament, injured the governor- 
general’s cause, by irritating his political enemies. 
As little benefit resulted from Mrs. Hastings’s ap¬ 
pearance at St. James’s, and in the circles of rank 
or fashion. Not that she was at all deficient in 
those accomplishments which adorn society: for, 
though she had already passed the limits of youth, 
her person still preserved many attractions. Her 
conversation was interesting, and her deportment 
unexceptionable in private life. But the nature 
of her marriage with Hastings, and all the cir¬ 
cumstances which had produced that union, af¬ 
forded so much subject for animadversion or scan¬ 
dal, as considerably to impede her introduction 
into the highest company. She was besides a 
stranger to England, by birth, by a long residence 
in Asia, and by her unacquaintance with our 
modes of life and our manners. Even her figure 
furnished matter for malevolent criticism ; as, at 
a time when every fashionable female’s head-dress 
was elevated twelve or eighteen inches high, and 
formed a barbarous assemblage of powder, pins, 
and other fantastic ornaments piled on each 
other, she had the courage to wear her hair with¬ 
out powder. To this circumstance the “ Proba¬ 
tionary Ode of Major Scott” alludes, when de¬ 
scribing Mrs. Hastings’s presentation to the king 
and queen at the drawing-room. The portrait is 
highly coloured, but true to the original; and the 
invocation to Pitt, replete with acrimony. 
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“ Gods! how her diamonds flock 
On each unpowder’d lock ! 

On every membrane see a topaz clings! 

Behold, her joints are fewer than her rings I 
Illustrious dame! on either ear 
The Munny Begum's spoils appear ! 

O Pitt! with awe behold that precious throat, 

Whose necklace teems with many a future vote ! 

Pregnant with Burgage gems each hand she rears; 

And lo ! depending questions gleam upon her ears I” 

Her reception at court was most gracious; nor 
could such a circumstance justly excite surprize, 
since his majesty made no secret of declaring the 
high opinion that he entertained of Hastings’s 
public services. 

I did not witness Mrs. Hastings’s presentation 
at the drawing-room, having quitted England for 
Paris, where I made a stay of some weeks, a few 
days previous to the prorogation of parliament. 
The court of France still exhibited at that time 
a majestic and imposing appearance. No man, 
if wholly unacquainted with the secret causes 
of approaching convulsion, when surveying the 
aspect of the capital in September 1784, could 
have foreseen that within five years, the monarchy 
would be swallowed up in the abyss of a san¬ 
guinary and ferocious revolution. Still less, while 
assisting at the superb spectacle of Versailles, and 
its water-works, on a day of gala, when the king 
and queen dined in public, environed by all the 
pomp of majesty, could it have been supposed 
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that they would so soon be prisoners in the hands 
of their revolted subjects. It was, nevertheless, 
already apparent to those acquainted with the 
interior frame of the government, and the embar¬ 
rassed state of the finances, that the materials of 
disorder and confusion were accumulating rapidly 
from various quarters. The people, inflamed, as 
well as perverted, by the writings of the French 
philosophers, aspired to freedom ; wholly uncon¬ 
scious or ignorant that liberty cannot be preserved 
without public morals, and the severe restraints 
of law, under the strong control of an executive 
power. The nation, after contributing so suc¬ 
cessfully to emancipate America, began to de¬ 
mand its own emancipation, and the formation of 
a constitution. Unfortunately for the crown, the 
victories obtained in the Chesapeake, and the con¬ 
quests made in the West Indies, when Necker 
was at the head of the finances, had eventually 
produced a deficit in the revenue; while Calonne, 
who presided over that department, since 1781, as 
controller-general, however eminent were his fa¬ 
culties, yet neither possessed the frugality, politi¬ 
cal steadiness, nor moral reputation, requisite for 
his arduous position. The united operation of 
these causes might nevertheless have been un¬ 
questionably obviated or dissipated, if the throne 
of France had been filled by a sovereign, of any 
energy, decision, and determination. But, Louis 
the Sixteenth seemed to be raised up by Provi- 
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dence in its inscrutable dispensations, not less 
for the subversion of the French monarchy in 
our time, than his ancestor Henry the Fourth, 
two centuries earlier, appeared to be preserved 
by Heaven for the purpose of its extrication and 
restoration. 

The king, at the time of which I speak, was 
thirty years of age, had reigned above ten since 
the death of his grandfather, and unquestion¬ 
ably possessed the affection and esteem of his 
subjects. During the first four years after his 
accession, while France remained at peace, from 
1774 to 1778, every circumstance combined to 
diffuse a popularity round his person and govern¬ 
ment. Instead of a prince sinking into the grave 
amidst excesses of the worst description, sur¬ 
rounded by a haram, over which Madame du 
Barry presided; Versailles exhibited to the 
French nation and to Europe, a splendid court 
regulated by decorum, at the head of which a 
young, elegant, and accomplished queen, attract¬ 
ed universal admiration. Louis’s correct man¬ 
ners, his conjugal attachment, his acknowledged 
rectitude of intention, and application to public 
business;—these features of his character and con¬ 
duct formed a striking'contrast with the enervate 
and dissolute state of degradation, in which Louis 
the Fifteenth terminated his long career. The 
recall of the parliaments, which assemblies had 
been exiled by his predecessor, was a measure 
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calculated to excite general satisfaction. His dis¬ 
mission of the Abb£ Terrai, one of the most un¬ 
popular ministers of the late reign, whom Louis 
the Fifteenth had placed at the head of the 
finances; and the nomination of Turgot to that 
office, a man possessing an elevated mind, as well 
as expanded and beneficent views for the amelio¬ 
ration of the revenue; endeared the young king 
to his people. The chancellor, Maupeou, whose 
shameless submissions to the Countess du Barry, 
some of which, too well authenticated, were at 
once so indecent and so licentious as hardly to 
obtain belief, or to be commemorated without de¬ 
grading the dignity of history, was deprived of 
the functions of his office. Miromesnil, a lawyer 
of more decorous manners, if not of superior 
legal talents, became keeper of the great seal. 
Maurepas, placed at the head of the royal coun¬ 
cils, superseded the Duke d’Aiguillon, whose 
name and administration had long been deserved¬ 
ly unpopular: while Vergennes, recalled for the 
express purpose from his embassy in Sweden, oc¬ 
cupied the post of secretary of state for the foreign 
department. These salutary and judicious changes, 
made by a prince who had then scarcely attained 
to manhood, seemed to promise a fortunate reign, 
when his judgment, matured by experience, should 
enable, him to assume a more active part in the 
administration of state affairs. 

The four or five years that elapsed between 
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1778 and the beginning of 1788, during the whole 
of which period Louis was engaged in war with 
this country; contributed to raise him in the esti¬ 
mation of his own people, and of foreign nations, 
by the success that generally accompanied his 
arms. For, though the last of those years, 1782, 
was attended with two great reverses; namely, 
the naval defeat sustained by De Grasse, and the 
destruction of the Spanish batteries under the 
walls of Gibraltar; yet every leading object for 
which the French government undertook the 
contest, was ultimately accomplished. The Ame¬ 
rican colonies, under the protection of Louis, be¬ 
came a free and sovereign power. All the disas¬ 
ters experienced by France during the war of 
1756, disappeared at York Town, where a British 
army surrendered to Washington and Rocham- 
beau. In the East Indies, Sufirein contended, 
down to the last moment of hostilities, for the 
empire of the sea; and though France restored 
to us, by the treaty of peace, most of the islands 
that she had reduced under her dominion in the 
West Indies, she retained Tobago, and resumed 
possession of St. Lucia: while Spain, fighting 
under the French banner, recovered Minorca and 
both the Floridas, which had been dissevered 
from her crown. Such were the brilliant occur¬ 
rences of the first eight or nine years of a reign 
destined to so fatal a termination; and which 
seemed strikingly to exemplify the picture drawn 
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by Gray, of Richard the Second, whose com¬ 
mencement, like Louis the Sixteenth’s, excited 
high expectations; 

“ Fair laughs the morn, and gay the zephyr blows, 

While proudly riding o’er the azure realm, 

In gilded state the painted vessel goes, 

Youth at the prow, and Pleasure at the helm. 

Regardless of the sweeping whirlwind’s sway. 

That, hush’d in grim repose, expects his evening prey.’’ 

Louis the Sixteenth displayed many of the 
virtues that adorn private life; few or none of 
the qualities that uphold the throne, when assailed 
by civil commotions. To George the Third he 
bore, in various respects, a strong moral resem¬ 
blance; but that similarity ceased altogether on 
the essential feature of energy, decision, and firm¬ 
ness of character. During the riots of the month 
of June 1780, which assumed some of the most 
alarming characteristics of the French revolution, 
the English king manifested a calm courage, and 
determination to die, if requisite, at his post, in de¬ 
fence of the power entrusted to him by the con¬ 
stitution. Louis, in July 1789, instead of repel¬ 
ling the infuriated mob which assailed him in his 
own palace, abandoned the reins of government. 
He may be said to have deposed himself. Even 
James the Second fled, and did not wait to be 
carried a prisoner to Whitehall. Louis suffered 
himself to be drawn from Versailles to Paris, a 
spectacle of fallen majesty; insulted on his ar- 
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rival in his own capital, by Bailli, the mayor, who 
presented him sarcastically the keys of a metro¬ 
polis which had already thrown off all allegiance. 
He had previously left the citadel of the Bastile, 
(which might easily have been rendered impreg¬ 
nable against any attack of the Parisians,) des¬ 
titute of an adequate garrison, of provisions, or 
of ammunition. In October of the same year, he 
was ignominiously conveyed, with his queen and 
children, a dethroned captive, to the palace of the 
Tuileries; which residence he quitted, instead of 
defending it to the last extremity, as he ought to 
have done, and might have done successfully, on 
the 10th of August 1792. The different fate of 
the two sovereigns of England and of France has 
corresponded with their opposite characters. We 
behold the former prince, though deprived of his 
mental faculties, yet still reigning in the person 
of his son; after having not only preserved his 
own dominions from internal anarchy, or foreign 
invasion; but extended protection to France, to 
Spain, and to the great Continental powers, when 
struggling under the despotism of a revolutionary 
conqueror. The latter prince, a victim to his 
inert, irresolute, and yielding measures, perished 
on the scaffold, in front of his own palace. 

In 1784, the vital defects of his monarchical 
character lay as yet in some measure concealed 
from general inspection. We may however as¬ 
sume with moral certainty, that the flight of the 
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princes of the blood, and the expatriation of many 
among the great nobility, at the very commence- 
ment of the revolution in 1789, would not have 
taken place, unless they had well known the 
weakness of the sovereign whom they abandoned 
to his fate. They doubtless were aware that he 
would neither defend himself, nor them, in the 
moment of danger. That the Count d’Artois, 
who was personally unpopular, and regarded as 
despotic in his principles, should have dreaded 
the effects of democratic violence, and should have 
fled from Versailles without waiting till matters 
arrived at the last extremity, might naturally be 
expected: but the Prince of Cond£, in whom sur¬ 
vived a portion of the heroism of his great ances¬ 
tor, would never have deserted a king who had not 
first deserted his own cause. In fact, the reign of 
Louis the Sixteenth expired on the day of his 
passive transfer to Paris in October 1789, as much 
as that of Richard the Second terminated when 
he delivered himself up a prisoner in the castle of 
Flint, to his cousin, Henry of Lancaster. Instead 
of permitting a ferocious and sanguinary populace 
to drag him like a victim to the altar, if Louis 
would only have sent a party of cavalry to stop 
their passage across the Seine, at the bridges of 
S&vres and of St. Cloud, he might have remained 
with perfect security in his palace. Or, if his 
aversion to shedding the blood of his subjects 
superseded every sentiment of self-preservation in. 
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his bosom, he might have withdrawn with his 
family, as he was urged to do by more than one 
of his ministers, from Versailles to Rambouillet, 
and thence to Chartres. There he would have 
found himself protected by a considerable army. 
If then he had called on every man who loved 
his country, to join him against rebellion and 
anarchy; while at the same time he had protest* 
ed his readiness to concede to the nation, and to 
establish on the firmest foundations, a free con¬ 
stitution ; he might still have been seated on the 
throne of France. But, Louis, averse to resist¬ 
ance, seemed never to aspire to any crown, except 
that of martyrdom. Henry the Third’s position 
on the 12th and 18th of May 1588, precisely 
resembled that of Louis the Sixteenth on the 5th 
and 6th of October 1789. The Duke of Guise, 
at the head of a rebellious body of forces, sur¬ 
rounded and menaced Henry in the Louvre, as La 
Fayette and the Parisian populace did Louis at 
Versailles. But, Henry, though long passive and 
irresolute, fled at last, and finally took up arms. 
Louis remained torpid, prohibited all defence, 
allowed himself to be conveyed as a captive to 
his capital, and suffered under the guillotine. He 
was his own executioner. 

Two of the most interesting princesses whom 
the eighteenth century produced, and who will 
be considered as such by posterity, were unques¬ 
tionably Maria Theresa, and Marie Antoinette, 
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of Austria; one, the mother; the other, the 
daughter; both, endowed with qualities fitted to 
sustain the throne in times of the greatest diffi¬ 
culty. The former, when driven from her here¬ 
ditary dominions by the French and Bavarians in 
1741, found resources in her own mind, which 
impelled her to resist, and ultimately enabled her 
to expel, her enemies. It is of her that Johnson 
speaks, when, depicturing the calamities produced 
by ambition, as exemplified in the instance of the 
Bavarian emperor, Charles the Seventh, he says, 

“ The bold Bavarian, in a luckless hour, 

Tries the dread summits of Caesarian power; 

With unexpected legions bursts away, 

And sees defenceless realms accept his sway. 

Short sway I Fair Austria spreads her mournful charms; 
The queen, the beauty, sets the world in arms.” 

‘With equal self-devotion and fortitude, no man 
can doubt, would the late ill-fated Queen of 
France have conducted herself during the course 
of the French revolution, if, like her mother, she 
had reigned in her own right. To Louis she 
might have justly said, as Catherine de Foix did 
to her husband John d’Albret, King of Navarre, 
nearly three centuries earlier; “ Si nous fussions 
n£s, vous, Catherine de Foix, et moi, Don Jean 
d’Albret, nous n’aurions jamais perdu la Na¬ 
varre.” More unfortunate even than Margaret 
of Anjou, wife of our Henry the Sixth; Marie 
Antoinette, after beholding, like the English 



MARIE ANTOINETTE. 


188 


queen, her husband immolated, and her only son 
imprisoned by ferocious assassins, was ultimately 
conducted in a cart, with her hands tied behind 
her, as a common criminal, to the place of exe¬ 
cution. In the autumn of 1784, she had nearly 
completed her twenty-ninth year. Her beauty, 
like the mother of .Eneas, “ incessu patuit .” It 
consisted in her manner, air, and movements, 
all which were full of dignity as well as grace. 
No person could look at her, without conceiving 
a favourable impression of her intelligence and 
spirit. The king was heavy and inert, destitute 
of activity or elasticity; wanting all the charac¬ 
teristic attributes of youth; who, though not cor¬ 
pulent, yet might be termed unwieldy; and who 
rather tumbled from one foot to the other, than 
walked with firmness. His queen could not 
move a step, or perform an act, in which majesty 
was not blended. She possessed all the vigour of 
mind, decision of character, and determination to 
maintain the royal authority, which were want¬ 
ing in Louis. Nor does it demand any exertion 
of our belief to be convinced, that she would 
have preferred death on the 10th of August, 
1798, as she loudly declared, rather than have 
fled for shelter to the intimidated assembly which 
transferred her to the Temple. Her understand¬ 
ing was not highly cultivated, nor her acquaint¬ 
ance with works of literature extensive; but, her 
heart could receive and cherish some of the best 
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emotions of our nature. Friendship, gratitude, 
maternal affection, conjugal love, fortitude, con¬ 
tempt of danger and of death; —all these, and 
many other virtues, however they might be 
choked up by the rank soil of a court, yet ma¬ 
nifested themselves under the pressure of cala¬ 
mity. 

While I do this justice to her distinguished 
intellectual endowments, and natural disposition; 
the impartiality which I profess compels me to 
disclose her defects with the same unreserve. She 
had many; some of them belonging to the queen ; 
others, more properly appertaining to the woman . 
Like the wife of Germanicus, she wanted cau¬ 
tion, and due command over her words and ac¬ 
tions. Descended, as she was, from a house which 
during successive centuries had been the rival 
and the inveterate enemy of France; young, des¬ 
titute of experience, surrounded by courtiers who 
dwelt upon her smiles; she did not sufficiently 
appreciate the dangers of such an elevation, and 
she violated frequently the most ordinary maxims 
of prudence. Her high and haughty temper, 
made for dominion, impelled her to regard the 
people as populace; and she seemed always to 
say while she looked round her, 

“ Odi profanum vulgus, et arceo.” 

This well-known feature of her character aggra¬ 
vated all the errors or mistakes of her conduct, 
and enabled detraction to accuse her with the 
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crime of being not only an Austrian by birth, but 
such in heart and inclination. So long as she 
had not produced a son, the imputation wore at 
least a semblance of probability; and a similar 
charge had been made in the preceding century, 
with some reason, against Anne of Austria. 
Xiouis the Thirteenth’s consort was, in fact, pur¬ 
sued criminally by the Cardinal de Richelieu, for 
maintaining a treasonable correspondence with 
her brother, Philip the Fourth, King of Spain. 
The birth of a dauphin, who afterwards became 
Louis the Fourteenth, rescued Anne from minis¬ 
terial prosecution: but Marie Antoinette, even 
after she had given an heir to the monarchy in 
1781, and a second son in 1785, was still accused 
by popular malevolence, though most unjustly, 
of remitting pecuniary supplies to her brother, 
the Emperor Joseph the Second. Whatever 
might have been her predilections before she 
became a mother, we cannot doubt that subse¬ 
quently to that event, she beheld only the inter¬ 
ests of France before her eyes. Her judgment 
did not, however, equal the elevation of her 
mind. The expensive purchase of the palace of 
St. Cloud from the Duke of Orleans, in her 
name, was an act of great imprudence. Her 
contempt or disregard of appearances exposed 
her to severe comments; as did her strong par¬ 
tialities and preferences, manifested for various 
individuals of both sexes. The renunciation 
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which she made of etiquette, and her emanci¬ 
pation from court form, though calculated to 
heighten the enjoyments of private society, broke 
down one of the barriers that surrounded the 
throne. Her personal vanity, not to say co¬ 
quetry, was excessive and censurable. She passed 
more time in studying and adjusting the orna¬ 
ments of her dress, than became a woman placed 
upon the most dangerous eminence in Europe. 
Mademoiselle Bertin, who was her directress on 
this article, could indeed more easily obtain an 
audience of Marie Antoinette than persons of the 
first rank. Pleasure and dissipation offered for 
her irresistible charms. 

But, was she, or was she not, it may be asked, 
a woman of gallantry ? Did she ever violate her 
nuptial fidelity ? Are we to rank her among the 
virtuous, or among the licentious princesses re¬ 
corded in history? I am well aware that the 
illustrious female in question did not always 
restrain the marks of her predilection within pru¬ 
dent limits, and she thereby furnished ample 
matter for detraction. So did Anne Bullen; 
but, I imagine, there are very few, if any per¬ 
sons, who believe that the unfortunate mother 
of Elizabeth was false to Henry the Eighth’s 
bed. I have personally known many of the in¬ 
dividuals, commonly supposed or asserted to have 
been favoured lovers of the late Queen of France. 
Ignorance and malevolence furnished the princi- 
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pal, or the only proofs of criminality. Some of 
these men, thus distinguished, were foreigners and 
Englishmen. At their head I might place the 
late Lord Hugh Seymour, then the Honourable 
Hugh Seymour Conway, a captain in the navy. 
After the peace of 1783, when he was about 
twenty-five, he visited Paris and Versailles. Like 
all his six brothers, he exceeded in height the 
ordinary proportion of mankind; and he pos¬ 
sessed great personal advantages, sustained by 
most engaging manners. The queen, who met 
him at the Duchess de Polignac’s, among the 
crowd of eminent and elegant strangers there 
assembled, honoured him with marks of her par¬ 
ticular notice, appeared to take a pleasure in con¬ 
versing with him, and unquestionably displayed 
towards him great partiality. On this foundation 
was raised the accusation. I believe, the present 
Earl Whitworth made a similar impression on 
Marie Antoinette, about the same time. He, 
too, was highly favoured by nature, and his ad¬ 
dress exceeded even his figure. At every period 
of his life, queens, and duchesses, and countesses, 
have showered on him their regard. The Duke 
of Dorset, recently sent embassador to France, 
being an intimate friend of Mr. Whitworth, made 
him known to the queen; who not only distin¬ 
guished him by flattering marks of her attention, 
but interested herself in promoting his fortune, 
which then stood greatly in need of such a pa- 
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tronage. As Lord Whitworth is at this hour 
a British earl, lord-lieutenant of Ireland, deco¬ 
rated with various orders of knighthood, and one 
of the most distinguished subjects of the crown; 
I shall digress from Marie Antoinette for a short 
time, in order to relate some particulars of his 
rise and elevation in life. 

Lord Whitworth is about three years younger 
than myself, and must have been born in, or 
towards, 1754. His father, who had received the 
honour of knighthood, and was likewise a mem¬ 
ber of the house of commons, left at his decease 
a numerous family, involved in embarrassed cir¬ 
cumstances. Mr. Whitworth, the eldest son, hav¬ 
ing embraced the military profession, served in 
the Guards, and attained the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel: but, I believe, was more distinguished 
tluring this period of his career by success in gal¬ 
lantries, than by any professional merits, or brilliant 
services. Soon after his thirtieth year he quitted 
the army; and as his fortune was very limited, 
he next aspired to enter the corps diplomatique. 
The circumstance becoming known to the Queen 
of France, she recommended his interests strongly 
to the Duke of Dorset; who, not without great 
difficulty, obtained at length in the year 1786, for 
his friend, the appointment of minister plenipo¬ 
tentiary to the court of Warsaw. I know from 
good authority, that when that nomination was 
bestowed on him, no little impediment to his de- 
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parture arose from the want of a few hundred 
pounds, to defray the unavoidable expences of his 
equipment. The unfortunate Stanislaus Ponia- 
towski then reigned over the nominal monarchy 
of Poland, and Mr. Whitworth gave such satisfac¬ 
tion while residing at Warsaw in his public cha¬ 
racter, that on a vacancy occurring at Petersburgh 
about two years afterwards, he was sent as British 
envoy to Russia. During his residence of eleven 
or more years on the banks of the Neva, he re¬ 
ceived the order of the Bath, and was subse¬ 
quently raised to the dignity of an Irish baron. 
But as very ample pecuniary resources were neces¬ 
sary for sustaining the dignity of his official situa¬ 
tion, to support which, in an adequate manner, his 
salary as minister from the British court was 
altogether unequal, he did not hesitate to avail 
himself of female aid. Among the distinguished 
ladies of high rank about Catherine’s person at 
that time, was the Countess Gerbetzow, who, 
though married, possessed a very considerable for¬ 
tune at her own disposal. Such was her par¬ 
tiality for the English envoy, that she in a great 
measure provided, clothed, and defrayed his 
household from her own purse. In return for 
such solid proofs of attachment, he engaged to 
give her his hand in marriage; a stipulation, the 
accomplishment of which was necessarily deferred 
till she could obtain a divorce from her husband. 
Catherine’s brilliant reign being closed, and her 
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eccentric successor having adopted those perni¬ 
cious measures which within a short period of 
time produced his destruction. Lord Whitworth 
returned in 1800 to this country. He was then 
about fifty years of age, and still possessed as 
many personal graces as are perhaps ever retained 
at that period of life. 

The Duke of Dorset, whose friendship had so 
eminently conduced to place Lord Whitworth in 
the diplomatic line, had already expired in July 
1799, at his seat of Knole, in Kent. His decease 
was preceded by a long period of intellectual de¬ 
cay, or mental alienation, during the course of 
which, comprizing nearly twenty months, the 
duchess his wife discharged towards him, in a 
most exemplary manner, every conjugal duty and 
office. She was the eldest daughter of Sir Charles 
Cope, a baronet of Queen Anne’s creation, and 
had completed her thirty-second year at the time 
when Lord Whitworth reached England. Her 
person, though not feminine, might then be de¬ 
nominated handsome; and, if her mind was not 
highly cultivated or refined, she could boast of 
intellectual endowments that fitted her for the 
active business of life. Under the dominion of 
no passion except the love of money, her taste for 
power and pleasure was always subordinate to her 
economy. The attachment of her late husband, 
aided by the decline of his intellect, had impelled 
him not only to exclude his nearest collateral heir. 
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the present Duke of Dorset, from the succession 
to any part of his landed estates; but, in some 
measure, to sacrifice his own son to the interests of 
the duchess. In virtue of the duke’s testamentary 
dispositions, she came into immediate possession 
of thirteen thousand pounds a year on his demise, 
besides the borough of East Grinstead during her 
life. So great an accumulation of wealth and of 
parliamentary influence had scarcely ever vested, 
among us, in a female, and a widow; especially 
when Dorset House, in Whitehall, as well as 
Knole, the seat of the earls and dukes of that 
name ever since Elizabeth’s reign, eventually 
passed into her hands. Lord Whitworth, though 
under such obligations to the duke’s friendship, 
yet being personally unknown to the duchess, did 
not present himself at her door till towards the 
close of the year 1800. But the courtship was 
short, and they were married in the subsequent 
month of April. 

Meanwhile, the Countess Gerbetzow, to whose 
attachment Lord Whitworth had been so deeply 
indebted while resident at Petersburgh, and with 
whom he had contracted such serious contingent 
engagements, having succeeded in procuring a 
divorce from her husband, left that capital on 
her way to England. At Leipsic, she first read 
in one of the Continental newspapers, that the 
Duchess of Dorset’s nuptials with Lord Whit¬ 
worth were expected shortly to be celebrated;— 
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a piece of intelligence which, however unex¬ 
pected or alarming it might be, only induced 
her to accelerate her journey. On her arrival in 
London, she learned that the union had already 
taken place. Irritated hy disappointment and 
indignation, she had recourse to various expe¬ 
dients for obtaining restitution of the sums that 
she had advanced to her former lover, on the 
faith of his assurances of marriage. Her reclama¬ 
tions, which were of too delicate and serious a 
nature to be despised, when sustained by such 
proofs as she could produce in confirmation of 
them, at length compelled the duchess, most re¬ 
luctantly, to pay her Muscovite rival no less a 
sum than ten thousand pounds; thus purchasing 
the quiet possession of a husband, as Mr. Hastings 
had bought the right to a wife, and nearly at as 
exorbitant a price. 

However highly advantageous was such an 
alliance for a man whose private fortune was of 
the most slender description; yet his political 
career might probably have terminated at this 
period of his life, if the connexion existing be¬ 
tween his wife and the family of Jenkinson had 
not given it a new impulse. Lady Cope, the 
duchess’s mother, a woman of uncommon per¬ 
sonal beauty, married a second time in 1782, the 
late Charles Jenkinson, subsequently created Earl 
of Liverpool. After the peace of Amiens in 1802,. 
as it became necessary to send an embassador to 
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the French republic, Lord Whitworth was select¬ 
ed for the employment. The vast pecuniary 
resources which his recent marriage afforded him, 
of sustaining the unavoidable expences incident 
to such a mission, unquestionably facilitated his 
nomination. It is, however, admitted that he 
acquitted himself with dexterity, calmness, and 
judgment, during the short and stormy period 
that he remained at Paris. On his return to 
England, not occupying a seat in either house of 
parliament, he sunk during ten years into compa¬ 
rative insignificance. But, in 1813, before which 
time the present Earl of Liverpool had attained 
to the head of the treasury, he was once more 
called, at the advanced age of sixty-three, into 
active public employment. The Duke of Rich¬ 
mond’s period of office as lord-lieutenant of Ire¬ 
land being terminated. Lord Whitworth received 
that high appointment, and was created at the 
same time an English Viscount. Two years later. 
Lord Liverpool included him among the seven 
individuals then raised to the dignity of Earls: 
while the duchess his wife had intermediately de¬ 
rived an augmentation of nine thousand pounds a 
year, in consequence of the calamitous death of 
her only son, the young Duke of Dorset, killed 
at the age of little more than twenty-one, in an 
Irish fox-chace. On this prodigious elevation 
stands Lord Whitworth at the present moment; 
-—an elevation from which he may be said to 
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look down even upon Lord Gwydir, hitherto 
esteemed the most fortunate individual of our 
time. Three females of the highest rank, one 
of them a sovereign; namely, the late Queen 
of France, the Countess Gerbetzow, and the 
Duchess of Dorset; successively aided his pro¬ 
gress in life. Without enquiring whether John¬ 
son’s remark on “ ambitious love,” as being rarely 
productive of happiness, can apply to the case 
before us; we may nevertheless be allowed to 
doubt whether a humbler matrimonial alliance 
might not have been attended with more felicity. 
If, on revisiting his native country, he had been 
united to a woman of inferior fortune and condi¬ 
tion, who would probably have given him poste¬ 
rity ; he would certainly have presented an object 
of more rational envy and respect, than as the 
second husband of a duchess, elevated by her 
connexions to dignities and offices, subsisting on 
her possessions, and who will probably ere long 
inter him with an earl’s coronet on his coffin. I 
return to Marie Antoinette. 

The late Duke of Dorset himself was by vul¬ 
gar misrepresentation included in the list of that 
princess’s pretended lovers. Unquestionably he 
enjoyed much of her regard and confidence, with 
proofs of both which sentiments she honoured 
him during his embassy in France. He preserved 
a letter-case, which I have seen, full of her notes 
addressed to him. They were written on private 
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concerns, commissions that she requested him to 
execute for her, principally regarding English ar¬ 
ticles of dress or ornament, and other innocent or 
unimportant matters. Colonel Edward Dillon, 
with whom I was particularly acquainted, was 
likewise highly distinguished by her. He de¬ 
scended, I believe, collaterally, from the noble 
Irish family of the Earls of Roscommon, though 
his father carried on the trade of a wine-merchant 
at Bordeaux. But he was commonly denomi¬ 
nated “le Comte Edouard Dillon,” and “le beau 
Dillon.” In my estimation, he possessed little 
pretension to the latter epithet; but he surpassed 
most men in stature, like Lord Whitworth, Lord 
Hugh Seymour, and the other individuals on 
whom the French queen cast a favourable eye. 
That she shewed him some imprudent marks of 
predilection at a ball, which, when they took 
place, excited comment, is true; but they prove 
only indiscretion and levity on her part. Even 
the Count d’Artois was enumerated among her 
lovers, by Parisian malignity; an accusation 
founded on his personal graces, his dissolute man¬ 
ners, and his state of separation, as well as of 
alienation, from his own wife. The hatred of the 
populace towards the queen became naturally 
inflamed by this supposed mixture of a species of 
incest with matrimonial infidelity; and it was to 
the base passions of the multitude, that such atro¬ 
cious fabrications were addressed by her enemies. 

o 2 
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If Marie Antoinette ever violated her nuptial 
vow, (which, however, I am far from asserting,) 
either Count Fersen, or Monsieur de Vaudreuil, 
were the favoured individuals. Of the former 
nobleman, who was a native of Sweden, though 
of Scottish descent, I may hereafter have occasion 
to make mention. Vaudreuil had received from 
nature many qualities, personal and intellectual, 
of the most ingratiating description. The queen 
delighting much in his society, he was naturally 
associated to the parties at Madame de Polignac’s, 
where her majesty never failed to be present. But 
there were other parties, in which Vaudreuil per¬ 
formed a conspicuous part, and respecting which 
I feel it impossible to observe a total silence; yet, 
of which it is difficult to speak without involun¬ 
tarily awakening suspicions or reflexions injurious 
to the memory of that princess. They were called 
“ descampativosbeing held in the gardens of 
Versailles; where, at a spot sheltered from view 
by lofty woods, about forty individuals, in equal 
numbers of both sexes, all selected or approved 
by the queen, repaired at the appointed time. 
An altar of turf being erected, the election of a 
high priest followed; who, by virtue of his office, 
possessed the power of pairing the different cou¬ 
ples for the space of one hour, at his arbitrary 
pleasure. On pronouncing the word “descam- 
pativos,” they all scampered off in different direc¬ 
tions ; being however bound by the compact to 
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re-assemble at the same place, when the hour 
should be expired. Those persons who main¬ 
tained that the amusement was altogether inno¬ 
cent as far as Marie Antoinette had in it any 
participation, observed that the king repeatedly 
sanctioned it by his presence. They added, that 
he appeared to enjoy the diversion not less than 
any other individual of the company, and was 
himself repeatedly paired with different ladies. 
Vaudreuil generally performed the function of 
pontiff; and as that office conferred the power, 
not only of associating the respective couples, but 
of nominating his own partner, he frequently 
chose the queen. Her enemies, indeed, asserted, 
that one of her principal objects in setting oh foot 
the diversion, was to overcome by temptation 
combined with opportunity, the scrupulous, as 
well as troublesome fidelity, observed by Louis 
towards her person and bed. In this expectation, 
they pretended, she was successful; partners, such 
as would not interpose any impediments or delays 
to his majesty’s wishes, being selected for him by 
the high priest. That a game, or diversion, such 
as I have described, and other similar amuse¬ 
ments which in common language we denominate 
romps, did occasionally take place at Versailles, 
or at Trianon, during the first years after Marie 
Antoinette became queen, when she was between 
twenty and twenty-five years of age, admits of no 
denial. I consider them nevertheless to have been 
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exaggerated by her enemies, and to have been at 
least as free from stain or guilt, as were the romp¬ 
ing parties which, we know, our own Elizabeth 
permitted herself with Admiral Seymour;.under 
her brother Edward’s reign. Even Mary, Prin¬ 
cess of Orange, afterwards Queen of William the 
Third, a most exemplary and virtuous woman, 
yet did not hesitate at two-and-twenty to receive 
instructions from the Duke of Monmouth, as her 
dancing-master , while he resided at the Hague, 
towards the end of Charles the Second’s reign. 
The duke, it must be remembered, was the hand¬ 
somest man of his time; and if we may credit 
contemporary authority, the petticoats of the 
scholar were adapted to the lesson. But, Louis 
the Sixteenth might exclaim with the Moor, 

“ Tis not to make me jealous, 

To say—my wife is fair, feeds well, loves company, 

Is free of speech, sings, plays, and dances well: 

Where virtue is, these are more virtuous.” 

I do not, indeed, mean to maintain that the 
virtue of the late Queen of France can be placed 
on the same level with the honour of her two 
immediate predecessors on the French throne; 
namely, Maria Theresa of Spain, consort of Louis 
the Fourteenth; or Maria Leszinska of Poland, 
the wife of Louis the Fifteenth;—princesses so 
correct in their deportment, that detraction never 
ventured to impute to either of them the slight¬ 
est deviation from propriety of conduct. But, 
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on the other hand, it ought not to be forgotten, 
that those queens, who fell far below Marie An- 
toinette in personal, as well as in mental endow¬ 
ments; who wanted all her graces, and powers 
of captivating mankind; were likewise, each of 
them, married to princes highly adorned by Na¬ 
ture, and cast in her finest mould; Louis the' 
Sixteenth might inspire respect, or affection, or 
esteem; but did not appear, even at twenty, 
made to awaken sentiments of love. It demapded 
consequently a stronger principle of moral action 
to keep her in the right path, than might have 
sufficed in the two former instances. With Anne 
of Austria she may be more justly compared, 
whose conjugal virtue forms a subject of historic 
doubt; neither above suspicion, nor yet aban¬ 
doned to censure. Like her, Marie Antoinette 
remained many years a wife before she became a 
mother. The birth of Louis the Fourteenth, 
born after more than two-and-twenty years of 
marriage; especially if we reflect on the exte¬ 
nuated state of Louis the Thirteenth at the time, 
whose whole life was a perpetual disease; might 
well excite doubts of his queen’s fidelity, in the 
minds of her contemporaries. Marie Antoinette 
brought into the world a daughter before the 
expiration of the ninth year from the celebration 
of her nuptials; and the cause of her not having 
sooner gratified the expectations of the French, 
by giving heirs to the monarchy,—a fact which 
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was well known and ascertained,— depended, not 
on her , but on the king, her husband. Both 
princesses were handsome; both inclined to gal¬ 
lantry and coquetry. Anne of Austria mani¬ 
fested for Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, no less 
than for Mazarin, as strong a partiality, and com¬ 
mitted acts as imprudent, as any which were ever 
attributed to the late Queen of France. She,— 
I mean, Anne of Austria, — passed likewise a 
great part of her life in total separation from her 
unamiable husband; while the utmost external 
harmony, if not real affection, always subsisted 
between Louis the Sixteenth and his consort. The 
balance of reputation between the two queens, in¬ 
clines in favour of the latter princess. And how 
gloriously did she redeem the levities, or the in¬ 
discretions, committed at. Trianon, and at Ver¬ 
sailles ; by the magnanimity which she displayed 
during her confinement in the Tuileries, at the 
Temple, and in the Conciergerie! What a display 
of conjugal duty, and maternal tenderness, did 
she not exhibit; what heroism and resources of 
mind, what superiority even to death, did she 
not manifest, while in the power of that atrocious 
mob of rebels and assassins, denominated the Re¬ 
publican Government! Whatever may have been 
the measure of her errors while in the splendour 
of royal prosperity, she will be ranked by pos* 
terity among the most illustrious, high-minded, 
and unfortunate princesses who have appeared in 
modern ages. 
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The Count de Provence, who now reigns un¬ 
der the name of Louis the Eighteenth, attracted 
in 1784, though so nearly allied to the throne, 
comparatively little national attention.. In his 
person, and in his demeanour, he resembled the 
king his brother. Both were princes of sedentary 
habits; ill adapted for the energies of govern¬ 
ment in times of difficulty, and scarcely fitted for 
the ordinary representations of royalty. When 
resident, as he sometimes was, at Paris, the Count 
de Provence held his court at the Luxembourg 
Palace, over which the Countess de Balbi pre¬ 
sided, though with far inferior influence than the 
Pompadours or the Barrys exercised under his 
grandfather’s reign. At no period of his life did 
the sex acquire over him the empire possessed by 
the mistresses of Louis -the Fourteenth and Fif¬ 
teenth. As the Count and Countess de Provence 
neither had, nor were expected to have any issue, 
their marriage could be considered as little more 
than a nominal union. The Count d’Artois only, 
of the three brothers, was almost ever seen in the 
capital, where he occasionally resorted in pursuit 
-of pleasure, when disgusted with the dullness, 
insipidity, and tranquillity of Versailles. His 
figure was fine, above the middle size, his coun¬ 
tenance pleasing, and his manners corresponded 
with his appearance: but, unfortunately, these 
exterior advantages were unaccompanied with 
economy, prudence, or attention to conciliate ge- 
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neral esteem. He was not only supposed to be 
imbued with despotic principles, but his pro¬ 
fusion had involved him in great embarrass¬ 
ments. During his visit to Gibraltar, two years 
earlier, where he repaired with the Duke of 
Bourbon, accompanied by some of the young 
French nobility, in expectation of making his 
public entry into that fortress after its assumed 
surrender, he had acquired no military reputa¬ 
tion. 

His excesses might seem to derive some apo¬ 
logy from the conduct of his wife, who, however 
destitute of personal attractions, yet was accused 
of great irregularities. The proofs were even re¬ 
ported to have been so obtrusive, as to induce 
the court of Versailles to inform her father, Vic¬ 
tor Amadeus the Third, King of Sardinia, that it 
was determined to send her back to Turin, in 
order that he might confine her in his own do¬ 
minions. But his answer instantly repressed the 
intention. “ I educated my daughter,” replied 
he, “in the strictest precepts of virtue and of 
religion. She never had transgressed those rules 
when I gave her in marriage to the Count d’Ar¬ 
tois. If his example or licentiousness, encreased 
by the general dissolution of manners in the 
court of France, has perverted the mind and 
morals of his wife; let those who have produced 
the evil support its consequences! I will not 
receive the princess, nor permit her to pass my 
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frontiers.” So spirited and peremptory a refusal 
checked all further ideas of publicly disgracing 
her: but, after the birth of the dauphin in 1781, 
and of a second prince in 1785, she became almost 
extinct in the general recollection. Her husband 
no longer observed any measures towards her. 
At his beautiful retreat of “Bagatelle” in the 
“ Bois de Boulogne,” on the banks of the Seine, 
nearly midway between Versailles and Paris; 
where with great taste, and at a vast expence, he 
had assembled all that could minister to voluptu¬ 
ous enjoyment; the Count d’Artois, frequently 
accompanied by Mademoiselle Contat (at once 
the Thais and the Thalia of that period), passed 
many of his hours, unconscious of the gathering 
tempest. I have not seen, throughout Europe, 
an edifice where pleasure had concentered more 
objects of gratification, heightened by the charms 
of sculpture, than were displayed in the apart¬ 
ments of “ Bagatelle.” 

The Duke of Orleans, grandson to the cele¬ 
brated and dissolute Regent of France, was far 
advanced at this time towards his sixtieth year. 
Destitute of energy of character, or of talents, 
moderate, unambitious, retired, he is hardly 
known to posterity, except as the father of a 
man whose criminal ambition eminently contri¬ 
buted soon afterwards to the subversion of the 
house of Bourbon, and of his country. The 
duke had been long united in a second marriage 
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with the Marchioness of Montesson, but the king 
refused to recognize her as Duchess of Orleans. 
Madame de Genlis, her niece, has commemorated 
the marchioness in various parts of her volu¬ 
minous Memoirs. The splendid residence of the 
Dukes of Orleans, the “ Palais Royal,” placed in 
the centre of Paris, then contrasted strongly with 
the ruinous palace of the Louvre, and the de¬ 
serted edifice of the Tuileries ; both which struc¬ 
tures, stretching along the bank of the Seine 
in neglected majesty, wholly unvisited by the 
sovereign, seemed to reproach his absence. The 
queen had indeed caused two or three apart¬ 
ments to be fitted up in the “ Pavilion de Flore,” 
at the extremity of one wing of the Tuileries; 
which commanded a charming view to the south, 
over the quays on both sides of the river. There 
she occasionally alighted, when amusement led 
her to visit Paris for a few hours; but, where she 
had scarcely ever passed even a single night, dur¬ 
ing fourteen years since her marriage. So totally 
abandoned by Louis the Sixteenth was his own 
capital, previous to the Revolution; and so unfit 
to receive him had the palace of the Tuileries 
become, in which he subsequently passed near 
three years; a nominal king, though in effect a 
prisoner, between 1789 and 1792! If the “ Pa¬ 
lais Royal” constituted, in 1784, the noblest in¬ 
habited fabric of the French metropolis; the 
palace and gardens of St. Cloud, which then be- 



DUKE OF ORLEANS.—PRINCE OF COND&. 205 

longed, not to the crown, but to the Duke of 
Orleans, presented a far more alluring aspect than 
the tame magnificence of Versailles, or the joyless 
and melancholy expanse of Marly. Its beautiful, 
cheerful, and picturesque position, on a fine emi¬ 
nence overhanging the Seine, with the capital in 
full view, yet exempt from its inconveniendes; 
the superb orangery, (since become dassic revolu¬ 
tionary ground, in November 1799, when Bona¬ 
parte there seized on the government, and ex¬ 
tinguished the Directory;)—lastly, the gardens 
and park, truly royal, extending on every side;— 
these features might fully justify the queen’s pre¬ 
dilection for St. Cloud. When, in addition to 
two such edifices, one situate in Paris, and the 
other placed at an inconsiderable distance from its 
gates, we add the prodigious patrimonial posses¬ 
sions of the Duke of Orleans, scattered through¬ 
out various provinces of France, from the shore 
of the British Channel to the mountains of Au¬ 
vergne ; we cannot hesitate in pronouncing him 
to have been the most powerful, wealthy, and 
elevated subject in Europe. 

Removed by one gradation farther from the 
succession to the crown, the Prince of Cond6 
might nevertheless be considered as hardly in¬ 
ferior to the Duke of Orleans, in all the attri¬ 
butes and accompaniments of grandeur. De¬ 
scended as he was equally from the great Condi, 
and from the illustrious family of Montmorency, 
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which occupies So high a place in the history of 
France; in him the military spirit of the Bourbon 
line had not become extinct, as it seemed in some 
measure to have done in the king, and in the 
Count de Provence. He had served with dis¬ 
tinction in Germany, during the war of 1756, 
under the late reign. The “ Palais Bourbon,” his 
residence at Paris, situate on the southern bank 
of the Seine, in a much more airy and salubrious 
part of the capital than the “ Palais Royal,” might 
almost vie with it in size and splendour. At 
Chantilly, the Prince of Cond6 maintained a state 
scarcely less than royal, surrounded by every mo¬ 
nument of feudal magnificence, combined with 
all the refinements of the eighteenth century. 
His only son, the Duke of Bourbon, was little 
known except by his passion for the chace; while 
the Duke d’Enghien, second in lineal descent 
from the Prince of Cond6, whose savage execu¬ 
tion took place in our own time, had only com¬ 
pleted his twelfth year. We must go back to the 
thirteenth century, in order to find a parallel to 
this atrocious act of blood, when young Conradin, 
heir to the crown of Naples, was beheaded by the 
tyrant Charles of Anjou. The Prince of Conti 
stood last in order among the collateral heirs to 
the throne; but he had no issue by his consort, a 
princess of Modena, and that branch of the royal 
line has since become extinct. 

In 1784, when nearly eight hundred years had 
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elapsed since Hugh Capet was proclaimed King 
of France at Noyon, no less a number than fifteen 
princes, all of whom descended from him in the 
male line through Louis the Ninth, (commonly 
denominated St. Louis,) still remained; every 
one competent to wear the crown. So uninter- 
rupted a succession through so many centuries, 
might well inspire that veneration which “the 
hoar of ages” invariably excites in the human 
mind. Every circumstance dear to recollection, 
and powerful over the affections, conspired in¬ 
deed to render sacred the Capetian race. Charles 
the Fifth, and Charles the Seventh, had each in 
turn rescued France from the English yoke. 
Louis the Twelfth is known in history by the 
title of “ Father of his People.” To Francis the 
First was due the revival of letters and of arts. 
Henry the Fourth had expelled the Spaniards 
from Paris, and extinguished the rebellion of 
“ the League.” The love of glory, and the na¬ 
tional vanity, had been gratified to their utmost 
extent, by the conquests, the ostentatious lar¬ 
gesses, and the magnificence of Louis the Four¬ 
teenth. A filiation of such length in masculine 
descent, almost holds to prodigy, and has no 
parallel among the antient, or the modem crown¬ 
ed heads of Europe. We justly esteem as already 
old, the reigning house of Oldenburg, by which 
family the Daneg have been governed in the male 
line ever since the middle of the fifteenth cen- 
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tury. Yet, how recent is their elevation to the 
throne of Denmark, if compared with that of 
Hugh Capet in the year 987; a period long an¬ 
terior to the Norman Conquest! The circum¬ 
stance appears even more entitled to admiration, 
if we contrast it with our own fugitive dynasties, 
which have followed each other in such rapid 
order, though all were perpetuated through fe¬ 
males. To the three Norman princes, and the 
usurper Stephen, succeeded the Angevin or French 
sovereigns, whom we commonly call Plantage- 
nets, though that name was, in fact, only a badge 
or distinction of chivalry; and who, amidst civil 
wars, caused by disputed titles, maintained them¬ 
selves on our throne considerably above three 
hundred years. They were supplanted by a race 
of Welsh monarchs, sprung from a private gentle¬ 
man of the Isle of Anglesea. We next passed 
under the dominion of a Scottish race, to whom a 
Dutchman was substituted, and we are now trans¬ 
ferred to a German family. From Egbert down 
to George the Third, in the lapse of a thousand 
years, only one real Englishman properly so de¬ 
nominated, as sprung from a native stock, has 
reigned among, us. I mean, the brave but un¬ 
fortunate Harold, who, after struggling ten 
months against foreign invaders, fell by the 
stroke of an arrow, at the battle of Hastings, in 
1066.—Nothing except the yielding and passive 
conduct of Louis the Sixteenth, who would not 
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resist or arrest insurrection, though he Saw it 
organized for his destruction, could have over¬ 
turned a throne so deeply established in opinion 
as was that of the Capets in France! He was 
not beheaded, like Charles the First, after having 
endeavoured to defend his prerogatives. Louis, 
more weak than Charles the Simple, who was de¬ 
throned in the tenth century, and died a prisoner 
at Peronne, or than our Henry the Sixth, seemed 
to tender his throat to the assassins. 

Animal magnetism constituted at this time the 
rage in the French metropolis; of which pretend¬ 
ed discovery, Mesmer and Deslon claimed the 
merit. Scarcely could Plato or Epicurus have 
boasted of more numerous or devoted followers, 
than did these empirics. Their school was crowd¬ 
ed with disciples, proselytes, or patients, of both 
sexes, and of all ranks. Seated round a table, 
amidst the appalling magnetic apparatus, with 
minds already prepared or subdued to the arts of 
the operator, they waited for the shock, or as it 
was technically termed, the crisis. 

To the celebrated Beaumarchais, the Parisians 
owed the obligation of charming their leisure by 
a dramatic exhibition of extraordinary interest. 
I mean the “ Folle Journ6e,” or “ Le Manage de 
Figaro.” The scene is placed at Seville. There 
is in the very name of Spain something that al¬ 
ways awakens ideas of adventure, gallantry, and 
intrigue:—impressions which Gil Bias and Don 
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Quixote, Le Sage and Cervantes, have tended to 
excite in the imagination. The “ Beggar’s Opera,” 
when it first appeared in London, could not have 
heen received with more enthusiasm, than was 
manifested for the production of Beaumarchais. 
Figaro attracted as many admirers as ever Mac- 
heath had done; and Lavinia Fenton, who played 
the part of Polly, which character raised her to 
the rank of Duchess of Bolton, could not exceed 
the licentious graces displayed by Mademoiselle 
Contat, in Suzanne. I was present several times 
at the performance, with encreased pleasure'^ 
though, on account of various expressions or allu¬ 
sions contained in it, the author and the comedy 
lay equally under the displeasure of the court. 

Among the objects of curiosity then to be 
seen at Paris, was the shirt which Henry the 
Fourth wore when he received his mortal wound 
from the hand of Ravaillac, on the 14th day of 
May 1610. It was exhibited at a booth on the 
“ Boulevard de Bondi,” accompanied with every 
attestation that could identify it as the shirt of 
Henry; which, having become at the time a per¬ 
quisite of his first valet of the bedchamber, had 
been conveyed with care to his descendants, and 
on theiT extinction, was finally exposed to sale. 
The shirt was composed of cotton, ornamented 
with a broad lace round the collar and the breast. 
But the circumstance that seemed most to prove 
its identity, was the sight of the two fractures or 
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lacerations produced by the assassin’s knife. One 
was comparatively small; while the other, cor¬ 
responding with the region of the heart, disclosed 
a larger rent or orifice. We know that Ravaillac 
gave the king two stabs: the first, on the ribs, 
when the weapon glanced off without inflicting 
a deep wound; the second transfixed the heart, 
and deprived him of life almost on the moment; 
he being suffocated in his own blood, before the 
coach in which he sate could reach the palace of 
the Louvre, at the distance of a few hundred 
paces. I have seen the shirt worn by Charles the 
First on the scaffold, preserved at Lord Ashburn- 
ham’s seat, in Sussex; which was transmitted to 
posterity by a collateral ancestor of the present 
earl, who, as one of the grooms of the bedcham¬ 
ber, attended Charles on the 80th of January 
1649. Both these shirts appeared to have been 
originally almost steeped in blood, though time 
has discharged from them the crimson colour: 
but they do not produce a similar effect on the 
mind. Charles’s catastrophe, like that of Louis 
the Sixteenth, excites just compassion. Of Henry 
it may be asserted with truth, that though the 
defects of his character were great, he nevertheless 
occupies the highest place in our esteem and affec¬ 
tion among the kings who have reigned in modem 
Europe. Notwithstanding the degree of idolatry 
which the French profess for his memory, we 
may justly remark, that in the lapse of more than 
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two hundred years since his assassination, no 
prince of the blood royal has ever been christened 
by the name of Henry, till Louis the Eighteenth 
so name'd the Duchess of Bern’s son. We learn 
from the “ M6moires de St. Simon,” and from 
other authentic sources, that even the bare men¬ 
tion of his illustrious grandfather was painful to 
the bigoted ears of Louis the Fourteenth. The 
deadly spot of Hugonotism, ineffaceable in the 
estimation of monks and jesuits, adhered to Henry, 
like the poisoned shirt of Nessus, even after his 
re-admission into the catholic church; and can¬ 
celled or obscured his heroic exertions for the 
extrication of France from foreign and domestic 
enemies. Nor did Louis, environed with the 
pomp of Versailles, recollect without repugnance, 
how humble were the little courts of Pau and of 
Nerac, concealed among the mountains of the 
Pyrenees, in the distant province of Gascony;, 
where Henry passed his youth, an exile and a 
heretic, proscribed or persecuted by the last kings 
of the race of Valois. 

Another monument which arrested my atten¬ 
tion, was the Castle of Vincennes. During the 
course of ten years since Louis the Sixteenth’s 
accession in 1774, many of the state prisons had 
been successively suppressed and extinguished; a 
measure originating in the progressive spirit of 
political freedom throughout the nation, which 
required a relaxation of the antient despotism. 
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Among the objects of abolition and of retrench¬ 
ment, these receptacles of human misery pre¬ 
sented themselves to the consideration of the 
Baron de Breteuil, minister of the interior. On 
his representation, it was determined to make a 
reduction in their number throughout France, 
and the great tower, or “ donjon ” of the Castle of 
Vincennes was among the first of that description 
thrown open to curiosity. I visited it twice; the 
last time in company with the present Lord 
Gwydir, then Sir Peter Burrell. Several days 
had been employed, by order of the government, 
in erasing the inscriptions left on the walls of the 
.various chambers or cells, before they were sub¬ 
mitted in 1784 to the public eye. The genius of 
History seemed to accompany the visitor of this 
Gothic palace through the dark and winding pas¬ 
sages; reminding him at every step, of the events 
that had taken place within its gloomy recesses. 
Here expired our Henry the Fifth in 1422, of a 
disease which had nearly cut short Louis the 
Fourteenth’s career, but which the advanced state 
of surgical skill in the seventeenth century en¬ 
abled him to surmount. Henry disappeared at the 
moment when he was about to ascend the throne 
of France, and in the full vigour of his age. Like 
Alexander in antiquity, he died at thirty-three; 
withdrawn by Providence, as if in mercy to the 
French and English nations. To the former, as 
by his decease, and the long minority of his feeble 
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son, the Capetian line reconquered their heritage. 
Not less fortunately for us, since the greatest na¬ 
tional calamities would necessarily have resulted 
from the annexation of England to the French 
monarchy. Under such circumstances, if the two 
countries could have permanently remained be¬ 
neath the dominion of one sovereign, Paris must 
have become the principal seat of government, 
while London would have sunk, like Dublin, into 
the mere residence of a viceroy. 

Here too, at Vincennes, Charles the Ninth of 
France breqthed his last in 1574, before he had ac¬ 
complished his twenty-fifth year. A prince, whose 
name, on account of the massacre of St. Bartho¬ 
lomew, which todk place under his reign, is never 
pronounced without detestation; but, who pos¬ 
sessed many qualities worthy the throne; cou¬ 
rage, vigilance, activity, energy, and a love of the 
fine arts in all their branches,—not less ardent 
than inspired his grandfather Francis the First; 
if these noble seeds had not been choaked and 
perverted to purposes of destruction, by his mo¬ 
ther, Catharine of Medicis! I contemplated with 
no common interest, another vaulted apartment 
of considerable size, in which “ the great Cond§,” 
his brother the Prince of Conti, and their brother- 
in-law the Duke de Longueville, were confined 
during near thirteen months, by Cardinal Maza- 
rin, in 1650, and the following year. It is curious 
to reflect that the illustrious prince, who annihi- 
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lated the Spanish bands at Roeroy, and whose 
triumphs constitute so brilliant a part of the 
French annals, should have passed much of his 
youth and middle life in prison, in exile, or in 
rebellion, amidst privations of every kind. My 
conductor did not omit to point out to me the 
parapet from which Francis, Duke de Beaufort, 
grandson of Henry the Fourth, by Gabriel d’Es- 
trde, effected his escape, in 1648, from this for¬ 
tress, after having been shut up in it more than 
five years, by order of Anne of Austria, then 
regent of France. He occupied a distinguished 
place in the civil wars of the “ Fronde,” under 
Louis the Fourteenth’s minority, but is other¬ 
wise hardly known to posterity. Among all the 
descendants of Henry by Gabrielle, the Duke de 
Venddme alone, his great grandson, who, at the 
commencement of the last century, commanded 
the armies of Philip the Fifth in Spain with so 
much glory, seemed to inherit any portion of 
Henry’s military talents. Philip remarking to 
him this circumstance, and observing that neither 
his father nor grandfather had been distinguish¬ 
ed in the field, “ Sire,” — answered the duke, 
“ c’est que je tire mon gdnie de plus loin." 

Among all the attributes or instruments of 
despotism, there is not one which impresses the 
mind with more abhorrence, or awakens images 
of a more hateful description, than a s tate prison. 
Bonaparte, contemplated in the character of-a 
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destroyer, is not equally odious, as when we see 
in him a jailor. Perhaps we should not exag¬ 
gerate, if we assume that in the progress of his 
flagitious invasion of Spain, and in the calami¬ 
tous retreat from Moscow, he sacrificed to his 
policy, to his ambition, or to his enmities, half a 
million of human beings. Yet does he excite far 
more detestation, when his name is coupled with 
those of the Duke d’Enghien, of Toussaint- 
L’ Ouverture, of Pichegru, and of Captain 
Wright; all of whom we suppose to have been 
sacrificed in different ways, by his secret orders, 
in the gloom of their cells. When Gray exclaims, 

" Ye towers of Julius, London’s lasting shame, 

With many a foul and midnight murder fed I” 

we seem to behold passing before us the shades 
of those royal and noble victims, who in different 
ages have there fallen beneath the dagger, or by 
more concealed and atrocious means. Such as the 
Tower of London is described by Gray, were the 
castles appropriated to the reception of state cri¬ 
minals under Louis the Thirteenth, when Cardinal 
Richelieu filled them with the first nobility of 
France. Many of the memoirs written during 
that period of time, and transmitted to us, were 
composed by persons immured in the Bastile, or 
at Vincennes. The arbitrary temper of Louis 
the Fourteenth, inflamed, during the last thirty 
years of his reign, by a spirit of intolerant bi¬ 
gotry, maintained the same detestable system, and 
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crowded with unfortunate individuals, the fort¬ 
resses allotted for their detention. We may see 
in the charming Memoirs of Madame de Stahl, 
who was herself a prisoner in the Bastile, how 
full were its apartments between 1717 and 1720, 
during the regency of the Duke of Orleans. The 
conspiracies of various kinds, set on foot under 
the auspices of Philip the Fifth, King of Spain, in 
order to dispossess that prince of the supreme au¬ 
thority in France, compelled him, contrary to his 
natural disposition, to immure his enemies in the 
various castles scattered throughout the French 
territories. Louis the Fifteenth, indolent, as well 
as unfeeling in his natural disposition; and to¬ 
wards the conclusion of his career, lost, like Tibe¬ 
rius at Capraea, to shame and to public decorum; 
allowed his ministers or his mistresses to issue 
"lettres de cachet ,” on the slightest pretences. 
But the natural benignity of his successor, how¬ 
ever torpid, led him to reject all measures of 
severity. It was more in consequence of the 
relaxation of the royal power, than from the 
exertion of its despotism, that the monarchy was 
first shaken, and finally subverted. When, in 
July 1789, the insurgent populace, aided by 
the *f Gardes Francises,” burst into the Bastile, 
they found throughout that edifice only seven 
captives. A century earlier, in 1689, if a similar 
insurrection had taken place, every subterranean 
dungeon, cell, and chamber, on the different 
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floors, up to the calottes or circular vaulted rooms 
in which the towers all terminated, would have 
exhibited one or more unfortunate tenants. So 
much had the humane character of the monarch, 
aided by the spirit of the times, already mitigated 
the kingly authority, previous to the commence¬ 
ment of the French revolution ! 

Conversing, in the month of June 1798, with Sir 
Sydney Smith, who was then in London, relative 
to his detention in the Temple, from which prison 
he had effected his escape only about four weeks; 
he assured me that in the room which had been 
occupied by Louis XVI. where he was himself 
confined during three-and-twenty months, there re¬ 
mained no inscription, trace, or vestige of that ill- 
fated prince,—so carefully had they been all erased. 
But, he added, that he had himself left, in a very 
obscure corner of the chamber, a short note ad¬ 
dressed to Bonaparte; who, he doubted not, 
would, sooner or later, succeed him there. He 
repeated to me the words of the billet, which 
contained some advice to Napoleon, accompanied 
with very severe animadversions on the conduct 
of the Directory. Sir Sydney told me that the 
jailor or keeper of the Temple had allowed him 
to sup in Paris, not less than twelve different 
evenings, during his abode in that prison. On 
these occasions, he always pledged his word of 
honour to be there again by a certain hour, never 
exceeding half-past nine; and he fulfilled his en- 
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gagement with scrupulous exactitude. Little 
difficulty, he said, was experienced in getting him 
out of the Temple; but very great precautions 
became necessary to secure his return into it, un¬ 
discovered.—Nearly about the same period, I had 
more than one conversation with Lieutenant 
Wright, Sir Sydney’s brave and unhappy com¬ 
rade, who had been shut up with him in the 
Temple. As he was captured with Sir Sydney at 
the time when the frigate having grounded near 
the mouth of the Seine, not far from Havre de 
Grace, surrendered to the enemy; so he likewise 
recovered his liberty in May 1798. On the 15th 
of the following month, I called on Mr. Wright 
at the Prince of Wales’s Hotel, Conduit-street, 
Hanover-square, when he made me the following 
recital. “ I was confined,” said he, “ for nearly 
two years, in the room where the unfortunate 
Marie Antoinette, Queen of France, had been 
immured. My first employment was to ascertain 
by a most minute and accurate search over every 
part of the chamber, whether either she, or her 
daughter, or the Princess Elizabeth her sister-in- 
law, had left behind them any memorial of their 
residence. After the strictest examination, I could 
discover only two such indications. The first 
was an inscription, as I apprehend, in the queen’s 
hand-writing, and contained these few words : 

* La tour du Temple est l’Enfer.’ 

Near it were two marks, one above the other. 
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scratched on the wall, which, I imagine, indicated 
the respective height of her two children. The 
second inscription, which had been pricked or 
delineated by Madame Royale, was to this effect: 

‘Marie Therese Charlotte est la plus malheureuse 
personne du monde. Elle ne peut pas recevoir des 
nouvelles de son pere, ni de sa mere, quoique 
elle Vest demand^ milles fois.’ 

No doubt, these lines were written subsequent to 
the separation of that unhappy family.” 

I copied them, as they here appear, from the 
original paper in Sir Sydney Smith’s possession. 
The inaccuracies of expression, by which the prin¬ 
cess used recevoir instead of procurer , and the 
word “Vest” where she should have written “Vait ,” 
when venting her woes, like the daughter of 
Pandion, to the walls of her prison;—these errors 
cannot surprize, if we reflect that she was only 
thirteen years and eight months old at the time 
when she accompanied her father and mother 
to the Temple. After that lamentable day, her 
mind could not have been in a state to receive 
many aids of education or improvement. 

Before I quit the subject of the Temple, I cannot 
help remarking on the singular fact of Napoleon’s 
having demolished that edifice to the last stone. 
I visited the spot where it once stood, three times 
in the course of the year 1816. Grass now covers 
the place; and small stakes, driven into the 
ground, from one to the other of which cords are 
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stretched, mark the exact figure, as well as dimen¬ 
sions, of the two turrets where the king, queen, 
and royal family were confined. Not a remain 
of the antient structure exists, more than survives 
of Babylon or of Troy. What were the motives 
that impelled the Corsican emperor to level it 
with the earth? Certainly, not attachment, or 
respect, or commiseration for the Bourbons, whom 
he persecuted, dreaded, and destroyed when they 
fell into his power. It can only be explained on 
the supposition, universally credited at Paris, that 
he regarded the castle which had immured the 
last sovereigns of the Capetian line, as a building 
of evil omen, on which he feared to fix his eyes; 
within whose walls, that had so often witnessed 
the piercing lamentations of the illustrious cap¬ 
tives there detained, a change of fortune might at 
any moment confine himself. He therefore com¬ 
manded and compleated its demolition. 

The English ministers of the year 1815 have 
incurred some censure for having transferred 
Napoleon, when he threw himself on their gene¬ 
rosity, to a rock in the other hemisphere. But, 
what fortress could securely hold an individual 
of such colossal dimensions? Happily, we have 
no state prisons. Neither Dumbarton Castle, nor 
the Tower of London, would have been a safe 
place of detention. A popular commotion might 
set him free at any moment, and place him at the 
head of a revolutionary army in the centre of the 
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kingdom; The consciousness that he existed in 
the midst of uSj must have operated of itself to 
produce insurrection. It was of the last necessity, 
to remove him to a distance from Europe. But, 
to irritate him, after his fall, by perpetual insults; 
to send out a governor for the express purpose, 
and to accelerate his end by premeditated acts of 
unnecessary severity;—for; these infractions of 
humanity, our ministers must answer to pos¬ 
terity. 

October .—A singular accident befell the king 
soon after my return from Paris to London, 
which, however, was happily unattended with 
any injurious consequences. During the whole 
course of his reign, as he discharged scrupulously 
the great duties imposed on him by Providence, 
when he was placed at the head of the British 
empire and constitution; so he did not fail in 
regularly performing the minor obligations re¬ 
quired of him in his kingly character. Among 
the latter functions, was comprehended the act of 
holding levees and drawing-rooms. With such 
punctual and unremitting accuracy did he receive 
the compliments of his nobility and gentry at 
St. James’s, that, during winter, two weekly le¬ 
vees always took place; namely, on the Wednes¬ 
day and the Friday; to which was added a third, 
during the meeting of parliament after Christ¬ 
mas, on Mondays, intended particularly for mem¬ 
bers of the house of commons. The queen gene- 
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rally held her drawing-room every Thursday 
throughout the winter, at which his majesty 
never failed to be present; thus devoting a large 
portion of four mornings out of seven, for a great 
part of the year, to this tiresome ceremony. It 
must, however, be owned that no prince ever 
seemed to suffer less, while so employed, than 
George the Third. Far from endeavouring to 
accelerate its termination, he always appeared de¬ 
sirous of prolonging it. I have frequently seen 
him detain the queen more than half an hour, 
after she had done the honours of the circle, and 
seemed extenuated with fatigue, while he en¬ 
gaged in an endless Ute-a-ttte with a foreign mi¬ 
nister or an agreeable courtier. No princess in 
Europe conducted herself with more suavity, 
ease, and condescension, in her own drawing¬ 
room, than did her present majesty. In that act, 
as in every other throughout her whole life, she 
has evinced excellent common sense, great com¬ 
mand over herself, and admirable judgment. 
During more than half a century that she has 
resided in this island, placed continually in most 
delicate and difficult circumstances, she has not 
made a single false step. In consequence of the 
frequency and regularity of levees, they were 
often thinly attended; and it was not unusual 
for the king, who always came early to St. 
James’s, to find himself ready for commencing 
the ceremony before a sufficient number of per- 
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soon '’‘singed themselves, at the levees of 
w> Third, from the fireplace, along the 

f (P’rf tfe bed. With those representatives of 
foo* j iea( j s> his majesty rarely failed to enter 
^jiffase conversations; so that by the time he 
poached the door of the apartment, he com¬ 
ply found a great crowd pressing for notice. 
j^ s he talked with one individual, he cast his re¬ 
gards, from time to time, on the person who stood 
next; thus anticipating, and preparing himself, 
before he began a new dialogue. 

I observed that an accident befell the king, 
which might have been followed by serious con¬ 
sequences. It happened in the following manner. 
Towards the beginning of October, his majesty, 
whose punctuality in holding his levees I have 
already noticed, leaving Windsor, set out on 
horseback from the Queen’s Lodge, at half-past 
eight on a Wednesday morning, notwithstanding 
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'e very threatening aspect of the weather. He 
only attended by Major Manners, (now the 
•al of that name,) who happened to be his 
r in waiting, and a groom. Before they 
~d Colnbrook, it began to rain with vio- 
-nce; but the king, wrapping himself in his 
great-coat, pushed on at greater speed. As he 
passed over Turnham Green, a countryman, dress¬ 
ed in a common smock-frock, mounted on a sort 
of cart-house, and advancing at the rate of six or 
seven miles an hour, encountered him. His ma¬ 
jesty attempting to pass between him and a loaded 
waggon going towards London, received a blow 
on one of his knees from the man, and had nearly 
been thrown upon the waggon. Major Manners, 
who was close behind, and who saw the accident 
without being able to prevent it, riding up to the 
fellow, while he doubled his horsewhip, after 
some execrations, exclaimed, “ You scoundrel, 
don’t you see it is the king ?” The unfortunate 
countryman, thus rudely accosted, remaining mo¬ 
tionless and speechless, while Manners and the 
servant both seemed about to inflict chastisement 
on him; the king instantly interposed. “ Don’t 
strike him on any account,” said his majesty. 

He has hurt my knee; but it was altogether 
an accident I shall receive no injury from it.” 
So saying, he continued his journey towards Lon* 
don. General Manners assured me, that on look¬ 
ing back, so long as he could perceive the man, 
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he remained still nearly in the same attitude and 
posture, like a person overcome with amazement, 
in the middle of the high road. Before noon his 
majesty arrived at the queen’s house, and his first 
endeavour was exerted to procure some arque- 
bUsade: but, in consequence of the violence of 
the rain, all the domestics assuming as certain 
that he would come in a carriage, and would 
drive straight to St. James’s, scarcely any per¬ 
son could be found in attendance. A maid¬ 
servant having at length brought him the arque- 
busade, his majesty pulled down his stocking; 
and while Manners held the bottle, the king rub¬ 
bed his knee, which was black, and had received 
a great contusion. But, after having plentifully 
bathed the part affected, he immediately got into 
his sedan chair, repaired to St. James’s, dressed 
himself, and held his levee, precisely as though 
no misadventure had befallen him. 

November .—In the autumn, the king, availing 
himself of Lord Waldegrave’s decease, who was 
colonel of the Coldstream regiment of Guards, 
conferred the command on his own second son, 
Prince Frederic. About a month subsequent, 
his majesty created him Duke of York and Al¬ 
bany ; by the former of which titles he has since 
been known, instead of Bishop of Osnabrugh, as 
he was previously designated in common conver¬ 
sation. Desirous to remove him from the society 
of his elder brother, and at the same time to ren- 
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der him acquainted with Germany, particularly 
the Electoral dominions; George the Third, as 
early as the dose of the year 1781, had sent him 
oyer to Hanover. From that city, which con¬ 
stituted his residence and his head-quarters, he 
made occasional excursions to the Prussian, Saxon, 
and Austrian courts; with a view principally to 
the attainment of military knowledge, in order 
that he might in due time fill the important post 
of commander-in-chief, destined for him by his 
father. George the Second had in like manner 
placed his second son at the head of the British 
army. That the present king, from a very early 
age, regarded Frederic with predilection, is a fact 
too well known to need any proof. Nor can 
we wonder at his feeling a preference towards 
a prince, in whose person, manners, and the lead¬ 
ing features of his character or deportment, he 
beheld himself much more faithfully reflected 
than in the Prince of Wales. 

The political sky being now calm, and the first 
minister confirmed in power, towards the con¬ 
clusion of November two creations took place, on 
which the eyes of the whole kingdom were turn¬ 
ed with interest. I have already had occasion 
to remark, that with the late Marquis of Bock- 
ingham, who died in July 1782, expired the 
gradation or title of marquis in this country. 
During nearly two years and a half, that rank 
of the peerage was, if I may so express myself, 
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blotted out of the Red Book of England, while 
three marquisates then existed in Scotland. In 
Ireland the title had never been introduced. 
To this rank, therefore, Earl Temple and the 
Earl of Shelburne were now raised. The former 
nobleman, who stood in a close degree of con¬ 
sanguinity to the chancellor of the exchequer,— 
besides his hereditary claims, and his vast landed 
property, sustained by great parliamentary inter¬ 
est, might justly plead his recent services to the 
sovereign. He first of all the nobility in the 
realm, having demanded an audience of the king, 
had disclosed to him the dangerous nature of 
Fox’s “ East India Bill,” and its provisions as 
they regarded the crown; facts which impelled 
his majesty to adopt vigorous measures for arrest¬ 
ing its further progress. The title of Bucking¬ 
ham was conferred on him ; which as a dukedom 
awakens recollections that carry us back to the 
Tudor, and even to the Plantagenet times. It 
was revived by James the First, in the person 
of his favourite Villiers. Queen Anne bestowed, 
on Sheffield Earl of Mulgrave, the dukedom, not 
of Buckingham, but of Buckinghamshire. In 
consequence of Lord Temple’s being raised to the 
marquisate, the Earl of Buckinghamshire, who 
had been previously accustomed to omit the last 
syllable, and to call, as well as to sign himself 
Buckingham ., became compelled to resume the 
former denomination and signature: a necessity- 
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with which he somewhat reluctantly complied. 
The Marquis of Buckingham, like his two 
younger brothers, possessed strong intellectual 
powers, sustained by a most retentive memory* 
by habits of application, and inexhaustible infor¬ 
mation upon almost every subject. While lord- 
lieutenant of Ireland, during the £arl of Shel¬ 
burne’s administration, I believe he gave as much 
satisfaction to the nobility and people of that 
island, as any man could do whose disinclination 
to wine or conviviality led him to pass little time 
at table, and to devote himself almost entirely 
to the labour of the cabinet. His faculties appear 
nevertheless to have been adapted more to orna¬ 
ment private life, than for conducting public 
business. By his hasty acceptance of the post of 
secretary of state, in December 1783, and his still 
more hasty resignation of it, scarcely forty-eight 
hours afterwards, he had nearly overset Pitt’s 
administration before it was well constituted. To 
the office of first lord of the admiralty, he always 
anxiously aspired; but Fortune was not equally 
propitious to his wishes, as she had shown herself 
to those of the Duke of Richmond, in placing 
him at the head of the ordnance. During Pitt’s 
long ministry. Lord Buckingham’s talents were 
only once called out, as lord-lieutenant of Ireland, 
after the Duke of Rutland’s death; and he pass¬ 
ed his life in dignified repose at Stow; residing 
little in London, nor appearing often in the house 
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of peers. On the arrival of Louis the Eighteenth 
and his expatriated family in this country, when 
compelled to quit the Russian territories, the 
noble hospitality with which he received, lodged, 
and entertained those illustrious fugitives, ex> 
cited high admiration. They were treated by 
him and the marchioness with the same honours 
and testimonies of respect, (even to the formali¬ 
ties of royal etiquette, none of which were omit¬ 
ted,) as if the king had been seated on the throne 
of his ancestors, and had visited England merely 
for amusement. 

If the dignity bestowed on Lord Temple awak¬ 
ened attention, much greater speculation arose on 
the supposed motives of the minister, for elevating 
the Earl of Shelburne to the same rank in the 
peerage, by the title of Lansdown. An evident 
coldness, if not alienation, had long subsisted be¬ 
tween him and Pitt; nor had Lord Shelburne 
taken any part in the discussions of the upper 
house of parliament, during the course of the late 
session. At the time of his resignation in Feb¬ 
ruary 1783, reports injurious to his public charac¬ 
ter had been industriously spread by his political 
enemies. Pitt defended him, it is true, in the 
house of commons, with indignant warmth, from 
those aspersions; but, it was naturally demanded 
by men attentive to the course of events. Why, 
if Mr. Pitt is convinced of the falsity of such im¬ 
putations, did he not associate his former principal 
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to the new cabinet, when he himself became first 
minister in the following month of December? 
I confess that this fact appeared to me, for a long 
time, difficult of solution or of explanation, except 
by supposing that Pitt had discovered reasons for 
believing the charges to be true, which he had an¬ 
tecedently reprobated, as destitute of foundation. 
But I am inclined, on more recent information, to 
consider the accusations as altogether calumnious. 
The elevation of Lord Shelburne from the rank 
of an English baron, to which dignity his father 
had been raised by George the Second in 1760, 
to that of a marquis, thus overleaping two grada¬ 
tions of the British peerage, might be considered 
by hjts former political pupil as an ample remune¬ 
ration for having originally brought him forward 
into administration. The title of Shelburne, it 
should be remembered, was only an Irish earldom. 
I know, indeed, that the merquisate was under¬ 
stood to have been given, and to have been ac- 
cepted, as a receipt in full for all past demands: 
but that it did not produce any cordial co-opera¬ 
tion or union between the giver and the receiver, 
became fully manifest by Lord Lansdown’s sub¬ 
sequent conduct in parliament. 

December .—As if Pitt had intended to shew 
that the augmentation of,rank conferred on Lord 
Shelburne, was designed to operate as an extin¬ 
guisher on all prospective expectations of emplot/r 
went; the cabinet office of privy seal, which, ever 
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since the Duke of Rutland’s nomination to the 
lord-lieutenancy of Ireland, had been put into 
commission, was now filled up with the name of 
Earl Gower. That nobleman, who had pre¬ 
viously occupied the post of president of the 
council, made way for Lord Camden; facilitating 
probably thereby his own elevation, within little 
more than a year, to the same rank which had 
just been bestowed on Lord Temple, and on 
Lord Shelburne. Early in 1786 he was created 
Marquis of Stafford. His abilities were mode¬ 
rate, but his person and manners had in them 
great dignity. His vast property, when added 
to his alliances of consanguinity, or of marriage, 
with the first ducal families in this country; the 
Rutlands, Bedfords, Dorsets, and Bridgewaters; 
rendered him one of the most considerable sub¬ 
jects in the kingdom. 

At this time, having survived the tempests by 
which the capital and the court had been so long 
agitated, expired Dr. Samuel Johnson: a name 
which cannot be pronounced without veneration! 
I consider him as the most illustrious and uni¬ 
versal man of letters whom I have personally 
known in my time; because I contemplate Burke 
more as an orator than as an author, whatever 
fame he may have acquired by his writings. 
Gibbon’s reputation, however deservedly high, is 
limited to a single branch of composition, and to 
a single work. With Hume and Robertson, I 
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was not acquainted. Adam Smith, Jacob Bryant, 
and Horace Walpole—all of whom I knew—emi¬ 
nent as were their talents, could not, on the whole, 
sustain a competition with Johnson. Those per¬ 
sons, who, like Philip, Earl of Chesterfield, can¬ 
not dispense with elegance of manners, and who 
prefer urbanity before the greatest intellectual 
powers, must necessarily have estimated Johnson 
as “ a respectable hottentot.” Such he frequently 
was when in company. Such I have, myself, 
found him. But, such, likewise, as we know, 
was Swift, whose cynical and morose temper 
often set at defiance all the rules of polished 
society. With Addison, it has always appeared 
to me that Johnson may be more aptly compared, 
than with any other writer of eminence who 
flourished during the course of the eighteenth 
century. Both were moralists, both poets. Both 
have left us their travels; Addison, through 
Italy; Johnson, to the Hebrides. As the former 
composed only one tragedy, “ Catoso the latter 
produced only a single tragic piece, “ Irene.” If, 
as must be allowed, the superiority in that walk 
of composition rests decidedly with Addison; we 
shall probably be led to admit, on the other hand, 
that none of his poetical works, neither “Blen¬ 
heim,” nor the " Letter to the Earl of Halifax,” 
elegant and classic as they are, can be placed in 
competition with the “ Imitations of the Third, 
and of the Tenth, Satires of Juvenal.” “The 
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Rambler,” though not equal to “ The. Spectator,” 
yet cannot be rated very far below it. And, after 
discussing their respective merits as men of 
genius, what shall we say to the labours of John¬ 
son? His Dictionary stands alone, as a monu¬ 
ment of human ability, perseverance, and know¬ 
ledge. We can oppose to it nothing on the part 
of Addison. It is true that he wrote a comedy, 
on which experiment Johnson never ventured: 
but "The Drummer,” though it may serve to 
prove that Addison could woo the comic muse, 
(just as “ The Mourning Bride,” may be cited to 
shew that Congreve could compose a tragedy;) yet 
does not serve greatly to augment the measure of 
his fame. Besides, “ Rasselas” more than counter¬ 
balances it. On the whole, I believe that in 1818, 
the name of Addison may stand highest in gene¬ 
ral estimation: but I am by no means sure of its 
maintaining that pre-eminence; a century hence. 
Notwithstanding his constitutional fear of disso¬ 
lution, Johnson died at last with great serenity 
and resignation; preserving undiminished his fa¬ 
culties, at more than seventy-five; ,a prerogative 
denied by Providence to Swift. He was followed 
to the grave by Burke, who had not omitted to 
visit him during his illness; by Sir Joshua Rey¬ 
nolds, and by many other men of literary emi¬ 
nence. He has no monument erected to him in 
Westminster Abbey; nor did he indeed need 
any sepulchral honours, inscriptions, or panegy- 
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lies: Boswell has transmitted him to the latest 
posterity. The flat stone that covers his remains 
in Poet’s Corner, on which I have lately stood, 
awakens involuntary sentiments of admiration 
end respect. 


1785. 

January. —We are now arrived at a period 
of time, which presents a striking contrast to 
the portion of George the Third’s reign that we 
have hitherto reviewed. From the meeting of 
parliament, towards the close of 1780, down to its 
dissolution in March 1784, the whole interval 
exhibits a scene of fermentation, approaching to 
convulsion. Twice the government had been 
wholly suspended. First, during six weeks sub¬ 
sequent to Lord Shelburne’s resignation in Fe¬ 
bruary 1783; and again, for a considerably longer 
space, while Pitt and the coalition contended for 
power. Five administrations had rapidly sue? 
ceeded each other. Even when Pitt, having finally 
surmounted all opposition, might be said almost 
to dictate his pleasure to the new parliament; 
yet the troubled waves did not instantly subside. 
The great struggle carried on in Westminster, 
which was ultimately decided in Fox’s favour, by 
“ the interposition of female charms,” far more 
than by bis own exertions, or the efforts of his 
friends; had no sooner terminated, than his per¬ 
secution commenced within the walls of the 
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house of commons. Overborne by numbers, he 
could only appeal to the justice of another session, 
and to the operation of time on the minds of his 
opponents. The new “ East India Bill,” which 
followed, gave rise to the most acrimonious dis¬ 
cussions. But, with the prorogation, a calm took 
place; and from the autumn of 1784, down to 
that of 1788, the sterility of political events may 
be said to equal their multiplicity and importance 
during the four preceding years. The court of 
George the Third —if a prince who led a patri¬ 
archal life in the bosom of his family could be said 
properly to have had any court—never furnished 
other than scanty materials; and parliament, sub¬ 
dued by the ability, or captivated by the elo¬ 
quence of Pitt, no longer presented an arena on 
which the two candidates for power triumphed 
in their turn. Fox, supported only by a few 
steady adherents, still maintained indeed an un¬ 
equal conflict; but, till the king’s alarming 
seizure, and temporary privation of intellect in 
October 1788, took place, administration scarcely 
acknowledged any limits to their influence over 
the legislative body. 

25 th January .—A species of compulsory una¬ 
nimity characterized the opening of the session. 
The minister, probably mindful of the severe 
animadversions which had been thrown upon the 
prolixity, as well as on the ambiguity of the 
speech pronounced by his majesty, two years 
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earlier, when the Earl of Shelburne presided in the 
councils of the crown, and when he was himself 
chancellor of the exchequer; seemed on the pre¬ 
sent occasion to have studied brevity, if not per¬ 
spicuity. Lord Surrey nevertheless rising, not 
only demanded an explanation of various obscure 
passages contained in it; but arraigned its gene¬ 
ral composition, as presenting matter of strong 
disapprobation, or rather of alarm ; while Burke 
accused the administration of renewing in their 
persons the “ Tyrii bilingues” of Virgil. No 
division was, however, attempted. Every thing 
bent before the new minister; and such unques¬ 
tionably would have been the spirit manifested by 
the house, if Pitt had limited his demands to mea¬ 
sures of general or of national policy. The junc¬ 
tion of Lord North and Fox, followed at a short 
interval by their “ East India Bill,” had excited 
such universal condemnation, that it became ne¬ 
cessary for Pitt to commit some act by which he 
should diminish his high reputation, before his 
opponents could at all contend with him in par¬ 
liament. During the whole period of time since 
the elevation of the Hanover family to the throne, 
no house of commons, in the lapse of seventy 
years, had been chosen on principles so pure as 
the body of men who met in 1784. Scarcely any 
money was disbursed by the treasury, at least ou 
this 6ide of the Tweed, for the purpose of secur¬ 
ing elections. Enthusiasm and loyalty, or, as Fox 
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pretended, imposture and delusion, rendered al¬ 
most unnecessary such unconstitutional means 
of procuring support. It forms matter of regret, 
that Pitt should have lent himself to acts which 
could be interpreted as vindictive, or allied to the 
spirit of persecution. But, no sooner did he adopt 
those measures, than he instantly found the limit 
of his own ascendancy over the very individuals 
who on almost all other points followed him with 
a sort of implicit submission. 

The scrutiny, granted by the high bailiff of 
Westminster, while he at the same time refused 
to make any return of members, as the precept 
enjoined him to do, formed in itself a violation of 
the constitution. It was besides most oppressive 
towards Fox, who ought to have been seated, 
leaving Sir Cecil Wray to seek redress by peti¬ 
tion. Even Lord Hood seemed to forget his 
own dignity, while thus acquiescing in his exclu¬ 
sion from the house of commons, with a view to 
favour the ministerial purposes. Westminster 
remained wholly unrepresented. Meanwhile the 
scrutiny proceeded, though, of necessity, with a 
slow pace; the expence attending it, which was 
enormous, being supported by the Dukes of De¬ 
vonshire, Portland, and the other great leaders of 
the Whig party; as Fox possessed no funds 
whatsoever, and scarcely could raise money suffi¬ 
cient for his personal subsistence. His creditors 
had even become so numerous or importunate 
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about this time, that his effects and books being 
seized at his lodgings, contiguous to Brookes’s, in 
St. James’s-street, and sold; he was reduced, during 
a few days or weeks, to take refuge at the house 
of a friend, Mr. Moore, in Sackville-street, Picca¬ 
dilly. Dudley Long, who has since assumed the 
name of North, and who represented the borough 
of Grimsby in successive parliaments, enjoyed a 
distinguished place in Fox’s friendship. He was, 
indeed, one of Fox’s most steady adherents, and 
had been destined for the office of a supreme coun¬ 
sellor in Bengal, if the memorable “ East India 
Bill” of 1783 had been carried into effect. Few 
men of his time possessed greater convivial powers, 
enlivened by wit. Fox, whose pecuniary embar¬ 
rassments were universally recognized, being at¬ 
tacked by a severe indisposition, which confined 
him to his apartment^ Dudley Long frequently 
visited him. In the course of conversation, Fox 
alluding to his complaints, remarked that he was 
compelled to observe much regularity in his diet 
and hours; adding, “ I live by rule, like clock¬ 
work.” ** Yes,” replied Dudley, “ I suppose you 
mean that you go tick, tick, tick.” 

1st — 9th February .—Welbore Ellis, the patri¬ 
arch of the opposition, commenced the proceed¬ 
ings relative to the Westminster scrutiny, by 
moving for the attendance of the high bailiff at 
the bar. His examination, followed by . that of 
his two assessors, Mr. Hargrave, and Arthur Mur- 
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phy,—(the latter of whom has attained to higher 
eminence in our time, as a man of letters, than to 
legal distinction in Westminster Hall,)—was ac¬ 
companied by circumstances of great party vio¬ 
lence. Corbett, the high bailiff, assailed by ques¬ 
tions calculated to force from him disclosures 
favourable to Fox, manifested not only reluctance 
in answering, but ingenuity in evading enquiries. 
At the head of the ministerial advocates and 
defenders, stood forward Lord Mulgrave, who 
might be considered as in the high road to a 
British peerage. To that dignity he had indeed 
some pretensions, being descended in the mater¬ 
nal line from the celebrated Lord Hervey, the 
Sporus of Pope; as well as from the Annesleys, 
Earls of Anglesea. After having strenuously 
supported, during successive sessions, the Earl of 
Sandwich, then first lord of the admiralty; he 
had followed Dundas’s example, by joining the 
new administration. While Murphy remained 
under examination, Fox perceiving his dislike to 
give evidence on certain points connected with 
the scrutiny, observed that “ the gentleman seem¬ 
ed unwilling to make a plain answer to a plain 
question.” Lord Mulgrave instantly rising, se¬ 
verely animadverted on Fox’s expression, as not 
only unbecoming, but insulting to Murphy. Far, 
however, from conceding or apologizing, Fox re¬ 
peated it; adding, “ The noble lord may assume, 
if-he pleases, the office of my censor. There is 
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no man in this assembly whose censure I hold in 
less consideration. But he never shall compel me 
to retract a single syllable of my assertion.” 

9 th February .—Ellis having moved for an im¬ 
mediate return of the precept, the debate which 
ensued brought forward to public notice, for the 
first time, one of the most accomplished orators 
and individuals whom we have beheld in our 
day. I mean, Mr. William Windham. He had 
been chosen member for the city of Norwich, at 
the late general election, notwithstanding his well- 
known predilection for Fox, and his slender pa¬ 
trimonial property, which then scarcely exceeded 
twelve hundred pounds a year. His person was 
graceful, elegant, and distinguished ; slender, but 
not meagre. The lineaments of his countenance, 
though they displayed the ravages of the small¬ 
pox, were pleasing, and retained a character of 
animation, blended with spirit and intelligence. 
Over his whole figure, nature had thrown an air 
of mind. His manners corresponded with his 
external appearance; and his conversation dis¬ 
played the treasures of a highly cultivated under¬ 
standing. Ardent in his love of civil liberty, for 
the preservation of which blessing, I believe, he 
would as cheerfully have shed his blood as did 
Hampden or Sidney; it was constitutional free¬ 
dom that he venerated, not a republican and im¬ 
practicable emancipation from limited monarchical 
government. Strongly attached to Fox by pri- 
vol. i. R 
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▼ate friendship, as well as by political ties, he 
nevertheless quitted his leader, when Fox per¬ 
sisted to justify and to panegyrize the sanguinary 
republic of France, in defiance of its enormities 
and excesses. 

To Burke, Windham unquestionably bore some 
analogy; and on his shoulders may be said to 
have descended the mantle of Burke, when he 
finally quitted the bouse of commons. If Wind¬ 
ham fell below him in general or in classic know¬ 
ledge, he might be esteemed Burke’s equal in the 
splendour and variety of his imagery, his com¬ 
mand of language, and his wild but finely sus¬ 
tained flights into the regions of fancy. In suavity 
of disposition, and control over himself, Windham 
was his superior:—for, either from irritability of 
temper, intensity of feeling, strength of prejudices, 
or violence of party spirit, Burke frequently be¬ 
came unmanageable, and exhibited a spectacle 
distressing to his friends. There was in Wind¬ 
ham’s eloquence, an eccentricity and originality 
of phrase peculiarly his own; picturesque, but 
full of energy: as, for instance, when in 1809, 
after the battle of Talavera, Sir Arthur Wellesley 
having been raised by ministers at once to the 
dignity of a viscount, Windham observed upon 
it, that “he disapproved of Sir Arthur’s being thus 
elevated over a whole gradation of the peerage, 
because if he made two more such leaps, the Bed 
Book would not hold him” Windham’s talents. 
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brilliant and various as they were, always however 
appeared to me more adapted to speculative, than 
to practical life; rather fitted for the university, 
than for the cabinet; better calculated to excite 
admiration in the house of commons, than formed, 
by wise counsels and measures, to sustain, or to 
extricate, an embarrassed empire. The ill-fated 
expedition under Sombreuil, sent to perish at 
Quiberon, in 1795; and the unfortunate selection 
of General Whitelocke for the command of the 
troops against Buenos-Ayres, some years later; 
are both to be imputed, eminently, if not exclu¬ 
sively, to Windham. I am of opinion, that if 
Burke had ever been admitted into the cabinet, 
he would have displayed a similar want of judg¬ 
ment. Neither the one nor the other were states¬ 
men, though they abounded in genius, learning, 
fancy, and prodigious powers of declamation. 

Pitt replied on that evening, not to Fox, but 
to Sheridan; whose charges or recriminations, 
pointed with equal wit and severity, forced the 
chancellor of the exchequer to rise in his own 
defence. Windham gave great promise of future 
eminence. Fox, after exhausting every argument 
drawn from the statute law of England, from the 
immemorial practice of parliament, and from ge¬ 
neral reason, applicable to the case, apostrophized 
his adversary in the most animated terms. “ I 
too well perceive,” observed he, “ that the minis¬ 
ter’s object in sustaining the scrutiny, is only to 
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persecute an individual whom he honours by mak¬ 
ing him the victim of private resentment. I have 
always emulated to stand fair with him. It has 
been my pride to fight side by side with him the 
battles of the constitution: little suspecting that 
he would so soon desert his principles, and be¬ 
come the agent of that very secret influence which 
he had so long, and so successfully, laboured to 
overturn. I was always prepared to find in him 
a formidable rival, who in the race of glory would 
leave me far behind: but I believed him incapable 
of descendnig to be my persecutor.” 

“ I protest,” continued Fox, “ when I heard 
that the brightest ornaments of England had 
fallen sacrifices to popular delusion; that Lord 
John Cavendish had lost his seat at York; that 
Mr. Coke and General Conway had been treated 
in a similar manner by their constituents; I re¬ 
gretted having been deprived of the distinction of 
suffering in such society. But, it is obviously 
intended to weary out my friends by expence. 
A sum of thirty thousand pounds a year will be 
swallowed up on the two sides. My own last 
shilling may soon he got at—for I am poor. Yet 
in such a cause I will lay down my last shilling. 
If ultimately I lose my election, it will be for 
want of money, not from want of a legal majo¬ 
rity of votes; while Westminster will be deprived 
of its franchise, because I am unable to prosecute 
a pecuniary contest with the treasury.” These 
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concluding words contained so strong a charge 
against administration, that they could not remain 
without reply. Pitt having already spoken at 
great length, Dundas therefore presented himself 
to the house. After treating as a matter of de¬ 
rision, Fox’s assertion, that he had been selected 
by ministers for an object of oppression, Dundas 
accused him with converting the electors of West¬ 
minster into instruments of systematic faction 
and sedition. Irritated at such an imputation. 
Fox declared it to be a direct falsehood: but his 
adversary, neither disconcerted nor betrayed into 
warmth, contented himself with firmly repeating 
his opinion. 

About five o’clock in the morning, a division 
took place on Lord Mulgrave’s amendment 
to Ellis’s motion; by which the high bailiff, 
though he was not precluded from making a 
'return, yet received indirect encouragement to 
proceed in the scrutiny, accelerating as much as 
possible its progress. It now became evident 
how unpopular a measure the minister had 
adopted:—for, instead of the overwhelming ma¬ 
jorities which throughout the preceding session 
sustained him upon every question, he could 
only cariy the amendment by thirty-nine, though 
above three hundred members voted. Fox, no 
less than his friends, regarding such a division 
as a triumph, already prepared to renew the sub¬ 
ject under another parliamentary form. 
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10th — 18 th February. — Colonel Fitzpatrick 
having presented a second petition from the elec¬ 
tors of Westminster, requesting to be heard by 
counsel at the bar, as they had new facts to state; 
it was opposed by Lord Frederic Campbell. He 
was a son of the beautiful Miss Bellenden, maid 
of honour to the Princess of Wales, afterwards 
Queen Caroline; and whose virtue resisted the 
seduction of George the Second, previous to his 
ascending the throne. Lord Frederic had already 
passed his fiftieth year; but he still retained all 
the graces that he had inherited from his mother. 
His figure united symmetry with elegance; and 
his manners, noble, yet soft; dignified, yet de¬ 
void of any pride or affectation; conciliated all 
who approached him. Devoid of shining talents, 
he nevertheless wanted not either ability or elo¬ 
quence in a certain degree, both which were un¬ 
der the control of reason and of temper. He had 
sate in many parliaments, and was attached to 
the crown, if not to the government, by a lucra¬ 
tive place, the lord registrar of Scotland. 

When about forty years of age, he married the 
Dowager Countess Ferrers, widow of the unfor¬ 
tunate Laurence Shirley, Earl Ferrers, who ex¬ 
piated by a public execution, in 1760, the crime 
of having premeditatedly shot his steward. She 
had, however, been separated from him by act of 
parliament, some years earlier, on account of his 
ill treatment. Sir William Meredith, who made 
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no inconsiderable figure in parliament, in office, 
and in public life, during the first years of the 
present reign, was her brother. Miss Meredith, 
who, when young, possessed great personal at¬ 
tractions, walking with her sisters in the Mall, 
in St. James’s Park, was accosted by a woman 
who demanded charity, offering at the same time 
to tell her fortune. On being repulsed for her im¬ 
portunity by Miss Mary Meredith (of whom I am 
now speaking), the woman, irritated, said to her, 
“ You think yourself very pretty; but you are 
born to marry a man who will be hanged.” Pro¬ 
bably, this story, like other similar predictions, 
was made subsequent to the fact which it pre¬ 
tended to foretell. That a very singular and 
sinister destiny attended her through life, must, 
however, be admitted, when I add that she was 
burned to death in her bed, at Lord Frederic’s 
seat of Coomb Bank, in Kent, together with the 
house itself. This melancholy event took place 
not more than eleven years ago, when she must 
have been about seventy. Her husband survived 
her near nine years, dying in 1816, at above four¬ 
score; still elegant and distinguished even in decay. 

21s/ February .—The question before the house 
being “ that counsel should be heard at the bar, 
for the purpose of stating new facts,” Lord Fre¬ 
deric moved an amendment to Fitzpatrick’s mo¬ 
tion, calculated to restrain “the introduction of 
any extraneous or offensive matter.” A long 
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debate ensued, government carrying the point by 
a majority of fifty-one; 203 sustaining adminis- 
tration, while only 145 supported Fox, The tri¬ 
umph was nevertheless dearly purchased, because 
it took place in contradiction to public opinion. 
During the course of the evening, a proposition 
was made on the part of Sir Cecil Wray, tending, 
as he asserted, to accelerate the termination of the 
scrutiny; but Fox rejected it with contempt. “ I 
believe,” said he, “ Sir Cecil to be himself an 
honest gentleman, though the proposal now con¬ 
veyed in his name is the result of unexampled 
impudence and effrontery.” Erskine and Pigott 
being called in after the division, as counsel, the 
former, in their joint names, informed the Speaker, 
that “ as they could not submit to the restraint 
imposed on them by the recent decision ‘ of the 
house, they requested permission to withdraw 
from the bar.” The high bailiff having, how¬ 
ever, been again examined, the discussion was 
renewed; Fitzpatrick moving that “he should 
be directed to make an immediate return of the 
members chosen for Westminster.” Here Pitt 
may be said to have first found the limits of his 
parliamentary supremacy; for he could only ne¬ 
gative the motion by nine, though above 280 
members voted on the occasion. Such a majority 
was, in fact, defeat. 

Among the individuals who generally support¬ 
ed him, but who spoke as well as voted against 
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him on that night, was Mr. Bankes, one of the re¬ 
presentatives for Corff Castle: a borough of which 
he was known to possess the complete command, 
and to return both the members. He has indeed 
continued so to do for near forty years; and at 
the hour when I am now writing, in April 1818, 
he, together with his son, sit in parliament for 
the same place. Brought up with Pitt at Cam¬ 
bridge, nearly of the same age, and allied by the 
closest friendship, Bankes had received from the 
chancellor of the exchequer the most public, as 
well as flattering proofs of predilection and con¬ 
fidence. To him, in December 1783, Pitt dele¬ 
gated his ministerial functions within the walls 
of the house of commons, during the short, but 
very critical period, that elapsed between his ac¬ 
ceptance of office and his re-election for Apple¬ 
by. Nor did Bankes prove himself incapable of 
so important a trust. His talents compensated 
by their calm solidity, for the want of brilliancy; 
His enunciation, slow, formal, precise, and not 
without some degree of embarrassment, was ne¬ 
vertheless always controlled by judgment, cau¬ 
tion, and good sense. No man displayed more 
rectitude of intention, independence of mind, and 
superiority to every private object of interest, or 
of ambition. These qualities formed indeed the 
impediments to his elevation: for, whoever con¬ 
siders his ample patrimonial fortune, his intimacy 
ivith the minister, and his parliamentary interest. 
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cannot doubt that he must have attained to the 
peerage at an early period of his life, if he had 
not himself obstructed his own entrance into that 
assembly. 

We have beheld a banker transformed into a 
British peer, and placed by Pitt, in 1797, on the 
bench of barons. But he exhibited a very diffe* 
rent degree of personal and political devotion 
from Bankes, whose attachment to his friend was 
always restrained and regulated by high public 
principle. I remember that, on the division of 
the 9th of February, and again on the 21st, after 
the agitation of the scrutiny , Robot Smith was 
one of the tellers on the ministerial side; while 
Bankes voted with Fox. Lord Mulgrave was, 
on one, if not on both occasions, the other teller. 
Smith and Phipps reached the upper house. 
Bankes still remains a commoner. Pitt did not 
possess enlargement or nobility of mind enough 
to forgive him for exercising his parliamentary 
independence, when it came into collision with 
his own favourite measures. Tout ou rien, was 
his maxim; and like the goddess immortalized by 
Pope, he seemed on a day of debate to say to his 
followers, 

“ Here strip my children, here at once leap in, 

And try who best can dash through thick and thin I* 

In making these observations I am only impelled 
by truth: for, I believe, in the course of my whole 
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life I never conversed during five minutes with 
Bankes, whose manners were altogether cold, re¬ 
pulsive, and destitute of amenity. He was not, 
indeed, the only member of the house whom a 
strong sense of justice and rectitude induced, 
though in contradiction to his ordinary line of 
conduct, to oppose by his voice, as well as by his 
vote, the continuance of the scrutiny. Martin, 
member for Tewksbury, whose incorruptible in¬ 
tegrity compensated for the mediocrity of his 
talents, followed Bankes’s example. Such in¬ 
stances of defection eloquently spoke the general 
sense of the country on the treatment expe¬ 
rienced by Fox. 

1 6tk — 24 th February. —The expenditure of 
the public money in Bengal was brought forward 
as matter of crimination against ministers, by 
Francis, at this time. Pitt and Dundas defended 
the measures of the board of control; leaving to 
Major Scott the task of repelling the charges 
preferred against Hastings, for profusion, oppres¬ 
sion, and mal-administration of the revenues. In 
the progress of these investigations, Burke, avail¬ 
ing himself of the ascendancy which his talents 
and eloquence conferred on him, endeavoured to 
silence his adversary, by questioning him relative 
to the nature of his connexion with the governor- 
general. Scott, while he by no means denied that 
he acted as Hastings’s agent,—a quality of which, 
he said, he was proud,—retorted on Burke, whom 
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he accused of being himself virtually a minister 
of the Rajah of Tanjore. “I know as a fact,” 
added Scott, “ that he waited in person on the 
late chairman of the court of directors, on be¬ 
half of the rajah; and his near relative (William 
Burke) avowedly resides at this time as agent in 
the court of Tanjore.” Thus attacked, Burke 
threw over himself, as he always did on similar 
occasions, the shield of denial; accompanied with 
solemn declarations of his own purity, disinterest¬ 
edness, and superiority to every pecuniary consi¬ 
deration. After protesting upon his honour that 
he was not the rajah’s agent, Burke subjoined, 
“ True it is, I have acted with similar feelings 
towards many individuals; blit I never received 
any pecuniary compensation for my exertions. 
During a considerable number of years I was 
agent to the province of New York, and in that 
capacity I have negotiated with his majesty’s 
ministers. I have stood up as the advocate and 
agent of the Nabob of Oude, of the Rajah of 
Benares, and of many other oppressed or plun¬ 
dered princes of Indostaii. But, my sole re¬ 
muneration lies in relieving the distressed, and 
raising the unfortunate.” Notwithstanding this 
affecting appeal to the passions, yet, as William 
Burke resided in the capacity of agent at the 
Rajah of Tanjore’s durbar , transmitting to Ed¬ 
mund Burke intelligence, on which the latter 
spoke and acted; it seems difficult not to consider 
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him as having been connected by dose ties with 
the Gentoo prince in question. 

28 th February . — The subjects agitated rela¬ 
tive to Bengal, and to Tanjore, formed neverthe¬ 
less only preludes to the more important enquiry 
into the private debts of Mahommed Ali, Nabob 
of Arcot. Fox and Francis opened the subject 
to the house, with great ability; but the " At- 
lantean shoulders” of Burke principally sustained 
the ponderous mass, under the weight of which, 
any other mind, memory, and energies than his, 
must have been oppressed or overwhelmed. His 
speech, though of intolerable length, yet displayed 
a body of information respecting the finances of 
the presidency of Madras, as connected with the 
Nabob of Arcot, which, I believe, no other indi¬ 
vidual in either house of parliament ever pos¬ 
sessed. Mahommed Ali, one of the most able 
Asiatic princes who has reigned in our time, 
whose judgment, patience, and address, supported 
him on the musnud during nearly half a century ; 
maintained a perpetual conflict either with the 
insatiable avarice and rapacity, or against the 
more oppressive policy and tyranny, of successive 
governors of Fort St. George. Having, in conse¬ 
quence of their exorbitant demands on his re¬ 
venue, contracted a large debt before the year 
1776; and being treated with severity bordering 
on insult, by Lord Pigot, then governor of Ma¬ 
dras; he determined on appealing from these 
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delegated authorities, to the fountain of political 
power. With that view, in hopes of obtaining 
redress, either from the king, or from the admi¬ 
nistration, as early as the year 1777 he sent to 
England, in quality of his vacqueel or minister, 
Mr. Macpherson, who has since exercised with 
so much integrity and ability the functions of 
governor-general of India after Hastings’s depar¬ 
ture, for which services he was raised to the rank 
of a baronet. On his return to Calcutta, in the 
capacity of a supreme counsellor, in 1781, the 
commission entrusted by the nabob to him was 
transferred to his friend, Mr. James Macpherson, 
the compiler of Ossian’s Poems. In the month 
of August 1788, Mahommed Ali, not only with¬ 
out any solicitation on my part, but without my 
knowledge or consent, named me his minister 
jointly with James Macpherson. The recent 
service which I had rendered to the Carnatic, 
and to the nation at large, by transmitting over¬ 
land the first intelligence of the restoration of 
peace between England and France; which act 
had not been performed by ministers, nor by the 
directors of the East India Company; produced 
my appointment. That information arriving at 
Madras in June 1783, at a most critical period of 
time, the nabob, in consequence of the represent¬ 
ations made to him on the subject, conferred upon 
me the nomination. 

In the autumn of 1784, when the newly con- 
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stituted East India Board took into their consi¬ 
deration the affairs of the Presidency of Fort 
St. George, three distinct loans or debts existed 
in that settlement, all of which had been success¬ 
ively contracted by Mahommed Ali. The two 
first, denominated the Debt of 1767, and the Ca¬ 
valry loan, did not exceed, in the aggregate, the 
sum of six hundred thousand pounds: but the 
third, commonly called the Debt of 1777, amount¬ 
ed to two millions four hundred thousand pounds 
sterling. By its enemies, the terms “ exorbitant, 
usurious, and fraudulent,” were applied to this loan 
on every occasion. Nevertheless, as several years 
had already elapsed since it had been incurred; 
as the shares or bonds forming its security, had 
passed by sale into a variety of hands; and as the 
nabob, who contracted it, not only admitted its 
validity, but had granted tuncaws or assignments 
of various portions of his territorial revenues to 
particular creditors for their payment;—the India 
commissioners having maturely weighed these 
facts, sent out orders to acknowledge the three 
debts as valid engagements. They next proceeded 
to set apart certain portions of his highness’s re¬ 
venues, by regular instalments, for their gradual 
liquidation within a fixed number of years. In 
the execution of these measures, Pitt and Dundas 
were not only actuated, as I believe, by the purest 
motives; but, I consider them to have adopted a 
wise, healing, enlarged, and laudable policy. The 
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settlement would probably have been thrown into 
convulsions similar with those that took place un¬ 
der Lord Pigot in 1776, if orders had been trans¬ 
mitted from England, dedaring the nabob’s debts 
illegal and void. Fox, nevertheless, either pre¬ 
ferring abstract principles of justice before any 
measures of state convenience; or rather, carried 
away by the declamations and violence of Burke, 
whose motives, elevated and upright as they 
might apparently be, were usually tinged in al¬ 
most every act, with human infirmity or enmity;— 
Fox unquestionably viewed these daims through 
a different medium. His “ East India Bill ” had, 
by one of its dauses or provisions, declared them 
unlawful, null, and irrecoverable through any 
legal process, from the nabob. It was therefore 
natural for Fox, when they became subjects of 
parliamentary investigation, to protest against 
their validity; and to reprobate the orders which 
had been transmitted to India, providing for their 
eventual liquidation. 

His speech on the occasion,—for it was Fox 
who began the discussion,—though criminating 
the iiew East India Board, and arraigning their 
late determination in severe terms, yet abstained 
from any personal imputation on their motives. 
But Francis, who seconded Fox’s motion for the 
production of papers elucidatory of the enquiry, 
by no means restrained himself within similar 
limits. Addressing the first minister and the 
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treasurer of the navy individually, he admonish¬ 
ed them that “ their characters were deeply com¬ 
mitted, as rumour loudly asserted that a collusion 
existed between the board of control and the cre¬ 
ditors of the nabob.” Dundas immediately rose, 
and in the progress of a very masterly, but concise 
speech, explained with admirable perspicuity the 
nature of the three classes of debt under exami¬ 
nation ; justifying at the same time the measures 
embraced for their gradual extinction. After thus 
vindicating the general policy and utility of the 
orders sent out to Madras; with that good humour 
which always characterized him, accompanied by 
manliness of mind, he adverted to Francis’s ac¬ 
cusation. “ It is not the first time,” observed 
Dundas, “that my conduct has been misrepre¬ 
sented. With similar truth, it has been asserted 
that I received from an honourable baronet a 
very large sum of money on a particular occasion. 
The fact is just as true as the pretended collusion 
of this day. But, as I slept perfectly serene 
under the former imputation, so, I trust, my 
temper will remain equally unruffled at. the pre¬ 
sent moment.” Sir Thomas Rumbold, to whom 
he alluded, was not only in the house at the time, 
but took a part in the debate, and even spoke in 
favour of Fox’s motion. It was therefore impos¬ 
sible that Dundas could seize an occasion more 
favourable for refuting the calumnious reports 
VOL. i. s 
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circulated respecting him, than the opportunity 
of which he availed himself. 

When he sate down, the discussion being ap¬ 
parently terminated, the house appeared ready to 
divide; but Burke, rising with evident marks of 
strong emotion, delivered an oration which lasted 
near five hours; and which neither Demosthenes 
nor Tully could have exceeded in energy, elo¬ 
quence, or animation. I speak with perfect im¬ 
partiality, as I by no means coincided in opinion 
with Burke, whose prejudices and animosities 
almost always blinded his judgment, or obscured 
his superior intelligence. But, even when he 
most failed in producing conviction, he excited 
not less admiration of bis resplendent talents. It 
would be a vain attempt to convey any adequate 
idea of the mass of knowledge which he displayed 
or submitted an that evening to his audience. 
Every species of information relative to the sub¬ 
ject, that unwearied labour, combined with abi¬ 
lity, could collect, he furnished with a lavish 
hand. Against the Debt of 1777, as originating 
in bribery and usury, he principally exhausted 
his invectives. Against Paul Benfield, who bad 
been a member of the late house of commons, 
and who was supposed to own a very consider¬ 
able proportion of that loan, Burke levelled such 
abuse, as no person in my time (not excepting 
Hastings, or Rumbold, or Sykes, or Middleton, 
or Rodney, or Lord Shelburne,) ever attracted 
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within the walls of either house of parliament. 
From base and venal subservience to Benfield, 
and his agent or representative in that assembly, 
Mr. Richard Atkinson; Burke charged both Pitt 
and Dundas with systematically sacrificing their 
own honour, the interests of the state, and the 
revenues of the Carnatic. " This,” exclaimed he, 
in his beautiful and allegorical language, which 
borrowed its allusions by turns from every source, 
sacred or classic, as they suited his purpose;— 
“ this was the golden cup of abominations! This 
was the enchanted chalice of the fornications of 
usuiy and rapine, which was tendered to ministers 
by the gorgeous Eastern harlot! A chalice which 
so many of the nobles, no less than the people 
of this devoted land, have drained to the very 
dregs! But do ministers suppose that no reckon¬ 
ing is to follow this lewd debauch? that no 
punishment will be demanded for such national 
prostitution? You have the act palpably repre¬ 
sented before your eyes. Atkinson, who kept in 
this capital a public office, where the whole busi¬ 
ness of the late general election was managed, is 
Benfield’s agent. The principal of the grand 
election-monger must of course be indemnified 
for his exertions. The claims of Benfield and his 
crew must be exempted from all enquiry.” 

After thus exhausting his rage on Benfield and 
Atkinson, he descended to arithmetical details, 
proving the share which the former of those in- 
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dividuals was asserted to possess in the Debt of 
1777. “ My best information,” continued Burke, 

“ places it at four hundred thousand pounds. 
This sum, encreased by the scheme of the pre¬ 
sent ministers nearly one-third in magnitude, and 
bearing interest at six per cent, gives to Benfield 
an annuity of thirty-five thousand pounds a year, 
charged on the revenues of the Carnatic.” Hav¬ 
ing next attempted by other calculations, found¬ 
ed on the usurious advantages which Benfield 
might derive, to swell his income to the enor¬ 
mous sum of nearly 150,000/. per annum; Burke 
exclaimed, “ Behold here a specimen of the new 
and immaculate aristocracy created by our mirror 
of financial ministers! This is to constitute the 
support of the crown and constitution against 
the antient, natural interests of Great Britain, the 
grand counterpoise against odious coalitions ! A 
single Benfield outweighs them all! A criminal, 
who ought long since to have fattened with his 
offal the region kites, is by the board of East 
India control virtually invested with the admi¬ 
nistration of a great kingdom, and put in pos¬ 
session of an estate effacing the splendour of all 
the nobility throughout Europe!”—“ If this chain 
of circumstances does not lead the house necessa¬ 
rily to infer, that the minister has paid to Ben- 
field’s avarice the services rendered to his ambi¬ 
tion by Benfield’s connexions; I know not any 
thing short of the confession of one of the two 



BURKE. 


261 


parties which can persuade you of his guilt. But, 
I believe, after such an exposure of facts, no man 
can entertain a doubt of the corrupt collusion 
of ministers with the interest of the delinquents 
in India.” 

Burke, no doubt, supposed that charges and 
imputations of such deep atrocity must instant¬ 
ly call up Pitt or Dundas. But, so absurd, as 
well as unfounded, did the accusations appear, 
and with such ridicule or incredulity did the 
house consider the asserted complicity of the 
chancellor of the exchequer and the East India 
board with Benfield, merely in order to secure 
for the latter an ill-acquired fortune, that the 
treasury bench remained silent. Burke’s violence 
recoiling on himself, a loud cry of Question arose 
from every part of the assembly. Not a word 
was uttered in reply, Pitt disdaining to refute 
allegations which his character sufficiently repel¬ 
led. Even the numbers on the division attested 
how little conviction followed Burke’s declama¬ 
tion, whatever wonder or respect might be ex¬ 
cited by his eloquence. The opposition could 
only command sixty-nine votes, while adminis¬ 
tration was followed by one hundred and sixty- 
four. It was not thus that Pitt divided on the 
question of the Westminster scrutiny! There 
he found his power and his ability unable to pro¬ 
long the contest, or even to secure a majority. 
But Burke, in 1785, however sublime were his 
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endowments, had, by his intemperate abuse of 
them, sunk greatly in general estimation. 

Paul Benfield, who, at more than one period of 
the reign of George the Third, acted a most con¬ 
spicuous part on the great theatre of public life, 
and of parliament, was born at Cheltenham, in or 
about the year 1740, where his father exercised 
the trade of a land-surveyor. He had received 
little aid from education; but, having been sent 
out to Fort St George, at an early time of life, 
in the capacity of an assistant engineer, he soon 
distinguished himself there, by executing some 
public works, which, while they acquired him 
professional reputation, laid the foundation of his 
prodigious fortune. He was subsequently trans¬ 
ferred from the military, to the civil service of the 
East India Company; and he then commenced 
his pecuniary transactions with the Nabob of 
Arcot. His extensive connexions among the 
native bankers, or soucars, enabling him to com¬ 
mand their assistance, he made great advances 
of money to Mahommed Ali, for which he unques¬ 
tionably received very high interest. The expe¬ 
dition undertaken by the Madras government, 
for the reduction of Tanjore in 1773, requiring 
on the part of the nabob ample pecuniary re¬ 
sources, Benfield principally supplied the neces¬ 
sary funds. But, as his highness’s bonds were 
already fallen into discredit, and had sunk to 
nearly half their value, that prince found himself 
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necessitated to make over to Benfield, by way of 
security, the crops or productions of certain dis¬ 
tricts in the Carnatic, or in the kingdom of 
Tanjore. 

Thus far Mr. Benfield seemed to advance un¬ 
der favourable auspices: but, with the arrival of 
Lord Pi got in 1776, as governor of Madras, his 
prospects became overclouded. That nobleman, 
who condemned the expedition against Tanjore, 
and who suspected Benfield of secretly abetting 
the party which opposed his measures; not only 
seised on the territorial assignments made over to 
him by the nabob, but suspended him from the 
company’s service. After Lord Pigot’s impri¬ 
sonment and decease, which speedily followed, 
Benfield still remaining deprived of his rank, 
determined to revisit Europe. This resolution 
he executed, arriving in London about tli£ be* 
gitaning of autiitan 1779. Lord North Wats then' 
deeply plunged into the gulf of the American 
War, while France and Spain occupied the 
British Channel with their combined fleets. The 
king and the first lord of the treasury had be¬ 
come equally unpopular. Parliament drew to¬ 
wards its sixth sessidn, and the opposition anti¬ 
cipated the fall bf administration with a sort of 
certainty. Under these circumstances of minis¬ 
terial and national depression, Benfield, who had 
brought with him a very considerable sum of 
money, which he destined for purposes of per- 
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sonal ambition, easily found means to offer his 
services to the government. His first object 
being to obtain, or to create, a parliamentary in¬ 
terest ; he made such purchases at Cricklade, in 
Wiltshire, as gave him a considerable influence 
in that borough, for which he was returned one of 
the two members, when the new house of com¬ 
mons met in October 1780. With a view to 
render him odious, as well as to throw discredit on 
a ministry reduced to accept such assistance, the 
opposition loudly asserted that he brought seven 
individuals into the house. Burke encreased the 
number to eight. In the course of his eloquent 
but most intemperate speech of the 28th of Fe¬ 
bruary, he exclaimed, “Paul Benfield did not 
disdain,—such was his affection for the rotten 
constitution of England,—to become a wholesale 
upholsterer for this assembly! He made no fewer 
than eight members, (reckoning himself,) in the 
last parliament. What copious streams of pure 
blood must he not have infused into the veins of 
the present T This assertion was, nevertheless, 
altogether exaggerated, as I know that he only 
brought in two friends in 1780, besides himself. 
After the dissolution of 1784, he neither obtained 
a seat, Cricklade having been disfranchised du¬ 
ring the short existence of the Rockingham ad¬ 
ministration ; nor possessed the means of intro¬ 
ducing any person into that assembly. Atkinson, 
though he might be considered as Benfield’s 
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agent, did not owe to Benfield his election, nor 
acted by his impulse in a parliamentary capacity. 

Early in 1781, Mr. Benfield, who had ante¬ 
cedently been restored to his rank in the com¬ 
pany’s civil service, by the exertions of govern¬ 
ment in Leadenhall-street, returned overland to 
Madras. Lord Macartney being nominated to 
the government of that settlement, embarked at 
the same time for the coast of Coromandel; and 
as Benfield had been able to render him some 
pecuniary services, which greatly facilitated his 
departure, it was natural to suppose that they 
might have continued on terms of friendship. 
But Benfield’s temper, disposition, and character, 
exacting, dissatisfied, and ambitious, could not 
easily be made to harmonize with Lord Macart¬ 
ney; who, though a man of unimpeached in¬ 
tegrity, of elevated views, and always attentive to 
the great public interests committed to his care, 
yet wanted amenity of manners, ductility, and 
powers of conciliation. A rupture took place 
between them; and Lord Macartney probably 
dreading the fate which had befallen his prede¬ 
cessor Lord Pigot, who was arrested and confined 
by some of the members of his own council, de¬ 
termined, as a measure of precaution, to remove 
Benfield from the seat of government. For that 
purpose, an order was sent him to repair to Per- 
macoil, a fortified rock not far removed from 
Madras; a detachment of the company’s troops 
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being there stationed, of which garrison Benfield 
was constituted paymaster. He soon afterwards, 
however, obtained permission to retire to Pondi¬ 
cherry ; and on Lord Macartney’s resignation of 
his office in 1785, Benfield, against whom no 
charge whatever had been preferred, was, by or¬ 
ders sent out from England, allowed to return 
to Fort St. George. There he remained during 
two or three years, occupied in realising his large 
fortune; .which, by the regulations adopted re¬ 
specting the Nabob of Arcot’s debts, was placed 
in a secure train of eventual liquidation. Find¬ 
ing, nevertheless, that the prejudices entertained 
respecting him precluded his elevation to any of 
those situations of high trust or dignity in the 
company’s service to which he aspired, he re¬ 
solved finally to leave India. On his second 
return to England in 1790, he either brought 
home with him, or left behind at Madras, secured 
in the Debt of 1777, a sum not falling short of 
Burke’s calculation; I mean, four hundred thou¬ 
sand pounds. 

It might have been expected that Burke, who 
had attacked him with so much virulence, only 
five years earlier, would have renewed the charges 
against him on his re-appearance in this country; 
especially when Benfield again took his seat itt 
parliament, by the assistance of the treasury, as 
member for Malmsbury. But Burke was not 
only then engaged in the prosecution of Has- 
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tings: the French Revolution, which had taken 
place, occupied his whole mind; While it offered 
a more noble, as well as ample subject, for the 
exercise of his faculties. He likewise probably 
anticipated the separation which finally happened 
between himself and Fox, as almost inevitably 
resulting from the different estimates formed by 
them respecting that event. Benfield therefore, 
in order to repair his loss of Crieklade, purchased 
another borough, Shaftsbury; and had he pos¬ 
sessed the moderation, as well as the patience, 
necessary for consolidating a great fortune, he 
might probably (like so many other individuals 
returned from the East, whom it would be invi¬ 
dious to particularize,) have gradually attained to 
honours, if not to employments. But the rest¬ 
lessness of his character, and the insatiable desire 
of augmenting his vast wealth, impelled him, in¬ 
stead of waiting the slow operation of time and 
events, to embark anew on the sea of mercantile 
adventure. Having formed a commercial con¬ 
nexion with a gentleman named Boyd, who, pre¬ 
vious to the French revolution, was established 
at Paris, but who had been driven from that 
capital by the convulsions that followed it, Ben¬ 
field and his new partner opened in London a 
species of banking-house. During the period 
between 1793 and 1796, when Pitt was neces¬ 
sitated to borrow annually large sums, in order to 
maintain the war against Franoe; Benfield and 
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Boyd became the principal contractors for those 
loans, by which they were known to have realized 
great profits. The money-market lay indeed in 
some degree under their control, and they were 
considered as its dictators. 

Meanwhile Benfield, after purchasing Sir Tho¬ 
mas Rumbold’s. fine seat of Wood Hall in the 
county of Hertford, and the splendid mansion 
belonging to the Earl of Thanet in Grosvenor- 
square; bought likewise an estate producing 
nominally nearly thirty thousand pounds a year, 
situate in Demerara or Essequibo, on the conti¬ 
nent of South America. But, at the moment 
when he seemed to be placed on such a stupend¬ 
ous elevation, or as Burke denominated him, to 
have become “the minion of the human race,” 
he touched upon his fall. Benfield and Boyd 
having made large purchases in the public funds, 
at the time of Lord Malmsbury’s mission to Lisle, 
in the sanguine anticipation of his success, and 
that negotiation for peace totally failing, the de¬ 
pression of the stocks occasioned by it shook their 
credit to its foundations. In this emergency, six¬ 
teen capitalists of the city of London came for¬ 
ward voluntarily with a loan of five thousand 
pounds each, in order to support the house. But 
the sum of eighty thousand pounds was found 
wholly inadequate to their wants. Bankruptcy 
ensued, followed by an extent issued on the part 
of the crown against their effects. Benfield im- 
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mediately withdrew to France, in the public funds 
or securities of which country he had invested 
considerable sums, previous to the war. At Paris 
he resided during several years, dragging on a 
miserable existence, unable with safety to revisit 
England, destitute of pecuniary resources, and 
literally wanting all the comforts of life. In that 
state of dereliction he there expired; his funeral 
expences being defrayed by a subscription of the 
English resident in the French metropolis. Such 
was the singular destiny experienced by a man, 
who, whatever obloquy or censure might attach 
to the mode in which he acquired his fortune, 
could only have lost it by consummate imprudence 
and avidity. His history and his end remind us of 
Law, in the annals of France under the regency 
of the Duke of Orleans, during the last century. 
Like Benfield, Law closed his life in obscurity, 
if not in poverty, at Venice, after having per¬ 
formed so distinguished a part on the theatre of 
Europe. I return to the course of public affairs. 

3rd March .—The division which took place in 
the house of commons on the 21st of February, 
when ministers were only able to carry the con¬ 
tinuation of the scrutiny, by so small a majority 
as nine, naturally induced Fox without delay to 
agitate anew that question. Sawbridge having 
moved that “an immediate return should be made 
to the preceptPitt not venturing again directly 
to negative it, proposed that “ the house do im- 
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mediately adjourn.” But even this indirect mode 
of defeating the proposition, he was unable to 
induce the house to adopt. Fox having carried 
the question upon immediate adjournment, against 
the administration, by a majority of thirty-eight, 
Pitt did not think proper to repeat his own dis¬ 
grace, or to hazard a second division. I say, dis¬ 
grace; because, however I may have voted in 
1785,1 now consider the whole business of the 
Westminster scrutiny, as one of the strongest 
acts of ministerial oppression and persecution 
which I have witnessed in my time. It demand¬ 
ed indeed all Pitt’s popularity, supported by the 
influence of government, and aided by the recent 
recollections of Fox’s “ India Bill,” to surmount 
the disadvantageous impressions excited in the 
public mind by the scrutiny. Fox, elated at his 
triumph, instantly moved “ to expunge from the 
journals of the house all the former proceedings 
on the subject.” He desisted nevertheless from 
pushing the motion to a divirion on that evening, 
and a future day was named for the purpose. 
But Corbett, the high bailiff, did not delay more 
than twenty-four hours in making a return of 
Lord Hood and Fox, as members for Westmin¬ 
ster. It would have been more honourable to 
Pitt’s character, as well as to the councils of the 
crown, if this tardy and reluctant act of justice 
had been earlier performed: but the hope of ex¬ 
pelling the opposition leader from a seat so pain- 
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fully eminent, overruled every sentiment of libe¬ 
rality, and even of policy, in the hosoms of ministers. 

Qth March .—The debate which arose on the 
adjourned question, of “ expunging from the 
journals all the past proceedings,” was carried on 
in a very full house, and terminated at a late 
hour. Kenyon and Arden distinguished them¬ 
selves by their defence of administration. Nor 
did Fox want the aid of the har to sustain his 
cause. Scott, who at the hour when I am writ¬ 
ing holds the great seal of England, spoke with 
admirable force against the scrutiny, which he de¬ 
nominated illegal, as well as repugnant to justice 
and to reason. Contrary to their invariable practice 
when addressing the house, while Fox compress¬ 
ed his matter, the chancellor of the exchequer was 
diffuse and laboured: so much did the nature of 
the subject influence their style of oratory! If 
reason and equity had alone decided the question, 
Fox must have carried it. Indeed, so sensible 
were the defenders of the measure that it needed 
adventitious support, and could not stand on its 
own proper merits, as to induce them to call on 
all those individuals who had originally voted for 
the scrutiny, to maintain their own consistency 
by continuing their sanction to its principle. 
“ The object of the motion before us,” exclaimed 
the attorney-general (Arden), “ is to make gentle¬ 
men confess their ignorance, or their corruption. 
And if we concur in it, we ought all to appear 
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next week in Westminster Abbey in white 
sheets, there to do penance for our past trans¬ 
gressions.” Pitt, conscious, no doubt, how weak 
was the ground on which he stood, condescended 
to address his discourse more to the passions than 
to the reason and principles of his audience. He 
reminded them of the contemptuous terms which 
Fox had used towards those, who at the com¬ 
mencement of the session crowded the house,— 
“ men with whose faces nobody was acquainted.” 
And he earnestly adjured them “ not to confide 
in those professions of respect, those meretricious 
blandishments, which the success of one day had 
inspired, to lure them into a dereliction of prin¬ 
ciple, a violation of law, and an unpnerited self- 
condemnation.” 

Fox, thus personally assailed, not only denied 
the charge, but added that “it was false, un¬ 
warranted, and solely calculated for the purpose 
of rounding the minister's periods, with a view of 
captivating the assembly.” A personal altercation 
ensued, which was terminated by the speaker; 
who taking part against Pitt, as the rules of de¬ 
bate compelled him to do, observed that “ no 
member possessed a right of stating words spoken 
in the course of a former discussion, unless they 
had been taken down at the time by the clerk 
at the table.” The chancellor of the exchequer, 
though pronounced disorderly from the authority 
of the chair, yet maintained his original assertion. 
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as Fox did his denial; and the division taking 
place soon afterwards, the opposition could only 
number 137 votes, while administration counted 
242. The victory was undoubtedly great; as, if 
ministers had been left in a minority upon such a 
question, which impugned the legality of their 
whole proceedings throughout the Westminster 
election, they must have sustained a proportion¬ 
ate loss of reputation. But the triumph did not 
extend beyond the threshold of the lobby, pub¬ 
lic opinion being decidedly adverse to the prin¬ 
ciple of the scrutiny. I constituted one of the 
ministerial majority on that night; a circum¬ 
stance which does not, however, in the least alter 
my sentiments respecting the measure itself, when 
viewed dispassionately through the medium of 
time. Only 286 members had been present when 
the continuation of the scrutiny was negatived; 
but 879 attended on the present occasion, when 
the decision involved, if not the duration, at least 
the character of the government. Satisfied with 
putting an end to the scrutiny, and admitting 
Fox to take his seat in the house as member for 
Westminster, many of-the individuals who sup¬ 
ported him on the 3rd of March voted with mi¬ 
nisters on the 9th. They wished to control and 
to restrain, but had no desire to overturn, the 
administration. 

The revolution of a year was now nearly com¬ 
plete since Pitt had attained to the summit of 

VOL. I. T 
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power, though he had not yet accomplished the 
twenty-sixth year of his age. Nor, if we except 
the measure of the Westminster scrutiny , which 
was unquestionably marked with the stamp of 
persecution, had he in any respect incurred public 
censure, or disappointed public expectation. His 
youth, which had afforded to his enemies such 
ample matter of reproach; far from injuring him 
in general estimation, rather operated to throw a 
peculiar grace round his administration. In vain 
did his opponents enlist wit, poetry, and satire in 
their service. Yet we must admit that the por¬ 
trait drawn of him in the “ Rolliad” is not desti¬ 
tute of resemblance. No man who has seen him 
in the house of commons during the early stages 
of his ministerial greatness, when about to mix in 
the discussion, can fail to recognize Pitt, though 
the likeness partakes of caricature, and is tinc¬ 
tured with the enmity of party. I allude to those 
couplets, beginning, 

“ Pert without fire, without experience sage; 

Young, with more art than Shelburne glean’d from age; 
Too proud from pilfer’d greatness to descend, 

Too humble not to call Dundas his friend; 

In solemn dignity and sullen state, 

This new Octavius rises to debate!” 

I never peruse the two concluding lines with¬ 
out having Pitt before my eyes. They were 
peculiarly appropriate in 1784 and 17§5, while he 
might still be considered in the infancy of his 
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political power. When he became confirmed in 
office, he dropped much of the sullenness of his 
manner, substituting more dignity in its place. 
Those persons who have not beheld Pitt before 
the French Revolution,—for that awful convul¬ 
sion, proceeding with gigantic strides, and threat¬ 
ening universal subversion as it advanced, brought 
him down gradually nearer to the level of man¬ 
kind,— cannot easily figure to themselves the 
species of elevation that characterized his deport¬ 
ment. He stood indeed alone, as his father, 
though only secretary of state, had done in the 
two concluding years of George the Second. 
Neither Addington, nor Perceval, ever stood 
alone. They were, it is true, invested with the 
same employments as Pitt; but they never occu¬ 
pied his place, either among their colleagues in 
the cabinet, or with the nation. Yet Perceval 
was the younger son of an Irish earl, a baron of 
England, whose illustrious descent might claim 
the respect derived from remote ancestry. Like 
Pitt, too, he had been bred to the bar, and pos¬ 
sessed very eminent parts. But he wanted the 
name and the recollections which attached to the 
great Earl of Chatham’s son. Nor did Perceval, 
after sustaining a siege of many weeks in the 
house of commons, against Fox, then master of a 
majority within those walls, finish by liberating 
the crown from thraldom, and reducing his op¬ 
ponents to a sort of political annihilation. These 

t 2 
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were Pitt’s resplendent merits, both personal and 
hereditary, which placed him on an eminence 
that no other subject has occupied in my time. 

Among the individuals who in 1785 enjoyed 
Pitt’s private friendship and confidence, Dundas 
held the first rank. Thurlow, however great 
were his endowments, was too intractable, re¬ 
tained too many opinions, principles, or preju¬ 
dices, and sometimes burst through all ministerial 
fetters or obligations with too much violence, to 
be cherished (as the “ Rolliad” says, Pretyman 
was,) in Pitt’s praecordia. He could have easily 
replaced Lord Sydney with a far more able secre¬ 
tary of state. Nor were Lord Carmarthen’s ta¬ 
lents by any means brilliant; and he possessed too 
independent a mind for a man who aspired to the 
cordial friendship of the young minister. The 
marquis had indeed been originally brought for¬ 
ward, not by Pitt, but by Lord Shelburne, who 
named him embassador to the court of Versailles 
early in 1788, soon after the signature of the pre¬ 
liminaries of peace; though the change in admi¬ 
nistration which speedily followed it, prevented 
the accomplishment of his mission. Dundas 
brought to market qualities rarely combined in 
the same individual. Conviviality at table: man¬ 
ners, frank, open, and inspiring confidence: elo¬ 
quence, bold, flowing, energetic, and always at 
command: principles, accommodating, pliant, 
suited to every variation in government, and un- 
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incumbered with modesty or fastidious delicacy. 
He could not only vote, but speak in support 
of measures against which he had declaimed 
and divided in the preceding session. Ambition, 
guided by judgment, enabled him to perceive 
that Pitt could, of all men, most surely and 
speedily open to him the doors of the cabinet, 
and of the house of peers. To those situations 
he steadily looked, and for their attainment he 
considered no sacrifice to be too great. In the 
hours of private conversation, moistened and ex¬ 
hilarated by wine, when the minister gladly un¬ 
bent his mind, Dundas won his way, and obtain¬ 
ed a pre-eminence in his regard. It only termi¬ 
nated with their joint lives; and the minister’s 
last moments were unquestionably accelerated, as 
well as embittered, by the impeachment of his 
friend, followed by its necessary consequences, 
his loss of office, together with his seat in the 
cabinet. 

To Mr. William Grenville I may assign the se¬ 
cond place in Pitt’s favour and friendship, at this 
period of his political career. The ties of consan¬ 
guinity cemented every other motive derived 
from mental endowments. Nature had bestowed 
on him no exterior advantages. His person was 
heavy, and devoid of elegance or grace; his ad¬ 
dress, cold and formal; his manners, destitute of 
suavity. Even his eloquence partook of these 
defects. In debate, he wanted Pitt’s copious 
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pomp of words, his facility and majesty of ex¬ 
pression. The two cousins were equally distin¬ 
guished by correct moral deportment; and the 
authors of the “Rolliad,” who wanted neither 
malevolence nor wit in exposing the defects of 
those whom they selected for attack, were re¬ 
duced to the necessity of levelling their shafts, 
not against Mr. Grenville’s intellectual, but at his 
ponderous physical formation. Even Sheridan, 
whose humour, however elegant and classic, was 
always dramatic, and who borrowed occasionally 
from Aristophanes, or from Lucian, as well as 
from Congreve and Foote, condescended some¬ 
times in debate to use the same weapon.—Jenkin- 
son stood third on Pitt’s list of confidential ad¬ 
herents, though necessity and policy had unques¬ 
tionably a greater share in the selection than 
inclination. Neither consanguinity nor convi¬ 
viality produced the union between them; but 
circumstances, scarcely less powerful in their ope¬ 
ration, attracted them towards each other. Jen- 
kinson, though not eloquent, possessed a species 
of knowledge, without which Pitt could not ad¬ 
vance a step in matters relating to trade, naviga¬ 
tion, manufactures, and all the productions of 
human industry or labour submitted to taxation. 
He was the Mentor and the Palinurus, whenever 
those subjects came before the house. But he 
likewise was supposed still to retain an influence 
behind the curtain. The shadowy, undefined 
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nature of that problematical power, which could 
only be matter of belief or of assertion, and which 
was supposed to have become far less formidable 
since Pitt’s nomination to the offices which he 
held, did not the less secure to Jenkinson univer¬ 
sal consideration.—Lord Camden, already far ad¬ 
vanced in life, though he enjoyed a distinguished 
rank among Pitt’s friends and supporters, was 
rather an object of his veneration, than associated 
to his labours or his pleasures; To the Duke of 
Richmond I should allot the fourth situation 
among the group who surrounded the chancellor 
of the exchequer. He exhibited at this very time 
the strongest proof of his attachment to that 
nobleman, and his high opinion of the duke’s 
military talents, by not only defending his cha¬ 
racter, but by supporting his plans for fortifying 
Portsmouth and Plymouth, when they were dis¬ 
cussed in parliament with much severity. The 
duke had previously been made a member of the 
cabinet. 

Beyond these four or five favoured individuals 
stood another phalanx, drawn up in a triple line. 
Those who composed the first row were selected 
for high birth, at whose head was beheld conspi¬ 
cuous the Marquis of Graham; and near him, on 
the treasury bench, 

-“ The dark brow of solemn Hamilton” 

attracted attention. Nor must we omit Mr. John 
Villiers, second son of the Earl of Clarendon, the 



280 


MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME 


1785. 


“ Nireus” of Pitt’s forces, “ comely with the flaxen 
‘hair.” 

Within five years subsequent to this time, the 
minister, after conferring on him other temporary 
offices about the court, gave him a permanent and 
lucrative sinecure, by making him chief justice 
in. eyre, north of Trent.—Parliamentary talents 
were demanded as a qualification for the second 
•row, and among them Wilberforce might claim 
pre-eminence. The qualities of his mind and 
understanding lay beneath the surface; — for his 
countenance gave no indication of superior intel¬ 
lect. His person was mean, and his features were 
altogether destitute either of fine expression or of 
dignity. But he spoke with great perspicuity, 
as well as fluency, on every subject; and he spoke 
from an eminence, representing, as he did, the 
county of York. Attached to Pitt both from 
principle and from habits of intimacy, he never¬ 
theless preserved all the integrity, rectitude, and 
independence of character, which could meet in a 
member of parliament, sustained by the most cor¬ 
rect morals. Pepper Arden and Lord Mulgrave 
occupied the front rank in this division of the 
ministerial troops. Behind, were seen various in¬ 
dividuals who have filled in our time, and who 
still continue to fill, the highest offices in the 
state. I allude particularly to the names of Ad¬ 
dington, Dudley Ryder, the Earl of Mornington, 
and Lord Apsley; all of whom, though they had 
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not yet risen to speak in the house, were candi¬ 
dates for future employment.—The third and last 
line demanded neither birth nor talents: obedi¬ 
ence, regular attendance, and unlimited devotion, 
sufficed. They constituted a numerous body, 
the 

“ Alcandrumque, Haliumque, Noemonaque, Prytanimque,” 

of the house of commons in 1785. I will not 
enumerate them. Robert Smith, eventually pro¬ 
moted, first to the barons’ bench in Ireland, and 
afterwards to the same rank of the peerage in 
England, by Pitt’s friendship or gratitude, was 
justly esteemed, if not their leader, at least their 
example. 

14ttk March .—Among the most unpopular mem¬ 
bers of administration, might be accounted the 
Duke of Richmond. His enemies accused him 
of domestic parsimony, contrasted with profusion 
of the public money, as master-general of the 
ordnance. His kitchen was said to be the coolest 
apartment in his house, both at Goodwood and 
in Privy Garden. Thus, the “ Rolliad,” apostro¬ 
phizing him, exclaims, 

“ Whether thou go’st, while summer suns prevail, 

T’ enjoy the freshness of thy kitchen’s gale, 

Where, unpolluted by luxurious heat, 

Its large expanse affords a cool retreat.” 

Nor did his present loyalty and attachment to the 
sovereign, against whom he had declaimed in a 
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manner very personal, during the progress of the 
American war, afford less matter for ludicrous 
animadversion. But, more than either, his pas¬ 
sion for fortifications, and the works by which he 
projected to defend our great naval arsenals against 
invasion, excited the vigilant attention of parlia¬ 
ment. The subject was discussed with much 
asperity, when the ordnance estimates came under 
consideration; James Luttrell, surveyor-general 
of that branch of the military department, young¬ 
est of the four sons of Lord Carhampton, opening 
the business. During the contest between Great 
Britain and her colonies, while commanding the 
“ Mediator,” a forty-four gun frigate, Luttrell 
had distinguished himself both by the pen and by 
the sword. Nevertheless, his encomiums on the 
Duke of Richmond’s plans did not produce con¬ 
viction in the minds of his audience. Macbride, 
one of the two representatives for Plymouth, and 
a captain of the royal navy, to whom had been 
entrusted, in 1772, the commission of bringing off 
on board his ship the Queen Matilda of Den¬ 
mark, then detained a prisoner in the Castle of 
Cronsberg;—this officer, a man of blunt manners 
and of rude eloquence, but possessing strong 
sense, and an accurate local knowledge of the tract 
of ground in the vicinity of Plymouth which it 
was proposed to fortify, contradicted the princi¬ 
pal facts alleged by Luttrell. Courtenay, who 
never omitted to avail himself of the aid of wit. 
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as an auxiliary to reason and argument, assailed 
the Duke of Richmond’s projected fortifications, 
with all the force of ridicule. Having observed 
how unfortunately it happened for his country, 
that his grace’s passion for engineering should 
have manifested itself at so advanced a period of 
. life; Courtenay then called on Barr6 to declare, 
whether the engineers convened by the master- 
general of the ordnance to meet at the Tower, for 
the purpose of discussing his estimates, had or 
had not given them any sanction ? “ Has Colonel 
Debbeige in particular,” added he, “ an officer so 
universally esteemed for probity and science, been 
called on to state his opinion respecting these for¬ 
tifications?” 

Barr6, who was not unprepared for this appeal; 
probably indeed acting in concert with Courtenay, 
and with the Marquis of Lansdown; instantly 
presented himself to the Speaker’s notice. His 
aspect, his reputation as a member of the house, 
but, more than either, his personal infirmities, at¬ 
tracted great attention. Long menaced with a 
privation of sight, Barr6 was now become totally 
blind; a circumstance to which he pathetically 
alluded, when he observed with an exclamation 
of deep concern, that “ to his memory alone he 
could henceforward recur for assistance in stating 
or recalling facts.” With even more personal 
acrimony than Courtenay or than Macbride had 
exhibited, he attacked the master-general himself, 
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rather than his plans. After drawing an invidi¬ 
ous comparison between the noblemen who had 
preceded the Duke of Richmond in that great 
office during several years, from Earl Ligonier 
down to Lord Townsend; “ all of whom,” he 
said, “ were men of tried bravery, military know¬ 
ledge, and experiencehe asked, “ Can the pre¬ 
sent master-general state himself to have com¬ 
manded armies, like his predecessors in that em¬ 
ployment, and conducted them to victory ?—It is 
demanded of me,” concluded he, “ whether I 
know Colonel Debbeige? I know him well, know 
his honesty and worth. I am concerned to add 
that I know him to be oppressed.” The officer 
in question, who was one of the six colonel-com¬ 
mandants of the corps of engineers, and whose 
reputation for professional ability stood high, 
having disapproved the duke’s plans, had incurred 
his displeasure. And, as placability was not 
commonly supposed to constitute a prominent 
feature of his grace’s character, it might be feared 
that the colonel, by this conduct, had sacrificed 
his fortune to his principles. The “ Rolliad,” ad¬ 
verting to these well-known facts, thus apostro¬ 
phizes him: 

“ Learn, thoughtless Debbeige, now no more a youth, 

The woes unnumber’d that encompass truth I”— 

“ Oh ! learn on happier terms with him to live, 

Who ne'er knew twice , the weakness to forgive I” 

General Burgoyne having expressed a similar 
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condemnation of the duke’s projects, while not a 
word in their justification or support was uttered 
from any part of the house, Dundas himself re¬ 
maining silent, Pitt felt it indispensable to con¬ 
cede, for the present, to the weight of public 
opinion. Aw'are that he might be left in a mino¬ 
rity, if he persisted in urging the question to a 
division on that night; the minister consented to 
allow the sum already granted, (which amounted 
to fifty thousand pounds, destined for the forti¬ 
fications,) to remain untouched, till parliament 
should have come to an ultimate decision on the 
subject. But, having thus given way respecting 
the principal point, he stood forward to rescue 
his friend from the imputations thrown on his 
military skill. After reverting to Barry’s quaeres 
touching the master-general’s personal services in 
the field, “ Yes,” answered the minister, “ I will 
boldly assert that my noble friend possesses prac¬ 
tical experience, though he never has commanded 
an army, nor led on troops to victory. I am happy 
to declare that he is a member of the cabinet. To 
my good fortune in being closely connected with a 
nobleman of his active virtue, of his recognized abi¬ 
lity and experience in his department; but, above 
all, of his systematic economy in every matter that 
regards the public interest; I attribute much of the 
national favour which has hitherto accompanied 
and honoured my administration.” Relative to 
Debbeige, Pitt wisely observed a total silence. 
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ployment, an m of the American war, termi- 
demanded tbe emancipation of the thirteen co¬ 
know Cv new and unexpected circumstances 
his hr commercial, as well as political, which 
the fr° m ministers mature deliberation, or 

5 ^itene d and patient consideration. Among 

eP \ > none appeared to chum more prompt atten- 
. „ than the state of the convicts sentenced to 
the punishment of transportation; who, from the 
inability of conveying them across the Atlantic 
to their antient destinations, had accumulated in 
the jails of the kingdom, to the number of several 
thousands. The cabinet seemed irresolute in de¬ 
ciding to what quarter of the globe they should 
be sent; and an island in the river Gambia, on 
the western coast of Africa, was at length selected 
for the purpose. Burke, whose active philan¬ 
thropy, stimulated by enmity towards ministers, 
rendered him vigilant to discover abuses, and 
eager to expose them; rising in his place, de¬ 
manded “ what was to be done with those un- 
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-*y wretches sentenced by the law to undergo 
ortation?” “ I trust,” continued he, “Gam- 
t the place intended for their reception; 
of which it may be truly asserted, that 
f e dies, and all death lives' The gates 
ere open night and day, to receive 
from hence. It may be denomi- 
capital seat of pestilence, plague, and 
-uie. But, deprivation of life was not in the 
contemplation of the judges who passed sentence 
on them. This fact loudly calls for the attention 
of the legislature.” Not discouraged by the in¬ 
efficacy of his first appeal to the house, he re¬ 
newed the application soon after the termination 
of the Easter recess. Pitt endeavouring to elude 
his enquiries, and having treated him with some 
severity of animadversion, for introducing a sub¬ 
ject foreign to the business of the day; Burke, 
unintimidated by the interference of the Speaker, 
who endeavoured to silence him as disorderly, 
retorted on the minister with extraordinary force 
of language. 

“ Seventy-five of these unfortunate men,” ex¬ 
claimed he, “ I understand, are now on board a 
vessel in the Thames, which may sail before to¬ 
morrow’s dawn. The wind will speedily carry 
them beyond the interference of parliament. I 
call upon the chancellor of the exchequer. His 
majesty, by his coronation oath, has sworn to exe¬ 
cute judgment in mercy. He is the trustee of 
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that solemn royal pledge. The jails are crowded 
far beyond all former precedent. There is a 
house in London which contains at this time pre¬ 
cisely five hundred and fifty-eight. I do not 
mean, the house of commons, though the num¬ 
bers are alike in both ; but, the jail of Newgate. 
Contagious distempers may ensue; and on every 
view of the subject, I again invoke the inter¬ 
position of parliament!” This eloquent and pa¬ 
thetic appeal, though it failed to produce an im¬ 
mediate effect, and was not followed up by any 
specific motion , yet did- not the less operate to 
redress the evil. The cabinet, compelled to aban¬ 
don the pestilential banks of the Gambia, in the 
course of the subsequent year made choice of a 
portion of the earth better calculated for every 
object of policy and punishment, without losing 
sight of humanity. I allude to the settlement of 
Botany Bay, situate in the other hemisphere, in a 
happy latitude, on the eastern coast of New Hol¬ 
land. There, probably, in the course of two or 
three centuries, may arise, along the shores of the 
Pacific and Indian oceans, a vast empire, and a 
civilized, yet martial people; who, after subject¬ 
ing the immense archipelago scattered by nature 
at the extremity of Asia, from New Guinea quite 
to Japan, will perhaps contest for the naval supre¬ 
macy of the Pacific itself, with their countrymen 
established on the western shores of America. 
Such are the modes by which Providence diffuses 
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moral, as well as religious light, over the dark and 
savage portions of the planet; transferring know¬ 
ledge, civilization, liberty, and science, success¬ 
ively from one extremity of the earth to the 
other, in the lapse of revolving ages. Who can 
say that before the year 2500 from Christ, Eu¬ 
rope, and peculiarly the western nations of this 
favoured quarter of the globe, now so illuminated, 
may not sink into the condition of Egypt, of the 
lesser Asia, and of Greece; — countries to which 
we fondly turn our eyes, as the cradles of art, of 
poetry, and of history! May not England fall to 
the level of that spot, which has been so beauti¬ 
fully denominated, 

“ Land of lost gods, and godlike men I ” 

while Van Diemen’s Land, or California, (in whose 
vicinity. Swift, hardly more than a century ago, 
placed his Lilliput and his Brobdingnag, as if out 
of the reach of geographical pursuit,) may enjoy 
freedom, arts, and letters! 

11 th April .—The state of the public revenue, 
after the termination of an expensive and dis¬ 
graceful contest, in the progress of which we had 
suffered so great a defalcation of territory, neces¬ 
sarily engrossed universal attention. Pitt having 
stated, in a manner equally luminous and concise, 
the produce of the existing taxes; which he de¬ 
monstrated to exhibit an encrease, during the last 
year, of at least a million and a half sterling; con¬ 
cluded by announcing his confident hope of esta- 
vol. i. u 
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blishing a sinking fund, in the course of the en¬ 
suing session. That fund, arising out of the over¬ 
plus of the revenue, he 'estimated at a million 
sterling. Fox instantly rose, and while he cau¬ 
tioned the house against too sanguine a reliance 
on financial calculations, which futurity might 
not realize, he expressed the most zealous co-ope¬ 
ration in every measure for supporting the na¬ 
tional credit. “ I thank God,” said he, “ whatever 
difference of opinion may take place on other 
points, all parties are agreed in this respect! _ I 
trust, however, that the fund destined for so sa¬ 
lutary a purpose will be made as ample as pos¬ 
sible. One million a year appears to me too small 
a sum for producing extensive benefit, when we 
calculate the chances against the duration of 
peace.” Lord Mahon, on the contrary, maintained 
that if any fault could be imputed to his friend’s 
plan, it lay in creating so large a fund for the 
redemption of the public debt. But the minister, 
far from yielding his assent to this last propo¬ 
sition, though coming from a quarter for which 
he professed much respect, avowed that he 
felt a difficulty in resisting the temptation to 
apply even a greater sum than one million to the 
object in question, if it could be obtained with¬ 
out too severely augmenting the public burthens. 
Yet when pressed by Dempster, in the course of 
the discussion, to commence immediately so bene¬ 
ficial an operation of finance, and not delay it to 
another session ; he replied, that “ he conceived it 
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more wise, as well as safe, to postpone it for one 
year, as time would enable him to ascertain whe- 
ther the favourable expectations which he enter¬ 
tained of an encrease in the revenue should be 
justified by futurity.” Having thus prepared the 
nation, as well as parliament, for the adoption of 
so salutary a measure, he deferred its completion 
to the spring of 1786. 

\%th April. — These financial regulations were 
followed by Pitt’s third and last attempt to reform 
the representation in the house of commons. It 
was a day of much expectation, and produced a 
very full attendance, all being anxious to witness 
the extraordinary spectacle of the first minister 
moving such a proposition. Pitt performed it 
with his accustomed ability, set off by the attrac¬ 
tions of a most seductive eloquence; observing, 
that “ though he had twice failed in his preceding 
endeavours, yet he was encouraged to renew the 
experiment in consequence of two favourable cir¬ 
cumstances.” “ The reform that I now propose,” 
continued he, “coincides with the ideas of the 
best, as well as of the most moderate men; and 
the present assembly being newly elected, has 
not, like the last, put a negative on it.” He then 
developed in the most lucid manner, his plan, the 
basis of which was, to purchase the franchises of 
thirty-six boroughs, so decayed, or so venal, as to 
be no longer worthy of sending representatives 
to parliament, and to transfer their right of elec- 
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tion to the counties. This great change, by which 
seventy-two members would be taken from an 
unsound part of the legislative body, and thrown 
into the more independent or upright portion of 
the house, it must be owned, was highly attrac¬ 
tive in theory. The motion with which he con¬ 
cluded, for leave to bring in a bill to amend 
the representation of the people of England in 
parliament, was strenuously supported by the two 
members for the county of York; Duncombe 
seconding it, and Wilberforce maintaining it by 
plausible, if not solid arguments. 

Powis, who rose at an early period of the de¬ 
bate, combined great powers of elocution with 
judgment and principle. His speech, brilliant, 
animated, and convincing, was not unaccompa¬ 
nied with wit, but under the control of reason. 
All the specious axioms of the chancellor of the 
exchequer, from which he deduced his asserted 
amelioration of the constitution, Powis attacked 
in succession. With peculiar propriety he re¬ 
minded Pitt that it was not a county member, 
or the representative of some opulent city, who, 
only a few years preceding, had in that assembly 
moved, “ That this house is bound to listen to 
the petitions of the people.” “No,” exclaimed 
he, “ that motion , which would have done honour 
to the representative of the first county in Eng¬ 
land, was made by a person who then sate here 
for Old Sarum, (Lord Camelford,) one of those 
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rotten boroughs destined by the present plan to 
be disfranchised. But, if this principle is to form 
the foundation of the projected reform, how hap¬ 
pens it that the treasury, admiralty, and ord¬ 
nance boroughs, are to be exempted from its ope¬ 
ration ?”—“ Much stress has been laid on the 
corruption of the present times; yet, with what 
decency can the minister assert, in the face of so 
popular an assembly as he now addresses, that 
unless reformed, they do not express the sense of 
the country ? A late administration, it may per¬ 
haps be pretended, was corrupt, and on its ruin 
was raised a government of opinion. A high 
opinion, indeed, we must necessarily entertain 
of ministers, who, as we know, do not cherish or 
employ any individual that has been formerly an 
agent of corruption” This pointed sarcasm, ren¬ 
dered more personal by the presence of Dundas 
and of Jenkinson, who were seated near Pitt, ex¬ 
cited a burst of Hear hims! “ I will not,” con¬ 

cluded Powis, “ treat with any reserve, or respect, 
the motion before the house. Hostile as I regard 
it to the constitution, I will meet it in the teeth, 
and give it my unequivocal negative.” 

Nor was Lord North less able and eloquent on 
that evening, than Powis; but, with his argu¬ 
ments, he mingled, as was his custom,* more ridi¬ 
cule. Having remarked how few petitions had 
been presented to the house in favour of reform, 
the whole number not exceeding eight; “ What,” 
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demanded he, “ are we to infer from this circum¬ 
stance ? Is it apathy in the people ? We were 
taught to believe that all England would with 
one voice support the plan for amending the 
national representation. Well may I exclaim 
with the man in The Rehearsal, 

“ What horrid sound of silence doth assail mine ear!” 

Even Fox, though he supported Pitt’s principle, 
yet resisted its application upon many points. 
While he spoke and voted with the minister, he 
did not the less forcibly point out the incon¬ 
gruities and contradictions which met in Pitt’s 
proposition. “ I cannot perceive,” observed Fox, 
“ any superlative excellence in the present house 
of commons, which can justify a suspension for 
six years, of the operation of the bill before us. 
No very flattering proofs of attention to the 
rights of the people have been exhibited by the 
majority within these walls, in their support of 
the Westminster scrutiny "—“As little do I ap¬ 
prove the means taken to carry into execution 
the principle, in various other respects. Never 
will I agree to admit the compulsory purchase 
from a majority of the electors, of a franchise 
which is the property of the whole body.” Even 
upon the feature of the bill which seemed most 
formed to captivate, namely, an augmentation of 
the number of representatives for counties. Fox 
was not less severe. “ I wholly disapprove,” said 
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he, “ the idea of limiting parliamentary seats to 
men of ample fortunes, or of eminence in their 
professions. The history of this country proves 
that we are not to expect from individuals in 
affluent circumstances, the vigilance, energy, and 
exertion, without which the house of commons 
would lose its greatest force and weight. Human 
nature is too prone to indulgence; and the most 
meritorious public services have always been per¬ 
formed by persons in a condition of life removed 
from opulence.” The truth of these remarks, 
forcibly exemplified in his own person, and in 
that of Pitt, unquestionably made a deep im¬ 
pression. 

The sentiment was not effaced by Dundas, who 
only excited a laugh at his own expence, when, 
rising as Fox concluded, he began with declaring 
that he considered it his duty to state the reasons 
which induced him to support the question; 
while Bankes, whose independent mind revolted 
at every sacrifice of principle to private friend¬ 
ship, or to personal elevation, did not hesitate to 
oppose it. “ I am,” said he, “ a thorough advo¬ 
cate for parliamentary reform, but I do not the 
less reprobate the proposition now before us. 
It carries contradiction on its face: for it sanc¬ 
tions the sale and purchase of that very franchise, 

• which it declares at the same time never ought to 
become an object of traffic.” So sensible was the 
minister to this observation, and to the quarter 
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from which it came, that he immediately rose to 
obviate its effect. He did not, indeed, hesitate to 
avow that it wounded him deeply, “ on account 
of the long and intimate friendship, mingled with 
just veneration, which he nourished for the per¬ 
son who thus attacked his measure.” He even 
admitted the part of the bill in question to con¬ 
stitute a tender feature in its formation, though 
impossible to be erased or omitted when carrying 
the proposed reform into execution. Pitt ad¬ 
dressed his short speech, which terminated the 
debate, exclusively to Bankes; seeming, like 
Julius in the senate house, to exclaim, “ Et tu. 
Brute , fit mi! ” Probably, Bankes lost the peer- 
age by his elevated line of conduct on this, and 
on other occasions; as Cardinal Mazarin observed 
of Mademoiselle de Montpensier, who wished to 
marry Louis the Fourteenth, but who fired the 
cannon of the Bastile upon him, “ Ette a tut son 
mart .” The division, which did not take place 
till near four in the morning, rescued the consti¬ 
tution from Pitt’s experiment. Two hundred 
and forty-eight persons, of whom I was one, ne¬ 
gatived it: one hundred and seventy-four sup¬ 
ported the minister. It was his last attempt to 
ameliorate our form of government. Time, re¬ 
flection, and the awful example held out to man¬ 
kind by France, subsequently restrained his ar¬ 
dour, finally inducing him rather to bear with 
the defects of the British constitution, great as 
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they may be, than to risk its total overthrow. I 
am nevertheless decidedly of opinion, in 1821, 
that a temperate parliamentary reform must, will, 
and ought to be adopted. 

About this time, in the spring of 1785, ap> 
peared those celebrated productions, denomina¬ 
ted the “ Rolliad,” and the “ Probationary Odes.” 
The “ Rolliad ” assumed the shape of criticisms 
on an imaginary poem, and might be termed 
poetico-prosaic; while the “ Odes,” to the number 
of twenty or more, were poetical compositions, 
for the greater part Pindaric. Both abounded 
with classic allusions, and the keenest satire; de¬ 
corated with the graces of verse, borrowing aid 
from the finest writers of antiquity; sparing no 
individuals, however elevated by rank, ability, or 
office; but levelling their shafts principally at 
the sovereign, at Pitt, Dundas, and Jenkinson. 
They obtained a prodigious circulation, from the 
union of taste, malevolence, learning, and wit, 
which illuminated every part of them; having 
passed through two-and-twenty editions in the 
lapse of about twenty-seven years, between 1785 
and 1812. Their reputed author was Mr. Joseph 
Richardson, who, I believe, inhabited one of the 
inns of court, and followed the profession of the 
law. With him were, however, joined various 
other men of talents, who contributed their re¬ 
spective quotas. At their head I should place 
Mr. George Ellis, a man well known in the lite- 
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rary world, as well as in the diplomatic, and 
higher circles of society. But I have reason to 
suppose that General Burgoyne, Fitzpatrick, 
Mr. John Townsend, (now Lord John,) and 
others of Fox’s friends or admirers, not only 
retouched some of the passages: they furnished 
whole odes. I omit Sheridan’s name, because he 
positively denied, in the house of commons, hav¬ 
ing bad any participation in the productions. 
Even now, after the lapse of three-and-thirty 
years, though the far greater number of the indi¬ 
viduals who are lashed or ridiculed in the 
“Rolliad,” and the “Probationary Odes,” have 
passed away; for 1 am one of the few survivors; 
yet they cannot be perused without exciting the 
most animated emotions. 

The present Lord Rolle, then a commoner, and 
one of the two representatives for the county of 
Devon, constituted the heroof the “ Rolliad.” His 
figure was handsome, as far as mere symmetry of 
limbs and regularity of features can deserve that 
epithet: for Nature had denied him all preten¬ 
sion to grace or elegance. Neither was his un¬ 
derstanding apparently more cultivated, than his 
manners were refined. He reminded me always 
of a Devonshire rustic; but he possessed plain 
common sense, a manly mind, and the faculty of 
stating his ideas in a few strong words. Represent¬ 
ing a great maritime county, warmly attached to 
ministers, and looking constantly to the peerage 
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as his reward, he nevertheless preserved the inde¬ 
pendence of his character. Whatever ridicule the 
“ Rolliad ” has affected to throw upon his family, 
by making him descend from Rollo the Norman, 
in the tenth century; his ancestors were men of 
property and consideration in the county of De¬ 
von, at least ever since the reign of Henry the 
Eighth. There had even been a British peerage 
in the line, Mr. Rolle’s uncle, Henry, having been 
raised to the dignity of a baron, by George the 
Second, though the title expired in his own per¬ 
son. His nephew might therefore reasonably 
hope to revive it, by lending a steady support to 
administration; and he eventually obtained his 
object in 1796, after twelve years of hard parlia¬ 
mentary service. Rolle had early rendered him¬ 
self obnoxious to the opposition; first, by the 
severity of bis comments on Fox’s recall of Rod¬ 
ney, in May 1782; and subsequently, by his 
reflections on Burke’s contempt of public opinion, 
in May 1788, when as paymaster, he restored 
Powell and Bembridge to their respective offices, 
after the discovery made of their malversations. 
It is nevertheless probable that these two offences 
would scarcely have procured him the distinction 
of giving his name to the “ Rollaid,” if he had 
not aggravated them afterwards, by throwing out 
some pointed animadversions against Fox, dur¬ 
ing the session of 1784, when Rolle treated with 
contemptuous levity his complaints respecting 
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the violated rights of the electors of Westminster. 
This last attack filling up the measure of his po¬ 
litical transgressions as a member of parliament, 
subjected him to the punishment of being stretch¬ 
ed on the rack of satire. 

20 th April .—Precisely at this period, Pitt mov¬ 
ed the repeal of a tax which he himself had laid 
upon cotton in the preceding year, on account of 
the clamour excited by its operation among the 
manufacturers in the northern counties of the 
kingdom. Fox, while he seconded the motion, 
inveighed with acrimony against the financial 
system of the chancellor of the exchequer; and 
Sheridan brought forward an amendment calcu¬ 
lated to shew that the manufacturers being ag¬ 
grieved by the tax, it was become necessary to 
explain and alter it. He added, “ I passed part 
of last summer in Lancashire, and was an eye-wit¬ 
ness to the exertions made by them to tranquillize 
their numerous workmen, as well as to preserve 
the general tranquillity of the country.” Rolle 
suddenly interposing at this point of the discus¬ 
sion, accused Sheridan with inflaming the public 
mind, and exciting by his speech general alarm 
or discontent. “ I will not assert,” continued he, 
“ who was the person that went down to Lanca¬ 
shire in order to indispose the manufacturers 
against the taxes, and to promote tumult. Nei¬ 
ther will I say who it was that distributed sedi¬ 
tious and inflammatory handbills throughout the 
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country. But, such was the fact; and if I could 
bring the proof home to the party whom I sus¬ 
pect, I would take the proper steps to have his head 
stuck upon Temple Bar” An insinuation so seri¬ 
ous, accompanied with such menaces, could not be 
allowed to pass unnoticed by those against whom 
they were directed. Fox observed, that the empty 
threat of sticking heads upon Temple Bar merit¬ 
ed no reply, as he believed there did not exist 
any law which made the distribution of handbills 
a capital offence. “ I am ignorant, however,” 
added he, “ of the fact itself, and I presume the 
honourable gentleman is too much a man of ho¬ 
nour to make an assertion which he knows be 
cannot prove.” 

Sheridan rising in his turn, vindicated himself 
from the charge of pronouncing inflammatory 
speeches. “ With regard to the handbills,” said 
he, “ I really know nothing respecting them; 
but I can easily conjecture the reason of the sore¬ 
ness expressed on the article of publications. 
Compositions less prosaic, though more popular, I - 
believe, have produced that irritability. I am 
aware that he may suspect me to have been the 
author of those productions, or at least to have 
had some connexion with them. I do assure him, 
however, upon my honour, that I never saw one 
line of them till they met my eye in the news¬ 
paper.” The allusion to the “ Bolliad,” which 
was then in universal circulation, excited general 
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laughter; and Rolle, incensed to the highest de¬ 
gree, notwithstanding Sheridan’s denial, started 
up, exclaiming, “ I hold the author of those 
works, let him be whom he may, as well as the 
works themselves, in sovereign contempt; but, 
as the cap jits the two gentlemen, they are welcome to 
wear it. With respect to the law prohibiting 
seditious handbills and their circulation, if no 
such act exists, there ought to be one enacted; 
and if I knew the person who has committed the 
offence, I would take the proper measures for 
bringing him to punishment.” However pointed 
was this language, it had not hitherto discom¬ 
posed a muscle of Sheridan’s countenance, which 
rarely, indeed, manifested any symptom of anger 
or irritation. Assuming nevertheless a serious 
air, “ While,” observed he, “ the gentleman shoots 
his bolts at random, I shall take no notice of 
them; but if he charges me with having any 
concern in circulating seditious handbills, I shall 
reply to him, both here and elsewhere, in very 
plain and very coarse terms.” The conversation 
now terminated, Rolle remaining silent, and hav¬ 
ing only exposed himself needlessly by his inter¬ 
ference, as the chancellor of the exchequer did 
not come forward, either to justify his insinua¬ 
tion, or to cover his retreat. 

May .—Great mutual asperity and personalities 
between Pitt and Fox characterized the whole 
session. There never perhaps existed a man in 
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whose bosom the passions of jealousy, envy, or 
resentment, found less place than in Fox’s, how¬ 
ever vehement he might be when declaiming in 
the house of commons. Nor did Pitt possess less 
elevation of mind; but he wanted his antagonist’s 
placability and prompt oblivion of political ani¬ 
mosities. Pitt’s principles were less pliant and 
accommodating; his manners more retired, and 
destitute of warmth ; his temper was more irrita¬ 
ble, and his expressions were more eloquently 
offensive. We must likewise consider that Fox, 
at thirty-six, beheld himself, in consequence of 
his own want of prudence and moderation, ex¬ 
pelled from employment, necessitous, and sur¬ 
rounded with difficulties. Pitt, on the contrary, 
at only twenty-six, stood on the very pinnacle of 
royal and popular favour, invested with power, 
and sustained by official emoluments. It de¬ 
manded, therefore, far more philosophy in the 
chief of opposition, than in the minister, to prac¬ 
tise the advice of Horace to Dellius. 

9 th and 10 th May .—In the irritated state of 
their feelings, scarcely any discussion arose which 
did not produce demonstrations of reciprocal ani¬ 
mosity. Among the taxes which, in opening his 
budget, Pitt proposed to the house, was one to 
be raised on maid-servants, amounting to half-a- 
crown annually on each individual where only a 
single female was retained. Fox objected to it; 
adding, “ I am not impelled to oppose this tax 
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from any motives of a factious, or party descrip¬ 
tion ; for I had no participation in the measures 
which have rendered necessary such heavy bur¬ 
thens.” The remark gave rise to an acrimonious 
conversation, in the course of which the chancel¬ 
lor of the exchequer made some very invidious 
reflections on the coalition between Lord North 
and Fox. That nobleman was not present; but 
Jenkinson being seated near Pitt on the treasury 
bench, Sheridan observed that “his friend had 
indeed formed a coalition with the noble lord, 
which union he avowed, and was ready to de¬ 
fend ; whereas the minister had formed a coali¬ 
tion, of which he took every occasion to convince 
the house he was ashamed.” Jenkinson, thus 
designated, stood up, and after stating that he 
could not avoid taking notice of allusions which 
were evidently levelled at himself, added, “ I by 
no means wish to deny that I supported many of 
Lord North’s measures, during his administra¬ 
tion ; but, in the office which I filled as secre¬ 
tary at war, I was not responsible for the minis¬ 
terial plans sent me from the treasury.” Having 
vindicated himself on this point, by shewing that 
he only performed a subordinate part during the 
American contest, he next adverted to the tax 
on female servants, which formed the subject of 
debate. With a degree of humour which I never 
knew him display on any other occasion, “I 
apprehend,” said he, “ that this Maid's Tragedy is 



COURTENAY. 


305 


only played off as a performance calculated to 
expose the minister, rather than as a serious 
ground of complaint against the proposed tax, 
which is imposed with so light a hand, that no 
person can justly term it a grievance.” 

Courtenay, nevertheless, unwilling to let pass 
so fair an opportunity of attacking Pitt, and set- 
ting at defiance all ordinary rules of parliamen¬ 
tary decorum, presented himself to the Speaker’s 
notice. Having first exhorted the chancellor of 
the exchequer to take warning by the fate of 
Orpheus, who fell a victim to his want of indul¬ 
gence towards the other sex; he observed that 
the measure was directed against a commodity 
at which no other minister had ever ventured 
publicly to point. Adverting next to the memo¬ 
rable history of Wat Tyler’s rebellion, “Then,” 
said he, “ for the first time in modem ages, was 
started the idea of taxing female commodities. 
But, it being alledged that the object of taxation 
was not yet arrived at sufficient maturity to 
become liable to such an operation of finance, an 
exciseman was dispatched to examine into the 
affair. He having previously consulted the then 
master of the rolls, that law-officer gave it as his 
decided opinion, that such a scrutiny was legal. It 
produced, however, as we know, a violent insur¬ 
rection, which could not be suppressed without 
much bloodshed.” The allusion to Kenyon and 
the Westminster scrutiny was followed by a sar- 
vol. i. x 
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casm levelled at Jenkinson, who had recently 
stopped up a number of windows in his country- 
house of Addiscombe Place, near Croydon, on 
account of the heavy additional duty laid on them 
by Pitt, in the preceding session. 

“With respect,” continued Courtenay, “to the 
opinion delivered from the treasury bench, that 
the tax on maid-servants is so light as not to be 
worthy of evasion, or to merit the name of a 
grievance; I can assure the house, that indivi¬ 
duals, however exalted may be their rank, or 
however affluent their fortune, notwithstanding 
they enjoy sir or seven sinecure pensions, yet have not 
the less thought proper to block up most of their win¬ 
dows, in order to evade the commutation tax?—“ Ire¬ 
land,” concluded he, “is a country to which, in 
common with the chancellor of the exchequer, I 
feel much attachment; and 1 can answer for it, 
that the present measure is not an Irish proposition. 
No act of administration, on the contrary, can ren¬ 
der him more unpopular in the sister kingdom, 
than taxing such a commodity; and on these 
grounds I make no question of being supported 
by every Irish member.” I have given the sa¬ 
lient points of Courtenay’s speech, which I heard 
him pronounce, because its personalities, when 
added to its indecorum, may convey some idea of 
the nature, language, and limits of debate in 1785. 
Such violations of decency, however highly sea¬ 
soned they might be with Attic wit, and enriched 



COMMERCIAL UNION WITH IRELAND. 807 

by classic citations,—for no man better knew than 
Courtenay, how to invoke at will, Horace or 
Juvenal, Pope or Prior,—yet, from the greater 
refinement of the present times, would scarcely be 
tolerated within the walls of the house of com¬ 
mons in 1818. 

But the great feature which characterized the 
session under review, was the attempt made by 
administration to form a commercial union with 
Ireland. It is commonly known in our parlia¬ 
mentary history by the name of “ The Irish Pro¬ 
positions and to them Courtenay made allusion, 
when he asserted that “a tax on servant-maids 
would not by any means be an Irish proposition .” 
Unquestionably, after the political emancipation 
of Ireland from British supremacy, and all legisla¬ 
tive control, which took place in 1782, the wish 
to re-unite the two countries by the chain of 
mutual benefits, and an equal participation of the 
advantages of trade, was worthy of a patriot mi¬ 
nister. But, if the project did honour to its au¬ 
thors, the means by which they intended to re¬ 
alize it did not appear to have received all the 
previous consideration requisite for a subject of 
such magnitude, intricacy, and vast national im¬ 
portance. Pitt, when he undertook so arduous, 
as well as complicated a work, demanding an inti¬ 
mate acquaintance with all the ramifications of 
trade between the two kingdoms, had not, how¬ 
ever, the presumption to trust Solely to his own 

x 2 
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knowledge. On Jenkinson he principally, and 
almost exclusively, relied; only reserving to him¬ 
self the task of explaining the project, and deco¬ 
rating it with all the graces of persuasion. We 
may safely assume that the peerage to which 
Jenkinson was elevated in the succeeding year, 
constituted the remuneration stipulated for his as¬ 
sistance in maturing and supporting this favour¬ 
ite measure of the minister. Mr. Orde, (since 
raised likewise to the British peerage,) then secre¬ 
tary for Ireland, opened it under the form of pro¬ 
positions, in the house of commons of that king¬ 
dom, early in the month of February; and after 
the interval of about a fortnight, they having 
been assented to in the Irish parliament, Pitt regu¬ 
larly introduced the business from the treasury 
bench. The propositions, or articles of commer¬ 
cial union, eleven in number, were read; and the 
great principles on which reposed the system itself, 
received all the illustration which could be de¬ 
rived from eloquence. Far, however, from yield¬ 
ing an immediate assent to the plan, however 
seductive in theory. Lord North, Fox, and Eden, 
while they professed a desire to receive further 
elucidation, and to reserve their final opinion till 
they should be better informed, nevertheless 
started, even in this early stage, many doubts 
respecting the policy and the practicability of the 
measure itself. 

Throughout the months of March and April, 
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various discussions took place relative to it, in 
all of which the impediments to its completion 
seemed to multiply and gain strength. The mi¬ 
nister, Fox observed, had begun in the wrong 
place, by communicating the propositions to the 
Irish parliament before they were laid on the 
table of the English house of commons;—a re¬ 
mark which, I own, appeared to me to be just. 
Very early in March, petitions began to pour in 
against it; first, from Liverpool; next, from Man¬ 
chester ; and about the middle of the month, Mr. 
Stanley, one of the representatives for the county 
of Lancaster, presented a petition transmitted to 
him by his constituents, with eighty thousand 
annexed signatures. Such an opposition, not 
made by individuals within the walls of the 
house, to whom factious motives might have been 
imputed, but originating among the commercial 
and manufacturing classes, might, it was natural 
to suppose, have compelled the administration to 
pause before they pushed forward their plan. 
Every obstacle or remonstrance which arose, ap¬ 
peared nevertheless rather to irritate, than to 
convince, or to arrest, the chancellor of the 
exchequer; who reluctantly, and after consider¬ 
able difficulty, acquiesced in allowing the differ¬ 
ent petitioners to be separately heard by counsel 
at the bar of the house. Nearly twelve weeks un¬ 
avoidably elapsed in these examinations; through¬ 
out the whole of which time, Jenkinson per- 
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formed, if not the first, certainly the second part. 
Nor was it till the month of May was considera¬ 
bly advanced, that Pitt brought forward the pro¬ 
positions, now augmented from eleven to twenty- 
seven, as well as modified and altered upon many 
material points. 

12th May .—Few debates which have ever 
arisen in either house of parliament, can compete 
in importance or in interest with the discussion 
of that memorable evening. The attendance bore 
a proportion to the magnitude of the subject; the 
numbers on the division exceeding, I believe, any 
which had been witnessed within those walls 
since the concluding weeks of Lord North’6 admi¬ 
nistration. Pitt opened the subject with consum¬ 
mate ability; but, as it appeared to me, with the 
oratory of a sophist, or a rhetorician, rather than 
in the temperate and well-matured language of 
a wise statesman. On the contrary. Fox, though, 
in my opinion, too diffuse, (a fault which distin¬ 
guished almost every speech that he made on 
great occasions,) yet exhibited a far more unpre¬ 
judiced, comprehensive, calm, and sound intellect, 
than his adversary. He appealed solely to the 
reason and understanding of his audience: while 
the chancellor of the exchequer, confident of being 
supported by an overwhelming majority, seemed 
to think that he might substitute his own will in 
the place of those commanding motives of state 
policy, which ought alone to have determined his 
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conduct. After exposing under various aspects 
the contradictions, the pertinacity, the injurious 
consequences, and the political errors that met in 
the ministerial plan, Fox reverted to topics of a 
personal nature. Jenkinson formed the object of 
these observations, which laid bare to inspection 
the concealed net-work by which, as Fox asserted, 
the minister was held in dependance on the secret 
adviser of the sovereign. The board of trade, abo¬ 
lished in 1782, having been erected anew with¬ 
in three years after its suppression, under the 
denomination of a “committee of council for 
the superintendance of commerce/’ Jenkinson was 
placed at its head. Fox directed all the severity of 
his animadversions against this appointment, which 
again called out Jenkinson into public and active 
employment under government, after he had re¬ 
mained ever since Lord North’s resignation, with¬ 
out office, in a species of political eclipse. 

These remarks were followed by others, calcu¬ 
lated. to exhibit the minister as a mere puppet, 
controlled by an unseen but superior power. 
“ Until of late,” exclaimed Fox, “ he has affected 
to disclaim any connexion with certain obnoxious 
characters. In a high tone, he disavowed and 
reprobated all friendship with the individual who 
has long been suspected of exercising an unconstitu¬ 
tional influence over the government of this country. 
Such was his language at the time when a mo¬ 
mentary popularity, founded on delusion, placed 
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him, as he conceived, above the degradation of 
such an alliance. The case is now altered. He 
has involved himself by his temerity, his confi¬ 
dence in his own ability, and his presumption, 
in a dilemma relative to Ireland, from which 
he knows not how to extricate himself. Misery 
makes us acquainted with strange companions. Now 
that he begins to feel his weakness and insecu¬ 
rity, his expressions are less inflated, and his 
proud rejection of obnoxious associates is heard 
no more. 

“ Telephus et Peleus, cum pauper et exul uterque, 

Projicit ampullas, et sesquipedalia verba.” 

He is now reduced to invoke assistance on any 
terms, and from any quarter. The Irish proposi¬ 
tions, ill digested, and framed for the surrender 
of every object dear to the people of Great Bri¬ 
tain, have excited universal alarm. He is fallen 
from his elevation. Hence it arises, that the light 
of influence has condescended to shine down upon him 
with unusual lustre. He has been openly comforted 
and caressed.” 

It might have been supposed that a minister 
accustomed to meet, and to repel, every accusa¬ 
tion which the ingenuity of party could fabricate, 
and little disposed to give quarter when misre¬ 
presented or attacked, would have risen to efface 
the impression made by Fox’s speech. I own, I 
anticipated it with a sort of certainty. He never¬ 
theless sate silent. His conduct had been differ- 
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ent on the 12th of January 1784, when, under a 
similar imputation, he instantly denied his know¬ 
ledge of any secret influence. But he was not 
then supported by a majority. Jenkinson indeed 
attempted to answer Fox’s objections to the pro¬ 
positions; but he neither noticed, nor did he re¬ 
sent, nor still less did he deny, the imputation 
of maintaining a secret communication with the 
sovereign. He observed indeed, that personal 
allusions had been made to himself; only adding, 
“No charge can, however, be brought against 
me, except a steady adherence to the party with 
whom I am connected in politics.” The discus¬ 
sion having already been protracted almost till 
five in the morning; and sixteen new resolutions 
having grown out of the original eleven, to the 
probable operation or effect of which the far 
greater part of the members present were neces¬ 
sarily strangers; an immediate adjournment was 
moved by Lord North. A violent cry of Ques¬ 
tion arising from the ministerial benches, Fox 
attempted to arrest their impatience, by repre¬ 
senting, that if they persisted to force a division, 
they must make up their minds to wait several 
hours longer before it took place. “ The ques¬ 
tion,” added he, “ is big with destruction to the 
empire; and I therefore beseech the minister, for 
the honour of this assembly, as he values the 
prosperity of the two countries, as he respects 
his own character, to allow us to pause, and to 
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resume the debate on a future day!” Some mo¬ 
ments of suspense took place, Pitt declining to 
make any reply; when Dtindas rising, observed 
with a smile, that the appearance of the morning 
was pleasing in the highest degree. “ The house,” 
continued he, “ seem to be in good spirits; mid 
there is no impediment to prevent the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman from entertaining us, if he 
thinks proper, with a speech of two or three 
hours. The circumstance is one to which this 
audience is accustomed, and it cannot be doubted 
that they will listen to him with pleasure.” 

A refusal to adjourn, rendered still more irri¬ 
tating by the mode and language in which it was 
conveyed, called Up Rigby, formerly the friend 
and ally of Dundas, though now enlisted under 
the banners of the coalition. He reprobated the 
conduct of ministers on the occasion; but he no 
longer excited the attention with which, during 
Lord North’s administration, he was heard when¬ 
ever he mixed in debate. Lord Surrey and 
others, nevertheless, sustaining Fox’s demand of 
immediate adjournment, and Pitt persisting in 
sullen silence, Powis declared that the state of 
his health would not permit him to remain any 
longer in so crowded a house. He demanded, 
therefore, time, as indispensable for enabling him 
to comprehend and examine the new propositions 
submitted to their consideration. Having asked 
whether many gentlemen present were not in a 
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similar predicament, he added, “ If they are, they 
will not act conscientiously unless they vote with 
me. They must be, on the contrary,' traitors, lost 
to every principle of honour and of honesty, if 
they vote with the minister on a question of such 
national importance, which they acknowledge that 
they do not understand.” Pitt, who dreaded the 
effect of Powis’s appeal, having observed, that, 
“ notwithstanding this ostentatious display of con¬ 
science, honour, and honesty, he believed there 
were many individuals present of as pure inte¬ 
grity, and as. respectable characters, who could 
conscientiously vote with him upon the ques¬ 
tion,” Powis rose a second time. “ It is not my 
intention,” replied he, “ to encroach on the special 
prerogative arrogated by the chancellor of the 
exchequer; the right of using insulting language 
to members of this assembly. As little do I mean 
to invade his peculiar privilege of using sarcastic 
expressions towards all those who differ from him 
in opinion, together with every other personal af¬ 
front suggesting itself to an irritable and inflam¬ 
matory temper. But I will repeat, that those 
persons who do not understand the propositions 
any more than myself, cannot conscientiously vote 
for the question.” 

Fox having likewise depictured the difficulty 
of comprehending a subject so complicated, added, 
“ He must possess an intellect not given to the 
general race of mankind, and infinitely superior 
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to any that I can claim, who pretends, on so 
transient a view of the present measure, to decide 
upon its merits. If, without understanding it, 
he blindly supports it, he is guilty of such a vio¬ 
lation of his duty as no subsequent penitence can 
expiate. He sacrifices the commerce of his coun¬ 
try to the whistling of a name. The minister who 
can stake his official existence on the success of 
the question before us, must be lost to all sense 
of character: while he who servilely acquiesces, 
sinks below the situation of a senator, and dis¬ 
graces the name of an Englishman.” Notwith¬ 
standing these severe denunciations, two members 
had the courage to rise, and to avow that they 
stood precisely in the predicament described; 
namely, of not understanding the propositions, and 
yet being ready to vote them, upon grounds of 
confidence in the administration. The Jirst, who 
is now one of the greatest and wealthiest noble¬ 
men in the kingdom,—an earl, decorated with the 
order of the garter, and distinguished by the 
personal favour of the regent,—was then the eldest 
son of a Yorkshire clergyman, rector of S willing- 
ton in the same county, of very limited fortune, 
though of antient descent; and who had been 
raised to the baronetage, early in the present reign. 
I mean, the late Rev. Sir William Lowther. His 
son, a man of very moderate parts, was one of the 
representatives for the county of Cumberland; a 
distinction which he owed to the protection of 
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the Earl of Lonsdale. By him, to whom Mr. Low- 
ther was distantly related, he was finally adopted; 
Lord Lonsdale never having had any issue by his 
marriage with Lady Mary Stuart, daughter of the 
celebrated Earl of Bute. 

The second person who ventured to make the 
same avowal. Sir Gregory Page Turner, was dis¬ 
tinguished by great eccentricities of deportment; 
such, indeed, as to call into question, on some 
occasions, the sanity of his mind. I confess, ne¬ 
vertheless, that Fox’s and Powis’s severe animad¬ 
versions on the conduct of those individuals, 
who entrusted their political conscience to minis¬ 
terial direction, appeared to me unjust, as applied 
to the subject under debate. Probably, among the 
four hundred and thirty-six members who finally 
divided on the question, not thirty-six were com¬ 
petent to form a sound estimate of the utility, or 
pernicious nature, of the propositions. So vast a 
scope did they embrace, and so difficult was it to 
adopt any well-matured opinion respecting their 
consequences to the two countries. Under such 
circumstances, what other course could a popular 
assembly pursue, than to follow the authority of 
men who during successive months had applied 
their faculties to the object ? I am unable, even 
now, after the lapse of three-and-thirty years, to 
say whether the Irish propositions would, or would 
not, have been productive of benefit to the two 
kingdoms. Yet I incline to think that the Irish 
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nation, though they might have sacrificed their 
independence on particular points of commercial 
regulation or legislation, would have received 
solid compensations of many kinds for any such 
renunciation. But ignorance pervaded equally 
the ministerial and the opposition benches, though 
only two individuals then rose to make the con¬ 
fession. A third member, Humphrey Minchin, one 
of the representatives for Oakhampton, soon after¬ 
wards followed their example. Minchin possessed 
extensive information, was versed in parliamentary 
business, and performed a conspicuous part among 
the opposition leaders. On the 30th of May, he 
moved to adjourn the consideration of the Irish 
propositions for three months. “ Throughout the 
whole progress of this most important measure,” 
said he, “ I have daily attended, and attentively 
listened to every conversation respecting it. But 
I have not hitherto voted once; and the reason is, 

•—I am not ashamed to make the avowal; —it has 
not been in my power to understand the resolutions. 
I am however able to add, that I by no means 
stand alone in this predicament. Many men of 
undoubted abilities, in as well as out of this assembly, 
are in the same situation. Nay, I believe I may 
safely assert that the bulk of the people in both coun¬ 
tries are in a state of equal ignorance relative to the 
true scope, import, and above all, the results to be 
expectedfrom the propositions .” 

Nine-tenths of the house of commons possessed 
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neither leisure, nor ability, nor indination to in¬ 
vestigate so deep a subject, even had more time 
been granted for the purpose. And could it be 
expected that they would nullify their own votes? 
The demand, however specious. Fox well knew, 
was destitute of solidity; calculated rather to 
afford matter for declamation, than for just accu¬ 
sation. Eden, who, upon all questions of com¬ 
merce or manufactures, occupied among the op¬ 
position the same place which Jenkinson filled 
under administration, terminated this long debate. 
Vainly, however, did he adjure the minister to 
postpone, even for a day, the consideration of so 
momentous a subject; though he reminded Pitt 
of the precipitation with which the vote respect¬ 
ing the Westminster scrutiny had been carried, and 
of the disgrace that succeeded. “ At nearly as 
late an hour as we are now debating,” said Eden, 
“ in the triumph of party, was that ill-fated vic¬ 
tory obtained; a measure which, even in the opi¬ 
nion of those who carried it, as well as in the 
estimation of the public, can never be mentioned 
except in terms of shame or of indignation.” The 
treasury bench making no reply, the division im¬ 
mediately took place. It fully equalled the mi¬ 
nisterial expectations; two hundred and eighty- 
one members blindly supporting Pitt, while Fox 
numbered only one hundred and fifty-five, who 
voted for the adjournment. I believe, during 
the whole time that I sate in parliament, I never 
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remained till so late an hour in the house. When 
I passed the Horse Guards in my way home, the 
dock pointed to half-past eight. During the dis¬ 
cussions respecting Wilkes, in the first years of 
the present reign, as I have been assured by old 
members, the debate lasted, on one, if not on 
more than one occasion, till nine in the morning. 

19th May .— The asperity and recrimination 
which characterized the early stages of the Irish 
propositions, by no means diminished in violence 
as that measure advanced towards its completion. 
Burke, after comparing the situation of the British 
government relative to Ireland, with the position 
of England and America in 1774; the mother 
country in both cases attempting, through the 
medium of parliament, to raise a revenue by 
legislative regulations; attacked Pitt in a very 
sensitive part. Observing Jenkinson seated on 
his right hand, “ The chancellor of the exchequer,” 
exclaimed Burke, “ mounted aloft on the shoul¬ 
ders of his right honourable friend, seems to set 
at defiance all argument, and to despise every re¬ 
monstrance. I envy not the statue its pedestal, nor 
the pedestal its statue: one is well adapted to 
the other.” Fox pursuing the simile, “ If,” said 
he, “ following the example of the present minis¬ 
ter, I had sought, when in office, the species of 
support illustrated by the pedestal and the statue, 
I should not on the present day be accused of 
having manifested personal ambition or temerity. 
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during the time that I occupied a share in the 
government. But I seek not for such support. 
My only pedestal is the British constitution.” 
Though Jenkinson remained silent under these 
imputations, with which he was perhaps not 
wholly dissatisfied, yet Dundas did not allow 
them to pass unnoticed. While answering Fox, 
he remarked that the pedestal and the statue which 
Burke’s fancy had formed, must have been found* 
ed in some mistake. “ I conceive,” added Dundas, 
“ he alluded to the pedestal on which the late se¬ 
cretary of state attempted to place himself, and 
to bury under it the constitution of his country. 
We seek only constitutional support. The sup¬ 
port to which he and his friends trust, is not so 
constitutional: but, such as it is, I will not specify it; 
for it is unfit to be mentioned here.” The allusion 
thus made to the Prince of Wales, could not be 
misunderstood. Pitt, nevertheless, conscious that 
such an insinuation did not admit of proof, with 
great ingenuity attempted to give it a more 
general and undefined application. 

“ I rise,” said he, “ to say a few words respect¬ 
ing a subject which, on this evening, has assumed 
a most poetic and picturesque appearance. I mean, 
the happy idea of a statue and a pedestal. After 
having derived so much advantage from it in 
argument, I hope its inventor will allow us to see 
it under a different dress; as it seems highly cal¬ 
culated to gratify another sense, if decorated with 

VOL. i. y 
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proper colouring .”—“ With respect to a constitu - 
tional support of a nature unfit or indelicate to men¬ 
tion in this house , the most constitutional support 
which I can conceive, is the confidence of the 
crown, of parliament, and of the nation. But, 
if a set of men could exist,' who having stormed 
the cabinet, and distributed among themselves 
the several departments of government, should 
form a regular system for degrading their royal 
master to a cypher in the state;—if they should 
then endeavour to secure possession of their 
power by erecting a new and unconstitutional 
executive authority;—I desire to ask whether the 
support which they seek can, with any sort of re¬ 
gard to parliamentary decorum, be mentioned in 
this assembly ?” Having extricated Dundas by so 
dexterous an explanation of his speech, Pitt pro¬ 
ceeded to defend the measure under consideration. 
Nor did the house desert him, as one hundred 
and ninety-five members supported administration 
on the division. Fox could only number ninety. 
But the party, however outvoted in parliament, 
took their full revenge in ridicule, wit, and poetry. 
The statue and the pedestal were exhibited under 
various forms. One of the “ Probationary Odes,” 
published at this time, thus describes Pitt and 
Jenkinson. 

“ Lo ! hand in hand, advance th’ enamour'd pair; 

This, Chatham’s son, and that, the drudge of Bute. 

Proud of their mutual love, 

Like Nisus and Euryalus they move; 
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To glory’s steepest heights together tend, 

Each careless for himself, each anxious for his friend! 

Hail! associate politicians! 

Hail! sublime arithmeticians I 
Hail! vast exhaustless source of Irish propositions /” 

20 th —30 th May .—The session was principally, 
if not solely protracted, by the perilous attempt 
to frame a commercial union between England 
and Ireland. Pitt’s fourth proposition , which stated 
that “ the laws for regulating trade and naviga¬ 
tion should be the same in both countries, and 
binding Ireland to adopt all such regulations as 
Great Britain should enact,” appeared to be sub¬ 
versive of the legislative independence of the 
former kingdom, though many ingenious reasons 
were adduced by ministers to prove the contrary. 
Lord Beauchamp, who took a leading part in the 
debate which arose on this proposition, moved an 
amendment to it. He occupied no mean place in 
the ranks of opposition, and spbke, whenever he 
addressed the house, if not with eloquence, at 
least with knowledge of the subject. His person, 
elegantly formed, rose above the ordinary height; 
and his manners were noble, yet ingratiating. 
Few individuals in either house of parliament 
could feel a deeper interest in maintaining and 
cementing the union of the two countries; he 
being heir to a vast patrimonial property situate 
in Ireland. Like most, or all the members of 
his family, he was accused of loving money ; and 

y 2 
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before he completed his thirty-fourth year, he 
had married two of the richest heiresses of high 
birth to be found in England. The first, who was 
a daughter of Lord Windsor, could boast of few 
personal attractions; but the second, besides the 
gifts of fortune, had received from nature such a de¬ 
gree of beauty as is rarely bestowed upon woman. 
Lady Beauchamp, in 1785, though even then no 
longer in her first youth, possessed extraordinary 
charms. At the present time, in 1818, when she 
numbers over her head nearly sixty winters, she 
is still capable of inspiring passion. That she does 
indeed inspire passion in some sense of the word, 
must be assumed from the empire which she 
maintains at this hour over the regent; — an em¬ 
pire depending, however, from the first moment 
of its origin, more on intellectual and moral en¬ 
dowments, than on corporeal qualities, and repos¬ 
ing principally on admiration or esteem. We 
may reasonably doubt whether Diana de Poitiers, 
Ninon de l’Enclos, or Marion de l’Orme, three 
women who preserved their powers of captivating 
mankind even in the evening of life, could exhi¬ 
bit at her age finer remains of female grace than 
the Marchioness of Hertford retains at the present 
day.—Lord Beauchamp’s amendment could only 
procure thirty-six supporters, while one hundred 
and ninety-four voted with government. But it 
was not till the last days of May, that the resolu¬ 
tions having finally passed the house of commons, 
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the Marquis of Graham carried them up to the 
bar of the peers. 

June .—Among the members who occupied 
throughout the session no inconsiderable portion 
of notice, must be accounted Beaufoy. On all 
subjects connected with commerce, he displayed 
a great variety of information, and his intentions 
were always directed to national benefit. Strong¬ 
ly attached to the administration, he nevertheless 
preserved his independence of character, and might 
be esteemed rather a friend, than a follower, of 
the minister. Few persons appeared so attentive 
to the aids of dress as Beaufoy, who rarely or 
never took his seat except attired with more 
than ordinary care. Indeed, it was commonly 
said, that whenever he intended to speak on any 
question, he prepared his figure for the act, not 
less than his mind; under a conviction that his 
oratory produced a more favourable impression, 
and was assisted by external elegance of appear¬ 
ance. His delivery, measured, grave, and sonor¬ 
ous, was as far removed from the precision of 
Bankes, as from the fluency of Wilberforce. He 
possessed much command of expression,* and even 
dignity of language; but there was in his man¬ 
ner something theatrical, which diminished the 
effect of his eloquence. I have been assured that 
he received lessons of enunciation from old Sheri¬ 
dan, who gavejlectures on the study and practice 
of oratory as a science. 
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Beaufoy manifested on every occasion the most 
deeply-rooted prejudices against Lord North, as 
the conductor of the American war: a circum¬ 
stance which, when added to his predilection for 
Pitt, procured him a distinguished niche in the 
“ Rolliad.” That production thus describes him. 

“ Lo! Beaufoy rises, friend to soft repose, 

Whose gentle accents prompt the house to doze. 

His cadence just a general sleep provokes, 

Almost as quickly as Sir Richard*i jokes. 

Thy slumbers, North, he strives in vain to break; 

When all are sleeping, thou wouldst scarce awake, 

Tho* from his lips severe invectives fell, 

Sharp as the acid he delights to sell/' 

In order that the allusion contained in the last 
line might not be mistaken, the “ Rolliad ” sub¬ 
joins, “ This accomplished orator, although the 
elegance of his diction, and smoothness of his 
manner, partake rather of the properties of oil, is, 
in his commercial capacity, a dealer in vinegar.” 
Sir Richard was designed for Sir Richard Hill, as 
Sir Joseph always signified Sir Joseph Mawbey , 
throughout the “ Rolliad.” 

Nor was this the only mention made of Beau¬ 
foy in the satirical compositions of that period 
which emanated from Fox’s party. In one of 
the “ Political Eclogues,” published towards the 
end of 1786, entitled “ Margaret Nicholson,” he is 
introduced. The eclogue in question, (written as 
a parody on the “ Daphnis” of Virgil, where Me* 
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nalcas and Mopsus contend in alternate verse,) 
presents Wilkes and Jenkinson congratulating 
each other on the king’s recent escape from as¬ 
sassination. Beaufoy was accustomed sometimes 
to entertain the cabinet at his house in Great 
George-street; in allusion to which fact, Jenkin¬ 
son exclaims, 

“ Twice every year, with Beaufoy as we diue, 

Pour’d to the brim—eternal George—be thine 
Two foaming cups of his nectareous juice, 

Which,—new to gods,-—no mortal vines produce.” 

A circumstance which 1 witnessed at this pe¬ 
riod of the session, may serve to shew the thorough 
information possessed by Beaufoy on matters of 
trade, and the enormous frauds which were then 
practised on the revenue. Beaufoy having pre¬ 
sented a petition to the house from the dealers in 
tobacco, praying relief in various matters interest¬ 
ing to themselves, and to the country at large, 
detailed the mode in which tobacco was smuggled 
into the kingdom. “ A vessel laden with that 
article,” said he, “ comes up the Thames to Graves¬ 
end, where a custom-house officer rows on board 
her. As soon as he sets his foot on the deck, he 
walks to the ladder conducting to the captain’s 
cabin, where he writes in chalk. Have you any 
tobacco for me? The captain no sooner peruses 
these words, than, after first erasing them, he re¬ 
plies in the same way, I have. What is your 
price ? The officer, using a similar previous pre- 
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caution, answers. Five guineas a hogshead; to which 
the captain (still taking care not to allow the 
question and the answer to remain at the same 
time, as a testimony against him of this illicit 
correspondence,) simply chalks on the ladder. 
Agreed. The bargain being thus concluded, on 
the ensuing night the ship is got up as far as 
Limehouse, where barges are held ready for con¬ 
veying the tobacco on shore. Before the next 
morning, I am assured that thirty hogsheads are 
frequently landed, and the revenue consequent¬ 
ly defrauded to the amount of two thousand 
pounds.” Beaufoy’s recital much amused the 
house; but Pitt, rising as soon as he had con¬ 
cluded, observed, that “ after such an exposition, 
so interesting to the trade and revenue of the 
country, late as it was in the session,” (I believe 
it happened on the 10th of June,) “ he should 
think it his duty to move for leave to bring in a 
bill for the future regulation of the trade in to¬ 
bacco.” Within a few days subsequent, he carried 
his intention into effect. 

At this time arrived in London, from the banks 
of the Ganges, where he had so long occupied 
the highest place. Governor-general Hastings. 
He will fill too distinguished a place in these 
memoirs not to trace the leading features of his 
character. When he landed in his native coun¬ 
try, he had attained his fifty-second year, after 
having resided during the far greater part of his 
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memorable life either on the coast of Coromandel 
or in Bengal. In his person he was thin, but not 
tall; of a spare habit, very bald, with a coun¬ 
tenance placid and thoughtful, but, when ani¬ 
mated, full of intelligence. Never perhaps did 
any man, who passed the Cape of Good Hope, 
display a mind more elevated above mercenary 
considerations. Placed in a situation where he 
might have amassed immense wealth without ex¬ 
citing censure, he revisited England with only a 
modest competence. Animated by the ambition 
of maintaining, perhaps of extending, the do¬ 
minions of the East India Company, he looked 
down on pecuniary concerns. Mrs. Hastings, 
who was more attentive to that essential article, 
brought home about forty thousand pounds, ac¬ 
quired without her husband’s privity or approval: 
but she had the imprudence to place it in the 
hands of a London merchant, who shortly after¬ 
wards proved bankrupt. The fact, not the loss, 
chagrined Hastings, when the circumstance be¬ 
came known to him. At this hour, in 1818 , he 
subsists, principally or wholly, on the annuity of 
four thousand pounds a year conferred on him by 
the East India Company; driving nearly four 
miles to church on Sundays in a one-horse chair, 
and exhibiting no splendour in his domestic esta¬ 
blishment. When Major Scott quitted Bengal, 
the governor-general presented him a bond for 
ten thousand pounds, intended as a remuneration 
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for the office of his future agent, in England. 
The bond, bearing interest, when reclaimed by 
Scott, was paid; but not.without causing incon¬ 
venience, or, I might say, pecuniary difficulty, to 
Hastings. 

The only individual related to him by consan¬ 
guinity, who came out to Bengal while he re¬ 
mained at the head of the government, was a 
gentleman in the military service of the Company. 
His name was Gardiner. I believe he never at¬ 
tained beyond the rank of a subaltern; and he fell 
in the storming of Fort Gualior by Colonel Pop- 
ham, about the year 1780. Previous to the at¬ 
tack, Gardiner made his will on a drum-head. It 
began thus. “ Whereas I have the honour of be¬ 
ing related to the governor-general; and whereas 
I possess no fortune, have incurred many debts, 
and have besides a mistress with two children; I 
hereby bequeath my debts, my affairs, my girl, 
and my two children, to the protection of Mr. 
Hastings.” The governor-general took the per¬ 
sons thus made over to him under his immediate 
care, paid the demands, and fulfilled the will. He 
displayed a magnanimous mind, as much superior 
to revenge as above the desire of accumulating 
riches. Lacam, a man whom I well knew, and 
who planned the formation of a harbour at Sau- 
gur, not far from the mouth of the Ganges, was 
patronized by Hastings. Conceiving the-project 
to be calculated for public utility, he even lent 
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Lacam a large sum of money for the purpose of 
carrying it into execution. Nevertheless, when, 
in 1774, Clavering, Monson, and Francis arrived 
at Calcutta, Lacam joined them in their hostility 
to Hastings’s measures, regardless of his preced¬ 
ing obligations to the governor-general. The 
gentleman who related this fact to me added, 
“ I pressed him to compel Lacam to repay the 
money, after experiencing such proofs of his in¬ 
gratitude.”—“I cannot,” replied he. “Why?” 
was my answer. “Because,” rejoined he, “La¬ 
cam is my enemy.”—“Yet,” added the person 
who communicated to me the anecdote, “ I be¬ 
lieve, at that time, Hastings was not worth ten 
thousand pounds.” 

In private life, he was playful and gay to a de¬ 
gree hardly conceivable, never carrying his politi¬ 
cal vexations into the bosom of his family. Of a 
temper so buoyant and elastic, that the instant he 
quitted the council board, where he had been 
assailed by every species of opposition, often 
heightened by personal acrimony; oblivious of 
these painful occurrences, he mixed in society 
like a youth on whom care had never intruded. 
How classic was his mind, how philosophic, how 
alive to the elegant images and ideas presented to 
us by antiquity, his imitation of Horace’s 

“ Otium Divos rogat impotenti ” 

may best evince. He composed it on his return 
home to England, while on board the vessel which 
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brought him from Bengal. His allusions to Lord 
Clive, and to Alexander Elliot, the first of whom 
lived “ to hate his envied lot,” while the last pe¬ 
rished prematurely in the Cuttack country, (a 
part of the Coromandel coast then little known,) 
just as his public career commenced;—these two 
exemplifications of the inanity of all human af¬ 
fairs, and of the misfortunes which pursue us 
through life in different shapes, are perhaps finer 
allusions than the Roman poet’s 

“ Abstulit clarum cita mors Achillem; 

Longa Tithonum minuit senectus.” 

The conclusion, addressed to Lord Teignmouth, 
then Mr. Shore, admirably delineates his own 
moderate desires, and objects of noble solicitude. 

“ For me, O Shore, I only claim 
To merit, not to seek for fame, 

The good and just to please: 

A state above the fear of want, 

Domestic love, Heaven’s choicest grant, 

Health, leisure, peace, and ease.” 

This invocation seems to have been ultimately 
realized in his person, after surviving not only 
the impeachment, which met him on setting 
foot in his native country, but likewise the far 
greater number of those distinguished indivi¬ 
duals who originated and conducted the parlia¬ 
mentary prosecution against him. Yet it may 
not be unworthy of remark, as a singular fact, 
that his colleague and opponent Sir Philip Fran- 
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cis, as well as his successor in the government- 
general of India, Sir John Macpherson, are both 
now living, three and thirty years subsequent to 
the events under our consideration. 

I do not mean to defend every political act of 
Hastings, while placed at the head of our affairs 
in Bengal. Still less is it my intention to deny 
that a desire to augment the territories of the 
East India Company may have impelled him, on 
some occasions, to advance beyond the limits of 
a pacific and moderate system of policy. The in¬ 
fraction of the treaty of Poorunder; the severities 
exercised against the inhabitants of Rohilcund; 
the treatment of Cheyt Singh, and of various 
begums or princesses of Indostan;—all these pro¬ 
ceedings, if separately considered, as detached 
from his general administration, furnish matter 
of historical censure and condemnation. But 
even these facts derive some justification from 
the circumstances which produced them, or are 
far overbalanced by the splendid proofs which he 
exhibited of firmness, energy, and resources of 
mind. His situation, from 1775 down to 1782, 
while Lord North was engaged in the American 
war, demanded the greatest exertions. From 
England he could derive only a precarious sup¬ 
port. Around him he beheld hostility, aggra¬ 
vated by treachery or incapacity. It was in the 
beginning of 1778, that, in order to extricate the 
presidency of Bombay, he planned the adventur- 
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ous march from the banks of the Jumnah to 
Surat, across the whole peninsula of India. God¬ 
dard executed this bold, wise, and hazardous 
enterprize, with scarcely seven thousand native 
troops under his command; traversing hostile, 
and almost unexplored portions of that continent, 
for the space of above eight hundred miles, nearly 
at the same period of time when Burgoyne sur¬ 
rendered at Saratoga, and Egerton capitulated at 
Wargaum to a Mbaratta army. Bombay, then 
an insulated settlement, remote from aid, involved 
in an unfortunate and disgraceful contest, which 
had reduced it to the verge of bankruptcy, was 
relieved by Hastings. In 1781 he extended si¬ 
milar protection to Madras, after the memorable 
irruption of Hyder Ally, and the defeat sustained 
by Fletcher and Baillie. How much admiration 
does his conduct at Benares, during the rebellion 
of Gheyt Singh, justly excite! Surrounded by 
enemies, open or concealed; protected only by a 
few companies of sepoys, whom he was unable to 
pay, and without the means of obtaining timely 
support; his courage, calmness, and prudence tri¬ 
umphed over the insurrection. Peace with our 
Asiatic and European foes ultimately took place. 
Public credit was preserved; and when Hastings 
quitted Calcutta, on the 1st of February 1785, 
universal tranquillity reigned throughout our ter¬ 
ritories in the East. 

That a man who had performed services so 



MR, HASTINGS. 


335 


resplendent, should, instead of finding himself 
decorated with honours on revisiting his native 
country, meet an impeachment;—that he should 
be compared by Burke to Verres, and by Cour¬ 
tenay to Cortez; — may at first view produce sur¬ 
prize. But, on closer inspection, the causes of 
such an extraordinary fact become apparent. 
Hastings had excited numerous, as well as power¬ 
ful enemies, while resident in India. At their 
head stood Burke and Fox. The former, though 
he might be impelled by principle to prosecute 
a great public culprit,—for such he appeared to 
Burke, — yet mingled much personal animosity, 
and many prejudices, with his moral disapproba¬ 
tion. Fox stood pledged to Burke’s opinions on 
almost every point respecting India. Both had, 
during successive sessions, made Hastings’s admi¬ 
nistration the perpetual subject of their crimina¬ 
tion. They could not easily therefore recede; and 
Major Scott, the governor-general’s avowed agent, 
with consummate imprudence, incessantly goad¬ 
ed them to bring forward their charges. All the 
friends of Clavering and of Monson joined them. 
A far more implacable and able adversary was 
beheld in the person of Francis; whose accurate 
local information upon all matters which had 
taken place under Hastings’s government ena¬ 
bled him to probe every vulnerable part, and to 
expose every latent error. Such a phalanx, to 
which Sheridan joined Ms transcendent talents 
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and eloquence, was never perhaps drawn out in 
array against any individual. 

Hastings, whose whole life had been' passed in 
Asia, and who very imperfectly knew the ground 
at St. James’s, or in Westminster, ignorantly sup¬ 
posed that his public merits would at least ba¬ 
lance, if not obliterate, any acts of severity, or 
any strong measures to which he might have had 
recourse, for the purpose, not of enriching him¬ 
self, but of replenishing the exhausted treasury of 
Bengal. Other motives of action, besides love of 
justice, moreover animated the chiefs of opposi¬ 
tion in bringing Hastings to the bar of the house 
of peers. They well knew how favourable an 
opinion the king entertained of his services, and 
how graciously he would be received by his sove¬ 
reign. If Pitt refused to concur in the articles of 
impeachment, they would have accused him with 
a base subservience to “ the Bengal squadwith 
protecting delinquents, and obstructing the pro¬ 
gress of a parliamentary prosecution against a cri¬ 
minal of the first magnitude. His concurrence in 
the prosecution might injure him essentially at 
court, and deprive him of many supporters in 
both houses. Nor could Dundas, who, when 
chairman of “ the secret committee” instituted in 
1781, had so affirmatively reprobated various acts 
of the governor-general, now decline to join in 
impeaching him without exposing himself to the 
reproach of inconsistency. 
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The parliamentary history of the present reign 
offered moreover no slight encouragement to Has¬ 
tings’s enemies. Lord Clive, the Albuquerque of 
the eighteenth century, the conqueror and the 
founder of our empire on the Ganges; after his 
return was attacked in the house of commons, 
and narrowly escaped impeachment. Rodney was 
pursued with similar violence. On the 14th of 
May 1781, Burke inveighed against Rodney in 
language of the utmost asperity, for his treatment 
of the inhabitants of St. Eustatius. The suffer¬ 
ings of the Jews settled on that island, were held 
up by Burke to public abhorrence, in terms as 
forcible as the severities exercised by Hastings 
on Cheyt Singh, or on the Princesses of Oude. 
Though defeated by a large majority of nearly 
two to one, yet he declared his determination of 
bringing Rodney to a public account; and was 
only prevented from executing his design by the 
splendid victory obtained over De Grasse, on the 
12th of April 1782. Lord North himself was 
saved by that victory from impeachment. If the 
engagement in question had proved as indecisive 
as Keppel’s action of the 27th of July 1778;— 
and if the combined fleets of France and Spain 
had consequently prosecuted their expedition 
against Jamaica, which island, unprotected by a 
victorious British fleet, could not have made a 
long or an effectual resistance; — Lord North 
would infallibly have been sent to the Tower. 

VOL. i. 


z 



338 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1785. 

The Earl of Sandwich, whom Fox accused of 
treachery, and who was designated by him on the 
23rd of January 1782, as “ the faithful servant 
of the King of France, desirous to perform good 
service to his masters of the house of Bourbon,” 
must have been involved in Lord North’s misfor¬ 
tunes or punishment. So must Lord George 
Germain. I heard Fox and Burke both declare, 
on the 28th of November 1781, that “ he would 
speedily atone for all his crimes on the public 
scaffold, a victim to the just vengeance of an un¬ 
done people.” Burke added, " A day of reckon¬ 
ing will soon arrive. Whenever it comes, I shall 
be ready to impeach the American secretary of 
state.” It may justly be questioned whether 
Jenkinson would not have been impeached, as the 
pretended agent of an unconstitutional influence, 
if affairs had taken a disastrous turn, after Lord 
North’s resignation. Lastly, Lord Melville, in 
1806, was, like Hastings, arraigned at the bar of 
the upper house; and I have been assured, that 
if the Jirst article of his impeachment had been 
divided into two separate charges, instead of being 
put to the vote as one, there would have been a 
majority against him on both. Many peers who 
did not think him guilty of the whole charge col¬ 
lectively, and therefore acquitted him of it, yet 
would have condemned him on one or on the 
other of the allegations. Erskine, who then held 
the great seal, was believed to be well aware of 



BURKE.—THE EARL OF PORTMORE. 339 

this fact; but to have felt no disposition to pu¬ 
nish with severity a native of Scotland, and a 
member of his own profession. Pitt was already 
dead; and the new coalition having got into 
power, their object was accomplished. In 1785, 
things were differently disposed. Only four days 
after Hastings arrived in London, Burke rising 
for the express purpose, gave notice that “ he 
would prosecute the enquiry into the governor- 
general’s administration, and support the charges 
advanced during his absence. The actual session 
being too far elapsed to allow of his bringing for¬ 
ward the business before parliament would rise, 
he must necessarily postpone it till that assembly 
should be again convoked.” 

July .—Early in the month of July died the 
Earl of Portmore, at the advanced age of almost 
eighty-five. He had been very handsome in his 
youth, and being a younger son, was commonly 
known under the reign of George the First by 
the name of “ Beau Colyear.” I have dined in 
company with him when nearly fourscore; and 
even at that late period of life he retained his 
activity of body, with many personal graces, and 
the most polished manners, set off by a green 
riband. Sir David Colyear, his father, who dis¬ 
tinguished himself under William the Third, was 
raised by that prince to the peerage of Scotland. 
His mother, the celebrated Catherine Sedley, mis¬ 
tress of James the Second, had been created by 
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him Countess of Dorchester; but, the patent 
being only for life, the English earldom did not 
descend to her son. I believe there is no instance, 
since the Restoration, of a similar creation. In¬ 
deed, the right of creating a peer or peeress for 
life, (or, as it is denominated in France, a brevet,) 
is not, I apprehend, acknowledged to reside in 
the crown at the present time. Soon after his 
father’s decease. Lord Portmore married, in 1732, 
Juliana, Duchess Dowager of Leeds. They lived 
together above half a century, and she survived 
him more than nine years, dying in 1794, at 
ninety. When young, she had been a friend of 
the celebrated Lady Vane; and is mentioned in 
the memoirs of that extraordinary woman, pub¬ 
lished by Smollett, in his novel of “ Peregrine 
Pickle.” The Duchess of Leeds exhibited in my 
time a melancholy example of human decrepi¬ 
tude ; frightful in her person, wholly deprived of 
one eye, superannuated, and sinking under infir¬ 
mities. She outlived her first husband. Peregrine, 
Duke of Leeds, more than sixty-three years; he 
having died in May 1731. Her jointure amount¬ 
ed to three thousand pounds per annum; and she 
consequently drew from the Leeds estate the in¬ 
credible sum of one hundred and ninety thousand 
pounds during her widowhood. Lord Portmore’s 
patrimonial property being very small, he sold 
one thousand pounds of the duchess’s jointure, 
almost immediately after their marriage. The 
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remaining two thousand pounds a year formed 
the largest portion of their income. 

No part of Pitt’s ministerial machinery exposed 
him to comments so severe, or to ridicule so point¬ 
ed, as the selection of Arden and Macdonald for 
the posts of attorney and solicitor general. The 
master of the rolls, however fiery in his temper, 
or coarse in his manners, was universally acknow¬ 
ledged to be a lawyer of profound professional 
knowledge. But Arden’s merit seemed to con¬ 
sist principally in the strong predilection manifest¬ 
ed towards him by the chancellor of the exchequer. 
Not that he was destitute of considerable talents: 
but his person, ignoble; his countenance, which, 
though it did not absolutely want a nose, (like 
Sir William Davenant’s face,) yet had only a very 
defective feature of that name; his manner, flip¬ 
pant, noisy, and inelegant, excited animadversion. 
Nor did he compensate for these defects by any 
superior jurisprudential acquisitions. Unsupport¬ 
ed by Pitt’s favour, never would Arden have 
reached the heights of the law. As little would 
Macdonald have attained that eminence by elo¬ 
quence, energy of character, or great endowments 
of mind. His connexions of birth and of alliance, 
rather than his legal ability, finally made him 
chief baron of the exchequer. But, less fortunate 
than Arden, he never could force the doors of the 
upper house. A baronetcy has formed the ter¬ 
mination of his career, and covered his retreat 
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from public life. It was already evident in 1785, 
that Scott must outrun every competitor at the 
bar. Three years afterwards he became solicitor- 
general ; and, perpetually advancing, still holds, 
in 1821, the great seal of England. 

Notwithstanding the late period of the session, 
a bill was brought into the house of commons at 
this time, for “ regulating the duration of polls 
and scrutinies in the election of members of parlia¬ 
ment.” I believe the solicitor-general moved for 
leave to introduce it; but it was drawn up by the 
attorney-general; its object being to prevent a 
repetition of the delays which had recently oc¬ 
curred in Covent-garden. Fox opposed it through 
every stage, as it assumed for its basis the lega¬ 
lity of the late scrutiny: while Sheridan, Wind¬ 
ham, and Eden, assailed the unfortunate attor¬ 
ney-general ; pointing out the gross errors, igno¬ 
rance, or incongruities, which pervaded almost 
every clause. Courtenay coming forward at the 
dose of the discussion, completed his embar¬ 
rassment, and oppressed him under the coarsest, 
most insulting irony. After observing that he 
could no longer sit silent, from the strong emo¬ 
tions of his sympathy at the sight of a great man 
in distress, Courtenay remarked the malicious 
species of warfare carried on against Arden. 
“ The present attack,” said he, “ is not made by 
gentlemen of his own profession, but by indivi¬ 
duals who seem, somehow or other, to have 
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acquired more accurate ideas of law, and of the 
constitution, than his majesty’s attorney-general. 
I trust, however, that he will not sink into de¬ 
spair, but will consider himself in the situation of 
Sancho Pan^a, when he was beat with the shoe¬ 
maker’s last; Don Quixote having satisfactorily 
proved to the disconsolate squire, that the meanness 
of the instrument erased the disgrace of the chas¬ 
tisement.”—“ The learned gentleman’s candour,” 
continued Courtenay, “ merits particular praise: 
for, he ingenuously owns his ignorance of the very 
statutes on which he founds the necessity for in¬ 
troducing his bill. All is fair, liberal, and open 
in his proceedings; and unless it had been uni¬ 
versally known that he really is the attorney-ge¬ 
neral, no man could ever have suspected it from 
the professional ability which he has displayed 
throughout the present debate.” Little or no 
reply was attempted, either by Arden, or from 
any individual on the ministerial side of the 
house, to these sarcasms, which greatly amused 
the audience, but did not affect the division. 
Eighty-nine votes supported government. The 
opposition could only muster forty-four, and 
Arden’s bill finally passed with all its defects. 

During the whole month of June, the Irish 
propositions made little progress in the upper 
house. Lord Stormont and Lord Loughborough 
loudly demanded from ministers some informa¬ 
tion ; in particular, an explanation of the reasons 
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which had induced the cabinet to transmute the 
eleven propositions originally laid before the house 
of commons into twenty, as they now appeared on 
the table, altogether distinct in their principle. 
But scarcely any light could be obtained from the 
members of administration. Lord Sydney, whose 
official province it was to dispense it, excused 
himself from giving details, on account of his 
apprehension that he might unintentionally let 
fall some fact or remark which, by misconstruc¬ 
tion, would be prejudicial to the two countries. 
Nor did the chancellor appear disposed to fill up 
the void left by the secretary of state for the 
home department. The five remaining cabinet 
ministers observed a similar line of conduct. Earl 
Gower rarely indeed mixed in debate; and Lord 
Howe, except on professional subjects, when he 
was compelled to rise, never violated his habitual 
taciturnity. Lord Camden, who subsequently 
came forward with equal eloquence and know¬ 
ledge of the subject, either had not as yet quali¬ 
fied himself to take part in the debate, or reserved 
himself for a future occasion. The Marquis of 
Carmarthen, ever since he made his memorable 
attack on Lord Sackville, in February 1782, as if 
overcome by that effort, seemed hardly to have 
recovered the use of speech. The Duke of Rich¬ 
mond, indeed, by no means lay under a similar 
imputation; but, either from inability to compre¬ 
hend the propositions, like Mr. Lowther, Sir Gre- 
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gory Page Turner, and Mr. Minchin, or disap¬ 
proving them, I believe he never once opened 
his lips from the moment of their first introduc¬ 
tion till they finally passed. Under these extra¬ 
ordinary circumstances. Lord Carlisle, not with¬ 
out some reason and some wit, remarked, that 
while seven of his majesty’s confidential servants 
were present, (strange to relate,) not a particle of 
information could be extracted from them. “ I 
lament,” added he, “ that the Nile flows not 
here ; and though we have the septem ostia Nili, 
their channels are dried up: far from fertilizing 
the soil, they dispense no drop of moisture.” 

8th July. — As the measure advanced. Lord 
Sydney however found his tongue; and opened 
the debate, if not in a luminous manner, at least 
with much more comprehension of the subject 
than I had ever expected from him. Lord Cam¬ 
den at the same time, like Priam, buckling on his 
armour, appeared in the front ranks. On the 
other side. Lord Stormont and Lord Loughbo¬ 
rough exposed the injurious, or rather, destruc¬ 
tive consequences, which, it was justly to be ap¬ 
prehended, might flow from precipitation. But 
the feature of that evening’s discussion which ex¬ 
cited the deepest interest, was the part taken by 
the Marquis of Lansdown. Since his elevation 
to the high rank of the peerage, which had been 
conferred on him towards the close of the pre¬ 
ceding year, he had rarely attended in his place, 
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and scarcely mixed in public life. Withdrawn to 
his seat of Bowwood in Wiltshire, but always 
attentive to the progress of events; and having 
stationed two sentinels in the house of commons, 
namely, Barr6 and Alderman Townsend; he re¬ 
mained like a lion couchant, ready, if occasion 
presented itself, to re-appear at any moment on 
the stage. Rising when Lord Stormont conclud¬ 
ed, he delivered his opinion at very considerable 
length. Few noblemen possessed a larger stake 
in the sister kingdom than himself. The tenor 
of his speech seemed to justify those persons who 
accused him of systematic insincerity or duplicity: 
for, while he spoke strongly in favour of the pro¬ 
positions, answering Lord Stormont’s objections, 
and urging immediate decision; he at the same 
time laid a broad ground for impeaching minis¬ 
ters, if, from want of due caution, they should 
plunge the empire into embarrassment. On com¬ 
paring the different passages of his discourse, they 
appeared to be, not the composition of one man, 
but rather of two individuals animated by oppo¬ 
site intentions or convictions. Nor could it escape 
observation, in how different a manner he alluded 
to the Duke of Rutland, then lord-lieutenant of 
Ireland, from the sarcastic and almost contume¬ 
lious expressions which he used when mentioning 
the English chancellor of the exchequer. 

“ I repose,” said Lord Lansdown, “ the fullest 
confidence in the ability of the noble duke who 
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is placed at the head of affairs in Ireland, as well 
as in the talents of his secretary. Their property 
constitutes no mean security for their conduct, in 
a transaction so pregnant with momentous results. 
With respect to our own ministers, they must be 
sunk in the most criminal infatuation, if they 
have not maturely prepared this great system; 
if they have not ascertained all its bearings and 
tendencies, and consulted every source of know¬ 
ledge.”—“ I cannot pretend to assert what are the 
actual dispositions and wishes of the Irish re¬ 
specting the measure. I am just from the woods. 
I have no correspondences but, as far as the infor¬ 
mation of a common man extends, I consider all 
delay as most dangerous. If, my lords, this mea¬ 
sure is not wise and proper, what other can be 
substituted for it? We may find fault with the 
system. We may say that the author is too young, 
and is ignorant of the duties that are demanded by 
his situation. We may conceive that if we were placed 
in his office, we could do better; and that if another 
had remained a little longer in his employment, all 
points depending between England and Ireland would 
have been adjusted. Perhaps we may exclaim. How, 
in Gods name, did this man twist himself in to be a 
minister! But we must take matters as we find them, 
and deliberate maturely before we come to any de¬ 
cision.” When we appreciate the spirit which 
pervaded Lord Lansdown’s speech; the pointed 
allusion made to Pitt’s want of property, con- 
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trasted with the ample security afforded to the 
country in that particular by the lord-lieutenant, 
and by Mr.Orde; together with the personal reflex¬ 
ions on the mode by which Pitt attained to power; 
—when we consider these circumstances, it is not 
possible to doubt of the hostile sentiments by 
which the marquis was animated towards the mi¬ 
nister. He may be said to have exhaled his cha¬ 
grin by this attack, which only proved the extent 
of his animosity. Administration, with whom he 
nevertheless voted, carried the question on that 
evening by more than two to one, and the house 
went into a committee on the propositions. 

18f h July. —If the debate of the 8th of July 
excited great attention from the appearance and 
speech of Lord Lansdown; the discussion which 
arose ten days later, in the same assembly, awa¬ 
kened still stronger interest. Lord Sackville, who 
during near forty years had acted so distinguished, 
though,upder many points of view, so unfortunate 
a part on the theatre of war, and of state; who, 
after the business of Minden, and the loss of 
America, had nevertheless been raised by George 
the Third to the peerage, as a remuneration for 
his services; and who, approaching the close of 
life, had now, with undiminished energies of 
mind, withdrawn in some degree from politics;— 
this nobleman, who fills so considerable a space 
under two reigns, was beheld for the last time 
engaged in. active exertion. From the commence- 
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ment of the Irish propositions as a ministerial mea¬ 
sure, he had invariably deprecated and lamented 
their introduction. Though he did not, like the 
Marquis of Lansdown, possess any landed pro¬ 
perty in Ireland; yet, the long residence which 
during his youth he had made in Dublin, when 
added to the intimate knowledge which, as secre¬ 
tary, he had acquired under the Duke of Dorset 
his father, respecting the people, parties, and in¬ 
terests of that country, entitled his opinions to 
great respect. He had besides recently visited the 
island, and its capital, in the summer of 1784. 
Early in the month of June, he left London for 
Stonelands Park in Sussex; where he remained 
during the period that the propositions were de¬ 
layed in their passage through the upper house, by 
the petitions of the manufacturers. But, on a day 
being fixed for considering the report from the com¬ 
mittee ; when the last favourable opportunity of 
opposing the measure would, as he well knew, pre¬ 
sent itself; he determined, though by no means 
in a state of good health, to attend in his place. 

About seventy peers were present on that oc¬ 
casion: but the ministerial defence was conducted 
almost solely by the chancellor. 

Lord Sackville depictured in language of force, 
but of moderation, the calamitous effects which 
he foresaw, or believed, would result to both 
nations from the propositions. “The matter is 
trivial to myself,” continued he, “in'comparison 
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with many of your lordships. I can only be in¬ 
terested for posterity. Whatever may be the 
issue of our deliberations, my own personal con¬ 
cern is small. I am arrived at that period of life 
when it would ill become me to be deeply affect¬ 
ed by any decision of this house. But I see 
before me many peers to whom the system may 
be productive of most important consequences. 
They, I make no doubt, will live to curse the day 
that gave it birth. I perceive in its aspect incur¬ 
able jealousies and endless discord. Should a rup¬ 
ture take place between the two countries, though 
it is not difficult to see which would prevail, yet 
the result will be alike fatal to both. I implore 
your lordships to act with caution, and not light¬ 
ly to come to a vote which admits of no recall.” 
Having endeavoured dispassionately to prove the 
erroneous or injudicious principles on which the 
system reposed, he urged the expediency of sub¬ 
stituting in its place a union of the two kingdoms. 
Lord Lansdown, when touching on this point, in 
the course of his speech, a few days earlier, had de¬ 
clared such a measure, however desirable it might 
be, as presenting almost insurmountable impedi¬ 
ments to its completion. On the contrary. Lord 
Sackville represented it as, if not easy, yet prac¬ 
ticable; and productive, whenever it should be 
effected, of invaluable advantages to both nations. 
He examined and answered the objections set up 
to the attempt; nor did he spare the minister. 
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while engaged in discussing the question. With 
great perspicuity, he demonstrated how impracti¬ 
cable it would be found to unite the English and 
Irish people on commercial principles in any solid 
or permanent bond; while he showed that where 
all their dependence was placed in one and the 
same legislature, every source of suspicion, dis¬ 
trust, and jealousy would be permanently extin¬ 
guished. 

His conclusion was highly impressive. “ I look 
forward, my lords,” said he, “ to this happy, con¬ 
summation with the utmost anxiety; and shall be 
rejoiced to see commissioners appointed by his 
majesty for negotiating so important a work. It 
will not probably take place in my time. Neverthe¬ 
less, I hope that the period when it shall be effected is 
not very distant. Happen whenever it may, the 
event will ensure to both kingdoms inestimable 
and lasting benefits.”—“ I trust the present mea¬ 
sure may still be suspended, and that we may be 
impelled to direct our whole attention to that 
union, so desirable by the wise of each country. 
And if the resolutions before us could only be 
withdrawn, should no other peer in this assembly 
be found to undertake it, old as I am, I will move 
for an address to the king, praying that steps may be 
taken for accomplishing that union, on which depends 
the prosperity, not only of England and of Ireland, 
but of the whole empire .” If we consider that 
these words were the last ever pronounced by 
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Lord Sackville in the house of peers, they may 
be regarded as almost prophetic; and assuredly 
they entitle him to be ranked among the 'most 
enlightened British statesmen of the eighteenth 
century. Pitt, though he either did not then per¬ 
ceive their wisdom, or wanted sufficient magnani¬ 
mity and expansion of mind to adopt the union 
recommended by Lord Sackville, in preference to 
his own rash, as well as ill-digested system; yet 
ultimately realized the plan pointed out by that 
nobleman. Fifteen years did not elapse without 
his recurring to the expedient which in 1785 he 
treated with neglect. Nor is it to be accounted 
among the least singular facts of our own time, 
that a man who by the sentence of a court-mar¬ 
tial had been rendered incapable of serving the 
crown in a military capacity, and on whom, as a 
minister, the unpopularity of the American war 
peculiarly rested, should yet, when in his seven¬ 
tieth year, lay the first stone, as a peer, of the 
union between Great Britain and Ireland. Lord 
Sackville may indeed be said, with nearly as much 
truth, to have exhausted his last breath in the 
senate, as did the great Earl of Chatham. Both 
spoke with extraordinary energy, in contradiction 
to measures which they deprecated as pernicious 
to their country. Both survived the exertion a 
very short time; — the latter nobleman, only a 
few days; the former, not six weeks. 

Never was any act less dictated by a spirit of 
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faction than Lord Sackville’s conduct on the 18th 
of July. All his inclinations, as I know, leaned 
towards government. He had most disinterestedly 
and firmly supported Pitt in January 1784, when 
his aid was very essential in both houses of parlia¬ 
ment to a young first minister struggling against 
a powerful majority. Subsequent to that period, 
he had continued to be animated by the same 
principles. His majesty had not in his dominions 
a more loyal, attached, and grateful subject. With 
more than one member of the existing cabinet 
he lived on terms of friendship. I allude to the 
chancellor, and to Lord Sydney. The remark 
might be extended to Lord Gower. On the con¬ 
trary, he cultivated no intimacy with any of the 
adherents of the coalition. Some coldness even 
existed between Lord North and him, on account 
of the manner in which that nobleman had to a 
certain degree sacrificed or abandoned him, from 
the exigency of affairs, during the last weeks of 
his convulsed and expiring administration. Lord 
Sackville, in opposing the Irish propositions, was 
only impelled by his conviction of their inexpe¬ 
diency and dangerous tendency; — a conviction 
founded on local knowledge, and confirmed by 
reflection. Yet the spirit of party attributed his 
conduct to personal feelings of ambition or dis¬ 
content Satirical prints were exposed to sale in 
the shops, where he appears haranguing the house 
of peers, and encouraging them to attack the Irish 
vol. i. 2 a 
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propositions, while Lord Stormont and Lord Der¬ 
by, in the back-ground, halloo and support hiih. 
But his mind was superior to such considerations, 
at a moment when he probably anticipated his de¬ 
parture from all sublunary deliberations, as not re¬ 
mote, however unapparent to common observers. 
In fact, during the course of the debate, he was 
so much indisposed as to be compelled more than 
once to leave the house. I breakfasted with him 
on the following morning in Pall-Mall, previous 
to his return to Stonelands, which was my last in¬ 
terview with him, as I set out for Paris soon after¬ 
wards, and did not return till hi was no more. 
Nor had I then any suspicion or apprehensibn of 
his approaching dissolution, though I remarked 
that his voice was feeble, and that he did not hold 
himself as upright as was his custom. There was 
something more serious and kind than ordinary 
in his manner of parting with me. Possibly he 
thought, though I made no such reflection, that 
we might not meet again. He had declined in 
strength for several weeks, owing to the effects 
of a medicine which he was habituated to take 
with a view of alleviating the pain occasioned by 
the disease of the stone. This medicine, a species 
of lixivium, unquestionably produced the effect 
intended; but, by corroding the coats of the sto¬ 
mach, it abbreviated, or rather terminated, his life. 

19<A—2 5th July .—The motion made by Lord 
Sackville on the 18th of July, to postpone for 
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four months the consideration of the Irish proposi¬ 
tions, having been negatived by a great majority; 
only thirty peers supporting, while eighty-four 
opposed it; the resolutions, when voted, were 
brought down to the house of commons. One, 
and only one, discussion took place there on the 
subject; but no division was attempted. Eden, 
Fox, and Sheridan recapitulated their former ar¬ 
guments against the measure. On this occasion, 
Jenkinson coming conspicuously forward, ex¬ 
pressed his decided belief that, whatever irrita¬ 
tion might be excited against the system at the 
present moment, yet, as soon as it should be 
thoroughly understood, there would not be found 
a man in Ireland, possessing a sound understand¬ 
ing, who could refuse it his assent. Pitt repeat¬ 
ed the same opinion, in still stronger terms. Fox 
was not, however, deterred by these declarations 
from reiterating all his objections. With great 
force of reasoning, he demonstrated the contra¬ 
diction and incongruity of the two systems; one, 
opened in the Irish house of commons by Mr. 
Orde; the other, originating here; each opposed 
to the other, in many of their most important 
principles. Where, he demanded, was to be found 
the present necessity for this commercial arrange¬ 
ment between the two countries? Ireland did 
not require it; and wantonly to bring forward so 
vast a measure, of which no man could predict 
or ascertain the consequences, appeared to be in 

2 a 2 
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itself an aict of temerity as well as of danger. 
“ If,” concluded he, “ by the operation of influ¬ 
ence and corruption, the resolutions can be forced 
through the Irish parliament, yet so violent is the 
detestation of the Irish people towards them, that 
the nation will unquestionably effect their repeal 
within a short time.” 

Previous to the commencement of the debate 
on the 25th of July, Pitt moved a long address 
to the crown, highly approving, or rather panegy¬ 
rizing, the commercial resolutions adopted by the 
house. Sheridan exhausted his talents for ridi¬ 
cule on this panegyric, which he denominated a 
manifesto, and not an address. “ It is,” continued 
he, “an impudent libel on the British and the 
Irish parliaments, and a libel on the throne.”— 
“ That the resolutions are unpopular here, daily ex¬ 
perience must convince. That they are still more 
unpopular in Ireland, I can assert from indisputa¬ 
ble authority. The whole transaction, through¬ 
out every stage of its progress, has been a trick 
and a fallacy. It was my intention to have ex¬ 
pressed my sentiments in a still more deliberate 
manner than I have done in this house, and I 
have only to lament my own want of industry in 
not composing a commentary on the propositions. 
If I had so done, as I fully intended, I would not 
have acted in a concealed manner. My name 
should have been affixed to the performance.” 
To this manly, severe, and eloquent philippic, no 
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answer was attempted from the treasury bench. 
Pitt and Jenkinson sate silent; but the address 
passed without any division. The chancellor of 
the exchequer, confident in the success of his 
system, and not doubting of its favourable recep¬ 
tion in. the Irish parliament, instantly moved for 
leave to bring in a bill for “ finally regulating the 
commercial intercourse between the two king¬ 
doms on permanent and equitable principles, for 
the mutual benefit of both countries.” Nor did 
he desist from his determination in compliance 
with Fox’s remonstrances, who warned him, that 
by so premature and precipitate an act, he vio¬ 
lated the decency due towards the legislature of 
Ireland, they having as yet no cognizance of the 
resolutions. Pitt nevertheless continuing inflexible, 
the question was put from the chair, and carried 
in the affirmative; after which an adjournment 
took place. 

28 th July — 2nd August. — It might naturally 
have been supposed that the minister, who, after 
more than five months of unremitting exertion, 
had, in defiance of so many impediments, carried 
his measure triumphantly through the two Bri¬ 
tish houses of parliament, would have well ascer¬ 
tained that he should not meet with a defeat on 
the other side of the Channel. But the event 
proved that his expectations rested on a fallacious 
or insecure foundation. Only ten days after the 
adjournment at Westminster, when Mr. Orde 
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opened the system in the Irish house of commons, 
an opposition of the most determined nature was 
experienced by government. Grattan,—a name 
distinguished above all others in the annals of 
Irish eloquence and Irish patriotism during the 
course of the eighteenth century,— supported by 
Flood, Burgh, and many eminent members of 
that assembly, levelled his severest animadver¬ 
sions on the ministerial propositions. Curran, then 
young, and who has since risen to such celebrity 
in the sister kingdom, gave shining proof of his 
talents in support of the same cause. These illus¬ 
trious orators, who so long “ held the bar or senate 
in their spell,” thundered against Pitt’s system, as 
subversive of the national dignity and freedom. 
Not that government wanted advocates of equal 
ability, at whose head I should place Fitzgibbon, 
then attorney-general, since created Earl of Clare 
in Ireland, and raised by Pitt to the British peer¬ 
age in 1799. But the unpopularity of the mea¬ 
sure, which appeared to strike at the legislative 
independance of Ireland, overcame every effort to 
sustain it. After a debate, protracted till nine 
on the ensuing morning, when two hundred and 
thirty-five members voted, the propositions were 
only carried by nineteen. Even that small majo¬ 
rity could not be regarded as permanent, and 
diminished on every division. Under these cir¬ 
cumstances, Orde, in whom was vested the execu¬ 
tive administration, (for the Duke of Rutland 
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was only a name,) yielding to the torrent, moved 
an adjournment. Never was a ministerial defeat 
more signal! The system of commercial settle¬ 
ment, reared with so much difficulty, dissolved at 
once, leaving no wreck behind. It was, if possi¬ 
ble, more odious among the Irish people than in 
the parliament; and the illuminations by which 
Dublin testified the national exultation, completed 
the humiliation of the government. 

When we dispassionately examine this great 
plan through the medium of time, we must ad¬ 
mit that the conception was grand, the design 
laudable, and the advantages expected to result 
from it such as might do honour to the most en¬ 
lightened or patriotic minister, if he could have 
realized them for the common welfare of both 
islands. Nor is it to be doubted that Pitt’s,mo¬ 
tives in originating the measure were elevated, 
pure, and indicated no vulgar ambition. But, 
neither can we deny that throughout the whole 
transaction we recognize much temerity, miscal¬ 
culation or error, presumption, and inflexibility. 
These qualities, which generally characterize 
youth, will find some apology on reflecting that 
the chancellor of the exchequer had scarcely 
completed his twenty-sixth year when the pro¬ 
positions were sent up to the house of peers. 
Conquerors have laid waste the earth, and fa¬ 
vourites have exercised supreme power, at very 
early periods of life; but I believe there is no 
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instance of the first minister of a free country' 
being placed so early on such an eminence. The 
first Earl of Mansfield, when speaking of Pitt, on 
another occasion, to which I shall allude in the 
course of these memoirs, said, “ He is not a great 
minister. He is a great young minister.” 

The same excuse cannot be made for Jenkinson, 
who acted as the guide of Pitt, and who appears 
to have participated in his credulous anticipation 
of the favourable reception which the propositions 
would experience in Ireland. But his share of 
the glory, or the obloquy, was only inferior and 
subordinate. He was not a member of the ca¬ 
binet. Nor can we doubt that he had already 
made his bargain with the first minister, and re¬ 
ceived, in return for his assistance and support, 
the promise of a British peerage; though, from 
prudential considerations, its accomplishment was 
postponed till the ensuing year. He might even 
esteem his reward more certain and secure from a 
discomfited, than from a triumphant, first lord 
of the treasury. Pitt, if he had carried every 
point in Ireland with the same facility as in 
England, might possibly, when solicited to realize 
Jenkinson’s expectations, have replied with Richard, 

“ I am not in the giving vein to-day.— 

Thou troublest me. I am not in the vein.” 

Fox did not hesitate at least to assert in various 
of his speeches, that Jenkinson’s favour was mani¬ 
fested more openly to the minister, in proportion 



DUNDAS.—FOX. 


361 


to, and in consequence of his distress, arising from 
the difficulties into which he had plunged himself 
by bringing forward the propositions. Dundas 
possessed so flexible and accommodating a po¬ 
litical conscience, that no sacrifice of opinion af¬ 
fected his nerves. A man who in 1782 could 
speak and vote against parliamentary reform; 
without hesitating in 1783, and in 1785, to sup¬ 
port by his voice and his vote, the same measure, 
moved by the same individual; was necessarily 
composed of pliant materials. The season of the 
year, when parliament was not sitting, and when 
many months must elapse before it would pro¬ 
bably be again convoked for business, covered the 
ministerial defeat sustained in Dublin, which be¬ 
came insensibly obliterated from the public mind. 
The Irish propositions, though they occupied all 
attention in 1785, seemed to be scarcely remem¬ 
bered in 1786. Fox, it is true, alluded to them 
in terms of the strongest reprobation, on the first 
day of the ensuing session; when he advised the 
chancellor of the exchequer to declare explicitly, 
his determination never more to revive a measure 
so odious to the trading interests, manufacturers, 
and merchants of both kingdoms. But, subse¬ 
quent to that mentibn, they sunk into political 
oblivion. 

August .—'Some days previous to the adjourn¬ 
ment of the two houses, I left London for Paris. 
Since my visit to that capital in the preceding 
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year, Marie Antoinette had given a second heir 
to the throne, created Duke of Normandy, after¬ 
wards the unfortunate Louis the Seventeenth; 
if, indeed, he can be properly ranked among the 
French kings. But this auspicious event, which 
naturally should have endeared the queen to the 
nation, did not restore her popularity, and she 
laboured under great and general prejudices en¬ 
tertained against her. Nor had the finances, con¬ 
ducted by Calonne, assumed a prosperous appear¬ 
ance. The ministry remained unchanged; Ver- 
gennes, though only at the head of the foreign 
department, constituting the master-spring of the 
administration, as the first Mr. Pitt had done 
among us, under George the Second. Choiseul, 
the most vigorous minister whom the French 
had beheld since the prosperous periods of Louis 
the Fourteenth’s reign, unless we should except 
the Marshal de Belleisle;—Choiseul, was no more. 
He expired in retirement, though not in disgrace, 
some months earlier; passing the dose of his life 
in a splendid but philosophic retreat, worthy of 
Lucullus, or of Cicero, at his palace of Chanteloup, 
near Amboise, on the banks of the Loire, in one 
of the most delicious parts of Franee. During 
my stay at Paris, public attention was prindpally 
engrossed by the memorable transaction of the 
diamond necklace, in which Madame de la. Motte 
performed so important a part. I happened to be 
at Versailles bn the very day, the 15th.'of August, 
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when the Cardinal de Rohan, at the time that he 
was preparing to celebrate mass in the chapel 
royal, was arrested by order of the king. Such 
an event taking place in the person of a member 
of the Sacred College, an ecclesiastic of the high* 
est birth and, greatest connexions; related, through 
the kings of Navarre, to the sovereign himself 
and grand almoner of France; might well excite 
universal amazement. Since the arrest of Fouc* 
quet, superintendant of the finances, by Louis 
the Fourteenth, in 1661, no similar act of royal 
authority had been performed: for we cannot 
justly compare with it the seizure and imprison* 
ment of the Duke du Maine in 1718, by order of 
the regent Duke of Orleans, as an accomplice in 
the conspiracy of Prince Cellamare. The Car¬ 
dinal de Rohan’s crime was private and personal, 
wholly unconnected with the state, though affect¬ 
ing the person and character of the queen. 

Prince Louis de Rohan, second brother of the 
Duke de Montbazon, had attained his fifty-first 
year when the calamitous adventure in question 
took place. He was a prelate of elegant manners, 
unceasingly pursuing pleasure, yet nourishing a 
restless ambition. His talents, though specious, 
were not regulated by judgment. Credulous, and 
easily duped by necessitous or artful individuals, 
who rendered him subservient to their purposes; 
his vast revenues, arising from the bishoprick 
of Strasburgb, the abbey of La Chaise-Dieu in 
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Auvergne, and other ecclesiastical benefices, laid 
him open to solicitations of every description. 
Previous to his attainment of the episcopal dig¬ 
nity, while only coadjutor of Strasburgh, he 
had been employed in the diplomatic line; and 
filled the post of embassador from the court of 
France, at Vienna, under the reign of Maria The¬ 
resa, during a considerable time. After his return 
home, an ardent thirst of power impelled him to 
attempt reaching the ministerial situation left 
vacant by Maurepas. Nor was the expectation 
altogether chimerical; and we may reasonably 
doubt whether the Cardinal de Lomenie, who, 
scarcely five years later, attained it, proved himself 
more capable of extricating France from her em¬ 
barrassments, than was the Cardinal de Rohan. 
But Louis the Sixteenth had imbibed very strong 
prejudices against him, and the queen held him in 
still greater aversion. Yet, in defiance of these 
impediments, his efforts were directed to acquire 
her favour. He was besides not insensible to her 
personal charms, and entertained the presumptu¬ 
ous hope of rendering himself acceptable to her. 
The queen, who at this time had not comple¬ 
ted her thirtieth year, possessed great attractions, 
loved admiration, and was accessible to flattery. 
Other cardinals had presumed to address their 
vows to preceding queens of France, — the Car¬ 
dinal of Lorrain, to Catherine of Medicis; Riche¬ 
lieu, to Mary of Medicis, after the death of Henry 
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the Fourth; and subsequently to Anne of Austria; 
Fleury, to the consort of Louis the Fifteenth. 
Without drawing the slightest inference from 
the fact injurious to Marie Antoinette’s honour, 
it may be assumed as certain that the cardinal 
regarded her with predilection, not merely as the 
arbitress of his political destiny, but as an object 
of personal attachment. 

Among the numerous individuals who then fre¬ 
quented Versailles, with the view of advancing 
their fortune, was Madame de la Motte Valois. 
Her descent from Henry the Second, king of 
France, by one' of his mistresses, a Piedmontese 
lady of noble extraction, named St. Remy, having 
been accidentally discovered and incontestably 
proved, she became an object of royal notice. A 
small pension was bestowed on her; and Made¬ 
moiselle de Valois, aided by these propitious cir¬ 
cumstances, was soon afterwards married to a 
gentleman of the name of La Motte, one of the 
Count de Provence’s body guards. His functions 
retaining him at Versailles, near the person of 
that prince, she became well known to the Cardinal 
de Rohan, whose character, inclinations, and foi¬ 
bles, she appears to have studied with no ordinary 
attention. In 1785, she had nearly passed the 
limits of youth, and she never possessed beauty; 
but her total want of moral principle, when added 
to her poverty and habits of expence, induced her 
to adopt the most desperate expedients for recruit- 
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ing her finances. A circumstance which took 
place about this time facilitated their success. 
Boehmer, a German jeweller, well known at the 
French court, possessing a most costly diamond 
necklace, valued at near seventy thousand pounds 
sterling, obtained permission to exhibit it to her 
majesty; hoping that she might become the pur¬ 
chaser of so superb an article of female ornament. 
The queen was not, however, captivated by its 
splendour, and immediately declined the pro¬ 
posal. Madame de la Motte having received 
information of the fact, took the resolution of 
fabricating a letter from the queen to herself, 
authorizing her to make the purchase. In the 
letter, that princess was made to express a deter¬ 
mination of taking the necklace at a certain indi¬ 
cated price; under the express reserve, however, 
that the matter should remain a profound secret, 
and that BoShmer would agree to receive his pay¬ 
ment by instalments, in notes under her own 
hand, drawn on her treasurer, at stipulated periods. 

Furnished with so specious an authority, Ma¬ 
dame de la Motte repaired in person to the car¬ 
dinal. Having in confidence submitted to him 
Marie Antoinette’s pretended letter, she then ex¬ 
patiated on the invaluable occasion which at length 
presented itself to him, of acquiring that princess’s 
favour, and conferring on her an indelible obliga¬ 
tion. She concluded by urging him to see Boeh- 
mer, and to accelerate by his assurances of the 
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queen’s approbation, (the proof of which fact 
was before him,) the termination of the affair. 
Credulous as the cardinal proved himself to be 
throughout the whole business, and peculiarly 
open to deception as he was on all points that 
appeared to facilitate his attainment of the queen’s 
particular regard; he nevertheless refused to em¬ 
bark in it, without previously receiving from her 
own mouth the requisite authority. Madame de 
la Motte and her husband, who foresaw the im¬ 
pediment, had already provided against it. There 
resided at that time in Paris a female of Italian 
extraction, aged twenty-four, by name Made¬ 
moiselle d’Oliva, who performed at one of the 
theatres. In her figure she bore a considerable 
degree of resemblance to Marie Antoinette. Her 
they induced, by a sum of money, to personate 
the queen; assuring her that it was only a frolic, 
which could lead to no unpleasant or serious con¬ 
sequences. She consented, received from Madame 
de la Motte instructions how to conduct herself, 
and was held in readiness for acting the part 
assigned her. 

All the preparations being thus arranged, Ma¬ 
dame de la Motte acquainted the cardinal, that 
however reluctant her majesty might be to come 
forward personally on such an occasion, she never¬ 
theless felt the propriety of his eminence’s scru¬ 
ples. In order to remove them, and at the same 
time to give him a proof of her deep sense of his 
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service in procuring her the necklace, she there- 
fore had resolved on granting him an interview in 
the gardens of Versailles. But, as a discovery 
must inevitably bring the whole transaction to 
the king’s knowledge;—a disclosure which she 
deprecated;—it became indispensable to adopt 
certain precautions. With that view she had fix¬ 
ed on a shady and retired spot, at a little distance 
from her own apartments in the palace, near the 
orangery; to which place, under cover of the 
evening, she could repair, muffled up in such a 
manner as to elude notice. Their interview, she. 
added, must necessarily be very short; and she 
absolutely refused to speak a single word, lest she 
might be overheard. Instead of verbally autho¬ 
rizing the cardinal to pledge her authority to 
Boehmer, it was therefore settled that she should 
hold in her hand a flower; which, on his approach¬ 
ing her to know her pleasure, she would immedi¬ 
ately extend to him, as a mark of her approval. 

However much we may wonder that he could 
acquiesce in so gross a deception, or could consent 
to take part in such a mysterious, obscure, and 
hazardous intrigue; yet it cannot be doubted 
that he became a dupe to the artifices of the un¬ 
principled female who planned the whole scheme 
of plunder. The delusion thus projected, was 
carried into effect with complete success. On 
the evening appointed. Mademoiselle d’Oliva, 
dressed in such a manner as to personate the 
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queen, her face concealed, and protected by the 
shades of approaching night, being stationed at. 
the place agreed on, Madame de la Motte con¬ 
ducted the cardinal to it. As soon as he ap¬ 
proached the supposed princess, he entreated to 
be informed by her majesty, whether it. was her 
desire that the affair confided to Madame de la 
Motte should be negotiated and concluded by 
him, as her representative ? To this demand the 
female figure assented, according to the pre-de- 
termined arrangement, by extending to him the 
flower, accompanied with an inclination of her 
body. The cardinal, delighted with such a re¬ 
ception, was preparing to put himself on one 
knee, and to kiss her hand ; when his con¬ 
ductress, alarmed lest a too near approach might 
enable him to detect the imposture, interposed, 
exclaiming that there were persons at a small dis¬ 
tance, by whom they would be discovered. In 
his eagerness to retreat, the cardinal slipping, had 
nearly measured his length on the ground, and 
the party broke up with precipitation. 

Convinced that he had now received an un¬ 
questionable assurance of Marie Antoinette’s ap¬ 
probation, and had secured her future favour, 
with all its important results, by the service 
which he should render her, the cardinal no longer 
hesitated to pledge himself to Boehmer. Having 
procured from him a deduction of above eight 
thousand pounds on the price demanded; promis- 
vol. i. 2 b 
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sory notes or bills for the remainder^ exceeding 
sixty thousand pounds, drawn and signed in the 
queen’s name, payable at various periods by her 
treasurer, were delivered to Boehmer by Madame 
de la Motte. She then received from him the 
necklace. Her husband having obtained leave 
of absence, under pretence of visiting the place 
of his nativity, Bar-sur-Aube in Champagne, car* 
ried off the diamonds, quitted France, and arrived ‘ 
safe in London, where he disposed of some of the 
finest stones among the jewellers of our metropo¬ 
lis. His wife, trusting to the cardinal’s interest, 
rank, and ecclesiastical dignity, for protection; as 
well as to conceal so disgraceful a business, when¬ 
ever it should be discovered; remained at Bar. 
The unfortunate prelate, placed in a situation not 
unlike that of Malvolio in “ Twelfth Night,” when 
he is duped by Maria, and supposes himself dis¬ 
tinguished by Olivia, continued in unsuspecting 
security at court. But the day on which the 
first of her majesty’s promissory engagements be¬ 
came due (amounting to about seventeen thou¬ 
sand pounds) having elapsed without any notifi¬ 
cation of payment from her treasurer; Boehmer 
expressed some surprize at the circumstance, to a 
friend who held an office in the queen’s house¬ 
hold. 

When the information was communicated to 
that princess, her. amazement and consternation 
are not to be adequately depictured in words. So 
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difficult to believe was the fact, that several days 
elapsed before her enquiries satisfied her of its 
reality. As soon, however, as the part which the 
Cardinal de Rohan had performed in it became 
fully ascertained, she laid the whole' matter be¬ 
fore the king. Louis, not less astonished than 
herself, after consulting with some of his minis¬ 
ters on the steps necessary to be adopted, finally 
determined to arrest the cardinal. Unquestion¬ 
ably, it would have been wiser if he had drawn a 
veil over the transaction, and had left the impru¬ 
dent prelate to the consequences of his own 
fatuity. He was conducted to the Bastile, inva¬ 
riably maintaining that he had acted throughout 
the whole business with the purest intentions; 
always conceiving, however erroneously, that he 
was authorized by her majesty, and was doing 
her a pleasure by facilitating her acquisition of 
the necklace. Madame de la Motte, Mademoi¬ 
selle d’Oliva, and some other individuals, suspect¬ 
ed or accused of being implicated in this enor¬ 
mous robbery, were subsequently conveyed to the 
same fortress. Among them was a very celebrated 
adventurer or impostor, Count Cagliostro, who had 
however, I believe, committed no other crime 
except the act of casting the Cardinal de Rohan’s 
horoscope. Notwithstanding the palpable igno¬ 
rance and innocence of the queen relative to every 
part of the affair, yet such was the malignity of 
the Parisians, and through so prejudiced a me- 

2 B 2 
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dium were all her actions viewed, that a numerous 
class of society either believed, or affected to 
believe, her implicated in the guilt of the whole 
transaction. I shall have occasion to resume the 
subject in the course of the year 1786. 

Having thus enumerated the leading circum¬ 
stances connected with the diamond necklace, one 
of the most extraordinary events which took 
place in any European court during the course 
of the eighteenth century; I am tempted to re¬ 
count an adventure in which I was deeply and 
personally engaged, that may appear almost 
equally incredible with the story of the Cardinal 
de Rohan. Its nature and delicacy have hitherto 
prevented me from divulging it to the world, 
though nearly half a century has already elapsed 
since it happened: but I may without impro¬ 
priety transmit it to posterity. If the tragical 
recollections connected with Marie Antoinette 
must ever agitate the human mind; the history 
which I am about to relate respects a princess 
whose misfortunes and premature end warmly in¬ 
terested her contemporaries, and will be perused 
with emotion in future times. I mean, the Queen 
of Denmark, Caroline Matilda, consort of Christian 
the Seventh, and sister of George the Third. Her 
fate bore indeed some analogy to that of Marie An¬ 
toinette. Both possessed personal attractions; but 
no comparison could be made between the Austrian 
and the English princess. The former had re- 
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ceived from nature an air of majesty, an elegance 
of form, and a grace altogether peculiar to her¬ 
self. Caroline Matilda, though not deficient in 
manner, affable, and full of condescension, yet 
possessed only the ordinary accompaniments of 
youth, set off by a good complexion, pleasing fea¬ 
tures, and embonpoint. Both were accused of 
gallantries. Both were precipitated from the 
throne, imprisoned, and subjected to the most 
severe interrogatories. Here, indeed, the parallel 
terminates; as the powerful interposition of the 
British crown, sustained by a British squadron, 
. rescued the Danish queen from undergoing the 
punishment which the hostile invasion of France 
only drew down upon the unfortunate consort of 
Louis the Sixteenth. After premising these facts, 
I shall commence the recital without further 
preface. 

Returning through Pomerania, in the autumn 
of the year 1774, from a tour round the Baltic, I 
passed two days at a country palace of the Duke 
of Mecklenburg Strelitz, detained by his obliging 
hospitality. Adolphus Frederic the Fourth, eld¬ 
est of the four brothers of George the Third’s 
queen, was then about six-and-thirty years of 
age; unmarried, slender in figure, of an adust 
complexion, agreeable in his manners; receiving 
English gentlemen, who occasionally, though rare¬ 
ly, visited his summer retreat, with peculiar atten¬ 
tion. I had the honour to dine twice with the 
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duke, during my short stay in his territories. At 
table, surrounded by his little court, composed of 
young and agreeable individuals of both sexes, he 
amused me by recounting some particulars of the 
English who had from time to time been his 
guests. The Earl and Countess of Effingham 
were among the number. “They were always 
seated,” said he, “ opposite each other at dinner; 
and no sooner was the dessert placed before us, 
than my lord, ordering his lady to open her 
mouth, threw drag&es, (sugar-plumbs,) into it 
across the table, with surprizing dexterity.” The 
fact, extraordinary as it may appear, was related 
to me by the duke; and those persons who re¬ 
member, as I do, the nobleman to whom I allude, 
will admit the eccentricity of his deportment, 
dress, and character. He died in the island of 
Jamaica, where he was sent governor.—On quit¬ 
ting Strelitz, I directed my course to Zell, im¬ 
pelled by a desire to see and to pay my respects 
to the young Queen of Denmark, who then re¬ 
sided in the castle of that name. I experienced 
from her majesty the most gracious reception. 
As I had visited Copenhagen in the spring of the 
same year, she made various enquiries respecting 
her two children: I mean, the present reigning 
King of Denmark, and the Duchess of Holstein- 
Augustembourg. The queen herself was then 
only in the twenty-fourth year of her age. Sent, 
as she was, at sixteen, to a dissolute court, and 
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married to Christian the Seventh, whose vices ren¬ 
dered him unworthy of her; surrounded by bad 
examples, and abandoned to her own control, be¬ 
fore the empire of reason could operate;—Caroline 
Matilda had not completed her twenty-first year, 
when she found herself a prisoner in the castle 
of Cronsberg. She was not indeed a captive at 
Zell, where she had a court, and enjoyed appa¬ 
rently personal freedom; but, nevertheless, she 
could by no means be regarded as a free agent. 
Her own sister, the hereditary Princess of Bruns- 
wic, acted by directions of George the Third as 
a spy on her conduct; usually coming over to 
Zell every Wednesday, and returning to Bruns- 
wic on the ensuing Saturday. I know the fact 
from the queen’s own mouth. There was in the 
aspect of the castle of Zell, its towers, moat, 
drawbridge, long galleries, and Gothic features, all 
the scenery realizing the descriptions of fortresses 
where imprisoned princesses were detained in 
bondage. It was the age of those exhibitions, 
when I travelled in Germany. At Stettin, while 
dining with the Prince of Anhalt Dessau, a few 
days before I arrived at Zell, I had seen the 
Princess Royal of Prussia, Elizabeth Christina 
of Brunswic-Wolfenbuttel, first wife of the late 
king, Frederic William the Second, who was 
• there confined for her gallantries. Robert, Duke 
of Ancaster, then Marquis of Lindsey, a young 
nobleman of extraordinary eccentricity of charac- 
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ter, and capable of undertaking any enterprize, 
however desperate or dangerous, was so touched 
with her misfortunes and imprisonment, that in 
1777 he planned her liberation. And he would 
certainly have attempted it, if the design had not 
been discovered and prevented. The Princess of 
Tour and Taxis, Augusta Elizabeth, was about 
the same time immured, during many years, in a 
castle of Wirtemberg, by her brother, the reign¬ 
ing duke of that country. 

Often, as I was placed opposite to the Queen 
Caroline Matilda at table; Sophia of Zell, consort 
of George the First, from whom she lineally de¬ 
scended, recurred to my recollection. It was, in 
fact, the same story in the same family, acted 
over again at the distance of eighty or ninety 
years. Sophia suffered indeed a much severer 
and longer captivity, for very problematical of¬ 
fences: but both expired under a dark cloud; 
and both now repose, side by side, in the great 
church of Zell, without any monument, to com¬ 
memorate their existence. After a stay of three 
days in that city, I set out for Hamburgh. Pre¬ 
vious to my departure, her majesty desired me, 
if I should see Mr. Mathias, then the British 
minister to the Hanse Towns, to enquire of him 
how soon she might expect the company of 
French comedians to arrive, who annually visited 
Zell. On . the evening of my arrival in Ham¬ 
burgh, being invited to supper at the house of 
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one of the principal burgomasters or senators, I 
there found myself among a crowd of the Danish 
nobility of both sexes, who, on account of their 
adherence to the exiled queen, resided at Altona. 
.Having been disgraced, and compelled to quit 
Copenhagen, they took refuge in this town, 
which stands on . the territory of Denmark, 
though only separated from Hamburgh by a 
space of some hundred yards. As I had so re¬ 
cently seen and conversed with that princess, 
they availed themselves of the occasion, to put 
many questions to.me respecting her. I answered 
them with frankness, not sparing my animadver¬ 
sions on the treatment which she had received 
from the party by whom she had been dethroned. 
One gentleman, nearly related to the lady at 
whose house I was entertained, called on me at 
the hotel where I lodged, three days afterwards. 
He had been keeper of the privy purse to Chris¬ 
tian the Seventh, during the tour which he made 
in 1768 to France and England. Our conversa¬ 
tion turning on the revolution of January 1772, 
he gave me a confidential account of all the cir¬ 
cumstances which produced and accompanied that 
tragical event. At the French comedy, on the 
subsequent evening, where we met, he requested 
leave to wait on me next morning, in a manner 
which seemed to indicate that he had some com¬ 
munication to make of importance. 

On Saturday, the 1st of October, he renewed 
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the subject of the exiled queen. Being encou¬ 
raged by my replies, he ventured, not without 
some hesitation, to ask me if I should be dis¬ 
posed to render her service? As I. perfectly com¬ 
prehended the nature and objects of the question, 
I instantly answered that I was ready to engage, 
hand and heart, in her cause. “ You are then,” 
said he, “ the person whom we want. 1 am de¬ 
puted by a body of men, who are desirous and 
able to replace her on the throne, and to invest 
her with supreme power during the king’s inca¬ 
pacity. We cannot proceed a step without pre¬ 
viously ascertaining whether her majesty is will¬ 
ing to return to Copenhagen; and the difficulty 
of opening any communication with her, beset as 
she is with spies, is such that we have not hitherto 
been able to surmount that impediment. Your 
arrival offers a means to approach her. Will you 
undertake the commission?” Having reiterated 
my assurances that he might dispose of my time 
and all my efforts, in any way or manner which 
could contribute to effect the object; “ I am sa¬ 
tisfied,” said he, “ and will make my report with¬ 
out delay to those by whom I have been sent. 
Expect to hear further from me.” 

Two days subsequent to this conversation, he 
introduced me to the young Baron de Schimmel- 
man, eldest son of the baron of that name, one of 
the most wealthy and powerful individuals in 
Denmark. Having brought him to my apart- 
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merits, and joined our hands, he withdrew, leav¬ 
ing us alone. The baron, with great emotion, 
then opened to me the motive of his visit, first 
demanding if we were secure from being either 
overheard or interrupted. When I had tran¬ 
quillized him on both particulars, he briefly 
stated the reasons which impelled him, and the 
persons with whom he acted, to attempt the 
restoration of the Queen Caroline Matilda. He 
protested that no sentiments of private interest 
or ambition, and still less of revenge, stimulated 
his conduct. Nor did he disguise the dangers of 
the enterprize. But the deplorable condition of 
his country, under a king fallen into a state of 
total imbecility; the administration of which 
kingdom was committed, by its rulers, to a mi¬ 
nistry without vigour or capacity; demanded, he 
said, the exertions of every good subject to effect 
its extrication. He candidly admitted the errors 
and imprudence which had produced the cata¬ 
strophe of January 1779; but he added, that 
adversity had no doubt instructed the young 
queen. Above all he deplored the rupture of 
that antient political connexion between Den¬ 
mark and England, which had followed the se¬ 
vere treatment experienced by a British princess, 
sister of George the Third. 

After thus justifying the principles by which he 
was actuated, he assured me, that so soon as her 
majesty should have signified her consent to, and 
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her co-operation in the measures necessary to be 
adopted for her restoration, she should receive 
from the party with whom he was connected the 
most convincing proofs of their ability to replace 
her on the throne. “ My affairs,” concluded he, 
“call me to Copenhagen, where my presence may 
be eminently useful to the cause. But I will to¬ 
morrow introduce you to the Baron de Bulow, 
and from him you will receive your instructions.” 
With the last-named nobleman (to whom Mon¬ 
sieur de Schimmelman made me known on the 
evening following our interview) 1 settled every 
part of the plan. Bulow, though a Danish subject, 
was of Hanoverian extraction, and joined to great 
caution, calmness as well as ability. He had 
been master of the horse to the queen, and en¬ 
joyed her confidence. No man could be better 
acquainted with her character, virtues, and de¬ 
fects. “ Our first objects,” observed he, “ are 
limited to knowing that she is disposed to return 
to Copenhagen; where, during the king’s inca¬ 
pacity, and the minority of her son, she must be 
invested with supreme authority. It would be 
attended with too great risk to commit any mat¬ 
ters to paper, as you might be intercepted on 
your road to Zell. We must therefore leave you 
to draw up a proper letter for her majesty, con¬ 
formable to our ideas, subsequent to your arrival 
there. The mode and time of effecting its recep¬ 
tion by the queen must likewise be submitted to 
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your own judgment. But every possible pre¬ 
caution should be adopted to prevent suspicion. 
In particular, beware of the Princess of Bruns- 
wic, who, though sister to the queen, is attach¬ 
ed to the interests of the family with which she 
is allied by marriage. Her husband’s aunt, Ju¬ 
liana Maria, Queen Dowager of Denmark, now 
governs that country, in conjunction with her 
son Prince Frederic. The only credentials which 
I can venture to give you, are the impression in 
wax of a seal: but, the instant that her majesty 
sees it, she will know that you are come from me , 
and she will lend implicit confidence to all you 
lay before her. If she consents to co-operate with 
us, she will of course endeavour to interest her 
brother in the cause. Without his approbation, 
if not his aid, we cannot long maintain, though 
we may effect, a revolution. These points con¬ 
stitute the outline of your instructions: but, in 
a negotiation of such difficulty, as well as peril, 
much of the execution must depend on circum¬ 
stances, and your own discretion.” 

Having at length in repeated conferences ma¬ 
tured all our ideas, and having likewise calcu¬ 
lated the time which my mission would require, 
as well as fixed the day, hour, and place when 
and where I should meet the baron on my re¬ 
turn to Hamburgh, I prepared for my departure. 
Taking the direct road to Zell, instead of that 
leading through Bremen, by which I had arrived 
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at Hamburgh, I reached my destination on the 
morning of the 9th of October; and learned as 
soon as I alighted from the carriage, not without 
concern, that the hereditary Princess of Brunswic 
was then on a visit to her sister. Having never¬ 
theless written to the Baron de Seckendorf, one 
of the queen’s chamberlains, through whom all 
presentations were made to her; I acquainted 
him, that as I was on my return to England by 
Hanover, I had been charged by Mr. Mathias 
with a letter for her majesty. I received soon 
afterwards, as I had anticipated would probably 
happen, an invitation to. dine at court on the 
same day. No sooner had I accomplished this 
first object, than I drew up a letter to the queen, 
in which I briefly but accurately enumerated all 
the particulars which have been already stated in 
the present narrative. The names of the two 
principal persons by whom I was deputed to wait 
on her, and the credential entrusted to me, I re¬ 
served till I should receive her answer. One very 
embarrassing circumstance yet remained. The 
etiquette of the court of Zell was, that all stran¬ 
gers who had the honour of being admitted to 
the royal table were received by her majesty in 
her drawing-room, a short time before dinner. 
When the ladies and gentlemen who composed 
her household had assembled, the queen repaired 
thither; the persons present forming a small cir¬ 
cle, till dinner was announced. In this circle, 
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with the eyes of so many individuals directed 
towards me, among whom, as I knew, would be 
the Princess of Brunswic, I must of necessity 
present my letter. Its contents might agitate 
the queen; perhaps so powerfully, as to excite 
an emotion in her manner or countenance, capa¬ 
ble of betraying the nature of my errand. In 
order to obviate such a disaster, I adopted there¬ 
fore the following expedient. 

After drawing up my letter, I wrote on a sheet 
of paper, so placed that she must of necessity cast 
her eye upon it, before she could peruse any other 
part of the enclosure, these, or nearly these words. 
“As the contents of the present letter regard 
your majesty’s highest and dearest interests; and 
as the slightest indication or suspicion of its na¬ 
ture might prove fatal to its object; it is ear¬ 
nestly entreated that your majesty will be pleased 
to reserve the perusal till you are alone. It is 
particularly incumbent to conceal it from her 
royal highness the Princess of Brunswic, who will 
be present at its reception.” When I had finished 
all my preparations, I repaired in a sedan chair 
to the castle, at half-past one, as the queen 
sate down at two to table. The company, con¬ 
sisting of ten or more persons of both sexes, 
were already met; and in a few minutes, her 
majesty, accompanied by her sister, entered the 
apartment. She advanced with a quick step to¬ 
wards me, and holding out her hand, “ I am glad 
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to see you here again,” said she; “ I understand 
that you have a letter for me from Mr. Mathias.” 
“ I have, madam,” answered I, “which he wish¬ 
ed me to deliver to your majesty. I believe it 
regards the company of comedians who are pre¬ 
paring to arrive here.” At the same time I 
presented it, and the queen instantly withdrew to 
one of the windows, a few paces distant, in order 
to peruse it. The Princess of Brunswic then 
accosted me, asking a variety of questions relative 
to Hamburgh. I contrived to answer them, 
though my attention was internally directed to¬ 
wards the queen ; who, after reading the lines 
prefixed, hastily put the letter into her pocket. 
She then rejoined us, — for I was standing out of 
the circle, engaged in conversation with her sister, 
—and attempted to mix in the discourse. But her 
face had become of a scarlet colour, and she mani¬ 
fested so much discomposure, that I felt no little 
uneasiness lest it should excite remark. Fortu¬ 
nately, at that moment dinner was announced, 
and we followed the two princesses into the eat¬ 
ing-room. The whole transaction did not last 
more than five or six minutes, from its commence¬ 
ment to its close. The queen and princess were 
always seated at dinner in two splendid arm-chairs, 
towards the middle of one of the long sides of the 
table, separated by a space of nearly two feet 
from each other. I was placed opposite to them. 
During the repast her majesty soon recovered her 
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gaiety and presence of mind, keeping me in con¬ 
tinual conversation, as did the princess. But no 
sooner was the dessert served, than the former 
pushing back her chair, drew out my letter; and 
holding it in heir lap, read it from beginning 
to end; raising her head from time to time, utter¬ 
ing a few words, and then resuming her occupa¬ 
tion. This act of imprudent curiosity and im¬ 
patience naturally alarmed me. However, we 
soon repaired again to the drawing-room, where 
the royal sisters having taken coffee, while the 
company stood round, afterwards retired. I re¬ 
turned to the inn, and waited till I should hear 
from the queen. 

Scarcely had night closed in, when the Baron 
de Seckendorf arrived. “ I am sent,” said he, “ by 
her majesty, who has been pleased to select me 
as ai person entirely devoted to her service, and 
whom she has entrusted with the secret of your 
letter. She enjoins me to assure you that she has 
perused it with the strongest emotions; that she 
is fully disposed to believe every word which it 
contains, and not less ardently impelled by duty, 
as well as by inclination, to comply with its re¬ 
quisitions. Most willingly would she grant you 
an audience this very night; but the attempt, 
while her sister is in the castle, would be attended 
with too much hazard, if not with certain dis¬ 
covery. She therefore desires you to deliver to 
me the credential which you have brought with 
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you, and to communicate to me the names of the 
two individuals by whom you have been deputed 
to address her. She will transmit you, through 
me, her answer without delay, well knowing how 
improper it would be to detain you here, and 
how many suspicions it would occasion.” Thus 
authorized, I without hesitation gave the baron 
the proofs demanded. On my part I made two 
requests to her majesty: first, that she would 
return me the letter which I had addressed to 
her, in order that by putting it into the Baron de 
Bulow’s hands, he might be satisfied that I had 
thoroughly comprehended, and faithfully as well 
as accurately conveyed, the important message con¬ 
fided to me: secondly, that as circumstances pre¬ 
cluded me from being admitted to an interview 
with her, she would send me some credential,, 
which, like the impression of Bulow’s seal, might 
testify her full consent and approbation to the 
project for her restoration. On the following day, 
Seckendorf brought me an explicit verbal reply 
on her part to the propositions which I had made; 
declaring that she was not only ready to co¬ 
operate with the Danish nobility in every effort 
for effecting the object in question, but would, 
whenever it should be thought advisable, address 
her brother, his Britannic Majesty, to entreat his 
powerful support. At the same time he delivered 
into my hand the impression of a seal, affixed by 
herself, bearing the initials of her name, Caroline 
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Matilda, together with a superscription in her 
own hand-writing; both which testimonials the 
Baron de Bulow would reeognize, whenever they 
were submitted to his inspection. She added 
her anxious wishes for my speedy return, using 
proper precautions to conceal my next arrival at 
Zell. Lastly, Seckendorf restored to me the let¬ 
ter which I had addressed to the queen. 

Having thus accomplished all the practicable 
objects of my mission, I set out immediately for 
Hanover. Then taking a cross road through an 
unfrequented part of the electorate, I arrived on 
the southern bank of the Elbe, and passed over 
from Harburg to the city of Hamburgh. On the 
day previously settled with the Baron de Bulow, 
I went to the place of rendezvous; a public walk 
in the most populous quarter of the town. I had 
not been there more than a few minutes, when I 
perceived him. As soon as he saw me, he turned; 
and I followed him through a number of streets, 
till we mounted the ramparts. Having reached 
a remote bastion, he stopped, embraced me, and 
demanded news of my success. I minutely re¬ 
counted every particular, concluding with the 
credential delivered me by Seckendorf from the 
queen, which I presented him. He instantly 
knew her superscription, as well as cypher. After 
a long conversation, we parted; but not till we 
had fixed on another meeting, at which it was 
finally determined that I should return a third 
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time to Zell. “ My associates,” said Bulow, “ to 
whom I have communicated the results of your 
late visit, are perfectly satisfied with every part of 
the negotiation. But, before we can with pru¬ 
dence proceed to effect the projected revolution, 
it is indispensable that we should receive the ap¬ 
probation, and if possible, the aid, of his Britannic 
Majesty. We trust that the queen will dispatch 
you as her agent to England, and will support 
with all her exertions the application to her bro¬ 
ther. Without that co-operation we shall want 
our best guarantee for the permanence of our 
success. Our means are fully adequate to pro¬ 
duce the change in the government, and to place 
the queen Caroline Matilda at its head. Besides 
our numerous and powerful friends in Copen¬ 
hagen, we have the Viceroy of Norway in our 
interests, and the two Governors of Gluckstadt 
and Rendsburg, which cities constitute the keys 
of Holstein and Sleswic. We want only the name 
and protection of George the Third, to secure us 
from every possible re-action.” 

Feeling strongly the justice of Bulow’s opinions, 
I instantly prepared to set out anew for my former 
destination. In conformity to his ideas, I sketched 
the outline of another letter to the queen; but, so 
ambiguously drawn up as to be wholly unintel- 
* ligible, in case that any accident should befall me 
on my journey. Previous to my departure, the 
baron, whom it deeply imported to know from 
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my own mouth, after quitting Zell, every circum¬ 
stance attending my reception, and the part which 
her majesty would take in facilitating the enter- 
prize, determined, at whatever personal risk, to 
meet me before I should quit Germany on my 
way to England. But, as my return a third time 
to Hamburgh,, must have been most imprudent, 
if not dangerous, we adopted another plan. On 
the road between that city and Zell, about mid¬ 
way, stood a solitary post-house, called Zahren- 
dorf, in a wood of the same name. No place 
could be better chosen for our interview, its situa¬ 
tion precluding all probability of discovery or in¬ 
terruption. Having therefore calculated the time 
requisite for my mission with as much accuracy 
as possible, we fixed on Zahrendorf for our ren¬ 
dezvous; agreeing, that he who arrived first 
should wait the appearance of the other. 

My arrangements being now completed, I com¬ 
menced my third visit to Zell; but, apprehensive 
of exciting observation if I should be seen so 
frequently to take the same road, I made a cir¬ 
cuit by the city of Lunenburgh. Arriving in 
the middle of the night at Zell, on the 24th of 
October, I gave a French name to the centinel 
at the gate, describing myself as a merchant. 
Then proceeding round the walls, I drove, not, as 
before, to the great inn in the principal street of 
the place, but to an obscure public-house, situate 
in the suburb of Hanover, denominated the 
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“ Sand Krug.” The Baron de Seckendorf having 
gone on the preceding day to Hanover, I dis¬ 
patched an express to hasten his return. I learn¬ 
ed, however, with no small satisfaction, that the 
Princess of Brunswic was not at Zell; and before 
I awoke on the ensuing morning, Seckendorf 
presented himself at my bedside. I delivered 
him the letter which I had drawn up for the 
queen, communicating to her the wishes and 
opinions of the Danish nobility engaged in her 
cause. Scarcely four hours afterwards, Secken¬ 
dorf came again to me. “ The queen,” said he, 
“having thoroughly weighed the contents of 
your dispatch, is determined to see you without 
delay. Her sister’s absence favours her design. 
Go instantly to the “ Jardin Fran^ais,” not dis¬ 
tant from hence. In the centre stands a small 
pavilion. Her majesty, attended only by one 
lady, who is wholly devoted to her interests, will 
be there in a very short time. You may then 
converse unreservedly upon every point.” I fol¬ 
lowed his directions, and had not been more than 
ten minutes in the pavilion, when I saw the royal 
coach drive up to the garden-gate. The queen 
alighting, sent it away, together with her domes¬ 
tics ; but, the weather being fine, she preferred 
walking, rather than remaining in the pavilion. 
She then entered on business, having first assured 
me that she could rely on the fidelity of her at¬ 
tendant; while, as she was entirely ignorant of 
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the English language, her presence would not in¬ 
terpose any restraint on our conversation. 

“ I was,” proceeded she, “ perfectly prepared 
for the contents of your letter, and I am ready to 
comply with every demand made in it. To the 
king my brother I will write in the most pressing 
terms, laying before him the plan for my restora¬ 
tion, expresting at the same time my conviction 
of its solidity; and urging him to contribute to¬ 
wards its success, not only by his consent and 
approbation, but, if necessary, by extending to it 
pecuniary assistance. I trust his Britannic Ma¬ 
jesty will receive you graciously, and admit you 
to his presence. But, as there must be inter¬ 
mediate persons to whom the negotiation will 
necessarily be committed, I tiiall address letters 
to two noblemen in London. The first is the 
Earl of Suffolk, who, besides that he fills the post 
of secretary for the foreign department, has al¬ 
ways shewn me distinguishing marks of atten¬ 
tion. He is the only member of the cabinet 
from whom I have received any such proofs of 
regard. I have no doubt that he will give you a 
favourable reception. But I shall likewise write 
to another individual, who is at this time in Eng¬ 
land, and warmly devoted to my interests. I 
mean, the Baron de Lichtenstein, marshal of the 
court of Hanover. He enjoys not only the king’s 
personal favour, but is admitted constantly to the 
private parties at the queen’s hoiise, which afford 
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him facilities of approaching his majesty, not 
open to any of the ministers. Nevertheless I 
shall not disclose the affair, either to Lord Suffolk 
or to Lichtenstein; simply stating to each that 
you will wait on them from me, on a matter of 
consequence; adding, that they may give implicit 
confidence to every fact which you shall lay be¬ 
fore them in my name, and on my behalf. As, 
however, the composition of my letter to the 
king demands time and consideration; bang 
likewise well aware of the danger which may 
arise from your remaining here; I have resolved 
on not detaining you. My three letters shall be 
transmitted to England, by the regular Hano¬ 
verian courier, in the course of a few days; and 
on your arrival in London, you will find the 
ground prepared for your appearance. Assure 
the Baron de Bulow, when you meet him at Zah- 
rendorf, that I will exert every effort to accele¬ 
rate the happy conclusion of the enterprize.” The 
queen finished by giving me some secret instruc¬ 
tions, in case of my being admitted to an audience 
of George the Third. She then allowed me to 
withdraw. Our conversation, which lasted about 
an hour, impressed me with a strong conviction 
of her capacity. 

Returning to the inn, I prepared for my de¬ 
parture as soon as night should allow me to quit 
Zell; and I got to Zahrendorf at one in the af¬ 
ternoon on the following day. The Baron de 
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Bulow was not arrived, and I patiently waited 
therefore his appearance. About four o’clock he 
came, wrapped up in a cloak which concealed his 
person, alone, on a common post-waggon. Accord¬ 
ing to our preconcerted agreement, he enquired 
if there were any travellers in the post-house; 
and the master acquainting him that a person was 
abov©^ stairs, he sent up a compliment, requesting 
leave to join my company. We remained to¬ 
gether till one on the ensuing morning, when he 
quitted me, and returned to Altona by the same 
conveyance. I pursued my journey soon after 
daylight; and from the town of Nienburg, which I 
reached in twenty-four hours, I wrote by the post, 
under Seckendorf’s cover, to her majesty, inform¬ 
ing her of Bulow’s satisfaction at the measures 
adopted by her. I then took the road of Osna- 
brugh and Munster; continued my route through 
Cleves, to Nimeguen, and descended the river 
Maese to Rotterdam. It was not till the 15th of 
November that I arrived in London. 

Next morning, having repaired to Lord Suf¬ 
folk’s residence in Downing-street, his private 
secretary acquainted me, that his lordship being 
then confined by a severe fit of the gout, unless 
my business admitted of communication through 
a third person, I must defer it till the secretary of 
state should be able to grant me an interview. I 
therefore proceeded immediately to the Baron de 
Lichtenstein’s lodgings in Chidleigh-court, Fall- 
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MalL He received me with great cordiality. 
“ The Queen of Denmark,” said he, “ has writ¬ 
ten to me, and refers me in her letter entirely 
to you for information upon every point; but 
the king has been pleased to communicate to 
me her majesty’s dispatch to himself, which ren¬ 
ders me master of the whole affair. It is one of 
no slight importance, and will require mature 
consideration. Meanwhile I will inform his ma¬ 
jesty of your arrival. As he permits me to form 
one of his small evening circle, I enjoy the means 
of laying before him many matters, and of receiv¬ 
ing his orders. Be assured of my zeal in every 
particular which can affect the honour, or the in¬ 
terests, of the Queen Matilda.” At our next 
meeting, which took place a few days afterwards, 
he delivered me the king’s commands. “ His 
majesty,” said Lichtenstein, “ having considered 
the nature and delicacy of the mission entrusted 
to you, enjoins you not to return to Lord Suffolk. 
The business must be managed and negotiated 
exclusively through me. Nor will the king admit 
you to any personal audience; because, though 
all cordiality has ceased between him and the 
Danish court or government ever since his sis¬ 
ter’s arrest, yet, as the relations of peace and 
amity still subsist between the two crowns, he 
wishes to retain the power of denying, in case 
of any unforeseen accident, that he has seen or 
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received an agent sent for die purpose of effect* 
ing her restoration. But it is his majesty’s plea¬ 
sure that you should transmit to him through 
me a full and minute account, on paper, of the 
whole transaction. He will then be better ena¬ 
bled to form a judgment on the part which it 
may become him ultimately to take in it. I shall 
write to her majesty on the subject, and exhort 
her t6 patience. You ought to do the same, both 
to her and to her friends in Denmark. Time 
must be allowed for deliberation.” 

In consequence of Lichtenstein’s directions, I 
drew up a narrative of the business, which he de¬ 
livered to the king; and I wrote both to Secken- 
dorf and to Bulow, in the spirit that the baron 
had indicated. Great impatience was nevertheless 
displayed in the replies made me from Zell, as 
well as from Altona. Lichtenstein meanwhile 
continued the negotiation at the queen’s house, 
though with so little apparent progress that I 
more than once despaired of a successful issue; 
his majesty expressing an insuperable reluctance 
to commit himself by any act which, if it be¬ 
came known, could be construed as an infraction 
of the treaties subsisting between the courts of 
London and Copenhagen. Towards the middle 
of January 1775, the affair however assumed a 
more auspicious aspect; and on the 3rd of the 
following month, the baron delivered to me, in 
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Chidleigh-court, a paper containing four articles. 
They were drawn up in French, by the king's 
permission, and with his sanction. 

By the first, his majesty declared that the at¬ 
tempt to restore the queen his sister to the 
throne of Denmark had his approbation and con¬ 
sent; only annexing to it a stipulation, that in 
case of its successful issue, no act of severity 
should be exercised against any of the individuals 
who were actually in possession of power* They 
were simply to be ordered to retire to their re¬ 
spective palaces, or places of residence. By the 
second his majesty promised that as soon as the 
revolution was effected, his minister at Copen¬ 
hagen should be directed to declare that it had 
been done with his co-operation. By the third, 
though, he refused to make any pecuniary ad¬ 
vances for facilitating the enterprize, yet he gua¬ 
ranteed the re-payment of such sums as should 
necessarily be expended in procuring the Queen 
Caroline Matilda’s return to Denmark. By the 
fourth, he engaged that when the revolution 
should be completed, he would maintain it, if 
requisite, by the forces of Great Britain. 

This paper the Baron de Lichtenstein signed, 
and having enclosed it in a cover, sealed the 
pacquet with his coat of arms. I was then direct¬ 
ed to carry it, first to the queen at Zell, who 
would instantly recognize his signature and seal. 
Her majesty was empowered to open and peruse 
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the articles; after which they were to be sealed 
up anew by her,.. and committed to my care. 
Finally, I was commissioned to convey them to 
the Baron de Bulow at Altona. 

Having received this deposit, I left London on 
the same night for Harwich; landed on the 6th 
of February at Helvoetsluys; and pursuing my 
journey with as little delay as the inclemency of 
the season admitted, by the straight road to Han¬ 
over, I reached Deventer without much impe¬ 
diment. But, here my difficulties commenced. 
On Sunday morning, the 12th of February, at 
daybreak, I got to the bank of the little river 
Diiickel, which there separates Westphalia from 
the Dutch dominions. In a wretched hut, where 
men, women, oxen, and pigs were all crowded 
together, and in which no sustenance was to be 
procured, I found the royal Hanoverian courier, 
stopped on his way from England towards the 
electoral capital. He had been detained above 
forty hours by the inundation of the Dinckel, 
which, from a rivulet, had become, in conse¬ 
quence of the late incessant rains, a most for¬ 
midable flood. He dissuaded me from attempt¬ 
ing to cross it; but, the landlord offering to 
mount one of the four horses that drew the car¬ 
riage, and assuring me that the deep part of the 
river did not exceed twelve or fourteen paees, 
where the horses must swim, I determined to 
risk the passage. Every precaution being taken. 
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we drove off from the inn about noon. I got 
into the carnage, put my dispatches into my bo¬ 
som, and we plunged into the stream. The vio¬ 
lence of the current had much subsided, in conse¬ 
quence of the suspension of the rain. In less 
than one minute the danger was over, and we 
touched the ground. I soon arrived at Bentheim. 
Nevertheless I was overturned on the same night, 
not far from the town of Rheine, in the bishopric 
of Munster, and compelled to return for shelter 
to that place; but I escaped without injury, 
though one of the glasses of my carriage was 
broken by the shock. Still greater obstacles 
awaited me beyond Osnabrugh, at the river 
Weser, which was swelled to a prodigious size. 
The country on every side presented the appear¬ 
ance of a deluge. My carriage being, however, 
placed in a boat, I passed over in about an hour 
and a half. After encountering great inconveni¬ 
ence, peril, and delay, I got to Hanover on the 
16th of February; and the succeeding night I 
arrived at Ze11. In traversing Europe, from the 
frontiers of Lapland to Naples, I never under¬ 
went any dangers or fatigues which could en¬ 
ter into comparison with those that attended 
me while carrying my dispatches to Caroline 
Matilda. 

On the ensuing morning I acquainted Secken- 
dorf that I was returned to my concealment at 
the inn in the suburbs. He received me with 
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testimonies of joy, and assured me that the 
queen’s impatience to converse with me on the 
subject of my mission to England would not 
allow her to postpone it beyond the same after¬ 
noon. The Princess of Bninswic being happily 
absent, left her mistress of her actions. She had 
in her service a valet de chambre, named Mantel, a 
German, of approved fidelity, to whom was en¬ 
trusted the commission of conducting me to her. 
I delivered to the baron the pacquet confided to 
my care by Lichtenstein, which he carried to her 
majesty. According to the directions given me 
by Seckendorf, I quitted the “ Sand Krug ” on 
hearing the castle dock strike the hour of four, 
wrapped in my great-coat, and walked to the 
drawbridge. In the great quadrangle I found 
Mantel. He led me nearly round the castle, 
through private passages; and opening the door 
of a room into which he admitted me, he left me 
alone. It was a spacious apartment, the win¬ 
dows of which commanded a view over the gar¬ 
dens of the castle; and I had scarcely leisure to 
cast my eye round, when the queen entered with¬ 
out any attendant. My interview with her lasted 
till near a quarter past six, during all which time 
we stood in the embrasure of one of the windows. 
As I had then an opportunity of closely exa¬ 
mining her countenance and person, it being 
broad daylight, I shall add a few words on that 
subject, though I have elsewhere described her. 
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Her charms consisted principally in her youth 
and embonpoint. Like the king her brother, she 
betrayed a hurry in her articulation, when agi¬ 
tated or eager; but which peculiarity rather aug¬ 
mented, than diminished, her attractions. Her 
manners were very ingratiating; noble, yet cal¬ 
culated to win those who approached her. In¬ 
deed, towards me, who was engaged at the hazard 
of my life in endeavours to replace her on the 
throne, it was natural that she should express 
much good-will and condescension. I say, to re¬ 
place her on the throne; because it was not merely 
the crown matrimonial, to which she would have 
been restored. Christian the Seventh being in a 
state of hopeless imbecility, it necessarily follow¬ 
ed, that if she returned to Denmark, she must 
have been invested with the supreme authority 
as regent during her son’s minority. 

The queen began our conversation by lament¬ 
ing that her brother had not admitted me to an 
audience, as it might have afforded me the occa¬ 
sion of stating to him facts and circumstances 
which could never be so well related or impressed 
by the pen. Nor did she express less concern at 
his refusing to support her cause, and aid her 
return to Copenhagen, with immediate pecuniary 
assistance. She hoped, however, that the other 
stipulations which I had brought from England 
might satisfy the party engaged in her interests. 
With great animation she assured me, that no 
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sentiment of revenge or enmity towards the Queen 
dowager. Prince Frederic, or any of the indi¬ 
viduals who had arrested and imprisoned her, 
would ever actuate her conduct. The mention 
of their names naturally led her to speak of the 
memorable night, the 15th of January 1772, 
when she fell a victim to her imprudence and 
want of precaution. I would have avoided such 
a topic, for obvious reasons; but she entered on it 
with so much determination, that I could only 
listen while she recounted to me all the extra¬ 
ordinary occurrences which befell her; not omit¬ 
ting names and particulars respecting herself, of 
the most private nature. I am, however, far from 
meaning that she made any disclosure unbecom¬ 
ing a woman of honour and delicacy. Soon after 
six, she prepared to leave me, as her absence, she 
said, might excite enquiry. Mantel then returned, 
and conducted me to a chamber in a distant part 
of the castle. There I remained till night closed 
in; when he led me to a private staircase, by 
which I descended into the great court, and got 
back, undiscovered, to my quarters. 

Having received from Seckendorf, on the fol¬ 
lowing day, the pacquet which I had brought 
over from England, enclosed by the queen in a 
second cover, and sealed with her cypher, I set 
off for Hamburgh, the country being still inun¬ 
dated on every side. I reached that city never¬ 
theless on the 21st of February ; but, on account 
vol. i. 2 d 
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of the precautions necessary to be adopted, Bulow 
and I did not meet before the 23rd; when I de¬ 
livered him the articles, which he perused several 
times, not without some expression of disappoint¬ 
ment. “They must, however,”said he, “be trans¬ 
mitted to our friends at Copenhagen with as little 
delay as possible, and we must wait their reply.” 
At our next interview, having acquainted me 
with the difficulty which occurred of finding a 
person to whom such a commission could be safely 
confided, I offered instantly to undertake itan 
offer that unquestionably evinced more zeal than 
prudence. Bulow accepted my proposal; but, on 
consulting his associates, they observed, that the 
re-appearance of an Englishman in the Danish 
capital, who had visited it scarcely ten months 
antecedently, and whose stay at Hamburgh must 
be matter of notoriety, would inevitably expose 
the whole attempt to danger of discovery. The 
intention was therefore laid aside; and another 
individual, a gentleman whose name was never 
imparted to me, repaired to Copenhagen, carrying 
with him a copy of Lichtenstein’s paper. I re¬ 
mained at Hamburgh till his return, which took 
place on the 14th of March, without his expe¬ 
riencing any accident; and Bulow then imparted 
to me the sentiments of his friends, respecting the 
articles which I had brought from London. 

With the first, and the fourth, they expressed 
the utmost satisfaction. Nor did they complain 
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of the third, though they regretted that the king 
would not contribute, by any present donation of 
money, to facilitate his sister’s restoration. But 
against the second article they protested, as only 
holding out to them a support, of which, when 
extended, they should no longer stand in need. 
“ We are quite powerful enough,” said they, “ to 
effect the proposed revolution : but, we may not 
possess sufficient force to maintain it. The king 
only promises that his minister shall declare the 
attempt to have been undertaken with his sove¬ 
reign’s co-operation, after it has been successfully 
performed. Now we want the declaration to be made 
at the time that it is carrying into execution. For, 
when we arrest the queen dowager, her son, and 
the principal members of the government, all 
Copenhagen will direct their eyes towards the 
hotel of the English minister. If he shuts his 
gates, and takes no part whatever, the ministerial 
adherents will infer that his master neither knows 
of, nor participates in the success of the enter- 
prize. They may rally. Mid resume the ascendant. 
But if, while we occupy the royal palace; the 
British diplomatic agent goes openly to. court, 
announces that the whole proceeding has the 
sanction of his Britannic Majesty, and declares 
that he will maintain it, all opposition must cease 
from that instant. It is therefore indispensable to 
make new exertions in London, for obtaining the 
acquiescence of the king in our present demand.” 

2 d 2 
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There was likewise one other concession which 
it seemed essential to secure, before they proceed¬ 
ed to strike the blow. And this last point re¬ 
garded, not the King of England, hut the Queen 
Matilda. Her personal appearance at Copenhagen, 
as expeditiously as possible, after her adherents 
should have changed the government, would un¬ 
questionably operate powerfully to confirm the 
new order of things. During the summer months, 
the queen, who was young and active, might 
arrive in five days from Zell, in the capital of 
Denmark, unless very unexpected impediments 
prevented her from crossing the Great Belt, which 
separates the two islands of Zealand and Funen. 
It could not admit of a doubt, that her presence 
must contribute to repress any attempt at over¬ 
turning the revolution effected in her favour. 
But would she trust her life a second time among 
those enemies from whom her brother had with 
difficulty rescued her; and that, too, before her 
friends could be considered as wholly secure from 
danger of counter-action ? In order to obtain 
these two assurances, one from his Britannic ma¬ 
jesty, the other from the queen, I therefore pre¬ 
pared again to revisit Zell and London. Before 
however I set out, Bulow drew up a letter ad¬ 
dressed to the king, in the names of all the 
nobility engaged in the undertaking; demon¬ 
strating the expediency, if not the necessity, of 
authorizing his minister at Copenhagen, to come 
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forward without delay, at the time when his 
sister’s party should render , themselves masters of 
the government. Bulow wrote likewise to the 
queen, entreating her to sustain with all her exer¬ 
tions the request made to her brother; and stat¬ 
ing the importance of her personally repairing to 
the scene of action by the quickest mode of con¬ 
veyance, the instant she should be apprized by 
them of their success. 

*. Furnished with these credentials, I once more 
left Hamburgh, on Tuesday the 21st of March, 
and arrived the ensuing night at Zell; concealing 
myself, as before, in the suburbs. Anticipating 
my return as probable, I had settled with Secken- 
dorf the name that I would give in at the gate; 
by which means the queen, who ordered the list 
of all travellers to be.brought her every morning, 
became apprized of my approach before I an¬ 
nounced it to the baron. She immediately sent 
Mantel to acquaint me that her sister was then 
in the castle, and would not return to Brunswic 
till the ensuing Saturday. Her majesty there¬ 
fore laid her injunctions on me to keep myself 
concealed; adding, that as soon as the princess 
should quit Zell, she would immediately admit 
me to her presence. Having transmitted to her 
Bulow’s letter, I consequently waited her com¬ 
mands. But, on the subsequent morning, it was 
determined that I should he introduced into the 
castle on the same night. As this was my last 
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interview with that princess, I shall relate mi¬ 
nutely the particulars. 

I set out before eight, at which hour. Mantel 
engaged, to meet me. The weather, was most 
tempestuous, accompanied with rain, and such 
darkness as rendered it difficult to discern any ob¬ 
ject. When I got to the drawbridge, no valet ap¬ 
peared ; and a few moments afterwards, the guard 
being relieved, passed close to me. Wrapped in 
my great-coat, I waited, not without considerable 
anxiety. At length Mantel arrived. He said 
not a word, but, covering me all over with his 
large German cloak, and holding an umbrella 
over our heads, he led me in silence through the 
arch, into the area of the castle, from whence 
he conducted me to the queen’s library. There 
he left me, exhorting me to patience, it being 
uncertain at what hour her majesty could quit 
her company. The room was lighted up, and 
the bookcases opened. In about thirty minutes 
the queen entered the apartment. She was ele¬ 
gantly dressed in crimson satin, and either had, 
or impressed me as having, an air of majesty, 
mingled with condescension, altogether unlike an 
ordinary woman of condition. Our interview 
lasted nearly two hours. She assured me that 
she would write the letter demanded by the 
Danish nobility, to her brother, before she re¬ 
tired to rest; and would urge in the most pressing 
terms a compliance with the request made to 
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him by JBulow in the name of his party. “ As to 
the question which he puts to me,” added she, 
“ whether I would be ready to set out for Copen¬ 
hagen on the first intimation of their success; 
assure him that I am disposed to share every 
hazard with my friends, and to quit this place 
at the shortest notice. But he must remember 
that I am not mistress of my own actions. I live 
here under the King of England’s protection, in 
his castle, and in his dominions. I cannot leave 
Zell without his consent and approbation. To 
obtain that permission, shall form one of the prin¬ 
cipal objects of my letter to him.” She then 
mentioned to me, for the first time, a circum¬ 
stance which gave her much concern, as she ap¬ 
prehended it might retard, or wholly impede, the 
success of my negotiation in London. “ The 
Baron de Lichtenstein,” said the queen, “ informs 
me that he is about to quit England, on his 
return to Hanover. I fear he may be gone be¬ 
fore you arrive. His absence must be injurious 
to my interests; as, besides his attachment to me, 
his access to the king gave him opportunities 
of aiding my cause, which no other individual 
enjoys, or can supply. I shall nevertheless write 
to him; and he has promised me, that in case 
of his departure before you reach London, he will 
take care to leave instructions for regulating your 
conduct.” 

These material points being settled, our conver- 
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sation took a wider range; and as her majesty 
manifested no disposition to terminate it, we re¬ 
mained together till near eleven, when I ventured 
to ask her if it was her pleasure that I should 
retire. She acquiesced, having first enjoined me 
to keep her constantly, as well as minutely in¬ 
formed, upon every occurrence that arose; though 
she hoped that my absence would be of short 
duration. When ready to leave me, she opened 
the door, but retained it a minute in her hand, as 
if willing to protract her stay. She never perhaps 
looked more engaging than on that night, in that 
attitude, and in that dress. Her countenance, 
animated with the prospect of her approaching 
emancipation from Zell, (which was in fact only 
a refuge and an exile,) and anticipating her resto¬ 
ration to the throne of Denmark, was lighted 
up with smiles; and she appeared to be in the 
highest health. Yet, if futurity could have been 
unveiled to us, we should have seen behind the 
door which she held in her hand, the “fell ana¬ 
tomy,” as Constance calls him, already raising his 
dart to strike her. Within seven weeks from 
that day she yielded her last breath. As soon as 
the queen left me. Mantel came again, and wrap¬ 
ping me up as before, conducted me out of the 
castle; after which he led me by unfrequented 
ways back to my obscure inn. The darkness and 
the weather greatly favoured me. Next day, I 
received from Seckendorf her majesty’s letter for 
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the king her brother. Having completed every 
object of my mission, after writing to the Baron 
de Bnlow, and acquainting him with all the par¬ 
ticulars of my interview with the queen, I began 
my journey to England. Westphalia no longer 
presented the same impediments. Taking the 
direct road through Holland, and travelling with 
expedition, I reached Helvoetsluys on the 1st 
day of April. Embarking immediately, though 
I was forty-eight hours on my passage, I got to 
London on the 5th of that month, 1775. 

My earliest visit was paid to Chidleigh-court, 
Pall-Mall; but the Baron de Lichtenstein had 
already quitted England, on his way to Hanover: 
an event which might justly be regarded as most 
unpropitious to the speedy success of the enter- 
prize. He had, however, left a letter for me, in 
which, while he expressed his regret at the ne¬ 
cessity of his departure, he acquainted me that 
it was his majesty’s pleasure I should deliver my 
dispatches to Monsieur Hinuber, chargS d'affaires 
dHanovre, who would immediately convey them 
to the queen's house. Hinuber, on whom I waited 
at his residence in Jermyn-street, confirmed this 
information; adding, that he had received the 
king’s commands to enclose whatever pacquets I 
might bring, in a box; to seal it up, and to 
carry it immediately to him. Charged as I was, 
not only with a letter from Zell, but likewise 
with another from Altona; and thus acting under 
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a double commission of the most serious descrip¬ 
tion ; I should perhaps have been justified in de¬ 
dining to. obey the royal orders,—at least, as far 
as regarded the dispatch entrusted to me by the 
Baron de Bulow. I complied nevertheless with 
the requisition, and gave up both my pacquets to 
Hinuber: but I accompanied them with a letter 
which I addressed to his majesty, acquainting 
him that as 1 was the depositary of many very 
important facts confided to me by his sister, and 
by Bulow, which were not of a nature to be com¬ 
mitted to paper, I ventured to hope that he 
would admit me to an audience^ in whatever way 
or manner might be most agreeable to him. I 
did not, however, indulge any sanguine expecta¬ 
tions of success in my application: first, because 
I well knew that the king had laid it down as 
a principle, to reserve to himself the power of 
denying that he had ever seen or received an 
agent from the Queen Matilda; and secondly, 
because Lichtenstein, in the letter which he left 
to direct my conduct, had expressly prepared me 
for this refusal. “ I must,” said he, “ warn you 
not to be surprized if you do not receive from 
him (George the Third) an answer. It will be 
addressed to me, at Hanover. Reasons with which 
you are well acquainted,—namely, that he will give 
nothing under his hand touching this affair, — allow 
of no other line of conduct.” 

Being thus situated, I waited till the 21st of 
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April, when Hinuber having informed me that 
he had not received any orders from his majesty 
respecting me, I wrote to the queen, to Secken- 
dor£ and to Bulow. In my letters I detailed 
every fact here related, requesting to know from 
the last-mentioned nobleman whether he and his 
friends would wish me to return to Germany; or 
to remain in London, and renew my applications 
through Hinuber to the king. His reply, dated 
the 2nd of May, reached me on the 10th of 
that month. . It stated that every preparation for 
the projected enterprise was advancing; that he 
lamented the silence hitherto observed towards 
me; but that he besought me, in the names of 
all the party, to remain where I was, and wait for 
his next dispatch. On Friday, the 19th of May, 
as I was entering my lodgings in Jermyn-street, 
my servant, who daily expected me to set out 
again for Germany, asked me whether I had 
heard “ that the queen was dead ?” Conceiving 
him to mean our own queen, I replied in the nega¬ 
tive; but he soon undeceived me, by explaining 
that he spoke of Caroline Matilda. The intelli¬ 
gence was fully confirmed to me a few minutes 
afterwards; with the additional information, that 
the king her brother having received the account 
by a messenger sent from Zell, while he was on 
horseback, had manifested strong marks of con¬ 
cern, and returned instantly to the queen’s house. 
It was not rill the 25th of May that the post 
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brought me a letter from Seckendorf, conveying 
the lamentable particulars of the same event. He 
subjoined a fact of no ordinary interest: that his 
majesty had returned an answer to his sister’s let¬ 
ter brought over by me. It was sent by the Ha* 
noverian courier, under cover to Lichtenstein, as 
that nobleman warned me would happen. He 
forwarded it without delay to her majesty; but 
she being then at the last extremity, it was never 
opened, and Lichtenstein transmitted it, with the 
seal unbroken, back to George the Third. Its 
contents have ever remained unknown. I cannot 
venture to hazard any decided conjecture on the 
subject, though I incline to believe that the reply 
was favourable. At length, on the 1st day of 
June, I received a letter from Bulow. Despair 
and consternation characterized every line. But, 
like Seckendorf’s, it contained a circumstance 
highly interesting: namely, that at the very mo¬ 
ment when the catastrophe was announced to 
him from Zell, he and the young Baron de 
Schimmelman were actually occupied in fixing 
the time, manner, and every particular requisite 
for carrying into prompt execution the project¬ 
ed plan, notwithstanding his Britannic Majesty’s 
silence. 

Thus abruptly and unexpectedly terminated 
an enterprize which, as far as human foresight 
can enable us to predict, must have been crowned 
with success; and which, if successful, must have 
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effected an important change in the political 
aspect of the North of Europe. That it would 
not have been disgraced and polluted with any 
of those sanguinary acts which characterized the 
revolution of January 1772, I may confidently 
assert. The express stipulation of George the 
Third, and the placable character of the queen his 
sister, form guarantees upon that point. That it 
would have been consummated without difficulty, 
mid almost without resistance, cannot admit of a 
doubt In the spring of 1784, the same attempt, 
made by the same individuals, or their survivors, 
was carried into complete effect, without blood¬ 
shed ; and the young prince royal, then only 
sixteen years of age, was invested with the powers 
of regent, as his mother would have been in 1775. 
That the restoration of Caroline Matilda must 
have produced most beneficial public consequences 
to Denmark, by reviving the antient, hereditary, 
natural connexion between that country and Eng¬ 
land, is incontestable. Juliana Maria, the queen 
dowager, and her son, Prince Frederic, possessed 
neither capacity nor vigour; and they had lost 
the friendship of Great Britain. Caroline Ma¬ 
tilda united considerable energy of character with 
firmness, and she wanted not judgment. But, 
youth, power, flattery, and inexperience, had over¬ 
turned her. Those persons who severely con¬ 
demn her conduct while in Denmark, forget that 
she was married at sixteen to a most imbecile, dis- 
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solute prince; and precipitated from the throne at 
the age of twenty years and six months. I pretend 
not to justify her conduct with respect to Struensee, 
either in a prudential or in a moral point of view. 
For, though I honoured the queen, I honour 
truth far above all queens; and whatever faults 
are found in these memoirs, the violation or sup¬ 
pression of truth never will be among the num¬ 
ber. But we must not measure sovereigns pre¬ 
cisely by the same principles which apply to indi¬ 
viduals. Catherine the Second is tried by her 
reign, not by her life; by her administration, 
more than by her private deportment as a woman. 
Caroline Matilda, though she did not, like Cathe¬ 
rine, exercise the sovereign authority, may claim 
from posterity hardly less indulgence. 

Even the modem history of Denmark, includ¬ 
ing the events that took place during the late 
revolutionary war,—and consequently, the destiny 
of Europe,—has been affected by the consequences 
that flowed from the imprisonment and exile 
of Caroline Matilda, followed by her premature 
death. For her brother, George the Third, im¬ 
bibed so rooted a dislike to the Danish royal 
family and alliance, that he never would listen to 
any proposition for renewing the connexion by 
marriage with the house of Oldemburg. I know 
that the present king, Frederic the Sixth, when 
prince regent, made, between 1787 and 1789, re¬ 
peated efforts to obtain the hand of an English 
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princess, leaving the selection to his Britannic 
Majesty in a great degree. Conversing on this- 
subject, in March 1791, with Hugh Elliott; who 
was then in London on leave of absence, but who 
filled the post of envoy from Great Britain at the 
court of Copenhagen; he assured me that he had 
twice proposed, by desire of the prince, his union 
with a daughter of England: but the king in* 
stantly rejected the overture. The heir of the 
Danish monarchy, thus refused, espoused, in July 
1790, the eldest daughter of Prince Charles of 
Hesse Cassel, by whom he has no male issue. 
Contrary to the true policy of Denmark, we find 
him joining with France at every period of his 
administration. Napoleon had not among his 
vassal kings a more determined ally; and that 
formidable chieftain, when, in 1806 and the fol¬ 
lowing year, he planned the invasion of this coun¬ 
try, relied with good reason on the navy of Chris¬ 
tian the Seventh, “ to transport,” as he threatened, 
** the vengeance of the Continent to our shores.” 
Hence, we may assume, took place the sanguinary 
naval engagement of Copenhagen, in 1801. "Hoc 
fonte derivata clades .” Hence, too, originated 
the siege and surrender of Copenhagen in 1807. 
Hence the loss of Norway in 1814; a kingdom 
which during successive centuries had been unit¬ 
ed to Denmark, but which is now transferred to 
" the dominion of her antient enemy; governed by 
one of Bonaparte’s lieutenants, who occupies the 
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throne of Gustavus Adolphus. Such are the ex¬ 
traordinary facts which we have witnessed in our 
time: facts, indirectly to be traced up to Caroline 
Matilda’s death. Had she been restored to Den¬ 
mark, and filled the situation of regent during 
her son’s minority, we can scarcely suppose that 
her brother would have refused to cement the 
alliance between the two crowns, by giving one 
of his daughters in marriage to the present king. 
Norway might at this hour have remained sub¬ 
ject to him, and the Danish capital would never 
have been attacked or entered by an English 
army. 

I shall subjoin a few words, personal to myself, 
respecting the Queen of Denmark. After her 
decease, Bulow, as representing the party which 
had been engaged in her cause; and Seckendorf, 
who having carried on the intercourse between 
her majesty and me, witnessed my exertions in 
her service; joined in making to the Baron de 
Lichtenstein the most pressing solicitations in 
my behalf. They entreated of him to recom¬ 
mend me to his Britannic Majesty, for remunera¬ 
tion or employment; and they did it in language 
so earnest, that even if Lichtenstein had not been 
of himself disposed to comply, he could not have 
evaded or refused to gratify their wishes. He 
was however, I have reason to believe, most de¬ 
sirous of obtaining for me some recompense. In 
fact, during the years 1775 and 1776, he wrote. 
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(as he assured me under his hand,) repeatedly to 
the king, in terms as strong as a Hanoverian sub¬ 
ject could venture to use when addressing his 
sovereign. But no reply was given. I made like¬ 
wise, myself, two applications in the course of 
those years to the king, which were delivered to 
him by persons of rank, or of consideration, who 
had means of access to his private hours. I may 
now name them. They were Viscount Barring¬ 
ton and Dr. William Hunter. He still observed, 
nevertheless, the same silence; and the whole 
transaction had long ceased to occupy my thoughts, 
when, in the last days of February 1781, nearly 
six years subsequent to the demise of Caroline 
Matilda, it most unexpectedly revived. In 1780, 
I came into parliament; and some months after¬ 
wards, as I was seated nearly behind Lord North 
in the house of commons, only a few members 
being present, and no important business in agi¬ 
tation, he suddenly turned round to me. Speak¬ 
ing in a low tone of voice, so as not to be over¬ 
heard, “ Mr. Wraxall,” said he, “ I have received 
his majesty’s commands to see and talk to you. 
He informs me that you rendered very important 
services to the late Queen of Denmark, of which 
he has related to me the particulars. He is de¬ 
sirous of acknowledging them. We must have 
some conversation together on the subject. Can 
you come to me to Bushy Park, dine, and pass 
the day?” I waited on him there, in June 1781, 
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and was received by him in his cabinet alone. 
Having most patiently heard my account of the 
enterprise in which I engaged for the Queen 
Matilda’s restoration, he asked me what remune¬ 
ration I demanded? I answered, one thousand 
guineas, as a compensation for the expence which 
I had incurred in her majesty’s service, and an 
employment. He assured me that I should have 
both. Robinson, then secretary to the treasury, 
paid me the money soon afterwards; and I con¬ 
fidently believe that Lord North would have ful¬ 
filled his promise of employing me, or rather of 
giving me a place of considerable emolument, if 
his administration had not terminated early in the 
following year 1782. I now return from this 
long digression, to the state of public affairs. 

On my landing at Dover from Paris, I received 
the intelligence of Lord Sackville’s death. I lost 
in him a zealous friend. He would have appoint¬ 
ed me under-secretary of state in July 1781, when 
a vacancy took [dace in his office; but Mr. Knox, 
who principally conducted the business of that 
department, opposed my appointment.. He said, 
not without some reason, that “ he could no longer 
perform the duties of his employment, if his col¬ 
league occupied a seat in parliament, as the neces¬ 
sary attendance there must leave the whole weight 
and drudgery upon him" In 1784, Lord Sack- 
viUe brought me into the house of commons, 
leaving me equally free in my parliamentary capa- 
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city, as he did his own son-in-law Mr. Herbert, 
and Mr. Medley, the two members for East Grin- 
atead. His correspondence, which I enjoyed 
down to the dose of his life, exhibits in every let¬ 
ter the acuteness of his intellect, the elevation of 
his mind, and the playful vivacity of his temper, 
unsubdued by age. Nor does it less forcibly dis¬ 
play that strong attachment to the king, cement¬ 
ed by recent marks of his favour, which always 
characterized Lord Sackville. 

Writing to me from his seat at Drayton, on 
the 27th of December 1783; one of the most cri¬ 
tical moments which occurred during the long 
reign of his present majesty, only eight days after 
Pitt had been placed at the head of the treasury, 
and when the coalition were masters of the house 
of commons; he says, “ Mr. Fox acts with much 
wisdom and parliamentary address, in making his 
party dip as deep as possible in opposition before 
the adjournment. Every resolution that can em¬ 
barrass and distress ministry, are so many secu¬ 
rities given by his followers to him of their stea¬ 
diness and attachment. The individuals who 
may wish to join those in power, will not feel 
it an easy task to shake off their shackles. The 
ministers should first attack those who have not 
attended; and if they can get a sufficient 
number at the next meeting of the house even 
to face the enemy, they may struggle through 
the session. But, I own, their success appears to 

2 e 2 
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me so doubtful, that those who consider only 
their own interest should be cautious how they 
engage in the present system. My earnest de¬ 
sire of shewing every possible mark of duty and 
gratitude to the king, would have induced me to 
have risked everything in support of his wishes, 
if personal injuries had not rendered it impractica¬ 
ble. And if he will promote a man to be secre¬ 
tary of state without experience or abilities, how 
can he expect that such a servant will be accept¬ 
able to the public ?” Lord Sackville’s comments 
on the nomination of the Marquis of Carmarthen 
to the foreign department, may appear severe, or 
may seem to have originated in private resent¬ 
ment. No doubt he retained a deep recollection 
of that nobleman’s conduct in February 1782. 
But, if we consider that Lord Carmarthen filled 
the employment which Lord Grenville, Fox, 
Earl Grey, Lord Hawkesbury, Lord Castle- 
reagh, and Canning, have since successively occu¬ 
pied ; and if we compare the extent of the mar¬ 
quis’s endowments or eloquence, with the talents 
possessed by any one of those distinguished indi¬ 
viduals, we shall probably incline to think that 
the extraordinary circumstances of the time, when 
the continuance of the new administration in 
office appeared to be most precarious, rather than 
any real aptitude for the duties of such a station, 
elevated to it the Marquis of Carmarthen. 

I have already mentioned in the “ Memoirs of 
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my own Time,” published in 1815, the journey to 
Drayton which, at Mr. Pitt’s desire, I undertook 
on the 31st of December 1783, in order to induce 
Lord Sackville to support the new administration, 
together with its successful result. In the first 
letter which I received from him after my return 
to London, dated Drayton, Saturday, the 10th 
January 1784, he says, “ It is impossible to argue 
upon the event of Monday, as so much depends 
upon the secret manoeuvres of Robinson. If the 
majorities are not great against Mr. Pitt, he will 
prevail at last; for then the king’s firmness will 
be shewn, and when understood, will have great 
weight. If I can form any judgment of my late 
master, he will give the fairest and most decided 
support to any ministers of his own chusing. 
And if they do not abandon him, he never will 
forsake them.” Among the peculiar features of 
Lord Sackville’s intellectual formation, was a 
quickness of perception, which seemed at times 
to partake of prescience and intuition. Being 
likewise destitute of all reserve where secresy 
was not demanded, he rarely declined answering 
any question put to him; and he was a stranger 
to circumlocution or evasion. In February 1784, 
when Pitt’s eventual stability in office began to 
be evident, and his final triumph over the coalition 
almost certain. Lord Walsingham and I asked 
Lord Sackville, “ How long will Pitt remain first 
minister?” He looked up for two or three se- 
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conds, and then replied “ Five years.” The ac¬ 
complishment of this prediction, or rather opi¬ 
nion, proved ridiculously accurate; for, in Febru¬ 
ary 1789? Pitt in fact was out; and only the folly 
of his opponents, by furnishing him from week to 
week with new subjects of delay, had allowed 
time for the king’s recovery from his great ma¬ 
lady. Nor did Lord Sackville possess less can¬ 
dour than he manifested acuteness. The “ Rol- 
liad ” did not spare him, among the individuals 
selected for satire or ridicule by the authors 
of that production. Addressing me from Dray¬ 
ton, on the 2nd of January 1785, he observes, 
“ The ‘ Rolliad ’ is indeed highly entertaining. 
We all admire it; and there is more wit, ele¬ 
gance, and humour in the composition, than 
I could have conceived it possible even for Mr. 
Sheridan and his friends to have produced. Lord 
Walsingham has no reason to thank them for 
making him spring from so poor a stock.” This 
remark applied to the lines, in which, alluding to 
the members of Fox's East India Board, who are 
contrasted with those of Pitt’s nomination, the 
** Rolliad ” says, 

“ Whate’er experience Gregory might boast, 

Say, is not Walsingham himself a host? 

His grateful countrymen, with joyful eyes, 

From Sackville’s ashes see this phoenix rise. 

Perhaps with all his master's talents blest, 

To save the East, as he subdued the West." 
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Lord Sackviile, though not a man of letters, nor 
even inclined to literary pursuits, yet seemed to 
inherit his grandfather Charles Earl of Dorset’s 
partiality for talents. As Hobbes wrote under 
the protection of the Earls of Devonshire, at 
Chatsworth and at Hardwick; so Cumberland 
composed various of his dramatic pieces under 
that nobleman’s roof, either at Stonelands or at 
Drayton. I have myself assisted several times at 
the reading of his tragedies or comedies. “ Cum¬ 
berland,” says Lord Sackviile, in a letter address¬ 
ed to me from Drayton, 26th October 1782, “ is 
writing a new sort of tragedy in familiar dia¬ 
logue, instead of blank verse; for which, I con¬ 
clude, he will be abused till he has a severe fit of 
the bile. Four acts are finished. The ladies have 
attended the reading of them, and say they are 
very moving. I declined the pleasure, because I 
fear I never can commend any performance equal 
to the expectation of the author. Such prose as 
you write, I admire, because I understand it; but 
I have not genius sufficient for works of mere 
imagination.” Near two years afterwards, on the 
21st of October 1784, addressing me from the 
same place, he says, “ Cumberland is writing; and 
indeed has finished a new comedy; and I have 
seen it; and the dialogue is remarkably well. 
There was something in the characters, in the 
moral part of them, that 1 disliked; and I was 
in doubt whether I might venture to declare it. 
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But, as I cannot forbear speaking truth, out it 
came; and instead of being offended, he adopted 
the idea; and it is all to be altered according 
to my plan. Was I not a bold man to attack 
an author?” On the 2nd of January 1785, he 
again writes me: “ When Cumberland read his 
comedy here, the character of Dumps, which you 
commend, struck me as the least to be admired: 
but we said so much upon that subject, that he 
promised to alter it.”—“As I see ‘ The Natural 
Son' advertized for the remainder of the week, 
I am in hopes that the managers expect it will 
answer.” These passages of his correspondence 
with me, all written soon after his resignation of 
office, and when he was fast approaching his se¬ 
ventieth year, display the elasticity of his mind; 
while they as forcibly prove how little either the 
advance of age, or the loss of employment, had 
indisposed him for the tranquil pleasures of pri¬ 
vate life. 

The last letter that I ever received from Lord 
Sackville is dated “ Stonelands Lodge, 17th of 
July 1785,” the day preceding his memorable 
speech in the house of peers, which terminated 
his public career. He was preparing for his jour¬ 
ney to London when he wrote it; and he speaks 
in terms of the severest condemnation respecting 
Pitt’s and Jenkinson’s measure of the Irish propo¬ 
sitions. “ If we may believe,” says he, “ the news¬ 
papers, the factious part of Ireland wish to reject 
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these very advantageous propositions, because 
they only administer a slow poison to us. The first 
dose, prepared by the Doctors Foster and Beres- 
ford, would have had an instant effect; and it is 
hard that they will not consent to reprieve us for 
a few years, that such old fellows as I am may not 
attend the execution. Mr. Pitt is young enough 
to live to see, and, I hope, to repent of what his 
influence is imposing upon this great and flourish-, 
ing country." There was not, probably, a noble¬ 
man in England who combined a more liberal 
economy with a hospitable and splendid establish¬ 
ment. He maintained three separate households: 
one in Pall-Mall; another at Stonelands in Sus¬ 
sex,—a family seat to which he was partial, where 
he had passed much of his youth, and which he 
rented of his nephew, the Duke of Dorset. He 
kept up a third, at his magnificent place of Dray¬ 
ton in the county of Northampton. His table 
was admirably served, and his house never want¬ 
ed a select company of both sexes. Yet his in¬ 
come did not exceed nine or ten thousand pounds 
a year; and when he went out of office, he made 
no reduction whatever in his household, nor dis¬ 
missed a single domestic. With him may justly 
be said to have become eclipsed the name of 
Sackville, as a parliamentary beacon. The Duke 
of Dorset, his nephew, was only a pleasing, ac¬ 
complished individual of very high rank, made 
for the ornament of a court; formed to grace a 
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drawing-room, but destitute of talents for state 
affairs. He filled however during six years, 
without reproach, the post of embassador to the 
court of Versailles. His only son perished at 
twenty-one, in an Irish fox-chace: a mode of 
dying not the most glorious or distinguished, 
though two sons of William the Conqueror, one 
of whom was a king of England, terminated 
their lives in a similar occupation. 

The present Duke of Dorset, and his brother 
Mr. Germain, Lord Sackville’s two sons, men by 
no means wanting talents, have nevertheless hi¬ 
therto remained in a sort of political obscurity; 
better known at Newmarket, or oh Ascot Heath, 
than at Westminster; on the turf, or at the 
cockpit, than in parliament. Even the dukedom 
itself seems to be already deprived of its greatest 
ornament, and to be half extinguished by the loss 
of Knole; a mansion which was to the Sackvilles 
all which Blenheim is to the Churchills, or Pens- 
hurst to the Sydneys; recalling a thousand ima¬ 
ges of past times and transactions. That vene¬ 
rable pile, where the Earls and Dukes of Dorset 
had resided in uninterrupted succession more 
than two centuries; — a species of classic ground, 
enriched with portraits of so many illustrious 
persons, and so many historical monuments; — it 
is highly probable will be transferred to the Earls 
of Delawar, in consequence of a will, which, 
whatever legal validity it may possess, militates 
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against every feeling of justice or propriety. The 
very name of Sackville appears to be near extinc¬ 
tion, as far as appearances warrant us to assume; 
the present Duke of Dorset being unmarried, and 
Mr. Germain without male issue, though both 
have long passed the zenith of life. It is never¬ 
theless a name, than which few, if any, more re¬ 
splendent is to be found in our annals; raised 
to the peerage by Elizabeth, in the person of 
Lord Treasurer Buckhurst; created earls by 
James the First, and dukes by George the First; 
fertile in men distinguished for loyalty, courage, 
and protection of genius. In pronouncing the 
name of Charles, Earl of Dorset whom his con¬ 
temporaries compared with Tibullus, Maecenas, 
Gall us, and Petronius, we see pass in review be¬ 
fore us the shades of Waller, Dryden, Otway, 
Wycherley, Butler, Prior, and many other poets 
or men of eminent talents, foreigners as well as 
English, who shared the society and the bounty 
of that celebrated individual. Lord Sackville had 
not degenerated from him. Though Minden and 
America exposed him to popular clamour, yet 
posterity, I am persuaded, viewing him dispas¬ 
sionately, will rank him among the most eminent 
persons who performed a part on the great theatre 
of public life during the reigns of George the 
Second and of his present majesty. 

About this time, a person was appointed secre¬ 
tary of legation to the British envoy at Berlin,- 
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who displayed such eminent talents for negotia¬ 
tion, and acted so distinguished a part in the 
diplomatic line, during the short period of his 
public service, as to deserve that I should enter 
into some details respecting him. The individual 
to whom I allude, Mr. Joseph Ewart, was the son 
of a Scottish clergyman at Dumfries, and brought 
up to the profession of surgery. With a view of 
improving himself, and at the same time of visit¬ 
ing the Continent, he accompanied one of his 
countrymen, Mr. Macdonald of Clanronald, in 
the year 1782, from England to Vienna. A 
quarrel arising between them while resident in 
the Austrian capital, Ewart quitted him; and 
our minister at that court, Sir Robert Murray 
Keith, being in want of a secretary at the time, 
Ewart assisted him as such, but without being 
officially attached to the mission. About two 
years afterwards, in 1784, he consented to act in 
a similar capacity under Sir John Stepney, the 
English envoy at Berlin. Here he soon mani¬ 
fested extraordinary ability, which was attended 
with uncommon ardour of mind, and a very irri¬ 
table temper. Stepney being succeeded, in August 
1785, by Lord Dalrymple, now Earl of Stair, 
Ewart continued in the same post under that 
nobleman; and after passing, as I have already 
mentioned, through the intermediate degree of 
secretary of legation, he was named, in 1788, 
envoy to the Prussian court. Placed on such 
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a diplomatic eminence, to which his talents had 
conducted him with unexampled rapidity, he 
rendered himself master of the cabinet and coun¬ 
cils of Frederic William the Second, which he 
governed or directed with a sort of absolute sway. 
Hertzberg, who was then first minister, listened 
to his suggestions with implicit respect; and I 
have been assured that it is difficult to conceive 
or to credit the ascendancy attained by him over 
the sovereign and administration of Prussia. His 
marriage with a lady of that country. Mademoi¬ 
selle Wartensleben, augmented his influence, as 
it seemed in some measure to naturalize him with 
the people among whom he resided. 

Catherine the Second, and her ally the Emperor 
Joseph, were at that time engaged in hostilities 
against the Turks, which, though unsuccessful 
on the side of Hungary during more than one 
campaign, in consequence of Joseph’s personal 
interference and presence in the field, menaced 
nevertheless the Ottoman empire with the loss 
of her finest provinces on the coast of the Black 
Sea. Ockzakow had already fallen into the 
empress’s possession. Ewart not only stimu¬ 
lated the king and ministers of Prussia, to 
compel from her the restoration of so valuable 
a place; but he set on foot the great confederacy 
of England, Holland, Prussia, and Turkey, for 
the avowed purpose of arresting her further con¬ 
quests. The death of Joseph the Second, which 
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took place in February 1790, facilitated the ac¬ 
complishment of Ewart’s plans, while it deprived 
Catherine of her best support. Leopold, who 
succeeded to his brother’s dominions, adopted a 
pacific and healing policy, the first fruit of which 
was the treaty of Reichenbach, concluded be¬ 
tween him and Frederic William. Ewart per¬ 
formed the principal part in it, and was personally 
present at its signature. His detestation of Ca¬ 
therine, which constituted a prominent feature 
of his character, impelled him to advise the Bri¬ 
tish ministry to the prosecution of every measure 
which might effect her humiliation, and check 
the progress of her arms. She was well aware of 
his antipathy; and, apprehensive of the injurious 
consequences that would inevitably result from 
his efforts at Reichenbach, it is said that she did 
not hesitate having recourse to effective means 
for preventing his presence at the conferences 
which were there held previous to the treaty. 
A potion, it is added, was administered to him 
at the time when he was setting out from Berlin; 
but Sutherland, physician to the empress, who 
was a countryman of Ewart, and who knew or 
suspected Catherine’s intention, sent him a hint 
to be on his guard. He escaped by means of eme¬ 
tics and medicines. 

I am well aware that this is a serious imputa¬ 
tion to bring forward even against Catherine the 
Second. Nor would I state it lightly: for I am 
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far from participating Ewart’s aversion to her. I 
consider her indeed as a very ambitious princess, 
emulating every species of fame, and not fasti¬ 
diously delicate as to the manner of attaining her 
objects. Leopold designated her with truth, when 
he said, that “ her head ought to be encircled with 
glory, in order to conceal her feet which stood in 
blood.” Her whole reign, administration, policy, 
wars, and private life, demonstrate that she was 
not scrupulous about the means by which she 
accomplished her plans of acquisition, vengeance, 
and gratification. The person from whom I re¬ 
ceived the account here given, and who is now 
no more, might challenge belief on very strong 
grounds. He was a man of calm and superior 
understanding, neither credulous, nor imbued 
with any prejudices against the empress. Add to 
these facts, that he was intimately acquainted 
with Ewart, from whom, I have no doubt, lie 
received the particulars of Catherine’s attempt. 
Lastly, he was in Germany at the time when the 
treaty of Reichenbach was concluded, as well as 
previous and subsequent to its signature. He 
possessed therefore almost all the qualities, as well 
as the information, requisite for forming a sound 
and dispassionate opinion upon the fact in ques¬ 
tion. 

Leopold having concluded peace with the 
Turks at Sistova, Catherine, thus left alone to 
carry on the war with that power, might unques- 
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tionably have been compelled to restore all her 
recent acquisitions, particularly Ockzakow. The 
cabinets of St. James’s, of the Hague, and of 
Berlin, acting in concert, while they were sus¬ 
tained by Leopold, become emperor of Germany, 
could have dictated to the Russian empress. Fre¬ 
deric William already threatened to march an 
army of a hundred thousand men against Riga; 
and every preparation was made for attacking the 
Livonian frontier, when the British ministry re¬ 
ceded. These events took place during the spring 
of the year 1791. In embracing a line of policy 
calculated to set limits to Catherine’s conquests 
on the shore of the Euxine, Pitt acted, in my 
opinion, with equal wisdom and justice. But, 
unfortunately, he could not impress the house of 
commons with a conviction, that interests so re¬ 
mote, as well as so little understood, were of 
sufficient importance to incur any risk of a war 
for their support. Many of the county members 
possessed a very imperfect knowledge or compre¬ 
hension of the position, value, and consequence 
of Ockzakow. Fox, availing himself of these 
circumstances, inveighed with so much eloquence 
and effect against the ministerial system, and was 
supported on every division by such numbers, 
that it became evident, Pitt must either abandon 
his measures and his allies, or be finally left in a 
minority. In order to keep Catherine firm .to 
her determination of not relinquishing Ockzakow, 
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Fox did not hesitate to send a friend and relative 
to Fetersburgh, as his agent. Adair demonstrated 
to the sovereign of Russia, that if she remained 
inflexible, the house of commons - would either 
force Pitt to yield, or would drive him from the 
helm. Thus encouraged, Catherine refused to 
make any sacrifices of territory, or to restore 
Ockzakow. 

The English minister, after a long conflict be¬ 
tween political principle and love of power, at 
-length determined to consult his preservation by 
renouncing his alliances. In so painful an extre¬ 
mity he had recourse to Ewart, who was then in 
London on leave of absence. To him Pitt ap¬ 
plied, as the person who had conducted all the 
negotiations at Berlin; entreating him to return 
thither, and to state the necessity imposed on the 
British administration of adopting other measures. 
Ewart, not without extreme repugnance, under¬ 
took the commission, and executed it: but the 
Duke of Leeds, a nobleman of an elevated mind, 
though not endowed with eminent abilities, was 
so much shocked at the violation of national faith; 
which faith, he, as secretary of state for the fo¬ 
reign department, had pledged; that he preferred 
the resignation of his employment, rather than 
submit to be made the instrument of such humi¬ 
liation. Lord Grenville replaced him in June 
1791. About three months afterwards, the Duke 
of York’s marriage with Frederic William’s 
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daughter by his first wife, was concluded; a 
transaction, in conducting which, Ewart, as the 
British minister at the Prussian court, took a 
leading part; and the terms of which alliance, 
in a pecuniary point of view, he would have ren¬ 
dered much more advantageous to this country 
than were the stipulations settled, if the duke’s 
own injudicious interference had not prevented 
him. No sooner, however, was the union com¬ 
pleted, than Pitt, on very insufficient pretexts, 
founded ostensibly on some article in the matri¬ 
monial contract, to which Ewart had given his 
sanction, caused him to be recalled. He returned 
to England, received a pension of one thousand 
pounds as a remuneration for his services, and 
retired from office. Treatment so severe, if not 
unmerited, his indignant spirit could not support. 
He died soon afterwards at Bath. 

I have been assured, from the authority to 
which I have already alluded, that his death was 
accelerated or produced by the same means that 
had been ineffectually tried previous to the treaty 
of Reichenbach; administered by order of the 
same princess. Such an accusation I by no means 
implicitly adopt or credit: but Ewart was known 
to have urged the British cabinet to measures 
personally hostile towards the Empress of Russia; 
and Catherine’s vengeance, though it might be 
suspended, never slept Instruments for effecting 
it might always be found, even in England, by a 
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powerful sovereign. Whether Ewart’s end was 
natural, or whether any means were used to hasten 
it, I will not determine; but I know from con¬ 
curring, and I may add, from official testimony, 
that his last words reproached Pitt, whom he ac¬ 
cused of wanting firmness and principle. Yet it 
appears to me difficult to condemn Pitt’s line of 
conduct. For, even if he had resigned, rather than 
abandon his engagements with Prussia, the new 
ministers would equally have violated them, and 
would have pursued an opposite policy. Such a 
line of action would however, I admit, have been 
more dignified and magnanimous. But we must 
recollect that previous to his being made lord 
warden of the Cinque Ports in 1792, Pitt pos¬ 
sessed no means whatever of subsistence, except 
from the salary of his employments. He must 
have returned to Lincoln’s Inn, or have occupied 
an apartment in Lord Chatham’s house, who at 
the same time would have been compelled to 
leave the Admiralty. Such superiority to every 
sentiment of private interest, not to mention am¬ 
bition, cannot be expected from man. Fox, in 
consequence of his successful interference to pre¬ 
serve Catherine’s conquests, enjoyed, for a short 
time, a high degree of her favour. She placed 
his bust in her cabinet, between two of the most 
illustrious statesmen of modem ages, and spoke 
of him in language of the warmest encomium. 
But the part which he took in parliament subse- 
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quent to 1793, and the eulogiums lavished by 
him on the French Revolution, soon changed the 
empress’s tone. She caused the bust to be re¬ 
moved ; and when reproached with such a change 
in her conduct, she replied, “C’ltoit Monsieur 
Fox de Quatre-vingt-onze que j’ai plac6 dans mon 
cabinet.” 

December. — Hitherto, during nearly twenty 
months that had elapsed since Pitt’s confirmation 
in office, the coalition, though vanquished, re¬ 
mained nevertheless a compact and powerful pha¬ 
lanx. No desertion had yet taken place among 
their leaders in either house of parliament. But 
the month of December exhibited a specimen of 
political defection in the person of Mr. Eden, 
which excited a strong sensation. He had great¬ 
ly contributed, by his influence over Lord North, 
to form that celebrated union, and he was the 
first to forsake it. Wearied with an unsuccess¬ 
ful and hopeless opposition, pressed by domestic 
demands, and conscious of possessing talents 
which might be rendered subservient to his own, 
not less than to the public advantage, Eden opened 
a treaty with the minister. Its results were dis¬ 
closed by his double appointment, naming him 
one of the members of council for affairs of 
trade, and at the same time appointing him en¬ 
voy extraordinary at the court of Versailles, for 
the negotiation of a commercial treaty with 
France. The former nomination had no emolu- 
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ment annexed to it; but to tire latter was joined 
a salary of six thousand pounds a year. Unques¬ 
tionably, Pitt, in making this purchase, —for it 
could deserve no other title,—concluded a bar¬ 
gain highly beneficial to the nation. Eden pos¬ 
sessed a species of knowledge and ability, which, 
except in the instance of Jenkinson, would have 
been vainly sought throughout the ministerial 
ranks. And Jenkinson, who already beheld the 
peerage near his grasp, might neither have 
relished such a mission, nor could he be conve¬ 
niently spared as yet by Pitt from the treasury 
bench. Upon all subjects connected with trade, 
manufactures, revenue, and finance, Eden ranked 
above any individual composing the party of the 
opposition. 

Fox, Lord North, and Sheridan, might indeed 
display more eloquence, wit, or humour, during 
a commercial debate ; but upon Eden principally 
devolved the task of dissecting, answering, and 
refuting the arguments, calculations, or proposi¬ 
tions brought forward by the government. His 
desertion left therefore a void not easy to fill, and 
produced a corresponding sentiment of indigna¬ 
tion among his former friends. It found vent in 
lampoons, epigrams, and rondeaus, some of which 
were most poignant. When Eden attempted an 
apology to Lord North for joining Pitt, and ob¬ 
served that “ it was not caused by any change of 
political attachment, but merely arose from a tern - 
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for ary affair of trade , which he was appointed to 
negotiate“ You need not trouble yourself to 
explain the matter,” replied that nobleman,—“ I 
have always considered the whole transaction as 
a mere affair of trade .” Fox, after hearing his 
reasons and excuses, only asked him if he had 
seen Mrs. Jordan perform ? That charming ac¬ 
tress, who just then appeared for the first time on 
the London theatre, attracted universal attention. 
The ballad entitled “ Billy Eden,” set to the tune 
of “ Ally Croaker,” concentered the wit of the 
party that he had quitted, and cannot be perused 
with gravity. Each verse or stanza concluded 
thus: 

“ Will you give a place, my dearest Billy Pitt 01 
If 1 can’t have a whole one, O give a little bit 01” 

It required some strength of nerves to support 
these attacks; and Eden was not supposed to pos¬ 
sess great firmness, or to set ridicule and satire at 
defiance. 

I was familiarly acquainted with him between 
1781 and 1789, not only in London, but at Paris 
during his mission; and finally at Bayonne, where 
I met him when returning from his embassy to 
Madrid. In his person he rose, like Jenkinson, 
above the ordinary height; but Eden’s figure was 
elegant, and wanted not grace. His countenance 
was thin and pale; his features regular, and full 
of intelligence; his manners calm, polite, and con¬ 
ciliating. He descended from an antient and 
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honourable family, resident during successive cen¬ 
turies in the North of England, and which had been 
raised to the baronetage under Charles the Second. 
His eldest brother, Sir John, who represented the 
county of Durham during several years, was a 
steady adherent of Fox. Eden’s alliances like¬ 
wise contributed to support him : for he married 
a daughter of Sir Gilbert Elliott, and one of his 
sisters was the wife of Dr. Moore, archbishop of 
Canterbury. When surrounded, as I have seen 
him, by his six daughters, he excited great in¬ 
terest. Pitt, who, in his continual visits to his 
country-house at Holwood, used to stop, and 
sometimes to pass the night, at Beckenham, 
Eden’s place, not far from Bromley in Kent, 
distinguished one of the young ladies by particu¬ 
lar attentions. But, either he never meditated 
marriage, or he finally relinquished his intention. 
Eden’s style of eloquence was neither glowing, 
nor elevated, nor impassioned; but it was cor¬ 
rect, without digressions, always directed to the 
subject under discussion. He had been early 
initiated in public business, had filled various 
eminent situations at an early period of life, and 
might confidently look forward to higher em¬ 
ployments. During the coalition administration 
he was made a British privy counsellor: but 
Lord North, (to whose party he belonged, and 
not to that of Fox,) did not, or probably could 
not, procure him a place in the distribution of 
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offices; and Eden’s wants propelled him towards 
the treasury bench, as those of Burke did, some 
years afterwards. Junius, when speaking of Wed- 
derbum, says, that “ there was something about 
him which even treachery could not trust.” There 
equally existed in Eden’s physiognomy, even in 
his manner and deportment, something which did 
not convey the impression of plain dealing, or 
inspire confidence. 

Though he was a man of distinguished capa¬ 
city, great application, and thorough acquaint¬ 
ance with state affairs, he wanted accomplishment. 
His knowledge of the French language was so 
limited at the time when he was named envoy to 
Paris, as to place him under a necessity of taking 
a master to instruct, or at least to perfect him in 
it: but he amply compensated for that defect, 
by his superior information on every point con¬ 
nected with the important objects submitted to 
his consideration. The first minister, it was uni¬ 
versally admitted, could not have made a wiser 
selection. Friends, nevertheless, as well as his 
opponents, declaimed against Eden as an apostate. 
The Duke of Dorset, then our embassador at the 
court of France, but who was over here on leave 
of absence; and with whom, during the whole 
period of his embassy, I maintained a constant, 
unreserved correspondence; expressed himself in 
terms equally severe as Fox could have done on 
the subject. Writing to me from his seat at 
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Knole in Kent, five days after Eden’s appoint¬ 
ment, on the 14th December 1785, he says, “ I 
am now so far in my way to Paris. I wished to 
have had a little conversation with you respecting. 
Eden. His desertion is a curious business. It is 
astonishing how angry his old friends are with 
him; and in my opinion, with very great reason. 
His situation at Paris will be new and particular. 
However, he has nothing to do with my functions; 
and I know he can do nothing without me, not¬ 
withstanding the Gazette writer has dignified him 
with the title of Minister Plenipotentiary.” It is 
evident that the duke, though utterly unable, 
himself, to negotiate a commercial treaty with 
the French commissioners, yet by no means liked 
the intrusion of such a man as Eden, in a diplo¬ 
matic character, at the court of Louis the Six¬ 
teenth. 

With Eden’s defection, which formed the last 
domestic event of importance in the year 1785,1 
shall terminate the fourth part of the Memoirs of 
my own Time. 
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January. — Early in the month of January. 
Lord Macartney arrived in England from Cal¬ 
cutta. His return to Europe excited much sur¬ 
prize, he having been appointed, nearly twelve 
months before, to succeed Mr. Hastings as go¬ 
vernor-general of Bengal, whenever the latter 
should quit India. But, notwithstanding this 
nomination, various weighty reasons precluded 
him from claiming the chair. His original ap¬ 
pointment had not been carried at the East 
India House without great difficulty; the di¬ 
rectors, in a pretty full court, being so equally 
balanced, that the question was decided in Lord 
Macartney’s favour by only one vote. From 
Leadenhall-street it was therefore evident that 
he could not look for any steady or unanimous 
support. Nor had his public conduct in throw- 

VOL. II. b 



2 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1786 . 

ing up the government of Fort St. George, rather 
than submit to execute the orders sent out hy 
the board of control, tended to conciliate the 
protection of Dundas. In order to explain this 
last assertion, it is necessary to state that Ma- 
hommed Ally, Nabob or Sovereign of the Car¬ 
natic, was induced in the year 1781, when the 
armies of Hyder Ally had occupied and desolated 
his dominions, to assign over the administration 
of his revenues to the Madras government. So 
extraordinary a mark of confidence, by which he 
in fact made a temporary resignation of his po¬ 
litical authority, transferring it to the East India 
Company’s servants, was however given under 
a solemn engagement that his territories should 
he restored to him immediately after the termi¬ 
nation of the war. Nevertheless, Lord Macart¬ 
ney, apprehensive lest the nabob’s finances might 
be thrown into disorder under his own manage¬ 
ment, which must prevent his making the regu¬ 
lar lasts or payments due from him to the com¬ 
pany, refused to restore the Carnatic to Mahom- 
med Ally. That prince loudly complained of 
such an infraction of national faith, and reclaim¬ 
ed the interposition of the Bengal government. 
Hastings and the supreme council taking part 
with the nabob, enjoined Lord Macartney to 
fulfil the stipulations of 1781. But he remained 
inflexible, and waited orders from England. One 
of the first measures embraced by the new board 
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of control, after its institution in the autumn of 
1784, was to send positive directions for restor¬ 
ing the assignment, and replacing Mahommed 
Ally in his rights of sovereignty. Lord Macart¬ 
ney, between whom and the nabob violent per¬ 
sonal altercations had arisen, preferred resigning 
the government, rather than undergo the humi¬ 
liation of compliance. With this determination 
he quitted Madras, and repaired to Calcutta, in¬ 
tending to prosecute his voyage from thence to 
England; wholly unprepared for the appoint¬ 
ment which there awaited him, to succeed Has¬ 
tings as governor-general. 

It cannot be doubted that if his nomination 
had been legally complete, he would not have 
hesitated an instant to assume its functions. But 
the only title under which he could have de¬ 
manded to be recognized, was evidently defective 
and invalid. The act of the legislature, passed in 
1774, which erected a supreme controlling go¬ 
vernment in Bengal, expressly declared that on 
a vacancy occurring in the chair, the senior mem¬ 
ber of the council should succeed to it. This 
event had actually taken place on the 1st day of 
February 1785, when Mr. Hastings quitted the 
Ganges; and his office devolved, under a parlia¬ 
mentary authority, upon Mr. Macpherson. Un¬ 
til, therefore, he should be expressly superseded, 
and a successor appointed, no power could legally 
dispossess him. Of these facts Lord Macartney 
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was well aware; and though he might probably 
have been easily prevailed on to exercise the 
powers of governor-general, till more valid au¬ 
thority could arrive from Europe, yet he did not 
attempt to claim the office as his right. Still less 
did he make any demonstration of assuming it by 
force. If, indeed, he had taken any steps tend¬ 
ing towards such an object, I know that he would 
have, been instantly placed under arrest, con¬ 
ducted on board a ship, and sent to England. 
Mr. Macpherson having consulted the judges re¬ 
lative to the point, they unanimously declared 
that he was the only legal governor-general to 
whom obedience was due; and he consequently 
prepared, if it should become necessary, to main¬ 
tain himself in his situation. But Lord Macart¬ 
ney, who knew the utter invalidity of his com¬ 
mission, was too wise to make any effort for 
gaining possession of the chair. He quitted Cal¬ 
cutta after a residence of a few days, and, im¬ 
mediately on his arrival in London, presented 
upon oath, at the East India House, an account 
of his acquisitions while he had remained at Ma¬ 
dras. They were considered as very moderate, 
not exceeding, I believe, forty thousand pounds. 

While speaking of Lord Macartney’s visit to 
Calcutta, I have had occasion to mention Mr. 
Macpherson, who shortly after this time was cre¬ 
ated a baronet. He was bom in the Isle of Skye, 
towards the close of the year 1744, and educated 
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at the University of Aberdeen; where, as well as 
afterwards at that of Edinburgh, he early at¬ 
tained a knowledge of the great writings of an¬ 
tiquity. At the age of nearly twenty-three, im¬ 
pelled more by a desire of enlarging his mind, 
than by any determined plans of a pecuniary 
nature, he went out as a passenger on board an 
East Indiaman, commanded by his maternal uncle, 
Captain Macleod. He was, however, nominally 
registered on the ship’s books as purser. Arriving 
in 1768, on the Malabar coast, where the com¬ 
pany’s forces were engaged at the siege of Man¬ 
galore, a town in the dominions of Hyder Ally; 
he volunteered on the storming party, and was 
one of those who entered the fort when it was 
taken by assault. He possessed, indeed, and ex¬ 
hibited throughout his whole life, the most unos 
tentatious courage. While governor-general of 
Bengal, where his reductions, civil and military, 
excited numerous enemies, he displayed the ut¬ 
most superiority to the attempts at intimidation 
made by various individuals, who supposed them¬ 
selves aggrieved from the effect of his regulations. 
He manifested equal composure in Hyde Park, 
when one of those officers. Major Brown, called 
him out to answer with the pistol for acts per¬ 
formed reluctantly, under an imperious sense of 
duty, in his public character. Mr. Macpherson 
first became known to the Nabob of the Carnatic 
in 1769, who was early impressed with the eleva- 
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tion of his sentiments, his apparent superiority to 
money, and the conciliation of his manners. But 
he united to them a deep, comprehensive, abstract 
mind, under the control of a philosophic temper, 
scarcely to be ruffled by passion. Desire of fame, 
and the ambition of meriting it by personal sacri¬ 
fices and renunciations, formed the master-spring 
of all his actions. If any quality pre-eminently 
characterized him, it was patience; one of the 
rarest gifts of Nature to man, and one which he 
seemed to exert without an effort. 

His person was cast in a Herculean mould ; for 
he rose to above six feet in height, well-propor¬ 
tioned, athletic, neither too slender, nor at all 
corpulent; active, elastic in the dance, and per¬ 
forming a strathspey at seventy almost like a 
youth of eighteen. His features, regular, pleas¬ 
ing, and expressive, were always illuminated by 
good-humour, or enlivened by gaiety. I never 
saw him manifest dejection, though I have beheld 
him in situations which might have oppressed 
the firmest mind. The “ mens immota manet ” of 
Virgil applied peculiarly to him. So did not less 
the “ lacrymce volvuntur inanes,” which I have 
seen him shed on more than one occasion. His 
accomplishments at least equalled his endow¬ 
ments; and his conversation was enriched by 
anecdotes gathered from Europe, as well as from 
Asia. Convivial, formed for society, master of 
French and Italian, singing with ease and grace 
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the airs of almost every nation, he chained his 
guests to the table. Those, and those only, who 
have heard him sing Don Gaston de Cogollos’s 
Spanish song, which Gil Bias overhears when a 
prisoner in the Castle of Segovia, beginning, 

“ Ay de me! un anno felice 
Parece mi soplo ligero," 

can form an estimate of his powers. Nor was his 
talent limited to one language. Venetian, Hin¬ 
doo, French, but, above all. Highland ballads, he 
gave with the same facility. Never did any man 
display more unaffected hospitality. It was only 
eclipsed by his liberality;—for his purse had un¬ 
fortunately no strings, and was open to every ap¬ 
plicant, of every country, who besought his aid, 
or touched his compassion. I used to reproach 
him with his resemblance to Timon. But he did 
not finish, like Timon ., by misanthropy, though 
he met perhaps with as strong causes for shut¬ 
ting his door against mankind, as could have been 
produced by the profuse Athenian. 

There still remain various touches to be added 
to this portrait. Macpherson was a poet of no 
common order. His “ Tears of Sedition for the 
Death of Junius ,” written in 1769> and printed 
in some editions of “ Junius’s Letters,” are most 
classic lines. So are his verses addressed to the 
three daughters of Mr. Coutts, the eminent banker, 
composed in 1791, at Ovid’s tomb, not far from 
Rome. His manners were the more ingratiating. 
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because they formed a contrast with his person. 
If his figure reminded of Hercules, it was Her¬ 
cules in the court of Omphal6, gentle, subdued, 
and disarmed. Who can wonder that such talents 
should raise their possessor to eminence? Mahom- 
med Ally adopted him for his son, and entrusted 
to his vigilance the dearest interests of the Car¬ 
natic. Plundered and oppressed by successive 
governors of Fort St. George, the nabob had no 
other chance of redress, than by committing his 
rights to the care of a faithful, judicious, indefa¬ 
tigable agent. While employed in fulfilling the 
duties of his charge, which brought him into com¬ 
munication and contact with ministers; Lord 
North, then at the head of his majesty’s councils, 
conceived so favourable an opinion of his abilities 
and powers of conciliation, that he determined to 
avail himself of them, for the service of the state. 

Early in 1781, Macpherson, recently named 
by ministerial recommendation a member of the 
supreme council, was sent out to Bengal; ex¬ 
pressly charged by Lord North, to exert his 
utmost endeavours for restoring general peace 
throughout India, and concord in our own in¬ 
ternal administration at Calcutta. He fulfilled 
every expectation, and even surpassed the hopes 
entertained from his exertions. During nearly 
three years and a half that he continued to act 
under Hastings, he had the address to retain 
the governor-general’s confidence, without sacri- 



MACPHERSON.—PRINCE OF WALEg. 9 

firing either his own opinions on questions of 
public policy, or the interests of the East India 
Company. He achieved even a more difficult 
task, that of acquiring Mrs. Hastings’s regard, 
though he opposed her wishes or views on more 
than one occasion. The moderation of his cha¬ 
racter, which always inclined him to adopt heal¬ 
ing, economical, and pacific measures, formed a 
most beneficial counterpoise to the enterprizing 
and ambitious spirit of Hastings. Both possessed 
elevated minds, and both aspired to acquire fame; 
but, through different, or opposite channels. The 
one, by enlarging and extending the British do¬ 
minions in India: the other, by confirming their 
power, restoring the company’s finances, and re¬ 
trieving their credit, convulsed by a long period 
of hostility. To Macpherson, Hastings ultimate¬ 
ly resigned his authority, which the former con¬ 
tinued to exercise during above nineteen months, 
till he was superseded by Earl Cornwallis. 

Soon after Sir John Macpherson’s return from 
Bengal, the Prince of Wales commenced an in¬ 
timacy with him, which lasted above fourteen 
years, from 1788 down to 1802, when it became 
suddenly eclipsed, and never revived. During 
that time, few individuals enjoyed more distin¬ 
guishing marks of his royal highness’s favour. 
Sir John communicated constantly with him by 
letter, while travelling on the Continent. When 
in London, he was admitted to Carlton House at 
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almost all hours, frequently when the heir-ap¬ 
parent was in bed. I have dined various times 
in company with the Prince, at Sir John’s house 
at Brompton, between 1797 and 1800. Towards 
the close of 1789, Macpherson had visited Italy. 
While resident at Pisa, early in the following 
year, the Cardinal de Lomenie, ex-minister of 
Louis the Sixteenth, who had taken refuge in 
that city, mentioned with such eulogiums, to Leo¬ 
pold, Grand Duke of Tuscany, Sir John’s finan¬ 
cial measures, adopted as governor-general, for 
sustaining the East India Company’s credit in 
Bengal, that Leopold determined to make his 
acquaintance. Dismissing all form, and accom¬ 
panied only by a single attendant, he repaired on 
foot to Macpherson’s lodgings, and announced 
himself. He very soon afterwards succeeded his 
brother Joseph, as King of Hungary and Bo¬ 
hemia ; to which was added the imperial crown 
of Germany, in the autumn of the same year 
1790- During his short reign of scarcely two 
years. Sir John accompanied or met him by his 
own desire wherever he moved; at Venice, Milan, 
Florence, and Vienna. Leopold confided in, and 
consulted him on points of the most important 
nature. Previous, as well as subsequent to that 
sovereign’s decease, he rendered himself equally 
acceptable to Frederic William the Second, King 
of Prussia, who lived with him in constant in¬ 
tercourse. 
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24th January. —Never, at any period of George 
the Third’s reign, has the session of parliament 
been opened in a more triumphant manner than 
it was by Pitt in 1786. Fox, though he spoke 
on the occasion at great length, and with greater 
ability; though he inveighed against the speech 
from the throne, both for its assertions on some 
points, and for its silence on others; yet, consci¬ 
ous how large a majority would support the ad¬ 
ministration, did not attempt a division. Never¬ 
theless, many circumstances rendered the day in¬ 
teresting, as well as important. On that evening, 
first presented himself to public notice an indivi¬ 
dual who has since very inadequately filled, during 
more than three years, the highest offices in the 
state, in peace as well as in war; at the head of 
the treasury, and of the exchequer: — an indivi¬ 
dual who, at the hour when I write, occupies the 
post of secretary of state for the home department. 
I allude to Mr. Addington, subsequently created 
Viscount Sidmouth. Pitt had selected him for 
seconding the address to the crown ; an act which 
he performed with great propriety, in language 
of elegance, and not destitute of grace and dig¬ 
nity. The panegyrics on the minister which he 
intermingled with his speech might well be ex¬ 
cused, as the tribute of friendship, if not of jus¬ 
tice. Addington, who was at this time about 
thirty years of age, originally came into parlia¬ 
ment at the general election in 1784, as member 
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for Devizes. His person was tall and well-pro¬ 
portioned, his countenance pleasing, his features 
fine, and his manners mild, calm, grave, calculated 
to conciliate mankind. Neither his descent nor 
his connexions were illustrious. Dr. Anthony 
Addington, whose eldest son he was, practised 
medicine during many years at Reading in Berk¬ 
shire, and acquired by his profession an ample 
fortune. He was considered as particularly skil¬ 
ful in cases of insanity, to which branch of the art 
he applied himself: but the circumstance to 
which his family may be said primarily to owe ' 
their actual elevation, was his having attended 
the first Mr. Pitt in a medical capacity. Their 
two sons became early known to each other; and 
it is generally supposed that the member for De¬ 
vizes received a hint from his friend the first mi¬ 
nister, to keep his eye fixed on the speaker’s 
chair, as an object of ambition well worthy his at¬ 
tainment; in which seat, time, aided by conjunc¬ 
tures, might probably place him. He was, in 
truth, admirably qualified for that eminent and 
dignified situation; the duties of which, no indi¬ 
vidual during the present reign has fulfilled 
with more ability, impartiality, and general ap¬ 
probation, not excepting even the late speaker, 
now Lord Colchester. 

Perhaps it might have conduced to his reputa¬ 
tion as a public man, without materially injuring 
his fortune in the most extensive sense, if he 
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had limited his desires to that eminence, which 
invariably conducts its possessor, after the lapse 
of some years, to a seat in the upper house: for 
Cornwall only lost it by death. Onslow, Oust, 
Norton, Grenville, Mitford, and Abbott have all 
become peers. So would Addington, in the ordi¬ 
nary course of events. But his majesty, on Pitt’s 
resignation, early in 1801, having offered him the 
vacant places at the head of the treasury and the 
exchequer, he had not resolution sufficient to 
decline so tempting a proposition. No sooner 
had the king made this selection, than he was 
seized with a privation of intellect, nearly similar, 
in violence and in duration, to his memorable 
attack in 1788. Addington’s appointment not 
having previously gone through the requisite 
forms, Pitt, though no longer in office, was un¬ 
der the necessity of performing the ministerial 
functions during a considerable time, in the house 
of commons. Many people indeed thought that 
the reasoning faculties of the sovereign must 
have been impaired, if not wholly obscured, be¬ 
fore he could have substituted Addington in 
Pitt’s office. The experiment only served to 
prove that an excellent speaker of the house of 
commons may make a very inadequate and inca- 
pabl e first minister. It answered indeed the so¬ 
vereign’s purpose, by gently transferring the go¬ 
vernment to a man from whom he might con¬ 
fidently expect much more acquiescence and sub- 
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mission than he had found in Pitt; while Adding¬ 
ton’s political opinions were well known to be near¬ 
ly or altogether similar with those of his predeces¬ 
sor. But the country looked in vain to the son of 
the Reading physician, transformed by the royal 
touch into a first lord of the treasury, for the en¬ 
dowments which met in the son of the Earl of 
Chatham. Not that Addington wanted talents 
which in ordinary times might have sufficed to 
sustain him in his employment. He was indeed 
wholly uninformed upon foreign affairs, having 
never visited the Continent, nor studied its in¬ 
terests, courts, and principal objects of attention. 
His mind did not readily embrace those points of 
policy; verifying the observation of Valentine, in 
“ The Two Gentlemen of Verona,” when he says, 

“ Home-keeping youth have ever homely wits/* 

But, on the other hand, he displayed a competent 
knowledge of finance; spoke on all occasions, and 
on every subject, from the treasury bench, with 
perspicuity and facility; applied closely to official 
business, and acquired some transitory popularity 
among those who did not look below the surface, 
by making peace with France, a few months after 
he came into power. These commencements 
were nevertheless speedily obliterated by other 
occurrences. It was soon ascertained that no 
treaty could bind a revolutionary nation, pro¬ 
pelled by the energies of a military chief armed 
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with despotie authority, whose principles were 
adverse to the repose and felicity of Europe, as 
well as to the independence of all other govern¬ 
ments. War recommenced early in 1803. During 
about thirteen or fourteen months, which elapsed 
while Addington still remained at the head of his 
majesty’s councils, his eyes were invariably, and 
I had almost said, exclusively, directed towards 
the harbour of Boulogne. From that newly-con¬ 
structed port and Vimereux, where Bonaparte 
had ostentatiously accumulated every sort of 
naval and military preparation for a descent on 
our shores, the English minister appeared to 
dread the most calamitous results, notwithstand¬ 
ing the Martello towers with which his prede¬ 
cessor had covered the beach, from Dungeness to 
Folkstone. Every gun-boat terrified him, which 
ventured out from under the protection of the 
French batteries; and the occasional capture of 
one of these vehicles for transporting the ven¬ 
geance of the Corsican consul to the Kentish 
coast, diffused more satisfaction in Downing- 
street, than could have been produced by a vic¬ 
tory obtained in any other quarter. 

While, nevertheless, Pitt continued ostensibly 
to sustain the administration,, or even to contem¬ 
plate the state of public affairs with apparent in¬ 
difference, the spell endured. But, no sooner did 
the ex-minister become thoroughly weary of pass¬ 
ing his time in seclusion, with Lady Hester Stan- 
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hope, at Walmer Castle; occupied all day, as 
he was, in the ungrateful task of disciplining 
and drilling refractory Cinque Port volunteers, or 
looking through his telescope at the batteries 
along the French coast; —no sooner did he sig¬ 
nify, by means of confidential adherents in both 
houses of parliament, his wish to resume his an- 
tient place in the cabinet, than Addington’s power 
instantly dissolved like a dream. Pitt, compared 
by one of his noble followers to “a giant re¬ 
freshed,” took possession of the government, as if 
it had been his patrimony and his birth-right. 
Richard Cromwell, when deprived of the protec¬ 
torate in 1659 by the cabal of Wallingford 
House, did not oppose less resistance to the man¬ 
date which reduced him to the condition of a pri¬ 
vate citizen, than was exhibited by Addington 
in 1804. Pitt rewarded him for this prompt 
submission, by raising him to the peerage, about 
seven months afterwards. If public opinion had 
sustained his administration, it could not have 
been thus extinguished. But he wanted not only 
the talents; he wanted likewise Pitt’s elevation 
of mind, and superiority to feelings of self-in¬ 
terest, which he exhibited when he refused to 
confer upon himself the clerkship of the pells, 
and bestowed it upon Barr6. Addington acted 
otherwise, and when the office became again va¬ 
cant, he took possession of it in his son’s name. 
This conduct, however natural and venial, yet 
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produced an unfavourable impression throughout 
the country. After quitting the post of first 
minister, and passing a considerable time out of 
office, followed by very few adherents, he has 
again re-appeared on the political theatre, in a 
subordinate situation. So that to him may be 
applied Juvenal’s remark, when (speaking of the 
change effected in the Roman people) he says, 

-“ Qui dabat olim 

Imperium, fasces, legiones, omnia, nunc se 
.Continet/'- 

Perhaps I might add with the satirist, 

-“atque duas tantum res anxius optat,” 

an earldom, and a pension. 

Eden made a figure not less conspicuous than 
Addington, on the first day of the session, though 
of a very different description. It was commonly 
asserted and believed, that Eden had stipulated 
with the minister, as a secret article of the bargain 
between them, for permission to absent himself 
from the house, at the opening of parliament. 
But, Dundas having been informed that Eden, in 
the circular letter addressed to his former associ¬ 
ates, had said, “Though, for the reasons assigned, 
I have accepted a mission from Mr. Pitt, yet I 
shall always retain my attachment to my old po¬ 
litical friendsdetermined not to allow him to 
set off for Paris, without his previously exhibit¬ 
ing himself as a supporter of government in the 
front rank. Notwithstanding his repugnance, he 
VOL. II. c 
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attended, and was placed on the treasury bench, 
between the chancellor of the exchequer and 
the treasurer of the navy. There I beheld him, 
exposed as in a political pillory, during many 
hours, to the gaze, and indeed, to the pelting of 
his quondam opposition companions. All eyes 
were directed towards him; while those whom 
he had joined, and those whom he had deserted, 
seemed equally to enjoy his distress. His coun¬ 
tenance, naturally pale, but rendered more so by 
his situation, bore eloquent testimony to the 
feelings which agitated him. Lord Surrey be¬ 
gan the attack, with more address than was usu¬ 
ally exhibited by him, to whom Fox generally 
delegated such parliamentary commissions as re¬ 
quired little delicacy or circumlocution. After in¬ 
veighing against the ministerial profusion on vari¬ 
ous points, and demanding " whether the appoint¬ 
ment of two embassadors at Paris with separate 
establishments, was to be regarded as a test of the 
economy of administration he added, “ Possibly, 
however, the gentleman who is recently appoint¬ 
ed to fill one of those posts, may convince me of 
my error in thinking such a double nomination 
neither necessary, nor economical. I do not see 
him in his place,” continued Lord Surrey, affect¬ 
ing to look round for Eden among the minority 
members near him, while loud and general laugh¬ 
ter pervaded the assembly. “ Perhaps too,” sub¬ 
joined he, "the same gentleman will inform us 
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that he has been furnished with reasons for in¬ 
ducing him to place confidence in those very mi¬ 
nisters, for withholding from whom my good 
opinion, he has furnished me at different times 
with so many excellent Reasons.” 

Fox entered more pointedly into the subject. 
After denying that any necessity existed for ap¬ 
pointing a person to negotiate the projected com¬ 
mercial treaty with France, whose rank in life 
rendered it unbecoming for him to act in a sub¬ 
ordinate capacity; he proceeded to animadvert 
personally on Eden’s defection. “ The minister,” 
observed Fox, ** has unquestionably called to his 
assistance, a gentleman who is somewhat better 
informed in matters of commerce, than he is 
himself. Of that truth, the experience of the last 
session has pretty well convinced him. Let him 
not however exult too much in having acquired 
such an ally, or trust too implicitly to his ad¬ 
herence, if the assertions contained in his own 
letters spoke his real sentiments! He has quitted 
a connexion, of whose principles he has repeated¬ 
ly expressed his warmest approbation, in order to 
join a party, whose continuance in office he has 
by his votes in this house declared to be danger¬ 
ous to the existence of the constitution.” Words 
more contumelious could not easily be furnished 
by the English language. Nor did Pitt attempt 
any defence of his new auxiliary, though he jus¬ 
tified the measure of sending him over to France, 

c 2 
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for the purpose of negotiating a commercial 
treaty; as well as the specific selection of Eden, 
who was eminently qualified to effect so great 
and salutary a national work. Eden himself re¬ 
mained speechless. He excited compassion: but, 
his family, which was large, (while his income 
consisted principally, if not wholly, in pensions 
issuing out of the exchequer,) compelled him 
to bring his talents to the ministerial market. 
After undergoing so painful and public an ex¬ 
posure, he was permitted to set out for Paris, 
without entering a second time the house of 
commons. 

Among the individuals of high rank, who, 
during the first weeks of Pitt’s administration, 
had obtained considerable appointments from the 
crown, might justly be reckoned the Earl of 
Chesterfield. Early in 1784 he was named em¬ 
bassador to the court of Madrid, for which place 
he soon afterwards ostensibly set out, accompa¬ 
nied by his relative, Mr. Arthur Stanhope, no¬ 
minated secretary to the embassy. But, like Mon- 
taucielm. the “ D&erteur,” who, with all his efforts, 
could never raise the brandy-bottle above his 
mouth; so. Lord Chesterfield and his secretary, 
though they reached Paris, proceeded to Mar¬ 
seilles, and loitered for a long time on the shore 
of the Mediterranean, where they seemed to 
amuse themselves very well at the national ex¬ 
pence ; yet never could reach the Pyrenees, or set 
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foot on the Spanish territory. Such a waste of 
the public money necessarily excited animadver¬ 
sion. The Earl of Surrey, on the day when par¬ 
liament met, sternly demanded of the minister, 
“ whether the maintenance of an expensive em¬ 
bassy to Madrid for two years past, during all 
which period of time it was notorious that the 
nobleman named to that high situation had ne¬ 
ver approached the frontiers of Spain, constitut¬ 
ed a proof of the economy of administration?” 
Pitt, though he replied at great length to many 
of the accusations contained in Fox’s speech, yet, 
whether from inadvertence, or from intention, 
I cannot say, took no notice of Lord Surrey’s 
charge. But Martin, member for Tewksbury, 
than whom a more incorrupt man did not sit in 
the house of commons; and who commonly sup¬ 
ported Pitt, not from views of interest, or of 
ambition, or of party; impelled by public prin¬ 
ciple alone; rose towards the close of the debate. 
In few and simple words he expressed his concern, 
no less than his surprize, that a ministry of whom 
he had entertained so high an opinion, should, 
in the instance pointed out by Lord Surrey, 
commit so flagrant a breach of economy. The 
chancellor of the exchequer immediately came 
forward, and offered his reasons for the measure; 
prefacing them with some very flattering expres¬ 
sions to Martin himself. “ The salary,” he said, 
“ had been allowed to the nobleman in question. 
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from a motive of policy, because, at the time 
when he was appointed, an embassador was ex¬ 
pected to arrive here from Spain. But, as that 
expectation had not been realized, his majesty, 
approving, as he did, of Lord Chesterfield’s con¬ 
duct, nevertheless had ordered his immediate re¬ 
turn to England.” Pitt’s excuse was admitted, 
and the embassy terminated; more beneficially 
indeed to the noble functionary than to the na¬ 
tion, he having received his ample appointments 
for two years, accompanied by other customary 
gratifications, without performing any diplomatic 
act. 

Lord Chesterfield was collaterally related to the 
celebrated earl, so well known in the reigns of the 
first two princes of the Brunswick line, respecting 
which nobleman Dr. Johnson observed, that “ he 
was a lord among wits, and a wit among lords.” 
His successor did not inherit either the brilliant 
parts or the parliamentary abilities of that eminent 
person; but he, nevertheless, possessed consider¬ 
able talents, heightened by pleasing, lively manners. 
To the king he rendered himself peculiarly ac¬ 
ceptable, and few men about the court enjoyed 
more frequent or familiar colloquial intercourse 
with his sovereign. In order to avail himself of 
this distinction, and the effects which might natu¬ 
rally be expected to result from it, he renounced, 
during many years, his paternal seat of Bretby, in 
the county of Derby, and hired a place at Bayley’s, 
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near Salthill, within three or four miles of Wind¬ 
sor. His attentions were not lavished on an un¬ 
grateful master. The garter , the post of master 
of the horse, and other offices, successively con- 
fared on him, formed sufficient evidences of royal 
predilection. Towards the concluding years of his 
life, after his majesty’s last attack of intellectual 
malady in 1810, Lord Chesterfield quitted Bay- 
ley’s, withdrew to Bretby, and occupied himself 
till his decease in embellishing that classic residence 
of the Stanhopes, commemorated in such enter¬ 
taining terms by Grammont. His career would 
have been, on the whole, rather distinguished than 
Otherwise, if the circumstance of criminally prose¬ 
cuting his tutor, and the degree of commiseration 
excited by Dodd’s ignominious end, however de¬ 
served it might be, had not operated to the disad¬ 
vantage of the pupil. It was thought indicative 
of too severe or unfeeling a disposition, at two-and- 
twenty, to surrender a clergyman, connected by 
such ties, to the public executioner. Such conti¬ 
nues even at present to be the common sentiment 
of mankind respecting that transaction. The late 
Earl of Berkeley, having either wounded or killed 
more than one highwayman who attempted to rob 
him when travelling. Lord Chesterfield jocosely 
said to him in conversation, “ Berkeley, when did 
you last dispatch a highwayman ?”—“ Chester¬ 
field,” replied he, “ how long is it since you hung 
a parson ?” Here the dialogue ceased. The late 
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Earl of Sandwich, who died in 1814, recounted to 
me this anecdote, which he received from Lord 
Berkeley himself. 

With Dodd I was well acquainted. Some time 
during the month of November 1776, dining at 
the house of Messrs. Dilly, the booksellers, not far 
from the Mansion House, who were accustomed 
frequently to entertain men of letters at their 
table, I there found myself seated very unworthily 
among several distinguished individuals. Wilkes, 
Jones, afterwards so well known as Sir William 
Jones, De Lolme, Dr. Dodd, with three or four 
others, composed the company. We were gay, 
animated, and convivial. Before we parted, Dodd 
invited us to a dinner at his residence in Argyle- 
street. A day was named, and all promised to 
attend. When we broke up. Dr. Dodd, who had 
shewn me many civilities during the evening, 
offered to set me down at the west end of the 
town, adding that his own carriage was waiting at 
the door. I readily accepted the proposal, and he 
carried me back to the St. James’s Coffee-house. 
The company accordingly met again on the even¬ 
ing fixed, when a very elegant repast was served, 
with French wines of various kinds. Mrs. Dodd 
presided, and afterwards received in her drawing¬ 
room a large party of both sexes. Dodd was a 
plausible, agreeable man ; lively, entertaining, 
well-informed, and communicative in conversa¬ 
tion. While in prison, he wrote to me, urgently 
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requesting my exertions with the late Lord Nu¬ 
gent to procure his pardon. If it could have been 
extended to him, without producing by the pre¬ 
cedent incalculable injury to society, his majesty 
would undoubtedly have exercised in his case the 
prerogative of mercy. He felt the strongest im¬ 
pulse to save Dodd, not only on account of the 
numerous and powerful applications made in his 
favour, but as a clergyman who had been one of 
his own chaplains. The Earl of Mansfield, how¬ 
ever, prevented so pernicious an act of grace. I 
have heard Lord Sackville recount the circum¬ 
stances that took place in the council held on the 
occasion, at which the king assisted. To the firm¬ 
ness of the lord chief-justice, Dodd’s execution 
was due: for, no sooner had he pronounced his 
decided opinion that no mercy ought to be ex¬ 
tended, than the king, taking up the pen, signed 
the death-warrant. He died penitent and pusilla¬ 
nimous. The weather on the 27th of June 1777, 
when he suffered, was most variable, changing per¬ 
petually from bright sunshine to heavy storms of 
rain; during one of which latter pelting showers 
he was turned off at Tyburn. His body, conveyed 
.to a house in the city of London, underwent 
every scientific professional operation which, it was 
hoped, might restore animation. Pott, the cele¬ 
brated surgeon, was present to direct them. There 
were even found persons sufficiently credulous to 
believe that Dodd had been resuscitated, and pri- 
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vately transported to Aix in Provence. Lord 
Chesterfield never altogether surmounted the un¬ 
favourable impression produced by the prominent 
share which he took in Dodd’s prosecution, though 
time obliterated it in a certain degree. 

Towards the dose of the day when parliament 
met, Major Scott reminded Burke of the engage¬ 
ment into which he had entered before the ter¬ 
mination of the last session, to bring forward his 
charges against Hastings. Scott added, that it was 
incumbent on him to state at what time he in¬ 
tended to proceed, if he meant to proceed at all , as 
the late governor-general felt the utmost anxiety 
for dispatch. Before Burke could answer. Fox, 
presenting himself to the Speaker’s notice, ob¬ 
served, that if his friend should so entirely forget 
his duty (which, at the same time, he was far from 
supposing) as to neglect accomplishing his promise, 
others would be found in that assembly disposed 
to bring the business under discussion. Burke de¬ 
clined pledging himself to any particular day or 
time, justifying his silence on the point by citing 
the great Duke of Parma’s memorable reply, who, 
when pressed by Henry the Fourth to fix a day 
for a general action, answered that “ he had not 
come so far in order to learn from his enemy the 
proper place or occasion for giving battle.” It 
seemed by this ambiguous or evasive expression 
as if Burke had not altogether expected to be thus 
summoned; since more than seven months of par- 
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liamentary leisure which he had enjoyed subse¬ 
quent to Hastings’s return, might naturally have 
enabled him instantly to commence his proceed¬ 
ings. Whether such was the fact or not, I know 
that many of the governor-general’s wisest friends 
censured the conduct of his agent. They thought 
a negative triumph might have sufficed, under all 
the circumstances of Hastings’s position, without 
seeking the enemy, insulting, and defying him. 
If, when so challenged, Burke had refused to prove 
his assertions, he must have been stigmatized as a 
calumniator. No alternative, therefore, was left him, 
except to undertake the painful office of an accuser. 
These reflections, however natural or judicious 
they might be, made little impression on a man 
who, conscious of the general rectitude of his in¬ 
tentions while administering the East India Com¬ 
pany’s affairs on the banks of the Ganges, erro¬ 
neously conceived that party would respect him 
on his revisiting England. Hastings relied for 
security, if not for recompense, on three founda¬ 
tions, all of which proved totally without solidity. 
The first was, his public services; the next, royal 
favour; and the last was, ministerial support. 

Unquestionably Hastings merited highly of the 
East India Company, and consequently of the 
nation, in his public character. Nor were either 
the directors, or the proprietors, insensible to his 
great services. But they viewed his administration 
through a political medium, while Burke held it 
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up to a moral standard. Utility and revenue 
formed the principal criterion of right and wrong 
in Leadenhall-street. At Westminster, respect for 
every right, nay, even prejudice, of the Oriental 
princes and people; renunciation of all attempt to 
levy forced contributions from them, even when 
the. preservation of the British territories seemed 
most urgently to demand it;—such were the rules 
of action by which his accusers tried the governor- 
general. He never appeared to comprehend tho¬ 
roughly his situation. Yet all history, antient as 
well as modern, might have shewn him, that 
under popular governments, the most resplendent 
public services have almost invariably conducted to 
prosecution and punishment. If he opened the 
page of Grecian story, with which he was familiar, 
he must have seen the conqueror of Marathon 
accused by Xantippus, and expiring of his wounds 
in prison, under the weight of a heavy pecuniary 
fine which he was unable to pay; imposed by the 
very people, in their legislative capacity, whom he 
had rescued from foreign invasion and slavery. 
Themistodes, who may be said to have twice saved 
the Athenians; on both elements, at Plataea, as 
well as at Salamis; scarcely experienced a better 
treatment than Miltiades, and died in exile. 

Rome, while she continued free, and conse¬ 
quently liable to become the prey of contending 
parties, like every state possessing liberty; offered, 
in the person of the first Scipio Africanus, a pro- 
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general, who vanquished Hannibal at Zaina, was 
juridically attacked on his return to Italy; or, in 
modern language, he was impeached. The elder 
Cato persecuted him, precisely as Burke did Has¬ 
tings. The two Petilii, tribunes of the people, 
performed the same part as Fox and Sheridan did 
among us. Scipio was by them accused of extor¬ 
tion exercised against Antiochus king of Syria, 
nearly as Hastings was charged with acting to¬ 
wards Cheyt Sing and the Princesses of Oude. So 
great a similarity is there in all the events of his¬ 
tory, through every period of time. Even from 
the instance of Lord Clive, Hastings might have 
learned to deprecate and dread a parliamentary 
enquiry. The conqueror of Plassey, who subjected 
to Great Britain the provinces of Bengal, Babar, 
and Orissa, very narrowly escaped punishment; 
and his services were military, performed princi¬ 
pally in the field. Those of the governor-general 
were executed only in his civil capacity, which he 
likewise in some measure divided with the mem¬ 
bers of the Supreme Council; consequently they 
did not make the same forcible appeal to national 
gratitude which victories produce. These reflec¬ 
tions should have induced him to adopt a defen¬ 
sive line of conduct, whereas he in some measure 
provoked a prosecution. 

If his services to the state, and their operation 
on the public mind, could not secure him from 
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impeachment, or enable him triumphantly to 
repel his accusers; still less could he calculate 
on the effects of royal favour, for extrication. 
That his majesty considered him as a man who 
had merited highly of his country, and of the 
crown, is indisputable. I know that the king, 
down to his final loss of reason in 1810, express¬ 
ed himself in those terms respecting Hastings, 
and always spoke of him as the worst-used sub¬ 
ject in his dominions. But George the Third 
could extend no protection to a man impeached 
by the commons of Great Britain. Previous 
indeed to their vote, he might prolong the 
conversation with Hastings at a levee, as her 
majesty might distinguish Mrs. Hastings at the 
drawing-room; but, subsequently, he could not 
even appear in the royal presence at St. James’s. 
Nor did the king possess any such control over 
Pitt, as at other periods of his reign he exer¬ 
cised over other ministers. The Earl of Bute 
was a favourite, not a statesman. Lord North 
stood in a more confidential and intimate rela¬ 
tion to the sovereign, than Pitt; who was ele¬ 
vated to his office as much by the national voice, 
as by his majesty’s preference. Addington, I 
readily admit, who was substituted in Pitt’s place 
entirely by royal selection, and maintained in it 
by the same power, could not with impunity 
have opposed the determined wishes of the crown. 

Other reasons likewise existed, which might 
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impose a restraint oh George the Third. It was 
well known that the late governor-general and 
Mrs. Hastings had presented him, or the queen, 
with many valuable articles brought from the 
East; principally, precious stones. The ivory bed 
had been commemorated in the “ Rolliad.” Some 
obloquy attached itself to these splendid offer¬ 
ings of Oriental respect. In the spring of the 
year 1786, a man attracted attention, who pos¬ 
sessed the extraordinary faculty of masticating 
and swallowing stones. He lodged in Cockspur- 
street, where I saw him perform the act with 
apparent facility. He was commonly denomi¬ 
nated “the miraculous stone-eater.” Hastings’s 
enemies caused a caricature to be struck, and sold 
in the print-shops of the metropolis, where the 
king was represented in the Asiatic costume of 
the Great Mogul, a turban encircling his head. 
His mouth was wide open, and opposite stood Hast¬ 
ings, with a large bulse of diamonds in his hand, 
which he threw, one by one, into the royal jaws. 
Underneath was inscribed, “Themiraculous stone- 
eater,” and no person could mistake the two 
figures. This fact sufficiently proves how im¬ 
possible it would have been for his majesty to 
manifest any strong interest in Hastings’s affairs, 
without exciting severe comments. 

Least of all ought Hastings to have nourished 
any expectations of ministerial protection. The 
chancellor, it is true, expressed the highest opi- 
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nion of his services, accompanied with correspond¬ 
ing testimonies of contempt or reprobation for 
the printed reports , as well as for the personal 
attacks made on him in the house of commons. 
But these ebullitions of Lord Thurlow’s gloomy 
indignation, which evaporated in words, only sti¬ 
mulated the leaders of opposition to more strenu¬ 
ous exertions, by augmenting their animosity. 
In the first Earl of Mansfield, and the Arch¬ 
bishop of York, (Markham,) Mr. Hastings could 
likewise boast of two friends. He had indeed 
conferred the office of resident at Benares on 
one of the archbishop’s sons; a circumstance to 
which most invidious allusion is made in the 
“Pindaric” assigned to Dr. Markham, by the 
author of the “ Probationary Odeswhere, de¬ 
scribing “ the bark, rich with Indian spoils,” on 
board which the governor-general embarked for 
Europe, he exclaims, 

“ O! to Britannia’s shore 
In safety waft, ye winds, the precious freight I 
Tis Hastings; of the prostrate East 
Despotic arbiter; whose bounty gave 
My Markham’s delegated rule 
To riot in the plunder of Benares I”- 

-“ Soon may I greet the morn, 

When, Hastings screen’d, Dundas and George’s name 
Thro’ Bishopsthorpe’s glad roofs shall sound!” 

Jenkinson, too, I admit, might be numbered 
among the govemor-general’s supporters. But 
his reign had nearly terminated, and the time 
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was gone by when his opinion could almost sway 
a majority in the house. Whatever accusations 
of submission to secret influence the members 
of opposition might find it convenient to throw 
out against Pitt, he was not, like Lord North, 
of a temper or character to suffer a controlling 
power between himself and the throne. Pitt 
well knew how to appreciate the service which 
he had rendered to the king, in preventing the 
coalition from putting on him a political strait* 
waistcoat. Jenkinson therefore in 1786, if he 
had not sunk to the level of an ordinary, privy 
counsellor, yet no longer exercised the mysterious 
power attributed to him during the American war. 
Besides, he had already one foot in the house of 
peers, and only waited for the conclusion of the 
session, to be removed from his present situa- 
tion to a more dignified rank. The fact was 
so universally known, that Fox did not hesitate 
in alluding to it, during the course of debate. 
Speaking of Jenkinson, just about this time,— 
I believe it happened early in February, on the 
discussion of a militia question,—Fox described 
him as “a person high in the minister’s confi¬ 
dence, who still remained a member of that 
house, but who, if universal report might war¬ 
rant belief, would shortly leave it, in order to 
grace another assembly.” All eyes were directed 
towards Jenkinson. He necessarily felt how deep 
a stake depended; and he' was too wise to risk 
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a shipwreck, by any act of imprudence, at a 
moment when he had nearly accomplished the 
great object of his ambition. Hastings could not 
reasonably look for any efficient assistance from 
that quarter. 

Pitt himself unquestionably owed to Hast¬ 
ings’s friends the deepest obligations. They had 
joined him when struggling against Fox’s majo¬ 
rity ; and to the Bengal squad, opposition reproach¬ 
ed the minister with subservience on every oc¬ 
casion. 'But he had now emancipated himself 
from those fetters, and, supported by popular fa¬ 
vour, might disregard all past claims. By ex¬ 
tinguishing the meditated impeachment, he well 
knew that he should gratify the king. He pre¬ 
ferred a different line of action, apparently more 
elevated, noble, and incorrupt. Probably, too, 
he was not sorry, by permitting the minority 
leaders to expend the whole force of their talents, 
as well as their time, against Hastings, to occupy 
them in an almost interminable pursuit; while, 
from the eminence where he stood, he assumed 
a dignified neutrality, leaving national justice to 
find her own channel. Dundas had stronger per¬ 
sonal motives even than Pitt for abandoning 
Hastings to the attacks of his enemies. He had 
raised himself to be the real head of the East 
India Board, and he dreaded no individual so 
much as the governor-general of Bengal. In 
fact, if Hastings had surmounted the charges 
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made by Burke, he would, in all probability, 
have been immediately created a British peer, or 
at least a privy counsellor, and must have obtain¬ 
ed a seat at the board of control. Nor could he 
have been a mere passive, subservient member 
of that board. His experience, sustained by lo¬ 
cal knowledge, must have given a preponderant 
weight to all his opinions. From that instant 
Dundas would necessarily have beheld the edi¬ 
fice of his greatness shaken, if not subverted. 

Burke, therefore, in bringing Hastings before a 
parliamentary tribunal, was in fact labouring for 
Dundas; who, unless we suppose him to have 
been superior to every movement of self-interest 
and ambition, must have secretly exulted in the 
misfortunes of a man formed to check his political 
progress. If, after thus contemplating the con-, 
cealed causes which operated against Hastings, 
we calculate their combined force, we shall not 
wonder that he was borne away by them; and 
we cannot avoid condemning the temerity or 
presumption, which roused the lion in his den. 
Lord Clive was better advised, and escaped im¬ 
peachment, because he did not defy or provoke 
it We may justly question whether, if Major 
Scott had never appeared within the walls of the 
house of commons, or exerted his pen for Hast¬ 
ings, he would ever have been impeached at the 
bar of the lords. It was the imprudent zeal of 
his agent, that in some measure compelled Burke 

d 2 



86 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIM$. 1786. 

to produce his charges. Scott’s exertions in Hast* 
ings’s cause were not less injurious than Sir 
William Draper’s interference proved to the Mar¬ 
quis of Granby, when, unsolicited, he entered the 
lists against Junius . Burke himself indeed de¬ 
clared, when addressing the house on the 17th 
of February, that “ he was called upon and driven 
to the business which he had now engaged to 
prosecute.” 

17th —20 th February .—This memorable judicial 
proceeding, one of the most interesting which has 
been instituted in our time, was opened by Burke 
in a manner equally solemn and impressive. The 
attendance was numerous; and never perhaps did 
any public question excite a more general curi¬ 
osity ; blended with sentiments of admiration, or 
of condemnation, for the person who formed the 
object of prosecution, according to the estimate 
formed of his official conduct. With great 
ability, aided by classic allusions or citations ap¬ 
plicable to the case, Burke detailed the different 
modes of bringing a state criminal before the 
highest tribunal known to the British constitu¬ 
tion ; finally deciding in favour of impeachment. 
The recent instance of Rumbold, who had found 
means to frustrate “ a bill of pains and penalties,” 
deterred him, he said, from having again recourse 
to so ineffectual an expedient. To the alterna¬ 
tive of ordering the attorney-general to prose¬ 
cute in the court of king’s bench, he likewise 
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objected; partly, because Arden appeared un¬ 
willing to exert his abilities in the cause; but, 
as Burke asserted, still more on account of the 
magnitude and enormity of Hastings’s offences. 
No doubt, however, he did not chuse to entrust 
the decision to the plain sense of a jury, under 
the direction of a lord chief-justice whose politi¬ 
cal opinions were well known to be highly fa¬ 
vourable to Hastings. Against Dundas, Burke 
indulged in the severest animadversions, as a man 
insensible. to virtue and principle; endeavouring 
to prove his assertion by a reference to the trea¬ 
surer of the navy’s conduct in 1782, when, in his 
capacity of chairman of the secret committee, he 
moved more than one resolution criminating, or at 
least, heavily inculpating, the governor-general of 
Bengal. No individual better knew than Burke 
how to enlist and marshal the finest emotions or 
passions of the human mind, in whatever cause 
he undertook; sometimes perhaps in violation of 
truth, frequently in opposition to reason. He 
contrasted the ready assistance which Dundas 
had experienced, when, four years earlier, under 
the Rockingham administration, he called for 
papers and documents to prove delinquency 
against Hastings; with the scanty means of legal 
information now afforded by government to him¬ 
self while engaged in a similar pursuit. 

“ I might,” exclaimed he, “consider the rejec¬ 
tion of my demand as a stratagem to defeat the 
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whole enquiry; but I feel too awful a sense of 
public justice, ever to desert its cause. The ruin 
of Roman justice arose ex prevaricatione accusato - 
rum . When Cicero accused Verres, he was sup¬ 
ported, not abandoned, by the flower of the senate. 
The Hortensii, the Metelli, and the Marcelli, all 
sustained him. Every species of evidence was 
furnished. The public records were laid open. 
One hundred and fifty days were granted him to 
collect materials, even from a province so near 
as Sicily to the seat of government. Can it 
now be asserted that the administration of jus¬ 
tice is in honourable or liberal hands, if proofs de¬ 
manded by the accuser are refused and withheld ? 
The downfall of the greatest empire which the 
world ever witnessed, originated in the mal-ad- 
ministration of its provinces.”—** I looked for aid 
from those in authority. Alas! I perceive that 
lesser objects interest them. The Cicero of the 
British senate, (looking at Dundas,) when he 
seemed to feel indignant at the crimes committed 
in the East, was not thus treated. But I per¬ 
ceive, (turning his eyes on Pitt,) that any ope¬ 
rations by which the three per cents, may be 
raised in value, affect ministers more deeply than 
vindicating the violated rights of millions of the 
human race. Notwithstanding, however, every 
obstruction which can be thrown in my way, 
a sense of public duty will make me surmount 
them. 1 feel strong in the goodness of my cause, 
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and, if this house support me, X will bring for¬ 
ward my charge. Confident of success, I will 
hazard the attempt, against every combination of 
power, or of wealth.” 

Neither Dundas nor Pitt could remain silent 
under such imputations. The former minister 
observed, that be never had moved any resolution 
respecting Hastings, the object of which went be¬ 
yond bis recall. ** The infraction of the treaty of 
Poorunder concluded with the Mharattas, and the 
expensive establishments set up by him in India,” 
continued Dundas, “ I thought highly culpable in 
1782. I think so still; but I do not regard Mr. 
Hastings as having done any act of a criminal 
nature.” He concluded by declaring, that with 
respect to the production of papers, it was his in¬ 
tention to throw no unnecessary impediment in 
the way of enquiry. The chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer likewise addressed the house, and every 
expression which fell from his lips attracted notice, 
as affording a clue whereby to judge of his future 
intentions; but they were clothed in language too 
guarded and indefinite to furnish any certain cri¬ 
terion. Hastings, he admitted, appeared, under 
some points of view, a resplendent character; 
while, if viewed through the medium of other 
parts of his administration, he excited condemna¬ 
tion. Having justified Dundas from the imputa¬ 
tion of inconsistency, on account of his conduct in 
1782, as compared with his present line of action, 
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“ If,” added Pitt, “ any real guilt were to be inves¬ 
tigated, and any punishment to be inflicted, I am 
of opinion that he would be as proper to guide the 
prosecution, and as likely to accomplish every 
purpose of public justice, as the individuals into 
whose hands it has devolved. But, when the esta¬ 
blished rules of evidence are to be overleaped, and 
a judicial proceeding is to be conducted rather by 
violence and personal resentment than by the dull 
forms of ordinary law, — then, indeed, I consider 
the gentlemen who have undertaken it as the fit¬ 
test persons to whom it should be entrusted.—I 
am,” concluded Pitt, “ neither a determined friend 
nor foe to Mr. Hastings; but I will support the 
principles of justice and equity. I recommend a 
calm, dispassionate investigation, leaving every 
man to follow the impulse of his own mind.” Al¬ 
most all the documents required by Burke were 
laid on the table; while universal attention was 
directed towards the great prosecution that seemed 
about to commence in Westminster. 

27 th February .—It was nevertheless intermedi¬ 
ately attracted into another channel by Pitt him¬ 
self, who in person brought forward a measure 
calculated from its nature and object to suspend 
for the time every inferior matter of national con¬ 
sideration. I mean, the projected fortifications for 
the defence of Portsmouth and Plymouth. We 
have seen that the minister had been restrained 
during the preceding session from devoting to 
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their construction a considerable sum of money, in 
consequence of the general jealousy or disapproba- 
tion manifested on the subject. He nevertheless 
thought proper to resume it, and to shock public 
opinion by the prominent part which he took in 
propelling so obnoxious a system, in defiance of 
every objection. The whole transaction forms one 
of the most characteristic features of Pitt’s long 
administration. Among the individuals who oc¬ 
cupied an eminent place in his esteem was, as I 
have already stated, the Duke of Richmond; but 
he by no means enjoyed the national, or even par¬ 
liamentary confidence, in the same degree. Not 
content with placing him at the head of the ord¬ 
nance, Pitt had given him a seat in the cabinet; 
and this new Archimedes, from the elevation 
which he had attained, undertook to shake, or 
rather to change and to remove, the foundation of 
the national greatness. The navy had always been 
considered as our peculiar bulwark and safeguard. 
Without attempting to supersede a species of de¬ 
fence so analogous to our insular position, the duke 
proposed to augment our security by works of 
very considerable magnitude and expence, intend¬ 
ed to be constructed under the superintendance 
of scientific engineers. 

In order to obviate the prejudices entertained 
against his proposition, a board, composed of naval 
and military officers, had been formed, who were 
empowered to examine and report to the. king 
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their opinion on the measure. But the duke bong 
constituted the president, and all the questions 
put to the members originating from him; their 
report, which strongly recommended the plan, was 
very unfavourably received by the public. Even 
the approbation of the board was not by any means 
unanimous. Three individuals strongly dissent¬ 
ed from it, of whom two sate in the lower, and 
the third in the upper house of parliament. Gene¬ 
ral Burgoyne and Captain Macbride had, indeed, 
already expressed their condemnation of the whole 
plan. They were sustained by Earl Percy, who 
very soon after this time became Duke of North¬ 
umberland. His high rank, independence of mind, 
and military experience, gave no small weight 
to his opinion. The ** Rolliad,” when separately 
characterizing than, says,— 

“ See Burgoyne, rapt in all a soldier’s pride, 

Damn with a shrug, and with a look deride; 

While coarse Macbride a busier task assumes, 

And tears with graceless rage our hero’s plumes.— 

And Percy, too, of lineage justly vain, 

Surveys the system with a mild disdain.” 

In the course of the month of February, three 
debates took place relative to the proposed fortifi¬ 
cations, at all of which the master-general of the 
ordnance was present; not under the gallery, at 
the lower extremity of the house, where as a peer 
he ought naturally to have been seated, but in the 
gallery appropriated to members of the house of 
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commons, over the treasury bench, and directly 
opposite to his nephew. Fox. From this corn* 
man ding position he might be said to survey, as 
well as to hear, the discussion. Throughout each 
of these evenings, Pitt sustained the whole weight 
of the arguments urged against the plan, answered 
in person every objection, and stood, as it were, 
singly in the breach. None of his coadjutors in 
office uttered a word. Mr. Grenville was silent; 
Lord Mulgrave remained mute; and even Dun- 
das, who on almost every other question came for¬ 
ward with alacrity, found no tongue to defend the 
Duke of Richmond’s system. Sheridan, Court¬ 
ney, and Burgoyne exposed the manoeuvres used 
to produce the favourable report made on the sub¬ 
ject by the board of officers. Fox, unmoved by 
the presence of the duke, his unde, hdd up the 
whole project to derision; while he at the same 
time protested that he considered the proposition 
itself of fortifying the dock-yards, as neither a 
military nor a naval question. “ It is,” said he, 
“ one of a broader nature,—political, financial, and 
constitutional.” Sheridan moved for a copy of the 
appointment of the board, and such portions of 
their instructions and report as his majesty might 
deem it discreet to make public, without injury 
to the state. But Pitt either eluded or refused the 
information required, on various pretences, some 
of which by no means appeared to be candid or 
satisfactory. He stated that it would be indecor- 



44 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1786. 

ous and improper to call for parts of the report 
which the king in his discretion had thought fit to 
withhold. Sheridan’s motion was negatived with* 
out a division. It seemed as if the minister reck¬ 
oned on the blind, as well as submissive, devo¬ 
tion of the house; but the event greatly deceived 
his expectation. 

Pitt-himself commenced the discussion, justify¬ 
ing and recommending the system of fortifications, 
as applicable to our national defence, by appeals to 
English history, from Elizabeth down to George 
the Second. Even as an operation of finance, 
which might demand, he allowed, near a million 
sterling before it would be completed; he declared 
that, “ considering the protection derived from it, 
and the means it would afford for preventing a 
future war, the first million that should be applied 
towards creating a sinking fund would not be 
more wisely or judiciously employed than a similar 
sum expended on the proposed works.” If oratory 
could have procured a majority of votes, unques¬ 
tionably Pitt would have carried the question; 
but the common sense of his hearers rejected its 
fascination. Two of the four representatives for. 
Devon and Cornwall, Mr. Bastard and Sir William 
Lemon, rising successively, in few and simple 
words expressed their insurmountable objections 
to the measure. The former, after comparing the 
noble projector of these impregnable bulwarks 
to the knight of Cervantes, moved, that “ works 
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on so extensive a plan are inexpedient.” Sir Wil¬ 
liam Lemon admonished the minister against pur¬ 
suing a proposition which would infallibly deprive 
him of the favour and confidence of the people. 
Walwyn, one of the members for the city of Here¬ 
ford,—a man who, I believe, never rose to speak 
either before or since,—warned the chancellor of 
the exchequer not to shock the public feeling by 
persisting to recommend a system odious to the 
nation. “ Report confidently asserts,” added he, 
“ that the right honourable gentleman’s mind is 
not with the measure, nor sincerely friendly to it.” 
Pitt rising with some indignation, to repel so false 
and groundless an aspersion, Walwyn calmly re¬ 
plied, “ I spoke merely from report, and I had 
hoped that the report'was founded in truth.” 

It was about midnight when Sheridan rose, and 
his speech constituted one of the most splendid 
exhibitions of genius which I witnessed during the 
time that I sate in parliament. It would be difficult 
to decide whether he was most severe on the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer, or on the master-general 
of the ordnance. After exhausting his artillery 
upon Pitt, he then turned to the duke. Holding 
in his hand the report made by the board of offi¬ 
cers, he complimented the noble president on his 
talents as an engineer, “ which,” Sheridan observed, 
“ were strongly evinced in planning and construct¬ 
ing that very paper. His professional ability 
shines as conspicuously there,” added he, “ as upon 
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our shores. He has made it a contest of posts, and 
conducted his reasoning not less on principles of 
trigonometry than of logic. There are certain 
assumptions thrown up, like advanced works, to 
keep the enemy at a distance from the principal 
object of debate; strong provisos protect and cover 
the flanks of his assertions; his very queries are in 
casemates. No impression, therefore, can be made 
on this fortress of sophistry by any loose or general 
observations. It becomes necessary to open trenches 
before the citadel, and to assail it by regular ap¬ 
proaches.” Beautiful and varied as was this chain 
of metaphors, drawn from the technical terms of 
art themselves, applied to the subject under debate; 
yet its effect was far outdone when, after having 
captivated the fancy, he addressed the reason and 
the feelings of his audience. He well knew that 
the decorations of oratory, or the play of rhetoric, 
would never gain a vote among the country gen¬ 
tlemen ; whose organs, not calculated for such deli¬ 
cate aliments, required plainer and more substan¬ 
tial nourishment. Sheridan’s tact was so fine, his 
faculties so much under control, his knowledge 
of human nature so accurate, and his temper so 
unruffled, that he always seemed to play with the 
question. Unlike Burke, whose passions frequently 
carried him out of the course, Sheridan assumed, 
acted, and performed the part which his judgment 
suggested or dictated, never losing sight of the 
object, and never sacrificing it merely to attain the 
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barren praise of eloquence, however ardent might 
be his desire of fame. 

When Sheridan had held up the Duke of Rich¬ 
mond’s system to reprobation as fallacious, danger¬ 
ous, expensive, and unconstitutional; when he had 
compelled Pitt himself reluctantly to convict his 
friend of being a wild visionary, who, embracing 
a just principle, deduced from it the most prepos¬ 
terous conclusions; finally, when he had demon¬ 
strated that all the data on which rested the pro¬ 
position were only distortions of fact, or of testi¬ 
mony ; he then made his last appeal to the sense, 
principles, and independence of the county mem¬ 
bers ; in other words, of the landed interest His 
ideas, admirably arranged, were not lost even on 
the most obtuse, weary, or sleepy of his auditors. 

Sheridan’s manner, tones, and inflexions of 
voice, now playful, now grave, but never carried 
to violence or excess, gave a peculiar charm to 
his enunciation. Fox felt indeed so clearly his 
own inability to add any thing to such a speech, 
that though he rose when Sheridan sate down, 
he addressed the house with comparative brevity. 
His noble nature rendered him incapable of jea¬ 
lousy or rivality. Never, I believe, was any indi¬ 
vidual more exempt from every sentiment of that 
description ! Elis friend had forestalled the sub¬ 
ject under discussion: Fox therefore alluded to 
some other topics which grew out of it. Pitt 
haring characterized the late treaty made by the 
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Earl of Shelburne with France, as a necessary 
peace; and Barr£, indignant at that epithet, deno¬ 
minating it a great and glorious peace; Fox per¬ 
emptorily denied that either the one or the 
other term could be applied to it with truth. 
“I maintain,” continued he, “we had a right, 
under the circumstances of the country in Ja¬ 
nuary 1783, to expect a far more advantageous 
treaty. If, however, it really was great and glo¬ 
rious, those who were then in office have singu¬ 
larly distributed the rewards due to its authors. 
For themselves, they have reserved places and 
emoluments; leaving the individual who was its 
principal negotiator, in possession of all the enco¬ 
miums due to so meritorious a work. Ease and 
praise they have liberally bestowed on the noble 
lord. For themselves, they have reserved the 
cares, the fatigues, and the salaries of office.” 
These animadversions upon Pitt’s treatment of 
the Marquis of Lansdown must have been most 
painful to the minister; but though he spoke in 
reply to Fox at considerable length, he made no 
allusion to the circumstance. Even at this hour 
an obscurity still overhangs the cause of the dis¬ 
union that existed between those two first minis¬ 
ters ; — an obscurity which perhaps may never 
be completely withdrawn or elucidated. 

Dundas, conscious that his silence must infalli¬ 
bly operate as a virtual desertion of his friend 
the minister, at length took part in the discussion. 



DUNDAS.—PITT. 


49 


His physical powers of countenance and of voice 
were not indeed exceeded by those of any man 
who possessed a seat within the walls of the house; 
and he had already made so many sacrifices of po¬ 
litical opinion to Pitt, that it could not be sup¬ 
posed he would refuse to come forward on the 
present occasion. The morning began faintly to 
dawn, when the chancellor of the exchequer rose 
a second time; and his appearance suspended 
the general impatience for the question. His 
discourse seemed principally addressed to Wal- 
wyn, with a view to counteract the injurious 
impression made in ascribing to him insincerity. 
As soon as he sate down, the division took place, 
for which great anxiety had been expressed by 
both parties, each side anticipating success. We 
divided on the original motion of Pitt, that “ it is 
an essential object for the safety of the state, to 
fortify the dock-yards at Portsmouth and Ply¬ 
mouth.” When the result was announced, and 
the numbers were declared to be equal; namely, 
one hundred and sixty-nine ayes, and as many 
noes; an uproar arose, which I had not witnessed 
within those walls since the memorable division 
of the 27th of February 1782;—exactly four 
years earlier;—on which night Lord North re¬ 
mained in a minority of nineteen, and the fur¬ 
ther progress of the American war was arrested. 
Many of the minister’s friends and adherents re¬ 
joiced, I believe, in his defeat. Indeed, I ques- 
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tion whether of the one hundred and sixty-nine 
persons who supported him, sixty-nine really 
wished him success. I was, myself, one of those 
who voted with him; but my line of conduct 
in 1786, whatever it may have been, has no in¬ 
fluence on my written opinions in 1818. 

Silence being at length obtained, though not 
without difficulty, Cornwall stood up; and after 
stating the equality of numbers, added, that at 
so late an hour he was too much exhausted to 
enter on a subject which had been already tho¬ 
roughly discussed. “ I shall therefore,” subjoined 
he, “ content myself with voting against the ori¬ 
ginal motion, and declaring that the noes have 
carried the question.” At these words the ac¬ 
clamations redoubled. Pitt’s proposition being 
thus negatived, Bastard’s amendment naturally 
came forward, which pronounced the inexpedi¬ 
ency of adopting the plan recommended by the 
board of officers. But the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer instantly moved the order of the day. A 
new debate might now have arisen, if Bastard 
had not proposed a compromise; offering to wave 
his amendment, provided that Pitt would pledge 
himself not to revive the system which had just 
been reprobated by the house. The minister ac¬ 
cepted the offer; adding, that “the opinion so 
clearly expressed by the recent vote should serve 
as a law to him.” With this declaration the 
member for Devon professed himself satisfied; 
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and the order of the day being moved from the 
treasury bench, was carried without any oppo¬ 
sition. We did not, however, adjourn till Fox 
had given notice of the postponement of various 
motions for papers which Burke intended to de¬ 
mand, in order to prove his charges against Hast¬ 
ings. “ My right honourable friend,” said Fox, 
“has been prevented by indisposition from at¬ 
tending his duty here on this evening;—a cir¬ 
cumstance most fortunate, sir, for you," (looking 
at the Speaker,) “ as it has afforded you an op¬ 
portunity, which otherwise you could not have 
enjoyed, of acquiring immortal honour, by giv¬ 
ing your casting vote against the proposed for¬ 
tifications.” No notice was taken of this sarcasm, 
and we at length separated, at half-past seven 
o’clock in the morning. Public opinion unques¬ 
tionably went with the opposition. Prints ap¬ 
peared, in which the Duke of Richmond was 
represented attempting to apply the match to a 
battery of cannon; while the Speaker of the 
house of commons, habited in his official robes, 
extinguished the fire by the same means which 
Captain Lemuel Gulliver says he successfully 
used to quench the flames that broke out in the 
royal apartments, during his stay in Lilliput. 

The measure in question was the third great 
ministerial* experiment in which Pitt had been 
completely defeated within the space of about 
twenty-one months. The first, —namely, the West- 
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miruter scrutiny, an act of persecution and oppres¬ 
sion, instituted with a view to deprive Fox of his 
seat for that city,—after a most harassing and 
expensive contest, terminated in such a manner 
as to cover the government with obloquy. Te¬ 
merity characterized the Irish propositions, which 
were besides so ill digested when brought into 
the house by ministers, that to the laborious in¬ 
vestigations of the opposition, they owed their 
principal amelioration. Yet, even when thus 
amended, they were rejected not less by the peo¬ 
ple, than by the parliament, of Ireland. On the 
present occasion, Pitt seemed to have resigned 
himself blindly into the hands of a nobleman 
who, however patriotic might be his intentions, 
was generally recognized as a man of a heated 
mind, so tenacious of his opinions as rarely to 
recede on any point, and of very doubtful judg¬ 
ment. The plan of fortifications owed its defeat, 
not to the numbers, or to the eloquence, of the 
regular opposers of ministry; but to the coun¬ 
try gentlemen, the usual supporters of adminis¬ 
tration. Hardly more than three hundred and 
forty members voted on the question. There re¬ 
mained therefore near two hundred and twen¬ 
ty absentees, of whom a very large proportion 
unquestionably were adverse in sentiment to the 
measure. 

The coalition, during the eight months that 
they retained possession of power, made only one 
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false step, which proved, however, fatal; while 
Pitt, after three, stood firm. The reason was 
obvious. Lord North and Fox made a mutual 
sacrifice of principle, as well as of enmity, to 
their ambition. The minister, though censurable 
or mistaken on many great points of policy* 
yet was disinterested, and elevated above every 
object except glory. Fox ought to have fore¬ 
seen that his own popularity, and the king’s un¬ 
popularity, both, arose principally from the Ame¬ 
rican war; and would, both, cease, at least in a 
considerable degree, with the termination of that 
contest. Instead of conciliating the sovereign, 
as he should have done. Fox attempted to bind 
him. Nor can it be justly pretended that the 
royal favour was unattainable, after the offences 
which he had committed. His uncle, the Duke 
of Richmond, while in opposition, had made use 
more than once of very contumelious personal ex¬ 
pressions relative to his majesty, when speaking 
as a peer, in his place. Yet he was not proscrib¬ 
ed. Wilkes stood during many years in open 
personal hostility to the king. Nevertheless, his 
conduct in opposing the East India Bill obliterated, 
his transgressions. Fox might, no doubt, have 
made his peace at St. James’s; but he preferred 
another mode of cementing his power. 

If, in February 1786, we estimate the respective 
political talents possessed by the two sides of the 
house, we shall be compelled to admit that the 
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intellectual balance preponderated greatly in fa¬ 
vour of opposition. Pitt and Dundas, sustained 
by Mr. William Grenville, constituted the princi¬ 
pal ability found on the treasury bench: for Jen- 
kinson rarely took any part in debate, except on 
matters connected with commerce or navigation. 
He had, besides, nearly served out his time , and 
expected to be speedily “ rapt up into that heaven 
of rest,” as Burke termed it, the house of peers. 
It was likewise Jenkinson’s supposed influence, 
much more than his eloquence, or even h\s informa¬ 
tion, which had given him weight in parliament. 
Lord Mulgrave, dull, heavy, loud, monotonous, 
and prosaic, tired more than he amused his audi¬ 
ence. Neither the attorney nor the solicitor ge¬ 
neral were favourably heard when they rose; and 
Scott, the present lord chancellor, had not yet 
been retained by administration. The two boards 
of treasury and admiralty afforded no assistance to 
government, though the Marquis of Graham oc¬ 
casionally presented himself to the Speaker’s notice. 
Lord Mahon, whose energies of body and mind, 
sustained by his enthusiasm in Pitt’s cause, sup¬ 
plied his defects of judgment, and who frequently 
mixed in debate, was withdrawn just at this time 
from the house of commons, by his father Earl 
Stanhope’s death. 

Thus stood the account on the side of ministry. 
Let us now survey the opposite benches. There 
were seated Fox and Burke, Lord North and She- 
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ridan; presenting such a combination of eloquence, 
learning, wit, and intellect, as the annals of parlia¬ 
ment probably have never exhibited at the same 
time, and whose powers of argument, or of plea¬ 
santry, were often drawn out on the same evening 
against the same measure. Behind them appeared 
Francis, Windham, and Courtenay, occasionally 
supported by General Burgoyne, and Sir Grey 
Cooper. It is true that their ranks had suffered a 
loss by Eden’s defection; but Pitt had not acquired 
any parliamentary strength in consequence, Eden’s 
services being destined for the meridian of Paris, 
and were not to be exerted at Westminster. The 
most prejudiced man must admit the superiority 
of talent at this period among the minority. Fox, 
indeed, freely avowed that Pitt stood on founda¬ 
tions altogether unconnected with the abilities 
necessary for a statesman. When addressing the 
house on the 27 th of February, he observed, “ It 
would be absurd to suppose, on considerations of 
party, that our carrying the proposed amendment 
can be an object of importance. Does any man 
imagine that I, or any of my friends, shall be ad¬ 
vanced one step nearer the acquisition of power, 
whether the Duke of Richmond’s fortification plan 
succeeds or is negatived ? If defeating the minis¬ 
ter, even upon points which he has exerted his 
whole force to carry, could have brought us nearer 
to office, how happens it that, after the failures he 
has undergone, he not only remains unshaken, but 
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seems to take deeper root? Has the complete 
rejection of the Irish propositions affected him in 
his ministerial capacity ? Did his shameful defeat 
in the business of the Westminster scrutiny, either 
injure him, or serve me, in a ministerial point of 
view ? It is a fact that, as a minister, he thrives 
by defeat, and derives strength from disappoint¬ 
ment.” To such a desperate, and almost hopeless 
situation, had Fox’s want of prudence reduced 
him, that scarcely any event except the demise of 
the crown seemed to afford him a prospect of 
seizing again the reins of government. 

March .—Throughout a considerable part of the 
month of March, Burke continued to call for pa¬ 
pers of various kinds, requisite for substantiating 
his charges against the late governor-general of 
India. The first in order of time related to the 
peace made with the Mharattas. Dundas and 
Pitt both objected to their disclosure, not only as 
revealing transactions which ought on no consi¬ 
deration to be divulged, but inasmuch as the late 
treaty, so happily concluded by Hastings* merited 
universal applause. The treasurer of the navy and 
the chancellor of the exchequer seemed on this 
occasion to vie with each other in their encomiums 
relative to its salutary operation. “ The benefits 
resulting from it,” observed Dundas, “ proved the 
salvation of the British empire in Asia. It dis¬ 
solved one of the greatest confederacies ever 
formed against our possessions there; and if Mr. 
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Hastings had not effected it, our power must have 
been subverted in that quarter of the globe.” Many 
persons, deceived by such flattering testimonies, 
thus pronounced from the treasury bench, antici¬ 
pated a speedy and a triumphant termination of 
the charges brought forward against Hastings. 
But there were others, among whom Rigby might 
be enumerated, who, as the event proved, saw 
more clearly, and who always predicted that mi¬ 
nisters would abandon him in a subsequent stage 
of the prosecution. 

Major Scott, as his agent and representative, 
usually, if not invariably, took part in every dis¬ 
cussion respecting Hastings. His accurate local 
knowledge of the scene where the transactions 
took place, enabled him to contend even with 
Burke, and to dispute every inch of ground; some¬ 
times to refute, or to disprove, the assertions made 
from the opposition benches. During the debate 
of the 3rd of March, Frederick Montagu having 
remarked that “ great as were Burke’s abilities, 
unwearied as was his diligence in the investigation 
of truth, yet it was much to be feared he must 
trust to posterity for his remunerationScott 
demanded, “ for what acts he was to receive his 
reward from posterity ? Will it be for the violent 
and opprobrious epithets which he uniformly be¬ 
stows on Mr. Hastings ? Strong as that language 
has been, his treatment of the noble lord in the 
blue ribband seated near him, and now become his 
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noble friend, was equally pointed. He has pledged 
himself to impeach Mr. Hastings. Did he not 
pledge himself formerly to impeach the noble 
lord? Nay, his impeachment was much further 
advanced; for, as I have been assured, he declared 
that it was in his pocket.” Burke took no notice 
of this personal attack; but Scott asserting that 
in the month of November 1783, when the cele¬ 
brated East India Bill was introduced into parlia¬ 
ment by Fox, he had received a message or inti¬ 
mation from persons in office, holding out security 
to Mr. Hastings against the threatened impeach¬ 
ment, provided his friends would engage to remain 
neuter. Fox instantly rose to repel the accusation. 
In a manner, and in words the most solemn, he 
denied that any proposal had ever been made for 
an accommodation with Mr. Hastings, either with 
his knowledge or concurrence. The same positive 
denial he repeated on the part of all his colleagues. 
Scott nevertheless maintained the accuracy of his 
assertion; but, as the gentleman from whom the 
overture came was not then present in his place, 
either to confirm or to contradict it, all further 
explanations were by mutual consent postponed 
till he should appear. 

6th March .—The individual in question was no 
other than Sheridan, who coming forward, as the 
gravity of the case required, extricated both him¬ 
self and his friends with consummate address. 
He admitted, indeed, that at the time to which 
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allusion was made, he, as one of the secretaries of 
the treasury, had sent a confidential person to 
Major Scott, empowered to know whether Hast¬ 
ings, if recalled, would comply, and return to 
England ? “ In order,” added he, “ to explain the 
principle on which I thus acted, I will state, that 
after the resolutions inculpating Mr. Hastings, to 
which this house agreed on the 28th of May 1782, 
I thought there remained only two lines of con¬ 
duct to be pursued: one, to recall him instantly 
by the strong arm of parliament, and to inflict on 
him exemplary punishment; the other, to bring 
in an East India bill, which, on the ground of 
expediency, and from regard to the difference of 
opinions respecting the governor-general’s public 
merits, should banish all retrospect. These being 
my opinions, and the latter measure appearing to 
me most expedient to be adopted , I therefore commis¬ 
sioned a mutual friend to put the question above 
stated to the major. In the course of their con¬ 
versation the East India Bill was mentioned; but 
not with the most remote idea of bartering im¬ 
punity to Mr. Hastings in return for his support 
of that bill. I have had an interview with the 
person whom I sent, and he assures me, as he has 
likewise certified to the major, that such is the 
exact fact. I doubt not, therefore, of his acknow¬ 
ledging his mistake respecting the supposed com¬ 
promise.” A more ingenious defence could not 
easily have been set up; nor did Scott, when he 
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replied, deny that Sheridan’s friend now confirmed 
every word of the actual statement. But he main¬ 
tained, that though he was now therefore bound 
so to think, he had understood the reverse at the 
time, and had remained ever since under that impres¬ 
sion. . Here therefore the matter ended, and Fox 
expressed great gratification at its being so satis¬ 
factorily explained; but many persons remained 
incredulous on the subject. It was obvious that 
Sheridan had tried to open some negotiation with 
Hastings’s agent, and that the latter had conceived 
it to hold out a compromise. Nor did it appear 
less indisputable that Sheridan was a reluctant 
party to the present impeachment. His own con¬ 
fession fully warranted such a conclusion. 

7th March. —The interests, the government, 
and all the concerns of our East India possessions, 
seemed at this period of time to take an almost 
exclusive hold of parliament, and of the public 
mind. Francis, whose intellectual energies, aided 
by thorough local information, and cloathed in 
language of uncommon asperity, as well as force, 
enabled him to wield with ease the subject; at¬ 
tempted to explain and amend Pitt’s East India 
Bill of 1784. He failed in effecting his object 
as a matter of parliamentary revision ; but he did 
not fail in impressing his audience with a convic¬ 
tion of his profound knowledge of the question, 
and enlarged powers of mind. I speak most im¬ 
partially;— for I neither agreed with him on 
political points, nor regarded him with any degree 
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of predilection. Like Burke, whose prejudices 
of many kinds often obscured his reason; Francis 
appeared to be sometimes animated by enmities 
which extinguished every liberal sentiment in his 
bosom. He always affected to consider Burke as 
infinitely his superior. Burke was so in powers 
of fancy, and in classic knowledge: but Francis 
possessed equal acuteness, and perhaps more depth 
of thought. If Francis was Junius ,—of which 
fact I entertain no doubt,—we may question to 
which of them posterity will assign the highest 
place. “The relation in which I stand to my 
right honourable friend,” said Francis, “confers on 
him every claim that belongs to authority, and 
justifies in me every sentiment of submission. It 
is the feeling of a being who is instructed, towards 
the being that instructs him. I am not equal to 
the task of pronouncing his panegyric. Should 
I indeed undertake it, my reflections would ut¬ 
terly discompose me. They would lead me to 
the painful contemplation of virtues unrewarded, 
and of veteran services growing grey under the 
neglect, if not the ingratitude, of his country. If 
fame constitute a reward, he possesses it already: 
but I know that he looks forward to a more noble 
recompence. He believes, as I do, that in some 
other existence, virtue will meet its just retribu¬ 
tion ; in a state where those who have faithfully 
and gratuitously served mankind, 

“ Shall find the generous labour was not lost,” 

Burke did not, however, manifest any inclination 
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to ** serve gratuitously” under Pitt, when he went 
over to administration in 1793; nor did he seem 
inclined to expect his “ retribution in a future 
state of existence.” He preferred seeking his re¬ 
ward from the treasury in this life. 

1 6th —22 nd March .—Ever since Lord Macart¬ 
ney’s unexpected return from Bengal,'the cabinet 
determined on sending out a person of high rank 
to fill the important post of governor-general. It 
was offered to my friend Lord Walsingham, 
who, though not endowed with pre-eminent ta¬ 
lents, yet possessed many qualities that fitted 
him for the situation. I have perused Pitt’s 
letter addressed to him on the occasion, pro¬ 
posing to him the appointment. But that mi¬ 
nister refusing to comply with some demands 
which he made, on the contingency of his decease 
happening while he remained in India, the ne¬ 
gotiation terminated without effect. At length 
Lord Cornwallis was prevailed on to accept it. 
Perhaps a wiser or better selection could not, on 
the whole, have been made for so eminent an 
office. At the time when it took place, his facul¬ 
ties were adequate to the employment, yet not 
above it; combining judgment with moderation. 
Simplicity of manners and incorruptible integrity 
were in him united, if not with military talents, 
at least with military experience. His disaster at 
York Town, in October 1781, had not left any 
imputation on his professional character; it being 
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well known that the orders were peremptory to 
advance into the province of Virginia, and that his 
surrender was the result of imperious circum¬ 
stances. In order to give greater lustre to his 
appointment, he was named not only governor- 
general, but commander-in-chief, with a propor¬ 
tionate augmentation of salary. A much more 
important regulation, empowering him to decide 
upon every measure, whether the members of the 
supreme council agreed in opinion with him, or 
dissented from him; formed the leading feature 
of a bill which Dundas brought into the house 
of commons at this time. All the ability of the 
opposition benches drew out in array against a 
clause, calculated, as they asserted, to establish 
systematic despotism throughout our East India 
possessions, vested in the hands of one person. 
Nor could the fact be denied, though the princi¬ 
ple was defended and justified by ministers. She¬ 
ridan attacked the bill itself, as forming a satire on 
Pitt’s bill of 1784, which it cut up by the roots; 
“proving,” he said, that a measure so much 
vaunted as a masterpiece of legislation, only two 
years earlier, now turned out, by the admission of 
its own authors, “ a very foolish piece of business” 
&2nd March .—But the principal attention was 
justly directed on that evening towards Burke, 
who poured out the accumulated stores of his in¬ 
dignation in a tone of such violence as excited 
astonishment even in him. The eccentricity and 
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luxuriance of his fancy, enriched with classic 
images, and elevated on the stilts of poetry, as 
well as of history, seemed to hurry him out of 
the ordinary path of debate on this occasion. His 
spleen was indeed particularly excited by some cir¬ 
cumstances which, operating on his very irritable 
temper, rendered him altogether rindaric. Among 
the members of the last and present parliament 
who had acted conjointly with Burke, in his en¬ 
deavours to expose and to reform the abuses 
committed throughout India, was Mr. Boughton 
Rouse, one of the representatives for the borough 
of Evesham. Having resided many years in 
Bengal, he possessed great local information re¬ 
specting the administration of the revenue in that 
part of our Eastern possessions. Joining to his 
knowledge much activity, and no inconsiderable 
portion of talent, Burke associated him in 1781 
to the labours of the select committee. While he 
remained a member of that body. Rouse lent his 
assistance towards the first report made by them 
to the house, which owed to him some of the most 
important parts of its composition. But Rouse, 
after having been thus initiated in the Eleusinian 
mysteries of Hindostan, had thought proper to 
withdraw himself from the committee. Perceiv¬ 
ing that it was become an instrument of faction, 
persecution, and private attack, he declined any 
further attendance on it; ultimately quitting the 
coalition, and joining Pitt. Nor was he left unre- 
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numerated: for when, in 1784, the new East In¬ 
dia Board was instituted, Rouse received the ap¬ 
pointment of secretary under the commissioners. 
Dundas, by this able manoeuvre, converted a 
former opponent into an ally ; while Burke con¬ 
sidered him as an apostate, who, after being 
admitted to the consultations of the elect, had 
gone over to the opposite party. 

On the evening to which I allude, the house 
resolving itself into a committee on Dundas’s 
“ India Bill,” Boughton Rouse took his seat at 
the table as chairman. This spectacle overcame 
Burke’s patience. To behold one of his antient 
associates, who had participated in his investi¬ 
gations of East India delinquency, placed in the 
front of the enemy’s forces, was a trial too severe 
for his temper. He started up, and after in¬ 
veighing in terms the most violent against the 
bill, —which, he said, was “ a libel on the liberties 
and the constitution of England, an experiment 
to establish a Turkish tyranny throughout our 
dominions in the East,”—he addressed himself 
personally to the chairman. “ Little did I ever 
imagine,” exclaimed he, “ that I should live to 
see you , sir, seated at that table, performing the 
part assigned you on the present occasion. I 
lament that the aid which you formerly lent me, 
when acting together as members of the select 
committee, should now end in the erection of a 
whispering gallery for the board of control, which 

VOL. II. F 



66 


MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 


1786 . 


demands auricular confession . Armed, indeed, as 
that board will be by the powers which this 
bill confers on it, we shall witness a perfect 
imitation of the ear of Dionysius, so detested in 
antiquity. The bill is a raw head and bloody bones, 
a new Star Chamber, subverting Magna Charta! ” 
“If,” continued he, “ministers had come down 
to the house, and avowed at once, ‘Our plan is 
despotism,’ we should not have tolerated it. Pro¬ 
fligacy, indeed, was ready to cry out, ‘Give me 
arbitrary power.* But Hypocrisy more artfully 
says, * No! let us circumvent them; and they 
will, by degrees, submit to bear a tyranny, the 
mention of which at first would have shaken 
every fibre in their composition.’ And thus an 
abortion of despotism, like an imperfect foetus in 
a bottle, is produced, and handed about as a show; 
till, at length, the child’s navel-strings have 
burst, and a full-grown monster of tyranny is 
now brought forth on the table. When Hypo¬ 
crisy has finished her game, and Profligacy comes 
in turn to act her part, 

“ Then shall the warlike Harry , like himself, 

Assume the port of Mars ; and at his heels, 

Leash’d in like hounds, shall Famine, Fire, and Sword, 
Crouch for employment.” 

The vehement tone in which this speech was 
pronounced, when illustrated by the simile of the 
foetus held up with both hands, presenting it thus 
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to the eyes of his audience, till it broke o.ut into a 
full-formed monster of despotism;—these images, 
summoned to his aid, like phantoms, by the dis¬ 
tempered but splendid imagination of Burke, were 
contemplated by all present with no common ad¬ 
miration. They could not, iudeed, as Pitt ob¬ 
served in reply, be considered as arguments, nor 
was it easy to answer and refute such appeals to 
the fancy. There was, nevertheless, in the cita¬ 
tion from Shakspeare applied to Dundas, an appli¬ 
cation so dose and felidtous, as it would be diffi¬ 
cult to paralld. His Christian name was not 
only Henry, but, in general, bis acquaintances, 
when speaking of him in familiar conversation* 
called him Harry Dundas. Fox having pane¬ 
gyrized Burke’s beautiful effusion as a master¬ 
piece of eloquence and of reason, adding that “ it 
must be answered, and that he felt anxious to 
hear how ministers would repel its force,” Pitt 
came forward. After justifying his own line of 
conduct, and that of Dundas, “ With respect to 
the arguments,” continued he, “of which,mention 
has beeu made, I cannot pretend to say that I did 
not hear them; the manner and devation of voice 
in which they were delivered rendering that cir¬ 
cumstance impossible. But I confess that I do 
not sufficiently comprehend how they bear upon 
the question now before the committee, so as to 
make them any appropriate ansiver.” When, 
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however, the clause empowering the governor- 
general, in cases of great emergency, to act with¬ 
out the concurrence of the supreme council, 
came to be debated, Dundas, far from evading its 
discussion, entered fully on its justification. Al¬ 
luding to Burke’s animated picture of the horrors 
and atrocities which would flow from it, “Not¬ 
withstanding,” observed he, “ the declamation 
which we have this evening heard relative to 
despotism; brilliant and eloquent as I allow it to 
be, I consider it as the mere flight of a wild and 
disordered imagination. Previous to accusing us 
as the abettors of arbitrary government, it be¬ 
hoves our opponents to prove that the dominion 
of one person is more to be dreaded, or is more a 
despotism, than the dominion of two ;—a position 
not easy, I believe, to demonstrate.”—" The indivi¬ 
dual to whom is confided the administration, be¬ 
comes indeed invested, by the present bill, with 
more authority; but his responsibility is propor- 
tionably augmented. Nor can he, in virtue of 
this clause, commit any act which, with the con¬ 
currence of a majority of the council, he could 
not antecedently have performed.” I own that 
this reasoning, as applied to power conferred in 
India, appeared to me at the time, and still im¬ 
presses me, as sound and incontrovertible. 

Fox, nevertheless, endeavoured to demonstrate 
that the authority given by the bill to the go¬ 
vernor-general must be equally efficient, and 
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might be much more safely entrusted to him con¬ 
jointly with the council. Pitt having stated the 
advantages which would result from the necessity 
imposed on the members of that board, to enter 
upon their journals the motives and reasons of 
their dissent; leaving to the governor-general the 
right to act on his own responsibility; Fox at¬ 
tacked him in a manner the most personal. “ The 
minister,” said he, “not only defends, but ap¬ 
plauds, the institution of an inactive council, to 
whom are solely to be entrusted the powers of 
arguing, and of commemorating their opinions- 
It is indeed natural for him whose talent consists 
in language, and who, by his superior eloquence, 
can decorate error with the garb of truth, to com¬ 
mend the art in which he excels, and to depicture 
the sphere of action as inglorious. Let others act! 
His ambition is only to debate.” This remark, which 
seems to recall Virgil’s 

“ Excudent alii spirantia mollius sera,” 
was not noticed by the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer, though he replied at great length to 
every other part of the speech. Did he feel, and 
as it were tacitly admit, the justice of the por¬ 
trait? Unquestionably it was a likeness, but not 
drawn by a flattering pencil. 

If we impartially examine Pitt’s administra¬ 
tion, or, more properly to speak, his fwo admi¬ 
nistrations, — which, between December 1783 
and January 1806, comprized a period of time 
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not falling much short of nineteen years,—we 
shall perhaps incline to agree in opinion with 
Fox. Eloquence, transcendent eloquence, formed 
the foundation and the key-stone of Pitt’s mi¬ 
nisterial greatness.- Every other quality in him 
was accessory. He possessed indeed many 
eminent,—I might say, sublime endowments: 
paramount judgment in all matters that con¬ 
cerned his own political preservation, elevation of 
character, contempt of money, unspotted integrity, 
self-command, celerity in business, application, 
extraordinary financial talents, and the utmost 
decorum of manners. But he nevertheless failed 
in action. From 1784 down to 1792, while the 
winds were comparatively bushed, he acquired a 
high degree of renown, which he did not main¬ 
tain when the tempest overtook him. He was 
forced into war early in 1793, more in compliance 
or subservience, as I believe, to the king’6 wishes, 
than from his own voluntary and thorough con¬ 
viction of its good policy; after allowing the fa¬ 
vourable moment fdr attacking France to pass, 
when in conjunction with Austria and Prussia, 
during the autumn of 1792, he might perhaps 
have preserved, or restored, the monarchy. All 
his measures throughout the first stages of the 
French Revolution Were better defended in par¬ 
liament than concerted in cabinet. Witness the 
ill-advi6ed siege of Dunkirk! Witness Som- 
breuil’s more disastrous expedition to Quiberon 
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in 1795! Nor was the attack of Ostend planned 
with ability. What numbers were sacrificed at 
St. Domingo! But how shall we speak of the 
operations carried on at the Helder in 1799* 
where the carnage of officers exceeded any similar 
loss sustained since the affair of Bunker’s Hill, 
and where the Duke of York narrowly escaped 
being carried a prisoner to Paris! Scarcely was 
the convention of Closter-seven, one of the most 
humiliating in our history, more ignominious 
than the retreat from the Helder. His father was 
a war-minister. Pitt was not. Neither was Dun- 
das a war-minister. Both were giants on the 
treasury bench ; men of ordinary dimensions, 
when planning a campaign. Pitt, whatever flat- 
toy or friendship may assert, was not “ the pilot 
who weathered the storm.” He sustained it; but, 
far from weathering it, he went down at the 
helm when the waves ran highest. It was not 
his hereditary, constitutional gout alone which 
dispatched him before he had completed his 
forty-seventh year. Two events, one internal, 
the other foreign, precipitated, while they embit¬ 
tered, his dissolution. The first was Dundas’s 
impeachment, which proved a vital blow to him. 
Mack’s disastrous campaign, following in the 
autumn of 1805, closed his career. 

While I am engaged on this curious subject, 
as I am conscious that posterity will not take my 
word on such a point, unsustained by better tes- 
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timony, I shall endeavour to support my assertion 
by something like proof; though in thus carry¬ 
ing the work at once twenty years forward, from 
1786 to 1806,1 well know that I violate the com¬ 
mon rules of historical composition. 

On Friday, the 27th of March 1812, Sir Walter 
Farquhar and I dined with Sir John Macpherson 
at Brompton Grove, near London. No other 
person was present. After dinner, the conversa¬ 
tion turning on Pitt’s last illness and death. Sir 
Walter said, “ It was by no means the gout that 
killed him. The fatal campaign of 1805, and the 
battle of Austerlitz, terminated his life. I admit 
that his stomach was previously debilitated; but 
the calamities of Austria and Russia overcame 
him. Lord Melville’s unfortunate impeachment, 
and his dismission as first lord of the admiralty, 
laid the foundation of Pitt’s diseases. When he 
came up from Bath, early in 1806, I went down 
to him at Salthill, and earnestly besought of him 
to remain there; it being so near to Windsor. 
I represented to him that he could have continual 
access to the king, and at the same time would 
breathe a pure air, and might see his friends. He 
would not listen to me, but came on to Putney. 
Nevertheless, when he arrived there, which was 
on a Saturday, he mounted the stairs with great 
agility, and went out to take the air in his car¬ 
riage next day. On Monday the ministers got 
to him, and what passed among them, I know 
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not; but on the ensuing morning he was so 
much worse, as to excite in me the greatest alarm. 
He complained that he felt as if his body was cut 
in two. I strongly urged him not to apply to 
any public business; a piece of advice which I 
enforced to the persons about him. Conscious of 
his danger, I requested that a consultation might 
be held on his case; offering to fix on any physi¬ 
cian that he might like, and to join a third with 
us. The proposition met with his ready and im¬ 
mediate assent. He named Reynolds, and to him 
was added Baillie. We met, and having exa¬ 
mined his body, we all concurred in thinking that 
no vital part or function was defective: but, from 
the Tuesday, a putrid fever and a thrush mani¬ 
fested themselves. He held out till the Thursday 
se’nnight, on which day he expired. During the 
last nine days he lay chiefly on his back, swal¬ 
lowed only lime-water, and became extenuated in 
mind, as well as in body, to the greatest degree. 
I was continually with him, though I was not 
present when he breathed his last. His faculties 
sunk with the progress of his disorder, and his 
extreme physical debility.” These were near¬ 
ly Sir Walter’s ipsissima verba, as I committed 
them to paper on the very same night, scarcely 
four hours after they were spoken. 

It has always appeared to me, that some very 
strong points of resemblance existed between 
Pericles and Pitt. Both were during many years 
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the ministers of a free people. Both long enjoy¬ 
ed extraordinary popularity, and corresponding 
power. If the goddess of Persuasion was said to 
have placed herself on the lips of Pericles, so did 
she on those of Pitt. The same fascinating beauty 
and rotundity of expression were common to both. 
Disinterestedness, and superiority to all personal 
acquisition, alike distinguished than. Pericles had 
indeed the advantage of inheriting a larger pa¬ 
ternal fortune than the English minister; but he 
no more encreased it at the national expence, than 
did Pitt. Both survived, if not the public fa¬ 
vour, yet the public prosperity; and beheld their 
friends accused or sacrificed to public clamour. 
The fate of Phidias, Pericles’s friend, charged 
with converting to his own use a part of the gold 
confided to him for ornamenting the statue of 
Minerva, bears a striking analogy to Lord Mel¬ 
ville’s impeachment, founded on his supposed ap¬ 
propriation or alienation of public money. But 
the Scottish minister ultimately escaped, while 
the immortal artist of antiquity perished in pri¬ 
son. Pitt, like Pericles, engaged in a long and 
disastrous conflict with foreign enemies: the lat¬ 
ter, when he commenced the Peleponnesian war; 
the former, with revolutionary France. Neither 
of them survived to witness its termination. The 
Athenian, after sustaining the severest afflictions 
and privations in his family, sunk under the at¬ 
tacks of a pestilential malady, in the third year of 
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hostilities. The English statesman closed his 
memorable career precisely at the same period of 
the renewed struggle against the French republic, 
—or rather against the military despotism of its 
foreign rnler. Here, indeed, the parallel ends; 
for Pitt bad no Aspasia. It is in Fox’s history that 
we must look for her. In Mrs. Armstead, suc¬ 
cessively his mistress and his wife, we find im¬ 
perfectly realized the celebrated Ionian courtezan, 
whom Pericles loved, and finally espoused. 

I return from this digression, to the ** East India 
Bill,” which, notwithstanding all the opposition 
made to it by Burke and Fox, passed without 
difficulty. On every division throughout its pro¬ 
gress, government carried the question by more 
than the proportion of two to one. Indeed, I be¬ 
lieve, not many more than two hundred members 
ever divided on any clause: so feeble an interest 
did the bill excite, or so convinced was the public 
that the propositions adopted by ministers, one of 
which vested uncontrolled power in the governor- 
general under certain regulations, would contri¬ 
bute to the welfare of our territories in the East. 

QQth March .—I am now arrived in the order of 
time at that act of Mr. Pitt, to which his friends 
and admirers will naturally point, as constitut¬ 
ing the proudest memorial of his political exist¬ 
ence ; and which, even his enemies, if any such 
there now are, will admit to form a lasting claim 
to national gratitude. I mean, the appropriation 
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of a million sterling annually towards the extinct 
tion of the national debt. This patriotic plan, 
long revolved in his mind, and repeatedly an¬ 
nounced by him to parliament, he developed in 
9 manner every way worthy of the conception. 
The attendance on the occasion was such as the 
magnitude and importance of the subject might 
justly challenge, but such as rarely takes place 
when no division is anticipated or expected. Pitt 
seemed on that evening to put into action all his 
powers of captivating, convincing, and subduing 
his hearers. The rapidity with which he laid 
open the state of the finances, could only be 
equalled by the luminous manner of conveying 
his ideas, and the facility, as well as perspicuity, 
that accompanied all his calculations. The mean¬ 
est intellect might follow and comprehend hi$ 
positions: they were apparently simple, and level 
to every capacity. Having shewn the deplorable 
state into which the public revenue had fallen at 
the dose of the American war, he congratulated 
the house that an excess of near nine hundred 
thousand pounds,—which sum, he said, had now 
accrued above bur annual expenditure,—would 
absolve him from the necessity of laying on more 
than one hundred thousand pounds of new taxes, 
in order to provide the requisite million. In a 
variety of modes he demonstrated the rapid, cer¬ 
tain, and salutary operation of this sinking fund; 
which, he proposed, should begin to take effect 
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from the fifth day of the ensuing month of 
July. “The accumulation to be expected from 
it, would,” he added, “in a period not of great 
extent, even as compared with the life of man; 
but scarcely a day, when estimated with the du¬ 
ration of a powerful empire; namely, within the 
space of about twenty-eight years,—amount to 
such a sum as must leave at least four millions 
sterling annually free, to be applied, if necessary, 
to the exigencies of the state.” Towards the con¬ 
clusion of his speech, having completely laid be¬ 
fore his audience every fact requisite for enabling 
them to form a sound judgment on the proposi¬ 
tion ; emancipating himself, as it were, from the 
. shackles of arithmetic, in which he had been 
hitherto detained, he burst into a beautiful and 
animated address to the house. In language of 
great energy he felicitated them on the auspicious 
prospect now presented to their view, and ex¬ 
horted them to secure its realization, by making 
a permanent provision for the gradual diminution 
and discharge of the national debt. 

Pitt employed considerably more than three 
hours in pronouncing this memorable discourse, 
during which time he manifested no symptom of 
intellectual lassitude or fatigue. Throughout all 
the financial calculations which his duty compelled 
him to make, some of which demanded not only 
memory, but great detail; he used no notes, trust¬ 
ing to his own perfect knowledge of the subject. 
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I believe the most attentive listener could scarcely 
have detected any instance of error, or of oblivion, 
from its commencement down to its termination: 
hut, when he finished, his bodily exhausture be¬ 
came very apparent. Distinguished as were Lord 
North’s powers, while occupied in a similar func¬ 
tion, they could not support a comparison with 
those exhibited by Pitt. There was, indeed, 
a wide difference between the painful labour of 
imposing new taxes for the support of an un¬ 
successful, as well as an unpopular war, and 
the exhilarating privilege of displaying the re¬ 
sources of a great country, reviving from her 
temporary depression; while she made provision 
for her future extrication. Such were the oppo¬ 
site tasks imposed on the two ministers! As Pitt 
approached the close of his brilliant but laborious 
exertion, his features brightened, and he seemed 
to taste by anticipation the recompence of his 
successful toil in the public service. If, indeed, 
Gray’s lines were ever realized, when he says,— 

“ TV applause of list’ning senates to command, 

The threats of pain and ruin to despise; 

To scatter plenty o’er a smiling land. 

And read their hist’ry in a nation’s eyes;”— 

if ever this picture was personified, and presented 
to human view, weimust admit that the chancellor 
of the exchequer exhibited it on that evening. 
Even if we should note incline to consider the 
sinking fund itself, as “a clumsy compound of 
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delusion and quackery;”—for such it has been 
defined and declared to be by modem financiers 
of no ordinary attainments;—yet, as not only Pitt 
and Fox, but men of all parties, in and out of 
parliament, then joined in celebrating and ex¬ 
tolling it; we cannot with justice refuse to the 
minister of George the Third, in 1786 , the enco¬ 
miums due to his well meant effort for sustaining 
and re-invigorating the foundations of public cre¬ 
dit. Perhaps it may occur to those who cherish 
his memory, that he was not permitted to wit¬ 
ness even the first term of twenty-eight years, to 
which he alluded, as • “ not of great extent, when 
compared with the ordinary life of roan.” With¬ 
in twenty years from the day when he addressed 
the house, he had taken his place within the same 
tomb where reposed his father, at an inconsider¬ 
able distance from the scene of his actual triumph; 
and of him it might be said, as of the youth of 
Pella .,— 

“ Sarcophago contentus erit." 

The universal attention which had been con¬ 
centered upon Pitt while he spoke, became libe¬ 
rated when he closed his oration; the floor soon 
presenting a scene of disorder, noise, and confu¬ 
sion. Cornwall vainly attempted to enforce si¬ 
lence. In the midst of this uproar. Sir Grey 
Cooper, probably acting in concert with Fox, and 
desirous to allow time for the restoration of tran¬ 
quillity, commenced a reply to the minister. Pro* 
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fessing his warmest wish to advance the accom¬ 
plishment of the proposed measure, he neverthe¬ 
less stated his doubts of its immediate practicabi¬ 
lity. As soon as the tumult had subsided. Fox 
rose, and, after declaring that no individual in that 
assembly was more friendly to the formation of a 
sinking fund than himself, he proceeded to dissect 
the speech just pronounced. With consummate 
ability, manifesting a profound acquaintance with 
all the sources of national wealth or prosperity, 
and disclosing views as enlarged as those of the 
chancellor of the exchequer for retrieving the 
finances, he did not the less contest almost all Pitt’s 
premises or assumptions. Far from admitting that 
there existed an actual surplus of revenue to the 
amount of nine hundred thousand pounds, as the 
minister asserted, Fox endeavoured to demon¬ 
strate the fallacy of any such pretended balance. 
Nor did he fail to sustain his allegations, by proofs 
drawn either from Pitt’s own admissions, or by 
facts and calculations apparently incontrovertible. 
He impressed me, indeed, on that occasion,—as he 
did upon every other, when questions of finance 
were agitated or discussed in parliament during 
my time,—with a conviction that he possessed ta¬ 
lents nearly, if not in every respect fully, equal to 
those of Pitt. I am persuaded, if he had been 
placed at the head of the treasury and the ex¬ 
chequer, he would have made as able a first mi¬ 
nister as his rival. Neither do 1 think that he 
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would have wanted vigilance, application, or in¬ 
tegrity. Unfortunately, his habits of life, and his 
want of prudent restraint, particularly where the 
king was personally concerned; the manner in 
which he had dissipated his fortune, much mofe 
than his want of fortune, in which respect Pitt 
could not pretend to any superiority over him; 
his chosen companions, many of whom were per¬ 
sonally obnoxious to his majesty; the satirical 
compositions, in almost all which the sovereign 
was held up to ridicule, continually emanating 
from the friends or members of opposition; lastly. 
Fox’s avowed devotion to the heir-apparent, whom 
he had endeavoured, when he was secretary of 
state, to render more independent of his father, by 
giving the prince one hundred thousand pounds 
a year, instead of fifty thousand;—these facts or 
circumstances, and not any inferiority to Pitt in 
mental endowments of every description, consti¬ 
tuted the real impediments to Fox’s attainment 
of power. 

The chancellor of the exchequer having in the 
course of his speech announced, that the incum¬ 
brances upon the civil list amounted to a sum 
exceeding two hundred thousand pounds, for 
which arrear he should speedily move a grant of 
money; Sheridan attacked him on the subject with 
equal ability and severity of animadversion. He 
observed, that such an unexpected demand formed 
a singular introduction to the sinking fund; to- 
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wards which measure, as founded on a pretended 
surplus of revenue above our expenditure, the 
public had been taught to look forward with 
eager anticipation. Like Fox, he denied that 
there existed any such balance, except in the illu¬ 
sory calculations or assertions of the minister; 
whom he moreover accused of contradicting his 
former assurances respecting the state of the civil 
list. Pitt, in reply, not content with imputing to 
Sheridan an error of memory, added, that “ such a 
charge could only arise from a gross misrepresent¬ 
ation of his words.” Sheridan nevertheless main¬ 
tained the accuracy of his statement; appealing to 
the house against the chancellor of the exchequer, 
who, he said, might indulge as much as he thought 
proper in charges of misrepresentation. These 
recriminations did not diminish the triumph of 
the minister; whose motion “ for granting to com¬ 
missioners a million sterling, of which one fourth 
part should be applied every quarter towards dis¬ 
charging the public debt of the country,” passed 
unanimously. Even though it could have been 
demonstrated that Pitt’s calculations were exag¬ 
gerated, yet the principle of appropriating an an¬ 
nual portion of the revenue towards the gradual 
liquidation of the national debt was in itself en¬ 
titled to universal approbation. No measure could 
more contribute to augment his popularity, and 
consequently to strengthen his tenure of office. 

30 th March .—An interesting debate took place 



MARSIIAM.— PITT. —LORD MULGRAVE. 83 

at this time, which exhibited in a conspicuous 
light the change that had been effected in public 
opinion, upon points materially affecting the Bri¬ 
tish constitution, within the four preceding years. 
After the dose of Lord North’s administration, 
the spirit of reform, conducted by Burke, and un¬ 
der him by Mr. Crewe and Sir Philip Clerke, had 
made gigantic inroads on the royal household. 
Marsham, one of the representatives for the county 
of Kent, who had taken so prominent a share, in 
conjunction with Powis, during the early part of 
Pitt’s entry on employment; now attempted to ex¬ 
tend the disqualifying enactments of Mr. Crewe’s 
bill to all voters employed by the navy and ord¬ 
nance boards. But he soon discovered that minis¬ 
ters were no longer favourable to such propositions. 
The chancellor of the exchequer, while he admit¬ 
ted that he had voted for Mr. Crewe’s bill ,—a vote 
of which, he said, he by no means repented,—yet 
professed his determination to resist any further 
innovation. The times, he maintained, were alto¬ 
gether changed since the house had come to a 
resolution that 44 the influence of the crown had 
encreased, was encreasing, and ought to be dimi¬ 
nished.” Fox having attacked him on this tergi¬ 
versation, or change of opinion, the minister was 
defended by Lord Mulgrave. He invidiously ob¬ 
served, that “ their two characters were before the 
public, who would decide on their respective me¬ 
rits as candidates for power.” Then referring to 
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the conduct of the admiralty board towards per¬ 
sons employed in the dock-yards, which had 
formed a principal point of accusation against 
government, he demanded, “ Who ever dared to 
grant, or to deny, preferment to a workman, 
merely on account of his election interest ? The 
man that dared so to act ought to lose his head,” 
Dundas, being likewise compelled by some allu¬ 
sions made to similar interference in Scotland 
among the workmen in the dock-yards of that 
kingdom, reprobated Mr. Crewe’s bill in terms of 
contemptuous levity. “ I defy,” exclaimed he, 
“ any man to stand up and show his face boldly in 
defence of such a proposition, which attempts to 
fix a stigma on a number of individuals, merely 
because they are employed in his majesty’s service. 
But it appears to me that, whenever gentlemen 
are out of place, they conceive it necessary, in 
order to amuse the public, to serve up in this 
house a dish of disfranchisements.” 

Such was the state of the discussion when She¬ 
ridan took part in it, levelling his first strokes at 
Dundas. “ Truly,” observed he, “ may that learned 
gentleman assert, that he never maintains any po¬ 
sition without being ready to show his face boldly 
at the same time: for I believe the house will 
agree with me in admitting, that he never advances 
an argument, however irreconcileable to reason it 
may be, on which he is not prepared to put a good 
countenance. With respect to his dish of disfran- 
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chisements, he cannot surely have forgotten that he 
was first induced to nibble a little at a side-dish; 
and afterwards prevailed on to sit down to a whole 
course of those ingredients, at the time when his 
friend near him served up his grand entertainment 
of parliamentary reform. The principal object of 
that reform was expressly to disfranchise, not 
merely a particular class of men, but a numerous 
body of voters from many different boroughs.” 
Pitt contradicting him across the table, and flatly 
denying the fact, because it was intended to remu¬ 
nerate them, Sheridan, wholly unmoved, resumed 
his speech. “ I thank the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman,” said he, “ for his correction. I now re¬ 
collect that the people were to be paid for relin¬ 
quishing their franchises, which still better accords 
with my argument; because every one knows 
that where money is in the case, , the /earned gen¬ 
tleman will be better pleased. Is it, however, 
possible to state any proposition more unconstitu¬ 
tional, or more repugnant to freedom, than that of 
purchasing with a bribe , the unalienable right of 
voting at elections ?” Haying made these severe 
and personal observations on the two ministers, he 
turned to Lord Mulgrave, who sate near them. 
‘‘ The noble lord,” continued Sheridan, “ has re¬ 
marked, when alluding to the treatment of per¬ 
sons employed in the dock-yards, that any man 
who should use the influence of the crown for the 
purpose of obtaining a vote deserved to lose his 
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head.” Lord Mulgrave immediately rising, de¬ 
nied that the words were accurately cited, as he 
had said, ought to lose his head. Not more discon¬ 
certed at this second interruption than he had 
been by the first, Sheridan, without altering a 
muscle of his countenance, only observed, “ I am 
happy to find that the expression used was ought; 
because, if it had been would have lost his head, 
the learned gentleman seated on the treasury bench 
would not have had on this evening a face to have 
shewn among us.” 

We must admit that it appears hardly possible 
to compress more wit into a smaller compass than 
is exhibited in this speech. No other individual 
among the opposition possessed the same talent, 
combined with good humour, in a similar degree. 
Burke displayed indeed, at times, the utmost bril¬ 
liancy of fancy, enriched from every source of 
antient or of modem learning; but he wanted 
Sheridan’s suavity, self-command, and impertur¬ 
bability. Even Fox did not manifest the same 
playful gaiety, which extorted a smile from the 
very individual who experienced its severity. She¬ 
ridan received from nature the faculty of delight¬ 
ing, and inserting the lancet, at the same instant. 
So, it may be said, did Lord North. Nor can it 
be denied but that most amiable nobleman had 
already played his part on the theatre of parlia¬ 
ment, and of public life. Neither his health, nor 
the recollection of the great offices that he had 
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once filled in that assembly, allowed him to attend 
in his place, except on occasions of emergency. 
Courtenay approached nearer to Sheridan than 
any man on the opposition benches. He wanted 
nevertheless the nice touch of the author of the 
“ School for Scandal.” Courtenay might be said to 
bear to Sheridan the place and the analogy which is 
found in antiquity between the two great Roman 
satiristsone, the elegant writer of the Augustan 
age; the other, formed of coarser and bolder ma¬ 
terials, to lash the vices of the time of Domitian. 
Sheridan’s wit extorted no reply from ministers. 
Pitt, Dundas, and Lord Mulgrave, all preserved 
silence. The division, however, supplied every 
deficiency, Marsham’s motion being negatived by 
nearly three to one. It became evident that the 
spirit of reform was far on its decline. In 1782, 
the proposition would have been carried almost 
without debate or opposition. 

Among the individuals who spoke against it on 
that evening was Sir Charles Middleton, comp¬ 
troller of the navy, and member for Rochester. I 
principally mention him here, because he forms 
the most extraordinary instance of the power of 
that goddess, whose divinity is denied by Juvenal, 
which can be found throughout the long reign of 
George the Third. He possessed plain sound sense, 
an unexceptionable moral character, and high pro¬ 
fessional merit; having risen with distinction to 
the rank of an admiral, and having likewise been 
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created a baronet as early as the year 1781. Down 
to 1791 be continued to occupy tbe post of comp¬ 
troller of the navy, which he quitted with great 
reputation, retiring from public life and ser¬ 
vice to his seat at Barham, in Kent. His career 
of ambition seemed to be then terminated. But 
Fortune manifested in his person her empire over 
human affairs. Lord Melville being impeached in 
the spring of 1805, and thereby rendered incapable 
of longer remaining at the head of the admi¬ 
ralty, it became necessary without loss of time 
to supply the vacancy. Nor was the selection 
easy; since, on one hand, the person chosen to fill 
so important a department, in a time of imminent 
national danger, was required to possess conspicu¬ 
ous recognized ability in the line of his profession, 
united, on the other, with the most steady as well 
as implicit adherence to ministers. These qualities 
were found in Sir Charles Middleton. He joined 
to them a third recommendation; his mother, 
Helen Dundas, having been a relative of Lord 
Melville. I believe they stood in the degree of 
second cousins to each other. Sir Charles Middle- 
ton, who many years earlier, at the age of sixty- 
five, had retreated from official life, and who little 
expected to be called back to it, found himself, at 
seventy-nine, summoned to fill the high post from 
which his friend was driven. His advanced age 
formed no impediment, as his faculties remained 
unimpaired. The dignity of a privy counsellor 



SIR CHARLES MIDDLETON.—BURKE. 89 

and a cabinet minister; the British peerage, with 
remainder to his daughter, he having no male 
issue; together with the office of first lord of the 
admiralty ; — all these honours and emoluments 
extended themselves at the feet of a man verging 
towards fourscore. He proved himself not un¬ 
worthy of them. He continued, indeed, only about 
nine or ten months in his elevated situation; but 
during that short period took place the illustrious 
victory of Trafalgar. Lord Barham survived till 
the year 1818, dying at the very protracted period 
of eighty-seven years. Edwin Lascelles, Sir James 
Peachey, and Welbore Ellis, had all passed their 
seventieth year, when respectively sent up to the 
house of lords. But they form no parallel to the 
instance before us, which, considered under its 
various aspects, may not be again realized in the 
lapse of many ages. 

April. —Burke, in bringing forward the im¬ 
peachment of Hastings, was actuated by some of 
the most elevated, but likewise by some of the 
least commendable, motives or feelings that can 
meet in man. He always reminded me of the 
image which Nebuchadnezzar sees in his dream, 
recorded by the prophet Daniel; “ whose bright¬ 
ness was excellent,” and whose “ head was of fine 
goldbut whose “ feet were part of iron and part 
of clay.” Great inconsistencies and contradictions 
unquestionably met in Burke. Like the cele¬ 
brated Bishop of Chiapa, whose life was passed in 
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efforts to ameliorate the condition of the natives 
of the New World, and to bring to justice the 
Spaniards who tyrannized or massacred them ; so 
Burke, during many years, endeavoured to rescue 
the inhabitants of Hindostan from British severi¬ 
ties or extortions. Nor do I mean to deny that 
he was impelled by very benign and enlarged 
principles; but they became mingled in their 
course with much .infirmity. His resentments, en¬ 
mities, and prejudices, assuming the appearance of 
virtue, often obscured his judgment, irritated his 
temper, and rendered him frequently inaccessible 
to candour or to reason. Even his private pecu¬ 
niary embarrassments contributed to sharpen his' 
disposition. The pay-office, which he had twice 
occupied, without retaining it beyond a few 
months, had left painful recollections in his mind. 
I believe the Marquis of Rockingham did not be¬ 
queath him any testamentary mark of regard, ex¬ 
cept cancelling the sum due to him from Burke. 
Old age was fast advancing, and no prospect of a 
return to power presented itself. Though he was 
not encumbered with a numerous family, yet he 
had one son, in whom he beheld every virtue and 
every talent, while other persons saw in him only 
a young man of common ability. For his ad¬ 
vancement and establishment in life r Burke felt 
intense anxiety. All these circumstances combined 
to bereave him of that complacency and suavity, 
which office, prosperity, and wealth are formed to 
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produce. If the coalition administration had re¬ 
tained possession of the government, and of course 
Burke had continued to occupy Rigby’s place, 
with its splendid emoluments, Hastings would 
undoubtedly have been recalled, with marks of 
ministerial censure: but I greatly question whe¬ 
ther the paymaster of the forces would, in opposi¬ 
tion to the king’s opinions, have drawn up and 
presented articles of impeachment against him. 
We have seen how easily Burke was induced to 
lay aside his intentions of impeaching Lord North 
in 1783, as soon as that nobleman relinquished his 
place. Yet, if Hastings had oppressed, he had not 
lost, an empire. 

Fox, in lending his powerful co-operation to¬ 
wards the prosecution, participated in no degree 
the antipathies of Burke: he was composed of 
more malleable materials. Exclusion from place, 
aggravated by poverty, had neither rendered him 
bitter nor implacable. But, during successive 
years, he had been accustomed to declaim against 
Hastings, whose policy he considered as ambi¬ 
tious, imbued with the spirit of conquest, oppres¬ 
sive, and eveln sanguinary in certain instances. 
He could not retract his declarations on these 
points, even if he had wished to do it. As little 
could he abandon Burke, or leave him unaided, to 
carry on the impeachment. Such a line of con¬ 
duct, which must have divided them for ever, 
would have produced a fatal schism in the party. 
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It was moreover evident that whichever side mi¬ 
nisters took, whether they protected or sacrificed 
Hastings, they must encounter great embarrass¬ 
ments. By sheltering him, they would incur the 
odium of shielding from enquiry and punishment 
a great public functionary, accused of enormous 
crimes. By delivering up to the rage of his ene¬ 
mies a man who had preserved India, at the very 
time when we lost America, and of whose public 
merits the king entertained so high an opinion, 
they might risk the royal displeasure, with all its 
consequences. Fox himself had been wrecked by 
the East India bill; and Pitt might commit a si¬ 
milar error. These motives, as .1 have always 
conceived, more than any thorough conviction of 
Hastings’s criminality, propelled Fox to support 
the impeachment. Hastings himself, as I know, 
was fully persuaded that Fox had said, “ I would 
rather be the defender than the accuser of the late 
governor-general.” Even though he should, how¬ 
ever, have uttered such a sentiment, which is very 
possible,—for he was often imprudent and un¬ 
guarded,—yet it would prove nothing in the pre¬ 
sent question. But I am nevertheless of opinion, 
that if Lord Pigot or Lord Macartney, with both 
of whom Fox was intimately connected, had been 
accused, as governors of Madras, with the com¬ 
mission of acts similar to those attributed to Hast¬ 
ings, instead of joining to prosecute and punish. 
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he would, as far as in him lay, have extended to 
them assistance and protection. 

No man could doubt, after Sheridan’s own con¬ 
fession, made in the house of commons, scarcely 
four weeks earlier, that he would willingly have 
extended impunity and oblivion to Hastings. 
His own principles of moral action were too re¬ 
laxed, to impel him on a parliamentary prosecu¬ 
tion for measures which, even if culpable, were 
adopted under circumstances of great public exi¬ 
gency, where the existence of our East India do¬ 
minions was at stake. In bending all the charms 
of his persuasive eloquence, as he did, to prove 
Hastings’s criminality before his judges in West- 
minster-hall, Sheridan only acted from a spirit of 
party, sustained by attachment to Fox. Pro¬ 
bably he was not insensible to the display of his 
talents likewise, on such a theatre, before an au¬ 
dience composed of both sexes, including all that 
was dignified in Great Britain. But Sheridan 
partook neither of the elevated feelings of Burke, 
nor had imbibed his prejudices, nor was actu¬ 
ated by his personal resentments. 

' Widely different were the motives which im¬ 
pelled Francis. In his bosom appeared to be con¬ 
centered all the hostile recollections which our na¬ 
ture can cherish against any individual. During 
successive years he had, in concert with Clavering 
and Monson, opposed Hastings’s measures in Ben- 
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gal. After the decease of his two colleagues in 
the supreme council, he had continued the same 
systematic resistance to the governor-general. 
Private enmity became superadded to political 
difference of opinion: they went out, fought, 
and Francis was wounded. Time seemed to 
have diffused no balm into the wound; it re¬ 
mained still fresh as on the day when it had been 
inflicted. His own words, on the supposition 
that Francis was Junius, addressed to Sir William 
Draper, might be justly applied to himself: “ If 
I understand your character,” says Junius, “ there 
is in your own breast a repository in which your 
resentments may be safely laid up for future oc¬ 
casions, and preserved without the hazard of dimi¬ 
nution.” With equal truth it might have been 
maintained of Francis, that all his animosities lived 
' and breathed in his speeches, unallayed by the 
lapse of years. Nor could he plead, like Burke, 
that poverty had chilled his blood, or rendered it 
acrimonious. Francis brought home from the 
East a very ample, or rather a splendid compe¬ 
tence ; and while Burke occupied, when in Lon¬ 
don, a small lodging in Charles Street, St. James’s 
Square, Francis inhabited a house in Upper Har¬ 
ley Street, from which he subsequently removed 
to a noble mansion in St. James’s Square. Such 
was the difference which fortune had established 
between these two distinguished men. I never 
accounted Lord North among the number of 
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Hastings’s prosecutors, though he lent his name 
to the impeachment. 

5th and 6th April .—Two conversations, rather 
than debates, took place at this time relative to 
the deficiency in the civil list, which amounted, 
as I have already observed, to more than two 
hundred thousand pounds. Fowis, after com¬ 
menting with asperity on the causes that had 
produced such a debt, mentioned the expensive 
and inefficient embassy of Lord Chesterfield, as 
meriting reprehension. It appeared that no less 
a sum than twenty-five thousand pounds had 
been expended on that useless and premature 
appointment. Nor did Eden’s mission to Paris 
escape censure, though every part of the house 
joined with the minister in acknowledging his 
aptitude for such a negotiation. Sheridan and 
Fox availed themselves of the occasion, for bring, 
ing to public notice the establishment of the 
Prince of Wales; no doubt with a view to sound 
the indinations of parliament upon the subject. 
They represented that fifty thousand pounds a 
year constituted an income utterly inadequate to 
supporting his dignity. “ In touching on a mat¬ 
ter of such delicacy,” observed Fox, “ it is not so 
much from motives of gratitude for the confi¬ 
dence with which that royal personage honours 
me, nor from the affection exdted by his amiable 
qualities, as from my conviction that the dignity 
of the crown, and even the national advantage. 
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require that the heir-apparent should be enabled 
to live, not merely in ease, but in splendour. Un¬ 
der George the First, when the civil list amounted 
only to seven hundred thousand pounds a year, 
the Prince of Wales, afterwards George the Se¬ 
cond, had an allowance of one hundred thousand; 
and now, when, in consequence of the suppres¬ 
sions made in the king’s household, the civil list 
may be fairly estimated at nine hundred and fifty 
thousand pounds a year, only fifty thousand are 
given to the Prince of Wales. If his majesty, as 
is evident by the demand of this evening, cannot 
make the former sum cover his expenses, how 
can it be expected that his royal highness is to 
live upon the last-mentioned income? I well 
know that the late Prince of Wales, Frederick, 
had at first no larger establishment; but it was 
soon augmented, and the expences of every ar¬ 
ticle of life are prodigiously encreased since that 
period.” 

These facts and arguments, which appeared to 
me at the time, and still impress me, as full of 
weight, made no impression on the chancellor of 
the exchequer. Entrenching himself behind the 
throne, he replied that “he was not instructed 
to make any communication to the house, respect¬ 
ing the branches of the royal family; and that 
he should avoid the presumption of expressing 
any private opinion upon the subject.” Not a 
single county member, nor country gentleman of 
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any description, rose to support Fox’s representa¬ 
tions. One individual only, Alderman Newn- 
ham, a member for the city of London, stated his 
conviction that the sum allowed to the heir-appar 
rent was Universally regarded as unequal to the 
maintenance of his dignity. Fox, at the conclu¬ 
sion of his speech, admitted that the only becom¬ 
ing mode of bringing the business before the 
house would be by a message from the crown. 

“ I hope,” added he, “ that ministers will so advise 
his majesty; but, if they do not, I pledge myself 
that I will, in some shape or other, before the end 
of the session, lay the matter before this assem¬ 
bly.” Pitt remained silent. Unquestionably, an 
economical Prince of Wales, or a Prince of Wales' 
deeply penetrated with a sense of his duties, 
might have subsisted on the allowance made him, 
however unequal it was to a display of magnifi¬ 
cence. But Carlton-house exhibited a perpetual 
scene of excess, unrestrained by any wise superin¬ 
tendence. Entertainments of the most expensive 
description ; architectural decorations and embel¬ 
lishments, made on a scale of extraordinary splen¬ 
dour;— these gratifications demanded adequate 
funds for their support. A large debt began to 
accumulate, which speedily subjected his royal 
highness to many of the inconveniencies, and to 
some of the disgraces, incurred by ordinary debt¬ 
ors. His friends and adherents filled the capital 
with complaints of the inadequate allowance made 
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him: but the king, who well knew that an aug¬ 
mentation of his income would only tend to 
strengthen the hands of opposition; and who per¬ 
haps suspected that some part of it might find its 
way into the pockets of Fox, or of Sheridan; re¬ 
mained inflexible on the subject. 

11 th and 12th April .—No individual connected 
with government performed, during the course of 
the session, a more important, useful, and conspi¬ 
cuous part, than Jenkinson. I do not except the 
chancellor of the exchequer himself from this 
observation. Jenkinson could support indeed no 
comparison whatever with Pitt in eloquence; but 
his intimate knowledge of trade, matured by ex- 
'perience, and by communications with every 
source of information, rendered him an invalu¬ 
able support to ministers. The ciy of secret in¬ 
fluence , which during Lord North’s administration 
made Jenkinson unpopular, had become almost 
extinct, while his talents rose every day in the 
public estimation. Before the end of March he 
brought forward a proposition for regulating the 
Newfoundland fishery; an object become doubly 
valuable to Great Britain since our recent loss 
of the Trans-Atlantic colonies. In developing the 
actual state of that branch of national wealth, 
and defining the principles on which alone it 
could henceforward be retained against the riva- 
lities of other nations, he shewed his profound 
acquaintance with the subject. Instructed by 
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the recent emancipation of America, he point¬ 
ed out the danger of colonizing 'Newfoundland; 
which, if treated as a colony, he said, would in¬ 
fallibly follow in a few years the example of New 
England; recommending an opposite system of 
policy, as the only mode of preserving the fish¬ 
eries. Sir Grey Cooper, who since Eden’s de¬ 
fection supplied in some measure his place, not 
only concurred on every point with Jenkinson, 
but passed the highest encomiums on his sound 
views of commercial prosperity. No opposition 
arose from any part of the house. 

Previous to the Easter recess, he exhibited two 
other equally striking proofs of ability. The first 
of these propositions, which had for its object a 
revisal of the trade and navigation laws, en¬ 
abled him to display a wonderful extent of infor¬ 
mation. Having traced the origin and progress 
of those laws, their operation on our commerce, 
and their present defects, he finally suggested the 
alterations necessary to be made in the system. 
His views and reflections were equally enlarged, 
as they were consoling to the nation. “ If pro¬ 
per means,” he observed, “could be devised for 
securing to Great Britain the navigation trade; 
though we had recently lost a vast dominion in 
America, we might almost be said to have gained 
an empire.” All his plans appeared to be so bene¬ 
ficial, and he manifested so much readiness to sub¬ 
mit them to the severest examination, not only of 
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the house, but of every merchant in the kingdom, 
previous to their final adoption, that they expe¬ 
rienced no impediment. — The last proof of talent 
exhibited by Jenkinson at this time, was in lay¬ 
ing open the state of the Greenland fishery; which 
he performed in the same lucid, well-digested, 
and perspicuous manner, accompanied with de¬ 
tails of the most minute description. The mea¬ 
sure that he proposed, though it gave rise to a 
long discussion, yet was adopted by a large majo¬ 
rity. It was not, indeed, from Fox, or from 
Fox’s friends, than any objections to the plan 
arose. The doubts started came from other 
quarters, and originated principally in local feel¬ 
ings or prejudices. Jenkinson’s abilities extorted 
universal respect, and rendered it evident that the 
favour which he had enjoyed during so many 
years at St. James’s reposed on better foundations 
than the servile assiduities of a courtier, or the 
capricious predilection of a king. 

26 th April .—The impeachment of Hastings now 
began to engage, and to absorb, universal atten¬ 
tion. Burke having delivered in two more charges 
against him, and promising to produce others 
without loss of time, Major Scott instantly pre¬ 
sented a petition on the part of the late governor- 
general. Its object, which was “to obtain the 
permission of being heard in his defence against 
the several articles, and to be allowed a copy of 
them,” gave rise to a most animated debate. Con- 
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elusions diametrically opposite were drawn by Fox 
and by Pitt from the same premises; the latter 
expressing his assent to the prayer of the petition* 
as founded on precedents extracted from the 
Journals. Fox, though he did not oppose the 
motion for hearing Hastings in his defence, yet 
loudly inveighed against granting him copies of 
the charges. While this contest took place, a 
sort of episode suddenly diverted, during a con¬ 
siderable time, the attention of the assembly from 
Hastings to an unexpected quarter. Martin, 
member for Tewksbury, a man whom I have 
already had occasion more than once to mention; 
whose views were confined, but always inflexibly 
upright; interposed in the discussion. “I have 
hot as yet, Mr. Speaker,” said he, “ made up my 
mind on the present subject; but, whenever this 
prosecution shall be disposed of, there still remains 
one to be undertaken in justice to the country. I 
allude to the noble lord in the blue ribband, 
who has repeatedly challenged enquiry. I have 
long thought that such an enquiry ought to be 
instituted. So unfortunate, however, has been the 
state of party during several years, that the noble 
lord well knows he may bid the country do that, 
which the dignity of this house, and my respect for 
them, prohibits me from mentioning within these 
walls” Lord North, on ordinary occasions, would 
probably have met the attack of Martin with his 
characteristic wit and humour; weapons which 
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he had always at command, and with which he 
had already gently chastized his present adversary, 
to the no small entertainment of the audience, 
when formerly assailed by him on the same topic. 
But the affront was conveyed in words so indeco¬ 
rous, as induced him to prefer a more grave reply. 
Rising as soon as Martin finished, he complained 
that “ allusions made in gross and vulgar language ” 
should thus be reiterated; equally unworthy of 
the house to hear, and indecent on the part of the 
individual by whom they were ulcered. He then 
called on men of every description, to say whe¬ 
ther the majority of that house, the actual mi¬ 
nisters, or any of the great authorities in exist¬ 
ence, could be considered so partial to him, as to 
shield him from impeachment if he merited it ? 
The weapon which Lord North disdained or de- 
dined to use, Burke however took up, wielding 
it with equal ease and effect. “ I sincerely wish,” 
observed he, “ that the bird who uniformly sings 
one and the same tune would take it in a gentler 
key. The cuckoo’s note, I grant, is uniform; 
but it is gentle. Now, though the bird in ques¬ 
tion can sing only one note, and that note, like 
the cuckoo’s, ungradous to the married coalition 
ear; yet the house will thank him for correcting 
the harshness of his song, and for giving it in 
a milder tone.” 

Having by this pleasantry turned the laugh 
against Martin, Burke resumed his serious de- 
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meanour. “As to the prosecution of the noble 
lord seated near me,” continued he, “whatever 
I might have once intended, I should not now be 
prompt to impeach a person whom I am so happy 
as to sank among my friends. Besides* when I 
look opposite, and see the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer, who has declared systematically against 
all retrospect on other national concerns, I dare 
not Undertake it; especially on beholding the two 
powerful supporters between whom he is placed 
this evening.” Dundas sate on Pitt’s right hand, 
and Jenkinson on his left. “ Three such oppo¬ 
nents would awe me into silence. I will how¬ 
ever confess, that thinking the measures pursued 
during the contest with America dangerous to 
the constitution, and pernicious, I had at one time 
drawn up seven distinct articles of impeachment. 
But, only one among them in any degree affected 
the noble lord. When I found the system relin¬ 
quished, I forgot the past evils. The Marquis 
of Rockingham indeed advised me to abandon all idea 
of impeachment , and took from me the papers. I 
have since vainly endeavoured to find them.” In the 
disclosure thus made relative to Lord Rocking¬ 
ham, much secret history was divulged. It became 
evident that Burke’s patron saw the impossibility 
of separating the sovereign from his minister; 
George the Third, from Lord North. In fact, 
every man of common information knew that the 
American war was waged and maintained by his 



104 


MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 


1786. 


majesty, far more than by his ministers. He sup¬ 
ported and propelled the cabinet, who, on the 
other hand, had good experience of his firmness. 
An attempt therefore to bring Lord N6rth, or 
Lord George Germain, or the Earl of Sandwich, 
to the block, must have rent in pieces the whole 
frame of Lord Rockingham’s government. For 
the king would never have imitated the example 
of Charles the First towards Lord Strafford. 
His principles would not have allowed him to 
incur his own reprobation or contempt. This 
fact the marquis well knew, as he did equally 
Burke’s violence and intractability. In order, there¬ 
fore, to disarm a man whom he could not alto¬ 
gether govern by reason, or control by authority, 
he got possession of the papers in question, which 
he subsequently withheld, or destroyed. If Fox 
and Burke had possessed the marquis’s prudence, 
combined with his moderation, they might not 
have passed nearly their whole lives on the oppo¬ 
sition bench. 

It being at length carried without any division, 
that Hastings should be heard in his defence, and 
that copies of the charges should be granted him; 
a new debate arose respecting the mode and order 
of proceeding. Kenyon strongly maintained that 
the house ought not to advance another step in 
the prosecution, till the late governor-general had 
been brought before them: while Jenkinson, who 
hitherto could only be said to have taken an in- 
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direct part in his favour, now rising, decidedly: 
objected to the reception of evidence. Thus op¬ 
posed, Burke gave way to all the acrimony and 
irritation of his character. He who, when Lord 
North was attacked by Martin, could call ridicule 
to his aid, and ptess into his service Shakspear’s 
“ cuckoo song,” let loose upon Kenyon and Jen- 
kinson the utmost efforts of his indignation. 
“The learned gentleman,” exclaimed he, ad¬ 
dressing his observations to the master of the 
rolls, “may repeat his practice of embarrassing 
the discussion; of varying his opinion, and sug¬ 
gesting different advice according to circumstan¬ 
ces : I will not abandon the cause. I consider 
one arm as already lopped off. If I lose a leg, I 
will nevertheless persevere. Even if deprived of 
both, I will fight, like Witherington, on my 
stumps.” Towards Jenkinson he was still more 
personal. “ Judging from all that I have heard 
on the present evening,” said Burke, “ I fear it is 
intended to quash the prosecution. It is indeed 
evident, by the language of a gentleman who is 
commonly supposed to have been the sinister adviser of 
his majesty ;—though I by no means assert the fact, 
or that he ever offered other than good advice;— 
it is however evident that one half of my charges 
are already struck with the dead palsy.”—“ The 
failure of the charges is impossible. They con¬ 
tain matter which no sophistry can defeat. If 
therefore the house shall think proper to crush- 
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the proceeding, the disgrace will be theirs, and 
not mine. X have done my duty; and disabled as 
I may be, I will persevere.” 

Such was the state of the discussion, when two 
gentlemen of the long robe successively addressed 
the house. The first, Bear croft, though encum¬ 
bered with a mass of flesh, possessed great intel¬ 
lectual powers, and looked forward confidently to 
the highest honours of his profession; which he 
would probably have reached, if his career had 
not been cut short by death. Viewing the case, 
not through the optics of a moralist, but with 
the eye of a statesman, he endeavoured to con¬ 
vince his audience, that the late governor-general 
might prove the accusations to be altogether 
irrelevant, or at least destitute of criminality. 
Widely opposite were the opinions delivered by 
Hardinge, solicitor-general to the queen; who 
having denied that the charges were in any de¬ 
gree unintelligible, while at the same time he 
admitted that they were diffuse; “ With respect,” 
continued he, “to the argument, that even al¬ 
though imputations so serious could be proved, 
yet they might and would be overbalanced by 
the public services of the accused person, I can 
subscribe to no such doctrine. Never will I ad¬ 
mit the justification, which in technical phrase is 
denominated a set-off, to form any legitimate de¬ 
fence ! In cases of a criminal nature, or where 
specific delinquency can be proved, no set-off will 
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satisfy my mind. I remember, many years ago, 
a proceeding similar to the present, in which the 
sort of balance now pleaded was successfully 
urged, but greatly, in my opinion, to the dis¬ 
grace of this assembly. The case to which I 
allude, was that prosecution commenced against 
an individual of high rank and character at the 
time; and who, though now no more, yet still 
maintains a great name in the world. The facts, 
and those too of an enormous description, were 
proved. But, an honourable general, and a noble 
lord, have yet an account to settle, for having ad¬ 
mitted the whole to be done away by a set-off. I 
date from that circumstance, every event which 
has since taken place injurious to the national 
character in the East.” This most pointed allu¬ 
sion to Lord North’s and General Burgoyne’s 
conduct, when Lord Clive was criminally attacked 
in the house, produced no ordinary sensation, they 
being both present: but it did not provoke from 
either of them any notice or reply. On the divi¬ 
sion, it was nevertheless determined to hear no 
more witnesses till Hastings should have appeared 
at the bar. It would be nugatory to deny that 
Hardinge’s opinions were not merely heard with 
respect, but sunk deep into the public mind. 
All those persons who considered Hastings’s ac¬ 
tions as amenable to the bar of private conscience, 
or to parliamentary enquiry, rather than as mea¬ 
sures of state which circumstances authorized; 
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necessarily adopted the. standard of moral rec¬ 
titude and justice, as the only criterion of his 
future acquittal or condemnation. 

1st May .—These preliminary steps being ad¬ 
justed, Mr. Hastings made his appearance before 
the house. Curiosity, stimulated by enmity, or. 
by friendship, in many individuals, procured on 
the occasion a very numerous attendance. His 
entrance excited a strong and a general emotion. 
It was to me a painful spectacle to behold a man, 
who during twelve years had governed the. rich 
and extensive provinces of Asia, from the mouths, 
of the Ganges to Dehli,—and who, without a me¬ 
taphor, might be said to have occupied the throne 
of Timur, — now, when his period of life seemed 
to demand repose, and when he might have anti¬ 
cipated honours or rewards, dragged before a 
popular assembly, there to defend himself against 
impeachment. His person, if not dignified, was 
interesting, and his look commanding, as if accus¬ 
tomed to power. In thus pleading before the com¬ 
mons, he lost the advantage enjoyed by Lord Clive; 
and by Rumbold; who, being both members of 
the assembly which instituted an enquiry into their 
public conduct, could mix personally with their 
accusers, reply to their allegations on the moment, 
and correct or efface any unjust imputation. Lord 
Clive had moreover secured in Wedderbum an 
advocate of consummate parliamentary, as well as 
legal talents. Nor did Sir Thomas Rumbold want 
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a powerful supporter in the person of Rigby, 
-who, though then no longer paymaster of the 
forces, yet well knew the modes of softening ani- 
•mosities, and of dextrously removing prejudices. 
Lord Mansfield, the archbishop of York, the chan¬ 
cellor, and many other persons of the highest 
rank or consideration, strongly attached to Hast¬ 
ings, whatever services they could render him 
elsewhere, became powerless in the house of com¬ 
mons. Jenkinson, Kenyon, and Bearcroft might, 
indeed, each be regarded as friendly; but they 
wanted the personal stimulus by which Wedder- 
bum and Rigby had been propelled. All these 
circumstances were not duly weighed by the ad¬ 
visers of the governor-general, who having passed 
his best years out of his native country, knew 
London and parliament only by description. 

Burke always endeavoured to establish a simi¬ 
larity between the praetor of Sicily accused by 
Cicero, and the governor-general impeached by 
himself. It would, however, have been much 
easier to demonstrate the contrast exhibited by 
the two individuals. Yerres was brought before 
the Roman senate by the Sicilians themselves, for 
acts of rapine'and oppression. Hastings had quit¬ 
ted India amidst the affectionate approbation of 
all ranks, Asiatic as well as European. Verres 
returned to Rome laden with wealth, of which he 
expended a considerable portion in procuring de¬ 
fenders. Hastings revisited England, not indeed 
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poor, but with only a moderate competence; 
while Harwell, though only a contemporary mem¬ 
ber of the supreme council, had amassed some 
hundred thousands. Even Francis was a far 
richer man than the governor-general. The acts 
of rapacity or extortion committed by the Roman 
were perpetrated from base and sordid motives; 
while the Englishman, even in those fines which 
he imposed or levied on the princes of Indostan, 
carried the sums so raised into the company’s 
treasury. Lastly, Verres, conscious of his enor¬ 
mities, and anticipating his final condemnation, 
dared not abide the issue of his trial, but, quitting 
Italy, became an exile. Hastings, on the con¬ 
trary, after presenting for many years a political 
mark, against which the greatest talents and elo¬ 
quence of the country directed its keenest shafts, 
was acquitted by his judges. Between Verres and 
Rumbold it will be readily admitted that there 
existed great analogy. If we would seek in an¬ 
tiquity any case bearing a strong resemblance to 
that of Hastings among us, we must remount 
more than four centuries beyond the Christian 
sera. Pericles, accused of mismanagement in con¬ 
ducting the military and civil affairs of Athens 
entrusted to his guidance, pleading his cause be* 
fore the Athenian people, presents some points 
that recall to our minds the governor-general of 
Bengal. On the present occasion, every mark of 
attention and consideration was shown by the 
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house of commons to Hastings, compatible with 
the forms of that assembly. He was allowed a 
chair; and a son of the archbishop of York, who 
had formerly been resident at Benares, attended 
on him, for the purpose of supplying him with 
the documents or papers requisite to his justifi¬ 
cation. In reply to his request of being permitted 
to assist his memory by reading his answer to the 
charges exhibited, the Speaker informed him that 
he was at liberty to avail himself of any aid which 
he might judge necessary for his defence. 

Having first returned his acknowledgments to 
the house for their indulgence in hearing him at 
so early a stage of the prosecution, he then pro¬ 
ceeded to read his exculpation. But its effect on 
a popular assembly accustomed to splendid dis¬ 
plays of eloquence, was tame and tedious after the 
lapse of the first hour. He began by remarking 
on the singularity of the present proceeding, in¬ 
stituted against a man who had received from his 
employers the most unequivocal and flattering 
testimonies of their satisfaction. “ I left Ben¬ 
gal,” said he, “ followed by the loudest proofs of 
universal gratitude; and since I landed in Eng¬ 
land, I have had the unanimous thanks of the 
court of directors for my services of five-and-thirty 
years. Furnished with such proofs of the appro¬ 
bation of those for whose benefit I had conducted 
the affairs of India, it did not occur to my mind 
that any other person could urge an accusation 
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against me. Much less did I conceive that high 
crimes and misdemeanours could be alleged in 
this house, as grounds for my impeachment before 
the peers. Doubtless, in the course of my admi¬ 
nistration, I have committed many errors; but I 
have endeavoured so to conduct the government 
of India, that it might prove beneficial to the 
company at home, while it diffused repose and 
felicity abroad. I am conscious that by standing 
forward as I now do, I may furnish proofs of my 
own misconduct. If, however, it is desirable to 
disclose the facts and measures that took place 
while I held the first office in Bengal, I wish to 
make the disclosure in this manner, whatever per¬ 
sonal disadvantages may accrue from it to my 
cause, during the course of the present proceed¬ 
ings.” 

When Hastings had concluded his general ob¬ 
servations on the prosecution, he produced sepa¬ 
rate answers to each of the charges. But, as his 
own powers became unequal to a long continu¬ 
ance of such exertion, he soon availed himself of 
Mr. Markham’s assistance. After more than five 
hours had been thus employed, during which time 
a considerable diminution took place in the num¬ 
ber of auditors, the chancellor of the exchequer 
moved an adjournment. On the ensuing day 
Hastings resumed his defence; which being ter¬ 
minated, he was desired to withdraw. Burke then 
briefly addressed the house, deprecating any com- 
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ment on the recent justification, as altogether pre¬ 
mature, but recommending to every individual 
present a deliberate perusal of the whole proceed¬ 
ing. Not a word was uttered in reply. It may 
justly be questioned whether Hastings was well 
advised in desiring to be heard at the bar. In fact, 
he derived no advantage from his personal appear¬ 
ance. How, indeed, could he expect to produce 
conviction in the minds of an assembly whose 
members possessed collectively so imperfect a 
knowledge of the country, policy, or government 
of Hindostan; to whom, neither the Rohillas, nor 
the Rajah of Benares, nor the Nabob of Oude, 
conveyed any definite idea? Hastings’s friends 
amounted only to an inconsiderable number, not 
exceeding probably seventy; though, if minis¬ 
ters joined them, no doubt could be entertained of 
the charges being rejected by a great majority. 
But how would Pitt and Dundas act? What 
criterion of merit or demerit, of crime or of inno¬ 
cence, would they adopt ? Would they judge on 
the general principles, or on detached features, of 
the governor-general’s public conduct ? Would 
Bearcroft’s or Hardinge’s standard be preferred ? 
On these points profound ignorance prevailed. 
Hastings’s adherents, relying nevertheless on the 
favourable sentiments hitherto exhibited or ex¬ 
pressed by Pitt towards him on various occasions, 
anticipated with sanguine hopes, that whenever 
the separate charges should be brought forward, 
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the minister would take a decided part in his be¬ 
half. A short time demonstrated how erroneously 
they had embraced these opinions. 

May .—London presented during the spring of 
1786 a scene of general dissipation at the west end 
of the town. All the gloom which the disasters 
of the American war had diffused during suc¬ 
cessive years over the capital, seemed to have dis¬ 
persed like a dream. The Prince of Wales, then 
in the prime of youth, led the way in every spe¬ 
cies of pleasure, and in many species of excess. 
His father, aware of the injury which such an 
example might produce among the younger 
branches of his family, had early removed his se¬ 
cond and third sons from England : Prince Fre¬ 
deric being sent in December 1781 to Hanover; 
while William Henry, bred to the navy, pursued 
his professional career at a distance from his native 
country. Mrs. Fitzherbert, commonly regarded, 
if not as the heir-apparent’s wife, yet as united to 
him by a ceremony substituted in place of a legal 
marriage, received in all companies the considera¬ 
tion and respect which the sanctity of such a sup¬ 
posed connexion was calculated to inspire. I have 
already mentioned that she was in her second wi¬ 
dowhood when she became known to him. It 
is a curious fact, that Edward the Black Prince 
espoused a lady who, like Mrs. Fitzherbert, had 
previously given her hand to two husbands. 
"The fair maid of Kent,” as she was denomi- 
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nated, mother of Richard the Second, stood in that 
predicament. There appears, indeed, to have been 
among the kings, and in the royal family of Eng¬ 
land, an extraordinary predilection for widows. 
Not to mention the unfortunate consort of Ed¬ 
ward the Fourth, and Henry the Eighth’s last 
queen; the three uncles of the Prince of Wales, 
all, either avowedly or secretly, acted the same 
part. I know that Lady Mary Coke considered 
herself united to Edward, Duke of York, who died 
in 1767 at Monaco, by as legitimate a union as 
the Duchesses of Gloucester or of Cumberland 
were united to their respective husbands. She 
was, indeed, much higher bom than Miss Wal¬ 
pole or Miss Luttrell, being daughter of John, the 
celebrated Duke of Argyle, and she possessed ex¬ 
traordinary personal beauty. At more than se¬ 
venty years of age, when I have been in company 
with her, she preserved the cheerfulness and vi¬ 
vacity of youth. 

Cumberland-house, in Pall-Mall, (now the de¬ 
partment of the ordnance,) might then be consi¬ 
dered as the central point of elegant amusement 
in the metropolis. The Duke and Duchess of 
Cumberland, after passing some years on the Con¬ 
tinent,—principally at Avignon, with a view to the 
re-establishment of his finances,—on their return 
to England opened their house. A crowd of distin¬ 
guished persons, male and female, filled the apart¬ 
ments once every week. That the duke was a very 

1 2 
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weak man, the circumstances attending his unfor¬ 
tunate connexion with Lady Grosvenor, and his 
marriage with Mrs. Horton, sufficiently attest. 
Yet, limited as his faculties were, his manner ren¬ 
dered them apparently meaner than they would 
otherwise have been esteemed. The same remark 
might be applied to the king his brother, who, 
had he possessed the grace of the Prince of Wales, 
would have impressed all who approached him 
with a conviction of his capacity. The Duchess 
of Cumberland, like almost every individual of 
the Luttrell family, by no means wanted ta¬ 
lents: but they were more specious than solid; 
better calculated for show than for use, for cap¬ 
tivating admiration than for exciting esteem. Her 
personal charms, allowance being made for the 
injury which they had sustained from time,—for 
in 1786 she was no longer young,—fully justified 
the duke’s passion. No woman of her time per¬ 
formed the honours of her own drawing-room 
with more affability, ease, and dignity. The king 
held her in great alienation, because he believed 
that she lent herself to facilitate, or to gratify, the 
Prince of Wales’s inclinations on some points be¬ 
yond the limits of propriety; Carlton and Cum¬ 
berland houses communicating behind by the gar¬ 
dens. Lady Elizabeth Luttrell, a younger sister 
of the duchess,—their father having been raised 
in the preceding year from the rank of an Irish 
viscount to the dignity of an earl of the same 
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kingdom,—was domiciliated at Cumberland-house. 
She inherited no portion of the duchess’s beauty, 
elegance, or prudence. Coarse, and destitute of 
softness in her manners, wanting principle, and 
devoured by a rage for play, she finally closed her 
life in a manner the most humiliating as well as 
tragical. 

The Luttrells had succeeded, under George the 
Third, to the character for eccentricity enjoyed by 
the Herveys during the two preceding reigns; of 
which last-mentioned family the Dowager Vis¬ 
countess Townsend observed, that “ God had 
created men, and women, and Herveys." The pre¬ 
sent Earl of Carhampton,—who, as Colonel Lut- 
trell, acted so conspicuous a part half a century 
ago, when he opposed Wilkes at Brentford, in the 
memorable contest for Middlesex,—still survives, 
in the possession of all his intellectual faculties, 
though advanced beyond his seventieth year. In 
his person, he was rather below than above the 
middle size; but active, of a pleasing figure, and a 
high spirit; verifying the adage of ** Petite mine, 
et grand jeu He possessed a mind cast in a 
very original mould, though uncultivated; and 
he was an indefatigable votary of pleasure. In 
1812, soon after the restrictions imposed by par¬ 
liament on the regent were withdrawn. Lord Car¬ 
hampton lying in an apparently hopeless state, at 
his house in Bruton-street, Berkeley-square, where 
he laboured under a dangerous internal malady. 
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intelligence of his decease was prematurely carried 
to Carlton-house. The regent, who was at table 
when the report arrived, lending rather too preci¬ 
pitate credit to the information, immediately gave. 
away his regiment, the Carabineers, to one of the 
company, a general officer; and he lost not a mo¬ 
ment in kissing his royal highness’s hand, on the 
appointment. No sooner had the report reached 
Lord Carhampton, than he instantly dispatched a 
friend to Pall-Mall, empowered to deliver a mes¬ 
sage for the prince. In it he most respectfully 
protested, that far from being a dead man, he 
hoped to surmount his present disease; and there¬ 
fore humbly entreated him to dispose of any other 
regiment in the service, except the Carabineers. 
Lord Carhampton humorously added, that his 
royal highness might rest assured, he would give 
special directions to his attendants not to lose a 
moment, after it could be ascertained that he was 
really dead, in conveying the news to Carlton- 
house. 

The residence of the French embassador at 
Hyde Park Corner formed, in 1786, another ral¬ 
lying point of pleasure. Ever since the conclusion 
of peace between the two crowns, Count d’Adhe- 
mar filled that distinguished post, to which the 
friendship of the Duchess de Polignac and the 
protection of the queen had elevated him. Assur¬ 
edly he never would have been sent by Henry 
the Fourth to James the First; nor selected by 
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Louis the Fourteenth to manage the interests of 
France at the court of Charles the Second. The 
business of the embassy was principally conducted 
by his secretary, Barthelemy, who has since per¬ 
formed a conspicuous part throughout the French 
Revolution. After having been banished to the 
coast of Guiana, he still survives, respected under 
every government to which France has been sub¬ 
jected during the last five-and-twenty years. I 
knew him intimately; our acquaintance having 
commenced at Vienna, where he held the post of 
secretary to the Baron de Breteuil, embassador 
from Louis the Sixteenth to the Empress Queen 
Maria Theresa. Barthelemy was a native of Pro¬ 
vence, and nephew to the celebrated abb£ of that 
name, author of the “ Voyage du Jeune Anachar- 
sisa work, the erudition and ingenuity of which 
have secured its fame to all future time. D’Ad- 
hemar, in conformity with the manners of France, 
where every species of amusement is customary 
on Sunday evenings, opened his house weekly on 
that night throughout the whole winter. About 
the same time he was attacked by a paralytic 
stroke, while standing in the drawing-room at St. 
James’s. Such a disaster might naturally have 
suspended the entertainments at Hyde Park Cor¬ 
ner : but, in order to conceal it as much as pos¬ 
sible from his own court, and to impress the world 
with an idea that the attack could be only slight, 
his house was opened as usual. A faro table being 
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set in one of the apartments, the company punted 
at it, while the embassador lay in an adjoining 
room attended by physicians. I witnessed the 
fact His recovery proving merely temporary, the 
Chevalier de la Luzerne replaced him in the fol¬ 
lowing year. 

10th —81$/ May .—Throughout the whole month 
of May, Burke continued to call witnesses, for the 
purpose of proving various allegations of a crimi¬ 
nal nature against Hastings. He then announced 
that he should commence his prosecution with the 
invasion of the territory of Rohilcund, commonly 
denominated the Rohilla war; and as soon as the 
house had disposed of the charge, he would pro¬ 
ceed to the affair of Benares, and rebellion of Cheyt 
Sing. One, and only one debate of considerable 
interest took place, relative to the correspondence 
carried on between Mr. Middleton, while he was 
invested with the public character of minister at 
Lucknow, and the governor-general; which epis¬ 
tolary intercourse, Burke loudly insisted, ought to 
be produced. With that view, he moved that 
Middleton should be examined at the bar. But 
here he was again opposed by the master of the 
rolls. “ I can only compare the demand,” exclaimed 
Kenyon, “ for the production of private papers 
from an individual criminally charged, with the 
avowed intention of criminating him, to the con¬ 
duct of the Inquisition, where prisoners are put to 
the torture, in order to extort from them confes- 
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sions of guilt. Even the act of breaking open 
.Algernon Sydney’s private chamber, ransacking 
his most secret manuscripts, and seizing on an 
unpublished paper,—which subsequently formed 
the ground of his accusation, and ultimately the 
pretence for his execution,—yet was justifiable, 
when placed in comparison with the present at¬ 
tempt. Because, in Algernon Sydney’s instance, 
danger to the state was pretended; whereas in this 
case no such pretext can be alledged, but an indi¬ 
vidual is to be made the instrument of his own 
conviction. Where then, I ask, is the man to be 
found who would reflectively do the thing which 
this house is now called on to authorize ?” 

Burke parried so severe an attack with the arms 
of wit, rather than with those of reason or of law. 
“ Where,” he asked, “ was an inference to be 
drawn from his conduct that could be stigmatized 
as putting the accused to the torture? Why,” 
continued he, “ do 1 desire to see this correspond¬ 
ence? Is it to pry into the governor-general’s 
amours, or to discover how many dancing-girls 
he had at his disposal ? I do not want to know 
whether Mr. Hastings was afflicted with the ma¬ 
lady of which Francis the First died, or what 
subjects of personal lamentation he might impart 
to Mr. Middleton. My object is to trace his offi¬ 
cial actions, and, by laying open his private in¬ 
structions to the minister at Oude, to prove how 
he has dishonoured the British name, violated the 
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British faith, and degraded our national charac¬ 
ter.” Pitt, while he expressed his disapprobation 
of an attempt at compelling the production of 
papers, for the purpose of criminating either Hast¬ 
ings or Middleton, softened nevertheless the as¬ 
perity of Kenyon’s animadversions on Burke’s 
motion. “ As to the torture of which my learned 
friend has made mention,” added he, “ it ought 
not to be interpreted literally, and means only 
an endeavour to elicit truth by unfair and illegal 
methods. Such modes, if used to compel from an 
individual written evidence against himself, would 
be as censurable, and as repugnant to justice, as 
personal torture to extort verbal confession. It is 
to the court of directors that application ought to 
be made for the papers in question, if they are of 
a public nature: for, on the supposition of their 
being really private, it would be highly unconsti¬ 
tutional, to call for them in any manner.” The 
latter idea was, however, by Fox treated with 
scorn. “ All the papers which we demand,” said 
he, “ are those belonging to us, to the State, and 
to the East India Company. If his majesty had 
called on me, when no longer secretary of state, to 
deliver up all the papers in my possession, must I 
not have obeyed? Were the case otherwise, the 
inquisitorial powers of this house are paralyzed, 
and no state delinquent can ever be prosecuted to 
conviction.” Pitt’s opinion was nevertheless finally 
adopted. 
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1st and 2nd June .—At length, after a delay of 
more than four months, Burke brought forward 
the first charge against Hastings; namely, the Ro¬ 
ll ilia war. Conscious how vast a responsibility he 
incurred, and how difficult a task he undertook, in 
endeavouring to point the indignation of parlia¬ 
ment against a man who had maintained the au¬ 
thority of Great Britain over her possessions in 
the East, under circumstances of the greatest dif¬ 
ficulty, and who had merited the acknowledg¬ 
ments of his employers; Burke called to his assist¬ 
ance all the resources of his comprehensive and 
illuminated mind. Nor did he despise those ad¬ 
ventitious aids, which, by impressing his audience 
with a deep sense of the awful character of the 
prosecution itself, might awaken and rivet atten¬ 
tion to his own efforts in the cause of national, 
justice. Attracted by curiosity, or friendship, or 
party;—for, even in this instance, where party 
ought to have been wholly excluded, it still found 
entrance;—a very great concourse of members 
took their seats at the usual hour of business. 
Burke nevertheless entreated a pause for a few 
minutes; wishing, he said, that the numbers pre¬ 
sent might bear a becoming proportion to the im¬ 
portance of the matter. Rising when he saw that 
the benches were crowded, and every countenance 
indicated attention, he began by a solemn invoca¬ 
tion to British justice, from the oppressions of Bri¬ 
tish power. With an affecting earnestness, he at 
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the same time disclaimed all personal malevolence. 
“ My anger,” said he, “ is not a private, but a 
public resentment. Not all the political changes 
of administration which we have witnessed during 
the last five years; neither summer retirement, 
nor winter occupation, nor the snow which nature 
has plentifully showered on my head during that 
period;—none of these has had power to cool the 
anger which as a public man I feel, but which in 
my individual capacity I never have nourished for 
a single instant.” 

After an exordium so well calculated to dispose 
the human heart, as well as understanding, for 
receiving those impressions which he wished to 
make on both; he proceeded to attack the gover¬ 
nor-general as a culprit of the first magnitude and 
atrocity. Throwing over himself, as he well knew 
how to do, the classic mantle of antiquity, he de¬ 
pictured in glowing colours the noble and vener¬ 
able character which attached to a public accuser 
under the Roman republic, so long as a spark of 
freedom still existed among that people. Unable 
to adduce any spontaneous testimony in support 
of the charges that he enumerated, he attempted 
to derive from the silence of the natives of Hin- 
dostan a proof of the alleged acts of violence and 
oppression. With great ingenuity he converted 
this negative presumption of innocence into an 
evidence of guilt. “ When I consider,” said he, 
“ though Mr. Hastings remained during thirteen 
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years at the head of the Bengal government, that 
no one complaint has been yet transmitted home 
against him, I tremble at the enormous degree of 
power with which I have to contend.” The de¬ 
fence recently delivered in by Hastings at the bar, 
Burke stigmatized as only a nomind exculpation, 
couched in language becoming an innocent and 
calumniated person, unjustly accused of heinous 
offences. No doubt there was to be traced in 
Hastings’s manner, tone, and spirit on that occa¬ 
sion, as well as in the paper itself, something 
which justified Burke’s comment, and which 
seemed to say, “ I am not properly amenable to 
this tribunal before which I am summoned. My 
masters are the East India Company, not the 
house of commons. I have been approved by my 
employers ; what has parliament to do with met” 
It must indeed be accounted among the causes 
which eminently conduced to produce Hastings’s 
impeachment, that he always appeared to consider 
the court of directors, or of proprietors, the only 
arbiters of his honour and fortune. To kings and 
to ministers he next extended his views; while 
he overlooked, or provoked, an individual who, 
though destitute of political power, and only sup¬ 
ported by the prodigious energies of his mind, 
could nevertheless arrest a successful governor- 
general of India on his return to England, load 
him with accusations, drag him before the house 
of peers, tie up his property, restrain his liber- 
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ty, marshal the most resplendent talents of the 
country in array against him, and detain him, 
during successive years, in painful anxiety, under 
imputations of every description, notwithstanding 
his final acquittal. 

Burke, having made these personal observe* 
tions, then entered on the subject of the Rohilla 
war itself; which measure he held up to abhor¬ 
rence, as an act of systematic violence, plunder, 
and wanton aggression, terminating in the exter¬ 
mination of the native inhabitants. A discussion 
ensued, which occupied two whole nights; the 
adjourned debate on the first of June not being 
finished till near eight in the morning of the third. 
Many individuals spoke on each side; but Pitt 
was not found among the number. Hardinge, in 
a speech of great length, admirably arranged and 
well digested, repeated all his preceding opinions. 
Having professed his conviction that an example 
was due to the national honour, ample proof of 
the facts charged by Burke having been laid be¬ 
fore the house; he strongly adjured that assem¬ 
bly, as the great inquest of the realm, to put 
Hastings upon his account. “ I am far from as¬ 
serting,” added he, “ that the late governor-gene¬ 
ral, if impeached, will ever be convicted; but, 
should he be tried and acquitted, yet an example 
will have been made in his person. If, on the 
other hand, he is now screened, the disgrace of 
such a measure will ding, like a poisoned shirt. 
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to the British name and government for ages. 
It will survive the parties of the day, and form a 
lasting reproach to the country.” On the compo¬ 
sition denominated “Hastings’s defence,” Har- 
dinge was, if possible, even more severe than 
Burke. “ I see in it,” said he, “ a perfect charac¬ 
ter, drawn by the culprit himself; and that cha¬ 
racter is his own. Conscious triumph in the 
ability and success of all his measures pervades 
every sentence. He depictures the various classes 
of men throughout Hindostan, natives or Europe¬ 
ans, as equally impressed with a sort of supersti¬ 
tious faith in his genius and fortune. If we judge 
of his administration by the picture which he 
has here presented of himself, not a crime re¬ 
mains. All is talent, conducted by wisdom and 
merit.” So deep was the impression made by 
Hardinge’s speech, that when he concluded it at 
three o’clock in the morning, a general cry for ad¬ 
journment arising, Pitt, though he declared his; 
readiness to postpone the consideration of the 
subject to another evening, yet submitted, whe¬ 
ther, if any of the numerous members whom he 
saw eager to speak might be desirous of replying 
instantly to particular points of the very able dis¬ 
course just pronounced, permission ought hot to 
be granted them for so doing before the house 
should adjourn. He could not express more un¬ 
ambiguously his high opinion of the effect pro¬ 
duced by Hardinge’s attack of Hastings. 
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If, however, that distinguished person found 
severe assailants, he likewise met with advocates 
of equal ability. Lord Mulgrave, during the 
first discussion, and Mr. William Grenville, in the 
course of the second, each undertook from the 
treasury bench his justification. Fox having 
called on Dundas to come forward, and either to 
condemn the Rohilla war, as he had done in 1782, 
when chairman of the secret committee; or at once 
to erase from their journals the resolution then 
moved and carried by him, which Fox declared to 
be the only mode of avoiding the recorded stigma 
of shameful inconsistency ; “ I admit,” replied 
Dundas, “ that these animadversions seem to be 
warranted by my conduct in 1782. But, though 
I then moved for Mr. Hastings’s recall, I did it 
solely on grounds of expediency, and not with 
the slightest intention of instituting against him 
a criminal proceeding.” — “I will nevertheless 
acknowledge,” added he, “that I neither concur 
with my two friends, members of the board of 
control, in the justice or in the policy of the 
Rohilla war. It must, however, be recollected 
that since that period Mr. Hastings has been ap¬ 
pointed, by act of parliament, governor-general of 
Bengal. I consider his appointment as a tacit, 
if not an avowed pardon. He has subsequently 
rendered the most splendid services to his coun¬ 
try. An impeachment therefore, at this distance 
of time, would produce consequences far more 
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injurious to our national interests in the East; ■ 
than any advantage could compensate, to be 
derived from making him an example of parlia¬ 
mentary punishment.”- It seems impossible to 
dispute the truth, or to deny the solidity, of 
Dundas’s reasoning, as applied to the Rohilla 
war. To have punished Hastings for that mea¬ 
sure, after it had been virtually approved, or at 
least obliterated, by his nomination to the office 
of governor-general; would have been to imitate 
the most odious act of the base and odious reign 
of the first of the Stuarts:—I mean, the attain¬ 
der and condemnation of Sir Walter Raleigh. 

If the allusions made to Lord Clive by Har- 
dinge, on a former debate, were severe. Lord 
North’s present line of action gave rise to obser¬ 
vations not less pointed; Hastings having been 
three times named by parliament, governor-gene¬ 
ral of Bengal, after the termination of the Rohilla 
war, between 1774 and 1781, while that noble¬ 
man continued at the head of his majesty’s coun¬ 
cils. How, therefore, could he now join in im¬ 
peaching a man whose measures he must have 
ministerially approved? Yet, as Lord North at¬ 
tended in his place, and took his seat near Burke, 1 
it' was evident that: he intended to support the 
charge. Such a conduct seemed much more liable 
to the imputation of inconsistency, than the con¬ 
tradiction of which Dundas was accused by Fox. 
Lord North became in fact the mark at which the 


VOL. II. 


K 



130 MEMOIRS OE MY OWN TIME. 1786. 

principal blows were aimed, not only from the 
treasury bench, but from other quarters. “ What 
opinion,” exclaimed Powis, “ must this assembly 
form of a minister, who could not have been 
ignorant that Mr. Hastings was accused by the 
members of the supreme council, his colleagues, 
with the whole culpability of the Rohilla war, 
and yet continued to maintain him in his high 
employment?” The Earl of Momington, then 
member for an obscure borough on the confines 
of Cornwall, belonging to the Percy family; and 
who did not foresee that before the century 
closed, he should be, himself, one of Hastings’s 
successors in the supreme government of India; 
first presented himself, I believe, on that day, to 
the notice of the house. He, as well as the mas¬ 
ter of the rolls, attacked Lord North with great 
asperity. Even Hardinge admitted that, “ though 
every other individual present should join against 
Hastings, the noble lord in the blue riband must 
vote for his acquittal on the actual charge.” Un¬ 
der this accumulated load of censure. Lord North 
rose repeatedly, in exculpation or explanation of 
his conduct, which he justified on plausible, if not 
on solid grounds. He protested that he had ever 
condemned the Rohilla war, and had made every 
effort, as soon as the intelligence reached him, to 
procure, by means of the court of directors, the 
recall of Hastings:—efforts, which, he. said, were 
rendered abortive by the court of East India Pro- 
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prietors, who continued the governor-general in 
his high situation. Satisfactory as these reasons 
might however be esteemed, Lord North did not 
trust to their solidity. He withdrew before the 
question was put from the chair; probably consi¬ 
dering it to be more decorous, though he might 
lend his sanction to the prosecution of Hastings, 
not to vote against him in person. 

The division, clamorously demanded from 
every part of the house, at length took place; 
when only sixty-seven persons were found to 
support Burke’s motion, declaring that “ there was 
ground for charging Warren Hastings with high 
crimes and misdemeanors on the matter of the 
Rohilla war.” One hundred and nineteen votes 
negatived the proposition. I formed one of that 
majority. The aggregate number did not exceed 
a third part of the whole house of commons, as 
then constituted. It was therefore evident that 
near 370 members, out of 558, declined to vote on 
the question. Great exultation was expressed 
by Hastings’s friends, at the result of this first 
charge; and various members of the opposite 
party avowed, that if the event of the next arti¬ 
cle, which respected the treatment of Cheyt Sing , 
should prove similar to the present, Burke still in¬ 
tended to bring forward one other charge; namely, 
the Begums or Princesses of Oude. But they add¬ 
ed, that if it should be likewise negatived, he was 
determined to throw up the prosecution; leaving 
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on parliament the responsibility, or, as he denomi¬ 
nated it, the disgrace, of quashing the impeach¬ 
ment.' Sanguine expectations were entertained 
by many of the late governor-general’s support¬ 
ers, that the whole business would speedily termi¬ 
nate triumphantly for him. And it being well 
known that his majesty considered him as one of 
the most able and meritorious subjects in his 
dominions, Hastings’s elevation to the British 
peerage was anticipated with a sort of certainty, 
whenever his acquittal should be pronounced by 
the house of commons. It was even predicted,- 
as an imminent event, within the walls of that 
assembly. Roger Wilbraham, who had been 
recently chosen member'for Helston, when he'se¬ 
conded Burke’s motion relative to the Rohilla 
war, having contumeliously descanted on Has¬ 
tings’s recognized talents of conciliation, instanced 
three individuals; namely, Sir Elijah Impey, 
Major Scott, and Mr. Dundas ; all whom he had 
found means to convert from enemies into friends; 
Wilbraham subjoined, “The honourable governor 
will, I make no question, give ample proof of 
his conciliatory talents in the house of peers.” 
Such, indeed, was the opinion generally received 
throughout the metropolis and the country, dur¬ 
ing the first days of June. 

We must, nevertheless, allow that this suppo¬ 
sition reposed on very doubtful or precarious 
foundations. Pitt, it was true, had voted for . Mr. 
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Hastings’s acquittal on the late charge; but he 
had not spoken in defence of the Rohilla war. 
Maintaining throughout both debates a pertina¬ 
cious silence, he contented himself “pedibus ire 
in sententiam ,” like an obscure. member of parlia¬ 
ment. This line of conduct sufficiently indicated 
how far he was from thoroughly approving Has¬ 
tings’s attack of Rohilcund. Nor did Dundas 
hold out more reason to expect any systematic 
support from him,\n the progress of the prosecu¬ 
tion. He had indeed spoken, as well as divided 
against Burke; but, though he thought that the 
governor-general ought not. to be impeached for 
a measure undertaken so many years antecedent 
to the accusation, yet he maintained his original 
condemnation of the act itself. Mr. William 
Grenville defended both the war, and its author. 
His character, talents,, and close connexions of 
consanguinity with the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer, all, lent weight to his opinions. He had, 
however, undergone a very severe personal repre¬ 
hension from Fox, for “the dangerous and re¬ 
laxed maxims of corrupt morality, which he used 
as arguments in defence of Hastings.” “ I am 
concerned to hear such doctrines,” exclaimed Fox, 
“ fall from such a person:—doctrines most inau¬ 
spicious to the country, if, as his rank and abili¬ 
ties highly entitle him to expect, he should at 
some future time become, himself, first minister.” 

This hypothetical prediction was accomplished 
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twenty years afterwards, in 1806, when, on Pitt’s 
decease, Mr. Grenville, already created a peer, was 
placed at the head of the treasury; Fox accept¬ 
ing the office of secretary for foreign affairs, in 
the same administration. Jenkinson, likewise de¬ 
fended the Rohilla war, and warmly supported 
Hastings. Some years earlier, his personal inter¬ 
position would have materially affected the divi¬ 
sion. But those times no longer existed, when 
in every part of the house were found the king’s 
friends. The very race had almost become ex¬ 
tinct, and another class of men, the minister's 
friends, supplied their place. Pitt, master of a 
decided majority in parliament, idolized without 
doors, not embarrassed with an unpopular war, 
like Lord North; and having only to contend 
against a party which had lost the affection of the 
country ; lay under no necessity of consulting 
the royal wishes, or of sacrificing to them his own 
principles, inclinations, or convictions. He might 
dictate his pleasure at St. James’s. For, to whom 
eould the king, if displeased, have recourse ? The 
Marquis of Lansdown would not have ventured 
to accept the reins of government, nor did he 
possess the means of retaining them during a 
single month, in opposition to Pitt. Never was 
any minister more powerful, nor mare indepen¬ 
dent of the crown, than Pitt in the year 1786! 

ISM June .—No sooner had the house of com¬ 
mons met, subsequent to the Whitsuntide recess. 
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than Fox brought forward the second article of 
impeachment; namely, Hastings’s treatment of 
Cheyt Sing, Zemindar or Prince of the province 
of Benares. The attendance fell little short of 
the numbers present at the agitation of the Ro- 
hilla war; great and general anxiety pervading 
the assembly, occasioned by their ignorance of the 
part which Pitt meditated to take in the discus¬ 
sion. I am indeed of opinion that, with the single 
exception of Dundas, not an individual on the 
treasury bench knew, at the moment when the 
debate began, what sentiments the chancellor of 
the exchequer would deliver on the occasion. 
Fox, with his usual ability, stated the charge; 
consisting principally in the severe, arbitrary, and 
exorbitant pecuniary fine extorted by Hastings 
from the rajah. This fact he detailed with great 
animation, pointing the indignation of bis audi¬ 
ence against so tyrannical a measure; and de¬ 
manding whether they chose to become the 
avengers of the oppressed, or the accomplices of 
the tyrant ? For the recent vote respecting the 
Robilla war, he admitted there might be some 
pretext, drawn from the length of time which 
had elapsed since its commission. None could 
be pleaded on the present occasion. The facts 
were undeniable and atrocious. From the deci¬ 
sion of that evening, France and Europe would 
learn what system of government was hencefor¬ 
ward to be adopted in the East ; and whether. 



136 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1786. 

upon full proof of guilt, a British house of com¬ 
mons possessed sufficient virtue to punish the 
author of such enormities. 

Pitt rose very soon after Fox concluded; and, 
though I deeply lamented the line of action em¬ 
braced by the first minister on that evening, yet 
scarcely ever did I find greater reason to admire 
the range of his faculties, the lucid order of. his 
ideas, or the facility, plenitude, and grace of his 
elocution. After lamenting that his duty impe¬ 
riously prevented him from obeying the impulse 
of his inclination, by absenting himself altogether 
from the present proceedings;—“ for,” continued 
he; “ I feel the utmost difficulty, as well as repug¬ 
nance, to decide on judicial questions connected 
with Asiatic principles and habits, under the im¬ 
pression of feelings and opinions imbibed, as well 
as matured, under the British constitution —yet, 
he said, he had endeavoured to make himself 
master of the case. In the progress of his speech, 
he laid open the whole system of feudal tenures, 
together with the nature of military and civil 
subordination, as recognized throughout Hindo- 
stan ; the obligations imposed by it, and the ex¬ 
tent of power vested in the supreme ruler or sove¬ 
reign. Reasoning from these assumptions, all 
which he brought to the touch-stone of history, 
he satisfactorily demonstrated that Hastings pos¬ 
sessed the right, to call on Cheyt Sing for. aid, 
both pecuniary, and in men. It was an equally 
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incontestable fact, that the governor-general be¬ 
came justified in imposing a fine upon any re¬ 
fractory or disloyal feudatory. Pitt shewed that 
the contumacy, followed by the rebellion of the 
rajah, clearly subjected him to deposition. As 
he proceeded, he neither spared the severest re¬ 
flections on the individuals engaged in the pro¬ 
secution ; nor did he fail in paying the highest 
encomiums to the firmness, decision, and vast re¬ 
sources of mind displayed by. Hastings, under 
circumstances the most critical. The comments 
which he made on Fox, as well as on Burke, for 
the arts of misrepresentation to which they con¬ 
descended, in order to prejudice the object. of 
their attack, were strongly pointed. But on 
Francis, who had seconded the motion, he launch¬ 
ed his bitterest animadversions; not hesitating to 
stigmatize certain, parts of his conduct, while act¬ 
ing as a member of the supreme council, with 
the epithet of malignant, and of a nature impugn¬ 
ing the rectitude of his character. 

After bearing such distinguished testimony to 
Hastings’s public merits, and reprobating the line 
of action embraced by his accusers; after proving 
the right inherent in the Bengal government to 
fine a contumacious Zemindar, and shewing that 
he had merited punishment; it seemed neces¬ 
sarily to follow that the late governor-general 
must be pronounced innocent. But the chancel¬ 
lor of the exchequer, disappointing, I believe, 
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equally the expectations of his friends and of his 
opponents, declared that, however commendable 
Hastings’s motives might be, yet “ the fine im¬ 
posed on Cheyt Sing was exorbitant, unjust, and 
tyrannical.” “ I therefore,” continued he, “ shall 
agree to the motion before the house. But I con¬ 
fine myself solely to the exorbitancy of the fine, 
approving every preceding as well as subsequent 
part of Mr. Hastings’s conduct, throughout the 
whole transaction.” The astonishment produced 
by so unexpected a declaration, it would be diffi¬ 
cult adequately to describe. Various persons rose 
to express their concern at Pitt’s condemnation of 
the governor-general. Only one individual spoke 
in its commendation. Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. 
William Grenville, who were both seated near the 
minister on the treasury bench, successively protest¬ 
ed, that whatever concern it occasioned them to 
differ with him, yet, as honest men, they could 
not think Hastings deserving of impeachment, nor 
could concur in the resolution. Even the attorney- 
general, (Arden,) with more independence of mind 
than I believed him to possess; and though in- 
debted to Pitt’s friendship, far more than to his 
own legal ability, for every step which he had made 
towards the great dignities of the law; quitted 
him on this occasion. He justified his intended 
vote in a few manly words. Major Scott deplored 
the ministerial declaration, as forming a hard re¬ 
turn for the meritorious exertions of a great func- 



HASTINGS.—DEMPSTER.—POWIS. 139 

tionary placed in a post of extreme danger; whose 
transcendent services, while Pitt acknowledged, 
he now abandoned to his enemies, on account of 
the quantum of a fine levied, not from any corrupt 
motive, but for the public service, in a moment 
of distress. Dempster himself, one of tbe most 
conscientious men who ever sate in parliament, 
elevated above all party views, and proverbial for 
candour, expressed similar convictions. "Mr. 
Hastings,” observed he, “ has been the saviour of 
our possessions in the East; and if he merits im¬ 
peachment for any act of his whole life, it is for 
having been so weak a man as to return to this 
country with a very limited fortune.” 

I said that only one member of the assembly 
rose to applaud Pitt’s speech, and the sentiments 
which it expressed; but that member was Powis. 
After lavishing many encomiums on the spirit 
which characterized it, he added, sarcastically, bis 
lamentations at perceiving that the chancellor of 
the exchequer was deserted by his friends. “ Two 
of the ministers for India,” continued Powis, “ have 
not only held doctrines altogether repugnant to 
those professed by the head of the administration, 
but have virtually maintained that political expe¬ 
diency sanctions injustice:—a principle to which I 
never can assent.” Irritated at these animadver¬ 
sions, Lord Mulgrave exclaimed, that “ the mi¬ 
nister seated near him would be wholly unfit to 
conduct the affairs of this country for a single day. 
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if, when a question such as the present was agi¬ 
tated, where the house acted as accusers, and in 
some measure as judges, he could expect his 
friends to sacrifice their opinions.” Nor did Mr. 
Grenville acquiesce in Powis’s reflections without 
severely retorting on him; denying at the same 
time, as Lord Mulgrave had previously done, his 
having ever asserted that injustice could derive a 
sanction from political expediency. Pitt now inter¬ 
posed. “ I lament,” said he, “ that any difference of 
opinion should have arisen between my friends and 
me: but it is an honourable difference; not upon a 
•principle; only on the application of a principle... I 
think the fine of five hundred thousand pounds im¬ 
posed by the governor-general on Chey t Sing most 
exorbitant. My honourable and noble friends think 
otherwise.” . Here the debate closed, though at an 
early hour; the part taken by the minister leaving 
no hope from protracting the discussion, nor any 
doubt whatever as to the final issue on the divi¬ 
sion. In fact, the question being called for, se¬ 
venty-nine members, of whom I was one, acquitted 
Hastings; while precisely the same numerical ma¬ 
jority which supported him on the first charge, 
declared him culpable on the second; namely, one 
hundred and nineteen. The aggregate numbers 
on both occasions differed only twelve, all of whom 
were taken from the ministerial ranks, and thrown 
into the opposite scale. On the other hand, as 
Burke's friends did not exceed sixty-seven on 
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the division relative to the Rohilla war, we must 
admit that full fifty individuals followed Pitt 
without hesitation. Dundas never opened his lips 
during the whole evening; but he took care to 
vote with his principal. 

That fifty, or even a hundred persons, should 
have supported the chancellor of the exchequer 
on a measure of state, without nicely weighing its 
merits, can excite no surprize. Every first mi¬ 
nister of England must be able to rely on such a 
phalanx, who ask no questions. Such is necessa¬ 
rily the genius of our government and constitu¬ 
tion, in practice, though not in theory. But, in a 
case where ministerial feelings or interests could 
have no place, and on which the house assumed 
a juridical character, more severe scruples might 
have directed their votes. These reflections de¬ 
rive strength, if we consider that the far greater 
number of those who divided with Pitt were men 
of high birth and independent fortunes, though 
not, it may be thought, of independent minds:— 
for it will scarcely be maintained, that they could 
conscientiously acquit Hastings on the Rohilla 
question, and yet impeach him on the charge re¬ 
lative to Cheyt Sing. The fact very forcibly 
proves how great an influence Pitt exercised over 
his parliamentary adherents. No minister in our 
time has equalled him in his empire over the in¬ 
dividuals who followed his fortune. I do not 
except from the force of the remark even the 
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Marquis of Londonderry himself. In the course 
of a short conversation which succeeded the divi¬ 
sion, carried on across the table, Burke observed, 
with more than his usual complacency, that the 
chancellor of the exchequer had accused his want 
of diligence in carrying on the prosecution, and 
found fault with his charges. “ But,” concluded 
Burke, “ as he has given me his vote this evening, 
I am satisBed to take one along with the other.” 
Instead of a peerage, a place in the privy council, 
and a seat at the East India Board, Hastings be¬ 
held now before him the probable prospect of an 
impeachment, with its train of vexations, delays, 
and expenses. Inconsistency, heightened by po- 
litical ingratitude, were imputed to Pitt. Enmity 
and rivality were attributed to Dundas, who, as 
the public believed, dreaded Hastings’s presence 
and ability at the board of control. 

14 th —16*A June. —An incident of a singular 
nature took place at this time, and which, as con¬ 
nected with the late governor-general, occasioned 
very malignant comments. The Soubah of the 
Deckan, Nizam Ally Cawn, one of the most 
powerful princes of Hindostan, impelled, as he as¬ 
serted, by a spontaneous sentiment of regard or 
veneration for the King of Great Britain, trans¬ 
mitted to Calcutta a diamond of great size and 
value, which he wished the governor-general to 
present to his majesty. But Hastings having 
quitted the Ganges previous to its arrival in Ben- 
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gal, the packet containing the bulse was forwarded 
to him; and, in consequence of various accidents, 
did not reach him before the 2nd day of June, 
the evening on which he was acquitted upon the 
charge of the Rohilla war. A chain of circum¬ 
stances wholly casual delayed its presentation to 
the sovereign till the 14th of the same month, the 
day subsequent to the decision on the business of 
Cheyt Sing; when Lord Sydney, as president of 
the East India Board, delivered the packet, toge¬ 
ther with a letter from the Nizam, to the King. 
Hastings himself witnessed its presentation at the 
levee, having sent the diamond, through the inter¬ 
vention of Major Scott, to Lord Sydney. Two 
days afterwards, it being agitated in the house of 
commons to postpone the further consideration of 
the charges against Hastings till the ensuing ses¬ 
sion, Major Scott strongly objected to a single 
hour’s delay. He even protested that the fate of 
India, and of the British empire in the East, might 
depend, as he believed, on terminating the present 
prosecution before the prorogation of parliament 
should take place. To these denunciations he 
added some dark and undefined expressions of 
alarm at the intelligence recently received from 
Calcutta; which he represented to be of a descrip¬ 
tion involving the interests, if not the future 
existence, of the East India Company. 

I6f h —26 th June .—Whatever apprehension such 
language might be calculated to excite, no attempt 
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was made at the time to enquire into its nature; 
but, the subject being renewed on the 21st of 
June, Sheridan alluding to it, observed, that if 
Major Scott really knew of any disastrous informa*, 
tion from India, he ought to state it to the house; 
“ For my own part,” continued he, “ I have made 
every enquiry in my power, with a view to learn 
whether any extraordinary news has been recently 
brought over from the East. But I can learn 
nothing extraordinary, except the receipt of an 
extraordinary large diamond, asserted to have 
been sent to Mr. Hastings, and presented to his 
majesty at an extraordinary and critical period 
of time. It is likewise extraordinary, that the 
individual selected for the purpose of presenting 
this diamond should be Mr. Hastings.” Scott, 
taken by surprize, made no immediate reply. As 
soon, however, as he had collected the proper do¬ 
cuments for repelling an insinuation so personal 
to Hastings, and which seemed even to go still 
higher, he took occasion to allude to it, while ad¬ 
dressing the house on the debts and revenues of 
India. “ An honourable gentleman,” said the 
major, “ has mentioned the presentation to his 
majesty of an extraordinary diamond, at an extra¬ 
ordinary period of time. I dare say he did it 
without serious intention: but as every circum¬ 
stance attending the transaction has been infa¬ 
mously misrepresented, I trust I shall be permit¬ 
ted to rescue my own character, no less than that 
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of Mr. Hastings, from such calumnious reflect 
tions.” He then minutely detailed every fact 
relative to the diamond, producing letters or pa¬ 
pers in proof of each separate assertion. Having 
finished his narration, he subjoined, “ I do not 
comprehend what inferences can be drawn from 
the whole business, derogatory either to Mr. Has¬ 
tings’s honour, or to that of any other person. I 
delivered the letter and the bulse publicly to one 
of his majesty’s secretaries of state. Whether the 
bulse did or did not contain a valuable diamond, 1 
most solemnly declare I am ignorant. Nor can 
any man suppose that, however valuable such a 
present might intrinsically be, it could form an 
object of the least consequence to the great per¬ 
sonage in question.” The debate continued for a 
considerable time subsequent to this explanation; 
but neither Fox nor Sheridan, though each rose to 
address the house, adverted to it in their speeches. 
Newspapers and print-shops farmed the channels 
through which the enemies of Hastings generally 
transmitted their accusations or insinuations over 
the kingdom. 

With the decision on the charge relative to 
Cheyt Sing, terminated the proceedings carried on 
against Hastings during the session. Burke pro¬ 
fessed, indeed, his readiness to proceed, though he 
stated his apprehensions that, at so advanced a 
period of the year, it would be found impracti¬ 
cable to procure an adequate attendance. If, how- 

VOL. II. L 
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ever, the house should be of an opposite opinion, 
he said, he was prepared, with the least practicable 
delay, to bring forward the next article, which 
regarded the Princesses of Oude. Pox expressing 
himself a warm advocate for dispatch, , and Pitt 
not opposing it;. while Major Scott represented 
the injustice and cruelty of procrastinating the 
prosecution; Mr. Hamilton (subsequently more 
known as Marquis of Ahercom) gave notice that he 
would move for a call of the house. He did so, a 
few days afterwards, declaring that he was solely 
impelled by his feelings for an accused, and perse¬ 
cuted individual, to invoke their justice on the 
present occasion. He testified some surprize at 
not finding Fox in his place, from whom he had 
expected personal support; deplored the hard fate 
of a man who, after having devoted his life to one 
of the greatest offices which could be held by a 
subject, which he had executed so meritoriously, 
found only accusation on returning home; and 
concluded by making the motion for a call. She. 
rid an immediately rising, denied that his absent 
friend had ever professed a wish for continuing 
the prosecution during the present session, unless 
an attendance could be procured becoming its 
gravity and importance. In language equally for¬ 
cible as persuasive, he pointed out the impu¬ 
tations to which the house would be subjected, 
if, when hardly more than one hundred and 
twenty, members could probably be brought to 
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divide on any of the remaining articles, they 
should still persist. These reasons perfectly con¬ 
vinced the great majority of the house, though 
they failed in producing the same effect on Mr, 
Hamilton. 

Sheridan having fully argued the question of 
the call, then addressed himself personally to that 
gentleman. “ He has denominated Mr. Hastings,” 
said Sheridan, “ an accused and persecuted man. Is 
such language either decent in itself, or to be en¬ 
dured within these walls ? That Mr. Hastings is 
sin accused man, I admit: but how is he a perse¬ 
cuted man? I will not, however, endeavour to 
prove that he is not persecuted; because if allusion 
is intended to the recent vote on the charge re¬ 
lating to Cheyt Sing, the honourable member sits 
oh the same bench with several of Mr. Hastings’s 
persecutors, who know much better how to justify 
their conduct than it would become me to at¬ 
tempt to do it for them.” Hamilton,' ardently 
attached as he was to the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer, yet possessed great independence of 
mind, joined with a haughty inflexibility of cha¬ 
racter. Deeply impressed with a sense of Has¬ 
tings’s services to the state, he disdained to follow 
the crowd of ministerial dependants who alter¬ 
nately acquitted or condemned hinh as their leader 
dict&ted. Even' the speech pronounced by Pitt on 
the same evening, which admitted the impossibi¬ 
lity of enforcing the' proposed call, and concurred 
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with Sheridan in advising to postpone all further 
proceedings, made no impression on Hamilton. 
Rising at the close of the debate, and addressing 
himself first to Sheridan, “ It has been proposed 
to me,” said he, “ to explain away the word perse¬ 
cuted. I do not mean to assert that the house of com¬ 
mons persecutes Mr. Hastings. This house, I well 
know, persecutes no individual. But the acrimo¬ 
nious language used respecting him within these 
walls, I denominate persecution.” Then turning 
towards Pitt, who was seated at a very inconsi¬ 
derable distance from him, he added, “ I entertain 
little doubt that I shall find myself this evening 
in a minority. Nevertheless, I will divide the 
house on my motion.” Only thirty persons were 
found to sustain it, while ninety-nine voted for 
suspending the prosecution. Thus terminated the 
proceedings against Hastings during the session 
of 1786; and with them may be said to have ter¬ 
minated the session itself, though his majesty did 
not immediately prorogue the parliament. 

July .—If we would name two individuals who, 
more than any others of their countrymen, (unless 
we except Lord Heathfield,) contributed to shed 
a portion of glory over the calamitous period of 
George the Third’s reign which intervened from 
1775 to 1788, during the prosecution of the Ame¬ 
rican war, we should select Hastings and Rod¬ 
ney. The one preserved our empire in the East, 
while the other triumphantly rescued Jamaica 
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from the attack of the combined fleets of France 
and Spain. We may, however, almost defy anti¬ 
quity to produce more signal instances of national 
ingratitude or neglect than were exhibited in 
their persons. Hastings, recalled by the court of 
directors as early as the year 1782, in consequence 
of a vote of the house of commons, was only con¬ 
tinued in his high employment by the efforts of 
the court of proprietors. Rodney was superseded, 
nearly at the same time, in the moment of victory, 
by a secretary of state, who did not hesitate, to 
send out as his successor an admiral unknown by 
distinguished service; and to whom the secretary 
was indebted for money lost at the gaming-table, 
as common fame reported, without receiving any 
contradiction. The former, instead of a peerage, 
met an impeachment, and was not even placed in 
the privy council till he had passed his eightieth 
year. A peerage of the lowest gradation was ra¬ 
ther extorted from, than conferred by, the Rock¬ 
ingham administration, on the latter. Neither the 
one nor the other attained to affluence. The go¬ 
vernor-general’s best, if not only support, was 
derived from the annuity granted him by the 
East India proprietors. The admiral subsisted 
principally, if not entirely, on his pension, and his 
naval pay; both which constituted an inadequate 
provision for a man encumbered with a numerous 
family. To him, the capture of St. Eustatius 
proved only a fruitful source of litigation, vexa- 
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tion, and loss. At this very time, one of the 
many prize causes which by appeal were carried 
before the privy council, on the part of the owners 
of property seized at St. Eustatius, was deter¬ 
mined against him, to the amount of at least 
fifteen thousand pounds, including damages and 
costs. In 1786, Lord Rodney, then verging to¬ 
wards seventy, resided in a hired house at Knights- 
bridge, where I have participated his dinner, which 
was very far from splendid. He survived till May 
1792. His dissolution was sudden, he having re¬ 
tired to rest in his usual health, at his house in 
Hanover-square, without any symptom that indi¬ 
cated approaching death; but, about two or three 
in the morning, he rang his bell. A black ser¬ 
vant, who had attended on him many years with 
' equal affection and fidelity, instantly repaired to 
his bedside; and finding him almost senseless, ran 
to procure medical assistance. Before however 
any aid arrived, he had expired. 

Jettkinson was more fortunate, or rather, he 
was wiser, than either Hastings or Rodney. 
Scarcely had parliament been prorogued, when 
he attained the great object of his ambition, the 
British peerage, without passing, as was then com¬ 
mon, through the intermediate stage of an Irish 
title. A few weeks afterwards, he was made chan¬ 
cellor of the duchy of Lancaster. At the same 
time, a new board of trade being constituted, 
Pitt placed Lord Hawkesbury at its head, as pre- 
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sident. So many marks of royal and ministerial 
favour had been earned by five-and-twenty years 
of public service, aided by eminent and solid, 
though not brilliant talents; by unremitting 
labour, patience, and a variety of attainments, all 
principally directed to one point. Scarcely any 
subject, during the course of George the Third’s 
long reign, has supported a heavier load of unpo¬ 
pularity than Jenkinson. Lord North, it is true, 
when called on repeatedly in the house of com¬ 
mons, declared that all the assertions of secret 
influence were unfounded; or at least, that he 
never had discovered any such concealed agency 
lurking behind tbe throne. Some of the last 
words which Jenkinson himself ever uttered in 
the same assembly, constituted a peremptory de¬ 
nial of tbe imputation. I was present on the oc¬ 
casion. It took place during the course of the 
second debate on the Rohilla war, early in June 
1786, only a short time before he went up to the 
house of peers. In the progress of the investi¬ 
gation, Jenkinson, who had spoken in defence of 
Hastings, was attacked both by Fox and She¬ 
ridan. They, availing themselves of the term 
influence, which he had inadvertently used, ac¬ 
cused him of having been, in his own person, the 
depositary of an unconstitutional power of that 
nature. He instantly rose, and, in animated but 
temperate language, repelled the accusation. “ I 
treat it,” said he, “ as I have uniformly considered 
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all the vulgar allusions of the same description 
levelled at we, with indifference and contempt. 
And I defy any man living to prove that either 
within, or without these walls, I have ever exerted 
undue or improper influence.” No reply was made 
to this pointed declaration; but conviction did not 
follow it, the charge not admitting of proof, and 
resting on general belief. That during many years 
he enjoyed more of the royal confidence than any 
other subject, it seems difficult to doubt. Nor 
did he disclaim it; only protesting that he never 
had exercised any undue or improper influence over 
his sovereign’s mind. 

On his elevation to the peerage, he assumed for 
his motto, 

“ Palma, non sine pulvere 
which words his enemies translated, 

“ This is the reward of my dirty work.” 

Dean Swift had in a similar manner rendered 
Queen Anne’s device of “ Semper eadem,” by the 
words, “ Worse and worse.” The authors of the 
“ Rolliad,” who had satirized Jenkinson while a 
commoner, did not leave him in repose after he 
had reached the house of lords. They published 
“ a congratulatory ode” on his creation, parodied 
from Horace’s 

“ Quem virum, aut heroa 

in which poem, describing his admission among 
the pears, it is asserted that he will “ slavish doc¬ 
trines spread 
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“ As some ill-omen'd baleful yew, 

That sheds around a poisonous dew, 

And shakes its rueful head? 

Nor did they omit to mention the “ mysterious 
diamonds,” presented with a view “ to check the 
impending vote.” Lord Hawkesbury, though 
during his whole life he never sate in cabinet, 
yet enjoyed as much consideration as any member 
of the administration, if we except Pitt. Un¬ 
questionably the king not only approved, but 
contributed to his being created a baron. Whether 
his majesty wished him to be raised to the dig¬ 
nity of an earl, an event which took place about 
ten years later, is not equally clear. 

During the four or five concluding years of his 
life, he retired from the world, and from public 
affairs in a great measure, enjoying the uncommon 
felicity to behold his eldest son placed in the high 
office of secretary of state, as well as lord warden 
of the Cinque Ports; and advancing with slow, 
but steady pace, to the head of the treasury. 
Neither the first Lord Holland, nor the great 
Earl of Chatham, witnessed the political eleva¬ 
tion of their sons. Lord Guilford, indeed, saw 
his son Occupy the highest employments during 
a space of twelve years; but he survived to be a 
spectator of Lord North’s fall, and might have 
exclaimed with the King of Pylos, while contem¬ 
plating the funeral pyre of Antilochus— 

“-cur haec in tempora duret, 

Quid facinus dignum tam longo admiserit eevo !” 
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On the contrary, Jenkinson’s close of life received 
almost every alleviation which nature or fortune 
can bestow on that period of our existence. His 
acquisitions, already ample, were considerably 
augmented, about three years after he attained 
to the peerage, by the decease of Sir Banks Jen- 
kinson, to whose title, as well as estate, he suc¬ 
ceeded. Even his faculties remained unimpaired 
when he had passed his eightieth year; but a 
debility in his limbs, particularly in the knees, 
rendered him, during a considerable time previous 
to his death, incapable of moving or rising with¬ 
out assistance. If we reflect that he was near 
four-and-thirty when he commenced his career, 
as private secretary to the Earl of Bute; that he 
attained to an unrivalled height of confidence with 
George the Third; finally, that he was created a 
baron before he reached his sixtieth, and an earl 
before he reached his seventieth year;—we shall 
readily admit that he must have possessed great, 
as well as rare, endowments of mind. 

While the king, liberated from a calamitous 
war, and elevated to a pinnacle of popularity 
which he had never reached during the first 
twenty-two years of his reign, became annually 
more an object of general attachment; the Prince 
of Wales.had plunged himself into irretrievable 
domestic embarrassments. His income, though 
not adequate to exhibitions of splendour, yet, 
when encreased by the revenues of the duchy of 
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Cornwall, might well haye enabled him, with 
economy, to support the dignity of his high sta¬ 
tion. Bat profusion characterized every depart¬ 
ment of Carlton-house, and a debt had already ac¬ 
crued, exceeding two hundred thousand pounds. 
His majesty, to whom the prince made applica¬ 
tion for assistance,- having returned an immediate 
and positive refusal, his royal highness embraced 
the resolution of dissolving his household. This 
determination he executed without delay; thus 
converting to his own personal wants or gratifica¬ 
tions, the allowance given him by parliament for 
maintaining the state of a Prince of Wales. The 
nation would, however, have highly approved his 
renunciation of all the paraphernalia of grandeur, 
if in consequence any progress had been made in 
extinguishing his debts. But they continued, on 
the contrary, during many years to augment, and 
at length reached a point at which the legisla¬ 
ture was compelled to interfere, by -nominating 
commissioners to superintend their liquidation. 
To so humiliating a situation had personal indul¬ 
gences reduced the heir-apparent, at twenty-four 
years of age! The king, who well knew his cha¬ 
racter, fascinating under many points of view, and 
therefore calculated to attach, took effectual care 
to remove from any contact with him all his 
brothers. Frederic, Duke of York, resided alto¬ 
gether at Hanover. William Henry, brought up 
to the naval service, commanded the Pegase,” 
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a ship of seventy-four guns; and had recently left 
Plymouth for his destination, Newfoundland: 
while Edward, the fourth son, was sent over to 
Geneva, under the care of a governor. His ma¬ 
jesty now entered his three youngest sons, Ernest, 
Augustus, and Adolphus, as students at the Han¬ 
overian university of Gottingen, to which semi¬ 
nary they repaired. Only the eldest of the seven 
sons remained at home in a dismantled palace, all 
the state apartments of which were shut up, his 
establishment dismissed, and himself reduced, 
in external appearance, to the condition of a pri¬ 
vate gentleman. 

2nd August. — A most atrocious, though, hap¬ 
pily, impotent attempt, which was made at this 
time on the king’s person, might nevertheless, if 
it had been directed by a sound intelligence, have 
transferred the crown to the Prince of Wales. 
As his majesty alighted at the garden-door lead¬ 
ing into St. James’s Palace, where he arrived in his 
carriage from Windsor, a female, who had placed 
herself there, presented him a petition. Nearly in 
the same instant, while he was about to receive it, 
she pushed at him a dessert-knife which lay con¬ 
cealed under the paper. Fortunately, the blade 
being weak in the middle, where it had been 
ground away, doubled or bent, from the resist¬ 
ance made by the king’s waistcoat, without in¬ 
flicting the slightest wound; and before she could 
repeat the stroke, one of the yeomen of the guard 
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forced the weapon out of her hand. The king 
displayed the greatest self-collection, observing to 
the persons present that he had received no in¬ 
jury, and ordered them not to do her the slightest 
bodily harm. He then dressed himself for his 
levee, which he held, precisely as he would have 
done on any other occasion. The woman, whose 
name was Margaret Nicholson, being pronounced 
insane, was transferred to a cell at Bedlam. Her 
alienation of mind received, indeed, sufficient con¬ 
firmation from an inspection of the. instrument 
which she had chosen for perpetrating the deed. 
Every circumstance attending it afforded matter 
of derision to the opposition. Addresses of con¬ 
gratulation being presented to the sovereign on 
the event from almost all parts of the kingdom, 
the individuals who received the honour of knight¬ 
hood were contumeliously denominated “ Knights 
of St. Margaret.” Even the danger itself was 
treated as imaginary, and his escape as undeserv¬ 
ing of national gratitude. In an “ eclogue” pub¬ 
lished immediately afterwards, entitled “ Margaret 
Nicholson,” (parodied from the “ Daphnis"’ of Vir¬ 
gil,) where Wilkes and Jenkinson maintain the 
dialogue; after representing the whole transaction 
under colours calculated to render it ridiculous, 
Jenkinson exclaims, 

“ Ah! whither had we fled, had that foul day 
Torn him untimelyfrom our arms away! 

What ills had mark’d the age, had that dire thrust 
Pierc’d his soft heart, and bow’d his bob to dust!” 
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When we consider how personally insulting were 
these compositions, where wit and poetry com¬ 
bined to hold up the king to the contempt of his 
subjects, we caiinot wonder that he shut the door 
of his cabinet against their authors and abettors. 
Every couplet tended to confirm the administra¬ 
tion in power. The errors of Fox and his follow¬ 
ers, even more than Pitt’s resplendent talents, 
conduced to prolong his administration. 

On the day when Margaret Nicholson made the 
attempt to assassinate his majesty, the Chevalier 
del Campo, minister plenipotentiary from the 
court of Spain, arriving at St. James’s with the 
intention of attending the levee, learned the in¬ 
telligence on his entering the palace. Finding 
however that the king had not postponed the 
levee on that account, he went up, stood in the 
circle, and received those marks of familiar con¬ 
descension with which George the Third always 
treated the foreign envoys. On quitting the 
royal presence, he instantly ordered four post- 
horses to be put to his carriage; drove down to 
Windsor; and walking up to the Lodge , seated 
himself in the hall. Conscious that information 
of the attempt would speedily arrive, either by 
common report or by a special messenger, and 
aware that fame might exaggerate the fact, he 
determined to be ih person the bearer of the in¬ 
telligence to the queen. After waiting patient¬ 
ly near two hours, a royal footman arrived. 
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bringing the particulars of the transaction. Del 
Campo then announced himself, sent in his name 
to her majesty, and requested permission to pre¬ 
sent himself before her. He was immediately 
admitted, and informed her of the whole matter; 
adding, that he had attended the levee, conversed 
for some minutes with the king, and had left huq 
in the best health and spirits. A finer trait de 
caurtisan is not to be found in Dangeau, or in 
St, S&mon. The Duke d’Antin could scarcely 
exceed it, when paying his court to Louis the 
Fourteenth. Nor was it lost on the King and 
Queen of Great Britain. The Chevalier del 
Campo, created a marquis, received in the fol¬ 
lowing year the appointment of embassador from 
his Catholic Majesty to the court of London, in 
which capacity he remained here till 1795. I 
knew him well. He was said to be of English 
extraction, and of a very obscure origin; but 
Gondomar, who obtained so powerful an ascend-> 
ant over the timid and pusillanimous councils of 
this country under the first of the Stuarts, might 
have owned that del Campo was not unworthy to 
occupy the post which he himself had filled. 
Del Campo, though of a very diminutive figure, 
possessed pleasing manners, spoke English almost 
like a native, entertained with great elegance, and 
always laboured to maintain the most amicable 
relations between the two courts of London and 
Madrid. 
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8 th August .—Among the distinguished individu¬ 
als who at this time were created British peers, 
the Duke of Queensberry received the title of 
Baron Douglas. He is better known as Earl of 
March, having passed his fiftieth year before he 
succeeded to the dukedom of Queensberry. Few 
noblemen have occupied a more conspicuous place 
about the court, and the town, during at least 
half a century, under the reigns of George the 
Second and Third. Like Wilmot, Earl of Ro¬ 
chester, he pursued pleasure under every shape; 
and with as much ardour at fourscore, as he had 
done at twenty. After exhausting all the gratifi¬ 
cations of human life, towards its close he sate 
down at his residence, near Hyde Park Corner, 
where he remained a spectator of that moving 
scene, which Johnson denominated “ the full tide 
of human existence,” but in which he could no 
longer take a very active part. I lived in almost 
daily habits of intercourse with him, when I was 
in London, during the last seven years of his pro¬ 
tracted career. His person had then become a 
ruin; but not so his mind. Seeing only with one 
eye, hearing very imperfectly only with one ear, 
nearly toothless, and labouring under multiplied 
infirmities, he possessed all his intellectual facul¬ 
ties, including his memory. Never did any man 
retain more animation, or manifest a sounder 
judgment. Even his figure, though emaciated, 
still remained elegant: his manners were noble 
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and polished; his conversation gay, always enter¬ 
taining, generally original, rarely instructive, fre¬ 
quently libertine; indicating a strong, sagacious, 
masculine intellect, with a thorough knowledge of 
man. If I were compelled to name the particular 
individual who had received from nature the 
keenest common sense of any person I ever knew, 
I should select the Duke of Queensberry. Unfor¬ 
tunately, his sources of information, the turf, the 
drawing-room, the theatre, the great world, were 
not the most pure, nor the best adapted to impress 
him with favourable ideas of his own species. 
Information as acquired from books, he always 
treated with contempt; and used to ask me, what 
advantage, or solid benefit, I had ever derived 
from the knowledge that he supposed me to pos¬ 
sess of history; — a question which it was not 
easy for me satisfactorily to answer, either to him, 
or to myself. Known to be immensely rich, 
destitute of issue, and unmarried, he formed a 
mark at which every necessitous man or woman 
throughout the metropolis directed their aim. 
It is a fact, that when he lay dying in December 
1810, his bed was covered with billets and letters 
to the number of at least seventy; mostly, indeed, 
addressed to him by females of every description, 
and of every rank, from duchesses, down to 
ladies of the easiest virtue. Unable from his 
extenuated state to open, or to peruse them, he 
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ordered them, as they arrived, to he laid on his 
bed, where they remained, the seals unbroken, 
till he expired. 

Throughout his whole life he had been a votary, 
but not a dupe to women. Nor was he incapable 
of forming an honourable attachment, however 
licentious might have been his practice. He nou¬ 
rished an ardent, and a permanent passion, during 
several years, for a lady of distinction whom I 
well knew, daughter of a first minister of Great 
Britain, Mr. Pelham. But her father considering 
him as a nobleman of dissipated habits, character, 
and fortune, interdicted their union. It must be 
owned that the duke was fortunate in this pro¬ 
hibition;— for she became the most infatuated 
gamester in the three kingdoms, unless Lady Eli¬ 
zabeth Luttrell formed an exception. When 
seated at faro, she sometimes exhibited all the 
variations of distress, or rather of anguish, in her 
countenance. Mr. Pelham having no son, be¬ 
queathed to her, and her younger sister, that 
charming retreat in Surrey, which Thomson justly 
celebrates when, tracing the vale of Thames, he 
mentions— 

u Esher's groves, 

Where in the sweetest solitude, embrac'd 
By the soft windings of the silent Mole, 

From courts and senates Pelham finds repose.” 

Miss Pelham, who found neither felicity nor re¬ 
pose among those shades, and whose whole facul- 
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ties were concentered in the occupation of play, 
dissipated her fortune; and notwithstanding her 
great connexions of every kind, reduced herself 
in age to become absolutely dependant for sup¬ 
port on her sister’s affection. 

To return to the Duke of Queensberry. If he 
had lived under Charles the Second, he might 
have disputed for pre-eminence in the favour of 
that prince, with the Arlingtons, the Bucking¬ 
hams, the Falmouths, and the Dorsets, so cele¬ 
brated under his reign. Many fabulous stories 
were circulated and believed respecting him ; as, 
among others, that he wore a glass eye, that he 
used milk baths, and other idle tales. It is how¬ 
ever a fact, that the duke performed, in his own 
drawing-room, the scene of Paris and the God¬ 
desses. Three of the most beautiful females to 
be found in London presented themselves before 
him, precisely as the divinities of Homer are sup¬ 
posed to have appeared to Paris on Mount Ida: 
while he, habited like “the Dardan shepherd,” 
holding a gilded apple in bis hand, conferred the 
prize on her whom he deemed the fairest. This 
classic exhibition took place at his house opposite 
the Green Park. Neither the second Duke of 
Buckingham, commemorated by Pope, whose 
whole life was a voluptuous whim, nor any other 
of the licentious noblemen his contemporaries, ap¬ 
pear to have ever realized a scene so analogous to 
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the manners of that profligate period. The cor¬ 
rect days of George the Third were reserved to 
witness its accomplishment. 

The Duke of Queensberry, during the last 
years of his life, having reluctantly withdrawn 
from Newmarket, from the Clubs, and from St. 
James’s, passed his time with a few select friends, 
of which number I was frequently one; some¬ 
times, though rarely, venturing into public. His 
passion for music, when added to his wish of 
being still seen upon the great arena of the world, 
carried him occasionally, notwithstanding his deaf¬ 
ness, to the Opera-house; where he completely- 
personified Juvenal’s 

“ Quid refert, magni sedeat qua parte theatri, 

Qui vix cornicines exaudiet, atque tubarum 
Concentus ?” 

The duke had his French medical attehdant al¬ 
ways near him, as the successor of Augustus 
retained his Greek physician. The Fire Elisie 
answered precisely to Tacitus’s description of 
Charides. “ Erat medicus arte insignis,” says the 
Roman historian, “nomine Charicles, non quidem 
regere valetudines principis solitus, consilii tamen 
copiam prasbere.” When approaching the verge 
of life, and labouring under many diseases or 
infirmities, the duke’s temper, naturally impetu¬ 
ous, though long subdued to the restraints of 
polished society, often became irritable. As he 
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had too sound an understanding not to despise 
every species of flattery, we sometimes entered 
on discussions, during the course of which he was 
not always master of himself. But he knew how 
to repair his errors. I have now before my eyes 
his last note to me, written by himself in pencil, 
only a short time before his death. It runs thus: 
—“I hope you will accept this as an apology for 
my irritable behaviour when you called this morn¬ 
ing. I will explain all when I see you again.”— 
Notwithstanding the libertine life that he had 
led, he contemplated with .great firmness and 
composure of mind his approaching, and almost 
imminent dissolution ; while Dr. Johnson, a man 
of exemplary moral conduct, and personally cou¬ 
rageous, could not bear the mention of death, nor 
look, without shuddering, at a thigh-bone in a 
church-yard. The Duke of Queensberry, like 
Sheffield, Duke of Buckinghamshire, might have 
said with truth, 

“ Incertus morior, non perturbatus.” 

His decease, when it took place, occasioned no 
ordinary emotion throughout London, on account 
of the number of individuals who were interested 
in the distribution of his fortune. Besides his 
estates in Scotland and in England, he left in 
money about nine hundred thousand pounds ster¬ 
ling. Nearly seven hundred thousand pounds of 
this sum he gave away in legacies: the remainder 
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he bequeathed to the present Countess of Yar¬ 
mouth. Notwithstanding his very advanced age, 
he would have lived longer, if he had not ac¬ 
celerated his end by imprudence in eating fruit. 
Of him it might have been said, as of Augustus, 
“ Causam valetudinis contraxit ex profluvio alvi.” 

YJth August. — Towards the middle of the 
month, “the great Frederic,” as he was justly 
denominated by his contemporaries, closed his 
mortal career. No sovereign in modern ages has 
been so well entitled to that epithet, if we con¬ 
template the variety of his talents. Francis the 
First, and Henry the Fourth, of France, were 
more heroic, and far more amiable: but the 
universality of Frederic’s attainments places him 
above competition. We have not had any prince 
since Elizabeth, except William the Third, who 
can be compared with him ; and William, though 
possessing many sublime endowments, was nei¬ 
ther himself a man of letters, nor protected men 
of literary talents. Frederic’s reign, of six-and- 
forty years, divides itself into four distinct pe¬ 
riods. The first, comprizing from 1740 to the 
dose of 1745, made him known to Europe, and 
gave him Silesia. Schwerin acquired that fine 
province for Prussia, by the victory of Mollwitz. 
I am old enough to have conversed with officers, 
who fought in that engagement. They all ad¬ 
mitted that the king precipitately quitted the 
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scene of action; not, indeed, as Horace says he 
left the field of Philippi; but yet so hastily, as 
induced Schwerin to advise his majesty to wear 
his arm in a sling during some days, for the pur¬ 
pose of impressing the troops with a belief that he 
had been wounded. The second period comprizes 
ten years, from 1746 to 1756, passed in learned 
leisure among the eminent poets, philosophers, 
and wits, whom he had assembled at Sans Soud. 
They gave him fame, and he gave them pensions 
as well as dinners. He received Voltaire with 
honours such as the younger Dionysius shewed 
to Plato in antiquity; but their friendship ter¬ 
minated even more violently than the union be¬ 
tween the tyrant of Syracuse and the Athenian 
sage. Frederic found it indeed easier to retain 
Silesia in subjection, than to maintain tranquillity 
among the men of genius who composed his so- 
dety. Their jealousies, animosities, and mutual 
recriminations, were embodied in satirical pro¬ 
ductions which still survive, and manifest the 
bitter acrimony that subsisted between Voltaire 
and Maupertuis. 

Throughout the third division of Frederic’s 
reign, commendng with 1756, and terminating 
in 1763, he scarcely tasted a day’s repose; now a 
conqueror, overrunning Bohemia or Moravia, and 
menadng Vienna; to-morrow, a beaten fugitive, 
without a home, and surrounded by hostile 
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armies. If he had gained the battle of Colin in 

1757, or if he had succeeded before Olmutz in 

1758, Maria Theresa must have abandoned her 
capital, as her grandfather Leopold had done in 
1688, when the Vizier Cara Mustapha entered 
Austria; and as she herself had been compelled 
to do by the French and Bavarians, at the com¬ 
mencement of her reign. Frederic would have 
dictated peace on the bank of the Danube, as 
Bonaparte did in 1805 and in 1809. On the 
other hand, Francis the First, upon the morning 
after the defeat of Pavia, or Henry the Fourth, 
on the night before the combat of Arques, did 
not stand in a more desperate position, than was 
Frederic, subsequent to the defeats of Hohkir- 
chen, and of Cunersdorff. His escape, political 
and personal, from the dangers of “ the seven 
years’ war,” which had nearly swept from the map 
of Europe the very name of the Prussian monar¬ 
chy, holds to prodigy. The fourth and last pe¬ 
riod of his eventful government, (with the ex¬ 
ception of one summer passed in the field, when, 
in 1778, he opposed Joseph the Second, relative 
to the Bavarian succession,) presents him occu¬ 
pied in the pacific cares of a wise, economical, and 
enlightened prince. Apprehensive of the restless 
ambition of the Emperor Joseph, and repulsed in 
all his efforts to detach France from Austria; he, 
when approaching the end of life, most unwill- 
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ingly turned his views towards England. For 
no fact is more certain than his partiality to the 
French, and his aversion to the English nation. 
Necessity alone compelled him to unite with 
Great Britain, by signing “ the Germanic League,” 
the object of which treaty was to secure the li¬ 
berties of the German empire. It formed the 
last act of his foreign policy. 

Like Augustus, he expired at the age of about 
seventy-five; but not as the second Cassar died, 
“ in osculis Livice .” No female, either wife or mis¬ 
tress, approached Frederic’s couch. Men per¬ 
formed those offices about his person commonly 
rendered by the other sex in similar circum¬ 
stances. Mrs. Fiozzi, who visited Potzdam a 
short time after his decease, says that she saw 
the Suetonius, which was carefully preserved, as 
being the last book opened by the king before 
he died; the leaf folded down at the passage 
containing the particulars of Augustus’s end. 
Both were undoubtedly great actors throughout 
their whole reigns. Both retained their faculties 
to the last, and suffered little pain in the act of 
quitting life. The emperor, indeed, seems to have 
been only anxious to leave the stage with grace, 
on which he had so long performed the principal 
character: and if the particulars recounted of his 
death are accurate; if he could cause his hair to 
be combed, his cheeks to be smoothed, and could 
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address his friends in the language attributed to 
him; we may rather assert that he ceased to exist, 
than that he died. “ Sortitus exitum facilem, et 
qualem semper optaverat,” says Suetonius. The 
king sunk under a complication of diseases, “ mor- 
borum omne genus” aggravated by intemperance. 
Eel pies and polenta accelerated his dissolution; 
but, like many other princes of his house, he was 
finally carried off by water on the chest. In the 
spring of the year 1787, a man who had been his 
valet, or hussar de la chatnbre, came over to 
England, and exhibited in London two figures 
executed in wax. One represented Frederic 
seated at his desk, engaged in writing; the other 
displayed his dead body extended in the catafalque 
previous to his interment. Both were habited 
precisely as Frederic had been; but the former 
figure had on, from head to foot, the identical 
uniform and doaths of every sort worn by his 
Prussian Majesty when alive, which became the 
perquisite of the individual in question, by vir¬ 
tue of his office. He assured me that the king 
expired in his arms, and I questioned him respect¬ 
ing the manner of Frederic’s dissolution, as well 
as his last words. “ Monsieur,” answered he, “ il 
6toit suffoqu6 par l’effet de l’eau qui lui montoit 
aux poumons. Sentant augmenter la difficult^ 
de respirer, il m’ordonnoit de relever sa tfcte. 
Comme je le faisois, il r£p£toit & chaque instant. 
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Plus haul, encore plus haul. 11 est mort avec 
les mots plus haut dans la bouche.” Such was 
the end of “ the great Frederic.” 

He was more feared and admired than be¬ 
loved ; nor was he at all regretted. At no 
period of his life, indeed, did he inspire affec¬ 
tion ; nor, probably, feel it warmly for any in¬ 
dividual, male, or female. His inhuman treat¬ 
ment of Trenck, whom he seized on neutral 
ground, and immured in a dungeon of the Star 
Fort at Magdeburg, where he remained in chains 
above nine years, excited the abhorrence of all 
Germany. Trenck took vengeance on Frederic’s 
memory, by holding him up to Europe as an¬ 
other Dionysius. His subjects, however, com¬ 
pensated by honours for their deficiency of at¬ 
tachment towards him. Medals were struck at 
Berlin, where on one side appears his head, en¬ 
circled with a radiated crown; while on the re¬ 
verse, the Genius t>f Prussia, kneeling, her hands 
extended, invokes him as a tutelary deity, in the 
Words of Virgil, addressed to the first Caesar, 
“ Sis bonus, O, felixque tuis l" 

Nor are the “ terris datus,” and the “coelo reddi- 
tus,” omitted, which mark his apotheosis. Flattery 
never offered such homage even to Louis the Four¬ 
teenth. Neither Boileau nor Bacine ventured to 
place him among the gods; though Rubens, in his 
“Luxembourg Gallery,” where the mythology 



MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 


1786. 


372 


of Greece is strangely blended with Christian 
allusions, has represented Henry the Fourth taken 
up to Mount Olympus. Frederic, as I have been 
assured, gave directions to bury his body on the 
lawn before the palace of Sans Souci, with his 
dogs; but a command so repugnant to every 
sentiment, religious and decorous, was not exe¬ 
cuted. If we reflect how inferior a rank the 
Prussian monarchy occupied in the scale of Eu¬ 
ropean kingdoms when he acceded to the throne; 
and how formidable, as well as extensive, he left 
it at his decease; we cannot be surprised that his 
subjects exhausted panegyric on his memory. 
Frederic William, his nephew and successor, one 
of the most amiable and worthy sovereigns of our 
time, possessed almost every quality which his 
predecessor wanted, and wanted almost every 
quality which his uncle displayed. He failed, 
it is true, in the campaign of 1792, in Cham¬ 
pagne ; and was ultimately reduced, three years 
later, to abandon the confederacy formed against 
France. But would “ the great Frederic ” him¬ 
self, even in the vigour of his age and talents, 
have succeeded better, if he had been compelled 
to oppose the revolutionary energies of that re¬ 
public? It may be justly doubted. His tac¬ 
tics, which at Rosbach acquired him so splendid 
a victory over the generals of Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth, would not have enabled him to triumph 
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with equal facility over the troops of an armed 
nation, animated by a passionate, though fero¬ 
cious, love of freedom. His Thuringian laurels 
might have been changed to cypress, on the 
plains of Champagne. Perhaps in no respect 
was he more fortunate, than in the time when 
he flourished. If, instead of Prince Charles 
of Lorrain, of Daun, and of Soltikoff, he had 
been opposed to Massena, to Ney, and to Bona¬ 
parte, who can venture to say what would have 
been the result? Auerstadt might have taken 
place half a century earlier; and of Frederic, 
like Charles the Twelfth, it might then have been 
asserted, that 

“ He left the name at which the world grew pale. 

To point a moral, or adorn a tale.” 

September .—I passed a part of the autumn at 
Paris. The affair of the diamond necklace, which 
during the preceding year had occupied all atten¬ 
tion,' no longer agitated the minds of its inhabit¬ 
ants. After a long, patient, and minute examin¬ 
ation of that mysterious tissue of crimes, the par¬ 
liament delivered its sentence on Madame de la 
Motte-Valois. The punishment inflicted, severe 
and degrading as it was, by no means exceeded, if 
indeed it equalled, the enormity of her offences. 
She was branded with a hot iron, and afterwards 
transferred to the prison of the Salpetri&re, in order 
there to be confined for the term of her life. Marie 
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Antoinette little imagined that, in the revolution 
of six years, she should herself be committed to a 
more severe place of imprisonment, preparatory to 
ascending the scaffold. The Cardinal de Rohan, 
who had evidently been made the dupe and the 
victim of a train of artifices, was declared inno¬ 
cent ; but, though judicially acquitted, he could 
not be exempted from the imputation of most 
culpable temerity and fatuity. NOr was he per¬ 
mitted to remain at Paris. By order of the sove¬ 
reign, he departed immediately for his abbey of 
La Chaise Dieu, situate in the sequestered pro¬ 
vince of Auvergne. The parliament having, in 
legal phrase, purged him from the accusation, the 
Parisians said, that “ le parlement l’avoit purgk, et 
le roi l’avoit envoys h la Chaise .” Mademoiselle 
d’Oliva, who had personated the queen, was put 
out of court; the tribunal before which she ap¬ 
peared being convinced, that though she aided 
the accomplishment of Madame de la Motte’s ne¬ 
farious schemes, yet she did not participate in 
their guilt. While imprisoned in the Bastile, she 
was delivered of a son; and about four years sub¬ 
sequent to her liberation from that fortress, she 
died at the village of Fontenay, near Paris, in a 
state of extreme destitution, aged scarcely twenty- 
nine years. A more just, moderate , and upright 
sentence than was pronounced by the parliament 
of Paris, never, I believe, emanated from any 



MARIE ANTOINETTE. 


175 


court. We have witnessed judgments in our own 
time, pronounced from the King’s Bench in West- 
minster-hall, to which all those epithets could by 
no means be applied. 

Notwithstanding the incontestable proofs of the 
queen’s utter ignorance of the whole atrocious 
project of Madame de la Motte, yet such were the 
strong prejudices entertained throughout France 
against that high-spirited and imprudent princess, 
that many persons either doubted, or affected to 
call in question, her innocence. Hume somewhere 
says, “ An English Whig, who asserts the reality 
of the Popish plot under Charles the Second; an 
Irish Catholic, who denies the massacre in 1641; 
and a Scotch Jacobite, who maintains the inno¬ 
cence of Queen Mary,—must be considered as men 
beyond the reach of argument or reason, and must 
be left to their prejudices.” I should add to this 
list of persons impervious to common sense, the 
believer in Marie Antoinette’s complicity lyith a 
vile female adventurer, in a series of fraud and 
villainy meriting the galleys. While I am engaged 
on this subject, I cannot omit to mention that the 
forgery of Madame de la Motte was not the first 
attempt made to counterfeit the queen’s signature. 
Eight years earlier, in March 1777, a lady, wife of 
a treasurer-general of Louis the Sixteenth’s house¬ 
hold, by name Victoire de Villars, sent a billet, 
signed Marie Antoinette, to Mademoiselle Bertin, 



176 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1786. 

her majesty’s milliner, ordering some articles of 
dress. Deceived by the similarity of the hand¬ 
writing, she complied with the order. Madame 
de Villars was then about twenty-eight years of 
age, handsome, gallant, and expensive. The queen, 
when informed of the fact, reprimanded, and par¬ 
doned her. Not deterred by such a proof of royal 
lenity, she repeated the experiment; but Maure- 
pas, then first minister, judiciously concealed the 
fact from Marie Antoinette, and sent the lady to 
the Bastile. There she remained twenty months, 
at the end of which time she was transferred to a 
convent at Paris. She died a short time after¬ 
wards in that confinement. Soon after the ter¬ 
mination of Madame de la Motte’s trial, the Queen 
of France brought into the world a daughter, 
who, happily for herself, survived her birth only 
a short period. Louis the Sixteenth had already 
two sons: the dauphin, whose ill health and de¬ 
fective configuration did not promise long life; 
and the Duke of Normandy, born in the pre¬ 
ceding year. But he now calculated with such 
certainty on a third male heir to the throne, that 
he had already determined on giving the child the 
title of Duke of Lorrain ; a dignity which never 
had been .conferred on any French prince since 
the acquisition of that duchy, and its incorpora¬ 
tion with the monarchy. His disappointment and 
vexation were so great, on learning the sex of the 
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new-bom infant, that for tome time he refused to 
enter the queen’s bed-chamber. When at length^ 
yielding to the entreaties of those about him, he 
allowed himself to be conducted to her apartment, 
he manifested the same ill humour. Holding out 
her hand to him, “ Comment,” said she, “ vous 
me boudez parceque je ne suis pas accouch£e d’un 
gar^on ? Cela depend-il done de moi ? N’est-ce 
pas Dieu qui dispose de ces affaires ?” Louis, who 
was most warmly attached to his consort, and too 
reasonable to resist such an appeal to bis under¬ 
standing, soon resumed his wonted complacency. 
The court of Versailles in 1786 still exhibited a 
scene of dissipation; but the augmenting disorder 
and embarrassment in the finances announced an 
approaching convulsion. Calonne, to whom their 
management was entrusted, however able, intelli¬ 
gent, and active he might be, inspired little con¬ 
fidence, because his character for principle and 
economy by no means equalled his talents. 

The Duchess de Polignac, who had passed tome 
time in London, on a visit to the French embas¬ 
sador, during the summer, returned hastily to 
France, when she received intelligence of the 
queen’s accouchment. Her favour seemed to aug¬ 
ment every year. Scarcely did the Duchess de 
Chevreuse, under Louis the Thirteenth, possess a 
greater ascendant over Anne of Austria, than Ma¬ 
dame de Polignac exercised over the affection's of 
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Marie Antoinette. Notwithstanding the fatal ve¬ 
locity with which France was annually, though 
insensibly, propelled towards the gulph of revolu¬ 
tion and subversion; yet her councils, sustained 
by the recollection of American emancipation, 
which her arms had so recently effected, and di¬ 
rected by Vergennes, still maintained a character 
throughout Europe for wisdom and vigour. Im¬ 
mense sums were expended at Cherbourg, where, 
in defiance of nature, the French ministers ap¬ 
peared to be determined on forming a great naval 
port and arsenal, worthy the genius of Richelieu. 
Sixteen millions sterling were said to be destined 
for their completion, and two hundred and forty 
pieces of cannon for their defence. New cones 
and cassoons sunk in order to form an artificial 
harbour, perpetually supplied the place of those 
swallowed up or destroyed by the fury of the 
winds. With a view to accelerate the progress of 
so vast a national work, the king, surmounting his 
habitual inactivity, visited Cherbourg in the course 
of the summer. Such was the imposing but fal¬ 
lacious aspect of France at this period. 

November and December .—An unusual |sterility 
of political transactions deserving notice charac¬ 
terizes the close of 1786. Some changes had 
taken place among the opposition ranks in both 
houses of parliament. By the decease of the 
Duke of Norfolk, Lord Surrey quitted the lower 
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house, where his devotion to Fox, joined to his 
talents, and a coarse but: manly eloquence; ren¬ 
dered hub conspicuous, as well as useful. If, 
however, he occasioned a vacancy in that assem¬ 
bly, he re-appeared under a higher title in another, 
which during more than eighty years had not be¬ 
held within its walls the first peer of Great Bri¬ 
tain. Lord Keppel finished likewise his career at 
this time, and with him became extinct the vis¬ 
county which Lord Rockingham and Fox had 
compelled George the Third to bestow on him,— 
not for his victories over the enemy, but for his 
sufferings in the cause of party. His name will 
never be pronounced by posterity in conjunction 
with those of Hawke, Rodney, Duncan, or Nek 
son; and it might have been as well for his naval 
reputation, if, instead of placing him at the bead 
of the English fleet in 1778, for which command 
his state of health rendered him unfit. Lord North 
and Lord Sandwich had left him in repose. 

Eden having surmounted all the impediments op¬ 
posed to a commercial treaty between England and 
France, ventured, under cover of so meritorious a 
public service, to revisit London during the recess 
of parliament. Whatever obloquy or reproaches 
he underwent from his former political friends, he 
was most graciously received at St. James’s; where 
he presented to his majesty a portrait of Louis the 
Sixteenth, sent by that prince as a pledge of amity 
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on the present auspicious occasion) when the two 
countries entered into bands of trade. £den de¬ 
servedly acquired great reputation by his success 
in this complicated, difficult, and important nego¬ 
tiation, which demanded talents of no ordinary 
kind. He had, indeed, to combat prejudices, en¬ 
mities, and obstacles, such as few individuals 
could have overcome. How little success the 
Duke of Dorset, then our embassador at the court 
of Versailles, anticipated from Eden’s mission, 
may be inferred by the manner in which he men¬ 
tions it, when writing to myself. His letter is 
dated " Paris, 6th of April 1786,” not long after 
Eden’s arrival in the French capital. “ Eden was 
presented last Tuesday. He was very graciously 
received by the king and queen. His treaty will 
never come to any thing, though he has the most 
sanguine hopes about it. He is convinced all will 
be settled in six months. Such an idea, I have 
already told him, is the height of folly.” The 
duke, who did not relish so able an interloper in 
his sheepfold, would probably have witnessed 
without deep concern the accomplishment of his 
own prediction. As I concluded the year 1785 
with Eden’s defection and appointment, so I shall 
finish.the present year with his successful, or ra¬ 
ther, triumphant re-appearance on the theatre of 
public life in London. 
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January .—While composing the present me¬ 
moirs, I have endeavoured carefully to avoid 
any unnecessary mention of myself, well know¬ 
ing how little interest the concerns of the au¬ 
thor can individually excite in the minds of 
posterity. I am nevertheless about to .violate 
this rule» in order to relate a circumstance 
in which I was the sole actor. During the 
first days of January, I amused myself by writ¬ 
ing a “ Short Review of the Political State. of 
Great Britain at the commencement of 1787.” 
In it I delineated with an impartial, but, as I 
readily admit, an imprudent pen, the character 
of George the Third, of Pitt, and of Fox; uh- 
mixed with the slightest tinge of enmity, of of 
flattery. Of the Prince of Wales I spoke with 
due admiration, when describing the graces of 
his figure, manner, conversation, and deport¬ 
ment, all of them formed to captivate man¬ 
kind; biit, with becoming severity, of the faults 
and errors of his character. 

The production being completed in a very few 
days, without communicating my secret to any 
person whatever,. I called on Debrett, a book¬ 
seller who had succeeded to the noted Almon 
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in Piccadilly. I made him a present of the 
manuscript, under one condition only,—that of 
secresy. Neither he nor I indeed foresaw, nor 
even imagined, the effect that it would pro¬ 
duce ; and still less did we anticipate its ex¬ 
tensive sale. A few copies of it were sent, by 
my direction, to certain individuals, on Satur¬ 
day, the 20th of January; but the pamphlet 
was not published till Monday, the 22nd of the 
month. Yet, in the short space of ten days, 
by the 1st day of February, six editions, each 
consisting of one thousand or fifteen hundred 
copies, were already sold. On the 23rd of Fe¬ 
bruary, appeared a French translation of it, 
entitled “ Coup-d’CEil sur l’Etat Politique de 
la Grande Bretagne au commencement de 
PAnn£e 1787. Traduit de TAnglois sur la 
sixi&me Edition.”—The French translator en¬ 
riched his work with annotations. Six Answers 
were made to the pamphlet, within four weeks 
from its publication; one of which was univer¬ 
sally, and, I apprehend, justly attributed to Lord 
Erskine, then attorney-general to the Prince of 
Wales. To Francis, since become Sir Philip 
Francis, common report assigned another of 
these Replies. Major Scott assumed the fact, 
and reasoned on it, when addressing the house 
of commons in his defence of Mr. Hastings, on 
the 8th of February. Nor did Francis deny 
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it. Scott having stigmatized the Reply "as a 
most atrocious and infamous attempt to oppress 
a man already persecutedthen added, “ We 
all know that a pamphlet was published lately, 
which, though not universally approved, has 
been universally read. It has already gone 
through seven editions; and I am assured that 
the publisher expects to sell twenty thousand 
copies of it. Among those suspected, or named 
as its author, Mr. Hastings himself, and various 
of his friends, have been mentioned. The pub* 
lisher has however publicly and unreservedly 
declared, that neither Mr. Hastings, nor any 
person either directly or indirectly connected 
with him, composed that work.” In fact, con¬ 
scious that the writer had made numerous ene¬ 
mies, by the boldness and impartiality of the 
portraits there sketched, I retained the secret 
in my own bosom; and this posthumous avowal 
is the first that I have ever publicly made 
on the subject. The “ Heroic Epistle to Sir 
William Chambers,” the “ Letters of Junius ,” 
the “ Pursuits of Literature,” and many other 
anonymous productions published in my time, 
though confidently attributed to particular in¬ 
dividuals, have never been owned. I believe, we 
have no certainty that “ Gulliver’s Travels” were 
written by Swift: yet no doubt is entertained 
On the point. 



184 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1787 . 

Debrett assured me that the servants sent 
from every part of London to procure the 
pamphlet in question, burst into his shop, and 
almost tore it off the counter; many, as he 
believed, without paying for it. His shop 
became indeed, during successive days, a scene 
of altercation and dispute relative to the author; 
some individuals extolling, while others equally 
condemned the work. All nevertheless ad¬ 
mitted that the person who .composed it well 
knew the characters whom he described. The 
Prince of Wales expressed great indignation 
at the parts of the performance which related 
to himself. He even sent his attorney-general 
repeatedly to Debrett, peremptorily demanding 
to know from him the name of the writer; me¬ 
nacing if, he withheld it, to make him personally 
responsible, and to prosecute him for a libel. 
But Debrett replied, that the author having 
given him the work, which to him had proved a 
source of such profit; and having bound him 
to secresy; he neither could, in honour, nor in 
gratitude, betray the trust reposed in him. The 
Prince’s threats, perhaps intended only for pur¬ 
poses of intimidation, produced no consequences. 
Seven years afterwards, conversing with Debrett 
on the subject, I asked him what number of 
copies he had sold ? He answered, “ At least, as 
he believed, seventeen thousand;” but he added. 
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that “ not having entered the work at Stationers’ 
Hall, as he ought to have done, it was surrep¬ 
titiously printed at Edinburgh, and at Dublin, 
where vast numbers were sold.” ' I desired him 
to state on paper, as a matter 1 of curiosity, the 
extent of the sale in Jiis own shop. He did so, 
and I transcribe the note from his original now 
lying before me. 

“ Sir, —In answer to your question, I am of 
opinion that upwards of seventeen thousand 
copies of the “ Short Review” &c. were sold by 
Sir, your much obliged and most humble servant, 

“ John Debrett. 

“ Piccadilly, Jan. 28, 1794.” 

I now resume the thread of my narration. 

8th January. — Early in the present month 
died Sir William Draper; a man hardly better 
known to posterity by his capture of Manilla, 
than by his correspondence with Junius. Sir 
William was of obscure extraction, but endow¬ 
ed with talents which, whether exerted in the 
field or in the closet, entitled him to great 
consideration. His vanity, which led him to 
call his house at Clifton near Bristol, “ Manilla 
Hall,” and there to erect a cenotaph to his fellow- 
soldiers who fell before that city during the 
siege, exposed him to invidious comments* 
But Lord Amherst, in whom vanity was not 
a predominant passion, gave in like manner the 
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name of “ Montreal” to his seat in Kent. Sir 
William was doubtless impelled by the desire 
of displaying his intimacy with the Marquis of 
Granby, to take up his pen in that nobleman’s 
defence. Junius's obligation to his officious 
friendship was indelible: for, however admi¬ 
rably written may be his letter of the “ 21st of 
January 1769,” which opened the series of those 
celebrated compositions, it was Draper’s answer, 
with his signature annexed to it, that drew all 
eyes towards the two literary combatants. 

Great as were Junius’s talents, yet, if he had 
been left to exhale his resentment without 
notice or reply, he might have found it diffi¬ 
cult to concenter on himself the attention of all 
England. But, the instant that Sir William 
avowedly entered the lists as Lord Granby’s 
champion, anew interest*was awakened in the 
public mind. From the employment which he 
had voluntarily undertaken of defending his 
friend, he was speedily compelled to defend 
himself; Junius, after exposing the commander- 
in-chief to national condemnation or derision, 
turning round upon Draper. In vain did the 
imprudent auxiliary, pressed by questions of 
the most painful description, which he had 
drawn upon his own head, endeavour to pro¬ 
voke his invisible adversary to meet him in 
Hyde Park. Junius, while he admitted that 



SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, AND JUNIUS. 187 

the appeal to the sword was consistent enough 
with Sir William’s late profession, demanded, 
“ After selling the companions of your victory 
in one instance, and after selling your profes¬ 
sion in the other, by what authority do you 
presume to call yourself a soldier?” Nor did he 
fail to point out the absurdity of attacking an 
anonymous writer, and then expecting him to 
quit his incognito, and to declare his real name. 
Sir William was so injudicious as to renew the 
correspondence, six months after its first termi¬ 
nation. But he derived no advantage from it. 
Junius treated him as the Marchioness de Chaves’ 
secretary treated Gil Bias; —disarmed and dis¬ 
missed him. Yet, Draper’s letters, if they 
could be considered separately from those of 
his antagonist, are classical and elegant produc¬ 
tions. When perused, as Sir William’s must 
ever be, in conjunction with the answers made 
by Junius, they shrink into comparative infe¬ 
riority. 

23rd January .—The session of parliament at 
length opened under circumstances of extraor¬ 
dinary tranquillity and unanimity. It eventu¬ 
ally proved one of the shortest that has taken 
{dace during the present reign, having only 
lasted a few days more than four months; while 
Lord North’s parliaments, which were usually 
convoked in November, rarely rose before July. 
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The treaty of commerce, recently concluded by 
Eden, formed the prominent feature of his 
majesty’s speech. Perhaps, however, I ought 
not to omit the intended formation of a settle¬ 
ment on the coast of New Holland, destined to 
receive the malefactors with which the prisons 
of the kingdom overflowed; a measure rather 
indicated than announced, but which was car¬ 
ried into execution at this time. As the ina¬ 
bility of the leaders of opposition to divide the 
house with the slightest hope of success was 
well known, the attendance bore a proportion 
to their diminished consideration. Fox and 
Burke indeed were present, but Sheridan did 
not appear in his place. Mr. Matthew Mon¬ 
tagu seconded the address to the throne. It 
was of him that General Montagu Mathew, 
brother to the Earl of LandafF, said in the last 
house of commons, (upon some mistakes arising 
relative to their identity, produced by thd 
similarity of their appellations,) “ I wish it to 
be understood that there is no more -likeness 
between Montagu Mathew and Matthew 
Montagu, than between a chesnut horse arid 
a horse chesnut.” Mr. Montagu’s paternal 
name was Robinson; but the celebrated Mrs. 
Montagu, his aunt, who so long occupied the 
first place among the “ gens de lettres” in 
London, having adopted him as her heir, he 
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received her husband’s name. At her feet he 
was brought up; a school more adapted to form 
a man of taste and improvement, than a states¬ 
man or a man of the world. At her decease 
he inherited not only her ample landed pro¬ 
perty, but her palace, (as it would be denomi¬ 
nated at Rome or at Naples,) situate in Port- 
man-square. Yet thus highly favoured by for¬ 
tune, and presumptive heir to an Irish barony, 
(RokebyJ he has always resembled Pope’s Cu¬ 
rio , of whom the poet says that 

-“ Curio, restless by the fair one’s side, 

Sighs for an Otho, and neglects his bride.*’ 

Mr. Montagu’s sighs have not indeed been di¬ 
rected to the attainment of a medal, but to the 
acquisition of a more solid object. 

This gentleman, after eulogizing in animated 
language “the commercial treaty,” as form¬ 
ing more than a compensation for the monopoly 
of the American market, lost to Great Britain; 
by a natural transition, reverted to the mi¬ 
nister whose genius had effected so beneficial a 
work. Regardless of the embarrassment which 
his own praises, however merited they might be, 
must excite in the chancellor of the exchequer, 
who sate just below him, Montagu dilated 
on his resplendent public services. “.These,” 
he said, “justly entitled him to equal honours 
with those earned by his illustrious father. 
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Exalted as tbe Earl of Chatham’s glory had 
been in war, not less should the son attain in 
the annals of peace.” It might have been 
thought that such a panegyric, when aided by 
time and circumstances, formed no bad foun¬ 
dation for an English peerage. Yet, though 
Mr. Montagu has been a member of various 
parliaments, and has represented many Cornish 
boroughs between 1787 and 1812; never ap¬ 
parently losing sight of his object, and occa¬ 
sionally directing his eloquence to its attain¬ 
ment; his efforts have hitherto failed of suc¬ 
cess. Whether this fact is to be explained by 
his want of ability, of address, or of persever¬ 
ance, it is certain that the doors of the British 
house of peers seem to be closed against him. 
He still remains a commoner. Fox, while he 
paid some compliments to Montagu’s maiden 
speech, did not treat with the less derision his 
predictions of the future financial or commer¬ 
cial benefits that would flow from Eden’s trea¬ 
ty. He even indulged in some very severe 
animadversions on the policy of entering into 
such connexions with France; described mi¬ 
nisters as in the honeymoon of their new union 
with that power; depictured Louis the Six¬ 
teenth as more formidable than Louis the 
Fourteenth had ever been; and declared that 
he thought it necessary to protest against the 
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French mode of talking, introduced on that 
evening. He concluded nevertheless by giv¬ 
ing the address his affirmative. 

Pitt, who did not fail to perceive this incon- 
sistency, instantly exposed it with all the force 
of ridieule. He then entered with great ability 
on the defence of the system itself, which 
he depictured as fraught with advantages to 
both countries. “ France and England,” said 
Pitt, '‘have by their past conduct acted as if 
nature had intended.them for mutual destruc¬ 
tion. But, I trust, the time is now arrived 
when they shall justify the beneficent order 
of the universe, and demonstrate to mankind 
that they can systematically cultivate a friendly 
intercourse, cemented by mutual benevolence.” 
Having discussed the subject in a manner equal¬ 
ly lurid and masterly, yet less diffusely than 
Fox had done; “ I am happy,” concluded he, 
"that notwithstanding the vehemence with 
which the right honourable gentleman has 
argued against the address, he is ready to vote 
for it. I hope he will continue the same line 
of action throughout the session. For, if he 
makes a practice of voting in direct opposition 
to his own speeches and arguments, we may 
look for a greater degree of unanimity than we 
can otherwise expect.” * With this sarcastic 
remark the debate dosed, no person rising on 
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either side of the house to prolong it, though 
Fox offered a few words of explanation. His 
inferiority in strength could not be more clearly 
manifested, nor the parliamentary supremacy 
of the minister more triumphantly exhibited. 
The mutability of human affairs was forcibly 
exemplified on that day. Three years earlier,- 
upon the 23rd of January 1784, Fox, then 
completely in possession of a devoted majority, 
after throwing out Pitt’s “East India Bill,” 
might have carried almost any vote, however 
violent, against him. ‘ In January 1787, Fox’s 
numbers had sunk so low, that he did not 
venture on a division; while his antagonist, 
confirmed in power, popular, and master of 
both houses, beheld himself, though not yet 
twenty-eight, more completely arbiter of the 
cabinet than his father had ever been at any 
moment of the last or of the present reign. 

2 6th January — 6th February. —Sheridan, to 
whom was committed the task of bringing for¬ 
ward the third charge against Hastings, gave 
notice of his intention to move it early in Fe¬ 
bruary. It was only delayed during a few 
days, in consequence of a wish expressed to ex¬ 
amine previously Mr. Middleton, who had been 
resident or minister at Lucknow, and like¬ 
wise Sir Elijah Impey; both of whom appear¬ 
ing at the bar, underwent a most severe inter- 
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rogatory. Pitt manifested, on the other haind, 
no less impatience to enter on the examination 
of the commercial treaty with France; but 
Fox strenuously resisted any precipitation rela¬ 
tive to a point of such magnitude and import¬ 
ance. With great earnestness he deprecated 
the slightest violation of the subsisting treaties 
with Portugal, and loudly demanded, as a ne¬ 
cessary preliminary to all debate on a subject so 
new, as well as so intricate, that a call of the 
house should take place. After various ineffec¬ 
tual attempts, during several successive days, to 
attain it by concession on the part of the minis¬ 
ter, who maintained that it was unnecessary, the 
question came to issue. A more angry and 
personal altercation than arose on that evening, 
could scarcely have occurred in a French “ con¬ 
stituent assemblyCornwall the Speaker not 
interposing his authority, as he ought to have 
done, for moderating such intemperate warmth. 
Pitt having moved “ to take into consideration 
on the 13th of February, the treaty recently 
signed between his majesty and the most Chris¬ 
tian king,” Lord George Cavendish, uncle to 
the Duke of Devonshire, proposed to substi¬ 
tute as an amendment, the words, “20th of 
February.” Lord George, who then represent¬ 
ed the county of Derby, possessed very li¬ 
mited talents; but his rank, his fortune, and 
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the hereditary probity of the Cavendish family, 
which in no individual of that line was more 
recognized than in him, supplied the place of 
ability. Nor had Fox a more zealous adherent 
within those walls. 

Burke exhibited a total want of self-control 
throughout the whole discussion. ** The chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer,” said he, “with that 
confined intellect which leads men of narrow 
views to look at great objects through contract¬ 
ed mediums, seems to consider this treaty as a 
mere commercial matter. He regards it as the 
concern of two little counting-houses, not of 
two rival states; as if the sign of the Fleur de 
Ids, and the sign of the Red Lion, were con¬ 
tending which house should obtain the best 
custom. I see it in a more national point of 
view. We are about to unite with that power, 
against which, nature, not less than policy, has 
designed us to form a balance.” The minister 
having in the course of the evening severely 
attacked Fox, “ When animadversion,” exclaim¬ 
ed Burke, “ is seasoned by wit, the satire, 
though keen, becomes softened. But when 
gross, miserable, and stupid abuse assumes the 
character of admonition, it recoils on its author. 
The chancellor of the exchequer declares that 
he had the misfortune to sit for a short period, 
in my friend’s place. No doubt he spoke from 
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his feelings: for, to an aspiring young man, never 
easy except in the possession of power, a situa¬ 
tion on this side of the house must necessarily 
be irksome. Mounted as he is on a stage, and 
exhibiting with his merrymen ahout him, by the 
aid of a ladder which a state carpenter has con¬ 
trived ; scarcely does he deign even to look on 
creatures so low as the opposition.” 

Wilberforce interposing, expressed his con¬ 
cern that a person possessed of such endow¬ 
ments should be enslaved by his own tem¬ 
per. But Pitt did not commit his defence to 
any lips except his own. “ I appeal,” said he, 
“ to the judgment of all present, whether a 
speech more abusive, more personal, or more 
outrageous, has ever been heard. With his cha¬ 
racter, he has lost all command over himself, and 
he now rarely speaks without exciting an equal 
mixture of disgust and of compassion .” Fox, 
with calmness and moderation, endeavoured to 
protect his friend, if he had been capable of 
hearing reason. Instead, however, of repress¬ 
ing his violence, he gave it the rein. Yet, not 
without demonstrating that even in his fall, he 
knew how to draw his robe with grace about 
him. “I thank the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer,” said Burke, “ for his compassion: I even 
regard the obligation as greater, because he has 
so little to spare. With respect to his contempt. 
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that being a commodity in which he deals large¬ 
ly, 1 return it on his hands, as of no sort of 
value.” A division taking place, ministers car¬ 
ried the question by a vast majority; only 
eighty-nine individuals supporting Lord George 
Cavendish’s motion, while it was negatived by 
two hundred and thirteen. 

That Burke exposed himself to much cen¬ 
sure on that evening by his intemperate con¬ 
duct, whereas Fox displayed great self-control, 
cannot he disputed. We must not, however, 
overlook the essential difference in their posi¬ 
tions, and in their formation of mind. Fox, 
endowed by nature with uncommon suavity 
and placability of disposition, was rarely thrown 
off his guard, and he might still be considered 
as young, having only just completed his thir¬ 
ty-eighth year. The death of his nephew, Lord 
Holland, then a boy of thirteen, might at any 
moment have placed him in the house of peers, 
and once more have put him in possession of 
an ample fortune. A change of sovereigns 
would infallibly raise him again to power, and 
render him master of the cabinet. Marriage, 
a state for which he betrayed no aversion, 
opened to him the means of repairing all his 
losses at play, if he contracted an advantage¬ 
ous alliance. The buoyancy of his temper, 
sustained by conviviality, society, and amuse- 
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ment, did not allow him to sink under the in- 
conveniencies of poverty. Carlton-house, and 
Brookes’s Club, still prolonged his nights; while 
Mrs. Siddons attracted him to the theatre, and, 
in Belvidera, or in Calista, charmed away 
for the moment all painful recollections of po¬ 
litical defeat, or exclusion from office. How 
often have I seen him, seated in the orchestra 
of Drury-lane theatre, among the musicians, 
for the purpose of more accurately hearing and 
viewing that incomparable actress, pay her the 
copious tribute of his tears ! 

But, widely different was Burke’s situation, 
and far less exhilarating were his prospects. His 
original patron, the Marquis of Rockingham, 
being dead, he could only look to the Duke of 
Portland for future remuneration, if ever the 
party of which he constituted the head should 
again force their way into the royal closet. 
Linked with Fox, their destinies appeared to 
be inseparable; nor did Burke foresee at that 
time, how soon the ties which united them 
would be rent asunder. Still less did he antici¬ 
pate, that the “ aspiring young man, surround¬ 
ed by his merrymen, and mounted on Jenkin- 
son’s shoulders,” would extend support to his 
declining age, and smooth the evening of his day. 
Scarcely more than six years elapsed, before I 
saw Burke seated on the treasury bench, between 
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Pitt and Dundas. In 1787, he was verging 
towards sixty, and could not, like Fox, extend 
his views to any remote futurity. His temper, 
naturally irritable and impatient of contradic¬ 
tion, became sharpened by disappointments. 
Nor could he find resources in the clubs of 
St. James’s-street, in the boxes of Drury-lane 
theatre, or in the orgies of Carlton-house. At 
his retreat near Beaconsfield, he would, indeed, 
have tasted all the felicity which a classic mind 
could derive from retirement, letters, and a 
learned leisure; but, contracted finances, to¬ 
gether with the toil of parliamentary attend¬ 
ance, embittered bis enjoyments. Of fame he 
had sufficient, and he was weary of political 
opposition; yet unable to retire from parlia¬ 
ment, which to him had afforded no harvest, 
except bays. So pressing, indeed. Were his 
wants become in 1793, that I have been as¬ 
sured he sold the two pensions of eighteen 
hundred pounds each, for three lives, then 
granted him by the crown, without almost a 
week’s delay. They were put up to sale on 
the Exchange, and produced about thirty-six 
thousand pounds. The present Earl of Hard- 
wicke is one of those three lives, as his son 
the late Lord Royston was another. To the 
French Revolution and its sanguinary excesses, 
he therefore owed the independence of his last 
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years. He even owed more: for, the efforts 
of mind that he exerted to stem the torrent of 
subversion, and to awaken resistance among 
Hie powers of Europe, redeemed his character 
in the estimation of the country. After the 
king’s recovery from his first great intellec¬ 
tual malady in 1789, Burke had fallen very 
low in the general opinion. I repeat, however, 
that all circumstances considered, Burke appears 
most resplendent, as well as exempt from im¬ 
putations of inconsistency, previous to Lord 
North’s resignation. 

7th February .—The acrimonious debate to 
which I have alluded, was followed, on the sub¬ 
sequent evening, by the most splendid display 
of eloquence and talent which has been exhi¬ 
bited in the house of commons during the pre¬ 
sent reign. This pre-eminence seems to be 
accorded by all parties to Sheridan’s memo¬ 
rable speech respecting Hastings’s treatment 
of the Begums or Princesses of Oude. It oc¬ 
cupied considerably more that five hours in 
the delivery, attracted the most intense atten¬ 
tion, and was succeeded, at its dose, by a gene¬ 
ral, involuntary pause or hum of admiration, 
which lasted several minutes. Unquestionably, 
it formed a most extraordinary effort of human 
genius, labour, and wit, stamped throughout 
with the characteristic marks of Sheridan’s 
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genius: for no man accustomed to his style 
of composition, oral or written, could for an 
instant mistake the author. In many parts 
and passages it was absolutely dramatic; not 
less so than the “ Duenna,” or the “ School for 
Scandal.” Those pieces belong indeed to co¬ 
medy, while the charge in question partook, it 
may be said, of the nature of tragedy. Yet 
so admirably could Sheridan adapt his theme 
to circumstances, that he contrived to lend 
point to incidents the most revolting, and ex¬ 
cited smiles while detailing scenes of the deep¬ 
est distress. Burke, it is true, frequently pass¬ 
ed with rapid transitions, from indignation or 
invective, to raillery, or levity. But he was 
borne away by an ardent imagination that often 
outran his reason. Sheridan’s invocations, al¬ 
lusions, and exclamations the most pathetic, 
though cloathed with all the garb of nature or 
of passion, were not less the fruit of consum¬ 
mate art and mature reflection. He neither 
lost his temper, his memory, nor his judgment, 
throughout the whole performance; blending 
the legal accuracy of the bar, when stating 
facts or depositions of witnesses, with the most 
impassioned appeals to justice, pity, and hu¬ 
manity. Availing himself with dexterity of 
the ample materials which the subject offered 
him; presenting objects to the imagination 
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under forms the most picturesque, appalling, 
and impressive; he led captive his audience, 
of whom a large proportion was very incapa¬ 
ble of discriminating truth from misrepresen¬ 
tation or exaggeration. The very scene of these 
transactions, which lay in Asia, on the banks 
of the Ganges, or the Jumna; the personages 
who performed the principal parts,—viziers, 
princesses, eunuchs, and rajahs; zenanas and 
harams entered by violence; jaghires arbitrarily 
resumed, and treasures seized on by military 
force;—all these accessories, when decorated 
with the charms of oratory, subdued his hearers, 
and left them in breathless admiration, accom¬ 
panied or followed by conviction. 

I have said that many passages were dra¬ 
matic. It was thus that he compared the go¬ 
vernor-general of Bengal successively to a num¬ 
ber of animate, or inanimate things. “ He is,” 
said Sheridan, “ a mixture of the trickster and 
the tyrant; at once a Scapin, and a Dionysius. 
A crooked, circuitous policy regulates all his 
actions. He can no more go straight forward 
to his object, than a snake can proceed without 
writhing in curves, or can imitate the unde¬ 
viating swiftness of an arrow. He boasts of 
his resources—namely Cheyt Sing and the Be¬ 
gums—precisely as a highwayman would boast 
of Bagsbot and Hounslow.”;—“ The unfortunate 
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inhabitants of Oude remind me of a collection 
of birds, who observing a felon kite in the air, 
dread his approach, as they behold him mount 
with redoubled vigour on the wing, accumu¬ 
lated vengeance depictured in his eye, pre¬ 
pared to pounce on his destined prey with as¬ 
surance of success." Having described the acts 
of horror perpetrated in the palace of Sujah 
Dowlah, the Nabob of Oude, “ Great God of 
justice!” exclaimed he, “ canst thou, from thy 
eternal throne, look down upon such premedi¬ 
tated outrages, and not affix on the perpetra¬ 
tors some signal mark of divine displeasure!" 
This is the very sentiment expressed by Mar¬ 
cus, in the opening scene of the first act of 
«Cato.’ “ The only emblem," Sheridan asserted, 
“ which could aptly designate Hastings in his 
public capacity, was that of a man holding in 
one hand a bloody sceptre, while with the other 
he was employed in picking pockets.” Having 
attributed to him almost every crime which can 
stain or debase our nature; cruelty, fraud, hypo¬ 
crisy, venality, rapacity, and breach of faith;— 
having protested that in the pages of Machiavel 
no acts of s imilar atrocity were to be found 
having accused him of accepting “ a present, 
or rather a bribe, of one hundred thousand 
pounds;”—having expatiated on his inhuma¬ 
nity in turning out to the merciless seasons. 
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and a more merciless soldiery, the wife And 
the mother of Sujah Dowlah, whom that 
prince, at the moment of his decease, had en¬ 
trusted to the governor-general’s protection $— 
Sheridan then made his appeal to the moral 
feelings and character of the house. It was 
conceived with great beauty, and well calcu¬ 
lated to produce the deepest impression. “ This,” 
said he, “ is no party question. However di¬ 
vided we may be on political matters, we shall, 
I trust, join hand and heart, in reprobating in¬ 
humanity, and delivering over to punishment 
those who use unlimited authority for purposes 
of tyranny and oppression.” 

It must not, however, be imagined that the 
whole weight of Sheridan’s eloquence fell ex¬ 
clusively on Hastings. Two other individuals 
shared it with him. The first was Sir Elijah 
Impey, chief justice of Bengal, who having 
lent his legal co-operation and assistance to the 
seizure of the treasures possessed by the Prin¬ 
cesses of Oude, had repaired in person to that 
province, nine hundred miles distant from the 
seat of government, in order to take the neces¬ 
sary depositions. In terms of bitter raillery, 
mixed with classic wit, Sheridan held up to 
derision and reprobation, “ the Grotius of In¬ 
dia, degrading the dignity of his high office; 
laying aside the character of a judge, and .soil- 
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ing his pure ermine, by condescending to exe¬ 
cute the functions of a pettifogging attorney; 
running up and down the country, ferreting 
out affidavits, and carrying them upon his 
shoulders in a bundle, like a pedlar with his 
pack.”—“ Sir Elijah says,” continued Sheridan, 
“he gave his advice, not as a judge, but as 
a friend; and in that character he took the 
affidavits. Friendship impelled him to scud up 
and down India, made him oblivious of all he 
owed to himself, and to the majesty of justice.” 

The third person at whose expense Sheridan 
exercised his talents, was Middleton, minister, 
during these transactions, from the Bengal go¬ 
vernment to the Nabob of Oude. He had 
returned to England with a vast fortune. 
During the course of his examination, his re¬ 
collection relative to many events which took 
place while he was the British resident at Luck¬ 
now, seemed to be so completely worn out, that 
no traces of their existence could be elicited 
from him by the closest interrogatory. We 
have, however, seen him outdone in this re¬ 
spect, by an Italian, at the bar of the house 
of lords. Such a total and unaccountable obli¬ 
vion of recent facts, performed, or at least 
witnessed by himself, obtained for him the ap¬ 
pellation of “ Memory Middleton,” as “ Lucus, 
& non lucendo.” “ In the persecution of the 
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begums,” observed Sheridan, “an army were 
sent to execute an arrest, a siege was under¬ 
taken for a note of hand, and a rebellion was 
proved by affidavit There was a trading ge¬ 
neral, (Colonel Hannay,) an auctioneer embas¬ 
sador, and a chief-judge secretary.” The anti¬ 
thesis of these expressions entertained even 
those who were the most disinclined to agree 
in his assertions or deductions. Never was the 
triumph of genius over a popular assembly 
more signally displayed than in the speech of 
Sheridan! 

After the first tumult of applause had sub¬ 
sided, an attempt was made to adjourn by Sir 
William Dolben, who stated the general ex- 
hausture of the house, as a reason for postponing 
the discussion. But Fox opposed it, observing 
that the hour (twelve) by no means justified a 
suspension of the debate. “ It is pretty obvi¬ 
ous,” added he, “ that the speech just delivered 
has made no ordinary impression; and I see no 
reason why we may not come to the question. 
If any friend of Mr. Hastings should wish to 
offer arguments calculated to efface that impres¬ 
sion, the present moment appears to me the fit 
time for doing it.” Major Scott declaring that 
he could convict Sheridan of many gross mis¬ 
representations of fact; and professing his rea¬ 
diness to proceed instantly, if such should be the 
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pleasure of the house, Pitt interposed. “ I will 
not,” said he, “ at present state in what way I 
have made up my mind to vote. Yet I mean to 
deliver my sentiments at large upon the motion. 
With regard to the speech which we have 
heard, it has unquestionably produced all the 
effect which genius can command. A more able 
speech has perhaps never been pronounced: but 
I can by no means agree that because one daz¬ 
zling display of oratory has been exhibited. 
Other gentlemen ought to be precluded from 
giving their opinions. For these reasons, I, for 
one, wish an immediate adjournment.” Fox by 
no means concurred, however, with the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer, and he sustained his 
dissent by very plausible arguments. “ My ho¬ 
nourable friend,” observed he, “ has spoken ably. 
But why has he so done ? It is because he ex¬ 
erted himself in a right cause; because he has a 
heart capable of sympathizing with the woes of 
those whose innocence and defenceless condi¬ 
tion claim protection. His speech has been de¬ 
nominated eloquent. Eloquent, no doubt, it is: 
so much so, indeed, that all I have ever read or 
heard of oratory, either in this assembly or else¬ 
where, sink to nothing in the comparison. But why 
adjourn, except because the arguments offered 
being unanswerable, it is wished to gain time, 
with a view of substituting negotiation, man- 



HASTINGS.-—FOX.—PITT. 207 

oeuvre, and delay, in the place of truth and 
reason ?” 

Before he sate down. Fox addressing himself 
personally to Pitt, implored him, from regard 
to his own character, as well as for the character 
of the house, not to vote against the question. 
While urging this point, having used language 
bordering on invective, he was severely repre¬ 
hended by Wilberforce. With the liberality of 
mind which always characterized him. Fox in¬ 
stantly made reparation. “ I protest,” said he, 
“ it was not my intention to give offence. We 
are both (meaning the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer and himself) too apt to say harsher 
things to each other, than are perhaps warrant¬ 
able. On my part, these asperities of expression 
are, I am pretty certain, generally unprovoked: 
but, they take place much too frequently.” So 
placable, and prompt to obliterate all recollec¬ 
tions of a vindictive nature, was Fox! His 
antagonist by no means manifested equal sua¬ 
vity of disposition. Spencer Stanhope, one of 
the two representatives for Hull, avowed that 
“ his mind was nearly made up by the almost 
miraculous speech which he had just heard.” 
And Matthew Montagu declared that “ his opi¬ 
nion respecting the treatment of the Begums, 
which, when he came down to the house, he 
thought was settled, had been shaken, if not 
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overturned.” Such were the effects of that fas¬ 
cinating composition! We must nevertheless 
bear in mind that these conversions were moral, 
not political. The affair stood unconnected with 
party, though the prosecution originated with 
opposition. On whichever side the minister 
might ultimately vote, his official situation 
would remain the same. If the “ Westminster 
scrutiny,”or the “Irish propositions,”had form¬ 
ed the subject of Sheridan’s attack, his pathetic 
appeals to justice and humanity would not pro¬ 
bably have made such numerous proselytes on 
the ministerial benches. Many persons even 
considered as ludicrous, invocations to the “ God 
of justice” solemnly pronounced by a man whose 
whole life formed a perpetual act of private in¬ 
justice towards his own creditors, and who owed 
his personal liberty to his seat in the house of 
commons. The adjournment was at length car¬ 
ried without any division. 

8th February .—On the resumption of the de¬ 
bate, Major Scott endeavoured to counteract the 
recent effect of Sheridan’s eloquence, by con¬ 
trasting the calamities and disgraces which befel 
us in every other quarter of the globe, with the 
acquisitions of territory gained in the East, be¬ 
tween 1776 and 1783, under Hastings’s admi¬ 
nistration. Having shewn that Dundas had 
moved for the recall of Hastings, in May 1782, 
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“ because, in his opinion, the governor-general 
had forfeited the confidence of the native princes 
of India, and could not conclude a peace;” Scott 
observed, that most unfortunately for Dundas’s 
assertion, Hastings did actually conclude an ho¬ 
nourable peace with the Mharattas, in the very 
month, and almost on the very day, when the 
motion to which he alluded was made in the 
house. “ I have since,” added Scott, “ heard 
him avow within these walls his satisfaction at 
the resistance made by the court of East India 
Proprietors to that vote, because he was con¬ 
vinced they had thereby rendered a very essen¬ 
tial service to the company, and to Great Bri¬ 
tain.” Turning to the members of opposition, 
he demanded why, if they considered Hastings’s 
treatment of the Princesses of Oude as so cri¬ 
minal, they did not remove and recall him, 
when they were themselves in office, in 1783 ? 
Scott next proceeded to answer the specific ac¬ 
cusation of seizing the treasures of the Begums; 
adducing a great variety of evidence to prove 
that those princesses had taken part in the re¬ 
bellion of Cheyt Sing, and had actually raised 
troops with intent to support his cause. As 
the last and best proof of Hastings’s public 
merit in committing the very act now crimi¬ 
nally charged against him, Scott depictured the 
critical situation of our empire in the East, be- 
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tweet) October 1780, and the commencement of 
the year 1783; assailed on every quarter, and 
menaced monthly with subversion. Hyder Ally 
at the gates of Madras, pursuing our defeated 
troops; while the fleet of France* under Suf- 
frein, remained cruizing, unopposed, in the Bay 
of Bengal. Sir Eyre Coote, who commanded 
the forces sent to oppose Hyder, looking solely 
to the government-general for the payment of 
his army, on which depended the fate of India. 
The Bengal treasury empty, and the pay of the 
soldiery, European as well as native, many 
months in arrear. “ One fact,” concluded Scott, 
“ no man can doubt; namely, that the sum 
procured from the Princesses of Oude could 
not have been raised from any other source. 
And without that supply, we might now have 
been debating here how Mr. Hastings should 
be impeached,— not for saving, but for losing 
India.” 

These arguments and facts, though not de¬ 
corated with the fascinating ornaments of She¬ 
ridan’s eloquence, yet made at the time, and 
still continue, after the lapse of more than 
thirty years, to produce on my mind the 
deepest conviction of their solidity. Such 
was not, however, their effect on the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer, whose speech drew 
more than ordinary attention, as on his mode of 
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seeing the charge, and of voting upon it, no 
man doubted, must depend Hastings’s acquittal 
or condemnation. 

Pitt did not leave it long uncertain on which 
side he should give his vote. After observ¬ 
ing that as he had always considered the pre¬ 
sent charge to be marked apparently with the 
strongest features of criminality and cruelty, 
so he had endeavoured most conscientiously 
to guard against any sort of prejudice; he 
added, that he had compared the accusation 
minutely with the evidence. The interval 
which had elapsed since the unprecedented 
display of oratory exhibited on the preceding 
night, having allowed him to recover from its 
immediate impression, and to examine the proofs 
adduced in its support, he was now ready to 
concur with the motion. Yet he admitted the 
resumption of the jaghires to be highly justi¬ 
fiable, though he condemned the seizure of the 
Begums’ treasures. If their confiscation was an 
act of forfeiture, designed to operate as an ex¬ 
ample of severity; or even on the pretext of 
state necessity, provided the facts were well 
established; in either case, he said, he should 
acquit the governor-general of all culpability. 
But he professed himself unable to discover any 
such sources of justification. Sheridan acknow¬ 
ledged the liberality of Pitt’s proceeding; and 
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Fox, though with less animation, joined in re¬ 
cognitions of the minister’s candour. 

While the leaders on both sides thus united 
against an individual who, by the resources 
which he called into action, had saved India 
when attacked by a combination of European 
and Asiatic enemies; no person of eminence, 
or of distinguished talents, came forward in his 
defence. Silence pervaded the treasury bench; 
neither Mr. William Grenville, nor Lord Mul- 
grave, nor the master of the rolls, nor the at¬ 
torney-general, uttering a word in his justifica¬ 
tion. The solicitor-general (Macdonald) alone 
declared, that as, whatever opinion he might 
form relative -to the charge under examination, 
he never could agree to an impeachment, he 
therefore should not vote on the pending ques¬ 
tion. Dempster had however the honesty to 
rise and oppose the current, as did Le Mesurier, 
one of the members for Southwark; but the 
latter was compelled to desist by loud and re¬ 
peated cries of Question. Only sixty-eight per¬ 
sons negatived Sheridan’s proposition. One 
hundred and seventy-five found Hastings cul¬ 
pable. 

Dundas, though he took no part in the 
discussion, voted with the minister. Lord 
North was not present during any part of the 
evening. His health and his sight, both which 
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betrayed symptoms of decay, allowed him rarely 
to attend in his place, or to take any active 
share in debate. I voted with the minority on 
that night, and I believe, if the subject could 
be agitated anew, I should act again in the same 
manner. Not that I am convinced of the com¬ 
plicity of the Begums in the rebellion of Cheyt 
Sing, which was by no means satisfactorily 
demonstrated. Nor do I conceive that, on prin¬ 
ciples of private morality, the act of seizing on 
their treasures can be justified. But the peril 
to the state was extreme. The deed had been 
done, and Bengal was saved by that most timely 
operation of despotic power. If ever any act 
rested on overwhelming state necessity’ for its 
justification, this was the measure. Yet Pitt 
affected not to perceive, or not to recognize it. 
I say, affected; — for no man endowed with 
reason could deny the awful and alarming state 
of our Eastern possessions at that eventful pe¬ 
riod, when the energy and resources of Hastings 
snatched them from destruction. 

It was not even pretended that the princesses 
in question had committed their cause to the 
exertions of Burke, as the Sicilians entrusted the 
redress of Verres’s exactions to the eloquence 
of Cicero; who having himself filled the office 
of quaestor in the island, had witnessed the 
enormities of which he complained; whereas 
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Burke and his friends only collected their in¬ 
formation from the governor-general's implacable 
enemies. With as little truth could it be as¬ 
serted that Hastings had converted the money 
thus taken to his own use, as Rumbold did in 
his treatment of the Nabob of Arcot. He had, 
it is true, received a present from Asoph Dow- 
lah, Nabob of Oude, amounting in value to 
nearly one hundred thousand pounds; but he 
carried it to the company’s account. He accom¬ 
panied that act with the expression of a wish 
that they would confer it on himself. Well, 
indeed, might he make such a request, when, 
after having passed his whole life in the com¬ 
pany’s service, he had not acquired even such a 
competence as almost every civil servant con¬ 
trived to amass in the course of ten or twelve 
years! And who were the men to impeach 
Hastings? The same individuals, who, only 
four years earlier, having by a sacrifice of all 
public principle in uniting with Lord North, 
forced their way into the cabinet; and finding 
themselves odious to the sovereign, while they 
had lost the confidence of the country; at¬ 
tempted to seize,—not the treasure of an indi¬ 
vidual, but the property and possessions of a 
great chartered company. Nay, who undertook 
to unhinge the British constitution itself, in 
order to consolidate their own power:—an act 
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of criminal ambition and liberticide, with which 
Pitt reproached them day by day! Yet with 
these very men he now joined, to oppress one of 
the few British subjects, who during the eclipse 
of the American war, placed, as he was, in a 
situation equally eminent and perilous, had pre¬ 
served the extensive provinces entrusted to his 
care. Posterity will probably affix its condem¬ 
nation to such a line of policy, which, as it 
appears to me, was unworthy of a statesman, 
whose first duty should have impelled him to 
extend a shield over the preserver of India, 
even though he might not have privately ap¬ 
proved every measure of Hastings’s adminis¬ 
tration. 

9th —28 th February. —After the termination 
of the charge relative to the Princesses of Oude, 
no further progress was made in the prosecution 
during the remainder of the month of February; 
almost every evening being exclusively occupied 
in discussions respecting the commercial treaty 
with France. It opened, indeed, a field of spe¬ 
culation, argument, and dispute, not less ample, 
and scarcely less important, than the Irish pro¬ 
positions had presented in 1785. Fox and Pitt 
assumed, throughout every debate which arose 
on the treaty, opinions and principles by no 
means analogous to their respective characters. 
The former, whose enlarged mind and placable 
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disposition should naturally have inclined or 
impelled him to embrace a polity favourable to 
the extinction of antient enmities between the 
two countries, seemed to have adopted an op¬ 
posite system. He constantly maintained that 
France should be prospectively considered, not 
only as a rival nation, but with an eye of jea¬ 
lousy and distrust, incompatible with any ap¬ 
proach towards political or commercial connex¬ 
ion. This position Fox endeavoured to demon¬ 
strate and to impress, by appeals to experience 
in past periods of our history. Pitt, on the other 
hand, cast by nature in a more Antigallican 
mould, and formed of more unaccommodating 
materials, exhibited an ardent desire to enter 
into bands of amity, cemented by reciprocal ad¬ 
vantages, with the court of Versailles. Nor did 
he fail to elucidate and to recommend the pro¬ 
position, by a train of reasoning calculated for 
persuading even those persons who had imbibed 
the most inveterate hereditary prepossessions on 
the subject. This seeming exchange of charac¬ 
ters might nevertheless admit of explanation, 
by comparing the respective situations of the 
two individuals. The minister, anxious to re¬ 
pair the financial breaches made by a calamitous 
war, eagerly embraced measures which promised 
an encrease of revenue, an extension of trade, 
and a new market for our manufactures. I be- 
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lieve, Fox, if he had held a place in the cabinet* 
would have seen nearly through the same op¬ 
tics, and would have been actuated by similar 
views of public benefit. But his exclusion from 
office naturally influenced, if not his judgment, 
yet his line of parliamentary conduct. 

Lord North, on account of the state of his 
health, never once made his appearance in the 
house during the agitation of this important 
question. His place was, however, supplied by 
Sir Grey Cooper, who took part in almost every 
discussion, and who yielded to few in his ac¬ 
curate knowledge of the complicated interests 
which it included. Sheridan opposed the mea¬ 
sure with great pertinacity, substituting, when 
necessary, wit and ingenuity in the place of 
solid argument. If the leaders of opposition 
could have excited the principal manufacturers 
throughout the kingdom to petition against the 
French treaty, as they did in the case of the 
Irish propositions, administration might have 
been embarrassed by such an impediment. But, 
with the exception of a very limited number, 
the manufacturing towns and counties expressed 
opinions highly favourable to the ministerial 
plans. Fox, who, when introducing his cele¬ 
brated East India Bill, had allowed parliament 
no time to pause, complained heavily of the 
indecent haste with which, he said, the actual 
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measure was propelled through its different 
stages. Finding himself unable by remonstran¬ 
ces to produce an adjournment, he quitted the 
house, followed by all his friends; after protest¬ 
ing against such ill-advised precipitancy, which, 
he declared, would entail disgrace on the coun¬ 
cils of the crown. But Pitt, sustained by the 
general approbation, was not deterred by these 
denunciations. Unable to make any deep im¬ 
pression on the chancellor of the exchequer, 
Sheridan turned his artillery against the absent 
negotiator of the treaty, whom he overwhelmed 
with contumelious ridicule. “ I trust,” said She¬ 
ridan, “ that when he returns to his duty in this 
assembly, he will publicly declare bis error in 
almost every opinion which he maintained rela¬ 
tive to the Irish propositions. And I hope he 
will address circular letters to the manufacturers, 
assuring them that he has not renounced one of 
his commercial principles or doctrines, though 
he has adopted new ones for the present busi¬ 
ness ; which he will be ready, however, again to 
abandon, as soon as he sets foot in England.” 
Pitt did not undertake the personal defence of 
Eden; perhaps from a consciousness that these 
reproaches, however severe, were in some degree 
just. On every division, ministars carried the 
question by more than two to one. I was in all 
the majorities; being fully persuaded then, as 1 
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am now, that no measure adopted by Pitt, dur¬ 
ing his long administration, was more calculated 
to augment the national prosperity, while it 
tended insensibly to extinguish the animosity 
between France and Great Britain, than the 
commercial treaty. 

The opposition, however diminished in num¬ 
bers the party might be, received at this time, a 
most valuable accession of talents in the person 
of Mr. Grey, now Earl Grey. He had been 
elected member for the county of Northumber¬ 
land, late in the last session, when, on the de¬ 
cease of the duke of that name. Lord Algernon 
Percy succeeded to the peerage as Lord Lou- 
vaine. Grey sprung from a very noble and 
antient stock. His father, a general officer of 
merit, decorated with the order of the Bath, 
was the younger brother and presumptive heir 
of Sir Henry Grey, a baronet of George the 
Second’s creation. Mr. Grey, when he first 
took his seat in the house of commons, had not 
long accomplished his two-and-twentieth year. 
His figure, tall and elegantly formed, prepos¬ 
sessed in his favour. The smiles of the Duch¬ 
ess of Devonshire, and her blandishments, which 
few persons at any period of life could resist, 
were believed to have operated very powerfully 
in attaching him to the party that she espoused: 
—for he seemed irresolute, at his outset in par- 
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liament, which side he should take; professed 
a reluctance to oppose government, as well as 
respect for administration; and disclaimed all 
party feelings. But he insensibly threw aside 
these restraints. During the progress of the' 
French commercial treaty. Grey rose, and re¬ 
sisted the measure with great force, yet without 
any mixture of indecorous acrimony or violence. 
His enunciation was clear, sonorous, and dis¬ 
tinct. His language, correct, nervous, and 
flowing; free from affectation or study. His 
sentiments, natural; and delivered with dig¬ 
nity, as well as grace. With the single excep¬ 
tion of Pitt, I have not witnessed any indivi¬ 
dual in my time, who on his first attempt has 
excited such expectations of future eminence 
as did Grey. These expectations, it must be 
admitted, he has fully realized. He stood, in¬ 
deed, considered as a member of the house, 
upon much higher ground than Pitt, at his 
entrance into parliament; representing, as he 
did, a great county; while the other, brought 
in by Sir James Lowther, at the Duke of Rut¬ 
land’s request, sate during nearly three years for 
a borough. It was Pitt’s name, and filial con¬ 
nexion with the illustrious minister who hum¬ 
bled France and Spain, that operated as a talis¬ 
man in his favour. Grey, though endowed with 
eminent abilities, and of most decorous man- 
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ners, yet wanted Fox’s open amenity of charac¬ 
ter. He was equally destitute of Sheridan’s 
wit, good humour, and invincible suavity of 
disposition. To the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer he bore much more analogy. Both were 
distant, grave, lofty, retired, and sometimes re¬ 
pulsive. I shall have frequent occasion to 
return to Grey, in the course of these memoirs. 

Scarcely had the address to the crown on the 
commercial treaty with France been voted by 
a great majority, when the minister introduced 
a bill for the consolidation of duties, which 
conciliated the approbation of all parties. The 
speech with which he opened, and detailed its 
operation on the revenue, as well as on the com¬ 
merce of Great Britain, might challenge the 
annals of parliament to produce a finer speci¬ 
men of financial eloquence. Without' redun¬ 
dancy it was copious, destitute of all extraneous 
matter, or of every unnecessary ornament; per¬ 
spicuous even in those parts which, from the 
nature of the subject, it was difficult to render 
intelligible. If Sheridan’s powers of oratory, 
directed to inflame the passions, to dazzle the 
imagination, and to mislead the judgment, 
while exerted in the cause of persecution, could 
call out such universal applause; how much 
more solid admiration was due to Pitt’s efforts 
for retrieving and ameliorating the finances of 
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a country, which, only four years earlier, seemed 
to be plunged in almost remediless embarrass¬ 
ments! Already England began to re-appear 
on the theatre of Europe, not less powerful 
than before the American war. Notwithstand¬ 
ing the violent language which had recently 
occurred between Pitt and Burke, the latter, 
appeased by the coincidence and support of the 
chancellor of the exchequer on the late charge 
against Hastings, rose to express his high ap¬ 
probation of the measure for consolidating the 
duties. “I will not,” said Burke, “ content my¬ 
self with a sullen acquiescence, but will bear 
testimony to the masterly and perspicuous man¬ 
ner in which a plan has been developed, that 
promises accommodation to the merchant, com¬ 
bined with augmentation and advantage to the 
revenue.” Sir Grey Cooper, after reclaiming 
for his absent friend Lord North the merit of 
having originated this salutary scheme, during 
the time when he presided at the treasury 
board, joined in similar eulogiums, both on the 
proposition for simplifying the general receipt, 
and on the ability manifested in its disclosure. 
Even Fox recognized these merits, though 
more reluctantly, and with some hesitation. 
Sheridan alone remained wholly silent. 

During the progress of the commercial treaty 
through the house, Fox, while he earnestly de- 
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precated any departure from our antient con¬ 
nexion with Portugal, inveighed against the 
danger of confiding in the faith of France. At 
the same time he drew an alarming and exag¬ 
gerated picture of her resources, power, and 
ambition. Even in the personal qualities of the 
reigning sovereign, and the exertions made by 
him to aggrandize his country, Fox apprehended 
cause for distrust, and motives for alienation. 
If these opinions were not assumed for the pur¬ 
pose of impeding the measure then under dis¬ 
cussion, Fox must have formed very erroneous 
conceptions of the state of the French monar¬ 
chy, as well as of the prince who then filled the 
throne, at the beginning of 1787. Far from 
being in a condition to meditate conquests, or 
to undertake aggressions, the revolution which 
within six years brought Louis the Sixteenth 
to the scaffold may be said to have already 
commenced. The deficiency in the revenues 
rendered necessary a recourse to extraordinary 
remedies. Louis, instead of preparing betimes 
for a conflict with his subjects, (as Henry the 
Fourth himself would have done in a similar 
situation,) adopted measures calculated to lay 
him at the mercy of the Parisian populace. 
With the most generous and benign intentions, 
but without judgment, and contrary to every 
maxim of prudence or of policy, he broke sue- 
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cessively the household troops. These bands, 
composed almost exclusively of individuals 
nobly descended, being thus reduced, left the 
throne dependant for support on the army at 
large; the greater part of which body had 
imbibed in America republican principles, or 
was corrupted by the manners of a dissolute, 
revolutionary capital. Such was the position, 
and such were the embarrassments of the King, 
when Calonne proposed to him to convoke a 
sort of epitome or substitute for the states- 
general; to be chosen from among the nobility, 
the clergy, and the magistracy of his kingdom. 
They were denominated “ les notables ,” and 
had not been summoned during one hundred 
and sixty years, when Louis the Thirteenth as¬ 
sembled them for a somewhat similar purpose; 
namely, to furnish supplies towards the neces¬ 
sities of the crown. 

If, when Calonne advised the convocation of 
this aristocratic body, he could have remained 
master of their deliberations; — in other words, 
if he had secured a good majority, by means 
analogous to those which all ministers have 
practised in this country ;—no doubt the “ nota¬ 
bles” might have extricated the state, while 
they laid the first foundations of a limited, con¬ 
stitutional monarchy in France. Among the 
whole series of princes who have reigned since 
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Hugh Capet, not one was so formed, by thfc 
yielding and inert moderation of his character; 
for conceding to his people a constitution, and for 
surrendering the odious, obsolete, or oppressive 
prerogatives of the throne, as Louis the Six¬ 
teenth. Or, if the privileged orders had pos¬ 
sessed discernment enough to perceive that 
they must be overturned, unless by great sacri¬ 
fices of every kind they sustained the sovereign, 
and retained the lower orders in their allegi¬ 
ance ; the monarchy, public credit, and general 
obedience, might all have been upheld. But 
the king was weak, irresolute, vacillating, and 
incapable of any act of energy or decision: the 
5* notables ” were destitute of a spark of wis¬ 
dom, love of their country, or even enlarged 
principles of self-preservation; attached only 
with blind, unfeeling selfishness, to their own 
separate interests, as a distinct order of men. 
Lastly, the comptroller-general was rash, san¬ 
guine, presumptuous, and inexperienced in the 
management of popular assemblies. 

I have been much in Calonne’s society during 
the period of time which he passed here in 
England, between 1787 ahd his decease in 1802. 
In his person he exceeded the common height, 
thin, active, and always in motion. His physi¬ 
ognomy was very expressive; gay, full of intel¬ 
ligence, never clouded, perpetually animated by 
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hope and cheerfulness. The calamities of the 
house of Bourbon and of France were not to be 
traced in his features, nor recognized in his con¬ 
versation. Buoyant from natural disposition, 
fertile in expedients and resources, ever looking 
forward with confidence, he could not be sub¬ 
dued by adverse fortune. Nor was he deficient 
in the attainments, information, and knowledge 
of a financier. But he wanted the probity and 
stem severity of Sully; while he equally wanted 
the sound judgment, the application to busi¬ 
ness, the spirit of order, the enlightened eco¬ 
nomy, and the elevated principles of moral and 
political action, all which met in Colbert. In 
what manner the Duke of Dorset, our embas¬ 
sador at the court of Versailles, thought of 
Calonne, as well as of the assembly, may be ga¬ 
thered from his language in a letter addressed 
to myself, dated “Paris, 4th January, 1787.” 
“ L’assembl6e des notables,” says he, “ is to be 
held at Versailles, the 29th of this month. It is 
a curious piece of juggling of the comptrolleur- 
general. However, I wish him success, as he 
is really a fine open-hearted fellow, and wishes 
to cultivate friendship and amity with Eng¬ 
land.” 

Previous to the meeting of this assembly, 
which was further postponed to the 22nd of 
February, an event took place that equally 
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embarrassed and enfeebled the coundls of the 
French crown. I mean, the death of the Count 
de Vergennes. He was the most able and en- 
terprizing statesman whom France had seen, 
since the dismission of the Duke de Choiseul 
by Louis the Fifteenth. Though Vergennes 
specially directed the foreign department, yet 
he was likewise president of the council of 
finances; and the estimation in which he was 
held by his own sovereign, when combined 
with the high opinion entertained of his talents 
throughout Europe, conduced to give stability 
to the existing order of things. The extreme 
weakness of Louis’s character remained in a 
great measure concealed even from his own 
subjects, while Vergennes still survived; and his 
decease unquestionably contributed to accelerate 
the progress of those revolutionary principles 
which speedily overturned the monarchy. The 
Duke of Dorset always regarded him as an 
ambitious minister, inimical to the general re¬ 
pose of Europe; but, in particular, hostile to 
England. Writing to me on the 9th of Fe¬ 
bruary 1786, from Paris, on the state of public 
affairs, he adds, “ Every thing bears the ap¬ 
pearance of tranquillity; but I believe the ca¬ 
binet at Versailles is working hard in every 
cabinet in Europe, and particularly to gain 
that of Petersburg!!.”—“ The spirit of intrigue 
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which Vergennes is endowed with, is more dan¬ 
gerous, in my opinion, to the balance of power, 
than all the mighty armies of Louis the Four¬ 
teenth. And if we do not watch him close, 
we shall be in a most unpleasant situation.” I 
am ready to admit, when citing the testimony 
of the duke, that his own talents were mode¬ 
rate ; but his situation and connexions about 
the French court enabled him to know many 
important facts from high authority. It can¬ 
not be doubted that Vergennes had meditated 
a rupture with this country in 1786. The 
East Indies would have formed the first scene 
of hostilities; and troops were actually sent to 
the island of Mauritius, in order to attack us, 
in conjunction with Tippoo, on the coast of 
Coromandel. Sir John Macpherson, who was 
then temporary governor-general of Bengal, 
and who attained full information on the sub¬ 
ject, has often assured me that such were un¬ 
questionably the designs of the cabinet of Ver¬ 
sailles. Notwithstanding the pecuniary diffi¬ 
culties under which Louis the Sixteenth la¬ 
boured in 1787, I believe, if Vergennes had 
survived a few months longer, he would not 
have allowed the Prussian troops, co mman ded 
by the Duke of Brunswick, to enter Amster¬ 
dam without opposition, and to extinguish 
the French faction throughout the seven United 
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Provinces. The Count de Montmorin suc¬ 
ceeded to Vergennes’ office, but not to his 
high reputation. 

About this time Louis the Sixteenth sent 
over a new embassador to London. The in¬ 
tellectual and physical infirmities of Count 
d’Adhemar combined to incapacitate him for 
longer filling that employment. He was re¬ 
placed by the Chevalier de la Luzerne, brother 
to the Count of the same name, then one of 
the secretaries of state, and head of the naval 
department. The Chevalier was soon after¬ 
wards created a marquis. I lived in habits of 
great intimacy with him, from his first arrival 
in England, nearly to the termination of his 
embassy. Nature had not bestowed on him 
any external advantages. Neither his person, 
manners, nor address, seemed to be adapted 
for a drawing-room; and his sight was so de¬ 
fective, that it approached to blindness. Scarce¬ 
ly could he distinguish objects, unless brought 
close to his eye. But he compensated for 
these corporeal defects, by a sound, clear under¬ 
standing, and habits of business. Though he 
seldom attempted to speak English, he under¬ 
stood the language; having resided a long time 
in America, as minister from France, during 
the war carried on against the Trans-Atlantic 
' colonies. Such a mission did not seem to lay a 
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good foundation for his favourable reception 
here, or to form a recommendation at St. 
James’s. It is a fact, that on the day when 
he went to the palace to be presented to the 
king, he wore at his button-hole the insignia 
of the order of Cincinnatiis, which had been 
conferred on him by Washington. Fortunately, 
arriving before his majesty came out of his 
closet to commence the levee, some of his 
friends had time to represent to the new em¬ 
bassador, the impropriety of appearing in the 
presence of George the Third decorated with 
an order instituted by one of his former sub¬ 
jects. La Luzerne instantly took it off, and 
put it in his pocket. 

As he was unmarried, being a Knight of 
Malta; the Viscountess de la Luzerne, a 
daughter of the Count de Montmorin, who 
had married the embassador’s nephew, came 
over from France to do the honours of his 
house. After the king’s first great intellectual 
malady, in June 1789, La Luzerne gave a 
splendid entertainment, in commemoration of 
his recovery. The queen was present at it, 
with her court; and during supper, the vis¬ 
countess, as representing the French embassa- 
dress, stood behind her majesty’s chair. Within 
five years afterwards, I went to pay my re¬ 
spects to her at a small lodging, situate in 
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George-street, Portman-square, just behind 
the noble mansion which the embassador had 
occupied in that square. She received me in 
a room where stood two neat white beds, and 
appeared to support with great equanimity 
her change' of fortune. But she did not long 
survive, and I have heard that she accelerated 
her own end, which, I believe, took place at 
Rouen. She was young, amiable, and of most 
engaging manners. Her father. Count de 
Montmorin, perished early in the revolution. 
Nor did the embassador himself live to witness 
the execution of his unfortunate master. In 
1792 he was attacked with a paralytic com¬ 
plaint, for which he repaired to Southampton, 
where he expired. The calamities of his coun¬ 
try, together with his own individual misfor¬ 
tunes flowing from that source, embittered his 
latter days, and hastened his dissolution. His 
remains being sent over to Caen in Normandy, 
for the purpose of interment, the revolutionary 
populace of the city precipitated his body into 
the river Orne, which flows through the place. 

The bishoprick of Lincoln becoming vacant 
at this time, Pitt procured it for Dr. Pretyman, 
who had formerly been his preceptor, and then 
filled the office of his private secretary. The 
opposition, to whom Pretyman had rendered 
himself obnoxious in this latter capacity, at- 
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tacked him with all the weapons of wit, satire, 
and malevolence. In allusion to his having 
been brought up at Pembroke Hall in the 
University of Cambridge, the “ Rolliad ” de¬ 
nominates him, 

“ Pembroke’s pale pride, in Pitt’s praecordia plac’d 

and levels many coarse or illiberal jests on his 
person, which was tall, thin, and destitute of 
elegance. An ode, depicturing him as a man 
destitute of all regard to veracity, and which 
began with the words 

“ Hail to the lyar I-” 

was likewise assigned to Pretyman, by the 
authors of the “ Probationary Odes.” Not sa¬ 
tisfied with this abuse, they overwhelmed him 
under a mass of classic epigrams, composed in 
English, Latin, Greek, French, and Italian. 
His duplicity, as private secretary to Pitt, con¬ 
stituted the charge made against him through¬ 
out these lampoons, which only served to prove 
the ingenious hostility of their composers. 
In 1803, on the death of Dr. Moore, Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury, Pitt, who was then first 
minister for the second time, made the strongest 
exertions to raise Pretyman to the metropolitan 
see. But his majesty pertinaciously refused his 
consent. I know from a near relative of the 
present Archbishop of Canterbury, that when 



DR. MANNERS SUTTON. ' 233 

the minister urged the matter warmly, George 
the Third replied, “ Mr. Pitt, don’t press me 
further on the subject; for I am determined 
to confer it on Sutton, whom you brought un¬ 
der my eye, when he was made Dean of Wind¬ 
sor at your recommendation. And it would 
be indecorous that we should be known to dif¬ 
fer on this point.” As the best proof of his 
unalterable resolution to raise Dr. Manners 
Sutton to the vacant archiepiscopal see, the 
king authorized the distinguished individual 
who related to me the above-mentioned parti¬ 
culars,—one of his oldest servants,—to write 
to Mrs. Manners Sutton, Dr. Sutton’s wife, as¬ 
suring her, in his majesty’s name, of his fixed 
determination on the subject. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury is a grandson 
of John, third Duke of Rutland, whose young¬ 
est son. Lord George Manners, assumed the 
name of Sutton, on succeeding to the estate of 
Lord Lexington. Being the fourth son of Lord 
George, he was brought up to the ecclesiastical 
profession; and at the age of three-and-twenty 
became attached to Miss Thoroton. She stood 
in no remote degree of consanguinity to him; as 
her mother, who was an illegitimate daughter. 
of the Duke of Rutland, had married Mr. Tho¬ 
roton, secretary to the celebrated Marquis of 
Granby. The lovers were in fact second cou- 
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sins. Being together at Belvoir Castle, in the 
year 1778, when she was only about eighteen 
years of age, he proposed to her an elopement 
to Gretna Green. She consented, and they set 
off on foot; but, before they could reach the 
hired post-chaise, stationed at four miles’ dis¬ 
tance, the young lady lost both her shoes in the 
dirty road. After their marriage at Gretna, not 
possessing pecuniary means sufficient to enable 
them to return, they wrote to their respective 
relations, requesting assistance for the purpose. 
Lord George Sutton displayed, under these dr> 
cumstances, much less displeasure towards his 
son, than was exhibited by Mrs. Drake, the 
Duke of Rutland’s mistress, and grandmother 
to the bride. It was not without difficulty that 
Mrs. Drake consented to allow her grand¬ 
daughter the sum of forty pounds a year. Lord 
George, encumbered with a very numerous fa¬ 
mily, and having contracted a second marriage 
not calculated to benefit his affairs, was unable 
to make his son a larger annual allowance. But 
he procured for Mr. Sutton a curacy at Canwick, 
of nearly the same value, to which place the 
newly-married couple repaired. There they re¬ 
mained during some years, subsisting on about 
one hundred and twenty pounds per annum, 
though they soon had several children. It is a 
fact that the archbishop still preserves the pair 
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of brass candlesticks which, when curate of Can- 
wick, he constantly had in use. His own son, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sutton, so assured me. 

John, Duke of Rutland, as well as his son, 
the Marquis of Granby, having both survived 
their wives, and having each several natural 
children; the illegitimate issue of the father and 
of the son used to sit down promiscuously toge¬ 
ther at table, at Belvoir Castle, where they were 
brought up with the duke’s legitimate descend¬ 
ants. Colonel John Sutton, elder brother of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who now possesses 
the Lexington estate of Kelham, near Newark- 
upon-Trent, married in like manner his cousin, a 
natural daughter of the Marquis of Granby. On 
many occasions, the duke even displayed a pre¬ 
ference for his grandchildren by Mrs. Drake, 
above his legitimate offspring. The valuable 
living of Bottesworth, in the county of Leices¬ 
ter, not far from Belvoir, (in the church of 
which village the Dukes of Rutland are inter¬ 
red,) becoming vacant; Lord George Sutton 
made the warmest application to the duke in 
favour of his son Charles, who still remained at 
his curacy of Canwick. But he met with a 
refusal; the duke conferring it on his illegiti¬ 
mate grandson, Mr. Thoroton, Mrs. Manners 
Sutton’s brother, rather than on her husband. 
Lord George was, however, enabled soon after- 
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wards to present his son with the living of 
Averham, near Kelham, to which he removed, 
and where he remained till he received the 
deanery of Peterborough. Mr. Pitt, whose 
obligations to Charles , late Duke of Rutland, 
were great, and who testified throughout his 
whole political life a natural predilection for 
the Manners family, procured the dean’s pro¬ 
motion to the bishoprick of Norwich, on the 
decease of Dr. Horne. Finally, the same mi¬ 
nisterial patronage made him dean of Windsor* 
thus placing him under the king’s eye; though 
Pitt did not the less endeavour to elevate his 
own tutor to the metropolitan dignity, as the 
Emperor Charles the Fifth had formerly raised 
his preceptor to the papal throne. 

The present archbishop is a prelate of very 
moderate intellectual endowments; as were like¬ 
wise his two immediate predecessors, Moore and 
Cornwallis. But he possesses great command 
over himself, irreproachable moral conduct, ac¬ 
tivity in promoting works of charity or benevo¬ 
lence, and all the essential qualities for filling 
with decent propriety the archiepiscopal chair, 
to which Pitt’s protection, finally aided by royal 
favour, have elevated him. Nor must his high 
birth be forgotten, which formed a strong addi¬ 
tional recommendation to the king’s notice. He is 
notan economist, though he has seven daughters 
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still unmarried; and whenever the see becomes 
vacant, no treasures will probably be discovered 
in bis coffers. Fond of field-sports, and a good 
shot , he nevertheless abstains from touching a 
gun. During a visit that he made to Kelham, 
three or four years ago, he was much pressed to 
take a fowling-piece; but, conscious of its inde¬ 
corum, he declined it, contenting himself to ac¬ 
company the sportsmen, and to mark down the 
birds. Possibly it might likewise occur to the 
archbishop, that one of his predecessors in the 
see of Canterbury, Abbot, about two hundred 
years ago, being engaged in the chase, had the 
misfortune to kill his gamekeeper with a cross¬ 
bow. And an accident similar to that which 
took place under James the First, might again 
happen under George the Third. On the whole, 
he must be esteemed a most fortunate indivi¬ 
dual ; since, in addition to the prodigious eccle¬ 
siastical elevation which he has attained, he has 
beheld his eldest son elected speaker of the house 
of commons; while his own younger brother 
has, by Pitt’s selection, rather than by any emi¬ 
nent legal talents, been made chancellor of Ire¬ 
land, and created a peer of Great Britain. It 
was not before the nineteenth century, that the 
name of Manners, previously distinguished in 
the field and on the ocean, has become known 
in the church, at the bar, and in the senate. 
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2nd March .—Early in March, Hastings’s pro¬ 
secution was renewed, Mr. Pelham opening the 
next charge, which consisted of three distinct 
accusations; namely, infraction of treaty, per¬ 
sonal corruption, and abuse of power to pur¬ 
poses of tyranny. The scene of these imputed 
offences lay at Furruckabad, a city not far re¬ 
moved from Agra, in the north of Hindustan; 
the nabob of which territory was the individual 
on whom the governor-general had exercised 
the acts of violence in question. Mr. Pelham 
(a name connected with some of the best minis¬ 
terial recollections of George the Second’s reign) 
was the eldest son of Lord Pelham, subsequent¬ 
ly created Earl of Chichester. He filled, in¬ 
deed, himself, early in the present century, very 
respectably, under Addington’6 administra¬ 
tion, during a considerable time, the office of 
secretary of state for the home department. 
Endowed with moderate abilities, but sustained 
by great family connexions; his mind culti¬ 
vated by travel, and his understanding matured 
by an early entrance into parliament; Mr. Pel¬ 
ham could not however rely, like Sheridan, on 
appeals to the imagination or the passions, in 
order to produce conviction. His speech, 
though long, and abounding in minute details, 
many of which were not of a nature deeply to 
interest his audience, yet excited attention. 
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Major Scott rose to defend Hastings; and in 
reply to the imputation of his having corruptly 
accepted from the Nabob of Oude a present 
of ten lac of rupees, on which act Mr. Pelham 
had animadverted with great severity, Scott 
observed, “ The governor-general immediately 
communicated the fact to the court of direc¬ 
tors. He had not even received the money at 
the time when he transmitted to them the in¬ 
formation. As soon as it was actually paid, he 
transferred it to the company's treasury; ac¬ 
companying the payment with a request, that 
as his own fortune was small, they would give 
it him back on some future day. Probably he 
did not conceive, that as Lord Clive had re¬ 
ceived six hundred thousand pounds for acquir¬ 
ing an empire, he should be deemed presump¬ 
tuous in asking for one hundred thousand, as 
a remuneration for preserving that empire.” 

Hastings did not however want other de¬ 
fenders, some of whom were even seated near 
the minister on the treasury bench. Though 
Mr. William Grenville remained silent. Lord 
Mulgrave denied that the house of commons 
could be fit judges of a governor-general’s ad¬ 
ministration, who, placed at an immense dis¬ 
tance from England, surrounded with dangers 
and enemies, had acted on the whole in a man¬ 
ner so glorious, as well as salutary, for his coun- 
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try. But Lord Hood’s appearance on the floor, 
as an advocate of similar principles, produced 
a still deeper impression. This veteran com¬ 
mander, who had maintained the lustre of the. 
British flag throughout all the humiliating 
period of Lord North’s administration,—unac¬ 
customed to speak in parliament, and strongly 
attached to Pitt, yet presented himself to the 
Speaker’s notice. Inured from the commence¬ 
ment of his life to that stormy element on 
which he had earned his reputation and-his 
honours, he might say, 

-“ Rude am I in speech, 

And little blest with the set phrase of peace 

but every word that he uttered was devoured 
by the audience. Placing the subject of the 
pending prosecution at once on the ground of 
public expediency, he besought the house to 
reflect on the consequences that must result to 
the state, if with too scrupulous accuracy they 
Called to a severe account those individuals who 
had filled important stations abroad in a period 
of hostility. With great simplicity of diction 
he stated the difficulties to which he had been, 
himself, subjected; and the acts of unautho¬ 
rized violence or oppression to which he had 
been necessitated to recur, for the purpose of 
subsisting the English fleet, when under his- 
command in the West Indies, during the 
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American war. “ Acts, which, however indis¬ 
pensable to the preservation of his ships and 
men,” he added, “yet if the government had 
not stood between him and legal prosecutions, 
he should in all probability have been doomed 
to linger out the remainder of his days in pri¬ 
son.”—“ As for myself,” concluded he, “ at my 
period of life, I can entertain no expectation of 
being again employed on active foreign service: 
but I speak for those who come after me. Love 
of my country impels me to prevent a prece¬ 
dent, which will impede all future exertions, if 
we punish the acts of authority, however re¬ 
pugnant they may be to our modes of conduct¬ 
ing ourselves, which the saviour of India has 
committed, in order to extricate and preserve 
the countries entrusted to his care.” 

If this forcible appeal to the common sense 
and justice of the house had been made on the 
13th of June 1786, when the charge relative to 
Cheyt Sing was brought forward, instead of 
the 2nd of March 1787» it might have given 
a new aspect to the whole prosecution. Other 
individuals of weight, encouraged by such an 
example, would probably have come forward 
on the same trace. Fitt and Dundas, what¬ 
ever part they might have secretly resolved to 
take relative to Hastings, had not committed 
themselves beyond the power of recall at that 
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period. Or, if the governor-general, better 
advised, had maturely considered the ability, 
numbers, and inveteracy of his accusers; as 
well as the very doubtful nature of the minis¬ 
terial support which he credulously anticipated 
as certain;—and if, instead of injudiciously 
imposing on himself the difficult task of jus¬ 
tifying every separate act of power to which 
he had recourse dining his stay in India, be 
had put his defence on the general issue of his 
critical position, which emancipated him from 
ordinary rules of action; — finally, if he had 
pleaded his distinguished and successful ser¬ 
vices to the state, as forming a shield which 
ought to protect him against party rage, or 
parliamentary violence;—it seems difficult to 
suppose that such intrenchments could have 
been stormed. Pitt himself recognized their 
strength, in his reply to Lord Hood. After 
bearing the most ample testimony, not only 
to his noble friend’s private virtues, but to his 
high professional ability; the minister labour¬ 
ed with no ordinary eloquence to demonstrate, 
that there did not exist the slightest analogy 
between Lord Hood’s violations of right, or 
seizure of property, and the crimes laid to the 
charge of the late governor-general. The for¬ 
mer, he said, were dictated by an imperious 
necessity: for the latter, no such defence had 
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been attempted. Having reasoned this point, 
more as a moralist, or a casuist, than as a states¬ 
man; rather in the spirit of Addison, or of 
Johnson, than as Lord Burleigh, or as his own 
father, when at the head of the councils of 
this country, was accustomed to contemplate 
political objects; Pitt then reverted to Has¬ 
tings’s general merits in the course of his high 
public employment. 

** There was, I admit,” said he, “ a period 
when such a defence might have been set up; 
but that time is passed. If, at the commence¬ 
ment of the present enquiry, it had been urged, 
that whatever faults the late governor-gene¬ 
ral might have committed, his brilliant and 
meritorious services effaced or counterbalanced 
them; the house would have had to weigh his 
crimes against his virtues. But, at present, we 
cannot allow any such consideration to operate 
on our minds. We are deciding, not on gene¬ 
ral merits or demerits. It is on the criminality 
or the innocence of a particular transaction that 
we are called to determine. Mr. Hastings has 
disclaimed all benefit arising from the considera¬ 
tion of his services. He has declared that he 
desires no set-off on that score; being per¬ 
suaded that the very facts on which are found¬ 
ed the charges, when they come to be investi¬ 
gated, will be found entitled to the approbation 

r 2 
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of this house. After such a voluntary act on 
his part, ought we to extend a shield between 
him and enquiry? Still less can we now do 
it, having proceeded so far in the examina* 
tion.” It is evident that Hastings’s impru¬ 
dence facilitated the means of attacking him 
with success. If he had followed Lord Clive’s 
example,—who, besides being himself in parlia¬ 
ment, brought in as his agent, not a military 
officer, but an able member of the long robe,— 
he might, like Lord Clive, have escaped im¬ 
peachment. Pitt virtually and distinctly ac¬ 
knowledged it. But, ought not a wise states¬ 
man to have warned of his danger a merito¬ 
rious public servant, who had saved India? 
Should he not have informed the governor- 
general on what grounds only he could extend 
ministerial protection and support? Pitt, on 
the contrary, allowed him to enter the snare. 
Posterity will decide on the wisdom, the po¬ 
licy, and the generosity of such a proceeding. 
Only fifty members, of whom I was one, nega¬ 
tived Mr. Pelham’s motion. One hundred and 
twelve supported it. Dundas spoke and voted 
with Pitt on that evening: but neither Fox 
nor Sheridan took any part in the discussion. 

28 th February — 6th March. —The commercial 
treaty with France, which had occasioned such 
difference of opinion in the lower house, gave 
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rise among the peers to debates, if possible, still 
more personal and acrimonious. Not the least 
singular circumstance attending them was, that 
the same individuals who lately opposed each 
other in one assembly, being transferred to the 
other,fumished the principal materials of contro¬ 
versy. Pitt, well aware that neither the Marquis 
of Carmarthen, nor Lord Sydney, was compe¬ 
tent to explain and defend the treaty, took care 
to entrust that task to more able hands. Jen- 
kiiison, become Lord Hawksbury, was selected 
for the purpose. He performed it with con¬ 
summate ability, answering the arguments ad¬ 
duced by Lord Stormont, and by Watson, Bi¬ 
shop of Llandaff; both of whom deprecated a 
departure from the antient treaties subsisting 
with Portugal, in order, as they asserted, to 
form dangerous connexions with France. At 
the same time, not being in the cabinet, nor 
holding any ostensible place in administration. 
Lord Hawksbury took care to state repeatedly 
that he was no minister. “ I desire, once for 
all, my lords,” said he, “that it may not be 
supposed I either possess or claim any autho¬ 
rity, except the influence which my arguments 
give me.” But the Duke of Norfolk, now be¬ 
come an efficient member of the house, after 
commenting on Lord Hawksbury’s declaration, 
added, “ I am aware that the noble lord who 
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has undertaken to support the treaty, and to 
justify ministers, has on his shoulders the prin¬ 
cipal burthen of government. He is a peer of 
great weight and authority. Nevertheless, as he 
has informed us that he is no minister, he can¬ 
not incur any responsibility. It is therefore 
the duty of ministers, either to speak in their 
own persons, or to place the noble lord in a 
ministerial situation, so that he may be render¬ 
ed responsible for his assertions respecting mea¬ 
sures of administration.” Then, after alluding 
to the reform in the representation of the peo¬ 
ple, which Pitt had held out to the country 
previous as well as subsequent to his entrance 
on office, the duke added, “ No such reform 
has however been effected in the other house. 
And as to this assembly, some individuals have 
lately been sent here, whom, if all circumstances 
are considered, the people, I believe, little expected 
to see elevated to such rank” 

The severity of these animadversions called 
up successively the two secretaries of state; 
which drew from Lord Carlisle the remark, 
that “ he was happy to find the death-like silence 
of ministers at length broken.” But the con¬ 
cluding observation, so personally levelled at 
the peers who had recently been created, would 
have remained without reply, if Lord Delaval, 
who was one of them, had not demanded some 
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explanation on the subject. Having alluded 
to the reflections thrown upon the distinguish¬ 
ed persons whom his majesty’s favour had en¬ 
titled to seats in that house, “ Does the noble 
duke,” continued he, “ think that there was 
any circumstance in the characters of their an¬ 
cestors which ought to disqualify their present 
descendants from being advanced to the dig¬ 
nity of the British peerage ? Does he mean to 
insinuate that their ancestors had been stigma¬ 
tized as men of suspicious allegiance ? or does 
the noble duke mean to infer that * there is 
more joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
than over ninety and nine just persons V ” The wit 
of this last sarcasm, which made so obvious an 
allusion to the duke’s recantation of the errors of 
the Romish church, induced the Duke of Man¬ 
chester to speak to order. But Lord Delaval, 
after apologizing for any unintentional viola¬ 
tion which he might have committed of. the 
forms, or on the decorum of the house, added i 
“As the noble duke has thought proper to 
animadvert on the lately-created peers, being 
myself one of them, and utterly unconscious as 
I am of meriting any such observations, I ima¬ 
gine he will expect that something should be 
said in their behalf by one at least of the num¬ 
ber.” The Duke of Norfolk, who throughout 
his whole life manifested greater promptitude 
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to give offence than to resent affronts; finding 
likewise that he had only attracted towards 
himself reflections more severe than those which 
he desired to throw on others; now apologized 
to Lord Delaval, and the business terminated. 

I was particularly acquainted with that no¬ 
bleman before, as well as after, his elevation to 
the British peerage. He was a younger brother 
of Sir Francis Blake Delaval, a man celebrated 
in the annals of wit and gallantry towards the 
end of George the Second’s reign. At seventy 
years of age. Lord Delaval’s person remained 
graceful and slender; his manners elegant, gay, 
and pleasing. • Descended from a very antient 
and distinguished family, seated in the county 
of Northumberland, where he possessed great 
landed property, he was created a baronet soon 
after the present king’s accession. During his 
whole life, pleasure constituted the first object 
of his pursuit. Representing, as he did, the 
town of Berwick-upon-Tweed in more than one 
parliament, and supporting the coalition admi¬ 
nistration at their outset; he was included by 
Fox among the Irish peers of the month of 
September 1783, whom his majesty consented 
to raise to that dignity, though he refused to 
make any addition to the British peerage. Of 
course Lord Delaval voted for the East India 
Bill, when brought into the house of commons; 
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but, afterwards finding that it was equally odi¬ 
ous at St. James’s, and reprobated throughout 
the country, he retracted his support, and joined 
the new minister. He even rose in his place, 
and justified his conduct in a manly manner. 
For such an act of apostacy, as it was denomi¬ 
nated by his old allies, they assigned him a 
conspicuous niche in the ** Rolliad.” It is pro¬ 
bable that the Duke of Norfolk alluded in his 
speech to the lines commemorating Lord Dela- 
val’s double creation. They were severe. 

“ The noble convert , Berwick’s honour’d choice, 

That faithful echo of the people's voice. 

One day, to gain an Irish title glad^ 

For Fox he voted;—so the people bade, 

’Mongst English lords ambitious grown to sit, 

Next day the people bade him vote for Pitt, 

To join the stream, our patriot, nothing loath, 

By turns discreetly gave his voice to both.” 

Not satisfied with this revenge, the same wits 
composed a poem called “ The Delavaliad,” pa¬ 
rodied from Orlando’s verses to Rosalind, in 
“ As you like It.” But Lord Delaval stood in 
no awe of such lampoons. He attained to a very 
advanced age, and dying without a son, his 
titles, (both of which had been acquired within 
the space of three years, from two rival minis¬ 
ters,) expired with him. I shall have occasion 
to mention his youngest daughter, the Countess 
of Tyrconnel, in the sequel of these memoirs. 
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1st —10 th March .—-On the following day, the 
discussion of the “commercial treaty” was re¬ 
newed in the house of peers; Lord Sydney and 
the Marquis of Carmarthen observing total 
silence, while the Marquis of Buckingham and 
Lord Hawksbury undertook the defence of 
the measure. So little parliamentary assistance 
did Pitt derive from his colleagues in office! 
The Bishop of LlandafF, a prelate of aspiring 
talents, and his own historian; who looked for¬ 
ward to Durham, or to Winchester, as the re- 
compence of his exertions; attacked with no 
ordinary ability the proposed treaty. He was 
supported by Lord Stormont, who inveighed 
against it, as a sacrifice of solid power, for un¬ 
certain profit. But the circumstance which gave 
peculiar interest to the debate of that evening, 
was the part taken by the Marquis of Lans- 
down. In the course of a speech such as only a 
statesman could have conceived or pronounced, 
he passed the whole treaty in review; examined 
its features, pointed out its merits and its defects; 
approved its principle, but did not the less 
condemn many of its practical details. Treating 
with contempt the narrow prejudice by which 
France is considered as the natural enemy of this 
country, he equally reprobated the folly of de¬ 
nominating her perfidious and deceitful as a na¬ 
tion. With the hand of a master, he drew a 
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species of contrast between Louis the Four¬ 
teenth, a prince animated only by insatiable 
ambition, and his estimable successor who then 
filled the throne, in whose bosom the love of 
his people and of justice always predominated. 
“The natural enemy of Great Britain, my lords,” 
continued he, “ and equally of every other state, 
is the sovereign of Prussia, who maintains an 
immense military force, altogether dispropor¬ 
tionate to his revenues, and to his dominions.” 

Having thus recognized the abstract wisdom 
and policy of the measure, he next, with equal 
force of language and strength of reason, deli¬ 
neated the errors committed in its execution. 
Among these he did not omit to enumerate 
the silence and acquiescence of ministers, while 
France was occupied in constructing the stu¬ 
pendous works at Cherburgh. Nor did he less 
strongly arraign other features of the treaty, 
which regarded Ireland and the East Indies; 
leaving his audience, at the close, unable to de* 
tide whether he had most censured or applauded 
the administration, and subjecting himself to 
the imputation of having “spoken on both sides 
of the question.” From this charge he never¬ 
theless justified himself with ingenuity, during 
one of the subsequent debates. “ I am accused,” 
said Lord Lansdown, “of speaking on both 
sides, because I have not, from motives of 
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friendship towards ministers, forborne to state 
my objections to many parts of the measure 
under discussion; and because I have not, in 
complaisance to the opposition, withheld my tri¬ 
bute of applause to the principle. The fact is, 
that throughout life I have stood aloof from 
parties. It constitutes my pride and my prin¬ 
ciple, to belong to no faction; but to approve 
every measure on its own ground, free from all 
connexion. Such is my political creed.” His 
repartee to the Earl of Carlisle, who thought 
proper to reproach him with having apparently 
drawn many of the amicable sentiments that he 
professed towards France “ from the novels of 
a circulating library, or from sentimental come¬ 
dies,” turned the laugh on his side. That noble¬ 
man had, himself, composed some poetic and 
dramatic works, which, it was thought, would 
not secure him immortality. “ With regard,” 
observed the marquis, ** to the expressions ap¬ 
plied to the French nation and government, 
which I am supposed to have selected from sen¬ 
timental novels, or sentimental comedies, I can 
assure the noble earl, I never write either; but 
I entertain a profound respect for those who do” 

1 6th March. —Burke, while conducting the 
prosecution against Hastings, enjoyed the singu¬ 
lar advantage of being surrounded by a constel¬ 
lation of extraordinary men, whose talents were 
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devoted to his purposes, passions, and prejudices* 
He had only to select his instrument, while 
he superintended the execution. For bring¬ 
ing forward the present charge, he chose Sir 
James Erskine, a young Scotch baronet, 
who, in addition to considerable talents, stood 
in a dose degree of consanguinity to Lord 
Loughborough, his mother being the only sis¬ 
ter of that nobleman. Among the individuals 
whose great legal and parliamentary ability 
raised them to the British peerage under the 
reign of George the Third, none possessed more 
versatile faculties than Wedderbum, or more 
adapted to the atmosphere of a court. Though 
placed by the coalition administration, in 1783, 
at the head of the commissioners to whom the 
great seal was confided; and though he re¬ 
mained during ten years steadily attached to 
Lord North and Fox; yet he never rendered 
himself personally obnoxious either to the king 
or to Pitt. Early in 1793, when Lord Thurlow 
came to a decided rupture with that minister. 
Lord Loughborough succeeded to the dignity 
of chancellor. Being childless, having passed 
his sixtieth year, and entertaining no hope, of 
issue; — for he had been twice married; — he 
adopted the sons of his sister; and before he had 
held the great seal three years, he succeeded in 
procuring a new patent, entailing the barony 
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of Loughborough on his two nephews in suc¬ 
cession. Of these. Sir James Erskine was the 
eldest. Nor did his ambition rest satisfied with 
such an acquisition. Early in the present cen¬ 
tury, his patient assiduities, constant attendance 
on the king and queen, whom he commonly 
followed every autumn to Weymouth, and the 
devotion which he manifested towards them;— 
these courtly qualities were rewarded with an 
earldom, reverting, as in the former instance, to 
Sir James Erskine and his younger brother. 
Such marks of royal and ministerial favour, 
very rarely bestowed on any subject, prove 
how much superior was Wedderburn to Thur- 
low in the arts of ingratiation, whatever parity 
there might exist between them in their pro¬ 
fessional or parliamentary talents. Thurlow, 
who four times held the great seal under as 
many different administrations, only obtained 
a barony for his paternal nephew; while Wed- 
derbum made his sister’s son an earl, by the 
title of Rosslyn. 

Sir James Erskine developed with consider¬ 
able ability the charge confided to him, which 
principally regarded improvident or corrupt 
contracts made by Hastings. Those for pro¬ 
viding bullocks, elephants, opium, and many 
other articles furnished by individuals whom 
the governor-general favoured or patronized. 
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constituted the subjects of crimination. Among 
these censurable acts of expenditure, stood con¬ 
spicuous the augmentation of Sir Eyre Coote’s 
salary, as commander-in-chief, from sixteen 
thousand pounds a year to more than double 
that sum, which proposition was carried by 
Hastings in council. It formed nevertheless 
a singular fact, that not even his accusers 
attributed to him the smallest participation 
in the profits of any transaction enumerated; 
though it appeared that a relation of Mr. 
Francis, named Tilghman, who returned from 
Bengal in the same ship with him to Europe, 
shared in the advantages of the opium contract, 
one of those which produced the largest sum of 
money to the contractor. Francis, who did 
not attempt to contest the truth of the allega¬ 
tion, contented himself with challenging Major 
Scott to bring forward a specific charge on the 
subject. Pitt displayed on that night an ex¬ 
tent of intellect, memory, and powers of mind, 
so wonderful, while discussing the subject, that 
it might have been supposed he had passed his 
whole life in active employment on the banks 
of the Ganges. 

With the exception of Burke, of Francis, and 
of Major Scott, I doubt if any individual pre¬ 
sent, including even Dundas, possessed so accu¬ 
rate a knowledge of the countries and concerns 
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under examination. It might well, excite asto¬ 
nishment, how a man placed in his public situa¬ 
tion could find time to acquire, or to retain, 
such a mass of information ; on every point of 
which he reasoned with transcendent capacity, 
omitting not the minutest circumstance. The 
present Marquis of Cholmondeley, who never 
felt any predilection for Pitt, and who, I be¬ 
lieve, never once voted with him in the course 
of both their lives, yet did justice to his amaz¬ 
ing talents. Conversing with him on the sub¬ 
ject of that minister, about five years ago, 
Lord Cholmondeley said, “ Pitt once sent to 
me, requesting my attendance on urgent busi¬ 
ness. Sir John Anstruther brought me the 
message. I was then at the head of the Prince 
of Wales’s family, and I accordingly waited on 
him in Downing-street. The affair regarded a 
matter of accounts. I find it impossible to do 
justice to the perspicuity and rapidity of his 
calculations. In the course of a few minutes he 
went through and settled every item, leaving 
me lost in admiration at his ability.” This was 
the testimony of an opponent, and an enemy. 

Having followed Sir James Erskine, article 
by article, through all the branches of the 
charge, some of which he treated as undeserv¬ 
ing of investigation or destitute of foundation, 
Pitt finally proposed an amendment; offering 
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to concur with the motion inculpating Hastings, 
but only on three distinct points of accusation; 
namely, the two contracts, one for bullocks, the 
other for opium; and the encreased salary given 
to Sir Eyre Coote. At the same time, he sug¬ 
gested to Burke the propriety of his speedily 
coming to a determination respecting the charges 
which he intended still to bring forward, with 
a view to attaining the ends of substantial jus¬ 
tice. Burke, while he treated the minister’s 
last proposition as founded in amity, refused to 
concur in his amendment. Only two persons 
rose to speak in Hastings’s exculpation, one of 
whom was Major Scott. He admitted that 
sorhe of the contracts were matters of favour, 
particularly the contract for providing opium. 
But he observed, that if the profits of them 
all were as exorbitant in fact, as it had been 
attempted to prove, they would not collectively 
amount to more than one moiety of the gain 
arising to the contractors from the loan of a 
single year, negotiated in London, during the 
late unfortunate war. Yet Burke, who had 
menaced Lord North with impeachment for his 
corrupt loans, was now closely united with 
him: while Hastings, who saved India, lay 
under prosecution. The other individual who 
refused to concur in criminating the governor- 
general, was Dempster. He remarked, that 
VOL. II. s 



258 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1787. 

“ no man, however inimical he might be, had 
insinuated that one rupee of the various sums 
enumerated, ever found its way into Mr. Has¬ 
tings’s pocket.” These considerations produced 
no effect on the division. Burke having moved 
to include in the charge two other contracts, 
besides the three heads of accusation in which 
Pitt offered to concur, carried the question by 
nine votes, against the minister. Only twenty- 
six members, of which small number I was 
one, negatived Sir James Erskine’s motion, de¬ 
claring that “ the charge contained matter for 
impeaching Warren Hastings of high crimes 
and misdemeanors.” The majority did not ex¬ 
ceed sixty. 

22 nd March .—Notwithstanding Pitt’s entire 
or partial concurrence in so many of the charges, 
he displayed precisely at this time a generous 
indignation, when Francis attempted to render 
the committee appointed to draw up the arti¬ 
cles a vehicle for his purposes of calumnious 
malevolence. An individual named Mercer, 
having been called before that committee, with 
a view to prove from his deposition Hastings’s 
culpability in the contract for opium; Francis, 
to whom Mercer had addressed a letter full of 
the grossest reflections on the late governor- 
general, so managed the examination, as to 
have it entered at full length on their minutes. 
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By this unworthy artifice, he contrived to ren¬ 
der the house of commons his accomplices in 
recording a libel. Pitt, holding the letter in 
his hand, as it appeared in the printed minutes, 
commented on the whole proceeding with great 
severity. Francis attempted to justify himself 
by maintaining, that if he had only produced ~ 
an extract from Mercer’s letter, he might have 
been charged with suppression of evidence. 
Burke defended his conduct, and Sheridan ac¬ 
cused the minister with giving way to unbe¬ 
coming warmth. But Pitt contended that the do¬ 
cument had evidently been written at Francis’s 
suggestion; adding, that “ no degree of indig¬ 
nation could be too strong, where the house it¬ 
self had been made instrumental to an act of 
such palpable malice and injustice.” 

Under an imputation so severe, Francis, 
though possessing a high spirit, took no step to 
prove his innocence. Yet, with men actuated 
by such motives as Pitt imputed to them, 
did he nevertheless join in impeaching a great 
functionary, to whom the preservation of our 
dominions in India was as much due, as Gibral¬ 
tar was saved by Eliott, or Jamaica by Rodney. 
Of all Hastings’s enemies, Francis might be 
justly esteemed the most inveterate and impla¬ 
cable. He was likewise the most formidable, 
not only from his accurate local knowledge 
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obtained while on the spot, but by the compo¬ 
sition of his mind. Unlike Burke, Francis’s 
hatred, cool, sagacious, and controlled by his 
judgment, enabled him to direct his weapon 
with malignant skill. Burke’s rancour exhaust¬ 
ed itself in a torrent of invective, always deco¬ 
rated with classic allusions, frequently illumi¬ 
nated by wit and humour. Francis, like Junius, 
tore his victim with deliberate, scientific abi¬ 
lity ; was rarely carried away by passion, pre¬ 
served his enmity ever fresh, laboured with 
unceasing perseverance, and made his hostility 
felt by deeds still more than by words. Such 
was the different formation of the two men! 

To Sir James Erskine, after the interval of a 
few days, (like Homer’s heroes, supplying each 
other’s place,) succeeded Mr. Windham, who 
opened the sixth charge against Hastings, for 
“ violations or infractions of the treaty con¬ 
cluded by him with Fyzoola Khan, Nabob of 
Rohilcund.” He performed the task with that 
logical perspicuity, characteristic of his frame 
of mind, as well as of his style of eloquence, 
which always borrowed aid from metaphysical 
sources. Major Scott not only denied the ex¬ 
istence of the pretended grievances, which he 
endeavoured to disprove by a calm recital of 
the circumstances attending the whole transac¬ 
tion ; but he maintained that Fyzoola Khan 
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was one of the most indeperidant and happy 
native princes of Hindostan, having never re¬ 
ceived an injury of any kind from the British 
government. ** In fact,” added he, “ have the 
Princesses of Oude complained ? Has Fyzoola 
Khan sent home a complaint? The late go¬ 
vernor-general left Bengal above two years ago. 
More than ten weeks before the last packet dis¬ 
patched from Calcutta to England quitted the 
Ganges, intelligence had been there received of 
the charges brought forward against him in 
this assembly. There existed no impediment 
to the transmission of complaints. I have re¬ 
cently seen or received many letters from India, 
and not a single word is to be found accusing 
or inculpating Mr. Hastings. So much the 
reverse is the fact, that temples have even been 
erected to him at Benares.” 

Burke, who felt it necessary to answer Scott, 
did not fail to attack him with the arms of 
ridicule, pointed by taste and learning. “ I 
know not,” exclaimed he, “ whether the asser¬ 
tion relative to the temples constructed in ho¬ 
nour of Mr. Hastings merits belief. But I 
know that there are temples dedicated through¬ 
out India to two very dissimilar divinities; to 
Brama and to Vistnou, the protecting deities, 
from whom benefits are supposed to descend; 
and to the evil principle or power, whose enmity 
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and malignity are deprecated. Perhaps the tem¬ 
ple in question may be one of gratitude to the 
presiding divinities of Hindostan, for having 
removed a monster under whose tyranny the un¬ 
fortunate natives suffered so many evils. Oh! 
Templa quam dilecta!” Such were the wea¬ 
pons with which his enemies overwhelmed the 
man who had preserved India against a combi¬ 
nation of European and Asiatic foes. Dundas, 
though he differed on some essential points 
from Burke and Windham, yet concurred in 
opinion with them, that the charge contained 
criminal matter; while Pitt scarcely took part 
in the debate. Not a word was uttered except 
by Scott in Hastings’s defence; and on the 
division, only thirty-seven voices acquitted 
him. Ninety-six supported the motion. The 
chancellor of the exchequer then rising, pro¬ 
posed that a day should be named for bringing 
up the report on those charges to which the 
house had agreed, and for discussing the ques¬ 
tion of impeachment. After a short conversa¬ 
tion, the 2nd day of April was finally fixed on 
for the purpose. 

917th March. —Mr. Hamilton, who had already 
taken so active a part in Hastings’s favour, being 
of opinion that the time named for the agitation 
of this great subject was not sufficiently distant, 
endeavoured to interpose some delay. Equally 
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regardless of the effect which his speech might 
produce upon Pitt, or upon Burke, though 
connected by the closest ties of friendship with 
the former; in that imperious and dictatorial 
tone natural to him, he expressed his astonish¬ 
ment at the indecent precipitation which cha¬ 
racterized their deliberations. Then alluding to 
a proposition thrown out some weeks earlier, 
for taking measures to secure Hastings’s person 
and property as soon as the impeachment should 
be voted; ** I speak at present,” added he, “ in 
terms of restrained indignation respecting it. 
If I had given way to my emotions on its first 
mention in this assembly, I could not have an¬ 
swered for my expressions. I will now only 
say, that I believe there are very few persons 
existing who do not wish Mr. Hastings fully 
to participate in the benefits and blessings of 
nature with all the rest of mankind.” Profess¬ 
ing at the same time a readiness to modify his 
motion in any manner which might appear to 
meet the general sentiment of the house, he 
contented himself with a protest against fol¬ 
lowing up the report, by bringing forward the 
question of impeachment on one and the same 
evening. He was seconded by Mr.Yorke, then 
member for the county of Cambridge, now 
Earl of Hardwicke; a nobleman with whom I 
was much acquainted in early and middle life. 
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on the Continent, as well as in England. His 
father, Charles Yorke, who, overcome by the 
importunities of the present king, accepted the 
great seal, was second son of the celebrated 
Lord Chancellor Hardwicke. It is of Charles 
Yorke that Junius speaks, when, writing to the 
Duke of Grafton, on the 14th of February 1770, 
he says, “To what an abject condition have 
you laboured to reduce the best of princes, 
when the unhappy man who yields at last to 
such personal instance and solicitation as never 
can be fairly employed against a subject, feels 
himself degraded by his compliance, and is un¬ 
able to survive the disgraceful honours which 
his gracious sovereign had compelled him to 
accept! He was a man of spirit; for he had a 
quick sense of shame, and death has redeemed 
his character.” 

The transaction to which Junius here refers 
is one of the most tragical which has taken 
place in our time. Mr. Yorke closed his ex¬ 
istence in a manner strongly resembling the 
last scene of the lamented Sir Samuel Romilly. 
On his table lay the patent of his peerage (Ba¬ 
ron Morden), and near it the great seal, which, 
when affixed, would have added the only for¬ 
mality necessary to its legal completion. But, 
as not a trace of any such impression could 
be discovered on the wax, and it appearing 
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therefore certain that the chancellor had not 
chosen to accept the recompence of his political 
desertion, the title never received effect. This 
catastrophe took place on the 20th of January 
1770, three days subsequent to his audience of 
the king. While contemplating the fate of 
Mr. Yorke, overwhelmed under the legal dig¬ 
nity and the peerage, which constituted the 
supreme object of his ambition, we are remind¬ 
ed of Juvenal’s 

-“ Qui nimios optabat honores, 

Et mmias poscebat opes, numerosa parabat 
Excelsse turris tabulata, unde altior esset 
Casus, et impulses preeceps immane ruinse 1 ” 

The present Earl of Hardwicke, though he 
does not inherit the abilities of his father or 
grandfather; nor perhaps equal in talents either 
of his uncles, the second Lord Hardwicke, and 
Lord Dover; yet possesses a solid and culti¬ 
vated understanding, adorned by manners sim¬ 
ple, unassuming, and conciliating, united to an 
irreproachable moral character. Sprung from a 
family ennobled by the law, like the Marquis 
Camden, they both governed Ireland in diffi¬ 
cult times, and have both attained to the dis¬ 
tinction of the garter; an honour which has 
been rarely conferred, except on the nobility of 
antient descent, during the course of George 
the Third’s reign. After losing his father in 
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the manner related, he has had the misfortune 
likewise to survive his son, Lord Royston; 
who, at the age of twenty-four, was swallowed 
up in the waves of the Baltic, off the port of 
Memel, in 1808.—I return to the debate re¬ 
specting Hastings’s impeachment. 

The chancellor of the exchequer rose as soon 
as Mr.Yorke concluded; and though he mani¬ 
fested the utmost personal deference towards 
his friend Hamilton, yet he did not less stre¬ 
nuously condemn the proposition of delay. 
Burke, thus supported by the minister, directed 
all the severity of his remarks against Hastings. 
“ Let the house,” exclaimed he, “ recollect 
what species of criminal we have under our 
consideration! Let those who accuse us of 
precipitation, remember how many years we 
have been occupied with enquiries into Mr. 
Hastings’s conduct! And has he not himself, 
in that extraordinary performance read by him 
at our bar, and which he denominated his de¬ 
fence, demanded dispatch, while he deprecated 
every instant of delay ? The criminal charges 
in which this house has already concurred, are 
not simply high crimes and misdemeanors in 
the ordinary sense of the words: they are 
acts, at the bare mention of which our nature 
recoils with horror.” Burke concluded by pro¬ 
testing that longer forbearance in rendering 
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the person and property of the accused indi¬ 
vidual amenable to public justice, would be on 
their parts an act of criminal neglect. Hamil¬ 
ton, now finding himself abandoned by his 
friends, and opposed by Hastings’s prosecutors, 
requested permission to withdraw his motion; 
only adding that he was persuaded, when the 
report came before them, they would them¬ 
selves become sensible of the impropriety of 
determining the question of impeachment upon 
the same evening. 

28 th March .—This conversation (as it might 
be more properly termed, than debate) was fol¬ 
lowed on the subsequent day by a discussion 
of a very different nature. Beaufoy undertook 
to move the repeal of the Corporation and Test 
Acts; two of the strongest protecting barriers 
erected by our ancestors against innovation, 
either in the church or in the government. 
His speech comprehended every argument 
which ingenuity or reason could suggest, doath- 
ed in language of no ordinary elegance and 
energy ; tempered throughout by judgment as 
well as by moderation, and delivered with his 
characteristic oratorical cadence. From English 
history, from morals, from philosophy, no less 
than from sound policy and from religion, he 
drew, or attempted to draw, his inferences hi 
favour of the proposition. I have indeed wit- 
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nessed few more luminous displays of intellect 
in parliament; and I speak with perfect im¬ 
partiality, neither having voted with him on 
the occasion, nor being personally known to 
him except by a very slight acquaintance. As 
a striking illustration of the hardships imposed 
by the Test Act, Beaufoy cited the case of the 
celebrated and benevolent Mr. Howard, whom, 
he said, the proudest nation might be happy to 
call her own. “Yet even this excellent per¬ 
son,” continued he, “ renowned throughout 
Europe for his active philanthropy, having 
some few years ago taken on himself a trou¬ 
blesome and expensive civil employment, with¬ 
out the previous sacramental qualification en¬ 
joined by law, which his religious persuasion 
would not permit him to do, the penalties of 
the act are still impending over him. I fear 
that even now, on returning to his native coun¬ 
try, amidst the plaudits of an admiring world, 
it may be in the power of any desperate in¬ 
former, who is ready to take that road to 
wealth and to damnation which the legislature 
points out, to prosecute Mr. Howard to con¬ 
viction; thereby exposing him to all the pu¬ 
nishments inflicted on an outlaw, to the inde¬ 
lible dishonour of the British name.” It must 
be admitted that such a case would exhibit the 
severest commentary on the laws. Sir Henry 
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Hoghton seconded Beaufoy’s motion for a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house, to consider of the 
best mode for redressing the grievance which 
formed the subject of complaint. He was by 
creation one of the oldest baronets, as he was 
by election one of the most antient members of 
parliament in England; a rigid presbyterian, 
of ample fortune, adorned with the mildest 
manners, and whose character, without stain of 
any kind, served highly to recommend the pro¬ 
position. 

But Lord North resisted it in a speech, 
which, though much more concise than Beau¬ 
foy’s, made not a less deep impression on his 
hearers : an impression augmented by his per¬ 
sonal appearance, deprived of sight, and led in 
by his son. Colonel North. Those who recol¬ 
lected him only about six years earlier, in the 
plenitude of ministerial power, seated on the 
treasury bench, and who contrasted it with his 
present change of place, and his blindness, sur¬ 
rounded by the companions of his political fall; 
might contemplate a striking monument of the 
slippery foundations on which ambition con¬ 
structs its best-raised edifices. Far from coin¬ 
ciding in Beaufoy’s principles or assumptions, he 
besought the house not to repeal the Test Act, as 
being the great bulwark of our constitution, 
to which we were eminently indebted for our 
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freedom and tranquillity. “ With respect,” 
added he, " to the indignity of which the dis¬ 
senters complain, in not admitting them to 
offices unless they qualify by the act in ques¬ 
tion ; has not the country legislatively enacted, 
that no king or queen shall sit on the throne of 
these realms who refuses to take the Test Act?" 
“ What was the opinion of parliament in 1689, 
at the time of the revolution? That parlia¬ 
ment was alive to the miseries which we had 
recently experienced, and to the dangers which 
we had escaped. They deliberately reviewed 
all the laws, and they repealed every one ex¬ 
cept the Test Act, which they regarded as mere¬ 
ly a civil and political regulation, necessary for 
the security of the church and the preservation 
of the British constitution.” Lord North illus- 
' trated these facts and reasonings by tracing the 
conduct of James the Second, when aiming 
equally at arbitrary power, and at the intro¬ 
duction of popery; to the attainment of both 
which objects the Test Act formed his princi¬ 
pal or sole impediment. “ It brought,” con¬ 
tinued he, “ that ill-advised prince to the crisis 
of his fate. For, if he could once have pro¬ 
cured its repeal, tyranny would have stolen 
silently on, till it had struck so deep a root 
as to have rendered all endeavours ineffectual 
for our emancipation.” Shortly after pronoun- 
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ring this appeal to the good sense and consti¬ 
tutional loyalty of the house, indisposition 
compelled him to return home, without stay¬ 
ing to vote on the question. 

The chancellor of the exchequer, who fully 
coincided with him in opinion, did not omit to 
pay Lord North the highest compliments on 
the ability which he had displayed in discuss¬ 
ing and elucidating a question of such national 
importance. They were, I believe, the first 
spontaneous recognitions to that nobleman’s 
talents and principles which had fallen from 
the minister’s lips since he came into office. 
Fox took the contrary side; remarking, that 
however he might of late have been charged 
with the odium of coalition, it would not be 
imputable to him on that evening. With great 
acuteness, he endeavoured to demonstrate that 
religion did not form a proper test for politi¬ 
cal institutions; sustaining his assertion by the 
authority of Locke, and of other eminent 
writers. Then addressing himself to the dis¬ 
senters, he lavished high eulogiums on the 
motives which had regulated their public con¬ 
duct in preceding periods of our history; ex¬ 
horting them to persist in their applications 
to the legislature, which could not ultimately 
fail of success. “ I have considered myself,” 
added he, “ as honoured in acting with them 
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on many occasions; and if I thought there was 
any time in which they departed, from consti¬ 
tutional principles, I should refer that conduct to 
a very recent date. But I am determined to let 
them know, that however they may occasionally 
lose sight of their principles of liberty, I never 
will lose sight of my principles of toleration.” 
This pointed allusion to the part taken by the 
dissenters as a body, relative to the memorable 
East India Bill , did not escape Pitt’s animad¬ 
version. After declaring that no person re¬ 
spected them as individuals more than he did, 
and admitting that in their corporate capacity 
the nation owed them obligations, for the dis¬ 
position which they had evinced to resist the en¬ 
croachments of arbitrary power; he subjoined, 
“ If I were to name the time in which I con¬ 
ceive that they have exhibited the best proof 
of their attachment to national freedom, I 
should fix upon the precise period in which 
it is asserted that they lost sight of their ori¬ 
ginal principles.” Neither Burke nor Sheridan 
took any part in this debate, and on the divi¬ 
sion, Beaufoy’s motion was negatived by se¬ 
venty-eight votes; ninety-eight sustaining it, 
while the majority amounted to one hundred 
and seventy-six. 

2nd April. —With the month of April recom¬ 
menced the great business of the session. She- 
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ridan lending himself again to the animosity 
of Burke, undertook to open the charge against 
Hastings, relative to presents. The subject did 
not indeed afford him equal facilities of excit¬ 
ing either indignation or compassion, which 
he had derived from the sufferings of the Prin¬ 
cesses of Oude: but it enabled him neverthe¬ 
less to exhibit, under another form, his eloquent 
and seductive powers of oratory. Nor did he 
fail to enliven and to embellish the narrative of 
the governor-general’s asserted acts of corrup¬ 
tion, or of venality, by some of those descrip¬ 
tions, sketched with a master hand, and highly 
coloured, which Sheridan well knew how to 
compose in his closet. “ In reviewing Mr. 
Hastings’s line of action,” observed he, “ I have 
uniformly found it to originate from a wild, 
eccentric, ill-regulated mind. Now, haughty 
and lofty; now, mean and insidious. Gene¬ 
rous, just, artful, open, by fits and starts. At 
times, deceitful; at others, decided. Change¬ 
able in every thing, except in corruption. 
There, and only there, systematic, methodical, 
immutable. His revenge, furious as a tempest. 
Or a tornado. His corruption, a monsoon, a 
trade-wind, blowing regularly and constantly 
from one quarter.”—In this portrait, where the 
very similes are drawn from appropriate Asiatic 
phenomena, and where truth was rendered 
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subservient to stage effect; — for the house of 
commons might justly be regarded by him as a 
theatre, not less than Drury-lane; — he princi¬ 
pally studied to captivate and to enchain his 
hearers. No particle of the distempered, im¬ 
placable animosity by which Burke was ani¬ 
mated and impelled, really pervaded Sheridan’s 
bosom. Wit, antithesis, metaphor, irony, play¬ 
ed successively through his speeches. When 
describing the morality of the court of direc¬ 
tors, pourtrayed in their correspondence with 
the governor-general, he said it might be con¬ 
densed in these words. “ Forasmuch as you 
have accepted presents, we highly disapprove 
your conduct: but, inasmuch as you have Ap¬ 
plied them to the credit of our account, we 
exceedingly approve your conduct.” Even as¬ 
suming that the observation contained as much 
truth as it did humour, yet Mr. Hastings nei¬ 
ther being in the service of the crown, nor able 
to foresee that his enemies would bring him 
as a public culprit before parliament on his 
return to Europe,—was it just to impeach him 
for accommodating his conduct to the standard 
of morals recognized by his immediate em¬ 
ployers? The court of directors, not Has¬ 
tings, seem to have formed the proper objects 
of prosecution, if Sheridan’s assertion had been 
founded in reality. 
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Major Scott opposed to Sheridan's elegant 
declamation a dry, dear detail of facts, calcu¬ 
lated to extenuate, if not wholly to disprove, 
all his allegations. Unfortunately, as Scott's 
zeal and information were not in every instance 
accompanied with corresponding judgment, he 
exposed Hastings to a severe attack from a 
quarter where hitherto he had almost always 
found a defender. For, Scott having mention¬ 
ed among the drcu instances which proved the 
estimation in which the late governor-general’s 
public conduct was held by ministers, that 
since his return home, at a dinner given him 
by the East India Directors, various members 
of the board of control were present. Lord 
Mulgrave rose under great apparent agitation. 
“ I am anxious,” exdaimed he, “ to rescue Mr. 
Hastings from the shabby defence now set up 
for him. No man approves and applauds more 
than myself numerous parts of his administra¬ 
tion while in Bengal. But is it sufficient to 
say, in reply to serious charges, that when he 
was entertained by his employers, as a mark of 
their grateful satisfaction, some members of the 
effident Indian government dined in the same 
room ?” No doubt, Scott acted imprudently in 
alluding to the drcumstance; but there were 
persons who thought that Lord Mulgrave's 
anger was directed as much to condliate the 
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minister, as it arose from feelings of indignation 
against Hastings’s advocate. It was become 
evident that Pitt had determined to vote for 
the impeachment. Lord Mulgrave had very 
warmly opposed it in various stages. On the 
charge respecting Cheyt Sing, he had declared 
that, as an honest man, he could not coincide 
with the chancellor of the exchequer in the 
condemnation of Hastings. These differences 
of opinion might be productive of injurious 
personal consequences. The British peerage, 
which formed the great object of his ambition, 
the reward of his parliamentary service, lay in 
near prospect before him. In fact, he was sent 
to the upper house little more than three years 
afterwards, when the dissolution took place; 
and he had probably secured a promise of it 
at this time. How far the considerations here 
enumerated might sharpen his sense of the 
imprudence committed by Scott, must remain 
matter of conjecture. Mr. William Grenville 
concurred in sentiment with Lord Mulgrave. 
Both became peers in 1790. 

A singularity attending this debate was, that 
neither Fox or Burke on one side, nor Pitt or 
Dundas on the other, took any part in it. One 
hundred and sixty-five persons found Hastings 
guilty, while only fifty-four acquitted him. A 
new discussion then commenced, respecting the 
order of proceeding proper to be adopted by 
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the house. The chancellor of the exchequer 
gave it as his opinion, that the most advisable 
course to pursue, would be to refer the charges 
to a committee, who might select out of them 
the criminal matter, and frame it into articles 
of impeachment. Then, upon those articles, 
when reported, he proposed to move the ques¬ 
tion of impeachment itself. Fox maintained a 
contrary doctrine. He said that the next step 
to be taken, after agreeing to the report on the 
table, would be to send a message to the house 
of lords, signifying that “ the house of com¬ 
mons had resolved to impeach Mr. Hastings.” 
Adding, that “ they were preparing articles, 
and would send them up with all convenient 
dispatch.” Each sustained his opinion by ar¬ 
guments drawn from reason, substantial justice, 
and above all, from precedents; beginning with 
the case of the Earl of Danby, under Charles 
the Second; and concluding with the trial of 
the Lord Chancellor Macclesfield, under George 
the First. Burke having patiently listened to 
the two disputants with more suavity than he 
ordinarily displayed, gave his advice in favour 
of the minister’s mode of prosecution. Not, as 
he asserted, in compliance with his own judg¬ 
ment,—for he declared Fox’s proposition to be 
the most constitutional, — but with the intent, 
if possible, of securing unanimity. 

I freely confess, it appeared to me at the 
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time, and I still remain unaltered in my opi¬ 
nion, that Hastings’s defence was altogether 
ill-advised and injudicious; exposing him to 
the very evils which he might have avoided by 
a different line of action. If, instead of pre¬ 
tending to an immaculate purity, which no 
man in his perilous and elevated position could 
invariably maintain during twelve or thirteen 
years, he had adopted another mode of justifi¬ 
cation, he never would have been impeached. 
When accused of mal-administration, if he had 
contrasted the instances adduced with his emi¬ 
nent recognized services to the state;—if he had 
early authorized and enjoined his agent so to 
act, he would infallibly have disarmed Burke; 
or at the worst, he would probably have se¬ 
cured Pitt But ignorance, credulity, and pre¬ 
sumption were his guides. Unacquainted with 
the nature of the ground, and relying on royal 
favour, while his own mind acquitted him of 
any dereliction of his public duties; he threw 
himself boldly, but, as the event proved, most 
imprudently, on the current of parliament At 
first it seemed to support him; but as he ad¬ 
vanced, the stream became more shallow and 
rocky, till he was finally wrecked. His warm¬ 
est admirers and adherents were even obliged, 
in voting for him, to cover themselves with the 
very robe which he had thrown aside as un- 
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worthy of his use. They acquitted him, not 
because they considered the specific accusation 
brought forward to be without foundation in 
every particular instance; but because, balancing 
his faults, or his acts of severity, against his re¬ 
splendent public merits, they thought that he 
deserved honours and rewards, instead of pu¬ 
nishment. At least, such was the principle on 
which I acted throughout the whole prosecu¬ 
tion. So, as I know, did many others. Burke 
profited of Hastings’s error, to attack him. Pitt 
availed himself of it, to abandon him. Dundas, 
who took a less prominent part, calmly beheld 
the only individual who could emulate the 
place which he himself filled at the East India 
Board, plunge into an ocean of embarrassments. 
It is true that he was ultimately acquitted. 
But, how feeble a reparation did his acquittal 
constitute for years of accusation, attendance^ 
and vexation, exposed to the eloquent invec¬ 
tives of Burke, Fox, and Sheridan! I repeat, 
Hastings became the victim, not of his crimes, 
or of his oppressions committed in the East. It 
was his own imprudence, and want of able 
counsellors, that brought him into Westminster 
Hall. 

3rd April .—When the house met for the pur¬ 
pose of appointing a committee to draw up ar¬ 
ticles of impeachment, Burke inveighed against 
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any attempt to alledge Mr. Hastings’s merits, as 
a set-off against direct, criminal, personal charges. 
Where general criminality was imputed, he 
admitted that it might be fair to plead general 
services; but, in a case where specific articles 
of accusation had been exhibited, it became the 
duty of parliament to put the party accused 
upon his trial, without regard to any merits 
that he might plead, or even possess. Mr. 
Hastings, he observed, had declared his disdain 
of any benefit that might result from bringing 
forward his public services, either as an ex¬ 
tenuation, or as a justification, of his conduct. 
Major Scott rising immediately, avowed that 
he never had for an instant, at any period of 
the prosecution, entertained an idea of pleading 
Mr. Hastings’s merits, as a set-off against delin¬ 
quencies. “ I have uniformly opposed all the 
charges,” continued he, “ because I conscien¬ 
tiously believe that the late governor-general 
merited thanks and recompences for those very 
acts which here have been made grounds of 
impeachment.” In order to corroborate this 
declaration, which, he said, was equally the sen¬ 
timent of Hastings, Scott read, by permission 
of the assembly, a paper, in which he thus ex¬ 
pressed himself on the point: “ If it shall be 
resolved that there is ground for impeaching 
me, I presume the resolution of impeachment 
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ought to follow of course; as the only mode of 
satisfying the national justice, on the supposi¬ 
tion of my guilt; or to clear my character, in 
the alternative of my innocence.” Hastings 
concluded by requesting those members who 
had not thought him culpable, yet, if the house 
should resolve on the report, to charge him 
with crimes and misdemeanors; in that event 
to unite with his prosecutors, for the purpose 
of bringing him to legal trial. 

The resolutions being severally read, and the 
question put upon each, not a word was uttered 
in opposition to them. Burke then moved the 
appointment of a committee to prepare articles 
of impeachment. Their names, at the head of 
which list appeared his own, were selected by 
himself, to the number of twenty. I have had 
occasion to mention the far greater part of 
them in the course of these memoirs. One 
only was rejected on a division; I mean, Francis, 
whose implacable hostility to Hastings render¬ 
ed him, in the judgment of a large majority, 
unfit to fill the office of a manager on the ap¬ 
proaching trial. He seemed, indeed, to display 
a most indecorous and malignant spirit of en¬ 
mity, in wishing to assume so prominent a part 
on the prosecution of a man with whom, as a 
member of the supreme council, he had differed 
in opinion upon almost every public measure. 
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and by whom he had been wounded in a duel. 
Yet Francis complained of his exclusion, as the 
result of malicious insinuations industriously cir¬ 
culated by his enemies. Only eight individuals 
of the twenty survive at the time when I am 
now writing, in April 1819; among whom are 
the four Earls, of Rosslyn, Chichester, Lauder¬ 
dale, and Grey, together with Lord St. John of 
Bletsoe. George Augustus North, Lord North’s 
eldest son, filled a place in the committee, not 
from respect to his talents or eloquence, but as 
a testimony of his father’s approval of, and co¬ 
operation in, the impeachment. Welbore Ellis 
and General Burgoyne rather lent their names, 
than afforded any efficient aid, to the cause. 
So did Frederic Montagu, whose correct infor¬ 
mation on all matters of parliamentary form or 
order, when added to his high character for in¬ 
tegrity, served to grace the catalogue. Invita¬ 
tions were given by Burke, to the chancellor 
of the exchequer, and to Dundas, soliciting each 
of them to become members of the committee; 
but, after joining Hastings’s enemies to col¬ 
lect the combustible materials, they judici¬ 
ously left to others the task of commencing the 
conflagration. 

4>th —1 6th ApriL —During the period of the 
parliamentary recess at Easter, great changes took 
place in the councils of France; Yergennes’s death 
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being followed, after a short interval of time, 
by Calonne’s dismission. Whatever might be 
the defects of the controller-general’s private or 
public character, (and I readily admit that they 
were numerous;) he unquestionably fell a vic¬ 
tim to his enlightened but imprudent propo¬ 
sitions for the amelioration of the finances. 
Without first securing a majority in the assem¬ 
bly of the “notables,” he brought forward a 
measure, pregnant indeed with national bene¬ 
fit, but, most repugnant to the pride and 
egotism, no less than it would have been severe 
in its operation on the property, of the privi¬ 
leged orders. His proposition for imposing a 
territorial impost, analogous to our land-tax, 
to be levied without distinction from every 
class of subjects, must have poured into the 
royal treasury a sum of more than four millions 
sterling annual revenue. The plan was worthy 
of Colbert, and if it had been realized, would 
have extricated the sovereign, sustained the 
throne, and prevented, or at least mitigated, 
revolution. Unfortunately, the nobility, the 
clergy, and the magistracy or parliaments, 
blind to their own real interests, and ripe for 
the destruction which impended over them, 
refused to sacrifice a part of their possessions, 
in order to preserve the remainder. The pro¬ 
jected tax, which would have forced the peers. 
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and even the princes of the blood, to contribute 
in the same proportion with the mechanic or 
the peasant, met with general opposition. Ca- 
lonne, unable to surmount so formidable a com¬ 
bination, found it necessary to resign, over¬ 
whelmed by his own unpopularity, while me¬ 
ditating to extricate France from financial em¬ 
barrassment. 

A circumstance, trifling in itself, which took 
place about this time, serves nevertheless forci¬ 
bly to demonstrate the aversion felt towards him 
by the inhabitants of the capital, as well as their 
characteristic levity. The tester of Calonne’s 
bed having fallen upon him during the night, to¬ 
gether with a portion of the ceiling of the room, 
he narrowly escaped suffocation. All Paris, 
when the fact became known, exclaimed, “ Juste 
Ciel!” The tester of a bed is denominated in 
French, le del du lit. After undergoing some 
marks of royal displeasure, he was permitted to 
withdraw into England. With him may be 
said to have commenced the emigration which 
soon became so general; and from his fall we 
may date the beginning of the revolution, 
though the Bastile was not attacked and taken 
till more than two years after Calonne’s dis¬ 
mission. Lomenie de Brienne, archbishop of 
Toulouse, a prelate whose abilities were at 
that time highly estimated, succeeded to the 
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vacant place at the head of the finances. The 
Duke of Dorset, writing to me from Paris on 
the 24th of May 1787, says, “ The Archbishop 
of Toulouse is said to be a clever man; but I 
believe him to be very much over-rated.” Time 
soon confirmed the embassador’s opinion. Even 
the appointment of an ecclesiastic to so emi¬ 
nent a post, at such a moment, was by no 
means calculated to calm the national agitation, 
or to sustain the tottering foundations of the 
monarchy. 

20 th April .—But the attention of parliament, 
and of all England, was suddenly diverted at 
this time into a new channel, by the debts of 
the Prince of Wales; which, within the space 
of less than four years, were become intoler¬ 
ably oppressive to himself. All application to 
the sovereign for assistance being found ineffec¬ 
tual, it was determined by his secret advisers, 
at whose head presided Lord Loughborough, 
Fox, and Sheridan, to throw him at once on 
the generosity of the house of commons. 
Alderman Newnham, who, in the course of the 
preceding session, when the subject of his 
royal highness’s pecuniary embarrassments was 
agitated, had expressed his conviction that the 
income of the heir-apparent could not be found 
adequate to the support of his dignity, was 
again selected on the present occasion. Hepos- 
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sessed neither eloquence, nor public considera¬ 
tion, that seemed to qualify him for so delicate 
an office; but, as one of the representatives for 
the city of London, he might be supposed to 
speak the sentiments of his constituents. Newn- 
ham, addressing himself across the table to the 
chancellor of the exchequer, requested to be 
informed whether it was the intention of minis¬ 
ters to bring forward any proposition for rescu¬ 
ing the Prince of Wales from his very dis¬ 
tressed situation. He added, that the question 
thus asked did not originate in personal curio¬ 
sity ; as, according to the nature of the answer 
returned, he might find it expedient to ground 
a parliamentary proceeding. Pitt, thus inter¬ 
rogated, replied very laconically, that it not 
being his duty to open such a subject, except 
by command of his majesty, it was only neces¬ 
sary for him to say that he had received no 
such directions. The alderman then gave no¬ 
tice, that on the 4th of the ensuing month, he 
would propose to the consideration of the house 
a motion relative to the Prince of Wales. Here 
terminated the conversation. 

24 th April. —Public curiosity being univer¬ 
sally excited by the expected agitation of a 
question, in which the king and his eldest son 
must form the two opposite parties; and which 
might in its progress give rise to the most 
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painful disclosures; Pitt endeavoured, about 
four days later, either wholly to avert it; or, 
if that should be found impracticable, at least 
to ascertain the nature of the intended motion. 
Rising for the purpose, after alluding to the de¬ 
licacy of the subject itself, he expressed a wish 
to know whether the honourable magistrate 
still persisted in forcing it forward on the at¬ 
tention of the house. “ If he retained his de¬ 
termination,” the minister added, “ at least its 
scope and tendency ought to be stated.” Newn- 
ham replied that he did not force forward a dis¬ 
cussion, which was propelled by its own weight: 
that he had not yet decided on the precise form 
in which he should vest his proposition; but 
that its object would be to rescue the Prince 
of Wales from his actual pecuniary difficulties. 
The minister sarcastically observing, that it 
was singular to have given notice of a motion , 
without previously determining what it should 
be; especially as it regarded a matter of such 
gravity and novelty; Fox came forward to 
Newnham’s assistance. Having concurred in 
the latter part of Pitt’s observation. Fox sub¬ 
joined his hopes, that on account of the ne¬ 
cessity which would arise for investigating the 
causes of his royal highness’s distress, the bu¬ 
siness itself might be anticipated, and some act 
performed which must supersede the proposed 
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motion. “ I admit,” answered the chancellorof 
the exchequer, “ the necessity of investigation; 
and precisely for that reason, combined with 
my profound respect for the illustrious family 
concerned in it, I would, if possible, prevent 
discussion. The information which I possess 
on the point, renders me peculiarly desirous 
of avoiding it; but, if a determination should 
be manifested to bring it before this assem¬ 
bly, I shall, however distressing it may be to 
myself as an individual, discharge my public 
duty by entering fully into the subject.” 

27 th April .—These reciprocal menaces soon 
led to more determined indication? of hostility. 
Newnham having announced that his inten¬ 
tion was “ to move an address to the throne, 
entreating his majesty to enquire into the 
prince’s embarrassed situation, and to rescue 
him from itRolle, who, though he furnished 
in his own person matter for political and 
poetic ridicule, yet represented a great county; 
and who, however coarse in his language he 
might be, wanted not intelligence or firmness 
in the discharge of his parliamentary duties; 
instantly expressed his disapprobation of the 
proposed motion. “ It is,” continued he, “ a 
proposition which tends immediately to affect 
our constitution, both in church and state. If 
therefore it should ever be brought forward. 
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I will, as soon as the honourable magistrate 
sits down, move the previous question ;—for I 
am decidedly of opinion that it ought not to 
be discussed within these walls.” Fox being 
absent on that evening, (not, as he afterwards 
declared, premeditatedly, with a view of avoid¬ 
ing the mention of such a topic; but because 
he was unacquainted with the intention to 
agitate it;)—Sheridan took on himself to jus¬ 
tify the appeal to parliament. “A county 
member,” exclaimed he, “ stands forward, and 
calls on the country gentlemen to aid him in 
opposing a discussion which may affect our 
constitution in church and state. The subject is 
doubtless in itself momentous; but dark insi¬ 
nuations have been thrown out, in order to 
magnify its importance. They have even been 
used as arguments to deter his royal highness’s 
friends from introducing any measure likely 
to produce an enquiry into his conduct, under 
the penalty of disclosing alarming facts. — I 
am however confident, and I speak from au¬ 
thority, when I assert that he wishes every part 
of his conduct to be laid open, without ambi¬ 
guity or concealment. Such is the unequivocal 
reply which the illustrious personage would 
himself give, as a peer of parliament, if this 
subject should ever be agitated in another as¬ 
sembly.” 
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Not in the least degree intimidated by She¬ 
ridan’s speech, Rolle replied that no man pre¬ 
sent felt more loyalty towards his sovereign, or 
towards the heir-apparent, than himself. “ Ne¬ 
vertheless,” added he, “ if a motion is proposed, 
which I hold to be improper, I shall act as 
becomes an independent country gentleman. 
I expect nothing from his majesty, nor from his 
successor. I will therefore fulfil my duty, by 
opposing a proposition which may produce se¬ 
rious differences between the father and the son.” 
The sincerity of this concise and lofty declare 
tion of disinterestedness, worthy of Andrew 
Marvel, or of Shippen, must yet be liable to 
some sort of doubt; since, only nine years 
afterwards, the member for Devon kissed hands 
at St. James’s, on being raised by Pitt to the 
British peerage. And it is difficult to sup¬ 
pose, that even at the time when he professed 
so much indifference to the honours which 
emanate from the throne, he had not in view 
to obtain a seat in the upper house. Various 
persons now interposed, to deprecate the fur¬ 
ther discussion of so momentous a question. 
Among them Powis rose, who, however ele¬ 
vated might be his motives, nourished in his 
bosom a systematic ambition, not incompatible 
with an ardent desire of promoting the public 
welfare. In urgent terms he implored of 
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Newnham npt to prosecute his threatened in¬ 
tention ; adding, that he ought to entreat per¬ 
mission to withdraw his notice. But Sheri¬ 
dan instantly appealed to the chancellor of the 
exchequer, whether, by adopting such a course, 
the prince would not seem to concede to terror, 
what he had refused to argument. Under 
these circumstances, the minister, after again 
expostulating both with Newnham, and with 
Sheridan, on the impropriety of persisting to 
bring forward a proposition big with public 
mischief; finding all his efforts for prevent¬ 
ing it fruitless, contented himself with de¬ 
claring, that the particulars to which he had 
alluded during a former debate, as necessary 
to be stated by him to the house, related 
solely to a correspondence that had taken place 
respecting the pecuniary embarrassments of 
the prince, and had no reference to any extra¬ 
neous facts. 

3<M h April .— Fox, who, as I have already 
observed, had not been present at this debate, 
attended in Uis place when the subject was 
resumed, and performed the principal part; 
speaking in the name, and by the immediate 
authority of the heir-apparent. Mrs. Fitzher- 
bert formed, in fact, the prominent object of 
enquiry, though she was not brought to the 
bar, and personally interrogated, as we have 
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beheld another female treated in 1809. Fox 
having expatiated on the hardship of the Prince 
of Wales's situation, and declared his royal 
highness’s readiness to state every particular of 
the debts which he had incurred, next adverted 
to Rolle’s allusion. Without naming any in¬ 
dividual, he stigmatized the report itself as 
“a low malicious calumny, destitute of all 
foundation, impossible ever to have happened, 
and propagated with the sole view of depre¬ 
ciating the prince’s character in the estimation 
of the country.” Rolle readily admitted its 
legal impossibility, but he maintained that there 
were modes in which it might have taken place. 
He added, that the matter had been discussed in 
newspapers, all over the kingdom, impressing 
with deep concern every individual who vene¬ 
rated the British constitution. Fox replying, 
that he denied it in point of fact, as well as of 
law, the thing never having been done in any 
way; Rolle demanded, “ Whether he spoke 
from direct authority ?” To this question Fox 
answered decidedly in the affirmative; and here 
the dialogue terminated. Neither the chancellor 
of the exchequer, nor any other member pre¬ 
sent, took part in it; silence pervading the: 
house, which, as well as the gallery, was crowd¬ 
ed to. the utmost degree. Mrs. Fitzherbert 
being now disclaimed as the wife of the Prince 
of Wales, in the most formal terms, by a per- 
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son who came expressly commissioned for the 
purpose, on behalf of the personage principally 
Interested, and Rolle making no reply, a sort 
of pause ensued; the debate, as far as it regard¬ 
ed the supposed matrimonial union or contract 
in question, seeming to be at an end. 

Such would probably have been the fact;—for 
Fox, satisfied with exposing the falsity of the 
imputation, never once opened his lips during 
the remainder of the discussion. But Sheridan, 
who always manifested an aversion towards 
Rolle, observed that, after the explicit answer 
given on the present occasion, it would be most 
unhandsome in the member for Devon not to 
express his satisfaction. Finding nevertheless 
that no disposition was manifested to comply 
with his demand; Rolle simply remarking, that 
he had certainly received an answer, and that 
the house must form their own opinion of its 
propriety; Sheridan returned with more per¬ 
sonality to the charge. “ Such a line of con¬ 
duct,” he said, “ was neither candid, nor manly; 
and the house ought therefore to resolve it sedi¬ 
tious, as well as disloyal, to propagate reports 
injurious to the character of the Prince of 
Wales.” Rolle however refused to concede, or 
to. declare any conviction on the subject. “ I 
did not invent these reports,” answered he, 
“ but I heard them, and they made an impres¬ 
sion on my mind. In order to ascertain how 
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far they had any foundation, I put the ques¬ 
tion ; and in so doing, I am convinced that I 
have not acted in an unparliamentary manner.” 
The chancellor of the exchequer, who during 
the course of Rolle’s interrogatory to Fox had 
not interposed, now rose; and with great ani¬ 
mation arraigned Sheridan’s proceeding, as the 
most unqualified attack which he had ever wit¬ 
nessed on the freedom of debate. “ Those,” 
added Pitt, “ who exhibit such warmth on the 
present occasion, ought rather to acknowledge 
their obligation to the individual who has sug¬ 
gested a question which produced so explicit a 
declaration on this interesting subject:—a de¬ 
claration which must give complete satisfaction, 
not only to him, but to the whole house.” 

Rolle’s tenacity in withholding his assent to 
the satisfactory nature of Fox’s answer, was 
equally displayed by Sheridan, on Pitt’s attempt 
to force from him the avowaL With uncom¬ 
mon ingenuity he endeavoured to demonstrate, 
that Rolle having received an explicit denial of 
his insinuation, was bound either to admit his 
error, or to adopt measures for discovering the 
truth. “ It would,” continued he, ** be aggra¬ 
vating the malicious falsehood circulated, to as¬ 
sert that the Prince of Wales had authorised a 
false denial of the fact. Even the minister him¬ 
self is obliged to assume that the honourable 
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member must be satisfied, as be has not had suffi¬ 
cient candour to make the acknowledgment.” 
Thus pressed, Rolle once more rose, and after 
observing that his affection for the heir-apparent 
dictated the question put by him, he added, 
*« The honourable gentleman has not heard me 
say I am unsatisfied” Grey vainly endeavoured 
by a repetition of Sheridan’s arguments, couched 
in still more intemperate language, to elicit from 
Bolle a less equivocal recognition. But Pitt, 
indignant at the expressions used by Grey, re¬ 
pelled his attempt with great warmth. While 
the chancellor of the exchequer disclaimed every 
idea of menace, he persisted to declare that all 
those to whom the harmony and the happiness 
of the royal family were dear, ought to join 
with him in deprecating the threatened discus¬ 
sion ; or, if it could not be prevented, at least to 
give it the most decided opposition. “ No pos¬ 
sible necessity,” concluded he, “ can be pleaded 
for recurring to this assembly on a subject 
which in propriety, as well as in decency, ought 
to originate with the crown; since I know that 
there exists no want of becoming readiness in an¬ 
other quarter, to do every thing which ought to be 
done in the business” With this declaration, 
which seemed, if it was improved, to open a 
door for mutual concession, the debate closed; 
each party professing a determined intention of 
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trying the issue, and both sides anticipating a 
favourable result. 

May .—But a variety of considerations hap¬ 
pily conduced to prevent a collision apparently 
so imminent, and which would have been sub¬ 
ject of just regret if it had taken place. The 
question at issue regarding the royal family ex¬ 
clusively, could not be contemplated in the light 
of a common ministerial measure; and many 
individuals who usually supported government, 
would probably have voted on the contrary side. 
Fox’s formal and direct disavowal of Mrs. Fitz- 
herbert’s marriage operated to conciliate others; 
who, when no longer indisposed towards the 
prince, on account of this supposed infraction of 
the laws, might incline to encrease his income, 
and even to liquidate his debts. There were not 
wanting persons who thought his annual allow¬ 
ance too scanty for the heir to the British throne. 
Conscientious men considered the king’s con¬ 
duct scarcely justifiable, in appropriating to his 
own use the revenues of the duchy of Cornwall, 
during the minority of his son, and refusing to 
render any account of their expenditure after 
he became of age. His majesty asserted, in¬ 
deed, that they had been expended on the 
prince’s education; but it was answered, that 
provision had been made for that national ob¬ 
ject, which was included in the civil list. A 
statesman, especially if he was a minister, might 
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probably have decided in favour of the sove¬ 
reign. I believe that a rigid moralist would 
nevertheless have determined on the other side. 
Pitt’s own parliamentary experience had shown 
him, that he could not always calculate on a 
majority. He had been compelled to abandon 
the Westminster scrutiny, and to desist from pro¬ 
secuting the Duke of Richmond’s plan of forti¬ 
fications. The grace and affability of the prince, 
when combined with the festivities of Carlton- 
house; contrasted too as they were with the 
seclusion of George the Third’s mode of life; 
contributed to attract followers. These facts, 
which could not escape either Pitt’s or Dun- 
das’s attention, were enforced, and placed before 
them in the strongest point of view, by the 
Duchess of Gordon. Few women have per-r 
formed a more conspicuous part, or occupied a 
higher place than herself, on the public theatre 
of fashion, politics, and dissipation, between the 
period of which I am writing, and the .close of 
Pitt’s first administration; a term of about 
fourteen-years. I shall speak of her with great 
impartiality, from long personal acquaintance. 
She was one of the three daughters of Sir Wil¬ 
liam Maxwell of Monteith, a Scotch baronet; 
and the song of “ Jenny of Monteith,” which I 
have heard the present Duke of Gordon sing, 
was composed to celebrate her charms. 

In my estimate of female attractions, she 
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always wanted one essential component part of 
beauty. Neither in her person, manners, or 
mind, was there any feminine expression. She 
might have aptly represented the Juno of Ho¬ 
mer; but not Horace’s “ O, quae beatam Diva 
tenes Cyprum!” Her features, however noble, 
pleasing, and regular, always animated, con¬ 
stantly in play, never deficient in vivacity or 
intelligence, yet displayed no timidity. They 
were sometimes overclouded by occasional 
frowns of anger or vexation, much more fre¬ 
quently lighted up with smiles. Her conversa¬ 
tion bore a very strong analogy to her intellec¬ 
tual formation. Exempted by her sex, rank, 
and beauty, from those restraints imposed on 
woman by the generally recognized usages of 
society, the Duchess of Gordon frequently dis¬ 
pensed with their observance. Unlike the 
Duchess of Devonshire, who, with the tumult 
of elections, faro, and party triumphs, could 
mix love, poetry, and a passion for the fine 
arts; the Scottish duchess reserved all the ener¬ 
gies of her character for ministerial purposes. 
Desirous of participating in the blessings which 
the treasury alone can dispense, and of enroll¬ 
ing the name of Gordon, with those of Pitt and 
of Dundas; if not in the rolls of fame, at least 
in the substantial list of court favour and bene¬ 
faction ; the administration did not possess a 
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more active or determined partizan. Her dis¬ 
cernment enabled her to perceive that Fox, 
whatever dignities or employments might be 
reserved for him by fortune under the reign of 
George the Fourth, would probably remain ex¬ 
cluded from power so long as the sceptre re- 
mained in the possession of George the Third. 
This principle or conviction seemed never to be 
absent from her mind. 

Her conjugal duties pressed cm her heart 
with less force, than did her maternal solici¬ 
tudes. In her daughters centered principally 
her ambitious cares. For their elevation, no 
sacrifices appeared to her to be too great, no 
exertions too laborious, no renunciations too 
severe. It would indeed be vain to seek for 
any other instance in our history, of a woman 
who has allied three of her five daughters in 
marriage to £ngKsh dukes, and the fourth to a 
marquis. Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough, so 
powerful under the last queen of the Stuart 
race, and who had likewise five daughters, ob¬ 
tained for them only two dukes and three 
earls in marriage. Yet they were the children 
of the illustrious John Churchill, and on them 
was respectively settled, by act of parliament, 
the dukedom, and Blenheim. The ladies in 
question inherited nothing, not even their mo¬ 
ther's personal beauty; or at least, only in a 
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diminished degree. To that mother, and to her 
solely, they owed their great matrimonial alli¬ 
ances. The Dukes of Richmond, and of Man¬ 
chester ; banished under the name of governors, 
the first, to the snowy banks of the St. Lau¬ 
rence, and the other, to the oppressive climate 
of Jamaica; are both paying, at this hour, the 
penalty of those imprudent, if not unfortunate 
matches. Georgiana, youngest of the five, 
whom the duchess carried over to Paris in 
1802, and whose hand she had destined for 
Eugene Beauhamois, in the subsequent year 
became Duchess of Bedford. Bonaparte, then 
first consul, and already anticipating an im¬ 
perial crown, meditated a higher alliance for 
Eugene than the family of Gordon could offer, 
however antient or illustrious may be its rank 
in the Scottish peerage; and he expressed his 
decided disapprobation of any such meditated 
union. Three years later, having by the pleni¬ 
tude of his usurped power saluted the Duke of 
Bavaria as a king, he exacted the sacrifice of 
the new sovereign’s eldest daughter, for Jo¬ 
sephine’s son, nominated viceroy of Italy. 

As early as the year 1787, Dundas had at¬ 
tained a commanding influence, which no.other 
individual ever acquired over Pitt’s mind. With 
the members of the cabinet Pitt maintained 
only a political union: Dundas was his compa- 
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nion, with whom he passed, not merely his 
convivial hours, but to whom he confided his 
cares and embarrassments. Dundas possessed 
a villa near London, at Wimbledon, where he 
was accustomed to repair after debates, for the 
purpose of sleeping out of town. Pitt, on quit¬ 
ting the treasury bench, used to throw himself 
into Dundas’s post-chaise, and to accompany him. 
At whatever hour they arrived, they sate down 
to supper; never failed to drink each his bottle; 
and the minister found his sleep more sound, as 
well as more refreshing, at Wimbledon, than in 
Downing-street. However violent might have 
been the previous agitation of his mind, yet in 
a very few minutes after he laid his head on 
the pillow, he never failed to sink into profound 
repose. So difficult, indeed, was it to awaken 
him, that his valet usually shook him before he 
could be roused from sleep. One of his private 
secretaries used to affirm that no intelligence, 
however distressing, had power sufficient to 
break his rest. On that account, he never locked 
or bolted the door of his bed-chamber. I recol¬ 
lect a circumstance which took place, several 
years subsequent to this time;—it happened in 
1796;—strongly corroborative of the above facts. 
Pitt having been much disturbed by a variety 
of painful political occurrences, drove out to 
pass the night with Dundas at Wimbledon. 
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After supper, the minister withdrew to his 
chamber, having given his servant directions to 
call him at seven, on the ensuing morning. No 
sooner had he retired, than Dundas, conscious 
how much his mind stood in need of repose, 
repaired to his apartment, locked the door, and 
put the key in his pocket; at the same time 
enjoining the valet on no consideration to dis¬ 
turb his master, but to allow him to sleep as 
long as nature required. It is a truth that Pitt 
neither awoke, nor called any person, till half- 
past four in the afternoon of the following day; 
when Dundas entering his room together with 
his servant, found him still in so deep a sleep, 
that it became necessary to shake, in order to 
awaken him. He had slept uninterruptedly 
during more than sixteen hours. 

I have already remarked elsewhere, that Dun¬ 
das, beneath the appearance of unguarded, open 
manners, knew how to mature, and when ne¬ 
cessary, how to conceal, the most solid projects 
of ambition. Managing Scotland, while he 
controlled India, find looking forward to the 
British peerage as his certain reward, he kept 
his eye fixed invariably on Pitt. With con¬ 
summate ability he adapted his conduct, as well 
as his conversation, to the peculiar structure of 
that minister's mind, on which adulation would 
only have produced effects injurious to his own 
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plans. Dundas guided Pitt on many points, 
and influenced him upon almost every mea¬ 
sure ; but he effected it by never dictating 
upon any matter. When discussing public bu¬ 
siness, he commonly affected to embrace ideas 
contrary to the opinion which he knew or be¬ 
lieved Pitt to have formed upon the subject. 
After contesting the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer’s arguments, Dundas usually concluded by 
adopting his sentiments, as if from real convic¬ 
tion. This ingenious species of flattery proved 
irresistible, under the control of judgment. The 
Duchess of Gordon, who lived in habits of 
great intimacy with them both, entertained 
about the same time the project of manying 
her eldest daughter to the first minister. Lady 
Charlotte Lenox was then about eighteen years 
of age; and though not a Hebe, yet her youth, 
her high birth, and her accomplishments, might, 
not improbably, as her mother thought, effect 
his conquest. In fact, Pitt, however little con¬ 
stitutionally inclined to the passion of love, yet 
manifested some partiality towards her, and 
showed her many attentions. 

The duchess, desirous of improving so fa¬ 
vourable a commencement, used to drive to 
Wimbledon, accompanied by Lady Charlotte, 
at times when she knew that Pitt was there. 
But Dundas, than whom few men were more 
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clear-sighted; and who by ho means wished his 
friend to form a matrimonial connexion, which 
must have given the duchess a sort of maternal 
ascendant over him; determined to counteract 
her design. For that purpose, he could devise 
no expedient more efficacious, than affecting a 
disposition to lay his own person and fortune at 
Lady Charlotte’s feet. He was then a widower, 
having been divorced from his first wife. Pitt, 
who never had displayed more than a slight in¬ 
clination towards the lady, ceased his assidui¬ 
ties ; and Dundas’s object being answered, his 
pretensions, which never were clearly pronoun¬ 
ced, expired without producing any ostensible 
effect. Singular, or doubtful as these facts may 
appear, I have good reason for believing them 
to be founded in truth. They came from high 
authority. Two years later, the Duchess of 
Gordon succeeded in procuring for her the hand 
of Colonel Lenox, since become Duke of Rich¬ 
mond. 

1$/—4 th May. —The concluding words of the 
minister’s speech on the 30th of April, suffi¬ 
ciently indicated that at St. James’s there ex¬ 
isted a disposition to accommodate matters, 
without making disclosures in the house of 
commons, equally painful to the king, and to 
the prince. It only required a friendly inter¬ 
position to animate this inclination. The Duch- 
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ess of Gordon undertook the office. She passed 
a part of almost every evening in society with 
the heir-apparent, whom she was accustomed in 
conversation to treat with the utmost freedom, 
even upon points of great delicacy. Her ex¬ 
hortations and. remonstrances to ministers pro¬ 
duced the desired effect. His majesty having 
approved of the experiment, Dundas was se¬ 
lected for carrying it into execution. The faci¬ 
lity of his careless, open manner, so different 
from Pitt’s serious, stiff, constrained address, 
rendered him peculiarly proper for the mission. 
A respectful intimation being conveyed to his 
royal highness, requesting permission on the 
part of Dundas to attend him at Carlton-house, 
an interview took place between them on Wed¬ 
nesday, the 2nd of May. I could recount some 
of its most curious particulars, as they were re¬ 
lated by the prince himself to one of my inti¬ 
mate friends, who communicated them to me. 
But, though many years may possibly elapse 
before these memoirs will be laid before the 
public, yet I shall content myself with stating 
that Dundas experienced the. most gracious re¬ 
ception. After ascertaining from the prince’s 
own lips the extent of his pecuniary incum¬ 
brances, which amounted to full two hundred 
thousand pounds, Dundas gave him an assur¬ 
ance that prompt, as well as liberal assistance, 
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should be extended to him. This amicable con¬ 
ference was subsequently moistened with no 
ordinary quantity of wine; and the engage¬ 
ment which had been contracted fasting, re¬ 
ceived a most energetic ratification on the part 
of the treasurer of the navy, after they had 
drunk very freely together. There did not in¬ 
deed exist among the members of administra¬ 
tion an individual composed of more malleable 
materials than Dundas. The ground being now 
prepared, and the preliminaries adjusted, on the 
following day, Thursday, Pitt was admitted to 
an audience at Carlton-house. Every artide of 
the accommodation was finally conduded, be¬ 
fore the separation of the prince and the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer. 

4 th May .—Intelligence of this favourable re¬ 
sult not having been generally circulated before 
the house of commons met, curiosity attracted 
an unusual concourse of members; when Newn- 
ham, in few words, informed them, that the 
motion which he had announced was now no 
longer necessary, and therefore he should de¬ 
cline bringing it forward. Pitt, offended at the 
sarcastic insinuation conveyed in the monosyl¬ 
lable now, after expressing his satisfaction that 
the measure was admitted to be no longer ne¬ 
cessary, subjoined, “ I cannot help declaring, 
that as I always considered it to be unnecessary, 
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so I do not now perceive it to be more so, than 
at the time when the notice was given. I am, 
however, happy to find that we are at last of 
the same opinion on the subject.” So pointed 
an animadversion called up Fox, who, while he 
deprecated any expression which might disturb 
the desirable unanimity, nevertheless added, “ I 
remain now as much convinced that the motion 
was necessary, as I am persuaded at this mo¬ 
ment of its being no longer necessary.” The 
chancellor of the exchequer having justified 
the king's conduct throughout every part of 
the transaction, as “ uniform and consistent, 
departing in no one instance from the princi¬ 
ples which always directed himFox made 
a similar declaration or protest on the part of 
the prince. 

9th May .—The proceedings in the prosecu¬ 
tion of Hastings, which seemed to have been 
suspended during near three weeks, while the 
application of the Prince of Wales to parlia¬ 
ment occupied the public mind; were resumed 
and terminated, as far as they related to the 
house of commons, at this time. A debate 
of great interest took place on the second read¬ 
ing of the articles of impeachment. Lord 
Hood, with the feelings of a man to whom the 
command of fleets had been delegated under 
circumstances of the greatest personal respon- 
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sibility, made a short and plain appeal in fa¬ 
vour of an individual, who, whatever errors he 
might have committed, had unquestionably res¬ 
cued that valuable portion of the empire en¬ 
trusted to his care from almost inevitable sub¬ 
version. Wilkes, though during the two or 
three last sessions he had rarely taken any ac¬ 
tive part, and though he already began to feel 
the infirmities of approaching age, came for¬ 
ward on this occasion. The same unconquered 
spirit, wit, and classic fire, which he displayed 
on the 30th of April 1763, when brought be¬ 
fore the Earls of Egremont and Halifax, by 
virtue of a general warrant , pervaded every sen¬ 
tence that he uttered. But his articulation, 
which never had been perfectly distinct even 
in youth, grew annually more embarrassed from 
the inroads of time on his organs of speech. 
After stating that, however he might have 
been dazzled with the splendor of eloquence, 
or charmed by appeals to the passions, on the 
part of Hastings’s accusers, he remained wholly 
unconvinced by their arguments ; “ I have 
heard him,” continued Wilkes, “ more than 
once compared to Verres. But the house ought 
to recollect that when the governor of Sicily 
was accused before the Roman senate, scarce¬ 
ly an inhabitant of that island could be found 
who did not exhibit complaints against him. 
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In the instance before us, though the prose¬ 
cution, or rather, the persecution of Mr. Has¬ 
tings has been already nearly three years in 
progress, yet not a single charge or imputa¬ 
tion on his conduct has been transmitted from 
India.” — “When we consider,” resumed he, 
“ that while the empire was mouldering away 
elsewhere, Mr. Hastings, by his exertions, pre¬ 
served unimpaired our possessions in the East; 
I am covered with astonishment, that a faction 
in this assembly should have been able to carry 
on the proceedings to the present point. I 
trust, for the honour of the nation, it will be 
terminated and finally extinguished by a very 
considerable majority, before we adjourn, this 
night.” Wilkes concluded by moving “ that 
the report should be read a second time on 
that day three months.” 

Hay Campbell, then lord advocate of Scot¬ 
land, with great legal ability reviewed the 
whole series of Hastings’s administration, pro¬ 
nouncing his exculpation or acquittal upon 
every point. But the individual who excited 
the strongest sensation, was Courtenay. Ec¬ 
centric, fearless, sarcastic, highly informed, al¬ 
ways present to himself, dealing his blows on 
every side, regardless on whom they fell; but, 
a devoted adherent of Fox; Courtenay began 
by an ironical compliment to Lord Hood, 
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“ whom,” he said, “ no man could contemplate 
without reverence, when he reflected how much 
his country owed him for having been a spec¬ 
tator of Lord Rodney’s glorious victory of 
the 12th of April 1782.” Loud cries of 
Order! from the ministerial benches here in* 
terrupting him; Courtenay, without betray¬ 
ing the slightest agitation or discomposure, 
calmly maintained, that his remark being com¬ 
plimentary to the noble lord, on the circum¬ 
stance of his having chanced to be present when 
Admiral Rodney defeated De Grasse, no mem¬ 
ber had any right to accuse him as disorderly 
on the present occasion. Then turning towards 
Wilkes, who sate next to him, “ The worthy 
alderman,” continued he, “ possesses more sense 
than to feel anger, when I mean him a compli¬ 
ment; as I do, when I assert that his coun¬ 
try owes him great obligations, for having, at 
one period of his life, diffused a spirit of li¬ 
berty throughout the general mass of the peo¬ 
ple, unexampled,—except, indeed, in the times 
of Jack Cade, and Wat Tyler.” The cry of 
Qrder! that had been so violent only a mi¬ 
nute before, was lost in the universal burst of 
laughter which followed this observation. “ The 
honourable magistrate,” said Courtenay, “has 
defended Mr. Hastings’s treatment of the Be¬ 
gums, by asserting that those princesses were 
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engaged in rebellion. Surely he must have 
looked upon the transaction obliquely, or he 
never could have formed so erroneous an idea. 
Two old women in rebellion against the go¬ 
vernor-general ! impossible. Nor would the 
worthy alderman have made an “Essay on 
Woman,” in the manner that Mr. Hastings did. 
The house well knows, he would not.” 

No person rising to interrupt him, though 
the humour of this last observation was lost in 
its superior indecency, Courtenay next attack¬ 
ed the lord advocate. Having compared Has¬ 
tings to the execrated Colonel Kirk, so well 
known under the reign of James the Second; 
“ I have heard,” continued he, “ parallels drawn 
in the course of preceding debates, between the 
late governor-general, and various persons illus¬ 
trious for their exploits. Yerres, Alexander, 
Scipio, and Epaminondas, have been success¬ 
ively named. I shall look to modem ages for 
my comparison. Ferdinand Cortez is my mo¬ 
del. He being sent out to South America, for 
the purpose of instructing, murdering, and bap¬ 
tizing the uninformed Indians, marked his foot¬ 
steps with blood and cruelty. His conduct 
exciting abhorrence, an enquiry was at length 
instituted, with a view of bringing him to jus¬ 
tice. But Cortez, aware of his danger, took 
care to transmit some jewels to his sovereign. 
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Not, I believe, a bulse; for that is an oriental 
term; but -a present of precious stones, which 
produced an equal effect on the Spanish mon¬ 
arch’s mind, all mouths rehearsing the praises 
of Ferdinand Cortez.” Such were the leading 
points of Courtenay’s speech ;—a speech which, 
as far as my parliamentary experience warrants 
me in asserting, stands alone in the annals of 
the house of commons; exhibiting a violation 
of every form or principle which have always 
been held sacred within those walls. The in¬ 
sult offered to Lord Hood at its commence¬ 
ment, became eclipsed in the studied indecorum 
of the allusions that followed, reflecting on the 
personal infirmities, or on the licentious produc¬ 
tions, of the member for Middlesex. His in¬ 
vectives against Hastings, however violent, 
might seem to derive some justification, from 
the examples held out by Burke, Sheridan, 
and Francis. But the insinuation levelled at 
the king, with which Courtenay concluded, and 
the mention of the bulse, unquestionably de¬ 
manded the interference of the chair. 

The chastisement which he did not receive 
either from the Speaker, or from the general in¬ 
dignation of the assembly, was nevertheless in¬ 
flicted on' him by one of its members. Aider- 
man Townsend. He had succeeded to Dun¬ 
ning’s vacant seat, the Marquis of Lansdown 
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bringing him into parliament, for the borough 
of Calue; and though he seldom mingled in 
debate, he manifested, whenever he spoke, a 
manly mind, great facility of expression, strong 
sense, combined with upright principles of ac¬ 
tion. “ I do not rise,” exclaimed he, “ to retail 
jokes; and still less do I intrude myself for the 
purpose of using terms so indecent, that they 
ought not to be tolerated in any place where 
regard is paid to decorum. But I cannot suf¬ 
ficiently express my astonishment that you, Mr. 
Speaker, should have allowed a member of this 
house to continue unchecked, and not have in¬ 
formed him that such language is most unbe¬ 
coming.” Then adverting to the proceedings 
against Hastings, “ In the early stages of the 
present impeachment,” continued he, “ I point¬ 
ed out the absurdity of our carrying articles 
to the bar of the other house, which would be 
thrown back in our faces; as being unsupport¬ 
ed by any sort of proof, resting merely on de¬ 
clamation, and incapable of being established 
by evidence. I have patiently attended the 
series of charges, but have not beard one of them 
satisfactorily proved. If, therefore, we pro¬ 
ceed any further, we must inevitably fail, and 
the disgrace which we mean for Mr. Hastings 
will revert upon ourselves. Appeals have been 
made to our honour, as well as to our justice. 



314 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1787. 

But, what honour is gained by hunting down 
an individual who has deserved the thanks of 
his country for the most signal services ? And 
if a sense of justice impels us, why is not resti¬ 
tution ordered of the money taken by Mr. 
Hastings, and applied by him to the pressing 
wants of the East India Company?” Having 
applauded the governor-general for his merito¬ 
rious exertions in saving India, though by the 
sacrifice of rigid legal forms in various instances; 
“I recollect,” added he, “the time when the 
present chancellor of the exchequer’s father, 
with a vigour of mind that did him the highest 
honour, foreseeing that the French were en¬ 
gaged in preparations for war, sent directions 
to seize on a number of their merchant ships; 
which he publicly sold, together with their 
cargoes, previous to any declaration of hostili¬ 
ties. The act was in itself illegal: — for peace 
still existed between England and France. Yet, 
the kingdom resounded with applause of his 
conduct. But, nevertheless, as the nation re¬ 
spected justice, the value of the vessels confis¬ 
cated, as well as of their freights, was restored 
to the owners, though the sum exceeded six 
hundred thousand pounds.” 

I have accurately recorded the outline of 
Townsend’s speech, not only because it appeared 
to condense a greater portion of sound intelli- 
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gence than any other pronounced on that even¬ 
ing, but as it might be esteemed his dying 
opinion. He survived its delivery only a very 
few weeks. Jekyll replaced him, as one of the 
representatives for Caine. At this point of the 
debate Pitt rose, and in the course of a very 
long speech, exhibiting prodigious powers of 
mind, memory, and elocution, answered the 
various arguments adduced; beginning with 
Lord Hood, and proceeding through the series 
of individuals who had delivered their senti¬ 
ments on the occasion, I did not less admire 
the lucid order which pervaded his discourse, 
or the force of his reasoning, because I totally 
differed from his conclusion. He still persisted 
in rendering the late governor-general amenable 
to parliamentary enquiry; nor would Pitt listen 
to the proposition of weighing his great public 
services against his acts of power. As little 
could he be induced to consider the East India 
Directors, whose orders Hastings was bound to 
obey, and who had expressed the utmost satis- 
tisfaction at his proceedings, as alone culpable, 
or just objects of prosecution. After having 
enumerated his offences, at the head of which 
Pitt placed his treatment of the Princesses of 
Oude, as the most criminal; he finished by de¬ 
claring that “the house could not, without 
abandoning their own honour, the duty which 
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they owed their country, and the ends of public 
justice, fail in sending up the impeachment to 
the bar of the peers.” 

Throughout this most able effort of eloquence 
and talent, the minister nevertheless carefully 
avoided touching on two points, both of which 
had been forcibly stated by Alderman Towns¬ 
end. The first,—namely, a restitution of the 
sums of money exacted from Cheyt Sing, from 
the Begums, and other princes of Asia,—Pitt 
well knew could not be, or at least never would 
be, made by parliament. Yet, if their seizure 
was an act of despotic violence and injustice, 
with what consistency could the house impeach 
the plunderer, but retain the plunder ? Mar¬ 
tin, member for Tewksbury, who always voted 
conscientiously, deeply impressed with the con¬ 
viction, after avowing himself a friend to the 
impeachment, added, “If any member will 
move that a retribution shall be made to those 
persons in India from whom sums of money 
have been forced, I will second the motion .” 
But, not a man was found in the assembly to 
accept the proposition. Burke and Pitt were 
both satisfied to punish the offender, without 
restoring a rupee of the many, millions that he 
had poured into the company’s treasury, by 
which aid India was preserved. It forms never¬ 
theless matter of regret that such a motion did 
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never actually take place, as it must have un¬ 
masked the supporters of the prosecution, and 
have demonstrated that other motives, besides 
the mere love of justice, and abhorrence of 
crime, animated their exertions. 

The other subject to which Pitt never allud¬ 
ed on that night, was the act of his father in 
seizing the French merchant ships, previous to 
the commencement of war in 1756:—the be¬ 
neficial consequences of which measure, in a 
national point of view, were universally recog¬ 
nized ; though it would have required a more 
able casuist than ever yet existed, to reconcile it 
with the laws of nations, or with a strict observ¬ 
ance of our public faith. There seemed to be a 
strong analogy between it, and various features 
of Hastings’s administration, where the preser¬ 
vation' of the countries' entrusted to his care 
obliterated every minor consideration. Major 
Scott, when alluding to the arbitrary treatment 
of the Princesses of Oude, and of other indivi¬ 
duals, exclaimed, “No man can entertain a 
doubt of the pressing necessities of the Bengal 
government, at the time when Mr. Hastings 
authorized the seizure of the Begums’ trea¬ 
sures. We had five armies in the field; each, 
many months in arrear. The state of the Car¬ 
natic was desperate. Not a rupee in the trea¬ 
sury. A French fleet and army hourly ex- 
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pec ted, while the company’s existence could 
only be preserved by the most vigorous mea¬ 
sures. I hope, Mr. Speaker, I am neither a 
ruffian, nor a robber. But, I protest, such 
were the circumstances, that in my opinion, a 
governor-general would have been justified in 
plundering a mosque, or in rifling a zenana!” 
—“That the Begums had afforded assistance 
to Chey t Sing,” continued Scott, “ was matter 
of public notoriety. I have conversed with 
nearly thirty gentlemen, all of whom will de¬ 
pose to the fact, at the bar of the other house. 
It will there appear in proof, that we owe the 
preservation of India in 1782 to the seizure of 
those treasures.”—“ An honourable member has 
said, that he would second a motion, let it be 
made by whom it would, for affording retribu¬ 
tion to those individuals who have been injured 
by Mr. Hastings. Sir, if I thought as he does, 
I would not wait for any man to make such a 
motion. I would move it myself:—for the 
British house of commons will become in¬ 
famous to all posterity, the scoff and scorn of 
Europe, if, after impeaching Mr. Hastings for 
his pretended misdeeds, they basely profit by 
his crimes. He is accused of accumulating for 
the East India Company, by acts of oppression 
and injustice, nine millions and a half sterling. 
For every shilling of this ill-acquired sum. 
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credit has been taken by the minister who 
opened the Indian budget, (Dundas,) only two 
days ago. But, if the present charges are well 
founded, why do we not replace Cheyt Sing, 
who is now a fugitive, and repay him the 123 
lacs of pagodas which we have taken from him ? 
Why do we not restore to the Nabob of Oude, 
130 lacs; due indeed by him to us, but of 
which we never could either have obtained 
or enforced payment, except by seizing on the 
treasures of the Begums ? I think these acts 
wise, politic, and justifiable: but if 1 thought 
otherwise, I should conceive myself as infamous 
as the corregidor in Gil Bias, who punished 
the robber for stealing a bag of doubloons, and, 
instead of restoring the money to its owner, ap¬ 
propriated, it to his own use.” This defence, 
however forcible, did not produce any answer 
either from the treasury bench, or from the op¬ 
posite side of the assembly. The leaders of 
the prosecution never once spoke during the 
whole debate, Pitt having rendered it unneces¬ 
sary, by taking on himself to justify and defend 
the proceeding. Only eighty-nine persons, of 
whom I was one, supported Wilkes’s motion; 
while one hundred and seventy-five voted for 
immediately reading the report a second time. 

lOtA May .—On the subsequent evening, this 
great prosecution, which will unquestionably 
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excite the wonder, if not awaken the indigna¬ 
tion of posterity, was brought to its consum¬ 
mation in the house of commons. No discussion, 
and scarcely any conversation respecting it, took 
place. The articles having been adopted, Burke 
then moved “ that Warren Hastings, Esquire, 
be impeached of high crimes and misdemea¬ 
nors.” An address, transmitted from Bengal 
to the late governor-general, was read by a 
member in his place. It had been drawn up 
several months subsequent to Hastings’s depar¬ 
ture ; couched in language of the highest re¬ 
spect for his character, public, as well as private; 
and exhibited the signatures of nearly six hun¬ 
dred officers of the British army. Not a word 
was uttered in reply. Frederic Montagu then 
moved “ that Mr. Burke, in the name of the 
commons, do go to the bar of the house of 
lords, and impeach Warren Hastings.” The 
question being put without a dissentient voice, 
Burke instantly repaired thither, attended 
by a great majority of the members present; 
where, in a solemn and impressive manner, he 
fulfilled his commission. 

I know not where I can with more propriety 
than in this place, introduce an anecdote which 
Sir John Macpherson has frequently related to 
me. Having succeeded Mr. Hastings by devo¬ 
lution, as governor-general, he arrived in Eng- 
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land about three months after the impeachment 
of his predecessor was carried up to the house 
of peers. During the autumn of the year 1788, 
when the trial had already proceeded during a 
whole session in Westminster Hall, Sir John 
Macpherson drove out before dinner to Cane 
Wood near Hampstead, in order to pay his re¬ 
spects to the great Earl of Mansfield. That 
nobleman, who only a few months earlier had 
resigned the office of chief justice of the King’s 
Bench, was then more than eighty-three years 
of age, infirm in body, and sinking in health; 
but still retained all the freshness, as well as the 
vigour, of his intellect. “I found him,” said Sir 
John, “ sitting before the door, in front of his 
house, and by no means free from bodily pain. 
He received me with the utmost politeness; 
conducted me into his library, where we walked 
up and down; conversed with me on the lead¬ 
ing events of the day; and at last asked me, 
what was my opinion of Mr. Pitt ? I replied, 
that I considered him as a great minister. ‘ A 
great minister!’ answered Lord Mansfield; 'a 
great young minister you mean. Sir John. 
What did he intend by impeaching Mr. Has¬ 
tings, or suffering him to be impeached ?’—* He 
meant,’ said I, *as I apprehend, to let Justice 
take her course.’—‘Justice! sir,’ rejoined Lord 
Mansfield. 4 Pray, where did he find her ? 
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Where is she?’—* If you, my lord,’ returned 
I, * do not know where to find Justice, who 
have been dispensing her favours these fifty 
years, how can any man attempt it?’—‘Yes, 
sir,’ answered he, * that is justice between man 
and man. All which is thus done, is well done. 
It is terminated. Criminal Justice I can under¬ 
stand. But, political Justice; where is she? 
What is she? What is her colour ? Some¬ 
times she is black. Sometimes she is red too. 
No ! Sir John, Mr. Pitt is not a great minister. 
He is a great young minister. He will live to 
repent allowing Mr. Hastings to be impeached. 
He has made a precedent which will, some future 
day, be used against himself Mr. Pitt is only a 
great young minister.'” —When we reflect that 
within eighteen years from the period at which 
this conversation took place, Lord Melville be¬ 
held himself placed in the same predicament 
with Hastings;—if we further consider how 
deeply Pitt was involved in, and how acutely 
he felt his friend’s disaster,—a disaster which 
unquestionably combined with other causes to 
accelerate his own end, scarcely nine months af¬ 
terwards ;— we shall see just reason to admire 
the depth of Lord Mansfield’s discernment. Sir 
John Macpherson relating the circumstance, 
some years afterwards, in a company where 
Lord Thurlow and he met at dinner; “You 
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need not tell us. Sir John,” observed Thurlow, 
with his characteristic austerity of voice and 
manners, “ who uttered those words. Neither 
you, nor any one else, could have invented 
them. Lord Mansfield only ♦ could have pro¬ 
nounced them. He was a surprizing man. 
Ninety-nine times out of a hundred, he was 
right in his opinions or decisions. And when 
once in a hundred times he was wrong, ninety- 
nine men out of a hundred could not discover 
it. He was a wonderful man!” 

\bth May .—The insinuation thrown out by 
Courtenay, during the debate relative to Has¬ 
tings’s impeachment, when he denominated 
Lord Hood a spectator of the naval victory 
gained by Rodney over De Grasse, was not of 
a nature to be treated with contemptuous si¬ 
lence. Nor could it be considered as a mere 
.error arising from haste, a lapse of the tongue. 
Courtenay’s character, and his style of elocu¬ 
tion, satirical, cynical, ironical, full of wit, and 
unrestrained by delicacy, or even by decency, 
forbad the supposition. In point of fact. Admi¬ 
ral Hood was prevented by the failure of wind, 
from taking the same active personal share in 
the glorious contest of that day which fell to 
the commander-in-chief. He had been even 
obliged during a considerable time, however 
reluctantly, to look on, while the “ Formidable ” 
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encountered and captured the “ Ville de Paris.” 
But his intrepidity, skill, and distinguished ser¬ 
vices, placed him in the first rank of those whom 
his country would have selected for her cham¬ 
pions on the ocean. Seeing Courtenay seated 
opposite him, near Fox, Lord Hood rose there¬ 
fore, and in few words animadverted, without 
warmth, on the expression used; of which he 
desired an explanation, as it seemed to imply 
that he had not done his duty on the 12th 
of April 1782. Windham and Burke success¬ 
ively coming forward to Courtenay’s aid, en¬ 
deavoured to demonstrate that he had unin¬ 
tentionally used the term spectator , instead of 
participator; and they not only united in recog¬ 
nitions of the admiral’s valour, as well as high 
professional character, but they likewise join¬ 
ed in protesting the deep concern privately 
expressed to them by Courtenay himself, at 
the act of inadvertence which he had com¬ 
mitted. Pitt was not, however, to be so satis¬ 
fied. After stating the astonishment and in¬ 
dignation which, he said, in common with the 
whole house, he felt at the bare suspicion of 
any imputation being thrown on his noble 
friend; and urging Courtenay to make that 
apology in public, which, it appeared, he had 
already done in private; the chancellor of the 
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exchequer added, “ I will give him an oppor¬ 
tunity for once of saying whether he is serious 
or not. The motion which I shall submit is, 
first, that the vote of thanks given to Lord 
Hood on the memorable victory in question 
be read; and afterwards, that it be reprinted 
in the Votes of the present day.” 

An altercation now took place between Pitt 
and Fox; the latter not venturing to oppose 
the minister's motion, which, he even said, he 
was ready to support; remarking at the same 
time that he had, when secretary of state in 
1782, moved these thanks of the house to Lord 
Hood. But, while he conceded this point, he 
endeavoured to shelter Courtenay; partly, as 
having already declared that he meant nothing 
derogatory to the honour of the admiral; part¬ 
ly, on account of the unconciliatory manner in 
which the chancellor of the exchequer pressed 
for a public reparation. Courtenay, during 
the progress of a discussion which regarded 
himself far more than Lord Hood, observed 
a pertinacious silence; though Pitt endea¬ 
voured to rouse him by the severity of his ani¬ 
madversions. “I did not intend,” observed 
the minister, “ to be conciliatory in any of my 
remarks, because I conceived that feelings of 
delicacy and propriety would produce from 
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himself the apology which his friends have 
already made for him.” 

Finding, nevertheless, that his sarcasms, how¬ 
ever pointed, could not produce the effect of 
extorting a recantation from Courtenay, Pitt 
contented himself with putting the motion 
which he had announced to the vote. It 
passed unanimously, and was immediately fol¬ 
lowed by an adjournment. But, the conces¬ 
sion refused by Courtenay to ministerial im¬ 
portunity, he made spontaneously on the fol¬ 
lowing day. Rising unexpectedly, he did am¬ 
ple justice to Lord Hood’s public character 
and services; protesting that he never had de¬ 
signed to throw any reflection on a man who 
stood so deservedly high in the estimation of 
his country. At the moment, however, that 
he performed this act of reparation, he accom¬ 
panied it with reflections of the bitterest de¬ 
scription on the chancellor of the exchequer; 
who, he said, had precluded him from doing 
it by the acrimonious solicitations of the pre¬ 
ceding evening. “ Solicitations,” added Cour¬ 
tenay, “ conveyed with his usual felicity of ex¬ 
pression, and insidiousness of intention; urged 
with affected candour, and studied plausibility F 
Pitt heard these ebullitions of vexation without 
making any reply, and the affair terminated; 
Courtenay having displayed as much firmness. 
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or rather pertinacity, throughout the progress 
of the business, as he had shewn indiscretion 
in its commencement. 

It might have been imagined that Burke, 
having carried to the bar of the upper house 
so many articles of impeachment against Has¬ 
tings, would limit his future exertions to ad¬ 
ducing the proofs of these asserted crimes. 
But, precisely at this time, he brought forward 
a new, multifarious, complex accusation, branch¬ 
ing out into many heads, denominated “ Mis¬ 
demeanors committed in Oude,” He said little 
in explanation of them; mid the question being 
put upon the charge, it was carried without 
either debate or division, though not wholly 
without observation. “ I do not mean to di¬ 
vide the house,” said Major Scott, “because, 
as a friend of the late governor-general, I wish 
that the charge now made may go up to the 
lords; conscious as I am, that where criminality 
is asserted, merit will eventually appear,” — 
“We agree, indeed, as to the distress existing 
in the province of Oude; but we wholly differ 
relative to the cause, which Mr, Hastings’s 
enemies think proper to attribute to him. I, 
who have resided in Oude, know that he fore¬ 
told the destructive consequences of the system 
established by his colleagues, who then formed 
the majority in the supreme council. Mr. Has- 
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tings has the exclusive merit of alleviating 
the evils which they , not he, occasioned. I re¬ 
joice, therefore, that a charge so destitute of 
foundation, or of common sense, should pass; 
but, as a member of parliament, 'I maintain 
it to be wholly contrary to fact.” Dempster 
supported Scott’s assertion; declaring it alto¬ 
gether unworthy of the house, to adopt such 
loose, unproved allegations, as matter of im¬ 
peachment. Pitt and Dundas remained never¬ 
theless silent, and the report being immediately 
made, the article was referred to the secret 
committee of managers, to be by them prepared 
for insertion in the list of criminal charges 
presented at the bar of the peers. 

15th —28 th May .—The session, which now 
approached its dose, though it had not yet 
lasted four months, seemed likely to terminate 
with tranquillity, when^Mr. Grey unexpectedly 
brought forward an enquiry relative to asserted 
abuses committed in the department of the 
post-office. The Earl of Tankerville and 
Lord Carteret jointly filled the employment of 
postmasters-general in 1787. Disputes arising 
between them, the former nobleman received 
his dismission. Being of an impetuous temper, 
and conceiving himself ill-treated by Pitt, he 
induced Grey, with whom he was connected 
by consanguinity, to espouse his cause; or ra- 
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ther, to adopt his resentments. They were os¬ 
tensibly levelled against his late cofieague, 
whom he accused of certain official acts, com¬ 
monly denominated jobs; which might with 
justice be deemed irregular and improper, but 
which could hardly merit to be stigmatized as 
in any degree corrupt. Lord Carteret was not, 
however, in fact the real object of attack. 
Grey, who looked higher than the post-office, 
directed all his censures against the minister. 
Throughout the whole discussion, which con¬ 
tinued at intervals almost down to the proro¬ 
gation, Grey displayed great ability, but still 
greater acrimony. Towards Pitt he displayed 
a personal animosity, which he seemed scarcely 
able to restrain; and which impelled him to 
violate the forms of the house, on more than 
one occasion. Not content with answering the 
chancellor of the exchequer’s arguments, Grey 
proceeded to analyze his motives; adding in 
a tone of defiance, that “no man should dare 
to question the purity of those principles by 
which he was actuated.” If, in throwing out 
such a menace, he hoped or expected to in¬ 
timidate his antagonist, he speedily found out 
his error. Pitt, though his consummate judg¬ 
ment enabled him with singular felicity to 
avoid expressions necessarily productive of per¬ 
sonal collision, yet scarcely ever receded, apo- 



830 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1787. 

logized, or betrayed any apprehension of con¬ 
sequences. . He might rather perhaps be cen¬ 
sured as too unbending and unaccommodating, 
than accused of consulting his individual safety, 
by the slightest inclination to concede, unless 
from the dictates of reason and conviction. 
His spirit always sustained and animated his 
eloquence. I never knew any public man who 
appeared more prompt to defend with the 
pistol, whatever opinion he had uttered, or as¬ 
sertion he had made, sometimes even contrary 
to the rules of debate, as Tierney experimen¬ 
tally proved, many years subsequent to these 
transactions. 

“ The honourable gentleman,” observed Pitt, 
addressing his reply to Grey, “ arrogates some¬ 
what too much to himself, if he imagines that I 
shall not take the liberty of calling his motives 
in question, as often as I am warranted in so 
doing by his conduct. If he wishes not to 
have his motives questioned, he must take care 
so to regulate his conduct, as to render it unne¬ 
cessary.” Grey replying, that “ if any person 
imputed to him dishonourable principles, he 
knew the means to which it would become him 
to resortSheridan interposed, with a view of 
moderating the asperity of the two parties; de¬ 
claring that his friend had mistaken the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer’s meaning. But Pitt, 
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calmly rising a second time, repeated delibe¬ 
rately all that he had previously said; adding, 
“ As to the means which the honourable mem¬ 
ber may think proper to use, it will rest with 
himself to determine that point.” He could not 
treat Grey’s threat with more dignified disre¬ 
gard. A variety of extraneous matter, which 
found its way into the debates that arose out 
of the attack upon the post-office, served to 
exhibit the animosity of the contending parties. 
Fox ventured, not indeed positively, but indi¬ 
rectly, to accuse the chancellor of the exchequer 
with having courted Lord North’s friendship 
in 1782, after that nobleman’s resignation. Such 
a charge, if it had been founded in truth, must 
have rendered Pitt liable to the imputation of 
gross insincerity, or rather of deliberate false¬ 
hood. He denied it, not with anger or indig¬ 
nation, but in language of energy, simplicity, 
and brevity, which left no doubt on the mind 
of any impartial man how totally destitute of 
reality was the accusation. “ I appeal,” ex¬ 
claimed Pitt, “ to all those persons who have 
witnessed my conduct ever since my first ap¬ 
pearance in this house, whether I have not inva¬ 
riably declared that I thought the noble lord a 
bad minister, and that 1 never would act with 
him as a member of the cabinet. At the same 
time, I no more believe him to have been actu- 
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ated by motives of personal corruption, than 
does the right honourable gentleman.” Never 
was any insinuation, or rather calumny, more 
triumphantly repelled! Fox himself felt it to 
be so untenable, that he did not attempt to 
maintain its validity. 

Foiled in their effort to wound the minister 
through Lord North, his assailants endeavoured 
to attain their object by dragging Lord Hawkes- 
bury’s name into the debate. It had indeed 
been in contemplation, to appoint that noble¬ 
man joint postmaster-general with Lord Car¬ 
teret, after the Farl of Tankerville’s dismission; 
but, on the revival of the board of trade, which 
Burke’s bill of reform extinguished in 1782, 
and which institution Pitt renewed at this time. 
Lord Hawkesbury was placed at its head, as 
president. No individual in the kingdom, even 
his enemies admitted, could have been selected 
with more propriety, to perform the duties of 
the situation. Fox, nevertheless, availing him¬ 
self of a name so unpopular, in order, as he 
hoped, to throw an odium on the chancellor of the 
exchequer; “ Can any man wonder,” observed 
he, “ that the noble earl should have been sud¬ 
denly dismissed, when it was intended to re¬ 
place him by an individual against whose in¬ 
terest a whole administration does not weigh 
a feather? I mean, the first lord of the new 
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board of trade.” Grey, when speaking on the 
same subject, made use of still more personal 
language. “ My noble relative,” said he, “ has 
been sacrificed, in order to make official ar¬ 
rangements for a member of the other house, 
who placed the minister in his present elevation, 
and whose nod can dismiss him from employ* 
ment.” These insulting reflections, not less 
pointed against the king than injurious to Pitt, 
made no impression on the chancellor of the 
exchequer. He neither stood in awe of Jenkin- 
son, nor sustained himself by such assistance. 
Parliament, and the country, aided by his name, 
character, and talents, made him minister to 
George the Third. His opponents, by their 
imprudence, kept him in his office, even more 
than his own services or abilities. In his 
treatment of Hastings, he did not hesitate to 
act in contradiction both to the wishes of the 
sovereign, and of Lord Hawkesbury. So little 
was he “ a puppet played on by invisible 
wires,” as Fox and Burke had formerly de¬ 
scribed Lord North. Unmoved by Grey’s ac¬ 
cusations, after disproving the assertion that 
Lord Tankerville had been turned out in order 
to make room for Lord Hawkesbury, Pitt 
calmly added, “ Gentlemen may allude as fre¬ 
quently as they think proper, to the last-men¬ 
tioned peer, so long as I am persuaded that 
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every favour conferred on him by the crown 
has been fully earned by the most meritorious 
public services.” 

Burke, whose time and exertions were con¬ 
centrated on the prosecution of Hastings, took 
no active part in Grey’s enquiry; but Sheridan 
amply compensated for it, by his indefatigable 
attendance, and brilliant sallies. Wit consti¬ 
tuted his never-failing weapon. Pitt, while he 
candidly admitted that abuses existed in the 
department of the post-office, which demanded 
reform, maintained that no remissness on the 
part of government retarded or prevented the 
application of a proper remedy. He had in 
fact, for the express purpose, induced parlia¬ 
ment to appoint commissioners empowered to 
make every necessary investigation, and armed 
with full powers for attaining the object. Sir 
John Dick, and Mr. Francis Baring, two men 
of acknowledged ability, occupied the principal 
seats at the board. The latter, who then sate 
in the house as member for Grampound, and 
whom Pitt raised to the baronetage about six 
years later, was not only present in his place, 
but took part in the debate. He possessed a 
head admirably organized for calculations of 
arithmetic, or of finance, though he laboured 
under a defect of hearing; while Sir John Dick, 
retaining his faculties undiminished, was yet 
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far advanced in life. They had already exa¬ 
mined various of the public offices, had reported 
on their state, had detected many abuses, and 
in the course of their labours, it was known 
that they would speedily arrive at the post- 
office. All these circumstances were fully ex¬ 
posed by the chancellor of the exchequer, as 
constituting his best exculpation against Grey’s 
attack. But Sheridan, with great ingenuity, 
endeavoured to prove, that the commissioners 
were utterly incompetent to the execution of 
their trust. “ It appears, indeed,” added he, 
“ that the minister voluntarily surrendered his 
understanding, when he brought in the bill by 
which they were appointed; and determined 
thenceforward to see only with the eyes of Sir 
John Dick, and to hear only with the ears of Mr. 
Baring” The effect of this allusion received 
no slight augmentation from the presence of 
Baring himself, who, though seated near Sheri¬ 
dan, did not hear it, till the peals of laughter 
which it occasioned conveyed to him the infor¬ 
mation. 

Sheridan’s triumph did not, however, extend 
beyond the risible faculties of his audience. 
Pitt suffered no depreciation in the opinion of 
the house, or of the public. Fox himself, while 
he strongly supported Grey, secretly disap¬ 
proved of the whole proceeding. He felt that 



386 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1787. 

such petty heads of accusation were unworthy 
the serious notice of parliament, and could not 
form grave matter of criminal enquiry against 
ministers. He neither attempted to conceal 
that he so thought, nor did he hesitate to de¬ 
clare, that though he should vote for the ques¬ 
tion, he had not recommended bringing it for¬ 
ward ; because he did not consider it to be of a 
size proportioned to Mr. Grey’s character, and 
his importance in that assembly. On Lord 
Hawkesbury he exhausted the utmost severity 
of animadversion. “ This day,” exclaimed he, 
“ is the first on which the minister has publicly 
panegyrized the noble lord’s merits. In the 
hour of contest, his name was studiously con¬ 
cealed. But I deny his title to applause. If 
we except those parts of his conduct which he 
himself has uniformly disclaimed and disavow¬ 
ed, but which we know to be true, his public 
life exhibits as few acts of meritorious service 
as any individual throughout the king’s domi¬ 
nions.” This censure has always appeared to me 
severe; for, though we may readily admit that 
Jenkinson’s talents alone, if they had been un¬ 
aided by Lord Bute’s patronage, and subse¬ 
quently by royal favour, would not probably 
have elevated him to the British peerage; and 
though he was, during many years, one of the 
most unpopular or obnoxious subjects in either 
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house of parliament; yet his extensive infor¬ 
mation, application to business, deep knowledge 
of commercial affairs, and laborious researches 
on every topic connected with national wealth 
or revenue, placed him very high in the list of 
practical statesmen. Eden, who possessed si¬ 
milar endowments, and who was only a ba¬ 
ronet’s younger son, yet made his way up to 
the house of peers, as well as Jehkinson. 
Grey’s motion , which rather implied than ex¬ 
pressed a censure on administration for not 
having reformed the abuses in the post-office, 
was extinguished without coming to a di¬ 
vision. The whole enquiry manifested more 
spleen, if not enmity, than it exhibited any real 
ground of accusation; and Grey’s eloquence 
excited greater admiration, than either his dis¬ 
play of judgment, or command of temper. 

21 st —24 th May. — The Prince of Wales’s 
pecuniary embarrassments, which, when first 
agitated, had occasioned so much acrimonious 
discussion, terminated with an expression of 
general consent, amidst testimonies of universal 
satisfaction. Not an allusion was made either 
by Rolle, or from any other quarter, to the lady 
who formed the object of his attachment. A 
royal message having been sent, expressive of 
his majesty’s very great concern at the debt in¬ 
curred by his son, of which the particulars were 
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laid on the table; a most loyal address followed, 
without a dissentient voice. Pitt alone spoke, 
neither Fox nor Sheridan uttering a word. 
His royal highness consented to adopt a system 
of payment which, it was asserted, would effec¬ 
tually prevent the accumulation of new incum¬ 
brances. The minister, on his part, expressed 
a confident hope that no severe scrutiny would 
be made into the nature of the account pre¬ 
sented, “ as the circumstance itself could never 
occur a second time.” Finally, the king con¬ 
sented and directed that ten thousand pounds 
a year should be paid to the heir-apparent, in 
addition to his preceding allowance of fifty 
thousand pounds. But as this augmentation of 
income, though it might enable him to subsist 
without incurring new debts, could not possibly 
discharge those already contracted, two sums 
were voted for the express purpose. The first, 
amounting to one hundred and sixty-one thou¬ 
sand pounds, was destined to pay the prince’s 
numerous creditors. Twenty thousand pounds 
were ordered to be issued on account of the works 
carrying on at Carlton-house; the architectural 
embellishments of which edifice, it was under¬ 
stood, would swallow up more than double that 
sum before they could be completed. 

Ample as the aggregate donation might be 
considered, it was not in any degree coalmen- 
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surate with the prince’s wants, nor did it satisfy 
the expectations of his adherents. They wished 
to procure for him a much larger income from 
parliament. Four yean earlier, in 1783, when 
Fox filled the office of secretary of state, he did 
not hesitate to declare, speaking from the trea¬ 
sury bench officially, that he would hare made 
the annual allowance to the heir-apparent one 
hundred thousand pounds, if his majesty would 
have consented. The relief extended to the 
prince on the present occasion produced in fact 
no permanent benefit. His royal highness re¬ 
sumed indeed, for a time, his household, and 
officers of state: but, as no system or principles 
of economy pervaded his general mode of life, 
while his embarrassments rapidly accumulated, 
in the course of a few years the interposition 
and aid of parliament became again necessary 
(notwithstanding the minister’s assurances to 
the contrary) for his extrication. 

Among the persons of high rank whom the 
Prince of Wales distinguished by his particular 
intimacy at this period, and in whose society 
he passed many of his hours, may be enume¬ 
rated my friends the Earl and Countess of 
Clermont. They were both in the decline of 
life. I have scarcely ever known a man more 
fitted for a companion of kings and queens, 
than was Lord Clermont. Nature had formed 
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his person in an elegant mould, uniting delicacy 
of configuration with the utmost bodily activi¬ 
ty, the soundest constitution, and uninterrupt¬ 
ed health. When he was near sixty-five, while 
on a shooting party,—I think, in Norfolk,— 
the Prince of Wales, who was one of the com- 
pany, had the misfortune to wound him with 
small shot, in several places. Lord Clermont 
suffered, however, only a short temporary con¬ 
finement in consequence of the accident. His 
royal highness, not long afterwards, made him 
a gentleman of the bed-chamber. His man¬ 
ners, easy, quiet, calm, yet lively and ingratiat¬ 
ing, never varied. Endowed with great sua¬ 
vity and equality of temper, possessing a very 
ample fortune, almost a stranger to bodily in¬ 
disposition, and having no issue male or female, 
he enjoyed every hour of human life. De¬ 
scended from a branch of the antient and noble 
family of Fortescue, he had been successively 
raised to the Irish dignities of a baron, viscount, 
and earl. Such was his passion for the turf, 
that when menaced by his father to be disinhe¬ 
rited if he did not quit Newmarket, he refused; 
preferring rather to incur the severest effects of 
paternal indignation, than to renounce his fa¬ 
vourite amusement. His understanding was 
of the common order; but, though his whole 
life had been passed in the sports of the field; or 
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among jockeys, yet he wanted not refinement; 
and he used to shelter himself under Horace’s 
" Sunt quos curriculo pulverem Olympicum,” 
when justifying his ardour for races. Having 
mixed in the highest circles during near fifty 
years, both in this country and on the Conti¬ 
nent, he had collected much origiqgl, as well as 
curious information. 

Inhabiting, as Lord Clermont did, a splendid 
house in Berkeley-square; main taining a table at 
once delicate and luxurious; choice in the se¬ 
lection of his wines, and in every accompani¬ 
ment of taste or opulence; the Prince of Wales 
used frequently to make one of the number of 
his guests. He enjoyed, indeed, the privilege of 
sending at his pleasure to Lord Clermont, of 
commanding a dinner, and naming the persons 
to be invited of both sexes:—a permission, of 
which his royal highness often availed himself. 
Notwithstanding so close a connexion as he 
maintained with the heir-apparent, yet few no¬ 
blemen were better received at St. James’s; and 
scarcely any were detained a longer time in 
conversation by his majesty, whenever he ap¬ 
peared at the drawing-room. Nor was he less 
acceptable at the court of Versailles, where he 
and Lady Clermont repaired almost every year; 
and where they were admitted to all. the parties 
made by the Duchess de Polignac, for the 
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amusement of the queen. The very title of 
Clermont, which he assumed when raised to the 
peerage,—and which might be esteemed facti¬ 
tious, as no such place, I believe, existed in Ire¬ 
land,— assimilated him to the blood royal of 
France; a younger branch of the illustrious 
line of Cond6 having been denominated Comtes 
de Clermont. Probably he was not oblivious of 
this fact, in his selection of the title. 

When about eighty-four, he breathed his last, 
in September 1806, at Brighthelmstone, scarcely 
a fortnight after Charles Fox expired at Chis¬ 
wick. They always lived much together, espe¬ 
cially during the autumnal season; as Fox usu¬ 
ally visited Norfolk, in order to enjoy the 
amusement of shooting, among his friends. 
Lord Clermont possessed a seat in that part of 
the kingdom, for the same purpose. I well 
remember an extraordinary bet which he made 
with Fox and Lord Foley, for a hundred gui¬ 
neas ; namely, that he would find a heifer which 
should eat twenty stone of turnips in twenty- 
four hours. He won the wager. I said that he 
breathed his last at eighty-four; an expression 
peculiarly fitted to express the mode of his 
death:—for he was carried off by no specific 
disease, nor suffered any pain, unless it were 
intellectual. An augmenting weakness and ex¬ 
tenuation, which left undiminished all his fa- 
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culties, senses, and powers of conversation, gen¬ 
tly conveyed, or rather, wafted him out of life. 
I was accustomed very frequently to dine with 
him, in a small society of select friends, till 
within five or six weeks of his decease; and, 
though then evidently wasting away, yet at 
table he soon became anifnated. Even his me¬ 
mory remained fresh, and he bore no resem¬ 
blance to Swift’s Struldbrugs. 

The Countess of Clermont was formed, like 
her lord, for the atmosphere of a court. En¬ 
dowed with no superior talents, though pos¬ 
sessing a cultivated mind; her manners sub¬ 
dued, yet exempt from servility; with an agree¬ 
able person, but destitute of beauty; uniting 
consummate knowledge of the world to consti¬ 
tutional serenity of temper; she displayed al¬ 
most every qualification calculated to retain, as 
well as to acquire, royal favour. The Prince of 
Wales professed and exhibited towards her a 
species of filial regard. All his notes addressed 
to her displayed equal affection and confidence. 
As Lady Clermont enjoyed so distinguished a 
place in Marie Antoinette’s esteem, it was na¬ 
tural that she should endeavour to transfuse 
into the prince’s mind feelings of attachment 
and respect for the French queen, similar to 
those with which she was herself imbued. 
Making allowance for the difference of sexes, 
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there seemed to be indeed no inconsiderable 
degree of resemblance between their disposi¬ 
tions. Both were indiscreet, unguarded, and 
ardent devotees of pleasure. But the Duke of 
.Orleans, irritated at her successful opposition to 
the marriage of his daughter with the Count 
d’Artois’ eldest son, had already . prepossessed 
the Prince of Wales in her disfavour. He was 
accustomed to speak of her, on the duke’s re¬ 
port, as a woman of licentious life, who changed 
her lovers according to her caprice. She, indig¬ 
nant at such imputations, which soon reached 
her, expressed herself in terms the most con¬ 
temptuous, respecting the heir-apparent; whom 
she characterized as a voluptuary enslaved by 
his appetites, incapable of any energetic or 
elevated sentiments. About this time, Count 
Fersen, then the Swedish envoy at the court 
of France, who was well known to be highly 
acceptable to Marie Antoinette, visited Lon¬ 
don; bringing letters of introduction from 
the Duchess de Polignac, to many persons of 
distinction here, and in particular, for Lady 
Clermont. Desirous to show him the ut¬ 
most attention, and to present him in the best 
company, soon after his arrival she conducted 
him in her own carriage to Lady William Gor¬ 
don’s assembly, in Piccadilly, one of the most 
distinguished in the metropolis. She had 
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scarcely entered the room, and tiiade Count 
Fersen known to the principal individuals of 
both sexes, when the Prince of Wales was an¬ 
nounced. I shall recount the sequel in Lady 
Clermont’s own words to me, only a short time 
subsequent to the fact. 

“ His royal highness took no notice of me on 
his first arrival; but, in a few minutes after¬ 
wards, coming up to me, ‘ Pray, Lady Cler¬ 
mont,’ said he, * is that man whom I see here 
Count Fersen, the queen’s favourite?’—‘ The 
gentleman,’ answered I, * to whom your royal 
highness alludes, is Count. Fersen; but, so far 
from being a favourite of the queen, he has not 
yet been presented at court.’—‘ God d—n me!’ 
exclaimed he, ‘ you don’t imagine I mean my 
mother? —* Sir,’ I replied, * whenever you are 
pleased to use the word queen without any ad¬ 
dition, I shall always understand it to mean my 
queen. If you speak of any other queen, I 
must entreat that you will be good enough to 
say the queen of France, or of Spain.’ The 
prince made no reply; but, after having walked 
once or twice round Count Fersen, returning to 
me, * He’s certainly a very handsome fellow,’ 
observed he. ‘ Shall I have the honour, sir,’ 
said I, ‘ to present him to you?’ He instantly 
turned on his heel, without giving me any 
answer; and I soon afterwards quitted Lady 
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William Gordon's house, carrying Count Fersen 
with me. We drove to Mrs. St John's, only a 
few doors distant, who had likewise a large 
party on that evening. When I had introduced 
him to various persons there, I said to him, 

* Count Fersen, I am an old woman, and infirm, 
who always go home to bed at eleven. You 
will, I hope, amuse yourself. Good night’ 
Having thus done the honours as well as I 
could, to a stranger who had been so highly 
recommended to me, I withdrew into the anti¬ 
chamber, and sate down alone in a coiner, wait¬ 
ing for my carriage. While there, the prince 
came in; and I naturally expected, after his 
recent behaviour, that he would rather avoid 
than accost me. On the contrary, advancing 
up to me, ‘What are you doing here. Lady 
Clermont?’ asked he.—‘I am waiting for my 
coach, sir,’ said I, ‘in order to go home.’— 

* Then,’ replied he, * I will put you into it, and 
give you my arm down the stairs.’—* For hea¬ 
ven’s sake, sir,’ I exclaimed, * don’t attempt it! 
I am old, very lame, and my sight is imperfect. 
The consequence of your offering me your arm 
will be, that in my anxiety not to detain your 
royal highness, I shall hurry down, and pro¬ 
bably tumble from the top of the staircase to 
the foot.’—‘ Very likely,’ answered he; ‘ but, if 
you tumble, I shall tumble with you. Be as- 
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sured, however, that I will have the pleasure of 
assisting you, and placing you safely in your 
carriage.’ 1 saw that he was determined to re¬ 
pair the rudeness with which he had treated me 
at Lady William Gordon’s, and I therefore ac¬ 
quiesced. He remained with me till the coach 
was announced, conversed most agreeably on 
various topics, and as he took care of me down 
the stairs, enjoined me at every step not to 
hurry myself. Nor did he quit me when seated 
in the carriage, remaining uncovered on the 
steps of the house till it drove off from the 
door.” I have recounted this anecdote at more 
length than it may seem to merit, because, tri¬ 
fling as are the circumstances which compose 
it, they prove how gracefully the Prince of 
Wales could redeem an error. Louis the Four¬ 
teenth himself was not his superior in all the 
external attributes of a king that depend on 
manner; though in personal majesty, and the 
fine bodily proportions which constitute manly 
dignity of form, the prince could sustain n<f 
competition with the son of Anne of Austria. 

28 th May .—I have already stated that Burke 
brought up, towards the middle of May, a new 
article of impeachment against Hastings, deno¬ 
minated “ Misdemeanors in Oude.” Before 
the session dosed, he re-produced this charge, 
multiplied by the committee into twelve sepa- 
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rate heads of accusation. The house was alto¬ 
gether ignorant of their nature or import. They 
were nevertheless immediately adopted, without 
discussion of any kind. Major Scott did not, 
however, allow them to pass without a severe, 
though ineffectual animadversion. “ I will ven¬ 
ture to assert,” said he, “ that not ten members 
of this assembly have read the articles, as they 
were not printed before the hour of one on the 
present day. We are, therefore, how about to 
proceed to the’ most solemn judicial act which 
we can execute, without knowing one word 
about the matter. If gentlemen would only 
peruse these charges, they never could declare 
seriously at the bar of the other house, that 
they, in behalf of themselves, and of the com¬ 
mons of England, present such trash as articles 
of impeachment. I am told that I ought to 
have made my opposition three days ago, when 
these charges were virtually, though not for¬ 
mally voted: but if so, what, in heaven’s name, 
did we mean by ordering them to be printed ! 
I have performed my duty, Mr. Speaker, in 
exposing so disgraceful a proceeding. Since, 
however, it is thought consistent with our dig¬ 
nity thus to proceed, I will not divide the house 
upon it.” This appeal produced no effect. Nei¬ 
ther Pitt nor Burke made any reply, and the 
charges were unanimously adopted. Two days 
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afterwards, on the 80th of May, the prorogation 
of parliament took place; his majesty noticing 
with sentiments of deep concern, in his speech 
on the occasion, the dissensions which unhap¬ 
pily prevailed among the states of the Dutch 
United Provinces. They were indeed of the 
most alarming description, threatening, among 
other calamitous consequences, the immediate 
subversion of the treaty of commerce recently 
concluded between France and England. 

October .—In the autumn died, at Dublin, the 
Duke of Rutland, lord-lieutenant of Ireland, 
not having attained the age of thirty-four. 
Though he neither displayed any eminent ta¬ 
lents or virtues, yet various circumstances con¬ 
duced to give him political importance at this 
period of the reign of George the Third, or 
more properly, of Pitt’s administration. His 
father, the celebrated Marquis of Granby, not¬ 
withstanding the attack made on him by Junius, 
and the greater misfortune which he underwent 
of being defended by Sir William Draper, left 
behind him a name dear to Englishmen. His 
courage, the affability of his manners, the hos¬ 
pitalities of his table, and the generosity .of . his 
disposition, justly acquired him universal popu- 
larity. To the Duke of Rutland, Pitt had 
owed his first entrance into the house of com¬ 
mons ; and from attachment to the new minis- 
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ter, whom he had conduced to elevate, more 
than from inclination, it was supposed that he 
accepted the government of Ireland, in the 
spring of the year 1784. Never was viceroy 
more formed to conciliate affection throughout 
that convivial kingdom! Splendid in his esta¬ 
blishment, his table presented every delicacy 
which luxury could accumulate or display. 
Vessels laden with fruit, and other expensive 
productions of England, came over by his di¬ 
rection weekly to Dublin, during the whole 
period of his viceroyalty. He participated 
largely in the festivities which he encouraged; 
and, like the younger Cyrus in antiquity, who, 
when writing to the Spartans, boasted his abi¬ 
lity to swallow more wine without bring intoxi¬ 
cated, than his elder brother could do, the duke 
might have challenged a similar superiority over 
most of his guests. 

Play, which divided with wine his evenings, 
had impaired his ample fortune, previous to his 
visiting Ireland. Nor, though united by mar¬ 
riage to the most beautiful woman in England, 
was he insensible to the seductions of beauty in 
others. A syren of that period, the magic of 
whose voice was at least equalled by her per¬ 
sonal attractions, — I mean Mrs. Billington, — 
held him for some time in her chains. Excesses 
of various kinds precipitated his end. A short 
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time before his decease, he quitted Dublin, in 
order to make a progress through various parts 
of the island, being entertained on his way at 
the seats of the nobility and gentry. During 
the course of this tour, he invariably began the 
day by eating at breakfast six or seven turkey’s 
eggs, as an accompaniment to tea or coffee. He 
then rode forty, and sometimes fifty miles; 
dined at six or at seven o’clock, after which he 
drank very freely; and concluded by sitting up 
to a late hour, always supping before he retired 
to rest. On his return to Dublin he was seized, 
as might have been anticipated, with a fever of 
so violent a nature as to baffle all medical skill. 
The Duchess of Rutland, whose health was 
likewise considerably impaired by the dissipa¬ 
tion of a winter passed in the Irish capital, had 
visited England for the purpose of consulting 
Warren, then the most eminent physician in 
London. While living in great seclusion at her 
mother the Duchess Dowager of Beaufort’s 
house, in Berkeley-square, intelligence arrived 
of the duke her husband’s dangerous, if not 
desperate situation. She immediately prepared 
to join him, and Warren actually set out for the 
purpose. But, before he could reach Bangor, 
on his way to Holyhead, he received informa¬ 
tion that the duke was no more; his blood 
having become so highly inflamed, as to render 
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ineffectual all the remedies administered for his 
relief. 

The Marquis of Buckingham, who had al¬ 
ready filled the office of lord-lieutenant under 
the Earl of Shelburne’s administration, was 
again selected for the same employment. He 
possessed far superior ability, as well as greater 
application to business, than his predecessor: 
but these qualities formed no compensation for 
the festivities to which the Irish had been ac¬ 
customed under their late ruler. Temperance 
invariably presided at the repasts of the mar¬ 
quis. Mr. Fitzherbert, whose diplomatic ta¬ 
lents had been employed at Paris during the 
negotiations which preceded the peace of 1783, 
replaced Mr. Orde, as secretary for Ireland. 
Like Orde, Fitzherbert has attained the British 
peerage; an elevation which he has reached less 
by eminent ability or distinguished services 
while resident as minister at Petersburgh, or at 
Madrid, than in consequence of his consummate 
prudence, accompanied with cautious, guarded, 
quiet, polished manners. These qualities have 
associated him to the private hours and recrea¬ 
tions of Buckingham House. Scarcely any indi¬ 
vidual about the court during the last twenty 
years has been admitted to such habits of inti¬ 
mate communication with the king and queen, 
as Lord St. Helen’s. Even down to the month 
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of May 1818, when her late majesty’s augment¬ 
ing maladies incapacitated her for any longer 
receiving a numerous company, he never failed 
to form one of her select evening party. I 
have always inclined to consider Lord St. He¬ 
len’s as superior in intellect to any of the chosen 
few constantly received at the queen’s house, or 
at Windsor. The late Earl of Cardigan, the 
present Earl of Arran, Lord Henley, and Mr. 
Arthur Stanhope, who participated the distinc¬ 
tion, could enter into no competition with him. 
Lord Walsingham might indeed be regarded as 
his equal in mental endowments, and of man¬ 
ners alike subdued. The persons whom I have 
enumerated, were among the principal courtiers 
admitted to the card-table of Charlotte of 
Mecklenburg. Similar qualifications recom¬ 
mended the ladies who enjoyed that distinction. 
At their head might be placed Mrs. Howe, 
who, when near fourscore, obeyed the sum¬ 
mons with the alacrity of youth, on the very 
shortest notice. She enjoyed the privilege of 
expressing her opinion without reserve, and was 
always treated by the king with extraordinary 
familiarity; more, indeed, as a relative, than as 
a common visitant. Mrs. Howe, who was a 
grand-daughter of George the First, continued 
to wear the female costume of his reign, at the 
close of the eighteenth century; and her figure, 
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cast in a Westphalian mould, baffled all descrip¬ 
tion. 

I return to the Duke, or rather, to theDuchess 
of Rutland. It is not sufficient merely to say 
that she was the most beautiful woman in the 
kingdom, of high rank. Her person, in sym¬ 
metry, elegance, and dignity, outstripped all 
rivality. Grace itself formed her limbs, and 
accompanied her movements. She was tall, of 
a just height; slender, yet by no means thin; 
combining in her figure the variety of points 
that Apelles is supposed to have sought through¬ 
out Greece. I have conversed with a lady who 
had seen her, not indeed in the state that Paris 
beheld the goddesses on Mount Ida; but so 
much undressed, that the description reminded 
me of Thomson’s Musidora. She assured me 
that no words could convey an adequate idea of 
Lady Mary Somerset’s formation:—for it hap¬ 
pened previous to her marriage. Her features 
were noble, yet delicate; and the Plantagenets 
could not have been represented by a more 
faultless sample of female loveliness. In this 
description there is neither partiality, nor exag¬ 
geration. In truth, I never contemplated her 
except as an enchanting statue, formed to ex¬ 
cite admiration, rather them to awaken love; 
this superb production of nature not being 
lighted up by corresponding mental attractions. 
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She wanted the smiles, the amenity, the ani- 
mation, the intelligence, the sweetness of the 
Duchess of Devonshire. She equally wanted 
the irresistible seduction and fascination of the 
Countess of Jersey. A woman of such pre¬ 
eminent charms, married to a man whose affec¬ 
tions and time she divided with three rivals,— 
wine, play, and women,—could not, however, 
want admirers. They sprang up, as Pope says 
of Lady Mary Wortley, wherever she turned 
ha* eyes. The duke took umbrage at it occa¬ 
sionally, notwithstanding his constitutional apa¬ 
thy ; and her coquetry or levity had produced 
so much inquietude in his mind, that it is said 
they parted on terms not the most affectionate, 
when she embarked for England. Anxious to 
withdraw him from the company with whom 
he was engaged at table, on a certain evening, 
at the Castle, the duchess had ventured to ap¬ 
proach the window of the apartment, and tap¬ 
ped at it with her fingers. But be resented the 
interference in the same manner that Norther- 
ton does the affront of Tom Jones. His de¬ 
cease operated, however, like Captain BhfiPs, in 
the same novel, as “ an infallible recipe for reco¬ 
vering the lost affections of a wife.” The 
duchess, after a period of grief and retirement, 
re-appeared with augmented attractions. I ne¬ 
ver saw her more beautiful than in the winter 
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of 1788. Notwithstanding the power of her 
charms, and the number of her followers, the 
duchess has never contracted a second mar¬ 
riage; and she still retains nearly as much 
beauty as Diana de Poitiers did, if we may be¬ 
lieve Bran tome, at the same period of life. 

Whatever sterility pervades our internal his¬ 
tory, during the long interval which elapsed 
between the prorogation of parliament, and its 
meeting again for the dispatch of business, is 
amply compensated by the magnitude and im¬ 
portance of the transactions that took place in 
the surrounding Continental states. I passed 
part of the autumn in Paris, where the utmost 
effervescence, not unmixed with gloomy appre¬ 
hensions of futurity, began already to diffuse 
their influence over society. Never, perhaps, at 
any period of the French history, did the throne 
require to have been filled by a prince of vigour 
and determination, more than in 1787. Unhap¬ 
pily, Louis the Sixteenth wanted those quali¬ 
ties : but, while Vergennes survived, the defects 
of his character were concealed from view. The 
death of that minister, followed as it was by the 
dismission and disgrace of Calonne, plunged the 
crown into embarrassments of the most com¬ 
plicated nature. The Archbishop of Toulouse 
proved himself wholly incapable of restoring 
confidence, or of retrieving the disorder in the 
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finances; and the parliament of Paris, openly 
sustained by the Duke of Orleans, encreased 
the public confusion, by pertinaciously refusing 
to register the new taxes. Such a state of 
affairs, which demanded equal wisdom and 
firmness in the sovereign, was rendered more 
critical from the peculiar circumstances of the 
time. The seven United Provinces, where France 
had established a predominant influence on the 
ruins of the stadtholder’s authority, loudly in¬ 
voked the protection of the court of Versailles. 
William the Fifth, Prince of Orange, whose 
incapacity and weaknesses had nearly annihi¬ 
lated the power so long exercised by his family 
over the republic of Holland, looked for sup¬ 
port to England, and to Prussia. While the 
great Frederic filled the throne of the latter 
kingdom, though he interfered by his good 
offices, and even by his remonstrances, in fa¬ 
vour of the stadtholder, yet he steadily with¬ 
held any military interference. His advanced 
age and infirmities, the faint interest which he 
felt in the fortunes of his niece the Princess of 
Orange, his predilection for France, and his 
estrangement from Great Britain, whose alli¬ 
ance he never sought, except from overruling 
necessity, during his whole reign;—these mo¬ 
tives prevented him from interposing by force 
to check the progress of the republican party. 
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But liis nephew, Frederic William the Se¬ 
cond, beheld with very different emotions the 
insult offered to his sister, who was arrested in 
her own carriage, by a party of Dutch cavalry, 
while quietly proceeding from Nimeguen to the 
Hague; detained, and treated with great per¬ 
sonal indignity. Having concerted with the 
English ministers his plan of operations, he did 
not hesitate to march an army into Holland, 
under the command of the Duke of Brunswig 
so renowned in the “ seven years’ war,” who 
advanced rapidly towards Amsterdam. The 
measure was bold, perhaps rash. Neither Philip 
the Second, nor Louis the Fourteenth, the two 
most powerful sovereigns who have appeared 
in modern Europe, if we except Napoleon, 
could achieve the conquest of that province, 
though undertaken by each with an overwhelm¬ 
ing force. Yet Frederic William succeeded in 
the attempt. If Vergennes had survived, it 
might nevertheless have had a different issue; 
and Europe might have presented another his¬ 
tory. Louis the Sixteenth wanted not the in¬ 
clination to support his party, with all the power 
of the French monarchy. He even made de¬ 
monstrations of opposing the Prussians; assem¬ 
bled a considerable body of troops on the fron¬ 
tier, not far from Liege; menaced the courts of 
Berlin and of London with immediate interfe- 
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rence, if they did not desist; issued orders to 
equip a fleet at Brest, as Pitt had already done 
at Portsmouth; and performed every act an¬ 
nouncing hostility, except actually commencing 
war. But the internal weakness and financial 
distress of France prevented the sward from 
being unsheathed. The combined powers pro¬ 
ceeded, and the Duke of Brunswic, notwith¬ 
standing all the impediments presented by the 
nature of the country, as well as by the resist¬ 
ance of the inhabitants, finally entered Amster¬ 
dam. Holland was subdued, the stadtholder 
replaced, and the party attached to the house of 
Bourbon overturned; while Louis, unable to 
extend assistance, looked on with reluctant ac¬ 
quiescence. So low had that sovereign sunk, 
who, not five years earlier, had almost dictated 
terms of peace to England, after dissevering 
thirteen colonies from the British empire, and 
compelling the restitution to Spain of Minorca, 
and the Floridas! Pitt rose proportionately in 
the scale of European estimation. His friends 
already boasted, rather prematurely, that he 
was not merely a great minister of finance; 
but, like his father, a statesman formed to 
wield, and to direct with decisive skill, the na¬ 
tional energies in time of war. Even his ene¬ 
mies were silent, or joined the general ap¬ 
plause. Such were the fortunate, though tem- 
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porary, results of the Prussian invasion of Hol¬ 
land ! 

Nor did the Austrian Low Countries exhibit, 
during the summer and autumn of 1787, events 
less important than the two neighbouring states. 
The inhabitants of those rich maritime pro¬ 
vinces, though they no longer possessed the 
flourishing manufactures, nor the extensive 
commerce, which they carried on under the 
Burgundian princes, more than three centuries 
earlier; yet still retained an enthusiastic love 
of freedom. Having been ceded by the treaties 
of Utrecht and of Badstadt to the German 
branch of the house of Austria, they had re¬ 
mained nearly seventy years under the mild 
control of the Emperor Charles the Sixth, and 
his daughter Maria Theresa. Both those sove¬ 
reigns wisely respected the privileges of a peo¬ 
ple whose geographical position in Europe, and 
whose distance from the seat of government, 
enabled them not only to resist any act of des¬ 
potism, but to invoke the aid of England, or of 
France, against oppression. Unrestrained by 
considerations which would have deterred a 
more prudent prince, Joseph the Second under¬ 
took to coerce the Flemings, and to extinguish 
their civil liberties. An attempt, in itself so 
unjust, he began at a period when he had al¬ 
ready connected himself by the closest ties of 
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policy with Catherine the Second; when he had 
accompanied her on a progress to the Crimea, 
and had secretly agreed, in concert with the 
Russian empress, to commence war upon the 
Turks. Joseph, who anticipated the conquest 
of the Ottoman provinces lying on the Lower 
Danube, meditated to reduce into a similar 
state of vassalage his subjects of Brabant and 
of Flanders. Previous to her decease, his mo¬ 
ther Maria Theresa had entrusted the adminis¬ 
tration of the Netherlands, after the death of 
Prince Charles of Lorrain, to her favourite 
daughter, the Archduchess Christina ; a prin¬ 
cess who'to great personal beauty added much 
activity of character. With her was joined her 
husband, Duke Albert of Saxony, youngest of 
the sons of Augustus the Third, king of Po¬ 
land. Under their temperate rule, notwith¬ 
standing the innovations of various kinds made 
by the emperor their new sovereign, in eccle¬ 
siastical, as well as in civil affairs, yet down to 
the close of 1786 no symptoms of insurrection 
manifested themselves throughout the Low 
Countries. 

Joseph (whose whole reign of more than nine 
years formed a perpetual series of rash experi¬ 
ments; dictated indeed, we must admit, in 
many instances, by benevolent or enlarged prin¬ 
ciples of action, but tinctured in all with the 
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spirit of arbitrary power,) well knew that his 
sister and Duke Albert would not, without ex¬ 
treme reluctance, carry into execution his vio¬ 
lent decrees. He therefore made choice of ano¬ 
ther instrument for the purpose; and the indi¬ 
vidual whom he selected, was not a native of 
Germany, but an Italian. Count Belgiojoso, 
whom I personally knew, possessed many qua¬ 
lities which might justify the emperor’s prefer¬ 
ence. His manners were noble, his talents con¬ 
siderable; and though he loved pleasure, he 
could devote himself to business. A Milanese 
by birth, he would probably have governed that 
beautiful province, if it had been committed to 
him, equally for the benefit of his sovereign, 
and of the people subjected to his authority. 
But Belgiojoso was misplaced at Brussels. His 
residence of several years in England, while 
Austrian envoy at the court of London, had 
not impressed him with ideas favourable to li¬ 
berty. On the contrary, he appeared to have 
imbibed from Lord George Gordon’s riots in 
1780, which scenes of outrage he witnessed, a 
strong prejudice against popular rights. As 
early as 1784, Joseph appointed him to the 
office of first minister of the Low Countries; but 
without recalling the Archduchess and Duke 
Albert; whom, more in compliance with his 
mother Maria Theresa’s last injunctions, than 
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either from affection or inclination, he still al¬ 
lowed to retain their situations. The supreme 
power did not the less reside exclusively in Bel- 
giojoso: — a fact of which the Flemings were 
well apprized. Under his administration, every 
measure of which emanated from Vienna, their 
affections were alienated, all their national pre¬ 
judices shocked, their most antient customs 
abolished by edict; and the political constitu¬ 
tion, to maintain which inviolate Joseph had 
sworn at his accession, was treated with disre¬ 
gard. Nor were instances of military violence 
wanting, which, though they might have in¬ 
spired submission in Transylvania, or in Croa¬ 
tia, were calculated to excite indignation and 
resistance among the Flemings. Such was the 
position of affairs, when Joseph, returning from 
Cherson, prepared to commence military opera¬ 
tions against the Ottoman Porte. 

Scarcely had he reached the Austrian capital, 
early in July, when intelligence arrived, an¬ 
nouncing that the states of Brabant, Flanders, 
and Haynault, incensed at the infraction of 
their charters, had suspended by their own au¬ 
thority all his arbitrary edicts; had refused to 
grant any subsidies, until the grievances of 
which they complained were redressed; and had 
virtually set the imperial power at defiance. It 
cannot be doubted that Joseph would instantly 
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have marched an army into the Low Countries, 
if be had not been withheld by the engage¬ 
ments contracted with his ally the Empress of 
Russia, to attack the Turks. Thus fettered, he 
thought proper to restrain, and to postpone his 
resentment. Having recalled the Archduchess 
and Duke Albert, he likewise ordered Belgio- 
joso to repair to Vienna. Finally, yielding to 
the urgency of the occasion, he submitted to 
accept the assurances of duty and loyalty made 
by the deputies of the Flemish states; professed 
a disposition to restore all the rights of their 
violated constitution; and, as the best proof of 
his sincerity, removed Belgiojoso from his em¬ 
ployment. 

Count Trautmansdorff, a German, and a man 
acceptable from the moderation of his charac¬ 
ter, replaced him as minister of the Nether¬ 
lands. But acts of grace evidently extorted, 
and which under more favourable circumstances 
might be revoked, did not induce the insur¬ 
gents to disarm, or to confide in the imperial 
professions. Without withdrawing their alle¬ 
giance, they held themselves in readiness , to 
resist oppression ; while Joseph plunging into a 
war with the Turks, which covered his arms 
with dishonour, reserved his vengeance for a 
more propitious moment. That moment never 
arrived. His turbulent, ambitious career, pro- 
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ductive of incalculable injury to the bouse of 
Austria, already verged towards its termination. 
Happily, the conciliating, judicious conduct of 
his brother and successor, Leopold, pacified the 
discontents of the Flemings, and restored order 
throughout the Low Countries. Those who 
know that history offers a perpetual recurrence 
of the same events under new names, will be 
struck with the similarity of conduct between 
Philip the Second of Spain, and Joseph the 
Second of Austria. The same despotic, tyran¬ 
nical intentions actuated both princes towards 
their Flemish subjects; but Joseph’s principles 
were checked by the spirit of the eighteenth 
century; nor was he, like Philip, a merciless 
bigot. Margaret of Parma, governess of the 
Netherlands under the Spanish sovereign, seems 
to re-appear in the Archduchess Christina; as 
Cardinal Granvelle, Philip’s minister, revives in 
Count Belgiojoso. So accurate is the resem¬ 
blance between the two periods. If Joseph’s 
power and revenues had equalled those of 
Philip, or if his life and reign had been as long 
protracted, we should probably have witnessed 
as severe and sanguinary a conflict in our own 
time, between the Austrian emperor and his 
revolted people in Flanders, as took place two 
hundred years earlier, under the Duke of Alva, 
and the Prince of Parma. 
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27 th November .—Never had George the Third, 
during the course of seven-and-twenty years, 
met his parliament under circumstances so aus¬ 
picious, as towards the end of November 1787! 
The popularity which attended his accession 
had speedily become obscured in consequence 
of his unfortunate partiality to Lord Bute, fol¬ 
lowed by the dismission of Mr. Pitt from his 
councils. It underwent a still more severe 
eclipse at the peace of 1763, when, from causes 
that remain yet unexplained, — for it is impos¬ 
sible to solve the problem by attributing it 
merely to ministerial incapacity, — the most 
valuable acquisitions of a victorious war were 
restored to a vanquished enemy. Wilkes and 
Junius successively attacked his measures, and 
laid bare the infirmities of his character, or the 
errors of his government. By the convention 
made with Spain in 1770, though we main¬ 
tained possession of the object in dispute, the 
Falkland Islands; yet the national honour suf¬ 
fered from the arrogance and insolent preten¬ 
sions of the court of Madrid. During the con¬ 
tinuance of the American contest, his majesty 
never opened a session without the painful ne¬ 
cessity of disclosing some defeat, capitulation, 
or disgrace. Even from the peace of 1783; 
however meritorious, as I now think, Lard 
Shelburne may be esteemed for having nego- 
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tiated that treaty, under all the circumstances 
of our situation; yet the sovereign could not 
derive any source of pride, or of exultation. 
But he could say to his parliament on the pre¬ 
sent occasion, “ I have effaced the faults and 
calamities of my past reign. If I have lost 
thirteen colonies, I have humbled the power by 
whose aid they were emancipated; and I have 
effected it without drawing the sword. Eng¬ 
land, which at the close of 1782 was reduced 
to solicit peace at Paris, has now resumed her 
rank among the European nations. I have, 
with the aid of Prussia, restored my ally the 
stadtholder to his antient place at the head of 
the Dutch republic. France, which so lately 
acted as the arbitress of events, torn by intes¬ 
tine dissentions, distressed in her finances, desti¬ 
tute of able ministers to direct her councils, has 
been reduced to witness my triumph, and her 
own humiliation. Contemplating these vicissi¬ 
tudes, and ever looking to the Divinity for 
support, I may exclaim, 

-“ Valet ima summis 

Mutare, et insignia adtenuat Deus, 

Obscura promens.” 

Such in fact, if reduced to parliamentary lan¬ 
guage, was the speech delivered at the com¬ 
mencement of the session. His majesty, with 
dignity, but void of any offensive expressions. 
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recapitulated the leading facts which had just 
taken place in Holland; the insult offered to 
the Princess of Orange; his own co-operation 
with Frederic William; the menaces used by 
France; the rapid success that attended the 
Prussian troops; finally, the mutual explana¬ 
tions between the courts of St. James’s and of 
Versailles, followed by disarming their respec¬ 
tive fleets. Pitt selected to move the address 
an individual who has since filled various high 
situations in the state, and who at this hour oc¬ 
cupies the eminent post of lord president of the 
council. I mean, Mr. Ryder, now Earl of Har- 
rowby. He was then scarcely twenty-five; 
but his early display of talents justified the mi¬ 
nister’s preference. A delicate constitution, 
precarious health, and an irritable frame of 
mind, have nevertheless operated throughout 
life to prevent his being long employed in those 
laborious offices of government which demand 
severe or unremitting exertion. It required no 
extraordinary eloquence or ingenuity to justify 
measures which had been crowned with so tri¬ 
umphant a result. Mr. Ryder, with becoming 
brevity, stated them to the house. Fox, who 
rose soon afterwards, admitted all their force; 
concurred in approving the principle which dic¬ 
tated our late interference in Continental affairs; 
claimed for himself the merit of having early 
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adopted it, as the uniform guide of his own po¬ 
litical conduct, finally declaring that the sub¬ 
stance of the address met with his sincere con¬ 
currence. While, however, he thus candidly 
recognized the minister’s general merit in the 
late transactions, he did not the less repeat his 
own uniform denunciation of the perfidy dis¬ 
played by France, in all her negotiations with 
foreign states. The address was carried without 
a dissentient voice. 

Pitt had attained at this time to an almost 
unexampled height of ministerial favour and 
popularity: but he did not remain many years 
in that elevation. Heavy clouds soon began 
to collect round him; and though they fre¬ 
quently seemed to disperse, yet they perpetu¬ 
ally gathered anew, ultimately enveloping him 
in a dark shade, and accompanying him with 
aggravated gloom, to the termination of his ex¬ 
istence. I know from persons who had most 
frequent access to his private hours, that after 
1793, down to his decease in January 1806, he 
scarcely enjoyed any settled tranquillity , of 
mind, either in or out of office. Devoured by 
ambition, accustomed to dictate his will to par¬ 
liament, and habituated to power ever since he 
had attained to manhood; incapable of find¬ 
ing consolation for the loss of public employ¬ 
ment, either in marriage, or in literary re- 
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searches, or in cultivating his Kentish farm, or 
in drilling refractory Cinque Port Volunteers; 
embarrassed in his pecuniary circumstances, 
and contemplating his country engaged in a 
war which threatened to involve the finances, 
the credit, and even the independence of Great 
Britain, in final subversion;—the concluding 
thirteen years of Pitt’s wonderful career pre¬ 
sent a subject of painful contemplation. Fox, 
if he had enjoyed a moderate independence, 
either hereditary or acquired, would unques¬ 
tionably have formed an object of comparative 
envy. Inured to the privations inflicted by his 
acts of early imprudence, which had made him 
acquainted with adversity and poverty; having 
scarcely tasted, throughout his whole life, of 
political power; and emulous of attaining his¬ 
torical fame, if he could not reach ministerial 
eminence;—Fox could call into action re¬ 
sources denied by nature to his successful rival. 
He might tranquilly contemplate, from his re¬ 
treat at St. Anne’s Hill, the storms that shook 
Downing-street and Walmer Castle. He had 
invariably reprobated and opposed the war com¬ 
menced with revolutionary France in 1793; all 
the disasters, and calamities of which protracted 
struggle served to justify to himself the line 
of policy which he had originally embraced, 
and urged from the opposition bench. If I 
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were compelled to estimate the comparative 
measure of felicity enjoyed by these two illus¬ 
trious statesmen, during the thirteen conclud¬ 
ing years of their residence on earth, I should 
not hesitate an instant to decide it in favour of 
Fox. But I might be tempted to exclude the 
short period of about eight months which he 
survived his great competitor, and when he 
may be said to have presided in the councils of 
George the Third. 

December .—Sir Elijah Impey’s impeachment 
forms the only important event which occurred 
in either house of parliament previous to the 
Christmas recess. The chief justice of Bengal 
occupies indeed nearly as conspicuous a place 
throughout the session of 1788, as the governor- 
general fills during the two preceding years. 
But Impey by no means excites the same in¬ 
terest with Hastings, who possessed an elevated 
mind, however ambitious or even despotic may 
have been his administration in various in¬ 
stances, while invested with authority. Impey, 
rapacious, if not corrupt; and rendering his 
high office subservient to purposes of oppres¬ 
sion, both legal and financial; seems to have 
had only one object constantly in view,—accu¬ 
mulation. The trial, condemnation, and execu¬ 
tion of Nundcomar, are inseparably connected 
with his name. Sir Gilbert Elliot undertook 



372 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1787. 

the laborious, as well as invidious task, of 
bringing forward the charges against him; — 
charges which he opened in a speech of no 
Ordinary ability, well-arranged, temperate, yet 
full of energy. It displayed, indeed, no ray of 
Sheridan’s wit, of Fox’s impassioned and per¬ 
suasive oratory, or of the classic imagery which 
illuminated the. desultory eloquence of Burke. 
Sir Gilbert, possessing a solid, not a brilliant 
understanding; and nourishing under a cold 
exterior, a persevering, systematic ambition; 
bas reached through successive gradations of 
employment, to a great elevation. We have 
beheld him appointed viceroy of a Mediter¬ 
ranean island, which is become unfortunately 
too conspicuous in the modern history of Eu¬ 
rope, by having given birth to a man, all whose 
vast energies were unhappily directed to pur¬ 
poses of conquest, spoliation, and subversion. 
Expelled from Corsica, Pitt sent Sir Gilbert in 
a diplomatic character to Vienna. He was sub¬ 
sequently placed at the head of the East India 
Board of Control, which he quitted to assume the 
government-general of Bengal. On his return 
he was raised to the dignity of a British earl. 
His father. Sir Gilbert, was a man of very emi¬ 
nent parts. During the first sixteen years of 
the reign of George the Third, he successively 
filled various important posts about the court, or 
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in the state, down to the period of his decease in 
1777.' Few individuals enjoyed a higher de¬ 
gree of royal favour, or shared more largely in 
the unpopularity attached to the measures of 
Lord North’s administration. His name ap¬ 
pears in the publications of that time, joined 
with those of Jenkinson, Dyson, Bradshaw, 
and others, none of whom were embalmed, in 
the affection of their contemporaries. To his 
son he bequeathed an ample patrimonial es¬ 
tate, while he laid the foundations of that son’s 
political fortune. 

Elliot having traced in a summary manner 
the principal features of Impey’s legal career 
while in India, from the date of his first arrival 
at Calcutta in 1774, down to his recall by a 
vote of the house of commons; and having 
severely inveighed against the acts of tyranny 
or of malversation which: he had authorized 
and committed; finished by enumerating the 
charges brought against him. They were six 
in number. At their head stood Nundcomar’s 
murder, as Elliot denominated it;—a murder 
which, he said, had been performed in the most 
solemn and deliberate manner. The remaining 
articles accused him of scandalous corruption, 
notorious injustice, intentional infraction of the 
parliamentary powers under which he held and 
exercised his functions; lastly, subornation of 
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evidence; thereby lending to falsehood the sanc¬ 
tity of an oath. Acts more enormous could 
scarcely have been attributed even to the fa¬ 
mous chancellor of James the Second. Not a 
word was said in Impey’s defence, from any 
part of the assembly, when Sir Gilbert moved 
to lay his complaint on the table. But a few 
days afterwards, on the 18th of December, he 
having proposed to refer the charges to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house, on the 4th of the 
ensuing month of February ; Pitt, while he as¬ 
sented to the motion, nevertheless observed, that 
from the hasty perusal which he had given to 
the articles, he entertained strong doubts whe¬ 
ther the inferences drawn from the alledged 
facts were grounded on the principles of English 
law. Here terminated the discussion, an ad¬ 
journment immediately taking place, up to the 
last day of January 1788 ; and with this event 
I shall close the Memoirs of my own Time for 
the year 1787. 
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January. — During the lapse of more than 
seventy-three years, ever since the accession of 
the house of Hanover, no minister of this coun¬ 
try, as I have already observed, had attained to 
the same degree of power and popularity as Pitt 
enjoyed at the beginning of 1788. Sir Robert 
Walpole, who, under two successive princes, for 
the space of at least twenty years had filled the 
first place in the councils of the crown, neither 
deserved, nor acquired, the favour of the nation. 
To the preservation of his employments he sacri¬ 
ficed the character of parliament, where the most 
notorious corruption pervaded and directed every 
deliberation. To the preservation of peace, he 
sacrificed the glory and the interests of his 
country. France, between 1733 and 1735, was 
allowed, by his tame, selfish, pusillanimous po- 

VOL. III. b 



MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 


1788 . 


licy, to conquer Naples for a prince of the house 
of Bourbon, and to incorporate Lorrain with her 
own dominions. However personally acceptable 
he might be to his two foreign royal masters, his 
fall was unaccompanied with any testimonies of 
national affection, respect, or regret. Mr. Pel¬ 
ham, it is true, possessed during the period of 
his administration, embracing about nine years, a 
great share of public regard; but it was confer¬ 
red rather on his private virtues, than on his ta¬ 
lents, or ministerial services. The treaty of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, concluded while he held the first 
place at the treasury board, may be justly ac¬ 
counted one of the least glorious which we have 
signed since the peace of Ryswick. Of Mr. Pel¬ 
ham we may indeed say, as Junius does of Lord 
Granby, “ bonum virum facile dixeris; magnum, 
libenter.” The first Mr. Pitt unquestionably was 
idolized, and justly, by his countrymen; while his 
powerful mind, at one and the same time, coerced 
the cabinet, subjected parliament, withered oppo¬ 
sition, and directed, with no less ability than suc¬ 
cess, the energies of the nation against her foreign 
enemies. But he neither possessed the real confi¬ 
dence of George the Second, nor of George the 
Third; the former of whom employed him, as 
the latter retained him for a short time in office, 
not from choice, but in reluctant deference to the 
universal wishes of their subjects. Nor can it be 
forgotten that this illustrious statesman seemed 
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to be designed by nature exclusively for a time 
of war. His talents, like those of the Corsican 
Emperor of the French, were adapted, not for 
the calm, but for the tempest. 

If Mr. Pitt had not been supplanted by Lord 
Bute, we doubtless should have retained, at the 
treaty of Fontainebleau, some of those valuable 
possessions in the West Indies which were re¬ 
stored by us to France and Spain. But it may be 
reasonably doubted whether the secretary’s popu¬ 
larity would have long sustained itself after the 
conclusion of peace. He was wholly unqualified 
to preside over the finances; of which depart¬ 
ment, during his short and triumphant career, he 
left the superintendance to the Duke of New¬ 
castle and Mr. Legge, while he dictated his plea¬ 
sure to the treasury, as well as to the admiralty. 
His faculties, which were not calculated for the 
meridian of Downing-street, became felt at the 
extremities of Asia and of America; at Beslisle, 
at Manilla, at Martinique, in Cuba, and in Ca¬ 
nada. Conscious of his powers, no less than of his 
deficiencies, he never emulated any higher osten¬ 
sible office than secretary of state. From that 
position, his powerful mind domineered the cabi¬ 
net during about four years, under two kings* 
Charles Fox, like the first Mr. Pitt, limited his 
ambition to the same employment, but not from 
a similar cause; for Fox, in my opinion, might 
have directed the finances of Great Britain with 
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as much ability as her foreign policy and councils. 
His defect lay principally in the irregularities of 
his private life. Lord North, for the space of 
full twelve years, enjoyed the perfect confidence 
of his sovereign. Not a cloud of any magnitude 
arose in the closet; though during the calamitous 
interval between 1777 and 1782, when Lord 
North would more than once have willingly with¬ 
drawn from a rhinous contest, Jenkinson might 
receive marks of predilection or of confidence, 
withheld from the minister. But Lord North, as 
was once avowed by Dundas in the course of 
debate, wanted the energy and severity requisite 
to control his colleagues. He constituted the 
charm of private society. His wit, brilliant and 
playful, never became acrimonious. He was an 
accomplished orator, an able financier, irreproach¬ 
able in his individual character, and fully ade¬ 
quate to conduct the national affairs in ordinary 
times. His crime was the American war. In 
that abyss he became ultimately ingulphed. 

Pitt’s situation at this time bore no analogy 
to any of the four preceding ministers. It is 
difficult to imagine what a magic there was in 
his name; I might say, his names (baptismal as 
well as family denomination), which seemed to 
present his father anew before the eyes of parlia¬ 
ment. Neither did Fox, nor does the present 
Earl of Liverpool, enjoy this advantage; as, 
though their respective fathers were men of great 
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intellectual endowments, I scarcely remember 
two more unpopular individuals than Lord Hol¬ 
land and Charles Jenkinson. The chancellor of 
the exchequer still wanted several months of hav¬ 
ing accomplished his twenty-ninth year. Yet he 
displayed none of the usual characteristic conco¬ 
mitants of youth. Neither women, nor play, nor 
the allurements of the turf, nor the exhibitions of 
the theatre, nor the sports of the field, nor plea¬ 
sure under any form, interfered with his official 
duties. Wine, which his constitution demanded 
as a stimulus, rarely led him into any excess; and 
the companions of his convivial hours were not 
numerous. His elevated, ambitious mind, which 
grasped at solid power, was superior to the trap¬ 
pings of vanity. Unlike Sir Robert Walpole 
and Lord North, both of whom aspired to, and 
obtained, the distinction of the garter , Pitt de¬ 
sired to remain a commoner without decoration. 
At a subsequent period, when the king offered to 
confer on him that splendid ornament, he de¬ 
clined it, and only besought of his majesty to 
bestow it on the Earl of Chatham; thus prefer¬ 
ring the chief of his family to himself. 

His magnanimous contempt of money, exem¬ 
plified in giving the clerkship of the pells to 
Colonel Barr£, (though it was a place in the ex¬ 
chequer, a department over which he personally 
presided, and the patronage of which belonged 
to him;) this extraordinary act of renunciation. 
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scarcely exceeded by the brightest models in an¬ 
tiquity, extorted universal applause. Negligent 
however as he was of his own interests, he mani¬ 
fested the utmost vigilance in protecting those of 
the public. Under his administration, the go¬ 
vernment securities had risen to a height un¬ 
known since the commencement of the American 
war; and the institution of a sinking fund of one 
million, had given a stability to credit, which ren¬ 
dered him most popular on the "Royal Exchange. 
In the management of parliament, he had hardly 
found it necessary, as yet, to have recourse to 
the arts of corruption. His late successful in¬ 
terference in the Dutch affairs, though, as he 
modestly owned in the house of commons, 
when discussing the subject, “ it had turned out 
so fortunate for Great Britain, rather from an 
extraordinary combination of circumstances than 
from any other cause,” yet had raised him to an 
unprecedented point of general confidence. In 
making this recognition of Pitt’s merits, I am 
not impelled by any partiality. For Lord North, 
and for Lord Sackville, I nourished great pre¬ 
dilection; but towards Pitt I felt none, except 
the obligation imposed on me to write truth. In 
fact, I rendered him far more service than he ever 
rendered me. 

In one point of view, and in one only, this 
great minister might be said to stand on lower 
ground than some of his predecessors: I mean, 
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royal favour. No man can suppose that he was 
considered by George the Third with the affec¬ 
tionate preference that he exhibited for the Earl 
of Bute. I have indeed always placed that noble¬ 
man in the list of favourites, rather than of public 
functionaries. He ranks rather with Carr and Vil- 
liers, than with the Danbys, the Godolphins, or 
the Harleys. Wilkes, when attacking Lord Bute, 
ascended to the time of Edward the Third, in 
order to find his parallel in the person of Roger 
Mortimer. But never did the king regard Mr. 
Pitt with the same warm feelings of kindness as 
he displayed towards Lord North, who was natu¬ 
rally and constitutionally gay; facetious, yet re¬ 
spectful ; and blessed with an unalterable suavity 
of temper. Pitt’s manners w*e stiff, retired, 
without unction or grace. On some occasions 
he dictated, while on others he refused to yield, 
even in matters painfully affecting the sovereign. 
It is well known that very sharp dialogues took 
place in the closet between them, previous to 
1793. After that period, when the Duke of York 
commanded in the Netherlands, while Lord Chat¬ 
ham presided at the admiralty; altercations, ac¬ 
companied by mutual recrimination, more than 
once arose, of the most personal description. I 
could state particulars. 

In permitting Mr. Hastings to be impeached, 
and in supporting the prosecution, Pitt rudely 
shocked the king’s opinions, who always esteemed 
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the governor-general as one of his most able, 
meritorious, and ill-used subjects. Perhaps Pitt 
is to be admired for the line of conduct that he 
adopted; but it could not be acceptable at St. 
James’s. In truth, Pitt was not made to be 
loved. Admiration and respect followed him 
wherever he appeared, but not general attach¬ 
ment. He possessed, however, an invaluable ally 
in Fox, from whose power he had rescued the 
sovereign, by exertions which he only could have 
successfully made, and of which service the king 
retained the strongest sense. He was indeed 
well aware that a rupture with his minister would 
not only be attended by the loss of that popu¬ 
larity which since the close of the American war 
he had acquired, but must probably necessitate 
him to return to his former bondage under the 
coalition. In the year 1801, when Pitt and his 
colleagues resigned, it was not Hastings, or Lord 
Chatham, or the Duke of York, or temporal con¬ 
cerns of any description, that formed the matter 
in dispute between them. A higher subject, one 
which affected his coronation oath, superseded in 
the king’s estimation all sublunary political con¬ 
siderations. He had besides with great ability 
provided a successor for Pitt, in the person of 
Addington, to whom he gently and dexterously 
transferred the administration, leaving Fox seated 
where he was antecedently, on the opposition 
bench. 
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4th February .—As the last discussions which 
took place previous to the adjournment regarded 
Sir Elijah Impey; so one of the earliest subjects 
of debate in the house of commons, when that 
assembly met again, was his prosecution. Sir 
Elijah himself being permitted to appear at the 
bar, delivered a very able and impressive answer 
to the charges presented against him. The trial 
and execution of Nundcomar constituting the hea¬ 
viest allegation, he directed his principal efforts 
to dear himself from the guilt commonly attach¬ 
ed to that act. It had been generally reported 
and credited, that Lord Mansfield, who was then 
justly considered as the greatest authority on all 
matters of criminal law, declared “ the execution 
of Nundcomar to have been a legal murder” In 
order to erase the impression made by an opinion 
from which there could have been no appeal. Sir 
Elijah informed the house, that having written a 
letter on the subject to the nobleman in question, 
he had received an answer from his lordship, posi¬ 
tively dedaring that he had never used any such 
expression. But the chief justice of the King’s 
Bench limited himself to the bare denial, without 
subjoining the slightest approbation of the judi¬ 
cial proceedings instituted against the unfortunate 
rajah. Sir Elijah likewise produced other high 
testimonials to his official character and conduct, 
while at the head of the courts of judicature in 
Bengal; including particularly, if I recollect right, 
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the celebrated names of Blackstone and of Dun¬ 
ning. After having commented with great abi¬ 
lity on the trial itself, and read the conclusion of 
the charge that he delivered on the occasion, 
from the bench, to the jury; which he cited as a 
proof of his having given the prisoner every fair 
chance for his life; he observed that the sentence 
pronounced was unanimous. “ If therefore,” con¬ 
cluded he, “ I am guilty, the other judges who 
presided in that court participate the criminality 
with me. I was nevertheless suffered to remain 
in India as chief justice, near six years after¬ 
wards ; and the other judges still remain at this 
hour in Bengal, distributing justice, though their 
hands have been dipped in blood. But is it cre¬ 
dible that four men of unspotted reputation 
down to Nundcomar’s conviction, should at once 
become so depraved as to join in the commission 
of murder ? However feeble therefore may be 
my defence, I trust that when they come to this 
bar, their arguments will have more force, and 
will sustain whatever I, in my present reply, have 
left weak or inadequate.” 

1th February .— These facts and arguments, 
which, it must be admitted, were not destitute of 
legal or of moral weight, received still further 
corroboration when Sir Elijah entered a second 
time on his defence. I knew him personally, and 
I always entertained strong prejudices in his dis¬ 
favour;—prejudices, which neither the expres- 
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sion of his countenance, nor his manners, tended 
to dispel. Yet truth compels me to declare, that 
certain passages in his appeal to the house of com¬ 
mons reminded me of Lord Strafford’s eloquent 
address to his judges in 1641. “ Is it intended, 
Mr. Speaker,” said he, “ by accumulating articles 
of accusation against me, charging me exclusively 
with acts in which the other judges equally parti¬ 
cipated, to induce or compel me to fly my coun¬ 
try ? Do my accusers hope that I will not come 
forward to refute them ? Can it answer the pur¬ 
poses of public justice, to bring against me such 
a mass of falsehood and of misrepresentation?—I 
have much at stake. I have moreover ten chil¬ 
dren, for whose provision it is equally my duty 
and my wish to preserve my fortune. But I 
will sacrifice that fortune to the preservation of 
my character. No child of mine shall blush to 
acknowledge me for his father!” The Speaker, 
by order of the house, having demanded of him 
how soon he would be ready to reply to the re¬ 
maining charges; “ My mind,” replied he, “ is so 
unhinged by the imputation of having legally 
murdered Nundcomar, and my health is so deeply 
affected by such an accusation, that I find it im¬ 
possible to exert myself in my defence against 
the other articles, till a decision has taken place 
respecting the leading charge. It is of a deep 
cast, and on it 1 have concentrated my attention. 
With respect to the minor charges, I hold myself 
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ready to answer them whenever the house shall 
call on me.” Pitt having instantly moved to 
comply with Sir Elijah’s request, Elliot, desirous 
to avoid a division which would unquestionably 
be carried against him, reluctantly assented to the 
proposition. 

Violent personal altercations nevertheless ac¬ 
companied every stage of the prosecution. Al¬ 
ready the truth of Lord Mansfield’s profound 
observation on the essential difference between 
criminal and political justice began to be fully ex¬ 
emplified. Eloquence might induce a legislative 
assembly, unrestrained in its proceedings by legal 
forms, to accuse a governor-general of having 
committed criminal acts in his political capacity, 
because the crimes imputed were in themselves 
vague and indefinite. But, in order to impeach a 
chief justice of having been corrupt or oppressive 
while sitting on the bench, it became necessary 
not only to adduce evidence the most formal and 
defined, but to follow the ordinary rules laid 
down in courts of law. To these fetters, the 
prosecutors very unwillingly submitted. Impey’s 
recent defence at the bar had produced a strong 
sensation in his favour, and effected a temporary 
revulsion in popular opinion. He enjoyed, more¬ 
over, an advantage denied to Hastings; namely, 
that he belonged to a learned profession, the indi¬ 
viduals composing which body assembled round 
him as a sort of guard, ready to defend him 
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against his accusers. Francis having moved to 
require the delivery of a paper which Sir Elijah 
had read in his exculpation, and the solicitor-ge¬ 
neral opposing its forced production, as subversive 
of every principle of justice; Francis launched 
out in a tone of indignant complaint. “ A week 
ago,” exclaimed he, “ scarcely an individual was 
to be found who did not esteem Sir Elijah Im- 
pey highly criminal. On a sudden, the tide is 
turned, and tenderness is to be manifested towards 
him. We behold a phalanx drawn up on the 
other side. Whole bands of learned counsel, even 
judges themselves, flock down to support him, to 
welcome him with cheers, and to encourage him, 
not merely with the smiles, but with the halloo of 
government.” 

A cry of Order! resounding from the minis¬ 
terial side of the house, Pitt immediately rose, 
and observed that such language he never could 
hear without feelings of abhorrence. “ What!” 
continued he, “ when a person accused of charges 
the most flagrant stands here for the first time on 
his defence, is it to be asserted that no tenderness 
should be shewn him?” Fox and Burke persist¬ 
ing, nevertheless, to compel the production of 
the document in question, the master of the rolls 
(Kenyon) interposed. He had entered the house 
while Francis was on his legs, and as he advanced 
up the floor, imperfectly heard the accusation 
levelled against the judge§. Irascible as Kenyon 
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was from constitution, and upright from charac¬ 
ter, he could not tamely submit to an imputation 
which personally affected him. “ If,” exclaimed 
he, “ that honourable gentleman is really the im¬ 
maculate person which his friends describe him 
to be, it ill befits him to charge bad intentions on 
other men; and while he reprobates Sir Elijah 
Impey’s conduct, become himself the accuser of 
a whole profession.” Burke desiring to be in¬ 
formed from legal authority, how far papers not 
proved authentic could furnish matter of proof; 
and what evidence would be admissible, or inad¬ 
missible, at the bar of the lords; the master of 
the rolls answered, that the judges would be 
ready to give their opinion on every point sub¬ 
mitted to them. “ Where disputes arise,” con¬ 
tinued he, “ the law will be pronounced from the 
woolsack; and whatever is so pronounced, must 
be regarded as law.” Far from acquiescing in 
this doctrine, Burke utterly denied its validity. 
** I have,” said he, “ contended, and successfully 
contended, against the unanimous opinion of the 
judges. If I think their opinion wrong, I will 
again contend against their determination. The 
learned gentleman appears to me to hold their 
decision in much too high veneration. He is, I 
believe, eagerly looking to become one of that 
body. I hope, however, that he will continue 
some time longer in his present probationary 
state, performing legal quarantine for the advan¬ 
tage of his health and constitution.” These allu- 
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sions related to the negotiation for Kenyon’s ele¬ 
vation to the office of chief justice of the King's 
Bench, Lord Mansfield’s age and infirmities ren¬ 
dering necessary his resignation. The business 
was not finally effectuated till about four months 
afterwards, when Kenyon became a peer and 
chief justice. 

Francis having defended with much warmth 
his own conduct as a member of the supreme 
council of Bengal, concluded by making some 
querulous reflections on his actual situation. “ I 
deplore,” said he, “ the unfortunate event of my 
having ever embarked for India, where I sacrificed 
every object to the performance of my duty; and 
on returning to this country, what has been my 
reception? Instead of receiving acknowledg¬ 
ments, I am made the object of party rancour.” 
These lamentations, which, while they exhibited 
his own disinterestedness, reproached the public 
insensibility to it, did not however pass without 
notice. Major Scott, who accurately knew the only 
modes in which a large fortune could be accumu¬ 
lated in a short space of time on the banks of the 
Ganges, coming forward; “ Before,” observed he, 
" I can join in applauding the honourable gentle¬ 
man’s integrity, I require proof of the fact itself, 
in the only way which can produce conviction. 
Let him make a fair and candid declaration, as 
Lord Macartney has done! Let him state that 
he quitted England, in debt, a few years ago; that 
he remained only six years in India; that his ex- 
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pences at home and abroad during the time 
amounted to a certain specified sum; and that 
his fortune is barely the difference between the 
amount of his expences and the remainder of 
his salary as a supreme councillor. Until he 
gives this test of his integrity, I shall set little 
value on the panegyrics of his friends.” Francis 
made no reply to Scott’s proposition, nor mani¬ 
fested any inclination to submit to such a dis¬ 
closure. Fox persisting to require the production 
from Sir Elijah Impey of the paper to which 
allusion had been so often made, and Pitt as per¬ 
tinaciously resisting it, a division ensued, when 
nearly three to one supported the minister. But 
Impey, on being called to the bar, and asked by 
the Speaker whether he had any objection to 
deliver in a copy of the document, replied that 
he would most readily present it on the ensuing 
day. 

13/A February. — While the house of com¬ 
mons was thus engaged, the trial of Hastings at 
length commenced in Westminster Hall. It 
formed a very imposing and august spectacle. 
In that immense fabric, which carried back the 
mind of the spectator to the Plantagenet and 
Norman princes, by whom it was constructed or 
repaired at distant periods of our history, almost 
all the rank and talents, as well as much of the 
beauty of the country, were assembled. The 
queen, accompanied by her four eldest daughters. 
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distinguished it with her presence. They were 
seated in the Duke of Newcastle’s box, who, as 
auditor of the exchequer, possessed in virtue of 
his office a distinguished portion of the gallery. 
Charles the First, as well as Henrietta Maria his 
consort, were present, as we know, throughout 
the whole trial of the Earl of Strafford, concealed 
in a close gallery of Westminster Hall. But 
George the Third did not think proper to imitate 
the example of his predecessor. He never once 
visited the court before which Hastings appeared, 
from the commencement to the close of the ju¬ 
dicial proceedings, though they were protracted 
during successive years. The Prince of Wales, 
on the contrary, closely connected as he was with 
all the chiefs of opposition, lent his countenance 
to the prosecution by walking at the head of the 
peers, to the number of more than one hundred and 
fifty. The whole British peerage did not at that 
time exceed two hundred and twenty; while they 
now fall little short of three hundred. Notwith¬ 
standing all the precautions used for warming the 
hall, a cold damp vapour, augmented by the 
gloom of the season, pervaded the edifice. In 
the midst of this vast assembly, the late governor- 
general of India presented himself, accompanied 
or followed by his counsel. Law, Plumer, and 
Dallas. Erskine, who, ten years earlier, had 
first attracted public attention by his defence 
of Admiral Keppel, might have been retained 
vol. hi. c 
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on the present occasion. Never, perhaps, had 
a more ample subject presented itself for the 
display of that impassioned, nervous, and glow¬ 
ing appeal to the human mind, which charac¬ 
terized Erskine’s oratory! But his personal ha¬ 
bits of private, as well as of political friendship 
with Fox, and the other leaders of the prosecu¬ 
tion, induced him to decline the office of Has¬ 
tings’s advocate. 

Precluded from availing himself of such assist¬ 
ance, Hastings made the best selection then per¬ 
mitted by the state of the bar. Law, who has 
since risen to the distinguished employment suc¬ 
cessively filled before him by the Earl of Mans¬ 
field and Lord Kenyon, possessed eminent abili¬ 
ties. But he wanted the refinement of Erskine, 
who, though driven by necessity to seek support 
from his exertions as a barrister, never forgot that 
he was a gentleman, and a man of quality. Law, 
on the contrary, when elevated to the peerage, 
retained and exhibited all the coarse breeding 
of his natural character and habits. Not less 
irascible than Kenyon, he was far more intract¬ 
able. Kenyon, it is true, sometimes gave way 
to his indignation, while seated on the bench, in 
his judicial capacity; but, as a member of the 
upper house, I never recollect his having violated 
the decorum usually observed in that assembly. 
Lord Ellenborough, on more than one occasion, 
burst forth into transports of anger, accompanied 
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with language such as is seldom heard even in 
the most obscure courts of Lincoln’s Inn, or of the 
Temple. I allude in particular to the expressions 
that fell from him on the debate respecting the 
compensation given by Pitt to the Duke of 
Athol for his seignorial rights in the Isle of Man. 
I think it took place in the summer of 1805, only 
a few months before that minister’s decease. Not 
that I approve of the measure, which I have 
always considered as one of the most censurable 
ever adopted by Pitt. But the epithets affixed 
to it by the chief justice of the King’s Bench 
appeared so unbecoming, as to induce Lord Mul- 
grave to remind him that he was addressing peers, 
not lawyers. Nor did the sentence which he 
pronounced upon Lord Cochrane, for that noble¬ 
man’s participation in the memorable and infa¬ 
mous “ hoax” practised on the Stock Exchange, 
excite less condemnation. Such, indeed, was its 
severity, as effectually to prevent its being carried 
into complete execution. Notwithstanding these 
defects of character and deportment, he proved 
himself highly qualified for the great post that he 
filled during near seventeen years of the present 
reign. Plumer and Dallas, though neither of 
them were men of brilliant talents, have de¬ 
servedly attained, and at this hour continue to 
occupy, two of the greatest situations in the pro¬ 
fession of the law. 

1 5th — 22nd February .—The attention of the 

c 2 
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metropolis now became concentered on Westmin¬ 
ster Hall. Burke, who led the way in the pro¬ 
ceedings, rising on the third day of the trial, 
commenced an oration unequalled, I believe, 
either in antiquity, or in any modem period of 
time. Those who most disapproved the im¬ 
peachment, yet were not less sensible on that 
account to the magnificent structure of ideas, the 
vast series of facts, the prodigious grasp of his 
mind which could arrange, and his memory which 
could retain, such a multitude of transactions. If 
we further reflect, that Burke had never visited • 
the scene which he thus presented before the 
minds of his audience in colours the most glow¬ 
ing, we shall find new cause for admiration of the 
mighty faculties conferred on him by Nature. 
The illustrious orator, 

-“ Quern mirabantur Athens 

Torrentem, et pleni moderantem fraena theatri,” 

had personally seen Macedonia, had visited Pella, 
and had conversed with Philip, against whom he 
declaimed. Cicero had been quaestor in Sicily 
before he undertook the attack of Verres, who 
exercised the office of praetor in that island. But 
Burke knew Bengal only by report, and had ne¬ 
ver beheld either Mahomet Reza Cawn, or Nund- 
comar, or Gunga Govirid Sing, the agents, ene¬ 
mies, or ministers of the governor-general. The 
historical and geographical accuracy which he 
exhibited while narrating the principal events 
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that took place in the dominions subjected to the 
East India Company, from their original con¬ 
quest by Clive, down to the recent period when 
Hastings returned to Europe, afforded fresh mat¬ 
ter of wonder. Four days did he continue to 
supply this lucid stream of information. At the 
conclusion of the third morning, it is true that 
his bodily powers becoming unequal longer to 
sustain so arduous an effort, he was compelled by 
indisposition to postpone his further observations. 
But, resuming with new vigour the task on the 
following day, he finally accomplished it. His 
termination, if it was not ludicrous,—for extremes 
touch,—was appalling; when he at last impeach¬ 
ed Hastings, not only as state criminals had for¬ 
merly been accused under the Stuarts and the 
Tudors, “ in the name of the commons of Eng¬ 
land in parliament assembledhe arraigned the 
governor-general “in the name of all the com¬ 
mons of Great Britain, of the people of India, 
and finally, in the name of human nature itself.” 

I was present, as a member of the lower house, 
during a considerable part of the time which 
elapsed between the commencement and the con¬ 
clusion of Burke’s speech; or rather, of his four 
harangues. It would be difficult to convey an 
idea of the agitation, distress, and horror excited 
among the female part of his audience, by his 
statement of the atrocities, and in many instances, 
of the deeds of blood, perpetrated, as he asserted. 
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by Hastings’s connivance, or by his express com¬ 
mands. Curiosity naturally attracted, on each 
successive day, a vast proportion of females, many 
of whom were peeresses, or women of the highest 
condition. No sooner, however, had the emo¬ 
tions produced by Burkes description in some 
measure subsided, than Fox, addressing the chan¬ 
cellor, attempted to lay down as a principle, that 
the managers intended to substantiate each charge 
separately; to hear Hastings’s defence, as well as 
evidence; and to reply:—by this mode of accu¬ 
sation, proceeding to a conclusion on every spe¬ 
cific article, previous to opening another head of 
charge. Law strongly objecting, as counsel for 
the prisoner, to such a form of proceeding, which 
he declared to be subversive of all equity, or the 
practice of judicial courts; Fox undertook to 
justify it by precedents. Nor did he blush to 
cite the cases of Cranfield, Earl of Middlesex, and 
of the celebrated Lord Strafford, as precedents 
in favour of his proposition. Two more tyranni¬ 
cal and oppressive examples of parliamentary, or 
popular violence, under the forms of law, could 
not have been selected from our annals since the 
death of Elizabeth. The first, which took place 
in 1624, set on foot by the vindictive animosity 
of Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, was marked in 
its progress, not less than in its conclusion, by 
every characteristic of iniquity and oppression. 
So contrary to all principles of justice did the 
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fine inflicted on the Earl of Middlesex appear 
to Charles the First, that one of the earliest acts 
of his reign was its remission. It is unnecessary 
to say a word on the trial of Strafford, which 
formed the prelude to civil war, and was followed 
within eight years by the execution of the king 
his master. Yet on such a basis, wholly inappli¬ 
cable to the asserted crimes or misdemeanors of 
Hastings, did the managers pretend to found 
their reasonings; and to prosecute the governor- 
general of India in Westminster Hall, for al- 
ledged offences committed in his official capacity, 
many years antecedent, in the centre of Asia. 

The peers appeared to have formed other ideas 
of their own duty, dignity, and becoming mode 
of procedure. Having withdrawn to their own 
house, a debate of great interest arose two days 
afterwards, which was begun by Lord Thurlow, 
who stated the object of discussion with his cha¬ 
racteristic ability. Nor, though he reprobated 
the impeachment, (as was well known,) indivi¬ 
dually, did he pronounce a less eloquent eulogium 
on Burke’s splendid exhibition of talent. But he 
at the same time declared that the demand made 
by Hastings’s counsel was a right, not an indul¬ 
gence ; adding, that he could conceive no prin¬ 
ciple on which the defence could be conducted, 
except one; namely, “ to oblige the managers to 
complete the whole of their case, previous to a 
word being uttered in exculpation of the prisoner.” 
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Lord Loughborough having endeavoured to de¬ 
monstrate that the ordinary rules of proceeding 
in criminal law did not apply to parliamentary 
impeachment, which could not be shackled by 
the forms observed in the courts below; the chan¬ 
cellor rose a second time. “ My lords,” said he, 
“ with respect to the law and usage of parliament, 
I utterly disclaim all knowledge of such law. It 
has no existence. True it is, that in times of des¬ 
potism, or of popular fury, when, to impeach an 
individual, was to crush him by the strong hand 
of power, of tumult, or of violence, the law and 
usage of parliament were quoted in order to jus¬ 
tify the most iniquitous or atrocious acts. But, in 
these days of light, and of constitutional govern¬ 
ment, I trust that no man will be tried except by 
the law of the land; a system admirably calculated 
to protect innocence, and to punish crime.” 

Having subsequently shewn from a review of 
all the state trials under the Stuart reigns, even 
down to that of Sacheverel inclusive, that in 
every instance were to be found the strongest 
marks of tyranny, injustice, and oppression; “ In 
the present impeachment,” concluded Lord Thur- 
low, “ I trust your lordships will not depart from 
the recognized established laws of the land. The 
commons may impeach: your lordships are to 
try the cause. And the same rules of evidence, 
the same legal forms which obtain in the courts 
below, will, I am confident, be observed by this 
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assembly.” So enlightened a comment on Lord 
Mansfield’s principle respecting the difference be¬ 
tween criminal and political justice, proved irresist¬ 
ible. Though the first minister had joined in 
the impeachment, yet only thirty-three peers 
could be found to sustain Lord Loughborough, 
while eighty-eight supported the chancellor. 
When this decision was communicated by him 
to the managers in Westminster Hall on the fol¬ 
lowing day, Fox, speaking as their organ, ar¬ 
raigned it in the warmest terms. Renouncing 
the enlarged principles of constitutional freedom 
by which he had always pretended to regulate 
his public conduct, he undertook to claim, and 
to defend, one of the most odious rights ever 
exercised by the house of commons. I mean, the 
privilege of bringing up new articles of impeach¬ 
ment at any time ;—not only while the prisoner 
was engaged in making his defence, but even 
when his defence should be concluded. 

This pretended right, worthy only of the worst 
periods of our history, did not however receive 
from the chancellor the slightest mark of assent 
or approbation. Fox entered next on the subject 
of trials by impeachment, declaring them to form 
a characteristic feature of our constitution. Then 
diverging to the law and usage of parliament , he 
maintained, “ in opposition to opinions held else¬ 
where, that it formed one of the most important 
and valuable branches of the law of the land: ” 
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thus lending the support of his transcendent 
talents, to sustain a doctrine the most oppres¬ 
sive to the subject. Such was Fox, who, through¬ 
out his whole life, alternately attacked or defend¬ 
ed the same measures, according to the position 
in which he stood; trusting to his own ability or 
eloquence, to cover all departures from consist¬ 
ency! These preliminaries being laid down, he 
proceeded to open the charge against Hastings 
for his treatment of Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of 
Benares. His speech, which lasted several hours, 
and which formed nearly a repetition of that 
addressed by him to the house of commons on 
the same subject, twenty months earlier, in June 
1786, justly excited, as a composition, great ad¬ 
miration. 

2 5th February —1st March .—At length towards 
the close of the month of February, commenced 
the business of the session. A very delicate, 
doubtful, and important subject of discussion had 
unexpectedly arisen between the administration, 
or rather, between the Board of East India Con¬ 
trol, and the Court of Directors. Pitt having 
originally expelled Fox from power, by joining 
the latter corporate body, when menaced with 
extinction by the coalition ministers; it might na¬ 
turally have been expected that he would not 
lightly quit so advantageous a political ground. 
Yet, in the lapse of about four years, the two 
heads of party seemed to have changed sides; 
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Fox now sustaining the East India Company, 
while Pitt undertook to restrain their authority. 
In order to explain how so improbable a trans¬ 
mutation could take place, it is necessary to state, 
that during the period when war seemed to im¬ 
pend as a consequence of our interference in the 
affairs of Holland, the British government, ap¬ 
prehensive for the safety of our Eastern posses¬ 
sions, determined on sending out four regiments 
to that quarter of the globe. The directors, im¬ 
pressed with the same fears, not only acquiesced 
in the measure, but expressed their satisfaction at 
its adoption. When the danger was however 
surmounted, ministers still persisting in their 
original intention with a view permanently to 
strengthen the forces in India, a violent oppo¬ 
sition arose in Leadenhall-street. The court of 
directors even proceeded so far as to refuse re¬ 
ceiving on board their ships the royal troops. 
Under these circumstances, no possible mode of 
speedily terminating the dispute presented itself, 
except by a recourse to parliament. But there 
were two ways in which government might obtain 
from the legislature the necessary powers. One, 
by a bill enacting, or conferring them; the other, 
by a declaratory bill, explaining and removing 
doubts relative to the right vested in the commis¬ 
sioners by the act of 1784; which, it was now 
maintained from the treasury bench, had fully 
empowered the board of control to exercise an 
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unlimited command over the military and poli¬ 
tical concerns of India. The latter alternative 
was adopted by Pitt, though it evidently opened 
a wide field for controversy, as it placed Fox in 
the very position which the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer had himself occupied,and on which his mi¬ 
nisterial greatness had been constructed; namely, 
the defence of the East India Company, against 
violence on the part of the servants of the crown. 

From the first moment that the minister moved 
for leave to bring in his projected bill, down to 
the time of its being carried to the house of peers, 
during a period of near three weeks, the most 
determined opposition was experienced from a 
variety of quarters. It originated not merely 
from Fox, nor was it limited to his adherents. 
Enemies started up among the supporters of ad¬ 
ministration, men of the most independent minds 
and fortunes. Barr§, whose loss of sight, when 
added to age and decay, seldom allowed him to 
attend in his place, rose more than once to re¬ 
probate and expose the measure. Baring, then 
one of the court of directors, displayed the same 
resistance. Notwithstanding his deafness, which 
infirmity had recently subjected him to the sar¬ 
castic edge of Sheridan’s wit, few individuals in 
that assembly could contend with him in financial 
knowledge and commercial information. Like 
Barr£, he belonged to the Marquis of Lansdown’s 
little band. 
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Fullarton, whose duel with Lord Shelburne 
rendered him known early in life; who had sub¬ 
sequently distinguished himself on the theatre of 
India, where he commanded a considerable body 
of troops, during the war with Hyder Ally; and 
who, whenever he spoke, manifested no ordinary 
talents; opposed the bill with his utmost force. 
I had the happiness to enjoy a place in his friend¬ 
ship ; and though towards the close of his career, 
when acting as one of the three royal commis¬ 
sioners in the island of Trinidada, the excess - of 
his zeal during the contest in which he there 
engaged with General Picton formed subject of 
regret; yet I seize with pleasure the present 
occasion to commemorate his numerous virtues, 
his disinterestedness, and elevation of character. 
Flood, whose rivality and animosity to Grattan 
in the Irish house of commons produced so many 
animated scenes within those walls; a man of the 
most forbidding physiognomy, but endowed with 
great powers of intellect; presenting himself on 
this occasion, as he had done some years earlier, 
in December 1783, when he opposed Fox’s “Fast 
India Bill,” now inveighed against Pitt’s measure, 
as an insidious, rapacious, and unjustifiable act of 
power. 

These formidable opponents were joined by 
others not less respectable. “ The bill that I ap¬ 
proved in 1783,” said Powis, “ possessed all the 
characteristic features of its author’s mind, bold. 
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open, and manly. It now becomes evident that 
the measure which I then opposed was founded 
in duplicity and fraud, undermining the charter 
which it pretended to support.” Sir Edward 
Astley, member for the county of Norfolk, de¬ 
scended of an antient and opulent family, re¬ 
nowned for loyalty; himself a plain, unlettered 
country gentleman, of very moderate talents, but 
of the most upright views ; was heard with much 
attention. Scarcely did he rise in general more 
than once or twice throughout a whole session, on 
the subject of a turnpike bill, or some local busi¬ 
ness affecting his constituents. “ I voted,” ex¬ 
claimed he, “ for the present chancellor of the 
exchequer’s India Bill, because I was given to 
understand that it formed the reverse of the bill 
which preceded it. But I now find that there is 
very little difference between them. The one 
seems to be nearly as bad as the other. I have not 
withdrawn my confidence from him, but I wish 
he would keep better company. In other words, I dis¬ 
trust his colleagues .” This severe reflection, level¬ 
led principally, or rather exclusively, at Dundas, 
could not be mistaken. Even Pulteney, a man 
whose vast property and strong sense gave weight 
to his opinions, declared himself adverse to the 
measure. He had contributed, both by his vote 
and by his pen, to overturn Fox’s memorable bill. 
His opposition, therefore, painfully affected minis¬ 
ters. Yet, unlike Sir Edward Astley, he qualified 
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his line of action by compliments to Dundas on 
his integrity, and assiduity at the board of con¬ 
trol. Nor did he omit to give his tribute of 
praise to Pitt’s ministerial character and conduct. 
Four years later, his daughter was raised to the 
British peerage as a baroness, and she subse¬ 
quently attained by creation to the rank of a 
countess. Sir Edward Astley, whose ancestors 
fought and bled in the royal cause under Charles 
the First, died a commoner. Even Major Scott, 
little as he might incline to support Hastings’s 
prosecutors, yet spoke repeatedly in terms of 
strong condemnation against the pending bill. 

Assailed from so many unexpected quarters, 
the minister nevertheless could boast of some able 
supporters. At their head stood Scott, who at the 
present hour, far advanced as he is in life, fills with 
undiminished powers of mind the high employ¬ 
ment of chancellor. Pitt only waited for Lord 
Mansfield’s resignation, to make him solicitor- 
general. Francis, a man little inclined to indulge 
in compliment towards his opponents, yet did jus¬ 
tice to Scott. During the debates that arose on 
the present occasion, Francis observed, “ We have 
among us a learned person, who is universally 
considered as the great luminary of the law; 
whose opinions are oracles; to whose information 
and authority, all his own profession look up 
with reverence. No member of the long robe 
took a more active part in the debates than 
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Hardinge. Not content with defending and jus¬ 
tifying the ministerial measure, he attacked Powis 
in a manner so personal as to excite general 
censure. Two, and only two directors of the East 
India Company, spoke in commendation of the bill. 

Among the county members, I recollect Rolle 
alone who ventured to stand forward in defence 
of Pitt; while Bastard, his colleague, spoke as well 
as voted on the opposite side. Their fate, in¬ 
deed, proved different;—Rolle entering the house 
of peers, eight years afterwards; while Bastard 
continued to represent the county of Devon 
down to the period of his decease, only a short 
time ago. 

3rd March .—A petition against the bill hav¬ 
ing been presented by the East India Company, 
Erskine was heard as their counsel at the bar. 
Devoted to Fox, ardent in his temper, and inca¬ 
pable of being awed or intimidated by the presence 
of any assembly; Erskine, who, during the short 
time that he represented Portsmouth in the last 
parliament, had signalized himself by the defence 
of Fox’s “ East India Bill,” resumed in his legal 
capacity the consideration of the same subject. 
Spurning the limits within which advocates are 
usually confined when pleading before the house 
of commons, he ventured not only to eulogize in 
the warmest terms the rejected measure of his 
friend, but to treat the bill of 1784 as a vile im¬ 
posture practised on a credulous nation. The 
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murmurs of various members, indignant at such 
an infraction of decorum, at length compelled the 
Speaker to interpose his authority, in order to 
repress Erskine’s prurience. Affecting to apolo¬ 
gize, while he at the same time took occasion to 
renew the offence; “ If,” observed he, “ Mr. 
Speaker, I have been guilty of any irregularity, 
it arises solely from a diminution of that respect 
which I was accustomed to feel towards this 
assembly before it was shorn of its dignity ; but 
which no longer animates me since the assump- 
tion of the extraordinary powers arrogated and 
exercised by the present board of control.” Sen¬ 
timents so insulting would probably have attract¬ 
ed an expression of ministerial indignation on 
their author’s head, if it had not been repressed 
by the peculiar circumstances of the case. Pitt 
beheld himself in a situation far more perilous 
than any that had occurred since his elevation to 
the head of the treasury. The Westminster scru¬ 
tiny, oppressive as it was, had been undertaken 
immediately after the overthrow of the. “ coali¬ 
tion" ministry, during the intoxication incident 
to his early popularity. His Irish propositions 
were rejected by the parliament of that country, 
not here in Westminster; and from the prosecu¬ 
tion of the Duke of Richmond’s plan of fortifying 
the dock-yards, he had finally desisted, when warn¬ 
ed by the casting vote in the house of commons. 
But, in the present instance, if outnumbered by 

VOL. III. D 
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the opposers of the bill, no honourable retreat re¬ 
mained for him; nor was it easy to conceive how, 
if defeated, he could even with dignity continue 
in office. As he had risen to power by one India 
Bill, he might fall by another. 

5th March. — Influenced by these reflections, 
which imperiously suggested themselves to his 
mind, Pitt found his best auxiliary, not in the 
talents of his supporters, nor even in his own 
eloquence, but in his character. Never perhaps 
was the value of integrity, moderation, and cor¬ 
rect deportment, more forcibly exemplified than 
in the instance before us! Fox might, and I 
believe did possess, the first of those qualities in 
as eminent a degree; but he wanted the two lat¬ 
ter recommendations to royal and to national fa¬ 
vour. At the end of four years it had become 
demonstrated that the two East India Bills, (that 
of Fox, and that of Pitt,) differed more from 
each other in name than in reality. Yet the dis¬ 
covery, though it shook, did not overturn the 
minister; because the East India Company, the 
two houses of parliament, and the country at 
large, however undeceived they might be, were 
by no means disposed to transfer the reins of go¬ 
vernment to Fox and his adherents. Pitt, not¬ 
withstanding the exertions which he made to con¬ 
vince, and to retain his friends, beheld himself 
abandoned by many individuals who usually sup¬ 
ported him. However much he strove to conceal 
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his emotions on a point so humiliating to his 
haughty mind, he nevertheless felt it deeply;— 
for no minister ever more justly appreciated the 
importance of character. Conscious of the dan- 
gerous nature of the ground which he had to main¬ 
tain, he tried to prove that the powers now assum¬ 
ed by the board of control were virtually, if not 
specifically vested in the commissioners, by the 
act of 1784. But, able and persuasive as Pitt 
was, his oratory failed of its usual effect. Sheri¬ 
dan, directing his keen jests against the head of 
the India Board, observed that Dundas had for¬ 
merly compared the commissioners constituted by 
Fox’s Bill to seven doctors and eight apothecaries 
prescribing for one poor patient. “ Yet,” continued 
he, “ their prescriptions were at least less nauseous 
than the dose now mixing by the learned Doctor 
of Control, who, in the spirit of a political quack, 
exhorts his patient to swallow it; assuring him 
that there is no occasion for his confining himself 
at home, but that he may safely go about his bu¬ 
siness as usual. This new sovereign remedy will 
no doubt be soon advertized, under the title of 
Scotch Pills for every sort of Oriental disorder .” 

Irritating as were-such observations. Fox’s in¬ 
sulting comments on the humbled situation of 
the minister sunk still deeper into his mind. 
“ Whence arises,” exclaimed Fox, “ so deter¬ 
mined an opposition to the present measure? 
Have the chancellor of the exchequer’s friends 

d2 
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4eserted him? No! For, even now, they de¬ 
clare that they have confidence in his integri¬ 
ty. What, then, is the cause of this change? 
Why, in the good sense of the house, because the 
present bill has removed the film from before 
their eyes, while it begins to explain to the whole 
kingdom its destructive tendency.” After allud¬ 
ing in terms of contemptuous ridicule to the 
indifference about power which Dundas affected 
to feel. Fox inveighed with great animation 
against a declaratory bill. “ The crown and the 
East India Company,” observed he, “ are at va¬ 
riance on a disputed principle. Why not try the 
fact in a court of law ? ‘ No,’ says the minister: 

‘ in a court of law I can exercise no influence; in 
the house of commons I can.’ What must such 
an act be denominated except oppression ! But, 
I trust, there is virtue enough yet remaining in 
this assembly to resist its further progress.” The 
hour was very late when Fox sate down; and as 
the impression which he had made could not 
admit of a doubt, every eye became directed to 
the treasury bench, in expectation that Pitt 
would endeavour to efface it. Instead, however, 
of rising, he alledged personal indisposition as the 
reason of his silence; promising nevertheless to 
answer his antagonist’s arguments in the future 
stages of the bill. I scarcely recollect a division 
taking place under more discouraging circum¬ 
stances for administration since Pitt’s elevation to 
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power. Nor did the result prove that Fox had 
miscalculated his force. Though three hundred 
and twelve persons voted, the minister carried the 
question only by a majority of Jifty-seven. Such 
a triumph partook of defeat, and clearly mani¬ 
fested how little he could trust to the support 
which he had been accustomed to receive Within 
those walls, unless he modified the measure under 
discussion. A defection of less than thirty mem¬ 
bers, if they joined Fox, would have left Pitt 
in a minority; and that defection was by no 
means impossible. 

7 th March .—Yielding unquestionably to the 
considerations dictated by his present position, 
Pitt resolved therefore, instead of advancing in 
a path where his popularity, if not his power, 
might be lost, to retrace his steps. Doubtless 
too he felt that he was engaged in Dundas’s 
cause even more than in his own ; since the real 
authority of the India Board resided, not in the 
first lord of the treasury, nor still less in Lord 
Sydney, the nominal president, but in Dundas. 
Neither could Pitt be insensible, that however 
eminent were the talents of that ambitious, aspir¬ 
ing, and able advocate; however closely cement¬ 
ed might be their personal friendship, and how¬ 
ever necessary to administration were his exer¬ 
tions and eloquence in parliament; yet his moral 
reputation fell below his political ability. Con¬ 
trary to his usual practice, Pitt therefore opened 
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the discussion, on the evening when it was moved 
“ to bring up the report of the bill” Assuming 
a tone and a language foreign to his disposition, 
he endeavoured to regain the eminence which he 
had occupied before the introduction of the pre¬ 
sent obnoxious measure. Having first conciliated 
his hearers, he next addressed himself to their 
understanding; and while he vindicated the bill 
which he had brought forward, professed never¬ 
theless his anxious desire to propose, as well as to 
adopt, every clause, and every mode of preven¬ 
tion, against the apprehended danger to the con¬ 
stitution. “ If,” exclaimed he, “ checks upon 
patronage are tendered, let them come from 
whatever side of this assembly they may, or 
from whatever individual however hostile, ac¬ 
companied by whatever language, I will gladly 
receive them. I shall even regard the man who 
proposes them as my best friend, because he will 
have proved that he is a friend to the British 
constitution.” The conclusion of his speech, most 
personal to Fox, “ whom,” he said, “ that house 
had dethroned, four years before, from his high, 
seat of despotism,” was filled with reiterated 
declarations that he never would consent to or 
permit the introduction of patronage under any 
form. To Pulteney he particularly addressed 
himself, in terms calculated to obviate that mem¬ 
ber’s objections to the measure; and finally, as 
the best proof of his desire to submit it to cen- 
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sure or emendation, be moved “ to recommit the 
bill.” 

Never did Pitt, at any period of his eventful 
life, exhibit a stronger proof of his consummate 
judgment than in adopting this line of action. It 
disarmed, and finally defeated opposition; but 
it could not silence their sarcasms, or their cla¬ 
mours. Sheridan, whose eloquence, abilities, and 
powers of fancy Pitt recognized; denying him at 
the same time reason and truth; — Sheridan, in¬ 
dignant at the compliments paid to his talents, 
at the expence of his morals, retorted on the 
minister with inconceivable ingenuity and seve¬ 
rity. After drawing a masterly picture of Pitt’s 
political life, and stigmatizing the prominent 
features of his administration; “ His friends, 
nevertheless,” continued Sheridan, “boast of his 
conscience, and always assert that he has been 
debauched into every act of folly, or of iniquity, 
that he has committed. They say in his defence, 
that his conscience has been surprized in the pre¬ 
sent instance; and that the bill now before us has 
originated, not in wicked intention, but in bad 
advice. I readily admit that he has people about 
him who are capable of intentionally misleading 
him. It constitutes his original crime, that he 
has connected himself with men from whom no 
good counsel ever can come; and it is earnestly 
to be wished, either that his conscience would 
- keep a better look-out, or that he would in 
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future keep better company.” These pointed 
attacks upon Dundas were followed by reflec¬ 
tions not less personal on Pitt himself, as well 
as on the bill under discussion. “ The chancellor 
of the exchequer,” observed Sheridan, “ originally 
stole in upon the house this obnoxious measure* 
without explanation of any kind. He procured 
it to be read a first, and a second time: but being 
detected in the fact, his arm arrested, and himself 
exposed; finding that not only his supporters* 
but men on all sides have taken alarm; then he 
comes forward, humbly entreating that it inay 
be checked and guarded in every shape. The 
bill, with its terrors, its arrogance, and its evils, 
came first; while the checks come behind as a 
rider. Prerogative foremost: the constitution in 
the rear.” 

Burke, engaged as he was in the prosecution of 
Hastings, attended nevertheless in his place, and 
joined in the cry against ministers on that me¬ 
morable night; conscious that the division would 
decide, not only the fate of the bill, but perhaps 
the duration of administration. Having first 
directed his animadversions against Dundas, he 
next turned round upon Pitt. “ I congratulate 
the house,” exclaimed he, “ that confidence is at 
length exploded. The minister has himself avow¬ 
ed his distrust of his colleagues, and demanded 
suspicion from us. Well may the learned gentle- 
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man who presides over the destinies of the East, 
be cloathed in sackcloth and ashes! I entreat it 
may be remembered that the caution comes not 
from this side of the house, but from the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer. He who, forty-eight 
hours ago, recommended,—nay, bullied us into 
confidence! But, even when engaged in so hu¬ 
miliating an act, he performs it with an air of 
pride. He scatters his ashes abroad with dignity, 
and wears his sackcloth as if it were a robe of 
purple.” This fine portrait, sketched with such 
ability, bore the closest resemblance to its origi¬ 
nal. Burke concluded by accusing the minister 
with the grossest hypocrisy, combined in the pre¬ 
sent instance with fraud. But all these imputa¬ 
tions were swallowed up in the philippic pro¬ 
nounced by Fox. It formed one splendid display 
of reason, animated by a sentiment allied to tri¬ 
umph. For, though the division that took place 
ultimately extinguished the hopes of opposition, 
it could not deprive them of a species of victory. 
The minister had been humbled, and compelled 
to adopt the language of a suppliant in order 
to retain a small majority: while Fox, whose im¬ 
prudence and ambition originally precipitated him 
from power, beheld his bill rescued in a certain 
degree from the load of obloquy under which it 
had so long been overwhelmed. There was in¬ 
deed something like exultation in his address to 
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the house, which might be said to resemble the 
animated apostrophe of a man who unexpectedly 
emerges out of darkness into light. 

“ I introduced,” said he, “ my bill, as the only 
mode of saving the East India Company and 
their territories from ruin. It produced alarm, 
and was rejected in another assembly. What means 
were set on foot to effect that purpose, though well 
informed on the subject, I shall not now relate. But 
the best panegyric ever delivered on my bill has 
just fallen from the lips of the chancellor of the 
exchequer himself, conveyed in those finished 
periods, and in that felicitous order, for which he 
is so eminently distinguished.” Having next 
contrasted the provisions of his own bill with the 
present declaratory measure before the house, he 
endeavoured to shew that under every point of 
view the former was most analogous to the prin¬ 
ciples of the constitution. “ I have been ac¬ 
cused,” said Fox, “ with endeavouring to pluck 
the crown from his majesty’s head. Such lan¬ 
guage would be more justly applied to the am¬ 
bition of those who are seated opposite me. 
When have I conducted myself like a disloyal 
subject ? When did I ever endeavour to dimi¬ 
nish the just prerogatives of the crown ? I know 
too well their value. Those who have poisoned the 
royal ear, by suggesting that only one side of the 
house of commons is loyal to the sovereign, are the 
real enemies of the constitution. The minister has 
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by his recent conduct forfeited all claim to the 
confidence of parliament. Let him at once avow 
his error, withdraw the present bill, and intro¬ 
duce another, adequate to the purposes of saving 
India!” 

This advice had already been tendered to Pitt, 
in the progress of the debate, from two re¬ 
spectable quarters. I mean, by Bastard and by 
Pulteney. But as they both accompanied their 
exhortation with testimonies of the warmest sa¬ 
tisfaction at the altered language which he had 
now thought proper to adopt; conveying withal 
an indirect assurance that his present concessions 
might probably secure their vote, or at least their 
support; he did not think it necessary to stoop 
to so humiliating an expedient. Neither did he 
attempt to answer Fox; only declaring that the 
whole speech just pronounced was, as far as it 
personally regarded himself, “ a foul aspersion on 
his character.” The division at length took place; 
when it appeared, that while administration main- 
tuned its preceding numbers, the opposition fell 
off in their supporters; 187 parsons voting with 
government, precisely as on the former evening; 
but Fox, who then counted 125, could now com¬ 
mand only 115. The majority of the minister 
had therefore augmented from 57 to 67 mem¬ 
bers. 

10/A—14/A March. — Confirmed in office by 
this proof of parliamentary adherence, and warn- 
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ed by his recent danger, Pitt now hastened to 
accomplish his engagement hy bringing in a va¬ 
riety of clauses, all calculated to circumscribe the 
powers which the bill conferred on the board 
of control. No concessions or limitations could 
however impose silence on Flood, who main¬ 
tained that every argument which had been 
urged against Fox’s bill applied with equal force 
to the present measure. “ I appeal,” exclaimed 
he, " to any candid man, whether such a differ¬ 
ence exists between them as to cause a great 
ministerial revolution in the country, to convulse 
the state to its foundation, and to make the sove¬ 
reign start from his throne. Such were the ef¬ 
fects of a former bill. Yet how did it essentially 
differ from the one now before us ? ” Fox, as if 
satisfied with the severe discipline which he had 
administered so recently to the minister, took 
little part in the debate of that evening. But 
Pitt’s restrictions, spontaneously imposed on his 
own power, and on that of his colleagues at the 
India Board, had allayed the effervescence excited 
in the house, and brought back to his standard 
various individuals who had absented themselves. 
On the division, his numbers rose to 210, while 
the opposition could not reach beyond 122. His 
bill might consequently be regarded as secure. 
Yet its adversaries inveighed against it with 
redoubled asperity, down to the last moment 
that it remained under discussion. A short sus- 



GREY.—LORD NORTH.—BARRfe. 45 

pension of public business followed this violent 
struggle; while, in Westminster Hall, obstacles 
and delays arose which impeded the progress of 
Hastings’s trial. To Burke and Fox, succeeded 
Grey; whose eloquence, youth, and figure, at¬ 
tracted a numerous audience, composed indeed 
frequently more of the wives and daughters of 
Hastings’s judges, than of the judges themselves. 
Many of the peeresses occupied their seats, ses¬ 
sion after session, with exemplary patience, curio¬ 
sity, and perseverance. Throughout the whole 
month of March, on account of the pressure of 
parliamentary affairs, scarcely ten days were allot¬ 
ted to the impeachment; nor was it before the 
middle of April that the second charge, which 
regarded the Princesses of Oude, was opened, not 
by Sheridan, but by Adam and Pelham. 

April. — It is long since I have mentioned 
even the name of Lord North. His augmenting 
infirmities, particularly his loss of sight, incapa¬ 
citated him, without great inconvenience, from 
attending as a member of parliament. He had 
not indeed been once seen within the walls of the 
house of commons during the debates that arose 
on the declaratory India Bill, when his presence 
and his talents might have been usefully employ¬ 
ed for his party. Barr£, it is true, who suffered 
under a similar privation, had taken an active 
part in those discussions; but, though far more 
advanced in his career than Lord North, his 
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robust and athletic frame promised him many 
years of life. Colonel North supplied his father’s 
vacant seat on the opposition bench. Another 
luminary of the period of the American war, 
Rigby, disappeared likewise at this time. I be¬ 
lieve, he expired at Bath. Declining health, loss 
of office,—but, perhaps, more than both, pecuniary 
embarrassments, arising out of the extensive de¬ 
mands made on him by government, for payment 
of the balances of national money remaining in 
his hands;—these combined causes had operated 
to withdraw him almost altogether from parlia¬ 
ment, though he still continued member for Ta¬ 
vistock. He possessed talents for addressing a 
popular assembly, which were sustained by con¬ 
fidence that nothing could abash. In that qua¬ 
lity, he did not yield even to Dundas. Under 
Lord North’s administration, Rigby had occupied 
a great space in the public mind; but since that 
time he seemed to have almost become politically 
extinct, and after his decease was speedily for¬ 
gotten. 

Rigby’s death was preceded only a few weeks 
by that of the Dowager Viscountess Townsend, 
one of the most distinguished females of the 
court and reign of George the Second. She at¬ 
tained nearly her eighty-seventh year, but her 
intellectual faculties had suffered little or no 
decay. In the empire of mind, she might be 
said to have occupied the place left vacant by 
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Lady Mary Wortley Montague, and by Lady 
Hervey. At Lady Townsend’s house in White¬ 
hall, George Selwyn, and a number of other men 
eminent for wit or talent, were usually to be 
found, who constituted her evening society. Her 
father, whose name was Harrison, rose in life 
by the personal favour of William the Third, 
leaving to his daughter a fine property, which 
she bequeathed to Lord John Townsend, her 
grandson ; one of the most gallant, accomplished, 
highly-informed individuals of his time; the in¬ 
separable friend and companion of Fox, through¬ 
out all the vicissitudes of his political life. Lady 
Townsend, besides retaining her mental powers 
undiminished, lived to see her eldest grandson 
created an English earl, and her son raised still 
higher, to the dignity of a British marquis: a 
circumstance probably without parallel in the 
peerage of this country. Those titles, as well as 
the numerous baronies of Plantagenet creation, 
that unite in the actual representative of the 
name of Townsend; descended from the illustri¬ 
ous families of Vere, of Devereux, of Compton, 
and many others; may all be regarded at present 
as in a state of eclipse. So is the name of Courte¬ 
nay. Both will probably emerge again under 
some future sovereign. 

Among the persons who in April 1788 made 
a strong appeal to the public, as candidates for 
dramatic fame, I must not omit Lady Wallace. 
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She 'was one of the three daughters of Sir Wil¬ 
liam Maxwell of Monteith, and a sister of the 
Duchess of Gordon. Inferior to the duchess in 
beauty, she possessed nevertheless great personal 
charms, which were augmented by the eccentric 
attractions of her deportment and conversation. 
No woman of condition in my time has ventured 
to emancipate herself so completely from all the 
restraints imposed by custom on her sex. I have 
seen her habited as a man, attending the debates 
in the house of commons, and seated in the gal¬ 
lery appropriated to strangers. Nor is this extra¬ 
ordinary act by any means the greatest deviation 
from female decorum which I have known her to 
commit for the gratification of curiosity or amuse¬ 
ment. She was married to Sir Thomas Wallace 
of Craigie, a Scotch baronet; but she thought 
proper to prosecute him for adultery, before the 
court of session; and though the accusation was 
dismissed. Lady Wallace always continued to 
live in a state of total separation from her hus¬ 
band. Emulous of attaining the fame of Mrs. 
Behn and of Mrs. Centlivre, she composed and 
brought forward at this time a comedy, entitled 
“ The Ton.” It was performed three times at 
Covent-garden theatre; each time, to crowded 
audiences. I was present at two of the three 
representations. All the principal characters, 
male and female, were individuals of fashion, 
easily recognized by those who knew the town* 
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The piece wanted neither plot, nor wit, nor 
movement, nor easy dialogue, nor theatrical effect, 
though it was in many passages very indelicate; 
yet not so grossly violating decency'as Congreve 
has done in “ Love for Love,” and in “The Way 
of the Worldconfessedly two of the finest 
comedies in the English language, if considered 
merely as dramatic compositions. But our refined 
manners and habits will not tolerate the scenes at 
which the Belindas and the Stellas of the reign of 
George the First assisted without repugnance, 
and almost without a blush. All the efforts of 
Lady Wallace’s friends, however numerous and 
powerful, with the Duchess of Gordon at their 
head, could not protect the play, nor secure it 
from theatrical damnation. She never presented 
another piece to the manager; but her whole life 
was in itself a perpetual comedy. After the 
commencement of the French revolution, about 
the year 1794, she embarked for Hamburgh, pro¬ 
fessedly with the intention of there meeting and 
conferring with the ex-patriated French general, 
Dumourier. Lady Wallace terminated her ex¬ 
traordinary career at Munich, censured for the 
irregularities of her deportment, and little lament¬ 
ed by her own family. 

Scarcely had Pitt surmounted the impediments 
to the “ East India Declaratory Bill,” when ad¬ 
ministration was assailed from another quarter. 
Lord Howe, who presided at the admiralty board, 
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having, at the time when a rupture with France 
was apprehended to be imminent, made a promo¬ 
tion of naval officers, thought fit to pass over 
more than forty captains, while he selected six¬ 
teen for elevation to the rank of admirals. Lord 
Rawdon, (since created Marquis of Hastings,) a 
nobleman of generous and elevated feelings, alive 
to every impulse of wounded honour, conceiving 
these individuals to have been unjustly super¬ 
seded, brought the subject before the upper house. 
But the ministerial influence in that assembly 
could stand the severest assaults of opposition, 
and the first lord of the admiralty defended his 
conduct with reasons of great solidity. Finally, 
Lord Rawdon’s motion for an address to the 
king, praying that “ he would take into his con¬ 
sideration the services of those captains who had 
been passed over in the late promotion,” was 
negatived without a division. This event hap¬ 
pened as early as the 20th of February. Not 
deterred, however, by the ill success of Lord 
Rawdon’s attempts, Mr. Bastard brought forward 
the same subject in the house of commons, on 
the following day. He was a man of ample for¬ 
tune, of an independent mind, of grave and 
correct deportment, animated by upright inten¬ 
tions, and possessing a sound, though not a supe¬ 
rior understanding. His position, as one of the 
two members for the county in which was 
situate Plymouth, with its dock-yards, gave him 
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no ordinary advantage, when discussing a naval 
question. 

Among the captains who had been passed over 
in the recent promotion, were two, Balfour and 
Thompson, who, having received the thanks of 
the house on the event of the memorable 12th of 
April 1782, seemed to challenge more respect 
than their companions. Bastard enlarged on the 
peculiar hardship of excluding two distinguished 
officers from the reward of their long services; 
men who had participated in the defeat of De 
Grasse. He ventured even to assert that unless 
some reparation should be made to their injured 
characters, the service itself would receive an irre¬ 
parable wound. “ Henceforward,” exclaimed he, 
,f encrease of fortune, not of fame, will form the 
object of naval commanders. Servility and mean¬ 
ness must conduct to eminence. He who would 
rise in the profession, must effect it by running 
on the errands of the head of the admiralty 
board; by performing the part of his follower, his 
flatterer, perhaps of his pimp.” He concluded by 
moving to address his majesty, that “ he would 
confer on Captains Balfour and Thompson some 
mark of his royal favour.” Pitt opposed this 
proposition by reasons which were unanswerable. 
Having shewn that it would form an unprece¬ 
dented interference with the prerogative of the 
crown, he contended that “ even if such a princi¬ 
ple could be admitted, yet the house of commons 
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was incompetent to take upon themselves the 
selection.” He treated with ridicule the idea of 
making the two captains named by Bastard, sub¬ 
jects of an address to the sovereign for favour, 
merely because they had been thanked in the 
lump with all the officers and all the seamen 
who gained the glorious victory in question. Nor 
did the chancellor of the exchequer omit to notice 
with becoming disapprobation, the very gross 
manner in which had been described the offices 
necessary to be assumed by candidates for promo¬ 
tion. Such insinuations would indeed have been 
most unjustly applied to Lord Howe, who was a 
man of very correct manners; but it did not 
appear equally certain that some of the qualifica¬ 
tions enumerated, might not have formed recom¬ 
mendations to one of his predecessors in the same 
office, the Earl of Sandwich. Bastard finding that 
none of the opposition leaders came to his aid, 
that Lord Hood took part against him, and that 
the house seemed disinclined to adopt his propo¬ 
sition, withdrew it; stating at the same time his 
determination to renew it under another form. 

18*A April. — This menace he accomplished, 
about two months afterwards, when he moved 
for “ the house to resolve itself into a committee, 
to enquire into the conduct of the admiralty re¬ 
specting the late naval promotion.” The argu¬ 
ments with which he maintained his proposition, 
were nearly the same as he had used on the pre- 



SIR G. HOWARD.—PITT.—FOX. 53 

ceding occasion; but the result proved widely 
different. Many professional men, some of whom 
were warmly attached to administration, impelled 
by personal feelings, declared in favour of the 
motion. Sir George Howard, an officer devoted 
to the crown, and who had been placed at the 
head of the army, protested that he thought an 
enquiry could not be refused without the sacri¬ 
fice of honour and of justice. Other individuals 
of independent character followed his example. 
Pitt resisted with great eloquence and ability 
the tide which set strong against him; combating 
it by precedents, as well as by arguments; allow¬ 
ing nevertheless, that if the point was agitated 
within those walls, the present mode formed the 
only constitutional ground on which the discus¬ 
sion could take place. Fox, concurring in this 
sentiment, admitted the royal prerogative to be 
sacred as it regarded the distribution of military 
honours and rewards. “ So firmly am I of that 
opinion,” added he, “that if an address to the 
crown had been proposed, 1 could not support it; 
but the motion being for a committee, I shall give 
my vote in its favour. Because it is the consti¬ 
tutional province of this house to watch over the 
executive departments, wherever abuse is sus¬ 
pected to exist; and finally to institute enquiry, 
with a view either to censure, or to punishment.” 
He next proceeded to maintain, that in the recent 
promotion, the first lord of the admiralty had 
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acted with partiality and oppression; or, to use 
the mildest term which could apply to the act, 
with caprice. A division took place at a late 
hour of the morning; ministers only carrying the 
question by sixteen votes. Bastard was sustained 
by 134; while 150, of which number I was one, 
followed Pitt. It was, in fact, a defeat to admi¬ 
nistration ; and the mover, encouraged by such a 
proof of parliamentary approbation, gave imme¬ 
diate notice that he would speedily bring the 
matter anew under discussion. 

29 th April .—The third and last debate which 
arose out of this naval promotion, followed after 
an interval of about ten days. Neither Pitt nor 
Fox, neither Dundas nor Sheridan, bore any part 
in it. Bastard, who had exhausted the subject 
as a topic of declamation, after a short speech, 
moved, that it is “ injurious to the service, and un¬ 
just, to set aside in the promotion to flags, meri¬ 
torious officers of approved service.” The treasury 
bench committed its defence principally to Lord 
Hood. That veteran commander, whose figure, 
countenance, and manners exhibited the charac¬ 
teristic marks of hard service, had fought his own 
way up to honours and dignities. It was there¬ 
fore highly improbable that he would become the 
apologist of a measure, which violated justice in 
the persons of men with whom he had trod the 
quarter-deck during forty years. Yet Lord Hood 
strenuously vindicated the conduct of the noble- 
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man presiding at the admiralty. From documents 
which he produced, it appeared that in almost 
every past promotion, a greater proportion of 
captains had been passed by, than included: but, 
no complaint was to be found of national injury 
sustained in consequence of such a practice. “ The 
noble viscount,” pursued he, “ ranks conspicuous, 
in the opinion of the navy, as a brave and skilful 
seaman. He has hitherto maintained a character 
of unsullied honour and unimpeached integrity. 
Can it be supposed that such a man, placed at the 
head of the naval administration, would abuse his 
power, and plunge into voluntary disgrace ? ” 
Various naval officers rose during the debate ; 
every individual of whom, with the single excep¬ 
tion of Lord Hood, supported Bastard’s motion. 
Macbride, who in a former session had opposed 
the Duke of Richmond’s plan of fortifications, 
inveighed against the system adopted by Lord 
Howe. “I stand,” exclaimed he, “fortieth on 
the actual list of post captains, at this time. 
Before the promotion reaches me, I may be worn 
out; and consequently I shall be set aside, if 
only those who can do actual duty are hence¬ 
forward to expect a flag. Two officers now pre¬ 
sent, (Lord Hood and Sir Edmund Affleck,) have 
been deservedly elevated, one to an Irish peerage, 
the other to the rank of a baronet. Monuments 
in Westminster Abbey have been voted for two 
others, who fell gloriously in the action of the 
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12th of April 1782 : while Captains Balfour and 
Thompson, who equally signalized themselves on 
that occasion, are kicked out of the service.” Lord 
Mulgrave stood precisely in a similar predicament 
with Macbride, his commission, as a post captain, 
bearing date on one and the same day. During 
the first discussion respecting the promotions made 
by Lord Howe, Lord Mulgrave, though seated 
on the treasury bench, ventured to rise, and to 
support indirectly Bastard’s motion. But, being 
gently reprehended by Pitt, for thus emancipat¬ 
ing himself from his ministerial fetters, in com¬ 
pliance with professional feelings; he remained 
silent throughout the course of the two succeed¬ 
ing debates. He had nearly served out his time, 
and he received his reward, the British peerage, 
little more than two years afterwards. Aware 
how unpopular was the ground, as well as the 
nobleman to be defended, ministers did not ven¬ 
ture to meet the motion with a direct negative. 
They therefore moved the previous question, which 
was carried by a majority of fifty-one; the respect¬ 
ive numbers being 220 against 169. 

Notwithstanding this numerical victory of ad¬ 
ministration, the triumph of public opinion re¬ 
mained with the opposite party. The two naval 
captains excluded by Lord Howe, received ample 
compensation for the loss of rank, if the parlia¬ 
mentary recognition of their merits could allay 
their wounded feelings. Nor did that nobleman 



LORD HOWE. 


57 


long survive in his official capacity the selection 
which he had made, whatever were the motives by 
which it was dictated. He languished near three 
months in employment, and then resigned. He 
was indeed kicked up stairs, being advanced from 
the dignity of a viscount, to the rank of an earl, 
with remainder of a barony to his three daugh¬ 
ters, he having no son. This augmentation of 
honours, which he probably anticipated as certain 
whenever he should retire from the admiralty, 
though it might alleviate, could not compensate 
the loss of power, coupled with the circumstances 
by which it was occasioned, or at least accelerated. 
He returned no more to that post; but the naval 
action of the 1st of June, 1794, when he defeat¬ 
ed the fleet of republican France in the Bay of 
Biscay, shed a lustre over his declining years. 
That the king did not regret his resignation, no 
man doubted. Lord Howe’s conduct during the 
American war, while commanding beyond the 
Atlantic, as well as in parliament, subsequent to 
his return, was known to have made a deep im¬ 
pression on his majesty’s mind. Nor could he 
efface that sentiment by the charms of his ad¬ 
dress, or of his conversation. Taciturn, phleg¬ 
matic, and destitute of all gaiety, his German 
descent from George the First might be traced 
not only on his features, but in his whole de¬ 
portment. 

Those persons, indeed, who remarked the hos- 
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tile part taken by Sir George Howard, during 
the second debate relative to the promotions at 
the admiralty; and who knew the almost un¬ 
limited deference of the commander-in-chief for 
his sovereign’s supposed wishes; inferred that so 
good a courtier did not steer such a course, with¬ 
out secretly knowing that it would be approved 
at St. James’s. Pitt unquestionably fulfilled every 
ministerial obligation imposed on him, towards 
one of his colleagues in office, throughout the dis¬ 
cussions that took place, however he might lament 
the cause that rendered necessary his exertions. 
So might Lord Hood, whose services, eminent as 
they confessedly were, yet would not perhaps 
have raised him to the dignity of the British 
peerage, if Fox, instead of Pitt, had presided in 
the councils of the crown from 1784 to 1801. 
Assuredly, his brother, Alexander ; who had ren¬ 
dered himself so obnoxious by his evidence on 
Keppel’s court martial, after the action of the 27th 
of July 1778; would not have been created a 
viscount, unless Pitt had been minister. The two 
Hoods were sons of the clergyman of the village 
of South Petherton in Somersetshire, where was 
situate the estate of Burton Pynsent, bequeathed 
by Sir William Pynsent to the first Mr. Pitt, as a 
tribute of grateful admiration for his public ser¬ 
vices. They rose under his auspices, and devolv¬ 
ed on his son. Pitt could not well regret Lord 
Howe’s departure from office. He had, indeed, 
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every reason to rejoice at it; as he supplied the 
vacant place by introducing his own brother, the 
Earl of Chatham, into that high employment. 
Lord Hood, named at the same time a member of 
the board of admiralty, was given him as a Mentor. 

5th May .—The severe conflicts which Pitt had 
with so much difficulty surmounted, during the 
passage of the “East India Declaratory Bill,” and 
throughout the discussions respecting Lord Howe, 
were speedily obliterated by a day of triumph. 
Early in May he laid before parliament a state of 
the finances; or in technical language, he opened, 
the budget. Never did any minister make a more 
gratifying exposition, conveyed in language equal¬ 
ly clear, concise, and yet ample in point of infor¬ 
mation ! Without parade or ostentation, he ob¬ 
served that a very considerable augmentation had 
occurred in the expences of the actual year, be¬ 
yond the estimate made in 1786; which encrease 
had been judged indispensable to our national 
honour, as well as prosperity. Having then de¬ 
tailed the different items or heads of this extra¬ 
ordinary expenditure; having shewn that they 
amounted in the aggregate to near one million 
three hundred thousand pounds; of which sum, 
one hundred and eighty thousand had been voted 
towards payment of the Prince of Wales’s debts; 
“ Notwithstanding these heavy demands,” added 
Pitt, “there now remains a clear surplus of seven¬ 
teen thousand pounds; without new taxes, with- 
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out loan, and without interrupting for an instant 
the application of the million set apart for the dis¬ 
charge of the national debt. Seven millions have 
been expended within the last four years, on the 
improvement of the navy. Thirty ships of the 
line, and thirty-five frigates, have been construct¬ 
ed or repaired, more than during the first four 
years which followed the peace of 1763. Mean¬ 
while, in addition to all these propitious events, 
we have extinguished two millions and a half of 
our national debt.” 

Gratifying as was the minister’s disclosure of 
the state of the finances, the contrast which they 
formed with those of France prodigiously aug¬ 
mented its effect. “ I have,” said he, “ seen 
within these few hours past, the acknowledged 
condition of the French revenue, as exhibited by 
their own government. According to that ac¬ 
count, the avowed annual deficiency, after all the 
retrenchments which they have effected, does not 
fall short of two millions three hundred thousand 
pounds sterling. Our rival therefore, who en¬ 
gaged in a war for the emancipation of our late 
colonies; which object she accomplished, and from 
which she projected to draw immense advantages; 
has failed in her ambitious calculations.” So ex¬ 
hilarating a picture of our national resources re¬ 
flected too much lustre on the administration to 
pass without comment. Sheridan rising as soon as 
the chancellor of the exchequer finished, observed, 
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that “ invidious as the task might be, it neverthe¬ 
less became necessary to dissipate the delusion 
under which the country laboured, and to detect 
the fallacies by which it was still attempted to 
perpetuate that deception.” He then proceeded, 
with great financial ability, to dissect every pro¬ 
position contained in the speech just pronounced; 
exhibiting proof of the solidity and depth of those 
faculties, the brilliancy of which he had so fre¬ 
quently displayed in that assembly. 

Passing in review consecutively, Pitt’s asser¬ 
tions and calculations, he endeavoured to demon¬ 
strate their falsity, or at least their uncertainty 
and exaggeration. If he did not persuade his 
audience of the truth of all his own assertions, he 
unquestionably impressed on their minds a strong 
conviction of his extraordinary endowments: for, 
contrary to his accustomed habits, wit formed no 
part of his appeal. The whole was fact and arith¬ 
metical demonstration. Such was the versatility 
of his parts, adapted to parliament as well as to 
the theatre; formed equally to delight at Drury- 
lane, in the house of commons, or in Westmin¬ 
ster Hall! Sheridan wanted only two qualfica- 
tions in order to have outshone all his contem¬ 
poraries. I mean, application and moral character. 
He possessed, even more than Burke, a super¬ 
abundance of genius. But the defects of his 
conduct finally plunged him in embarrassments 
of every kind, enfeebled his intellect, produced 
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premature old age, accompanied with diseases, 
and terminating in death. Raised to the rank of a 
privy counsellor before his decease, endowed with 
transcendent talents, after sitting almost his whole 
life in parliament, caressed by princes, by women, 
by all mankind; his concluding days were passed 
in taverns, and in spunging-houses, surrounded 
by bailiffs, a stranger to domestic tranquillity or 
enjoyments. Neither Bacon, nor the second Vil- 
liers, Duke of Buckingham, nor Pope’s Duke of 
Wharton, hold out more striking proofs of the 
inefficiency of genius to excite respect, or even to 
procure comfort, if not accompanied with pru¬ 
dence and with morals, than was exhibited in 
the person of Sheridan. 

Fox continued the attack thus begun on the 
budget. “ I make no scruple,” observed he, “ to 
assert, whatever odium may accompany the de¬ 
claration, that our revenues and resources have 
been represented in language as much too san¬ 
guine, as our annual expenditure has been esti¬ 
mated on too low a scale. This exaggeration 
produced the very delusion by which France has 
been reduced to her actual state of embarrass¬ 
ment. But, such is the happy constitution of 
Great Britain, that we cannot long be held in 
error. We may be deceived in pence; in mil¬ 
lions, deception cannot operate.” On the follow¬ 
ing day, Sir Grey Cooper, followed by Hussey, 
member for Salisbury, (both men deeply conver- 
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sant in matters of finance,) undertook to point 
out the fallacy of Pitt’s propositions. The former, 
than whom few individuals within those walls 
better understood the subject, at considerable 
length discussed the budget, and declared it to be 
an illusion. Hussey put various questions to the 
minister, designed to probe the obscure or vul¬ 
nerable parts of his exposure. Pitt, thus assailed, 
justified his calculations. Yet, with a manly mind 
he admitted, that though he saw no reason for 
expecting it, nevertheless the revenue might de¬ 
ceive his expectation in the coming year. “Should 
the fact so prove,” added he, “ this house must 
meet the difficulty in a becoming manner, and 
raise the deficiency by a loan, or by new taxes.” 
Pulteney, more favourably disposed towards ad¬ 
ministration, complimented the chancellor of the 
exchequer on his financial plans, bestowing on 
them the most flattering epithets. All the reso¬ 
lutions proposed by Pitt for the adoption of the 
house were finally passed without any division. 

The proceedings in the prosecution of Impey, 
which had been retarded by the examinations of 
witnesses, at length appeared to approach their 
termination. Towards the last days of April, Sir 
Gilbert Elliot began to open the charge relative 
to the trial and execution of Nundcomar. His 
monotonous and measured enunciation, unillu¬ 
minated by a ray of vivacity, or a spark of wit, 
derived nevertheless an interest from the sound 
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sense which pervaded his whole discourse, from 
the serious nature of the accusation preferred, 
and, above all, from his accurate information on 
the subject. He admitted that Sir Elijah’s de¬ 
fence had produced on his audience, as well as on 
the public, a very favourable impression. But 
he took occasion, at the same time, to comment 
with great severity on the sort of defence to 
which the person accused had thought proper to 
resort. In fact, Sir Elijah, with the guarded cau¬ 
tion of a man bred to the law, made only a verbal 
defence, declining to commit it to paper. The 
chancellor, (Lord Thurlow,) when alluding to the 
circumstance, during a debate in the house of 
peers, had not hesitated to pronounce Impey a wise 
man for having adopted such a mode of reply. 
Nor did he scruple to declare Hastings a weak 
man, for having delivered in at the bar a written 
defence. Elliot adverting next to Sir Elijah’s 
justification, that “ he had done nothing more 
than the other judges who tried Nundcomar; 
and that if he was guilty, they participated in his 
culpability observed, “ In every instance where 
more than one person is accused of committing a 
criminal act, it is customary to prosecute the ring¬ 
leader. The end of justice is thus sufficiently 
answered, the principle of human penalties being 
to make an example of great offenders, thereby 
deterring others from the perpetration of similar 
enormities.” 
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Sir Gilbert next approached a part of his argu¬ 
ment on which he felt it necessary to observe 
the utmost circumspection. I mean, the share 
taken by his own brother in Nundcomar’s' trial. 
This brother, Alexander Elliot, had been sent 
out, when very young, to Calcutta, in the civil 
service of the East India Company ; where he 
not only gave promise, but exhibited proofs, of 
distinguished talents. They had justly endeared 
him to Hastings; and on the trial of the unfortu¬ 
nate rajah, Elliot acted in court as interpreter. 
He was subsequently sent home to England by 
the governor-general, on a secret mission, at which 
time he brought to London the copy of that legal 
proceeding. Returning to India, he continued to 
enjoy, and to deserve, Hastings’s friendship. But 
his career was arrested, he having perished in the 
flower of youth, from the consequences of passing 
the Cuttack river, after a course of mercurial me¬ 
dicines, while he was on his way from Bengal to 
Madras. His premature end excited universal 
regret; and the governor-general, as a last tribute 
to his memory, ordered a monument to be erected 
on the spot where he expired. In his parody on 
Horace’s “ Ode to Pompeius Grosphus,” Hastings 
has commemorated his friend, when alluding to 
the 

“ Abstulit clarum cita mors Achillen *’ 

of the Roman poet, though I do not exactly re¬ 
collect the English lines. Sir Gilbert attempted 
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to prove that his brother, of whom he spoke with 
the warmest feelings of fraternal affection, neither 
participated in, nor had ever manifested any ap¬ 
probation of. Sir Elijah Impey’s conduct during 
Nundcomar’s trial. But Sir Richard Sutton, who 
undertook Impey’s defence, produced and read in 
his place a letter addressed by Alexander Elliot 
to the chief justice of Bengal. It was dated from 
the mouth of the Ganges, on board the ship which 
conveyed him to Europe; and contained the most 
unequivocal expressions in favour of the court, as 
well as of the judge, who tried and condemned 
Nundcomar. This evidence was not, however, 
brought forward on that night, being reserved by 
Sutton for the evening when a division finally 
took place on the question relative to Impey’s 
guilt or innocence. 

7th May. — Sir Gilbert Elliot, on the second 
debate, which followed after an interval of about 
ten days, endeavoured to prove that the whole 
judicial proceedings instituted against Nundco- 
mar, were in themselves subversive of, as well as 
contrary to, the established forms of criminal jus¬ 
tice. He denied that the King of England pos¬ 
sessed, or could delegate, any jurisdiction whatever 
over the natives of India. His reasonings on that 
most important point appeared to me to carry 
with them great weight, if they were not indeed 
unanswerable. Even though the right of trying 
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the accused rajah by the authority of British 
laws should be recognized, yet he maintained that 
Impey’s whole conduct, while sitting on the bench, 
carried with it an internal evidence of his inten¬ 
tion or determination to dispatch Nundcomar. 
Sir Elijah well knew that the rajah had not only 
come forward as the informer against Mr. Has¬ 
tings, whom he accused of gross peculation; but 
was likewise engaged as a principal witness in a 
pending prosecution, for the express purpose of 
proving the allegation, at the very time that he 
was apprehended, indicted, and brought to trial. 
Impey’s avowed political attachment to the gover¬ 
nor-general, — a fact which was not contradicted, 
—rendered it too probable that he had made him¬ 
self the voluntary instrument of Hastings’s resent¬ 
ment. Lastly, Elliot positively denied that the 
crime of forgery had ever been regarded through¬ 
out Hindostan as a capital offence punishable with 
death. Nundcomar’s counsel, be observed, at the 
very commencement of the trial, had made objec¬ 
tions to the competency of the tribunal before 
which he was arraigned;—objections, which the 
chief justice answered with marks of unbecoming 
warmth and passion. Even in the examination 
of the witnesses, and throughout every part of 
Impey’s conduct, he asserted that the indelible 
traces of partiality were obvious and incontestable; 
fixing on the chief justice a strong suspicion of 
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his having become the governor-general’s instru¬ 
ment, for the purpose of offering up Nundcomar 
as a victim. 

Having reached this stage of the charge. Sir 
Gilbert threw himself on the liberality of the 
house, to permit of his postponing for a few 
hours the remaining circumstances of the case. 
Two points in particular, both which took place 
subsequent to the trial, merited, he said, their pe¬ 
culiar attention: namely. Sir Elijah’s having over¬ 
ruled an arrest of judgment, which had been mov¬ 
ed ; and his refusal to grant a respite. Sir Richard 
Sutton opposing the proposition of any further 
delay, as equally injurious to the feelings of the 
individual accused, and disgraceful to their own 
proceedings, Burke started up in great agitation. 
After pronouncing a fine encomium on his friend’s 
speech, he demanded whether some attention was 
not due to a member who requested a short pause 
from the exertion and fatigue that he had under¬ 
gone?—“ We have been called upon,” continued 
he, “ to consider the feelings of the person ac¬ 
cused. But the person himself does not manifest 
in his deportment that he is much actuated by 
feelings becoming his present situation. I have 
recently seen him in Westminster Hall, where he 
appeared rather like an accuser, than a party ac¬ 
cused.’ Contumacious, arrogant, confident, and 
assuming,—” Here loud and general cries of Or¬ 
der! interrupted his further progress. Burke still 
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attempted, nevertheless, to justify, and even to 
repeat his animadversions on Impey’s behaviour, 
as altogether unbecoming a man charged with 
such weighty crimes. Finding, however, that 
the house would not permit him to throw out 
reflections of that nature against an absent indi¬ 
vidual, he assumed a milder tone. With pathetic 
remonstrances he endeavoured to shew, that even 
Impey’s friends would neither consult his honour, 
nor his advantage, by pressing for a hasty de¬ 
cision. He was himself, he said, from exhausture, 
utterly unfit to take part in a debate of such 
magnitude. Pitt now interposed. Having passed 
a comment rather severe on the length of Sir Gil¬ 
bert’s two speeches, and having expressed his re¬ 
luctance to postpone the business to another day; 
he yet admitted that if the mover of the charge 
found himself unable to proceed, the assembly 
must of necessity adjourn. It was universally 
agreed at the same time, that a final decision 
should take place on the evening fixed for the 
next agitation of the question. 

9th May. — Not having been present on that 
occasion, I cannot relate, as an ear-witness, any 
of the circumstances which then occurred. Some 
friends of Impey had strongly importuned me to 
attend in my place whenever the last discussion 
should arise. But, as I thought very differently 
from them on the subject of his judicial conduct 
in Bengal, I left London, in order to avoid giv- 
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ing any vote. In the composition of these me¬ 
moirs, I lay claim only to one merit, truth, which 
necessarily includes impartiality. Whatever er¬ 
rors may become embodied in the work, I have 
not any where intentionally disguised or given a 
false colouring to facts. I highly disapproved and 
condemned every part of Impey’s conduct, from 
the commencement to the catastrophe of Nund- 
comar’s trial. That it was “ a legal murder,” I 
will not by any means assert: but the proceed¬ 
ings were more worthy of Jefferies, or of Scroggs, 
than of Hale, or of Forster. A determination, 
not only to condemn, but to execute the sen¬ 
tence, seems to have animated the chief justice. 
Otherwise, why did he not respite the prisoner? 
Yet, as three other judges participated with him 
throughout the whole proceeding, I doubt whe¬ 
ther Impey could legally be an object of exclusive 
impeachment. 

When I thus pass moral sentence on Sir Elijah, 
I most reluctantly extend it to 'Mr. Hastings, 
under whose concealed directions, or understood 
wishes, it is impossible not to suppose that he 
acted. Here again I sacrifice to truth: for these 
memoirs sufficiently attest how highly I estimate 
the governor-general’s public services. They 
were, in my opinion, eminent: but Nundcomar’s 
execution cast a shade over his administration. 
I do not indeed hesitate to declare, that under all 
the circumstances of the two cases, the execution 
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of Mary, Queen of Scots, which has been con¬ 
sidered as so great a blemish in the reign and 
character of Elizabeth, excites far less condemna¬ 
tion, and is susceptible of a much more solid 
defence, than are the proceedings that accompa¬ 
nied the trial, and precipitated the end, of the 
Hindoo rajah. If I had been compelled to vote on 
the question, however I might have regretted 
such a necessity, yet, beyond a doubt, 1 should 
have been found on that night among the mi¬ 
nority. I am of opinion that two-thirds of the 
members who were absent, would, on a similar 
supposition, have acted in the same manner. 

Though I did not assist in my place on the 9th 
of May, nevertheless the interesting nature of 
the subject, and my personal acquaintance with 
every individual who took part in the discussion, 
lead me to detail its principal features. It was 
universally admitted that Elliot summed up with 
great ability. He endeavoured to prove, from a 
number of concurring facts, the systematic crimi¬ 
nality of Impey in not respiting the prisoner, 
even though he might have been capitally con¬ 
victed by iniquitously applying to the case our 
statutes of English law. “ I would vainly seek,” 
continued Elliot, “ such an accumulation of guilt 
in the legal annals of our own country. It is 
only from the sanguinary records of Spanish 
America that I can extract a precedent. When 
Pizarro was determined to put to death the Peru- 
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vian Inca Atabalipa, he constituted a court with 
all the formalities of law, before which tribunal 
he arraigned the devoted prince. Pizarro then 
accused him of having usurped his own kingdom, 
and of levying war on the Spaniards, his rightful 
sovereigns. On these atrocious charges was the 
Inca condemned and executed.” — “ What is 
there,” observed Elliot, “ in Sir Elijah Impey’s 
character that should prevent his impeachment ? 
Neither the dignity, the profound learning, nor 
the comprehensive genius of Lord Bacon, the 
founder of modem science, could shelter him 
from the punishment merited by his corruption 
as a judge.” Towards the conclusion of his 
speech, after appealing to the reason of his au¬ 
dience, he addressed himself to their emotions. 
Having related the affecting particulars of Nund- 
comar’s end, from the testimony of an eye¬ 
witness, “The ghost of that murdered rajah,” 
exclaimed Sir Gilbert, “demands justice! It is 
on all our heads! The cry of blood rings in our 
ears, and bursts our walls for vengeance! To 
your justice therefore I commit the culprit. Deal 
with him as he deserves.” There is something in 
these appalling expressions which involuntarily 
reminds us of Clarence’s dream; of the “ shadow 
like an angel, with bright hair dabbled in blood,” 
who shrieks aloud, 

“ Seize on him, Furies, take him to your torments! ” 

Sir Richard Sutton, to whom the defence of 
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Impey was principally entrusted, rising imme¬ 
diately, addressed the house. He was a man of 
coarse and almost rugged exterior; but whose 
powers of mind, matured by experience, and for¬ 
tified by perfect information of the case under 
discussion, enabled him to place in the most fa¬ 
vourable point of view every fact which could 
conduce to the extrication of the chief justice. 
After professing his inability to follow Sir Gil¬ 
bert through a speech, or rather, through three 
speeches, comprizing in the aggregate fifteen hours; 
Sutton, in language of perspicuity and energy, 
brought forward a number of documents calcu¬ 
lated to erase the impression of Impey’s guilt. 
He was followed by Macdonald and Arden, the 
solicitor and attorney-general, both of whom jus¬ 
tified Sir Elijah’s conduct on the bench through¬ 
out the trial; but both acknowledged that if they 
had sate as judges on the occasion, they should 
have respited the prisoner. Such an admission 
was in itself a moral condemnation. All the 
entrenchments thrown up by legal ingenuity, in 
order to protect the chief justice, were however 
stormed with resistless eloquence by Fox, who 
accused him of having committed a deliberate 
murder. The application to Nundcomar’s case, of 
English acts of parliament, passed under Eliza¬ 
beth, or early in George the Second’s reign, long 
before we acquired any territorial possessions in 
India, f'ox treated with mingled ridicule and 
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indignation. “ Would any man except Sir Elijah 
Impey,” demanded he, “on the doubtful opera¬ 
tion of such statutes, have taken upon himself 
the responsibility of putting an individual to 
death? Must he not have said to himself, be¬ 
fore he passed sentence on the unhappy prisoner, 
‘ If I had been in England, I could not have per¬ 
petrated this act of blood. There, the king’s pre¬ 
rogative of mercy would have been sacred; but 
here, this wretch is in my power, and I will mur¬ 
der him.’” 

Pursuing Impey with the same force of severe 
reason, Fox endeavoured to render palpable his 
complicity with the governor-general, for the 
purpose of offering up Nundcomar. “ It is, to 
my conviction,” observed Fox, “ absurd to main¬ 
tain, that no malice existed in the chief justice’s 
mind throughout the trial. His subservience to 
Mr. Hastings is to be presumed from all the 
circumstances of the case. Being so presumed, 
a corrupt motive forms a necessary inference: for 
no two individuals would agree in so wicked an 
act as that of taking away a fellow-creature’s life, 
without a corrupt motive of some kind.” Fox’s 
conclusion was most impressive. “ If,” said he, 
“ I was called on to pronounce as a man of honour , 
I should declare that Sir Elijah Impey has been 
guilty of a deliberate murder. I would say the 
same, if I were to depose as a juryman, on my 
oath. I lament that our powers, as a branch of 
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the legislature, are so contracted, that we can only- 
vote him guilty of a high crime and misde¬ 
meanor ; because, in my opinion, imprisonment for 
life, and half his fortune, could form no adequate 
compensation for his guilt*’ He added, “ It is well 
known that I am not a sanguinary man. But I 
should not regret if murder were, in the present 
instance, to incur the punishment deserved by 
murder.” 

The chancellor of the exchequer did not rise till 
a late hour. On his line of conduct, Impey’s 
friends well knew, would probably turn the final 
event. Pitt spoke with force and decision; de¬ 
claring his firm belief that “ in no view could any 
corrupt motive be brought home to Sir Elijah; and 
that therefore he should give his negative to the 
question of impeachment; as, unless a corrupt 
motive could be proved, no man ought to support 
Elliot’s proposition.” The accusation of a conspi¬ 
racy between Impey and Hastings, for the pur¬ 
pose of destroying Nundcomar, he treated as des¬ 
titute of any shadow of solid proof. Reviewing 
in succession all the objections urged against the 
competency of the tribunal before which the 
rajah was arraigned ; the consequent illegality of 
the proceedings, and the refusal of the chief jus¬ 
tice to grant a respite; Pitt endeavoured to de¬ 
monstrate their futility. So indignant was Fox 
at finding the minister thus extend his shield over 
Impey, that he did not scruple to say in reply. 
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“ I consider the man who can bring himself seri¬ 
ously to defend such a conduct, as an accomplice 
in the guilt of the murder .” But Pitt calmly an¬ 
swered, that “ if the innocence of Nundcomar had 
ever been shewn, he would then have admitted 
there existed some foundation for the declamatory 
invective just pronounced.” I have nevertheless 
always considered Pitt’s speech on this occasion 
as having done more honour to his abilities, than to 
his principles. That the corrupt motive by which 
the chief justice had been actuated, was not juridi¬ 
cally proved, must indeed be conceded: but all 
the circumstances of the transaction impress with 
a strong conviction of bis guilt. Nor will im¬ 
partial posterity probably approve the conduct of 
a minister who could join in the impeachment of 
Hastings for political crimes, while he became the 
advocate and the protector of a judge who, when 
sitting on a case of life and death, acted like 
Impey. 

Two individuals distinguished themselves on 
that evening; one, by the eloquent but vehement 
nature of his speech; the other, by its Spartan 
force and brevity. The former, Colonel Fullar- 
ton, whom I have already had occasion to men¬ 
tion, inveighed in animated terms against Impey, 
as a criminal of the most atrocious description; 
whose ermine was steeped in human blood, who 
trampled on all laws to gratify his insatiate love 
of money, who amassed an immense fortune by 
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bribes and contracts, and who had converted the 
court of judicature itself into an “ officina scelerum 
et malorum.” Nor did he fail to verify many of 
these allegations, by more than declamation. 
Some of the facts which he enumerated, however 
irrelevant they might be to the immediate subject 
under discussion, yet deeply impressed his audi¬ 
ence. On the cruelty and injustice of subjecting 
a Hindoo to the operation of English laws, which 
never could be construed to extend over that 
country, Fullarton observed, “ If it were legal to 
hang Nundcomar on the statute passed in 1728 
against forgery ; it would be equally consonant to 
justice, to hang the Nabob of Bengal, or the Great 
Mogul, and all his court, on the statute of James 
the First against bigamy.” Sir James Johnstone, 
who always brought Robert Bruce before my 
eyes; but who concealed under a rough form, and 
unpolished manners, great integrity, directed by 
strong sense; exclaimed, after listening more than 
two hours to Fullarton’s severe philippic, “ Every 
argument confirms my opinion that the question 
ought to be supported. We have beheaded a 
king: we have hanged a peer: we have shot an 
admiral: we are now trying a governor-general; 
and I can see no reason why we should not put 
on his trial, a judge and a chief justice.” 

Burke concluded this long and most interesting 
discussion. Having laboured, not without effect, 
to prove, from a variety of concurring testimonies, 
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the confederacy that existed between Mr. Has¬ 
tings and Sir Elijah Impey, for Nundcomar’s de¬ 
struction ; “ Those persons,” continued he, ** who 
sanction by their vote such an act of enormity, 
will practically say to future judges, ‘Copy the 
conduct of the chief justice of Bengal. Desert 
your duty and your impartiality. Become politi¬ 
cal instruments in the hands of government. Op¬ 
pose power to right, and instead of protecting 
innocence, embrace the cause of guilt!’ ” His ani¬ 
madversions on Pitt were most severe. “ It was 
asserted of old,” said Burke, “ that if the gods ad¬ 
dressed themselves to men, they would use the 
language of the Greeks. With equal truth may 
I declare, that if despotism itself were to speak, it 
would use the language, and enforce the argu¬ 
ments, of the chancellor of the exchequer.” After 
a debate of more than twelve hours, a division 
at length took place. I believe that the attend¬ 
ance never exceeded two hundred members, at 
any period of the night. Only one hundred and 
twenty-eight voted on the question, who did not 
constitute a fourth part of the aggregate numbers 
of the house of commons, as then formed. Fifty- 
five were for the impeachment; seventy-three 
negatived it: thus leaving a majority in favour of 
Sir Elijah, amounting to eighteen. It might be 
deemed an escape; but it could not be denomi¬ 
nated a triumph. Dundas did not vote on the 
question;— a circumstance which gave rise to 
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much speculation, as he very rarely took a differ¬ 
ent line in parliament from the minister. That 
the real independent majority of the members 
present were of opinion to impeach Impey, no 
man can doubt, who considers how many indivi¬ 
duals implicitly followed Pitt. I will estimate them 
at eleven, but I might take them at a higher num¬ 
ber, and I shall enumerate them. 

The Hon. John Charles Villiers, whom he made 
chief justice in eyre north of Trent not more 
than a year and a half afterwards, may be placed 
at their head. This office, a sinecure, and for life, 
he owed entirely to the minister’s friendship; and 
he continues to hold it at the present hour. Lord 
Camelford (probably at Pitt’s request) brought 
Mr. Villiers into parliament, for Old Sarum. 
Early in 1787 he had been made comptroller of 
the king’s household, by the same powerful influ- • 
ence. He possessed no parliamentary ability; but 
his figure was tall and elegant; his features noble, 
and set off by a profusion of light hair. The 
“Rolliad” notices him as 

“Villiers, comely with the flaxen hair 
subjoining, “ The character of Villiers seems to be 
drawn after the Nireus of Homer; who, as the 
commentators remark, is celebrated in the cata¬ 
logue of warriors, for the handsomest man in the 
Grecian army, and is never mentioned again 
through the whole twenty-four books of the 
Iliad” Edward James Eliot, and his younger 
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brother, John Eliot, now Earl of St. Germain’s, 
who then jointly represented the Cornish borough 
of Liskeard, might he regarded as almost insepa¬ 
rable from the chancellor of the exchequer. He 
had raised their father to the British peerage, im¬ 
mediately after his own accession to power, in 
January 1784; and the eldest of the two brothers 
stood in the closest ties of connexion with him 
by marriage. 

Mr. William Grenville, from consanguinity, as 
well as from principle, naturally kept his eye 
fixed on Pitt. So did the Marquis of Graham, 
on whom he lavishly conferred offices and honours, 
down to the period of his own decease. Lord 
Hood, and his brother Sir Alexander, I have al¬ 
ready counted, not long since, among the devot¬ 
ed adherents of the minister. Rose and Steele, 
- the two secretaries of the treasury, follow¬ 
ed of course the head of the hoard. No indivi¬ 
dual in the house was probably more strongly 
attached to Pitt than the Earl of Momington, 
whom he had made a lord of the treasury in 1786. 
He represented Windsor at this time. Lastly, 
Addington, now Lord Sidmouth, owed his whole 
advancement in life to the protection of the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer, who, not long afterwards, 
placed him in the Speaker’s chair. I do not in¬ 
clude in this list either Mr. Bankes, or Lord 
Apsley, now Earl Bathurst, though both voted 
against Impey’s impeachment; because the for- 
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mer, notwithstanding his friendship for Pitt, al¬ 
ways displayed a most independent mind, neither 
to be warped by interest, ambition, or attachment. 
Lord Apsley, who was placed at the board of 
admiralty by Pitt, in December 1788, of which 
he still remained a member, I might be fully jus¬ 
tified in ranging among the ministerial followers. 
Hardinge, who during the debates that preceded 
Hastings’s prosecution, in April and May 1786, 
exclaimed so vehemently against allowing the 
governor-general’s public services to form a set-off 
against his demerits;—Hardinge, who then dis¬ 
played so tender a political conscience, yet voted 
for acquitting Impey. Kenyon likewise gave his 
vote to Sir Elijah ; but he did not speak on the 
question. It is evident that Impey owed his 
security to his profession. If he had not been a 
lawyer, he would probably have been impeached. 
We must recollect that Pitt was bred to the bar: 
Fox felt no predilection for the long robe. 

Several of the minister’s most intimate friends 
absented themselves nevertheless on that night. 
Lord Bayham, now Marquis Camden, whose 
father had been raised to the dignity of an earl, 
only two years earlier, by Pitt,—and who was 
himself a lord of the admiralty,—did not attend the 
debate. Another member of the same board, a 
nobleman with whom I have lived in some de¬ 
gree of intimacy ; a man most conscientious and 
correct in all the actions of his life; — I mean. 
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Lord Arden; — declined voting on the point. 
So did Lord Mulgrave, notwithstanding the lu¬ 
crative office of which he was in possession, and 
the peerage to which he looked forward with 
anxious expectation. John James Hamilton, who 
so soon afterwards became by Pitt’s special favour 
Marquis of Abercom, strenuously as he support¬ 
ed the governor-general, yet did not form one of 
Impey’s small majority. Even Mr. Robert Smith, 
on whom his friend the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer induced his majesty, nine years later, to con¬ 
fer a British peerage, absented himself on that 
evening. To the members who followed the 
head of the administration, we must add four 
who were devotedly attached to Hastings. Major 
Scott was his agent; Mr. Sumner and Mr. Suli- 
van, his two sureties at the bar of the house of 
lords. Finally, Barwell, who, while a member 
of the supreme council, had invariably taken part 
with the governor-general in all his disputes with 
Clavering, Mon son, and Francis. Barwell had 
besides, during his residence at Calcutta, formed an 
intimate connexion with Impey. A prosecution 
having been instituted by the East India Company 
against the former for specific acts of peculation, 
which suit was tried before the latter, Barwell was 
cast in the action. Yet, while sitting on the 
bench, the chief justice, though engaged in the 
exercise of his solemn judicial functions, did not 
hesitate to declare that he had accepted the office 
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of trustee for Mr. Barwell, and of guardian to 
his children. This fact, which Colonel Fullarton 
asserted in the course of his speech, and which re¬ 
mained uncontradicted, sufficiently accounted for 
the vote given by Barwell. If, after deducting 
the personal friends of Pitt and of Hastings, we 
calculate Impey’s majority, we shall find it re¬ 
duced almost to a nullity. His person and for¬ 
tune were, however, secured by it. His official 
character, in my opinion, suffered shipwreck. 

12 th —18/A May .—Since the commencement of 
Hastings’s impeachment, no account had hitherto 
been delivered to parliament, specifying the mode 
in which the sums of money were expended 
which had been advanced by the exchequer to the 
managers of the prosecution, although these issues 
already amounted to several thousand pounds. 
A motion being unexpectedly made from the mi¬ 
nisterial side of the house, demanding that “ the 
account should be laid on the table,” Pitt express¬ 
ed not only his assent to the proposition itself; 
but added, that the lords of the treasury had ad¬ 
dressed a letter on the subject to the managers, 
making the necessary enquiries. “ As, however,” 
continued he, “the answer received gives little 
hope of deriving from them the information re¬ 
quired, I am happy that means have been adopted 
for compelling its production.” Fox, with great 
temper, replied, that the managers were undoubt¬ 
edly responsible to parliament for the propriety of 
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the services ordered; though not for the disburse¬ 
ment of the money, which lay with the solicitors 
employed on the prosecution ; over whom it was 
the duty of the lords of the treasury to exercise 
due vigilance But Burke, who, as chairman, had 
written the answer alluded to by Pitt, after ob¬ 
serving that he should make no objection to the 
motion, subjoined, that “the suggestion made by 
the chancellor of the exchequer, as applying to 
the letter which he had written by order of the 
committee of managers, was not true." Pitt, thus 
contradicted on a point of fact, rose a second 
time ; and after remarking the decency and pro¬ 
priety of Fox’s reply, “The other gentleman,” 
said he, “ perhaps from being accustomed to use 
an extraordinary license of speech elsewhere, for¬ 
gets the place in which he now is, and seems desi¬ 
rous of introducing the practice within these walls. 
No impropriety committed by him, and which dis¬ 
graces himself, shall however prevent me from 
doing my duty, as well as saying whatever may 
be dictated by a sense of that duty.” He then 
formally repeated his preceding assertion. Irri¬ 
tated by this reprimand, Burke inveighed with 
much asperity against the minister. Finding 
nevertheless the sense of the house decidedly ad¬ 
verse to him, he on the same night presented the 
accounts. They contained no particulars of the 
expenditure; briefly stating that a sum exceed¬ 
ing 8,000/. had been already issued by the trea- 
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sury. About 3,800/. of it was laid out in erecting, 
or in furnishing, the court; while more than 
4,000/. passed into the hands of the gentlemen of 
the long robe, retained for aiding the impeach¬ 
ment. 

Another occurrence of a most interesting na¬ 
ture, took place on the same evening. Wilber- 
force (a name which will always be pronounced 
with veneration) was at that time one of the 
representatives for the county of York. Impelled 
by the active benevolence of his character, he had, 
after mature reflection, digested a plan for the re¬ 
gulation, if not for the suppression, of the negro 
trade. As early as the commencement of the 
session, he had even given notice of his in¬ 
tention to bring the subject before the house; 
which he would personally have carried into 
effect, if he had not been prevented by illness. 
Pitt, with whom he had contracted an early 
friendship, which years had cemented, under 
took therefore to supply his place. Having 
briefly stated that the African trade had long en¬ 
gaged the public attention, Pitt observed that two 
opinions respecting it seemed to divide the na¬ 
tion ; all agreeing in the necessity of taking some 
steps, but not coinciding as to their precise extent; 
the complete abolition being demanded by a vast 
majority, while others conceived that it might 
still be permitted to exist under certain limita¬ 
tions. But, on account of the advanced period 
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of the session, he thought it judicious to defer all 
further proceedings till the ensuing year; when, 
if his friend should not be sufficiently recovered 
to undertake the task, he pledged himself to sub¬ 
mit a proposition for their consideration. He 
concluded by a motion to that effect. Throughout 
his whole speech, Pitt took care, however, not 
even to glance at his own opinions upon the 
question, reserving all explanation respecting it 
for future deliberations. 

Fox instantly stood up, and in language of 
force, yet not intemperate, declared his surprize, 
as well as his sorrow, at finding that it was in¬ 
tended to postpone to another session the con¬ 
sideration of so important a subject. Pitt never¬ 
theless persisting to declare that he would make 
no disclosure of his individual intentions, until 
the whole matter should be agitated on a future 
day, Burke reiterated Fox’s arguments in more 
vehement terms. Martin,—who, like Aristides, 
never enquired whether a measure was merely 
useful, but whether it was just and humane,— 
briefly expressed his hopes that “ no political 
benefit, no commercial expediency or advantage, 
would ever be allowed to preponderate, in oppo¬ 
sition to the eternal dictates of moral rectitude.” 
Sir William Dolben, one of the representatives for 
the University of Oxford, declared his instruc¬ 
tions from that respectable body to be most ad¬ 
verse to a continuation of the commerce in slaves. 
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With much emotion, he pointed out the misery 
endured by the human victims crowded into ves¬ 
sels, on board which they were transported to the 
West India colonies, as calling loudly for immediate 
interposition. “ Between the present session,” add¬ 
ed he, “ and the commencement of the next, ten 
thousand lives may be sacrificed to our criminal 
delay.” Mr. Pelham, then member for the coun¬ 
ty of Sussex, rising in his turn, avowed not only 
his detestation of the traffic in question, but his 
intention, if supported by the house, to bring for¬ 
ward, before the approaching prorogation, a mea¬ 
sure for its general regulation. In answer to so 
many appeals, Pitt replied, that though he should 
most thankfully receive every species of informa¬ 
tion which might be offered him, yet, as he could 
not consider the question itself to be ripe for dis¬ 
cussion, he should persist in his original motion. 

Two, and only two, individuals, ventured to 
speak in extenuation, if not in justification, of 
the African trade. They jointly represented the 
town of Liverpool, and loudly called for an im¬ 
mediate investigation, as the sole mode of ex¬ 
posing the calumnies circulated respecting the 
merchants, as well as the planters, engaged in 
that unpopular branch of commerce. The first. 
Lord Penrhyn, had been raised to the dignity 
of the Irish peerage by Fox, in the autumn of 
the year 1783; when the king, though he posi¬ 
tively refused to augment the British house of 



88 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1788. 

lords, consented to add eight or nine to the peers 
of the sister kingdom. I may here remark, that 
in thus acting, his majesty, or his secret advisers, 
displayed much foresight; for on the first divi¬ 
sion to which the memorable “ East India Bill” 
gave rise in the upper house, shortly afterwards, 
the adjournment was carried against administra¬ 
tion by a majority of only eight votes. If, there¬ 
fore, Fox could have induced George the Third 
to give him a similar mark of royal favour, or 
weakness, with the proof of both exhibited by 
Anne in 1711, — when, on the Lord Treasurer 
Harley’s suggestion, she created twelve peers at 
one time, — the coalition might have rendered 
ineffectual all his efforts at emancipation. In¬ 
deed, the king appears to have foreseen that his 
only chance of escape from bondage lay, not in 
the lower house, where Fox’s presence, eloquence, 
and influence overbore all opposition, but among 
the peers. 

To return to Lord Penrhyn. He was a man 
of moderate talents, childless, but possessing very 
extensive patrimonial estates in North Wales, be¬ 
sides considerable property in the West Indies. 
His colleague, Bamber Gascoyne, (son of the lord 
of the admiralty of the same name, whom I have 
had occasion to mention more than once, towards 
the close of Lord North’s administration,) treated 
the abolition of the slave-trade as a visionary and 
impracticable project; but admitted that some 
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regulations might be beneficially adopted. Lord 
Penrhyn flatly contradicted Sir William Dolben’s 
assertions respecting the severities inflicted, and 
the mortality produced, among the Africans, on 
their passage across the Atlantic Ocean: observ¬ 
ing, that “ the argument proved too much, as the 
whole profit made by the commanders of the ves¬ 
sels employed in that branch of commerce arose 
from the number of negroes whom they could 
bring to the market in good health.” Pitt’s reso¬ 
lution, for “ postponing the further consideration 
of the subject till the ensuing session,” was finally 
carried without any division. 

20 th May.^-1 have already related, that in con¬ 
sequence of the motion made for that purpose, Burke 
had laid on the table of the house, though not with¬ 
out marks of indignant reluctance, a statement of 
the expenses already incurred by the prosecution of 
Hastings. But it was couched in terms so gene¬ 
ral and laconic, as to give no satisfactory informa¬ 
tion. A second motion therefore followed from 
the same quarter, for an account, “ specifying to 
whom, and for what purpose, the respective sums 
had been issued.” Sheridan, after observing that 
the obvious intention of the mover was to dis¬ 
gust the public with the trial, as a source of enor¬ 
mous expence, diverged, with his usual felicity, 
into the path of humour. “ Unquestionably,” 
continued he, “ the house may, if they think fit, 
resolve that no counsel shall be henceforward 
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allowed the managers. In such case, it will he 
necessary to move that the attorney and solicitor- 
general, with the master of the rolls, be added to 
our present committee. Or, the house may come 
to a resolution, compelling the managers them¬ 
selves to defray the expences of counsel. If so, I 
hope they will have the goodness to join to the 
committee Sir Sampson Gideon, and some others 
of the wealthiest individuals composing this as¬ 
sembly.” Sir Sampson, who then represented the 
city of Coventry, if he was one of the richest, 
was likewise one of the most benevolent men 
who has appeared in our time. His hand was 
never shut to distress, or .closed against human 
sufferings. He might have furnished the pro¬ 
totype of Cumberland’s “Jew.” Pitt, not long 
afterwards, raised him to an Irish peerage. She¬ 
ridan concluded by expressing a hope, that when 
the account should be produced, the mover would 
follow up his present motion with another; re¬ 
commending that “ the counsel employed should 
in future be better paid.” The managers never¬ 
theless being obliged to withdraw, previous to a 
division personally affecting themselves, the ques¬ 
tion was carried by sixty against nineteen votes. 

21st May .—Among the most magnificent public 
structures which have been raised under the reign of 
George the Third, in London or Westminster, may 
justly be reckoned Somerset House. I am, indeed, 
old enough perfectly to remember the antient 
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palace of that name, constructed about the middle 
of the sixteenth century, by the imprudent and 
unfortunate Lord Protector, uncle of Edward the 
Sixth. It was a beautiful and princely edifice, 
neither strictly Gothic nor Grecian in its archi¬ 
tecture; the successive residence of two queens 
dowager, during the period between the Restora¬ 
tion and the Revolution; namely, Henrietta Maria 
of France, and Catherine of Portugal: lastly, the 
pretended scene of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey’s 
murder in 1678; one of the most obscure and 
problematical events recorded in our history. 
Passionately attached as I am to the monuments 
of departed times, I beheld its demolition, which 
took place about the year 1776, with sentiments 
of no ordinary regret. The construction of the 
new edifice was entrusted to Sir William Cham¬ 
bers ; an architect who, though he may not rival 
the fame of Inigo Jones, or of Sir Christopher 
Wren, yet would have passed down to posterity 
with distinction, if in an evil hour he had not 
published his “ Dissertation on Oriental Garden¬ 
ing.” This performance exposed him not only 
to ridicule, but to poetic ridicule, illuminated by 
genius, and pointed with inconceivable elegance 
of satire. I allude to “ The Heroic Epistle,” 
which appeared about the spring of the year 
1773. The author (universally considered to be 
Mason) thus apostrophizes Sir William, at the 
commencement of the poem: 
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“ Knight of the Polar Star I by fortune plac'd, 

To shine the cynosure of British taste; 

Whose orb collects in one refulgent view, 

The scatter'd glories of Chinese virtii I” 

Chambers found, however, in the royal patronage 
ample compensation for these “ paper bullets of 
the brain.” He was made surveyor-general to 
the board of works, as well as architect to the 
king; some branches of whose education he had 
superintended, under the reign of George the 
Second. He likewise derived no inconsiderable 
pecuniary advantage from the per centage allowed 
him on the large sums expended in the erection 
of Somerset House. 

Eleven years had already elapsed since its 
commencement, during which time above three 
hundred thousand pounds had been issued to him 
from the treasury. His own estimates originally 
fell very short of that sum, and yet it was calcu¬ 
lated that one hundred thousand pounds more 
would still be wanted for its completion. So 
vast an expenditure of the public money excited 
animadversion, and the subject was repeatedly 
mentioned with much condemnation in the house 
of commons. I well recollect, during the course of 
the session under our review, the loud complaints 
made respecting it by Hussey, one of the repre¬ 
sentatives for the city of Salisbury. He was a 
man of coarse, simple, and homely manners, but 
of recognized integrity; versed in arithmetical cal- 
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dilations, however deficient in classic attain¬ 
ments : never speaking except on pecuniary 
topics, and exceedingly tenacious of the national 
purse. Somerset House, whenever mentioned, 
always excited his indignation; and on one occa¬ 
sion he exclaimed, “Would to heaven that build¬ 
ing were burnt to the ground!” Observing 
Dundas opposite to him, seated on the treasury 
bench; and who, as treasurer of the navy, was 
preparing to occupy the apartments officially 
assigned to him in the quadrangle; Hussey added, 
smiling, “ 1 do not however wish it at present, 
as the right honourable gentleman would be en¬ 
veloped in the conflagration.” The individual 
who at this time brought the subject under par¬ 
liamentary consideration was Sir John Miller, an 
Irish baronet. His wife, who, in the early part 
of the present reign, published her “ Travels 
through Italy,” attained after her return from the 
Continent a degree of celebrity, by establishing a 
sort of blue stocking society, or della Crusca Aca¬ 
demy. The scene lay at her seat of Bath Easton 
Villa, near the city of Bath. Here she gave morn¬ 
ing entertainments, to which the company of 
both sexes repaired for the purpose of depositing 
their poetical compositions within an urn, placed 
in the pleasure-grounds. The productions were 
afterwards read aloud, and honorary prizes ad¬ 
judged or distributed by the lady of the mansion 
to the successful candidate. Sir John, after his 
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wife’s decease, brought himself into the house for 
a Cornish borough, though by no means endowed 
with parliamentary talents or eloquence. 

Having detailed all the leading facts of the 
case, and demonstrated the enormous profits which 
Sir William Chambers had already made, as well 
as those that must prospectively accrue from his 
architectural contracts. Miller moved for “ a com¬ 
mittee of enquiry into the expenditure of the 
sums voted for constructing Somerset House.” 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Drake, who, 
jointly with his father, represented the borough 
•of Agmondesham, in the county of Bucks; which 
town and its inhabitants might be considered as 
a part of their large patrimonial estates. I believe 
Mr. Drake, sen. sat in eight or nine parliaments 
uninterruptedly, always for that place. His son 
manifested great eccentricity of character and de¬ 
portment ; but his uprightness of intention, sus¬ 
tained by a very independent mind, qualified 
these singularities of manner. Pitt, who no 
doubt knew the royal wishes on the point, rising 
immediately, entered into a laboured defence of 
Chambers. He admitted, indeed, that the account 
of the sums expended by the architect ought to 
be without delay submitted to parliament; leav¬ 
ing, nevertheless, the appointment of a committee 
of enquiry for ulterior consideration. Pulteney 
fearlessly expressed his astonishment and concern 
at the resistance to Miller’s motion made by the 
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chancellor of the exchequer. Such was likewise 
apparently the sense of the house; but the ques¬ 
tion not being connected with party, none of the 
opposition members attended in their places. 
Miller had in fact addressed his discourse to 
empty benches. Pitt, though he professed the 
utmost deference for Pulteney’s opinion, yet ad¬ 
hered to his own determination. Under these 
circumstances, the mover himself expressed his 
readiness to withdraw the motion: when Mr. 
Drake starting up, protested that he never would 
consent to such a proposition. “I am,” ex¬ 
claimed he with much emotion, “ adamantine on 
the subject.” A division therefore took place, 
when ministers were supported by seventy-six 
votes. Only twenty-one sustained Sir John 
Miller. Yet the triumph of administration was 
merely a victory of numbers, and by no means 
a proof of opinion. 

24 th May. —The session began now to draw 
towards its close, and a prorogation would proba¬ 
bly have taken place before the middle of June, 
if Sir William Dolben, certain as he was of 
support from every side of the house, had not 
brought forward a measure for alleviating the 
condition and sufferings of the African slaves, 
while on their passage to the West India colo¬ 
nies. Sir William joined to the mildest manners 
a cultivated mind, and a most benevolent nature. 
The bill itself, intended solely for regulation, kept 
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wholly clear of abolition. Pitt, while he reserved 
his opinion on the general question, yet admitted 
that, as during the intervening months between 
the present and the ensuing session, the hardships 
endured by the slaves during the voyage might he 
aggravated, a sufficient parliamentary ground had 
been stated for enacting a temporary law. On that 
principle only, which might be esteemed more a 
moral and humane impulse or conviction than the 
basis of a political measure, he said it should receive 
his support. Scarcely any opposition was exhi¬ 
bited on the occasion; but, a few days afterwards, 
Lord Penrhyn peremptorily denied the cruel 
practices asserted to prevail on board the slave- 
ships ; all which stories he declared to be founded 
in calumny, ignorance, and defamation. 

28 th May .—Impediments to the bill arose, how¬ 
ever, from a variety of other quarters. Not only 
Liverpool, but London, petitioned to be heard 
against it by counsel. Sir William Dolben, in a 
manner equally temperate and convincing, stated 
its object; limited exclusively to ameliorating the 
treatment, and regulating the number, of the un- 
happy captives, during their voyage across the 
Atlantic. The cruelties perpetrated, he offered 
to prove by witnesses without number, of every 
description. Lord Penrhyn, nevertheless, still 
denying all the facts advanced; appealing to the 
prudence and the policy of the house, against 
their compassion; at the same time reclaiming 
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loudly the faith of parliament pledged to his 
constituents, for carrying on the African trade; 
concluded by declaring that the merchants of 
Liverpool were determined on contesting to the 
last its principle. Pitt observed, that no man 
could dispute the principle of a bill intended solely 
to protect from injury and outrage unfortunate 
individuals consigned to slavery. 

Fox himself, while he endeavoured to defend 
Lord Penrhyn, did not sustain with less energy 
the proposed regulations; his enlarged and gene¬ 
rous mind spurning, when engaged in the cause 
of humanity, all the little feelings of party. 
“ With regard to the principle of the present mea¬ 
sure,” observed he, “ I know too well the texture 
of my noble friend’s mental formation, not to be 
certain that he never intended to oppose its prin¬ 
ciple, in the accurate sense of that term. It is 
the truth of the facts alledged as the foundation 
of the bill, that he means to contest. But how 
can any candid mind denominate calumnies, facts 
which are stated by a member of this house, who 
expressly declares that he does not wish his asser¬ 
tions to be credited, unless they shall be confirmed 
in every particular by witnesses at your bar? I, 
for one, do assume the facts. The bill now in¬ 
troduced may prove unfit to be adopted. Still it 
ought not to be postponed to another session; 
and if upon examination it can be made appli¬ 
cable to its object, we are bound as men to adopt 
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it.” This powerful support from such a quarter 
proved at the moment irresistible. Lord Penrhyn, 
though unconvinced, yet attempting no reply, 
scarcely any further impediment to the progress 
of the bill was experienced during the course of 
that evening. 

Impey, who had been rescued, rather than ac¬ 
quitted, on the charge relative to Nundcomar, 
yet had still to encounter five other accusations, 
including a variety of heinous crimes or offences, 
asserted to have been committed in his judicial 
capacity, during his residence in Bengal. The 
second of these charges, commonly denominated 
“The Patna Cause,” had excited the condem¬ 
nation of parliament, when intelligence of it first 
reached England in the year 1779. An act of 
the legislature had even been passed, for the 
indemnification of the unfortunate individuals 
who had suffered under the sentence pronounced 
against them by Impey. Sir Gilbert Elliot now 
moved to go into its consideration, but was stop¬ 
ped in limine by the attorney-general, on the 
ground of the cause itself having been appealed 
to the privy council, before which tribunal it 
must speedily be tried and decided. This in¬ 
genious and timely legal device, by which Sir 
Elijah was again snatched from imminent danger 
of impeachment, excited Burke’s utmost indig¬ 
nation. In language the most intemperate, yet 
classic and elegant; for even in rage he could call 
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to his aid the writings of antiquity; he accused 
the East India Company of gross collusion, fraud, 
and villainy, in order to protect a man against 
whom they had originally appeared as prosecu¬ 
tors. Pitt supporting the attorney-general’s ar¬ 
gument, and making some severe personal reflec¬ 
tions on the conduct of Burke towards Impey; 
** I do not desire the right honourable gentleman,” 
exclaimed he, “ to assume the office of being my 
historian. I have suffered many harsh observa¬ 
tions from his predecessors on that bench. But I 
have suffered more from his foul and offensive 
breath, than from the aspersions of every minister 
who has gone before him.” The chancellor of 
the exchequer, though not usually forbearing, 
yet half apologized for any harsh or unguarded 
expression which might have escaped him during 
the warmth of debate; adding, “ I have not heard 
as many ministers as he has done: consequently I 
cannot remember the severe remarks which they 
may have applied to him. He has, however, suf¬ 
ficiently demonstrated his own oblivion of the 
severe observations that he has applied to other 
ministers.” The consideration of “The Patna 
Cause,” postponed for three months, was never 
again resumed. 

June .—At the commencement of June, a great 
promotion took place in the higher departments 
of the law. Lord Mansfield, who had long stopped 
the way, drew off. After presiding more than thirty 

h 2 
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years in the court of king’s bench; enfeebled 
by. bodily infirmities, though retaining all the 
vigour of his intellect; he retired at length from 
public life. His retreat would have been sooner 
accomplished, if he could have secured, the sue* 
cession to his office for Buller, one of the judges 
in that court. But Pitt refused to hear of any 
conditions. The chancellor likewise adhered 
firmly to Kenyon, whose deep knowledge of the 
laws, sustained by integrity of character, well 
qualified him for supplying the vacant seat. He 
was raised at the same time to the peerage. 
Arden became master of the rolls. In his person 
was exemplified the power of ministerial friend¬ 
ship to supply every defect, and to conduct the 
object of its predilection to the greatest dignities, 
as well as honours and employments. The last 
act of Pitt’s first administration, in the spring of 
1801, was to remove Arden from the rolls, to the, 
chief justiceship of the court of common pleas. 
Nor did his attachment stop there, Arden being 
immediately afterwards created Lord Alvanley. 
His good fortune in thus reaching the house , of 
peers is the more remarkable, as he died just 
before Pitt’s second entrance on office in 1804. 

I have designated by the name of friendship, 
the minister’s regard for Arden, because though 
he was not endowed with those great legal abili¬ 
ties which usually conduct to the eminences of 
the law, yet he manifested no want of talent, at 
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least in parliament. But to what cause except 
favouritism can we ascribe Pitt’s predilection 
towards other individuals whom it might be in¬ 
vidious to name; some of whom he successively 
placed, first at the board of admiralty, and after¬ 
wards at that of the treasury ? It would be diffi¬ 
cult for Pitt’s warmest admirers to assign any 
public motive or foundation for these selections. 
When he made a country apothecary of Seven- 
oaks, in Kent, comptroller-general of the customs, 
the cause was obvious, if not venial. He had 
obtained the hand of the minister’s niece in mar¬ 
riage. For the marquisate conferred on Lord 
Abercorn, and the rank of an earl's daughter 
given at that nobleman’s request to Miss Cecil 
Hamilton; as well as for Lord Carrington's intro¬ 
duction into the British house of peers; there 
may have been solid and weighty, though not 
apparent or ostensible reasons. Nor do I mean to 
deny, that among the long list of individuals 
whom he raised and employed, between 1784 and 
1805, the far. greater part were men of merit and 
capacity. But Pitt, disinterested, elevated, and 
superior to injustice, as he proved himself in ge¬ 
neral, was not exempt in particular instances from 
great prejudice, and as great partiality. 

To return to the legal promotions at this period; 
Macdonald succeeded to the vacant place of attor¬ 
ney-general. He has not however, like Arden, 
ever entered the house of peers. After presiding 
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nearly twenty years in the court of exchequer, 
as chief baron, Macdonald condescended in 1813 
to accept a baronetage. By the transfer of Ken¬ 
yon, Arden, and Macdonald, Scott became soli¬ 
citor-general. His rise resulted from a combi¬ 
nation of talent, labour, and character. Neither 
noble birth, nor favour, nor alliances, produced it. 
Pitt’s friendship he indeed acquired and enjoyed, 
because he earned it by great exertions. Such 
were the qualities by which Lord Eldon finally 
attained the peerage, as well as the great seal; and 
such are the qualifications by which, at this hour, 
in January 1820, he holds his high employment. 

During the months of March, April, and May, 
Hastings’s trial had advanced by slow gradations, 
impeded at every step by the examination of wit¬ 
nesses and recapitulation of evidence. But, to¬ 
wards the beginning of June, as the prorogation 
of parliament approached, Sheridan felt that the 
time was arrived for his entrance on the theatre 
of Westminster Hall, and he had already tho¬ 
roughly rehearsed his part. Never perhaps was 
public expectation raised so high as on his appear¬ 
ance ; and never, I believe, in the history of mo¬ 
dern ages, was it so completely gratified! On the 
3rd, 5th, and 6th of June,—for on the 4th, being 
the royal birth-day, the trial did not proceed,—he 
spoke during many successive hours. The audi¬ 
ence comprized almost every individual illustrious 
or respectable, which the capital could furnish, of 
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both sexes; forming a most august, imposing, 
and interesting spectacle. Probably, two-thirds 
of the English peers and peeresses, accompanied 
by their daughters, were present on the occasion. 
Even the season of the year, when the hall of 
Rufus (across the gloom of which the eye could 
scarcely penetrate in winter) was illuminated by 
the beams of a vivid sun, augmented, while it dis¬ 
played, the grandeur of the scene. Every part of 
that vast edifice was crowded to excess. 

Sheridan, accustomed to study theatrical effect 
at Drury-lane, did not neglect to observe its princi¬ 
ples, or to practise its rules, on this great national 
stage, surrounded by all the rank, beauty, and 
talent of the metropolis. In fact, the majesty of 
the tribunal was half swallowed up and forgotten 
in the contemplation of the surrounding assem¬ 
blage; among which females formed, if not the 
largest, at least the most attractive portion. To 
them, indeed, the orator did not neglect indirectly 
to address much of his discourse: more fortunate 
in that point of view than the great orators of 
antiquity, whose audience was exclusively com¬ 
posed of men. He enjoyed likewise another ad¬ 
vantage above the accusers of Strafford, Danby, 
and Oxford; whose alledged crimes (domestic 
treason, or misdemeanors committed within the 
realm,) limited the prosecutor to matters of fact, 
and admitted little scope for the imagination. 
But, in the present case, a wide field of descrip- 
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tion expanded itself along the banks of the 
Ganges and the Jumna; while the subject, which 
depictured the woes of Asiatic princesses, was in 
itself well calculated to make a deep impression 
on the other sex. Many of Sheridan’s pictures 
were likewise so highly coloured, and so magically 
wrought up, as to produce an almost electric 
shock. Perhaps, a less diffuse oration, more sub¬ 
dued in tone, more compressed in its matter, 
might have far better answered the ends of jus¬ 
tice. But, who that knew Sheridan, his mode of 
life, his habits, his character, and even his man¬ 
ner of subsistence, could believe that he was 
solely impelled by the abstract love of justice ? 
He embraced the occasion, as it allowed him to 
display his prodigious oratorical powers, while he 
sustained his party, and gratified his ardent love 
of fame. His success placed him on an eminence 
which no public man in either house of parlia¬ 
ment has attained in my time. The most ardent 
admirers of Burke, of Fox, and of Pitt, allowed 
that they had been outdone, as orators, by She¬ 
ridan. 

6th June .—At the close of the last of these three 
memorable days, when the house of commons 
met, subsequent to the adjournment of the peers 
from the trial; Mr. Burges, who had moved for 
the account specifying the mode in which the 
public money issued for Hastings’s trial had been 
expended by the managers, rose a second time. 
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He then briefly observed, that no vote or decla¬ 
ration of that assembly had ever authorized. the 
managers of Mr. Hastings’s prosecution to em¬ 
ploy counsel. Having next expressed his disbe¬ 
lief that there existed any precedent for it in our 
parliamentary history during the progress of past 
impeachments; he demanded whether peculiar 
circumstances of difficulty had arisen on the pre¬ 
sent occasion, that rendered necessary their em¬ 
ployment. Whatever legal doubts might occur, 
he said, there were to be found among the ma¬ 
nagers themselves, individuals learned in the law 
of England, competent to solve every question. 
In fact, three of them — namely, Adam, Anstru- 
ther, and Michael Angelo Taylor — had all been 
bred and called to the bar. With respect to the 
expence of the. trial, he remarked, that though it 
had been estimated only at about eight thousand 
pounds, it already amounted to fifteen thousand, 
and would exceed eighteen thousand before the 
end. of the session. Burges concluded by mov¬ 
ing, that “the solicitors for the prosecution do 
present from time to time an account of the 
expences incurred, at the bar of the house.” 

Some moments having elapsed without any 
individual rising to second Burges’s motion, 
Burke presented himself to the Speaker’s eye, 
under great and visible agitation. “ I do not 
mean,” said he, “ either to second, or to resist, the 
present proposition; but simply to congratulate 
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the mover on his having selected this glorious 
day, after the splendid exhibition which we have 
recently witnessed, when thousands hung with 
rapture on my honourable friend’s accents, for 
examining the items of a solicitor’s bill.” Then 
diverging to the oration just pronounced in West¬ 
minster Hall, he lavished on it the highest enco¬ 
miums : encomiums unquestionably well deserv¬ 
ed. Yet when Burke, after enumerating “the 
variety of information, the beauty of diction, the 
force of expression, the astonishing diversity of 
composition, and the numberless graces which 
met in Sheridan’s speech;” — when he added, 
“ the pure sentiments of morality with which it 
abounded,” many persons found it difficult to 
resist thinking of Joseph Surface, in his own 
“ School for Scandal.” Certainly, the life and 
practice of the orator himself did not furnish 
the best commentary on that text. “Instead of 
reviving ourselves,” continued Burke, “ into a 
committee of miserable accounts, let us, like the 
Romans after Scipio’s victories, go and thank the 
gods for this day’s triumph in Westminster Hall! 
As to myself, I have been too highly strained, 
and my mind is not sufficiently relaxed, after the 
sublime repast of which I have just partaken, to 
sink my thoughts to the level of such an en¬ 
quiry.” This beautiful description of his feelings 
recalls the attempt of our first father to pourtray 
his overwhelming emotions, when Milton makes 
him say, 
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“ My earthly by his heav’nly overpower’d. 

Which it had long stood under; strain’d to the height 
In that celestial colloquy sublime. 

As with an object that excels the sense. 

Dazzled and spent, sunk down.” 

Burke, nevertheless, quickly resuming his ordi¬ 
nary mode of expressing himself when irritated, 
added, “ I disdain to notice the present subject. 
Call the solicitors to the bar, and examine them. 
Meanwhile I shall order such services as I think 
proper, till the house may command me to de¬ 
sist.” 

Fox, with much more command of temper, ad¬ 
mitted that the employment of counsel on such, a 
prosecution was, he believed, new; but subjoined 
his own opinion, that their assistance was indis¬ 
pensably necessary to its success. The chancellor 
of the exchequer, conscious how delicate was his 
position — between the care of the public purse, 
over which it was his official duty to watch, and 
the danger of exposing himself to the accusation 
of impeding the trial, — steered a middle course. 
“With respect to the number of counsel em¬ 
ployed,” observed Pitt, “ I have doubted whether 
two civilians are wanted. Nevertheless, if the 
managers declare them to be requisite; I think 
they should be retained. Respecting the general 
expence attending the impeachment; that point, 
serious as it is, must be governed by due atten¬ 
tion to the nature of the .case” Burges’s motion 
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still remained without any person to second it; 
till at length Mr. Drake, whom I have so lately 
mentioned,—and who, when impelled by his feel¬ 
ings, or by his principles, set at defiance all per¬ 
sonal considerations,—after concurring fully in the 
eulogiums bestowed on Sheridan’s eloquence, yet 
ventured to add, that he must stand up the friend 
of economy. Sir William Dolben, having first 
deprecated Burke’s resentment, proceeded a step 
further, and seconded the motion. A division 
must therefore have inevitably ensued, if Dundas 
had not prevented it by a manoeuvre. In order 
to extricate the minister his friend from a situa¬ 
tion of some embarrassment, he moved the next 
order of the day; which being acquiesced in by 
all sides, an adjournment immediately took place. 
The managers consequently remained without 
pecuniary control of any kind. 

One of the most splendid instances of parlia-. 
mentary, or, more properly to speak, of national 
sympathy and munificence, to be found in the 
history of mankind, was exhibited at this time in' 
the house of commons. That numerous body of 
men known by the denomination of “ loyalists,’’ 
who in consequence of the American war had not 
only been driven from their paternal seats, but 
had beheld their whole property confiscated, ne¬ 
cessarily looked to Great Britain for some remu-' 
neration. Though Sir George Rodney’s victory 
over De Grasse, in April 1782 , had restored our 
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naval supremacy in the West Indies, yet the cir¬ 
cumstances of depression under which Lord Shel¬ 
burne signed the general peace with France and 
America, about nine months afterwards, incapaci¬ 
tated him from exacting any conditions.in favour 
of these expatriated individuals. Neither mag¬ 
nanimity, nor pity, nor generosity, could operate 
on the minds of their Trans-Atlantic country¬ 
men ; accessible only to considerations of the most 
interested or vindictive description. It is not on 
the banks of the Delawar, or of the Hudson, that 
even in the nineteenth century we can hitherto 
look for many of the virtues that elevate and 
adorn our nature. The arts of gain, and the 
science of naval warfare, combined with a grasp¬ 
ing policy; — such seem to be, down to the pre¬ 
sent time, the characteristic features of the Wash¬ 
ington cabinet. We may hope, and even safely 
assume, that the moral current will run purer as 
it flows on; but not till another race of states¬ 
men have succeeded to the Jeffersons, the Madi¬ 
sons, and the Munros, — the servile instruments 
of Bonaparte's vengeance, or of their enmity to 
England.—To return to the “loyalists,” techni¬ 
cally so termed; parliament having referred their 
claims to commissioners for examination, Pitt 
now proposed a plan for compensating the suf r 
ferers. The aggregate amount of their losses 
considerably exceeded twp millions sterling, ex¬ 
clusive of nearly five hundred thousand pounds 
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already issued for their temporary relief. His 
intention, he said, was to liquidate from the pub¬ 
lic purse above twelve hundred thousand pounds 
of this demand; the claimants being divided into 
classes, and receiving either the whole, or a pro¬ 
portion of their claim, according to its magni¬ 
tude. Principles of the most liberal, well-ma¬ 
tured, and enlightened equity, regulated the 
sums respectively distributed to the different in¬ 
dividuals. 

The conduct observed upon this occasion by 
the chiefs of opposition, reflected on them the 
highest honour; especially if we recollect the 
acrimonious terms in which they were accus¬ 
tomed, during the course of the American war, to 
inveigh against the loyalists. Burke rising early 
in the debate, declared that he never had given a 
vote with more satisfaction. “For, though .the 
objects of the present national bounty,” added he, 
“have not a claim on us founded in absolute 
right, yet we are bound in equity and justice to 
consider their demands. It will form a new and 
a noble instance of public generosity. In vain 
would we seek for a parallel in our own history, 
after the restoration of Charles the Second, when 
only the insignificant sum of eighty thousand 
pounds was voted by this house for distribution 
among the suffering royalists.” — “I rejoice that 
America has not enjoyed the distinction which 
must have resulted to her, as a people, and as a 
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government, from compensating the unhappy 
loyalists. It would nevertheless have been a wise 
manner of setting up for themselves in the world.” 
Fox even exceeded Burke in his testimonies of 
approbation to the measure. Throughout the 
whole discussion, no difference of sentiment oc¬ 
curred between the opposite sides of the house, 
except a generous emulation to outdo each other 
in extending relief. 

Fox’s expostulations and suggestions even in¬ 
duced Pitt to yield on more than one point, and 
to augment the sum proposed to be given by 
parliament. At the head of the list stood Mr. 
Harford, natural son of Lord Baltimore; an ec¬ 
centric nobleman well known in the beginning of 
the present reign, by the criminal prosecution 
which Miss Woodcock carried on against him. 
Mr. Harford had lost a princely fortune, or rather 
revenue, bequeathed to him by his father, situate 
in the province of Maryland. The minister, con¬ 
vinced by Fox’s reasoning and calculations, which 
other members sustained, finally consented to add 
twenty thousand pounds to the seventy thousand 
originally destined for Mr. Harford. I do not 
recollect any dissentient voice, except one, name¬ 
ly, Hussey; a man most conscientious, and most 
frugal of the public resources. Even he only ex¬ 
pressed a doubt whether the claim of the “ loyal¬ 
ists” was founded in right, or was matter of mere 
grace and favour; for which hesitation Burke did 
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not scruple to censure him. Such a donative, so 
conferred, by a nation which had scarcely recover¬ 
ed the loss of her colonies, forms a glorious monu¬ 
ment in the British annals, and stands alone in 
the records of modem times. 

10/A — 17/A June .— With the compensation 
voted to the “ loyalists” might be said to termi¬ 
nate the public business of the session. Nor 
would the prorogation of parliament have been 
delayed, if the unexpected introduction of Sir 
William Dolben’s bill for regulating the African 
trade had not protracted its deliberations. Re¬ 
gardless of all considerations drawn from policy, 
or from narrow views of commercial profit; un¬ 
moved even by the remonstrances and opposition 
of some among his own colleagues in the cabinet; 
Pitt steadily extended his support to that humane 
and beneficent measure. To so elevated a line of 
ministerial conduct, posterity will not assuredly 
refuse their admiration. Every effort at procras¬ 
tination was exerted by the enemies of the bill t 
who compensated for the paucity of their num¬ 
bers by their pertinacity; the advanced season of 
the year offering them great facilities for prolong¬ 
ing or impeding the debates. In defiance of evi¬ 
dence the most incontrovertible, they persisted to 
deny the truth of the cruelties practised on the 
captives during their transportation, and the mor¬ 
tality consequent on such treatment. The facts 
nevertheless having been proved at the bar to the 



SLAVE REGULATION BILL. 


113 


conviction of every unprejudiced person, the 
chancellor of the exchequer moved that “the 
operation of the bill should be retrospective, and 
that it should commence from the tenth of the 
existing month.” We must admit that such an 
ex post facto law or principle, if applied to ordi¬ 
nary cases, would be not only contrary to good 
policy, but even subversive of justice. Neither 
could it be forgotten, that a circular letter had 
•been officially addressed by order of the treasury, 
some weeks earlier, to the principal merchants 
concerned in the African trade, assuring them of 
the determination of government not to agitate 
the question of abolition during the actual session. 
Lord Penrhyn strongly contended, that the pre¬ 
sent act would therefore be an infraction of mi¬ 
nisterial faith; and when combined with the new 
regulations proposed by Sir William Dolben, for 
limiting the number of slaves permitted to be 
put on board the vessels engaged in the trade, 
would operate virtually as an abolition. 

A statesman of a lofty mind, of stern decision, as 
well as of unbending principles of moral action,— 
and only such a statesman,—would have ventured 
after this reclamation, to take on himself person¬ 
ally the responsibility of so strong a measure. 
Every motive, drawn from considerations of a self¬ 
ish or interested nature, impelled him to postpone 
any regulation of the slave-trade, to another year. 
He well knew that the chancellor, whose intracta- 
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bility rendered him always difficult to guide, en¬ 
tertained insurmountable objections to the present 
bill. These objections Lord Thurlow was believ¬ 
ed to have infused into the king; who, from other 
causes relating individually to himself, anxiously 
anticipated the close of the session. Nor was the 
chancellor the only member of administration 
adverse to the proposition. Even among the per¬ 
sons seated near Pitt on the treasury bench, con¬ 
nected with him by friendship, and acting offi¬ 
cially under him, I know that there were enemies. 
One of them was Rose. Dundas remained silent, 
and took no part. Burke and Fox, after express¬ 
ing their warmest approbation of the principle, 
left Pitt to carry it into execution. They had in 
fact withdrawn from the house, considering the 
session as at an end. None of these impediments 
could, however, shake his resolution. Rising to¬ 
wards the close of the debate, he not only declar¬ 
ed hitnself unequivocally favourable to Dolben’s 
measure, but expressed his firm conviction that 
the regulations specified would in no degree effect 
the abolition of the trade. “ If, however,” con¬ 
tinued he, “ such should be their operation ;•— if 
this nefarious traffic cannot be prosecuted under 
the restrictions proposed; I now retract my decla¬ 
ration made on a former day, against going to the 
general question. Late as is the season of the 
year, I am confident that the house will support 
me in my efforts to rescue those unfortunate 
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Africans now about to be purchased by British 
traders, from the jaws of destruction, and from 
the iron hand of oppression.” 

This energetic declaration, which sufficiently 
proved how great a change of opinion relative to 
the African trade had been operated on his mind 
within a few weeks, terminated the discussion. 
On the division, only Jive members voted against 
Dolben’s motion, while fifty-six sustained it; and 
the bill having passed, was carried up on the fol¬ 
lowing day to the house of peers. We may con¬ 
fidently assert, that no minister who presided in 
the councils of England during the course of the 
eighteenth century, except Pitt, would have thus 
sacrificed a commercial, and consequently, a poli¬ 
tical, as well as a financial object, to a moral princi¬ 
ple. Every minor consideration gave way to the 
impulse of humanity in his bosom. Looking be¬ 
yond the exchequer, he legislated as Plato would 
have done for his ideal republic. Like Umbricius, 
he seemed to say, 

■ ■ “ tanti tibi non sit opaci 

Omnia arena Tagi, quodque in mare volvitur aurum, 

Ut somno careas.” 

That neither Mr. Pelham, nor Lord North, nor 
the Earl of Shelburne, would so have acted in 
similar circumstances, I imagine, will be easily 
conceded, even by their admirers. If any indivi¬ 
dual in our own time possessed sufficient eleva¬ 
tion of character, and disregard of consequences. 
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to have emulated the same praise, that person was 
Fox. In correct moral deportment he could not 
enter into competition with Pitt: but his natural 
benevolence, enlargement of mind, fearlessness of 
disposition, and love of glory, would have im¬ 
pelled him to adopt any measure, however bold 
or hazardous, which promised to augment the 
sum of human happiness, and to rescue his fellow- 
creatures from misery. 

. While I do justice to Pitt’s line of action, and 
eulogize it as in my opinion it deserves, I cannot 
omit to mention another individual who highly 
distinguished himself on that evening. I mean, 
Beaufoy; a person already noticed more than once 
in the course of these memoirs. He spoke at 
great length in favour of Dolben’s proposition; 
and though his eloquence might be criticized as 
rhetorical, florid, and diffuse, yet it teemed with 
information, while it displayed uncommon powers 
of description. I am persuaded that the appall¬ 
ing facts which he enumerated, relative to the 
treatment of the slaves; and in particular, re¬ 
specting the mortality that took place among 
them, during the voyage across the Atlantic to 
the West Indies; tended strongly to produce the 
decided part taken by the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer. Beaufoy, arguing from disclosures re¬ 
luctantly admitted by witnesses at the bar, or 
rather extorted from them in the progress of 
their examination, carried the calculation of deaths 
to an awful point of magnitude. 
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Among the arguments used by the supporters 
of the African trade to justify its continuance, 
they urged the utter inutility of our relinquishing 
it, as we could not prevent other nations from 
carrying it on; in particular, France. But Beaufoy 
strongly contested this assertion. “ Let the ulti¬ 
mate decision prove what it may here in Eng¬ 
land,” observed he, “its existence among the 
French cannot long be perpetuated. Already, 
not only the philosophers and men of letters in 
that country are earnest for its extinction: two 
of her most enlightened ministers, Turgot and 
Necker, have recorded their detestation of its 
cruelty and guilt.” Lord Penrhyn smiling con¬ 
temptuously, “ I perceive,” rejoined Beaufoy, 
“that the noble lord treats with levity my men¬ 
tion of literary men. Their influence must never¬ 
theless be great among a people where opinion 
maintains sovereign sway. But does he not know 
that Turgot and Necker, and they only among 
the ministers of Louis the Sixteenth, have exhort¬ 
ed" their countrymen to reclaim their antient con¬ 
stitution ? Is he ignorant that at this very hour the 
voice of Freedom has already penetrated the recesses 
of Versailles V ’ Scarcely thirteen months elapsed 
after these words were pronounced, before the 
French revolution was consummated by the cap¬ 
ture of the Bastile. 

18/A —SOth June. I have already stated that 
Dolben’s bill, in consequence of Pitt’s decided 
support, having passed with a retrospective clause 
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by a proportion of more than eleven to one, had 
been carried up to the other house. On its arrival 
there, it appeared however to be in imminent dan¬ 
ger of rejection. Few instances have occurred in 
our parliamentary history, of a more formidable 
opposition than it encountered. Nor did the obsta¬ 
cles to its progress originate, as in ordinary cases, 
with the regular opponents of government. On 
the contrary, it experienced from them a favour¬ 
able reception, while its most violent enemies were 
either members of the cabinet, or great officers of 
state, closely connected with administration. At 
their head stood the chancellor, who not only de¬ 
claimed against the measure itself as unwise, but 
treated the retrospective clause as contrary to the 
pledged faith of ministers, and a violation of their 
own engagements. Lord Sydney, one of the se¬ 
cretaries of state, whose connexion by marriage 
with the chancellor of the exchequer formed his 
best security for continuing in office a single day, 
joined Lord Thurlow. The Duke of Chandos, 
though holding the employment of lord steward, 
yet spoke and voted against the clause. Even 
Lord Hawkesbury declared it most unjust, to 
subject any ship to a legal penalty, before the 
existence of the law which enacted the penalty. 
Against so numerous and able a phalanx, the 
Duke of Richmond was left to contend almost 
alone. The remaining members of administration 
stood aloof. Lord Howe, who soon afterwards 
quitted the admiralty, took no part. The Marquis 
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of Carmarthen observed a total silence; and Lord 
Camden, I believe, never once attended in his 
place. Such was the state and aspect of the house 
of peers, when the bill made its appearance among 
them. It required all the noble pertinacity of 
Pitt’s character, supported by motives drawn from 
some of the highest and purest sources of human 
action, to withstand, and finally to surmount, so 
great a combination of talents and of influence. 

The Duke of Richmond, to whom Pitt com¬ 
mitted the task of defending the measure; and 
who performed it with zeal, if not with ability; 
admitted that if its retrospective operation was per¬ 
mitted to remain, it would become indispensable 
to insert a clause indemnifying the persons con¬ 
cerned in the trade for any losses they might 
sustain in consequence. On a subsequent day he 
tendered a clause to that effect. But Lord Ba¬ 
thurst, (who, though sinking under age and bodily 
infirmities, yet, as having formerly held the great 
seal during more than seven years, inspired re¬ 
spect when a legal question was agitated,) main¬ 
tained that no compensation which the legislature 
could propose or adopt would meet the case. 
Two members of the upper house, who had been 
elevated to the peerage by their illustrious actions, 
and the former of whom had witnessed the actual 
treatment of the Africans throughout the West 
Indies;—I mean, Lord Rodney, and Lord Heath- 
field;—denied the facts, on the assumption of 
which as certain the bill principally rested. 
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Among its most strenuous, though not disin¬ 
terested opposers, might be reckoned the Duke 
of Chandos. In right of his duchess, whose first 
husband, Mr. Elletson, had been governor of 
Jamaica, he possessed a very considerable, pro¬ 
perty in that island. Lord Hawkesbury moved, 
that instead of a retrospective operation, the bill 
should only begin to take effect from the 10th of 
June in the ensuing year, 1789. Throughout 
a speech which displayed much embarrassment. 
Lord Sydney endeavoured to reconcile his defer¬ 
ence for Pitt with his opposition to the measure. 
While in language of admiration and respect for 
the motives by which the chancellor of the .ex¬ 
chequer was actuated, he did justice to that 
minister’s elevation of mind, as well as purity of 
intention, he lamented that a subject of such 
deep importance should have been brought for¬ 
ward at so advanced a period of the session. Yet, 
he added, however much he might regret the 
circumstance, and peculiarly its retrospective effect, 
nevertheless, as the bill had been brought in, it 
should receive from him no further opposition. 

But all these measures of delicacy were spumed 
by Thurlow. Notwithstanding Pitt’s personal 
appearance on the steps of the throne, the chan¬ 
cellor, quitting the woolsack several times in the 
course of the debate, neither spared his invectives, 
nor abstained from the most contemptuous ex¬ 
pressions. The bill, he said, as it was drawn up. 
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could only be denominated nonsense; and the 
amendments proposed, if inserted, would render 
it more incapable of being carried into execution. 
With gloomy indignation, he levelled the severest 
sarcasms against the spirit of morbid or injudi¬ 
cious humanity which had originated such a 
measure at such a time. “I do not hesitate,” 
continued he, “ to declare, that if the Jive days'Jit 
of philanthropy which has just awoke, after sleep¬ 
ing for more than twenty years, had remained in 
repose during another summer, it would, in my 
opinion, have displayed more wisdom, than thus to 
take up a business piece-meal, after publicly pro¬ 
claiming that it should not be agitated at all till 
the ensuing session of parliament.” Nor did he 
fail to allude in language of strong condemnation 
to the circular letter sent by order of the treasury 
to the merchants engaged in the African trade. 
Vainly the Duke of Richmond replied, that the 
letter in question referred solely to the abolition, 
not to the regulation, of the commerce; and there¬ 
fore that no infraction of ministerial faith had 
been, or would be committed. “ The. noble 
duke,” answered Lord Thurlow, “or any other 
individual, may put whatever construction they 
think proper on the letter: I am content to un¬ 
derstand it according to the acceptation in which 
the persons take it to whom it is addressed.” 
We must admit that throughout the whole pro¬ 
ceeding Thurlow argued as a statesman; Pitt 
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acted as a moralist. Policy alone guided the 
chancellor; principle and humanity impelled the 
minister. Posterity will judge between them. 
My admiration now follows Pitt; but I will can¬ 
didly own that at the time when the events hap¬ 
pened which are here related, I strongly inclined 
to embrace an opposite opinion. 

30 th June .—New alterations took place down to 
the end of June; when the Duke of Richmond 
brought forward the clause by which all persons 
who in consequence of the operation of the bill 
might sustain pecuniary loss were entitled to 
claim compensation. Commissioners, named under 
the great seal, were appointed to take cognizance 
and to decide finally on the justice of the de¬ 
mands made by the claimants. But here again 
the chancellor interposed with numerous objec¬ 
tions. A jury, not commissioners, he maintained, 
ought to assess the quota of compensation to be 
allowed the merchants. This opinion he sup¬ 
ported with strong reasons, and no member of the 
cabinet, except the Duke of Richmond, took any 
part in the debate. After demonstrating how 
inadequate, arbitrary, and liable to error or de¬ 
ception, were the provisions of the proposed 
clause of indemnification, Thurlow added, “ The 
warmest friend of the present measure cannot feel 
more anxiety than I do, that it may not disgrace 
this house in the opinion of the country.” Lord 
Bathurst concurred in all the chancellor’s positions. 
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A division at length took place, when Pitt 
triumphed by a majority of only two votes; twelve 
peers concurring with Lord Thurlow, while four¬ 
teen divided against him. So violent a contest 
on public grounds, between two members of the 
same administration, in one of the houses of par¬ 
liament, yet not followed by the resignation of 
either, might be considered as a sort of political 
paradox. I believe it has no parallel since the 
accession of the house of Hanover. Its singu¬ 
larity is augmented when we reflect that one of 
the ministers who held in his hand the great seal, 
was by bis office the constitutional keeper of the 
king’s conscience; while the other presided both 
at the treasury and at the exchequer. Their dif¬ 
ference of opinion produced however no ostensible 
breach, though neither of them was distinguished 
by placability of disposition. Mutual convenience 
smothered their animosity, without extinguishing 
the recollection: but time matured these princi¬ 
ples of disunion into a flame, which finally drove 
the chancellor out of the cabinet. 

4 th July .—The “ Slave Regulation Bill” was 
destined to undergo fresh attacks on its return to 
the house of commons; the amendments which 
had been made by the peers compelling Dolben 
to bring in a new bill. As the very advanced 
season of the year rendered it almost impossible 
to procure attendance for the discussion of a 
measure which, whatever altercation it might 
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have produced between Lord Thurlow and Pitt, 
was not a party question, the enemies of the 
whole transaction renewed their efforts to over¬ 
turn it. They were joined by a new auxiliary in 
the person of Gamon, member for Winchester, 
whom the Duke of Chandos brought into parlia¬ 
ment ; the duchess being his sister. Delay, in¬ 
dependent either of argument or of eloquence, 
it was obvious, would of itself frustrate all the 
minister’s plans. He remained nevertheless firm, 
determined as he was to surmount by persever¬ 
ance every attempt of its opponents. No line of 
conduct less decided would have proved effectual. 
Having demonstrated that the amendments arid 
alterations introduced by the peers were obvi¬ 
ously favourable to the petitioners against the 
bill, Pitt induced the lower house to refuse hear¬ 
ing counsel. He concluded by moving to give 
bounties calculated for preserving the lives of the 
slaves during the voyage from the coast of Africa 
to the West Indies. All these suggestions meet¬ 
ing with nearly unanimous consent, the bill was a 
second time sent up to the lords, where it experi¬ 
enced no further impediment on the part of the 
chancellor. The prorogation of parliament, which 
had been so long delayed, would therefore have 
taken place immediately, if it had not been disco¬ 
vered that an informality in framing the bill pro¬ 
duced the necessity of renewing it a third time. 

8 th —11/A July .—But Pitt was not to be driven 
from his purpose by any obstacles. The greatest 
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difficulty consisted in procuring the number of 
members requisite for placing and keeping the 
Speaker in the chair, at a time when the session 
might be regarded as virtually at an end. Many 
individuals who commonly supported adminis¬ 
tration were altogether inimical to the measure; 
and the lord chancellor had, even on the treasury 
bench, more than one adherent. The enemies of 
Dolben’s proposition might easily frustrate its 
success, by merely counting the house; an imme¬ 
diate . adjournment being indispensable if there 
were not. forty members present, as soon as the 
circumstance became the subject of a motion. Even 
treasury letters could not enforce attendance.. Lord 
North, under similar embarrassments, would un¬ 
questionably have suspended the business till the 
following. session. Not so Pitt. Sir William 
Dolben having moved to read his bill a second 
time, new. petitions from Liverpool, of the same 
tenor with those antecedently presented, were 
brought up; while Mr. Gamon moved to post¬ 
pone the second reading for three months. On a 
division, thirty-jive members supported the minis¬ 
ter, one of whom was Sheridan. Only two votes 
were found to oppose the measure. The four 
tellers completed the number to forty-one; being 
one more than was absolutely necessary to legalize 
the proceeding. 

. Before the house adjourned, the bill went 
through the committee, was reported, engrossed, 
read a third time, passed, and finally carried up 



126 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1788. 

by Dolben in person to the bar of the peers. 
Lord Thurlow received it with indignant silence. 
All these steps took place on the 8th of July. 
No debate or conversation whatever arose respect¬ 
ing it in the house of lords. On the morning of 
the 11th, the bill was returned to the commons, 
and instantly sent back, in order that it might re¬ 
ceive the royal assent, which was given to it a few 
hours afterwards. Then, and not till then, Pitt 
allowed the king to prorogue the parliament. I 
have descended to these minute details, because no 
feature of Pitt’s political life places in a more con¬ 
spicuous point of view the force of his moral prin¬ 
ciples of action, and his inflexible determination to 
pursue the path which they dictated to him. The 
Slave Regulation Act, which was ultimately car¬ 
ried by thirty-five votes in a sort of rump par¬ 
liament, laid the foundation of the Slave Abolition 
Act, in the course of the following year. 

July .—The court of peers which sate in West¬ 
minster Hall on the trial of Hastings did not 
wait for the prorogation in order to suspend their 
proceedings. As early as the middle of June, 
they adjourned to the ensuing session, after hav¬ 
ing been assembled in their judicial capacity only 
thirty-five times during a space of more than 
four months. Burke, Fox, and Sheridan fur¬ 
nished the principal aliment of the prosecution. 
The last-named individual, more master of himself 
than Burke, never borne away or convulsed by 
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passion; an actor, even when he seemed to be 
most deeply agitated; — Sheridan, while he shun¬ 
ned these extremes, as carefully avoided the repe¬ 
titions in which Fox frequently indulged. The 
long intervals which elapsed between the grand 
exhibitions of oratory were filled up by the in¬ 
ferior managers; at whose head, facile priticeps, 
must be placed Grey. 

If the month of June had exhibited important 
changes in the higher offices of the law, July wit¬ 
nessed a similar alteration at the admiralty. The 
divisions of the 18th and the 29th of April, in 
the house of commons, eventually produced Lord 
Howe’s resignation; and Fitt, availing himself 
of his complete ascendancy at St. James’s, in¬ 
stantly substituted his brother. Lord Chatham, 
in the vacant office. He was then about thirty- 
two years of age. In that high, efficient, and 
arduous employment, notwithstanding his recog¬ 
nized inaptitude for executing its duties, the 
same paramount ministerial influence retained 
him considerably more than six years. It is true 
that during the far greater part of the period, the 
nation continued to enjoy peace. But, towards 
the conclusion of 1794, the augmenting calamities 
of a foreign war, which demanded corresponding 
energies in every department at home, rendered it 
necessary to supply Lord Chatham’s place with a 
person of greater application, if not superior talent. 

After the termination of the second unfortu- 
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nate campaign in the Low Countries, where the 
Duke of York commanded the British forces, his 
total want of military skill had excited such univer¬ 
sal clamour, that Pitt, however reluctant, at length 
determined to lay the matter before the king. 
He did so; and suggested, as the only means of 
allaying the national discontent, to entrust with 
the supreme command a general of more experi¬ 
ence, as well as more responsible, than a second 
son of the crown. But his majesty replied, “ Mr. 
Pitt, you mistake the matter. It is not my son, 
but your brother, who has produced the clamour 
of which you complain. It is the delay, mis¬ 
management, and want of all energy or exertion 
at the admiralty, much more than the errors or 
misfortunes of our arms on the Continent, which 
have involved my councils in disgrace.” Shortly 
after this conversation, which was long and full 
of asperity. Lord Spencer replaced the Earl of 
Chatham as first lord of the admiralty. Pitt took 
care however to provide for his brother’s comfort, 
as well as to retain his vote in the cabinet, by 
conferring on him the dignified sinecure of lord 
privy seal. 

If ever any individual drew a prize in the great 
lottery of human life, that man was the present 
Earl of Chatham. Having been brought up to 
the military profession, he went out to America 
previous to the commencement of our contest 
with the colonies; but was recalled to this country 
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by his father, who disapproved the war carried on 
for their subjugation. In 1779 he commanded 
the grenadier company in the newly-raised Rut¬ 
land regiment, crossed the Atlantic a second time, 
passed some months at St. Lucie and Barbadoes, 
and returned to Europe by Gibraltar. He told 
me that he rode post the whole way from thence 
to Madrid, on his road to England. At scarcely 
three-and-twenty, he had succeeded to an earl¬ 
dom, to a pension of four thousand pounds a year 
settled on the title, and to the estate of Burton 
Pynsent. Lord Chatham inherited likewise his 
illustrious father’s form and figure; but not his 
mind. That present of nature fell to the second 
son. There was a third, named James, whom I 
never personally knew ; and who died at the age 
of nineteen, in the West Indies, a lieutenant in 
the navy. The present earl so strongly resembles 
his father in face and person, that if he were to 
alter the house of peers, dressed after the mode of 
George the Second’s reign, and his head enveloped 
in a full-bottoined tie wig, (as we see Mr. Pitt 
designated in his portraits,) the spectators might 
fancy that the great statesman was returned once 
more upon earth. Rising above the ordinary 
height, thin, and elegant in his formation, Lord 
Chatham’s air and address announce a person of 
rank; but his manners seem to prohibit all fami¬ 
liarity, and almost to forbid approach. Yet, in 
private society, when I have happened to be 
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seated next to him at table, he unbent, and be¬ 
came pleasing, as well as communicative in con¬ 
versation. Constitutionally and habitually tad- 
turn, cold, reserved, lofty, repulsive, his silence 
served as a mantle to protect him from dose in¬ 
spection. It did more; for it inspired respect, 
as though it concealed great talents under 
that veil. Many persons, indeed, have given 
him credit for judgment and capacity; but his 
whole life proves the contrary. Two vices or 
defects, each of which might render inefficient 
the brightest intellectual endowments, even if 
they existed, have accompanied him from youth 
to age. I mean, insuperable indolence, and total 
want of economy. 

However incredible, it is nevertheless true, that 
while presiding at the admiralty board, even in 
time of war, he seldom was visible till noon. I 
might indeed say, that he rarely rose from his bed 
much before that hour. Naval officers conse¬ 
quently found it difficult, or impossible to obtain 
an audience.' After he quitted his employment, 
it became common to call him in derision, th e late 
first lord of the admiralty. Even when com¬ 
manding the British army before Flushing in 
1809, his tent could not be entered nor was the 
general to be seen before a late hour. Of the 
talents attributed to him by flattery, he has ex¬ 
hibited no proof. I believe, he never opened 
his lips in the house of peers, since he first took 
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his seat in that assembly; but between 1784 and 
1788, when his brother had him in training for 
high employment, he used most assiduously to 
attend the debates in the house of commons; 
placing himself always in the members’ gallery, 
over the treasury bench. It would have been 
fortunate for himself, as well as for his country, 
if he had never been employed in a military com¬ 
mand. He possessed, indeed, neither activity, 
experience, ardour, nor any of the qualities that 
usually produce success. It is difficult to con¬ 
ceive upon what rational principle his majesty 
selected him to command the expedition against 
Walcberen in 1809:—for he unquestionably 
owed the appointment solely to the king, though 
the subservient cabinet of that day improperly 
acquiesced in the choice. 

I saw him embark at Ramsgate, for Flanders, 
with the Earl of Rosslyn, and the Marquis of 
Huntley, All men of reflection anticipated the 
result of an enterprize conducted by such a lead¬ 
er. Bemadotte, who now sits on the throne of 
Gustavus Adolphus, of Christina, and of Charles 
the Twelfth, was enabled, by the delays and inde¬ 
cision of the English commander, to render Bona¬ 
parte an incalculable service, in saving Antwerp. 
A general of rapid and decisive movements would 
have dashed up the Schelde, before the enemy 
could be prepared to receive or to oppose him. 
Lord Chatham’s trophies were limited to the 
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capture of Flushing. If, however, he gathered 
no laurels there, I have been assured that he made 
a considerable sum of prize-money at Middelburg. 
Dalrymple’s convention of Cintra, signed in the 
preceding year, had covered him, perhaps unjust¬ 
ly, with obloquy. Similar was the effect of the 
Walcheren expedition on the Earl of Chatham. 
He will no more indeed be employed again in 
the field, than would Sir George Prevost, if he 
were alive. 

Lord Chatham’s incapacity of restraining his 
expences within any moderate limits, tended, even 
more than his want of energy or activity, to bring 
him down from the eminence on which birth and 
fortune placed him. 

12 th July .—No individual about the court, or 
in either house of parliament, felt probably more 
delight at his emancipation from the metropolis, 
and from public business, than the king. He 
had long anticipated, not without some impa¬ 
tience, the prorogation; which, contrary to gene¬ 
ral usage, in consequence of the delay occasioned 
by the “ Slave Regulation Bill,” took place on a 
Friday. A principle of humanity in the present 
instance prolonged the session. It was a differ¬ 
ent motive to which Pulteney, Earl of Bath, at¬ 
tributed the meeting of parliament on a Friday, 
when he composed his elegant and classic im¬ 
promptu on George the Second and the Countess 
of Yarmouth. During the spring of the year 
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1788, his majesty, who had nearly attained the 
age of fifty, found himself attacked by symptoms 
of indisposition, which his physicians pronounced 
to be gouty. Probably, the humour might have 
exhausted its force in the extremities, in the 
shape of gout, if his majesty had eat and drunk 
like almost any other private gentleman. But 
his natural disposition to temperance, encreased 
by a dread of becoming corpulent, and perhaps 
other apprehensions, impelled him to adopt the 
habits of an ascetic. The most simple food, taken 
in very moderate quantity, constituted his re¬ 
pasts. Yet his German origin shewed itself in 
his predileotions : — for sour crout was one of his 
favourite dishes; as Handel’s or Mozart’s music 
charmed him more than that of Pergolesi, or of 
Paesiello. His ordinary beverage at table was 
only composed of a sort of lemonade, which he 
dignified with the name of cup; though a monk 
of La Trappe might have drunk it without any 
infraction of his monastic vow. 

The king usually eat so little, and so rapidly, 
that those persons who dined with him could not 
satisfy their appetite, unless by continuing their 
meal after the sovereign had finished, which was 
contrary to the old etiquette. He was so sensible 
of this fact, and so considerate, that when he 
dined at Kew, without the queen, and only at¬ 
tended by two equerries, he always said, “ Don’t 
regard me: take your own time.” One of them, 
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an intimate friend of mine, relating to me the 
particulars of these repasts, which were very com¬ 
fortless, observed, “We know so well how soon 
the king has finished, that after we sit down at 
table not a word is uttered. All our attention is 
devoted to expedition. Yet, with the best dili¬ 
gence we can exert, before we have half dined, 
his majesty has already thrown himself back in 
his chair, and called for his cup, with which he 
concludes his meal.” Napoleon’s dinners were, if 
possible, even less convivial, and equally brief. 
He, whose hours decided the fate of nations, 
dedicated little time to the gratifications of the 
table. The late Marquis Cholmondeley, who had 
dined with him at the “ grand couvert ” in the 
Tuileries, in 1802, has frequently assured me, 
that from the moment they sate down, till the 
coffee was served, not more than forty-three or 
four minutes elapsed. They were then bowed 
out. 

The late Earl Harcourt, who became master of 
the horse to Charlotte of Mecklenburg, was a 
nobleman of high breeding, well informed, and 
of a most correct deportment, though of manners 
somewhat constrained and formal. When he had 
the honour to receive and to entertain their majes¬ 
ties at Nuneham, on their road to visit Oxford, his 
countess, who was one of the ladies of the queen’s 
bedchamber, said to him, “ My lord, recollect that 
as soon as the king lays down his knife and fork. 
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you must do the same. You cannot continue to 
eat after he has ceased.” Finding nevertheless 
that Lord Harcourt either did not, or would not, 
attend to her injunction, she was obliged to tread 
on his foot, in order to accelerate his movements. 
The queen by no means resembled her royal con¬ 
sort in this respect. No woman in the kingdom 
enjoyed herself more at table, or manifested a nicer 
taste in the article of wine. In consequence of 
his majesty’s rarely drinking even a single glass, 
and of his well-known indifference about its fla¬ 
vour or quality, he seldom had any good wine, 
though he paid for it the best price. During 
several years, the wines served at the equerries’ 
table were very indifferent. As they did not, 
however, think proper to make any complaint on 
the subject, it might so have continued without 
redress, if, by accident, the Prince of Wales, 
while on a visit at Windsor, had not chanced to 
dine with them* The instant that his royal high¬ 
ness tasted the claret, he pronounced sentence 
upon it. He did more: for he informed his 
father of the manner in which his wine-merchant 
treated him; The abuse was immediately cor¬ 
rected. 

Two other motives, besides the apprehension 
of corpulency, impelled his majesty to practise 
unremitting abstinence. The first was a secret 
consciousness (which, however, he as carefully 
concealed, as his grandmother. Queen Cairoline, 
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did her tendency to an internal rupture,) that the 
disease which menaced him could only be re¬ 
pressed by severe renunciations, and that it me¬ 
naced his head. Why else did he inflict on him¬ 
self, before he attained his thirtieth year, the loss 
of his hair? We know that shaving the head 
is one of the earliest and most indispensable ope¬ 
rations performed on persons attacked with pri¬ 
vation of intellect. He did not, we may safely 
assume, submit to it without strong reasons. It 
is with probability conjectured, that the disorder 
which seized him in the autumn of 1765, the 
nature of which was mysteriously withheld from 
the public, affected the brain. In order to sub¬ 
due that tendency, he thought no prescription 
so effectual as spare and simple diet. “Junius” 
Says, in a note annexed to his letter dated “ 3rd 
of April 1770,” that the king was so agitated, 
in consequence of the remonstrance presented to 
him by the city of London, in the month of 
March of the same year; and so irritated at his 
inability to punish the lord mayor and sheriffs for 
their presumption in approaching him with such 
a paper; as to have “ been obliged to live upon 
potatoes for three weeks, to keep off a malignant 
fever.” 

The second reason for denying himself any gra¬ 
tifications of appetite, was his great aversion to 
confinement. The king was not a studious man. 
He neither liked books, nor sedentary occupations, 



GEORGE III. 


137 


nor convivial society, nor places of public diver¬ 
sion, if we except the theatre; nor cards, till his 
augmenting defect of sight compelled him some¬ 
times to have recourse to the last-mentioned 
amusement. George the Third never enjoyed 
his existence so much as when in the open air; 
at times on foot; but generally on horseback; 
either following the hounds, which he did with 
great ardour; or at a review, where he was al¬ 
ways animated; or inspecting his farms, or visit¬ 
ing his various improvements and embellish¬ 
ments round Windsor. It was his delight to 
mount his horse before the equerry in waiting 
could possibly be aware of it; often in severe 
or unpleasant weather, which rarely deterred him; 
always at an early hour. One of his equerries 
has assured me, that when thus surprized, he 
has been compelled to follow the king down 
Windsor Hill with scarcely time to pull up his 
stockings under his boots. No place about his 
majesty’s court or person, so long as he retained 
his intellect, could indeed be less of a sinecure 
than the office of an equerry. The appointments 
were very inadequate to the fatigue and exer¬ 
tions of the post: a fact of which the king him¬ 
self was so well aware, that he used to say be had 
fewer applications for the employment of equerry 
than for any other in his donation. Returning 
late from his excursion on horseback, after a very 
short time passed in the occupation of dress, he 
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sate down, surrounded by his family, at table. 
All indulgence be deprecated and avoided, as con¬ 
ducting to certain indisposition. 

Among the noble individuals who formed the 
establishment of the king’s bedchamber in 1788, 
was the Earl of Fauconberg; sprung from an 
antient and loyal family, though an ancestor of 
his had married one of Oliver’s daughters. Being 
constitutionally subject to a violent scorbutic 
humour in his face, he frequently had recourse 
to the mineral waters of Cheltenham, then a 
small, obscure provincial town of the county of 
Glocester. Its spring, though unquestionably 
endowed with powerful and salubrious qualities, 
yet during many years had fallen into neglect. 
Lord Fauconberg finding or conceiving that he 
derived great benefit from the water, purchased 
some land in its vicinity, where he constructed 
a house of moderate dimensions, which he named 
Bays Hill Lodge, situate on a gentle eminence, 
about three hundred paces from the spring. The 
king, who usually entered into much familiar 
conversation with the lord of the bedchamber 
in waiting, before he came out to begin his levees, 
often made enquiries of Lord Fauconberg re¬ 
specting Cheltenham. His warm encomiums on 
the virtues of the mineral water, as well as on the 
beauty of the surrounding country, inspired his 
majesty with a wish to visit the place. Its pri¬ 
vacy and simplicity formed additional reoom- 
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mendations. Lord Fauconberg offered Bays Hill 
Lodge for his reception, which, though not very 
capacious, might nevertheless contain the part of 
the royal family destined to participate in the 
excursion. The physicians who were consulted 
expressing no disapprobation, the plan was finally 
settled to take place as soon as the public business 
would permit of its execution. Unfortunately, par¬ 
liament remained sitting, as we have seen, till the 
11th day of July. But such was the king’s impa¬ 
tience to begin his journey, that after proroguing 
the two houses in person, and pronouncing a speech 
from the throne at three on Friday afternoon, he 
returned to St. James’s, and drove down to Wind¬ 
sor. On the ensuing morning, before seven, their 
majesties, accompanied by the three eldest prin¬ 
cesses, had already quitted the castle on their 
way to Cheltenham. They only stopped to take 
breakfast at Lord Harcourt’s seat of Nuneham, 
and reached Bays Hill Lodge on the same after¬ 
noon at an early hour. 

12>th—&\st July .—Here his majesty found him¬ 
self, for the first time since his grandfather’s 
decease, transformed in some degree from a sove¬ 
reign into a country gentleman. No minister or 
secretary of state attended him* During near 
eight-and-twenty years of a stormy and calami¬ 
tous reign, marked with the greatest national dis¬ 
asters, though set off by some days of glory, he 
had scarcely seen any part of his dominions. The 
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Nore, Coxe Heath, Portsmouth, and Oxford, 
formed almost the extent of his travels. At 
Cheltenham, he had left a hundred miles behind 
him the 

“ Fumum et opes, strepitumque Roms.” 

His mode of living might be deemed patriarchal; 
more suited to the first ages of the world, than 
to the dissipated state of society towards the close 
of the eighteenth century. He visited the spring 
at so early an hour, that few of his subjects were 
found there to meet him. Constantly on horse¬ 
back, when the weather permitted, from eleven 
till three, he sat down at four to dinner; strolled 
out, like a citizen, with his wife and daughters, 
on the public walk soon after seven; and by 
eleven at night, every thing was as completely 
hushed at Bays Hill Lodge as in a farm-house. 

The king was not even accompanied on this ex¬ 
cursion by any of his usual attendants; neither by 
a lord of the bedchamber, nor by an equerry. The 
Earl of Courtown, an Irish nobleman, who held 
the office of treasurer of the household; himself 
a man of very moderate faculties, but of polite 
and pleasing manners; followed his majesty to 
Cheltenham, by special invitation. So did the 
Honourable Stephen Digby, vice-chamberlain to 
the queen. They usually were his companions 
when he rode; but he delighted to emancipate 
hmiself from all restraint, to walk out alone in 
the fields, and to enter into conversation with the 
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persons who accidentally fell in his way. He 
made likewise some excursions of pleasure and 
curiosity; particularly to Glocester, where, when 
visiting the cathedral, he appeared to contemplate 
with much interest the tomb of one of his unfor¬ 
tunate predecessors, on which is extended his re¬ 
cumbent figure. I mean, Edward the Second; 
who, after his inhuman murder at Berkeley 
Castle, was conveyed for interment to Glocester. 
The king, queen, and princesses drove over like¬ 
wise, on a morning visit, to the classic seat of Lord 
Bathurst, the friend of Pope, at Oakley Grove. 
But on that occasion, as on every other, the king 
invariably declined all dinners or entertainments. 
Lord Fauconberg himself could not have paid 
more assiduous attention to the Cheltenham 
spring than did George the Third. He drank 
of it indeed so profusely, and its effects on him 
were so violent, that many persons, not without 
apparently good cause, attributed his subsequent 
temporary loss of reason to the irritation pro¬ 
duced by the waters on his nervous system. 

The two representatives for the town of Wind¬ 
sor in 1788 were the Earl of Momington and 
Mr. Powney. Royal and ministerial influence 
combined had recently brought in the former, on 
the decease of Lord Montagu, son of Earl Beau¬ 
lieu ; but Powney had not so easily obtained his 
seat. He successfully undertook, at a period 
when the king, in consequence of the American 
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war, was very unpopular, to turn out Admiral 
Keppel, who then sat in the house of commons 
for Windsor. Scarcely any individual could be 
more obnoxious to the king than was that naval 
officer at the time when the general election took 
place, in September 1780; though within little 
more than eighteen months afterwards, he found 
himself compelled to create Keppel a viscount, 
and to place him at the head of the admiralty. 
It is well known, that previous to the dissolution 
of the parliament in question, George the Third 
indirectly canvassed many of the tradesmen at 
Windsor, in favour of Powney; and his influ¬ 
ence must necessarily have been great in a town 
where he so much resided. After a sharp con¬ 
test, Powney only carried the election by sixteen 
votes, though the freeholders amounted to nearly 
three hundred. So efficient a proof of loyalty* 
exhibited at such a juncture, could not fail te 
make a favourable impression; especially as Pow* 
ney was .again returned for the same borough; 
at the ensuing dissolution in 1784. The king, on 
all occasions, treated him with marks of familiari¬ 
ty and regard. His landed property, which lay 
in the immediate vicinity of Windsor, and was 
considerable, rendered him likewise an object of 
royal attention. Neither nature nor education 
had set their stamp upon him, as a fit companion 
for princes. His person, short and thick, was ig+ 
noble; his manners, unrefined and rustic; his 
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countenance, destitute of elevation or expression; 
and his mind by no means highly cultivated. 
The distinction shewn him by his sovereign pro 
cured him nevertheless a place in the “ Rolliad,” 
as the esquire of the commander-in-chief. Sir 
George Howard. 

“ Erect in person, see yon knight advance, 

With trusty squire, who bears his shield and lance; 

The Quixote Howard / royal Windsor’s pride, 

And Sancho Pan^a Powney by his side.” 

Since the decease of the Earl of Pomfret in 
1785, who was ranger of Windsor Little Park, 
the king had not filled up that office; and it was 
thought that he intended to confer it on one of 
the princesses, his daughters. But, in the last days 
of July, Powney was appointed ranger, with a 
salary of five hundred pounds per annum. His 
majesty undoubtedly designed it as a mark of his 
predilection, and as some remuneration for Pow- 
ney’s expences incurred by bringing himself into 
parliament. The king did not however mean 
that Powney should consider the post as efficient, 
or that he should exercise any control over the 
park; having previously taken it into his own 
hands as a farm, for the purpose of agricultural 
experiments and occupation. Some time sub¬ 
sequent to the appointment, his majesty, ac¬ 
companied by Colonel Manners, his equerry, on 
horseback, returning to Windsor, met Powney, 
whom he accosted, and they rode together till 
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they arrived at the entrance into the Little 
Park. Manners holding open the gate, the king 
entered first; and Powney was about to follow, 
when the colonel let the gate fall, by which un¬ 
expected circumstance, the ranger found himself 
excluded from the very park placed under his 
supervision. The king and his equerry passing 
on, he remained for a minute in silent mortifica¬ 
tion. Then turning his horse’s head, he retraced 
his steps homeward. Meeting Lord Sandwich, 
who was master of the buck hounds, Powney 
communicated the case to him; intimating at 
the same time, that he should probably ask some 
explanation from Colonel Manners, for thus shut¬ 
ting the gate in his face. ** Powney,” replied the 
earl, “I would advise you to desist from any 
such intention; first, because Manners, who has 
killed one or two highwaymen that attempted to 
rob him, is not a man likely to give you any 
satisfactory explanation of the matter; but still 
more, because he probably either had the king's 
private directions for his conduct, or guessed hi$ 
pleasure. Let the affair rest.” The ranger foL 
lowed Lord Sandwich’s advice, who himself re¬ 
lated to me the story. 

August .—The political power possessed and ex¬ 
ercised by Pitt at this time, placed him in a far 
higher point of security than any minister of the 
crown had enjoyed, not only since the accession of 
the Brunswic line, but since the revolution. In 
fact, if we except the chancellor in the cabinet, and 
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Dundas, out of the cabinet, Pitt composed himself 
the administration. His application to business, his 
renunciation of pleasure, together with his facility, 
rapidity, and activity in the conduct of affairs, 
enabled him to superintend every department. 
The formation of a sinking fund in 1786, fol¬ 
lowed in 1787 by the emancipation of Holland 
from the French influence, rendered him not 
merely popular,—he was idolized by the nation. 
At St. James’s he could dictate even when he 
did not persuade or convince. The king feared 
and respected him. George the Second enter¬ 
tained similar sentiments towards his father. 
George the Third lamented and disapproved the 
impeachment of Hastings, to which Pitt had 
plainly contributed. Even on the recent mea¬ 
sure of the “ Slave Regulation Bill,” his majesty 
would probably have taken part with his chan¬ 
cellor against the first lord of the treasury, if he 
could have followed the impulse of his own in¬ 
clination or judgment. But, on the other hand, 
the king justly appreciated Pitt’s transcendent 
parliamentary abilities, as well as his services dur¬ 
ing the long and doubtful struggle with “ the 
coalition.” Conscious that whoever presided in 
the councils of the crown, he must yield to his 
minister upon many points; so long as Pitt did 
not interfere with matters of conscience, George 
the Third felt the warmest disposition to give 
him unequivocal support. 
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In the cabinet he exercised almost uncontrolled 
authority. Bastard, by his repeated attacks on 
Lord Howe in the house of commons, which 
ultimately produced that nobleman’s resignation, 
had in fact played into Pitt’s hands, who filled 
up the vacant office by placing in it his own bro¬ 
ther. Already the minister meditated to change 
in like manner the two secretaries of state, and 
to substitute in their places his most devoted 
personal adherents. We must indeed candidly 
admit, that though in December 1783, when the 
country was in a state of convulsion, two indi¬ 
viduals more proper for those high employments 
could not probably have been found on the mo¬ 
ment, than the Marquis of Carmarthen and Lord 
Sydney; yet in August 1788, functionaries much 
more capable might replace them. In the upper 
house they were almost null. Lord Sydney had 
even ventured to speak, though not to vote, in 
opposition to the “ Slave Regulation Bill.” The 
marquis, his colleague, who presided over the 
foreign department, rather belonged to the Shel¬ 
burne school, than to that of Pitt. He was besides, 
though not a man of superior talents, yet endowed 
with a very independent mind: more so than a mi¬ 
nister of Pitt’s character might like for one of his 
associates in power. It was, however, necessary 
to wait for favourable occasions of displacing the 
two secretaries. Within ten months from the time 
of which I speak, Lord Sydney was pushed out 
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of the cabinet; not, indeed, as the Archbishop of 
Grenada dismissed Gil Bias, by the shoulders; 
but gently,—a bed of repose being previously 
prepared for him by the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer. I mean, the chief justiceship in eyre, south 
of Trent. Mr. William Grenville was imme¬ 
diately made secretary for the home department. 
Lord Carmarthen survived his colleague nearly 
two years. In June 1791, (before which period 
he had become Duke of Leeds,) he formed the 
instrument of impelling the court of Berlin to 
adopt hostile demonstrations against Catherine 
the Second, during the negotiations relative to 
Ockzakow. But when it was found necessary to 
abandon this line of foreign policy, rather than 
submit to the humiliation, he threw up his em¬ 
ployment. Pitt instantly transferred Lord Gren¬ 
ville (who had intermediately been created a 
peer) to the foreign office; while Dundas suc¬ 
ceeded to the vacant secretaryship of state. 

Among all the members of administration, the 
Duke of Richmond manifested the most implicit 
deference to Pitt’s wishes on every point, and 
seemed to be united with him by the strongest 
ties. Throughout the whole progress of Sir Wil¬ 
liam Dolben’s bill in the house of peers, the 
duke, like Abdiel, “faithful only he,” while his 
colleagues either stood aloof or opposed the mea¬ 
sure, defended it with his best exertions. The 
minister had indeed paid dearly for his grace’s 
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friendship, by adopting his plans of fortification: 
plans not only very expensive, but adverse to the 
genius of the nation, if not contrary to the spirit 
of the British constitution. Like “ the Westmin¬ 
ster scrutiny,” and “ the Irish propositions,” the 
attempt had only produced defeat, accompanied 
with some portion of condemnation. Lord Cam¬ 
den, whom Pitt had created an earl, and made 
president of the council, was, it is true, sincerely 
attached to the chancellor of the exchequer. .But 
that great lawyer had already passed the ordinary 
limits assigned to human life; and if the brightness 
of his faculties had suffered no diminution, yet 
his energies, intellectual as well as . corporeal, 
began to feel the pressure of time. The Marquis 
of Stafford, who held the privy seal, might be 
considered as the least efficient of the cabinet 
ministers; and he had been throughout a con¬ 
siderable part of his life closely united with 
Lord Thurlow by habits of convivial and social 
intimacy. 

The chancellor remained, during the recess that 
followed the prorogation, in a state of sullen 
alienation. Pepper Arden’s recent appointment 
to the place of master of the rolls, an employ¬ 
ment so closely and personally connected with 
the court of chancery, furnished fresh aliment to 
his irritated mind. He held Arden in personal 
aversion, without respecting his legal talents or 
acquirements. Nor did he fail to oppose every 
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official impediment and delay that animosity 
could suggest, to prevent its accomplishment. 
But, after a long and ineffectual struggle, Pitt’s 
pertinacity prevailed. Thurlow could not how¬ 
ever be removed from the councils of the sove¬ 
reign, like the two secretaries of state. His ta¬ 
lents and eloquence were indispensable in the 
upper house, where he formed the only adequate 
opponent to Lord Loughborough. That necessity, 
and that alone, prolonged his tenure of the great 
seal for nearly four years longer; till, in June 
1792, Pitt, wearied out with incessant and acri¬ 
monious altercations which took place between 
them, having sent Lord Grenville to fight the 
ministerial battles in that assembly, and having 
got complete possession of the cabinet, ventured 
to dismiss Lord Thurlow. The great seal was 
then put into commission for a few months, till 
Wedderburn could be prevailed on to accept it. 

The state of depression into which the opposi¬ 
tion was fallen as a party, in the summer of 1788, 
formed a striking contrast with the apparent 
stability of Pitt’s ministerial power. Yet the 
lapse of a few weeks demonstrated how slippery 
are the foundations of ambition, and had nearly 
precipitated the minister from his elevation. 
Burke, at this period, occupied as he was with 
the prosecution of Hastings, embarrassed in his 
private circumstances, sinking in years, and al¬ 
most hopeless of any amelioration of affairs, had 
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become acrimonious in his temper, and irritable 
in his manners. Sheridan, on the contrary, ac¬ 
customed from early youth to subsist by inge¬ 
nuity, placed at the head of one of the theatres, 
fertile in plans for procuring money, and not fas¬ 
tidious in the means that he employed to raise it; 
convivial in his disposition, universally sought 
after for the charms of his society, and always 
extinguishing his cares in wine; seemed, like Teu- 
cer, to exclaim, when looking round on bis com¬ 
panions in political misfortune, 

“ O fortes, pejoraque passi 
Mecum saepe viri, nunc vino pellite curas!” 

His father, Thomas Sheridan, a man of eminent 
talents, but whose whole life had been a struggle 
for bread, finished his protracted career just at 
this time. Immersed as he was in pecuniary diffi¬ 
culties, he must yet have derived no ordinary 
pride and gratification at having given birth to a 
son whose resplendent talents, collectively consi¬ 
dered, almost threw into the shade those of every 
other competitor for fame. 

Fox, after contending through five successive 
sessions against an individual whom his own im¬ 
prudence had raised to power, and whom every 
revolving year confirmed in authority; resolved 
to quit for a time the scene of his own defeat, 
and of his rival’s triumph. He had only taken a 
hasty view of Italy, when young; a country to 
which all his recollections, all his partialities, all 
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his studies, continually re-conducted him. He 
determined to visit once more the soil which had 
produced a Dante, an Ariosto, a Guicciardini, and 
so many illustrious historians, philosophers, or 
poets. Already, accompanied by Mrs. Armstead, 
whom he married about five years afterwards, he 
prepared to set out on his journey; projecting, 
as he did, to pass the ensuing winter south of 
the Apennines. His health likewise, which was 
much broken, prompted him to try the air of a 
softer climate. Before he left London, he had 
the gratification of witnessing no ordinary victory 
over administration, in the return to parliament 
of his intimate friend, Lord John Townsend, as 
member for Westminster. Pitt, when he gave 
his brother a Mentor in the person of Lord Hood, 
po doubt had anticipated the re-election of that 
gallant veteran. But he found himself greatly 
deceived in his expectations. After a violent 
contest. Lord John obtained his seat. The suc¬ 
cess was celebrated by every proof of party exult¬ 
ation, and the metropolis again exhibited scenes 
of riot nearly similar to those that disgraced 
Westminster in 1784. Unfortunately, too, the 
majority exceeding eight hundred, left no rational 
hope of restoring Lord Hood by a scrutiny. The 
very name had indeed left behind it recollections 
which could not be pleasing to the minister. 
Under these circumstances, it became necessary 
to wait for the dissolution of parliament before 
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any new attempt should be made to replace Lord 
Hood in the house of commons, as representative 
for the city of Westminster. 

His majesty, after passing above a month at 
Cheltenham, during which time he indulged in a 
more copious use of the mineral waters than pru¬ 
dence would have dictated, returned with the 
royal family to Windsor. Previous to his depar¬ 
ture, as he had visited Glocester in July, so he made 
an excursion, in August, to Worcester. Besides the 
natural desire to see a place which might rank 
among the greatest and most opulent cities of his 
dominions, he was desirous of testifying his re¬ 
gard for the venerable prelate who then occupied 
the episcopal see: — a prelate whom he would 
willingly have raised, some years earlier, to the 
metropolitan dignity of Canterbury. The king, 
with the queen and princesses, passed a night at 
the bishop’s palace. On the following day he 
held a sort of levee there; previous to which 
ceremony, at an early hour, the weather being very 
fine, he went on foot, alone, to the bridge which 
extends across the Severn. The mayor, corpora¬ 
tion, with many of the nobility and gentry of the 
surrounding country, afterwards accompanied lum 
to the Guildhall. It is unquestionable that he 
displayed on the occasion an extraordinary eleva¬ 
tion of spirits, attended with some striking pecu¬ 
liarities of deportment. Wine being brought, he 
drank one or two glasses before dinner, and ap- 
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peared deeply sensible to the testimonies exhibited 
of loyal affection. As he became totally alienated 
in mind within twelve weeks afterwards, there 
were not wanting persons who imagined that the 
first symptoms of effervesence produced by the 
Cheltenham waters on his nervous system might 
be traced at Worcester. Soon after his return to 
Windsor, the king celebrated with great splen¬ 
dour the Prince of Wales’s birthday. Among 
the sons and daughters of the crown who assisted 
at that ceremony, was Prince William Henry, 
third in order of birth. Having been destined by 
his father for the naval service, he had proceeded, 
when very young, to America and the West 
Indies, as a midshipman, under the superintend¬ 
ence of Admiral Digby. There he soon gave 
proof, not only of personal courage, but of ardour 
and capacity. No prince of England since James, 
Duke of York, (afterwards James the Second,) 
had been brought up to the sea. 

Having completed about this time his twenty- 
third year, he expressed much impatience to be 
created a peer, as his elder brother, Frederic, had 
been on attaining to the age of majority. Inde¬ 
pendent however of the Duke of York’s greater 
proximity to the throne, his majesty always felt a 
degree of predilection for his second son. He 
likewise knew or believed that the Prince of 
Wales possessed and exercised a great ascendant 
over the mind of William Henry. These motives, 
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together with a reluctance to augment the pecu¬ 
niary pressure of the royal family on the nation, 
induced the king to reject the importunate solici¬ 
tations made to him on the subject. Mortified at 
the denial, and naturally anxious to perform some 
public part upon the great political theatre of the 
world, the prince determined, if he could not 
take his seat among the peers, at least to reach the 
lower house. With that view, in the anticipation 
of an approaching dissolution of parliament, he 
took measures for procuring his return, as one of 
the members for Totness, in the county of Devon. 
Probably, such an election, if it ever had taken 
place, would have been pronounced invalid and 
null by the house of commons. But the experi¬ 
ment was not made. About nine months after the 
time of which I speak, in May 1789, George the 
Third created him Duke of Clarence; observing, 
as I have been assured, at the moment when he 
signed the patent, “ I well know that it is another 
vote added to Opposition.” I may here remark 
that though the title of York has, ever since the 
accession of the house of Tudor, been uniformly 
conferred on the second son of the sovereign, yet 
it was otherwise under the Plantagenets. Edward 
the Third made his second son, Lionel, Duke of 
Clarence; while his fourth son, Edmund, received 
the dukedom of York, —not, indeed, from the king 
his father, but from Richard the Second. Hairy 
the Fourth gave in like manner to Thomas, his 
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second son, the dukedom of Clarence. Since the 
weak, imprudent, unfortunate George, Duke of 
Clarence, next brother to Edward the Fourth, 
whom we assume to have been drowned in a butt 
of Malmsey wine, in 1478, no prince of the blood 
had been invested with the title. Charles the 
First, who had three sons, created the third, 
Henry, Duke of Glocester, not of Clarence. A 
circumstance still more singular is, that no such 
place or county as Clarence exists within the 
realm of England. I believe, antiquaries agree 
in asserting that it is from the town of Clare in 
Suffolk, or from the territory adjoining, the duke¬ 
dom derives its origin. 

September .—I set out for Paris early in Septem¬ 
ber, and did not return to England before the en¬ 
suing month. Previous to my leaving London, 
died the Duke of Manchester, after a short but 
severe indisposition. The opposition lost in him 
a steady adherent. His person and manners were 
most dignified; but neither his abilities nor his 
fortune corresponded with his figure. On the 
first day of Hastings’s trial, which took place, as 
we have seen, towards the middle of February, 
the Duke attended in Westminster Hall. Before 
he quitted that edifice, he experienced a sensation 
of a paralytic nature in one of his arms, which he 
attributed, probably with reason, to the damp, 
noxious vapour that pervaded the whole building. 
Having in the course of the summer visited 
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Brighthelmstone for the benefit of his health, he 
committed the imprudence of seating himself on 
the turf, the weather being fine, in order to enjoy 
the spectacle of a cricket-match, played on the 
Steyne. A violent fever which ensued, carried 
him off within two or three days. 

The short administration of the Archbishop of 
Sens, from whose supposed talents great expecta¬ 
tions were originally entertained, but who only ag¬ 
gravated the national calamities, was already ter¬ 
minated before I reached the French capital, and 
Necker had resumed his place in the councils of 
the crown. The effervescence which pervaded the 
public mind, the deficiency in the revenue, and 
the contending parties in the cabinet,—all por¬ 
tended some impending convulsion. A free con¬ 
stitution was demanded from every quarter of 
France. So universal and so violent was .this 
reclamation, that neither Henry the Fourth, nor 
Louis the Fourteenth could have successfully op¬ 
posed the will of the nation. But a free constitu¬ 
tion might have been conceded to the people, 
without producing disorganization or revolution. 
So well cemented was the French monarchy, and 
so deeply rooted in long prescription was the 
Capetian dynasty by a lapse of nearly eight hum 
dred years, that no sovereign of ordinary vigour 
could have been dethroned. Louis the Fifteenth, 
indolent, dissolute, and feeble as he was, would 
not have tamely resigned his throat to the knife. 
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He would have resisted at some point of the con¬ 
test. But his grandson, with the most henign 
intentions, allowed insurrection to organize itself, 
and to proceed, unopposed, through every grada¬ 
tion of enormous crime, till he fell under the 
stroke of the guillotine. 

One of the last exhibitions of royal magnifi¬ 
cence which. the French court displayed previous 
to its fall, took place a short time before my arri¬ 
val at Paris. I mean, the ceremony attending the 
presentation of Tippoo Sultan’s embassadors to 
Louis the Sixteenth. Versailles became the scene 
of this splendid spectacle; as it had been seventy- 
four years earlier, of the reception given by Louis 
the Fourteenth, a short time preceding his de¬ 
cease, to the embassadors of Siam. Tippoo, one 
of the most enterprizing, active, and warlike 
princes who has arisen in the East during the 
course of the eighteenth century ; though, as we 
must admit, one of the most imprudent; the 
Mithridates of our time; impelled by his inextin¬ 
guishable enmity to the English name and nation, 
meditated, (like the King of Pontusin antiquity,) 
to renew the struggle against his powerful oppo¬ 
nents. This object, which was never absent from 
his mind, induced , him to send an embassy to 
France, charged with presents of the most costly 
nature. Nor can it be doubted, that if the cala¬ 
mities which soon afterwards swallowed up the 
French monarchy had not intervened, we should 



158 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1788. 

have witnessed a new contest in the centre of 
Hindostan, where the armies of Louis the Six¬ 
teenth, and those of the Sultan of Mysore, would 
have acted in concert. The queen, who had not 
then completed her thirty-third year, decorated 
on the occasion with the finest diamonds of the 
crown; herself the most majestic and graceful 
princess in Europe; was present at the reception 
of the Asiatic embassadors. So were the Count 
de Provence, now Louis the Eighteenth; and his 
brother. Count d’Artois, with their consorts; ac¬ 
companied by the heroic Elizabeth of France, sister 
to the king, who perished, five years later, on the 
scaffold. Philip, Duke of Orleans, labouring at 
that time under his sovereign’s displeasure, and 
already engaged in those criminal machinations 
which burst out within twelve months, absented 
himself. Tippoo’s embassadors continued at Paris 
during some weeks, and were treated with distin¬ 
guished honours: but their master derived little 
or no benefit from a mission so expensive, which, 
under more propitious circumstances, might have 
subsequently changed the face of affairs in Asia. 

Is/—15/A October .—While the French capital 
presented every symptom of approaching commo¬ 
tion, London exhibited at the beginning of Octo> 
ber a political calm. His majesty, who appeared 
to enjoy perfect health, came up weekly from 
Windsor, and held his levees at St. James’s with 
his accustomed regularity. If in the interior of 
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his family he ever betrayed any indications of an 
eccentric or a disordered mind, these ebullitions 
were so carefully concealed as not to become 
known beyond the limits of his residence. Such 
was the tranquil aspect of this country, while the 
far greater part of the Continent had already be¬ 
come a scene of war and devastation. In the 
Netherlands, scarcely were the Flemings prevent¬ 
ed from rising in open insurrection against Joseph 
the Second: while that restless and injudicious 
prince, insensible to the dictates of prudence, pur¬ 
sued his ambitious but ruinous projects of aggran¬ 
disement on the Lower Danube. Surrendering 
his councils to the direction of Potemkin, and of 
Catherine the Second; intent only on conquests 
in Servia and Bosnia, anxious to acquire the for-* 
tress of Belgrade; directing his armies in person, 
like Frederic the Second, but wholly destitute of 
Frederic’s military talents,—Joseph had nearly 
subverted the Austrian monarchy. 

At a time when France was menaced with 
revolution, when the Low Countries hardly ac¬ 
knowledged his supremacy, and Hungary might, 
from day to day, throw off all subjection ; he per¬ 
sisted in prosecuting hostilities against the Turks. 
Never were the Austrian arms subjected to more 
humiliating, as well as sanguinary defeats, while 
contending against the Ottomans, than through¬ 
out the campaign of 1788! If the Turkish throne 
had been then filled by an active, warlike, and 
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enterprizing sultan; by a Mahomet the Second, 
a Selim the First, or a Solyman the Second; all 
Hungary and Transylvania must probably have 
passed again under the Mahometan yoke. Joseph, 
broken in health, irritated in his temper, and sunk 
in reputation, at length quitted the camp, and 
retired to Vienna. As it was said of his ancestor 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, when he regained 
the Spanish shore after his ill-timed and unfortu¬ 
nate expedition against Algiers in 1541, “ qu’il 
£toit all£ enterrer son honneur en Espagne, morte 
en Afriqueso might it with equal truth have 
been applied to Joseph, that he was gone to bury 
his honour in Austria, which had expired in Hun¬ 
gary. Happily his reign drew towards its termi¬ 
nation. 

If that prince became the victim of his Musco¬ 
vite connexion, his ally, Catherine, succeeded far 
better in her enterprizes along the shore of the 
Euxine. Potemkin, by a desperate act of fortu¬ 
nate valour, made himself master of Ockzakow. 
But previous to its capture, a most formidable 
opponent had appeared at the other extremity of 
Europe, who threatened to set limits to the em¬ 
press’s thirst of dominion. Gustavus the Third, 
to whom I allude, must be ranked, notwithstand¬ 
ing his vices, among the greatest princes who have 
reigned in Sweden. He possessed courage and 
talents, military as well as civil, which, if they 
had been seconded by his subjects and his sol- 



. GUSTAVUS III. OF SWEDEN. 


161 


diery, might have retrieved, at least in part, the 
calamities inflicted on the Swedes by Charles the 
Twelfth’s insatiate ambition. After emancipating 
the royal authority from the state of degradation 
to which it had been reduced under his two 
immediate predecessors, Gustavus undertook to 
carry war to the city of Petersburgh itself. Nor 
would the attempt, however hazardous, have 
failed, if the empress had not corrupted both 
his senate and his army, while she induced the 
Danes to invade Sweden on the side of Gotten- 
burgh. The efforts made by Gustavus under 
these circumstances excite just admiration. His 
uncle, “ the great Frederic,” scarcely exerted en¬ 
ergies more conspicuous during the memorable 
campaign of 1757. The insubordination of Gus- 
tavus’s forces in Finland, who, when within so 
short a distance of the Russian capital as to allow 
the noise of his cannon to be there heard, never¬ 
theless refused to advance, or to draw their 
swords in his cause, compelled him to return to 
Stockholm. There, new dangers and difficulties 
awaited him. The senate, profiting of. his ab¬ 
sence, had assumed all the functions of govern¬ 
ment. Count Razamowsky, Catherine’s embas¬ 
sador, dictated his mistress’s pleasure to that fac¬ 
tious, venal, and . unprincipled assembly: but 
Gustavus, by an eloquent appeal to the. burghers, 
dissipated their machinations. 

The Danish auxiliaries of Catherine had 
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meanwhile advanced almost unopposed to the 
gates of Gottenburgh. Gustavus, imitating the 
founder of the house of Vasa, descended, like 
him, into the mines of Dalecarlia, in order to 
rouse the rude inhabitants of those subterranean 
abodes to the defence of their country. Nor 
were his exertions unsuccessful in awakening 
their loyalty. They formed a body of three 
thousand men for his protection. Gustavus’s 
efforts must nevertheless still have proved tun- 
availing to rescue himself and Sweden from fo¬ 
reign enemies, unless he could preserve Gotten¬ 
burgh. In order to effect it, he was compelled 
to traverse the central provinces of his kingdom^ 
(precisely as Charles the Twelfth did those of 
Germany in 1714, on his return from Demotica 
to Stralsund,) unaccompanied, travelling by night 
as well as by day, mounted oh a common post- 
horse, liable at any moment to be intercepted 
by the Danish parties scattered over the open 
country. Already the governor of Gottenburgh 
prepared to capitulate, when the king, having 
eluded all the dangers that menaced him, entered 
the place. ' 

His unexpected presence, and avowed deter*- 
mination to perish rather than surrender, operated 
with electric effect on the inhabitants. Yet'such 
was their defenceless state, that if no foreign 
power speedily interposed, Gottenburgh could 
not have resisted beyond a few days. Unques- 
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tiormbly, under ordinary circumstances, and in 
other times, France would have come forward 
as the ally of Gustavus. During successive cen¬ 
turies, the closest political ties had subsisted be¬ 
tween the courts of Versailles and of Stockholm; 
But Louis’s domestic embarrassments, which in 
1787 'bad compelled him to remain a passive 
spectator of the British and Prussian operations 
in Holland, incapacitated him in 1788 from ex¬ 
tending assistance to the Swedish prince. France 
herself 'already approached the abyss of revolu¬ 
tion. Such was the desperate condition of Gus- 
tavus at' the commencement of October. Impri¬ 
sonment;' or flight, followed in either case pro¬ 
bably by deposition, seemed to constitute his 
only alternatives. 

In this moment of crisis, . Hugh Elliot, the Bri¬ 
tish envoy to the Danish court, well apprized of 
the indihations of his own cabinet, and sustained 
by the Prussian minister in Denmark, did not 
hesitate to pass the Sound, and to join Gustavus at 
Gottenburgh. Since the decease of Sir Thomas 
Wroughton in the preceding autumn, the Eng¬ 
lish ministers had neglected to send any diplo¬ 
matic representative to Stockholm. Fortunately, 
Elliot possessed all the energy, decision, and spirit 
demanded for the King of Sweden’s preservation: 
“ I found Gustavus,” said Elliot to me, when 
relating the fact, <( in circumstances so distress¬ 
ing, that notwithstanding his determination to 
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resist as long as possible, he nevertheless regarded 
himself as nearly dethroned. He even held a 
small vessel ready in the harbour of Gottenburgb, 
on which he intended to embark at the last ex¬ 
tremity; and his resolution was taken to retire 
to Italy. I said to him, ‘ Sire, pr&tez-moi votve 
couronne, et je vous la rendrai au bout de vingt- 
quatre heures.’ ” Gustavus did not hesitate in 
entrusting the interests of Sweden, as well as his 
own, to Elliot’s zeal and ability; who instantly 
opened a negotiation with Prince Charles of 
Hesse-Cassel, commander of the Danish forces. 
The prince royal, (now Frederic the Sixth,) then 
nearly twenty-one years of age, served under him 
as a volunteer. Prince Charles of Hesse stood 
in a very close degree of connexion with the 
Swedish sovereign, they having both married 
daughters of Frederic the Fifth, sisters of Chris¬ 
tian the Seventh, successive kings of Denmark. 
But he was not the less ardently engaged in the 
interests of Catherine, nor less decidedly hostile 
to Gustavus. It required all the efforts of the 
British minister, acting in conjunction with the 
envoy of Prussia, to effect his extrication, and to 
snatch Gottenburgh from the Danes. A -dex¬ 
trous mixture of expostulation with menace at 
length accomplished the two objects, and replaced 
Gustavus on the Swedish throne. Within little 
more than three years afterwards, he perished, 
like Henry the Fourth of France, in the midst of 
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his own capital, at a masquerade, by the hand 
of an assassin. 

While I am recounting these facts, in the first 
days of February 1820, George the Third has de¬ 
scended to the grave. Never, I believe, did any 
prince—not even Elizabeth—leave behind him a 
memory more cherished by his subjects! Confined 
as he was to his apartments at Windsor, unseen ex¬ 
cept by his medical attendants, having long ceased 
to live in a moral, and in a political sense; deprived 
of sight, as well as of intellect; and oppressed under 
the weight of old age; yet his people have clung to 
his memory with a sort of superstitious reverence; 
as if, while he still continued an inhabitant of the 
earth, his existence suspended or averted national 
calamities. This affectionate respect he owed fair 
more to his moral qualities, than to his abilities or 
mental endowments; and his long reign, if con¬ 
sidered only as a period of time, abstracted from 
the consideration of the sovereign, presents a me¬ 
lancholy picture of enormous public debt, im¬ 
mense territorial loss, and most ruinous hostili¬ 
ties. Between 1760 and 1812, when he ceased 
to reign, a period of fifty-two years, we enjoyed 
scarcely twenty-four of peace. The decease of 
every other sovereign recorded in history, labour¬ 
ing under incurable mental derangement, has al¬ 
ways been considered as a consummation equally 
happy for the individual and for the community. 
George the Third is the seventh prince whom 
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Europe has beheld during the last four centuries, 
seated on a throne, and alienated in mind. Of 
the seven, two have been females, and three, have 
reigned in our own days. Germany, France, 
Spain, Sweden, Denmark, Portugal, and Eng¬ 
land, have each, in turn, exhibited this punful 
spectacle. 

The first in order of time, Wenceslaus of Lux* 
embourg. Emperor of Germany and King of 
Bohemia, ascended the throne in 1378, before he 
had well attained to manhood; and, like Nero, at 
first gave hopes of many virtues. But they soon 
became obscured under the most scandalous and 
vicious excesses. In him, insanity was produced 
by the combination of an understanding naturally 
feeble, with furious passions and .ungovernable 
appetites, whose indulgence rendered him.frantic. 
Deposed from the imperial throne, repeatedly 
imprisoned, and degraded to the lowest point of 
wretchedness, he was nevertheless permitted to 
retain the title of king, and died in 1419, At 
Prague. 

The second instance of royal insanity was pie* 
sented nearly about the same period, in the per¬ 
son of Charles the Sixth of France.; .a prince .on 
whom, with more reason than on Louis the Fif¬ 
teenth, his subjects bestowed the epithet of “,le 
Bien-aim£.” Endowed by nature with faculties 
adequate to the weight of government, a consti¬ 
tutional tendency to mental alienation,. which 
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appears to have been inflamed by a coup de soldi, 
terminated ultimately in madness. Under so 
severe an affliction he laboured during thirty 
years; not, indeed, constantly deprived, of rea¬ 
son : for, like George the Third, he enjoyed in¬ 
tervals of sound understanding; relapsing never¬ 
theless from time to time into total incapacity. 
Charles terminated his life and reign three years 
after Wenceslaus, amidst scenes of national dis¬ 
tress, and of personal destitution, the most de¬ 
plorable. 

Jane, surnamed “ la Folle,” or the Mad, daugh¬ 
ter of Ferdinand and Isabella, sister to Catherine 
of Arragon, Henry the Eighth’s wife; herself 
the greatest princess in Europe, Queen in her 
own-right of Spain and of the Indies, who forms 
the third example; remained in a state of incur¬ 
able lunacy during near fifty years. In her, it 
resulted from original weakness of intellect, ag¬ 
gravated by the untimely death of her husband 
Philip “ le Belon whom, notwithstanding his 
indifference towards her, she floated with un¬ 
diminished fondness. Immured in the castle of 
Tordesillas on the Douro, by her son the Empe¬ 
ror Charles the Fifth, from the age of twenty- 
four to seventy-three; neglected, forgotten, sleep¬ 
ing on straw, which she sometimes wanted, though 
her apartments were hung with tapestry;—she ex¬ 
pired in 1555: an awful monument of human mi¬ 
sery, combined with the highest earthly dignities. 
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Sweden offers the fourth instance of a crowned 
head bereft of reason, in the person of Eric the 
Fourteenth, eldest son and successor of the great 
Gustavus Vasa. He probably inherited at his 
birth the intellectual malady which precipitated 
him from the throne; his mother having been 
confined on a similar account. Eric, who was 
deposed in 1568, after a reign of eight years; 
whose remaining life was passed in captivity, 
transferred from one prison to another; and over 
the precise nature of whose death a veil is drawn, 
—like those of Richard the Second, of Henry 
the Sixth, and of Edward the Fifth, in our own 
annals; — Eric, ferocious, sanguinary, and cruel, 
as he ultimately became, seems, when not under 
the dominion of frenzy, to have been mild, tract¬ 
able, and humane. 

We now arrive at the present times. Here, 
Christian the Seventh, Bang of Denmark, fur¬ 
nishes the fifth exhibition of disordered reason 
among the sovereigns of Europe. It was neither 
constitutional nor hereditary in him. Excesses, 
followed by diseases, and the imprudent use of 
remedies, wholly deprived him of understanding 
before he had well accomplished his twenty-third 
year. From 1772 down to 1808, when he ceased 
to exist, Christian remained the victim of debili¬ 
ties, mental and corporeal, the most hu m iliating 
and incurable in their nature. If I do not relate 
the particulars of his condition, it is not because I 
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am unacquainted with them, but from motives 
of delicacy and concern. 

Widely different were the causes which de¬ 
prived of intellect Maria, Queen of Portugal; a 
princess endowed with many virtues, animated 
by the best intentions towards her people, and by 
no means destitute of qualities or talents worthy 
a throne. Superstition, combining with a me¬ 
lancholy temperament, overturned her mind. She 
forms the sixth in this list. Dr. Willis, who was 
principally instrumental in restoring George the 
Third to health, and who soon afterwards visited 
Portugal, in the expectation that he might effect 
a similar recovery in the queen, found her beyond 
his art. Sir Sydney Smith nevertheless assured 
me, that soon after she embarked on board his 
ship in the Tagus, towards the close of 1807, 
when she was seventy-three years old, she per¬ 
fectly recovered her reason during about twenty- 
four hours; at the end of which time she relapsed 
into her former disordered state. It is an extra¬ 
ordinary fact, that the two last-mentioned sove¬ 
reigns should both have been driven out of their 
respective capitals about the same time: one, by 
the English; the other, by the French. Chris¬ 
tian was conveyed into Holstein, previous to the 
siege of Copenhagen. Maria, expelled from Lis¬ 
bon, crossed the equinoctial line, and found an 
asylum in the. southern hemisphere. 

George -the Third, who closes this procession of 
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kings and queens “ beheld in dim eclipse,” is justly 
embalmed in the affection of his subjects. Yet his 
reign may with truth be divided into two por¬ 
tions : the first, comprizing about twentyrtwp 
years, from 1760 down to 1782, during which he 
enjoyed.little or no popularity; the last, of seven- 
and-thirty years, throughout the whole of which 
period, though the greater part of it was passed 
in war, his virtues have obtained for him a higher 
place in our esteem than any prince has occupied 
since the Norman Conquest. Elizabeth, and Wil¬ 
liam the Third, were sovereigns of much greater 
talents; so were Henry the Second, and Edward 
the Third: but beneath him, considered in a mo¬ 
ral point of view. . ,i.; 

I resume the subject of Gustavus the Third. 
He unquestionably bore a strong resemblance in 
the formation and features of his character to his 
maternal unde, “ the great Frederic too dose a 
similarity, indeed, on various points.- Conversing 
with Elliot, in March 1791,1 asked him his sen¬ 
timents respecting Gustavus, and his two bro¬ 
thers, the Dukes of Sudermania and of East 
Gothland. "The king,” replied he, " possesses 
great talents, capadty, and resolution; but his 
moral principles are most relaxed, and he indulges 
in scandalous irregularities of conduct. He is 
besides a comedian, capable of practising every 
species of artifice or delusion in order to serve 
his purposes. When his mother, the queen dow- 
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ager, a princess of very strong mind, lay expiring 
at Stockholm, in July 1782, he waited on her, 
embraced her, wept over her, and affected the 
most acute distress. She was not, however, the 
dupe of his pretended sorrow. No sooner had he 
quitted her bedside, than the dying queen called for 
pen and ink. She then wrote these, or nearly these 
words, addressed to her brother, Prince Henry of 
Prussia: — * Les marques d’aitendrissement et de 
douleur que le roi vient de marquer pour ma 
mort prochaine, ne sont que des grimaces. H me 
croit h l’agonie. J’6cris ces lignes d’une main 
mourante, et je les signe de ma main. Louise- 
Ulrique.’—Prince Henry retains the note in his 
possession at this time. The Duke of Suder- 
mania, next brother of Gustavus, has displayed 
eminent courage, energy, and activity, during the 
late sanguinary war with Russia, when he com¬ 
manded the Swedish fleet at the memorable naval 
action in the Gulf of Finland. I cannot speak in 
the same terms of Frederic, youngest of the three 
brothers, Duke of East Gothland. He possesses 
no capacity; and during the perilous crisis in 
1788, he remained wholly inactive, with his mis¬ 
tress, at Stockholm.” One of Napoleon’s lieute¬ 
nants now occupies the Swedish throne, to which 
he has united Norway: while the weak and un¬ 
fortunate Gustavus the Fourth wanders in exile 
over Europe. 

Elliot himself well merits a place in these me- 
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moirs, as one of the most eccentric, high-spirited, 
and distinguished members of the corps diplo¬ 
matique, during thirty years of my time. His 
father, Sir Gilbert, placed him in the army at a 
very early period of life; but as profound peace 
then prevailed, he quitted the service, and, im¬ 
pelled by a martial disposition, made a campaign 
in 1773, under. Romanzow, against the Turks. 
On his return, Sir Gilbert’s interest procured him 
the appointment of envoy at Munich; and he was 
soon afterwards removed in the same capacity to 
Berlin. There I found him in the autumn of the 
year 1777. While I was in that capital, the 
American insurgents, who were then engaged in 
endeavours to procure the co-operation, not only 
of France, but of other European powers, sent 
an agent, named Sayre, to the court of Prussia. 
Elliot having received information that this man 
was in possession of the treaty recently signed 
between America and the ministers of Louis the 
Sixteenth, determined to obtain it at all hazards. 
Availing himself of Sayre’s absence, who. had 
gone by permission for one night to Potzdam, he 
caused the bureau to be broken open in which 
the treaty was deposited. It was instantly copied 
and transmitted by him to Lord North.. The 
servant who had performed the act, (which, we 
must own, was. not to be justified by the ordinary 
rules of diplomatic usage,) Elliot immediately 
mounted, on a fine English hunter, and in less 
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than eight hours he reached the territory of Meck¬ 
lenburg Strelitz. I have been assured that Lord 
North received the first authentic proof of the 
alliance contracted between France and America, 
not from Lord Stormont, then our ambassador 
at Paris, but through the copy thus obtained 
from Sayre’s bureau. 

That agent, on his return from Potzdam, dis¬ 
covering the violence which had been used, and 
its object, made loud complaints to the ministers 
Hertzberg and Finckenstein, who presided in the 
cabinet of Frederic the Second. He subsequently 
laid the matter before the king himself, de¬ 
manding reparation for such an infraction of the 
laws, as well as for the insult offered to himself 
in his public character. Frederic, who during 
" the war of seven years,” and even antecedent to 
its commencement, had considered every mode of 
obtaining intelligence as justifiable; and who had 
practised arts, or committed acts, particularly in 
Saxony, the most contrary to every principle of 
honour or of morals, for his own protection and 
defence; affected nevertheless great indignation 
at the conduct of Elliot. He beheld England 
engaged in a ruinous contest with her colonies, 
on the point of being attacked by France, dis¬ 
united at home, and her councils destitute of 
vigour; or, at least, of success. Under these cir¬ 
cumstances he manifested much displeasure, and 
was with difficulty restrained from ordering our 
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envoy to quit'the Prussian territories, or redu¬ 
cing him to the necessity of demanding his own 
recall. Not long afterwards, early in 1778, a 
French officer, who was then at Berlin, being in 
company with Elliot, subsequent to the departure 
of D’Estaign’s squadron from Toulon for North 
America, put various questions to him respecting 
its supposed destination. The British minister 
endeavoured by his answers to liberate himself 
from such importunity; but the other persisting; 
at length observed to him, " Voiht au moins un 
fier soufflet qUe la France vient de donner & 
l’Angleterre.” This insult exceeded Elliot’s pa¬ 
tience to support. “Et le voihl,” replied he, “ce 
m£me soufflet que l’Angleterre rend k la France de 
ma main;” at the same moment applying to the 
Frenchman’s ear a blow as severe as he could 
indict. The fact happened as I relate it, but I 
have forgotten how the affair terminated. 

' Elliot nourished all the AntigaUicaii antipathies 
of a thorough home-bred Englishman, though his 
whole life had been passed on the Continent among 
foreigners. Being at the “ Comedie Fran^aise,” 
at Paris, during the representation of “ La Ba- 
taille d’Ivry,” a dramatic piece in which Henry 
the Fourth, after gaining the victory, with a View 
to stop the effusion of blood, exclaims, “ Epargnez 
mes sujets! sauvez les Fra^ais!” Elliot, Who was 
seated in the ** amphitheatre,” rose, and elevating 
his voice, cried out, “Ne vouS mettez pas en 
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peine! ils se sauveront bien eux-m6mes!” His 
character fitted him more for the camp than for 
the cabinet. He married, while at Berlin, a 
Prussian lady of distinguished family; but it 
proved a very unhappy connexion, terminating 
in a duel and a divorce. After passing more 
than twenty years among the Northern courts, 
Pitt sent him as envoy to Naples; towards the 
close of the last century. In 1808, when Bona¬ 
parte’s power might be said to overshadow the 
whole Continent, and when the English corps 
diplomatique was almost expelled from every 
foreign capital by his overwhelming interference, 
Elliot accepted the post of governor of the Lee¬ 
ward Islands: less however from choice, than from 
necessity. “If I had,” said he to a friend, “not 
otinm cum dignitate, but, otium with a potatoe, 

I would not cross the Atlantic.” Fortune held 
however in reserve for him a much longer voyage. 
The Earl of Buckinghamshire, who had married 
Elliofs niece, one of Lord Auckland’s daughters, 
and who was then president of the East India 
Board, conferred on him the government of Ma¬ 
dras; Returning from Antigua in 1814, he em¬ 
barked for Fort St. George; and is now about to 
revisit his native country, after a career of near 
fifty years passed in public employments, through¬ 
out almost every part of the globe. 

15 th —Slit October. —Towards the middle 
October, while the king resided at Windsor, hitv 
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health first underwent a change, the earliest proof 
of which was his postponement of the accustomed 
weekly levee; but no suspicion existed in the 
public mind of the nature or seat of his malady. 
On Friday the 24th of the month, he however 
again repaired to St. James’s, and held a levee. 
That he laboured nevertheless at the time under 
a degree of mental alienation, became afterwards 
well ascertained. It would indeed seem as if he 
was not unconscious of his impending, or actual 
insanity. Twp days earlier, on the 22nd of October, 
one of his physicians. Sir George Baker, first en¬ 
tertained a suspicion that he was not sane; and 
various singularities in his deportment were re¬ 
marked by persons who attended that levee. His 
dress exhibited still stronger proofs of. absence, 
or oblivion. The chancellor, who was present, 
having perceived the circumstance to which I 
allude, requested permission to say a few words 
to his majesty in the closet. He then informed 
the king of the fact, who instantly availed him¬ 
self of the communication. It may be confidently 
assumed, that he was not of sound mind on that 
day: but he did not the less give away one, if 
not two regiments, before he returned to Windsor. 
General Gordon, a son of the Earl of Aberdeen, 
one of the grooms of the bedchamber, kissed 
hands for the .seventh regiment of foot. I left 
London in the last week of October, on my way 
to Bath, stopping two days with Lord Walsing- 
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ham at Old Windsor. Vague reports of the 
king’s supposed indisposition pervaded the neigh¬ 
bourhood; and a review, at which he had in¬ 
tended to be present, was in consequence deferred. 
These rumours, however, excited no alarm. Indi¬ 
viduals of the highest condition, residing within a 
very short distance of Windsor Castle, who were 
accustomed frequently to see his majesty, to hunt 
with him, and to be invited to the queen’s even¬ 
ing parties, entertained not the most remote ap¬ 
prehension of the seat of the disease. — Yet it 
subsequently appeared that from the 27th of Oc¬ 
tober he never had possessed his reason; though 
the disorder did not assume the form of decided 
insanity before the commencement of November. 

Ijf-—20 th November .—But the subsequent week 
divulged the fact. On or about the 4th of No¬ 
vember, his malady became so serious that its 
nature could no longer be mistaken. One of the 
first paroxysms of his disordered intellect took 
place after dinner, at the Queen’s Lodge; where 
not only her majesty and the princesses were 
present, but likewise the Prince of Wales and 
Duke of York. On the 6th of the month, when 
all the royal physicians were summoned to attend, 
as well as the ministers and officers of state, the 
king’s condition was explained to them. The gates 
of the lodge being shut on the same night, and no 
answers returned to persons, even of the first rank, 
who called to make enquiries, it was generally 

vot. III. R 
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supposed that his majesty had either breathed 
his last, or lay expiring. Next morning the truth 
became universally understood; and as the dura¬ 
tion of so awful an attack, which suspended all 
the functions of the executive government, form¬ 
ed an object of the greatest national anxiety, 
measures were adopted for satisfying the public 
curiosity. A lord and a groom of the bed-cham¬ 
ber remained in regular waiting at St. James's 
Palace every day for the purpose. But the 
greatest object of embarrassment related to the 
proceedings of parliament; both houses standing 
prorogued to the 20th of the month, and no 
power existing in the state which could postpone 
the meeting beyond that day. Ministers, anxi¬ 
ous to procure a numerous attendance, issued cir¬ 
cular letters to their friends, stating the necessity 
of being present on the occasion. So did the 
heads of opposition. Men of all parties hurried 
up to the metropolis, in order to witness so new 
and so interesting a situation of affairs. I returned 
to London from Bath a day or two previous to 
the commencement of the session. The capital 
exhibited a scene of fermentation difficult to con¬ 
ceive or to depicture. Yet was it far exceeded 
during the last days of January 1798, on Louis 
the Sixteenth’s decapitation. 

Two singular circumstances took place early in 
November, both of them having reference to the 
5th of the month. It being the centenary of 
King William’s auspicious landing in England, 
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the day was celebrated not only in London, but 
at Edinburgh and at Dublin, with testimonies of 
extraordinary festivity. Lord Stanhope, one of 
the most ardent and enthusiastic defenders of 
civil liberty who has appeared in our time, took 
the chair at the London Tavern, where seven or 
eight hundred gentlemen assembled, under the 
denomination of “the Revolutionary Society.” 
Chi the other hand, “ the Whig Club,” in which 
society the Duke of Portland presided during 
Fox’s absence from the kingdom, met at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern; where Sheridan, in a 
speech of great power, proposed the erection of a 
column in Runnemede, a spot rendered histori¬ 
cally sacred by the signature of Magna Charta. 
This proposition, made after dinner, when the 
company was in a state of exhilaration, metwith the 
most favourable reception. A subscription being 
immediately commenced, twelve or thirteen hun¬ 
dred pounds were subscribed, and Colonel Fitz¬ 
patrick was appointed treasurer of the fund. 
Many persons nevertheless thought that the choice 
of the treasurer threw a damp on the patriotic 
sentiment exhibited:—for, though Fitzpatrick’s 
wit, gallantry, talents, and accomplishments were 
universally acknowledged, yet his aptitude for the 
office of receiving and accounting with the subscri¬ 
bers for their deposits did not excite the same con¬ 
viction. Whatever was the cause, the momentary 
enthusiasm evaporated, and Runnemede still re- 

n 2 
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mains without any column or monument to com¬ 
memorate the charter extorted by the barons from 
one of the most odious and vicious princes who 
has ever dishonoured the English throne. 

The other event was meteorological. We know, 
by the concurring testimony of many contempo¬ 
rary writers, the sudden and fortunate change 
that took place in the wind on the fifth of No¬ 
vember 1688, when the Prince of Orange arrived 
on board the Dutch fleet, off Torbay:—a change 
so propitious, that Burnet says, the lines of Clau- 
dian were applied to him, 

“ O nimium dilecte Deo, cui militat aether, 

Et conjurati veniunt ad classica ventil” 

That historian was himself a passenger in the 
fleet which conducted William to our shores, and 
has left us the most accurate account of the fact 
in question. “ On the third of November,” says 
he, “we passed between Dover and Calais, and 
before night came in sight of the Isle of Wight. 
The next day being the day in which the prince 
was both born and married, he fancied, if he could 
land that day, it would look auspicious to the 
army, and animate the soldiers. But we all, 
who considered that the day following being Gun¬ 
powder Treason Day, our landing that day might 
have a good effect on the minds of the English 
nation, were better pleased to see that we could 
land no sooner.” The pilot, miscalculating the 
force of the wind, which blew very strong at 
east, found himself, on the morning of the fifth, to 
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the* westward of Torbay and Dartmouth. All 
was consternation throughout the fleet, as they 
must have proceeded to Plymouth, where their 
favourable reception was more than doubtful. 

“ But,” continues Burnet, “ on a sudden, to all 
our wonder, it calmed a little, and then the wind 
turned into the south ; and a soft and happy gale of 
wind carried in the whole fleet, in four hours’ time, 
into Torbay. Immediately, as many landed as 
conveniently could.”—“We had no sooner got 
thus disengaged from our fleet, than a new and 
great storm blew from the west; from which, our 
fleet being covered by tbe land, could receive no 
prejudice. But the king’s fleet had got out (of 
the Thames) as the wind calmed, and, in pursuit 
of us, was come as far as the Isle of Wight, when 
this contrary wind turned upon them. They 
tried what they could to pursue us; but they 
were so shattered by some days of this storm, that 
they were forced to go into Portsmouth, and were 
no more fit for service that year.” We cannot 
wonder that William should ask of Burnet, as he 
did, “ if I would not now believe predestination ?” 
The singular fact which I have to record is, that 
precisely the same sudden change of wind hap¬ 
pened in 1788, on the same day, and nearly in the 
same manner, as in 1688. I was at Bristol Wells 
on the fifth of November, having gone there from 
Bath. The wind had blown fresh at east during 
two or three days, or in that direction. During 
tbe day it fell nearly calm, and at night flew 
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suddenly round to the westward, with violent 
rain; blowing strong from that point, where it 
continued for some time. I believe the circum¬ 
stance was commemorated, when it took place, by 
more than one of the daily newspapers or maga¬ 
zines. Though, in consequence of the adoption 
of the new style in 1752, the Centenary Revolu¬ 
tion had been advanced eleven days, and therefore 
was not complete in point of time; yet the coinci¬ 
dence of such similar facts on the same nominal 
day, at the termination of a hundred years, ex¬ 
cited considerable attention. 

20 th —30 th November .—The meeting of the two 
houses of parliament, during a crisis when the 
throne might be considered as vacant, being con¬ 
templated with the liveliest impatience and anx¬ 
iety, produced a very numerous attendance on 
the day fixed for commencing their proceedings. 
In the house of commons, as soon as the Speaker 
had taken the chair, Pitt stood up, and having 
alluded in terms of becoming concern to the 
awful and afflicting malady with which his ma¬ 
jesty was visited; a malady that wholly incapaci¬ 
tated his servants from approaching his person, 
or receiving his commands; moved an immediate 
adjournment of a fortnight. The proposition was 
adopted without a dissentient voice, or the utter¬ 
ance of a single word; each side acquiescing from 
opposite motives. The friends of the minister 
only desired to gain time, in order for ascertaining 
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whether any beneficial change might intermedi¬ 
ately take place in the king’s complaint: while 
the principal persons in the opposition, deprived of 
their leader by Fox’s absence on the Continent, 
impatiently anticipated his return. Early in the 
month of November, as soon as the nature and 
the seat of his majesty’s illness became perfectly 
ascertained, the Prince of Wales lost not a day in 
dispatching to Fox information of so interesting 
an event, urging at the same time his immediate 
presence in London. As, however, it was altoge¬ 
ther uncertain where the intelligence would reach 
him, or how soon, at that season of the year, he 
might be able to appear in his place at Westmin¬ 
ster ; his royal highness found himself necessitat¬ 
ed, till his arrival, to consult other advisers. The 
members of the “coalition” cabinet, with the 
single exception of Keppel, (who had been long 
dead,) were, it is true, all of them in existence; 
and the Duke of Portland might be again re¬ 
placed at the head of a new administration, as 
Lord John Cavendish might occupy a second 
time his former place at the exchequer. But 
Lord North laboured under the privation of sight, 
in addition to many infirmities; and though Lord 
Stormont possessed eminent talents, as well as elo¬ 
quence, yet he belonged, not to the party of Fox, 
but to the friends of Lord North. The Earl of 
Carlisle, who had held the privy seal in 1783, 
stood in a similar predicament. 
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Under these circumstances, two individuals 
assumed the principal temporary influence in the 
prince’s confidential deliberations. The first. Lord 
Loughborough, unquestionably was one of the 
most able lawyers, accomplished parliamentary 
orators, and dextrous courtiers, who flourished 
under the reign of George the Third. Yet, with 
the qualities here enumerated, he never approved 
himself a wise, judicious, or enlightened states¬ 
man. His counsels, throughout the whole period 
of the king’s malady, were, if not unconstitutional, 
at least repugnant to the general sense of parlia¬ 
ment, and of the country ; violent, imprudent, 
and injurious to the cause that he espoused. In 
1793, when he held the great seal, and sat in 
cabinet, it was universally believed that the siege 
of Dunkirk, one of the most fatal measures ever 
embraced by the allies, originated with Lord 
Loughborough. Nevertheless, his legal know¬ 
ledge, experience, and versatile talents, seemed 
eminently to qualify him for guiding the heir 
apparent, at a juncture when, if the king should 
not speedily recover, constitutional questions of 
the most novel, difficult, and important nature, 
must necessarily present themselves. 

The second individual who enjoyed the prince’s 
unlimited confidence, was Sheridan. His tran¬ 
scendent powers, so recently displayed in West¬ 
minster Hall, combining with the conviviality of 
his disposition, and partiality to the pleasures of 
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the table, were well calculated to establish him in 
his royal highness’s favour. His influence, how¬ 
ever studiously concealed it might be from the 
public eye, was not on that account the less real. 
Erskine, then attorney-general to the prince, and 
who has since held the great seal for a short 
period, occupied likewise very deservedly a high 
place in his esteem, as well as in his affection. 
The elevation of Erskine’s mind, aided by the 
attainments of his comprehensive intelligence, per¬ 
sonal, no less than professional, entitled him in¬ 
deed to be consulted at such a juncture. But his 
avocations in the courts of law left him little lei¬ 
sure for personal attendance in Pall Mall; and as 
he was not a member of the house of commons, 
whatever service he might perform in the closet, 
he could render none in parliament. 

Pitt’s situation at this period demanded not 
only the firmest mind, but the most unruffled 
temper, aided by the soundest judgment. He 
beheld the edifice of his ministerial power, appa¬ 
rently constructed on such firm foundations, me¬ 
naced with speedy, as well as total subversion. 
From the first moment that the king’s seizure was 
known to have affected the organs of reason, and 
consequently that a regency must inevitably take 
place, unless his entire recovery and resumption 
of the government should be speedy, his son and 
successor appears to have determined on an imme¬ 
diate change of administration. Nor did he make 
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any secret of his intention. Such a resolution, 
nevertheless, seemed equally contrary to prudence; 
as it was repugnant to decorum, and adverse to 
the general wishes of the country. Even if the 
king had been withdrawn from his people by 
death, Pitt’s dismission would have been consider* 
ed by a great majority of the nation as a calamity 
of no common order. But, without waiting to 
ascertain whether his father’s attack of insanity 
might prove only temporary, to begin at once by 
overturning his institutions, and dismissing his 
ministers; (or, perhaps, more properly to speak, 
his minister; for Pitt constituted, in fact, the ad* 
ministration;) — was an act which excited not 
merely political, but a degree of moral disapproba* 
tion. It will indeed readily be admitted that seven 
years earlier, in November 1781, after the sur¬ 
render of Lord Cornwallis at York-town, a differ¬ 
ent sentiment would have been felt under similar 
circumstances. A Prince of Wales who should 
then have availed himself of the power of regent 
to dismiss the unfortunate conductors of the 
American contest, would have been hailed as a 
deliverer. But the intermediate lapse of time had 
completely restored to the sovereign the affection 
of his subjects: while Pitt, by acts of noble per¬ 
sonal renunciation, by financial measures of ac¬ 
knowledged wisdom and public utility, sustained 
by councils not less judicious than energetic; had 
attained to a point of popularity scarcely surpassed 
even by his father between 1759 and 1761. 
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But Pitt had to contend with secret opponents 
in his own cabinet, not less formidable than the 
avowed adherents of the Prince of Wales. The 
first lord of the treasury and the lord chancellor 
had long ceased to feel those sentiments of mutual 
regard or cordiality which two persons occupying 
such high places in the councils of the sovereign 
might naturally be supposed to cultivate and to 
cherish for each other. Their tempers were in¬ 
deed ill suited to co-operate for a length of time, 
though necessity and ambition had united them 
against Fox. Thurlow was sullen, and often intrac¬ 
table : Pitt, imperious, inflexible, and dictatorial. 
Many causes had combined to widen the breach. 
The chancellor highly disapproved of Hastings’s 
impeachment, in which Pitt had concurred. His 
ill-humour was augmented by the obligation offi¬ 
cially imposed on him of presiding in Westmin¬ 
ster Hall during an interminable trial; compel¬ 
led to listen for successive hours to Burke’s and 
Fox’s invectives, or to Sheridan’s heart-rending 
descriptions of exaggerated, if not imaginary 
acts of tyranny; while Thurlow seemed ready to 
exclaim, 

44 Semper ego auditor tantum, numquamne reponam, 
Vexatus toties ?” 

The “ Slave B.egulation Bill,” in adopting and 
forcing which measure through the house of 
peers Lord Thurlow considered Pitt as having 
violated ministerial faith with the mercantile part 
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of the nation, added to the preceding subjects 
of irritation. Arden’s appointment to the office 
of master of the rolls gave him likewise deep 
offence. In such a frame of mind, it was natural 
for him to consider whether,' if the king’s re¬ 
covery appeared hopeless, he might not retain the 
great seal under a regency. He had sate during 
the ten preceding years in four cabinets politi¬ 
cally opposed to each other; namely, with Lord 
North, with the Marquis of Rockingham, with 
the Earl of Shelburne, and with Mr. Pitt. Why 
should he not continue to occupy the same place 
under a new order of things? The Prince of 
Wales on all occasions treated him with distin¬ 
guished consideration; and at the commencement 
of his majesty’s malady, as it became necessary to 
adopt measures for the preservation of his private 
property, the chancellor had acted in conjunction 
with the queen and his royal highness to that 
effect. So many concurring reasons or motives 
might incline him either to open a negotiation 
with Carlton House, or at least to lend a favour¬ 
able ear to any overtures made from that quarter. 

It is nevertheless probable that Lord Thurlow 
acted towards the prince with great caution, until 
appearances justified a belief of the incurable 
nature of the king’s disorder. But how little 
confidence Pitt reposed in him, became evident 
when the upper house met on the 20th of No¬ 
vember. It was not the chancellor who perform- 
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ed the principal ministerial part on that occasion, 
or who formed the channel of public business. 
After the intellectual attack under which his ma¬ 
jesty laboured had been announced from the wool- 
sack. Lord Camden, then president of the council, 
rose, and concluded a very brief speech by moving 
(as Pitt had done on the same day in the house 
of commons) that the peers should adjourn to the 
4th of December. His motion was received in 
silence, with unanimous acquiescence. Mean¬ 
while, the king’s illness having assumed, towards 
the last days of November, a character of decided 
insanity, six physicians had been called in to at¬ 
tend on him. At their head must be placed 
Warren. He was then in every sense the leader 
of the medical professors, and he merited the dis¬ 
tinction. Possessing great skill in the healing 
art, he was not less characterized by the pleasing 
amenity of his manners, and the cheerful tone 
of his conversation, which prescribed as much to 
the mind as to the body. Enjoying a most ex¬ 
tensive ‘ practice, principally among the highest 
orders of society in the metropolis, he had al¬ 
ready acquired an ample fortune. Though his 
family was numerous, yet his ambition, unlike 
that of his Esculapian brethren, disdained a ba¬ 
ronetage. Having successfully attended Lord 
North, nearly ten years earlier than the time of 
which I am now writing, throughout the course 
of a dangerous illness, that nobleman, then first 
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minister, offered to recommend him to the king 
for the dignity in question. “ My lord," answer¬ 
ed Warren, “ I do not aspire to the honour which 
you have been pleased to tender me: but if your 
lordship will place my brother on the bench of 
bishops, I shall consider it as an indelible obli¬ 
gation.” The object of his request was conceded; 
and his brother, after receiving the episcopal 
mitre of St. David’s, was subsequently promoted 
to the see of Bangor. Dr. Warren’s partialities 
decidedly leaned towards the heir-apparent, and 
his royal highness was known to regard him with 
extraordinary predilection, as well as to repose 
the utmost confidence in his professional opinion. 

Dr. Addington, father of the present Viscount 
Sidmouth, was called in, principally because his 
medical experience lay much in the particular 
species of disorder under which his majesty suf¬ 
fered; it not being as yet thought proper to 
place him in the hands of a practitioner exclu¬ 
sively occupied with the care of lunatics. Sir 
Lucas Pepys, with whom I have lived in habits 
of intimate friendship during more than forty 
years, may not, I am aware, lay claim to the 
highest place among the eminent physicians of 
our time. That he is however a man of sound 
judgment, an elegant scholar, possessing a most 
classic and cultivated mind, I can attest of my 
own personal knowledge; If, in his professional 
capacity, he had any bias, it was not such, as 
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actuated Warren. I shall have occasion, while 
relating the particulars of his majesty’s illness 
and recovery, again to mention both Warren and 
Pepys. Each became conspicuous from the dif¬ 
ferent view which he took of the malady, and its 
probable termination. The calamity, great and 
appalling in itself, was rendered still more painful 
by the distance of Windsor from the capital, and 
tbe consequent difficulty of procuring constant me¬ 
dical attendance. This circumstance determined 
ministers to make an effort for bringing the royal 
patient nearer London. Kew appeared to com¬ 
bine the advantage of good air with proximity. 
The experiment succeeded. General Harcourt, 
then a groom of the bedchamber, now Earl Har¬ 
court, and Colonel Robert Greville, equerry in 
waiting, brother of the Earl of Warwick, accom¬ 
panied their master in the coach. The Queen, 
Prince of Wales, and Duke of York soon follow¬ 
ed; her majesty remaining at Kew, near the 
king’s person. 

From the first moment that the heir-apparent 
anticipated a regency as almost certain, if not 
inevitable, he exerted every endeavour to secure 
the cordial co-operation and support of his bro¬ 
ther Frederic. Meditating, as he did, to place 
Fox at the head of the government, without 
waiting to ascertain the probable or final result 
of his father’s malady, and aware of the obstacles 
which the minister might oppose to his intention. 
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he manifested the utmost anxiety to prevent any 
discordance of sentiment arising in a quarter so 
near the throne. It might, on the other hand, 
have been naturally expected, that a prince whom 
the king had always treated with marks of great 
parental affection, if not with decided partiality, 
would feel a disinclination, or rather a repug¬ 
nance, to overturn the existing administration. 
His scruples, if any such he had, were however 
speedily surmounted. A promise of being placed 
at the head of the army, with all the appoint¬ 
ments, power, and patronage of a commander-in¬ 
chief, effectually gained him over to his elder bro¬ 
ther’s party. I have already spoken elsewhere of 
the duke. He was at this time strongly attached 
to a lady of my particular acquaintance, the Coun¬ 
tess of Tyrconnel. She was Lord Delaval’s young¬ 
est daughter; feminine and delicate in her figure, 
very fair, with a profusion of light hair, in the 
tresses of which, like the tangles of Nemra’s in “Ly- 
cidas,” his royal highness was detained captive. 

Her husband, the Earl of Tyrconnel, might be 
said to contribute at this time, more than any 
nobleman about the court, to the recreation of 
the reigning family: for while his wife formed 
the object of the homage of one prince of the 
blood, his sister had long presided in the affec¬ 
tions of another. Lady Almeria Carpenter, one 
of the most beautiful women of her time, but to 
whom nature had been sparing of intellectual 
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attractions, reigned at Glocester House. The 
duchess remained indeed its nominal mistress; 
but Lady Almeria constituted its ornament and 
its pride. Lord Tyrconnel himself had been 
early married to a sister of the Duke of Rutland, 
from whom he obtained a divorce in less than 
five years. Not discouraged by so unfortunate a 
matrimonial outset, he soon ventured a second 
time on the same perilous experiment; though, 
as many persons thought, not with better success. 
His fortune by no means equalling his rank. 
Lord Delaval extended his paternal care over his 
daughter and her lord. In Hanover-square dur¬ 
ing winter, as at Claremont in Surrey during 
summer, (a country seat which has since obtained 
a mournful celebrity, from the Princess Charlotte 
of Wales’s death,) the two families formed only 
one household. The Duke of York was a con¬ 
stant visitor at each place, notwithstanding that 
Lady Tyrconnel’s father and husband were both 
firmly attached to the administration. Lord De¬ 
laval had received his British peerage only two 
years before, from Pitt; and the Earl of Tyrcon¬ 
nel, who sate in the house of commons for Scar¬ 
borough, was elected by the Rutland interest 
member for that borough. 

lsf—4 th December .•—Fox, so long and so im¬ 
patiently expected, at length arrived. I believe 
he reached his lodgings in St. James’s-street, con¬ 
tiguous to Brookes’s, on the 24th or 25th of 
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November. He had been nearly five years out 
of office. The account of his majesty’s seizure, 
accompanied with strong exhortations to accele¬ 
rate his return, reached him before the middle 
of November, at Bologna, and he lost not a day 
in compliance. Accompanied by Mrs. Armstead, 
he took the road to England, through Lyons; 
where new and more urgent letters, acquainting 
him with the king’s total loss of reason, induced 
him to increase his speed. For that purpose, 
quitting his female travelling companion, he pro¬ 
ceeded alone, in a French carriage, to Calais. 
The construction of this hired vehicle, which was 
not so well suspended as his own English post- 
chaise, together with the bad condition and nature 
of the roads through the interior provinces of 
France, at an advanced season of the year, sensi¬ 
bly affected his health. His personal appearance 
in the house of commons on the 4th, when the 
adjournment ended, excited a great and general 
sensation. I never saw Fox, either previously or 
subsequently, exhibit so broken and shattered an 
aspect. His body seemed to be emaciated* his 
countenance sallow and sickly, his eyes swollen; 
while his stockings hung upon his legs, and he 
rather dragged himself along, than walked up 
the floor, to take his seat. The attendance, as 
might be expected, was numerous and tumultu¬ 
ous. Pitt having first presented a report of the 
examination of the royal physicians relative to 
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lus majesty’s state, as delivered on oath before 
the privy council, the document was immedi¬ 
ately read at the table. He then moved that it 
should be taken into consideration four days af¬ 
terwards, on the 8th of December; to which 
time he proposed that the assembly, at its rising, 
should adjourn. While addressing the house, he 
likewise gave notice of his intention to move 
for a committee, which might search for prece¬ 
dents applicable to the present calamitous situs* 
lion of public affairs, and report upon it; adding, 
that too much caution and deliberation could not 
be adopted in a crisis of such magnitude. 

The first person who rose in reply to the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer was Vyner. He had been 
e member of several parliaments, and in the pre¬ 
ceding house of commons represented the city of 
Lincoln; but after the total defeat of Fox’s party 
in 178$, be lay under a necessity of twinging 
himself in for the Yorkshire borough of Thirske. 
Vyner, who in his person always reminded me of 
the portraits of “ Hudibras,” was a Lincolnshire 
gentleman of large property, endowed with very 
good common sense, and of an irreproachable cha¬ 
racter. He descended, I believe, lineally from 
Sir Robert Vyner, lord mayor of London, of 
jovial .memory ; who, as the “ Spectator” assures 
us, followed Charles the Second down stairs, after 
a city dinner, overtook, and compelled him “ to 
take t’other bottle.” Mr. Vyner briefly expressed 
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his doubts whether the house ought not to exa¬ 
mine the physicians at their own bar, before the 
report just read should be made the basis of a 
parliamentary proceeding. Pitt endeavoured, on 
the contrary, to shew that the delicacy of the 
subject, and the dignity of the great person 
whose health it regarded, might induce them, 
without any dereliction of their duty, or infringe¬ 
ment of their legislative consequence, to rest sa¬ 
tisfied with the report of the privy council. With 
this opinion Fox disagreed, inclining to adopt 
Vyner’s sentiment, yet in language of the utmost 
moderation; and the house immediately adjourn¬ 
ed to the subsequent Monday. A scene nearly 
similar took place on the same evening in the 
upper house; Lord Camden again performing the 
prominent ministerial part, while the chancellor 
remained silent. By the report of the physicians, 
it appeared that Dr. Addington, whose practice 
had been more among patients afflicted with in¬ 
sanity than any other of the professional attend¬ 
ants on the king, expressed himself in more san¬ 
guine terms than his medical brethren respecting 
the probability of his majesty’s eventual recovery. 
Above fifty members of the privy council were 
present at Whitehall during the examination; 
but as at least one third of the number belonged 
to the opposition, it was judged proper, with a 
view to prevent disclosures of an unbecoming 
nature, to determine previously the questions 
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which should be proposed to the physicians. The 
precaution formed a salutary check; and imme¬ 
diately after hearing the report read, the peers 
adjourned, as the commons had done, to the 8th 
of the month. 

4 th — 8th December. —Meanwhile, his majesty’s 
distemper, subsequent to his removal from Wind¬ 
sor to Kew, not exhibiting any symptoms of 
amendment, but rather assuming a more decided 
character of insanity, it was thought necessary to 
call in a practitioner who had made the cure of 
lunatics his sole occupation. Among the indi¬ 
viduals whose reputation was well established in 
that branch of the art, was the Reverend Dr. 
Francis Willis: for though he no longer per¬ 
formed any clerical functions, yet he united in 
his person the medical and the ecclesiastical pro¬ 
fessions. His residence lay in the vicinity of 
Boston, in the county of Lincoln; and he had 
attained, if he had not already passed, his seven¬ 
tieth year. Assisted by two sons, he had dedU 
cated himself, during a great portion of his life, to 
the exclusive care of persons deprived of reason. 
I have been in his company, not long after his 
majesty’s recovery. He seemed to be exempt 
from all the infirmities of old age; and his coun¬ 
tenance, which was very interesting, blended in¬ 
telligence with an expression of placid self-pos¬ 
session. When summoned to attend the king, 
he. readily obeyed; but he at the same time 
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frankly informed her majesty, that if she ex¬ 
pected any benefit to accrue from his attendance; 
he must be allowed to exercise the same autho¬ 
rity which he should do over the meanest indi¬ 
vidual submitted to his control. 

A proof which he displayed not long after¬ 
wards of skill, or, more properly to speak, of his 
empire over his patients, excited great amaze¬ 
ment, not unmixed with alarm, as well as admi¬ 
ration. The king, who had not undergone the 
operation of shaving during more than five weeks, 
nor would submit to have it performed, yet ex¬ 
pressed nevertheless a strong desire to shave him¬ 
self. Willis gratified him in his wish. “Your 
majesty,” said he, “ is desirous to get rid of your 
beard. You shall have a razor given you for the 
purpose.” He instantly put the instrument into 
the king’s hand, who went through the process 
with perfect success; Willis governing him by 
the eye throughout the whole performance. 
From the first day of his arrival at Kew, on the 
5th of December, he not only declared that he 
entertained sanguine hopes of the king’s recovery, 
but confidentially added his expectation of its 
being effected within the space of three months. 
The experiment of allowing a maniac to shave his 
beard, when we reflect who that maniac was, may 
appear to partake of temerity; nor could it have 
been safely tried under a despotic government* 
where the physician would probably have been 
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sacrificed if his patient had committed violence on 
himself. When Dr. Dimsdale inoculated Cathe¬ 
rine the Second for the small-pox, that princess,— 
who, whatever might be the vices of her moral 
character, possessed a very enlarged and magna¬ 
nimous mind,—took precautions for securing his 
personal safety in case of her death. Finding 
herself much indisposed on a particular day, she 
sent for Dimsdale, whom she had already remu¬ 
nerated in a manner becoming so great a sove¬ 
reign. “ I experience,” said she, “ certain sensa¬ 
tions which render me apprehensive for my life. 
My subjects would, I fear, hold you accountable 
for any accident that might befall me. I have 
therefore stationed a yacht in the Gulf of Fin¬ 
land, on board of which you will embark as soon 
as I am no more; and whose commander, in con¬ 
sequence of my orders, will convey you out of 
all danger.” This anecdote, so honourable to the 
empress, I heard from one of Dimsdale’s sons, 
above forty years ago. 

8 th December .—As soon as the house of com¬ 
mons met again, Pitt presented himself to the 
Speaker’s notice; more however for the purpose 
of ascertaining the wishes or opinions of the 
assembly respecting the proper mode of proceed¬ 
ing, under a temporary extinction of the execu¬ 
tive power, than with an intention of dictating 
any specific measure. Fox was not present, be¬ 
ing prevented by indisposition. Vyner having a 
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second time taken on him to open the debate, 
and calling on Pitt to bring forward some plan 
adapted to the nature of the emergency; the lat¬ 
ter moved for “ a committee to examine the phy¬ 
sicians relative to the state of his majesty’s health, 
and to report it to the house.” This proposition 
met with unanimous approbation. Powis gave it 
as his advice, that the committee should be com¬ 
posed of members from both houses of parlia¬ 
ment: but the inconveniences overbalanced the 
advantages of such an experiment, which, it was 
apprehended, might embroil the two branches 
of the legislature; a calamity greatly to be de¬ 
precated at any time, especially when the royal 
functions were in a state of suspension. Burke 
pathetically adjured the house not to sacrifice any 
of their constitutional privileges, and, least of all, 
the right to examine evidence at their own bar. 
Notwithstanding this exhortation, the committee 
was named and chosen. It consisted of twenty- 
one persons, the chancellor of the exchequer be¬ 
ing constituted chairman. Twelve of the number 
were either ministers, or individuals who com¬ 
monly supported administration. Among the 
remaining nine, besides Fox, Burke, and Sheri¬ 
dan, appeared the names of Lord North, Vyner, 
Powis, and Windham. An adjournment imme¬ 
diately took place. On the same evening, the 
-Marquis of Stafford made a similar motion in the 
upper house; and the discussion being resumed 
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on the following day, a committee, formed on 
similar principles with that chosen by the house 
of commons, and composed of the same numbers, 
was unanimously elected. Neither on the first, 
nor on the second of these occasions, did the chan¬ 
cellor utter a word, nor even appear to feel any 
interest in the proceedings. As they did not 
emanate from him, so did they receive from him 
no support. His silence at such a time, while 
Lord Camden and Lord Stafford acted, each in 
turn, as the managers of the house of peers, ne¬ 
cessarily attracted observation. 

10/A December .—We now enter on a period, 
comprizing more than two months, of greater 
agitation, violence, and mutual animosity, than 
any other that I have witnessed in my time. The 
contests in 1782, previous to Lord North’s resig¬ 
nation ; and those which took place in 1784, be¬ 
tween Pitt and the coalition; however personally 
acrimonious, yet regarded only the possession of 
ministerial power. In 1788, the throne was va¬ 
cant, though not by the demise of the sovereign; 
and the question was, by whom, as well as under 
what restrictions, the vacancy should be supplied. 
On the first point, no difference of opinion could 
possibly exist, the heir-apparent being of full age 
to administer the government, of sound mind, 
and present on the spot. But as to the second; 
namely, what conditions should be imposed upon 
him by parliament, while the recovery of the 
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sovereign appeared to be probable, and perhaps 
not distant; very opposite sentiments might arise. 

Pitt appearing at the bar of the house of com¬ 
mons, presented the report of the physicians, which 
was immediately read. They coincided in opinion 
as to the probable recovery of their patient; 
though relative to the time when it might be 
expected to take place, they equally professed 
ignorance. Willis alone, on whose conclusions 
more reliance was placed than on all the others, 
assigned the probable causes of his majesty’s ma¬ 
lady, and the probable period of its duration. 
“ Weighty business, severe exercise, too great 
abstemiousness, and little rest, pressing with 
united force on his constitution, had,” Willis said, 
“ produced the attack.”—“ The irritation,” added 
he, “ has in a great measure subsided; which 
symptom must precede convalescence. Nine out 
of ten among those who have been placed under 
my care, have recovered within three months 
from their first seizure.” 

No sooner had the examination of the phy¬ 
sicians been communicated to the house, than 
Pitt moved the appointment of a committee “to 
discover and report precedents of such proceed¬ 
ings as had taken place, to provide for the ex¬ 
ercise of the royal authority, when interrupted by 
sickness, infancy, or infirmity.” Hitherto, what¬ 
ever hostile sentiments might animate the two 
parties who opposed each other within those walls, 
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no indecorous external demonstrations of it had 
openly appeared. But the moment was now ar¬ 
rived when the most unqualified animosity suc¬ 
ceeded to a temporary restraint. It had already 
been determined in the consultations held at 
Carlton House, where Lord Loughborough pre¬ 
sided as legal guide, and on his authority, that 
“ the Prince of Wales possessed an inherent and 
indisputable right to take on himself the regency 
under the present circumstances.” The time when 
he ought to enter on the possession of this right, 
and to exercise it. Lord Loughborough however 
admitted, must rest for decision with the two 
houses of parliament. Such were the constitu¬ 
tional principles laid down by Wedderbum, on 
the solidity of which Fox relied. Rising as 
soon as the chancellor of the exchequer had 
concluded, he expressed his most animated con¬ 
demnation of the motion just made from the trea¬ 
sury bench. “ Why,” exclaimed he, “ and for 
what beneficial purpose, are we going to search 
for precedents? It is a mere loss of time, and 
pretext for delay. There is here among us an 
heir-apparent, of full age and capacity to take 
upon him the royal authority. In my opinion, 
the Prince of Wales possesses as clear a right 
to assume the reins of government, and to exercise 
the sovereign power during his majesty’s inca¬ 
pacity, as he would have in case of a natural 
demise. He is not, indeed, himself to determine 



204 MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 1788. 

when he is entitled to exercise it: the two houses 
of parliament must pronounce on that matter. I 
conceive, however, that as short an interval as 
possible should be allowed, to elapse before the 
prince assumes the sovereignty. His royal high¬ 
ness wishes rather to wait the decision of parlia¬ 
ment, than to urge his claim. But ought he to 
wait unnecessarily, while search is made after pre¬ 
cedents, when it is perfectly known that none 
which bear upon the case are in existence ? Ne¬ 
vertheless I shall not oppose the motion , though it 
is incumbent on the house to restore without 
delay the third estate.” 

Such was the substance of Fox’s memorable 
speech, than which the bitterest enemy of the 
heir-apparent could not have made any more cal¬ 
culated to injure him. Pitt, who instantly per¬ 
ceived the error committed by the prince’s ad¬ 
herents, availed himself of it with the rapidity of 
lightning. Starting up the instant that his ad¬ 
versary had finished, while his eye flashed defi¬ 
ance, he denied every allegation made relative 
to the prince’s right. “ The doctrine now ad¬ 
vanced,” observed he, “ forms the most unanswer¬ 
able reason for appointing the committee. If the 
claim of right now set up had a just foundation, 
this house would be precluded from any possi¬ 
bility of deliberation on the. subject. But I main¬ 
tain, that from every precedent, and every page 
of our history, the assertion , of such a rights either 
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in the Prince of Wales, or in any other indivi¬ 
dual, is little less than treason to the constitution. 
Under the actual circumstances, unless by de¬ 
cision of the two remaining branches of the legis¬ 
lature, the heir-apparent possesses no more strict 
right to assume the government , than any other sub¬ 
ject of the realm.”—“ I admit, indeed,” continued 
Pitt, “that it is a claim entitled to the most 
serious consideration. But a new object of de¬ 
liberation has now presented itself, of greater 
importance than even the original question. I 
mean, the question of our own rights: for, accord¬ 
ing to the opinion just laid down, it is become 
matter of doubt whether this house possesses on 
the present occasion a deliberative power. Let 
us therefore ascertain, in the first instance, our 
own rights, since on our future proceedings de¬ 
pend the interests of a sovereign deservedly the 
idol of his people.” Vainly Fox endeavoured, 
when too late, with great ability and eloquence, 
to explain away his expressions. As vainly he 
urged that the two houses could not constitute 
d parliament , and were only a convention. With 
as little success did he retort on his antagonist 
the charge of meaning to declare the crown elec¬ 
tive, instead of hereditary. Ineffectually did he 
repeat his assertion, that the prince had an un¬ 
doubted claim to exercise the sovereign authority 
during his father's present state; and accuse the 
two houses of arrogating to themselves a power 
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contrary to the spirit of the constitution, partak¬ 
ing of the crime of treason. 

Burke, in energetic language, but intemperate, 
and full of offensive personalities to Pitt, reite¬ 
rated Fox’s arguments, accused the minister of 
becoming a competitor with the Prince of Wales 
for the royal authority, and launched into the 
most violent invectives. The chancellor of the 
exchequer was not, however, to be affected by 
such imputations. He knew his own force, and 
the enemy’s weakness; though he did not the 
less reply to the charges made against him. “ At 
that period of our history,” observed he, “ when 
the constitution was settled on its actual founda*- 
tion; when, in 1688 , Mr. Somers, and other dis¬ 
tinguished statesmen, declared that no person had 
a right to the crown independent of the consent of the 
two houses; would it have been considered as either 
fair or decent, for any member to have pro¬ 
nounced Mr. Somers a personal competitor of 
William the Third?” No answer being made to 
this remark, and Fox, however he might exclaim 
against the appointment of a committee to search 
for precedents, not venturing to divide the house 
upon it; the question passed without any further 
impediment. 

Never was any act more imprudent and ill-ad¬ 
vised than Fox’s reclamation of the regency for 
the heir-apparent as his right; since it gave the 
minister ground on which to stand, when he must 
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otherwise have been driven to the last extremity! 
Had Fox indeed possessed a majority of votes in 
the assembly, he might safely have preferred, any 
claim. But how could he or his party suppose 
that a minister whose prevailing passion was love 
of power; master, as he found himself, of both 
houses of parliament, and generally popular 
throughout the country; would hasten to lay 
down his employments on the first summons? 
If, instead of preferring a claim which he had not 
the means to enforce. Fox had professed the 
prince’s readiness to accept the regency on any 
terms, under any conditions, and with any limi¬ 
tations or restrictions which parliament might 
think proper to impose, the minister would have 
been disarmed. His only efficient weapon, delay, 
would have been broken in his hand. The 
prince must have been declared regent before the 
middle of the approaching month of January; 
and when once installed in that high office, who 
could say what events might have followed ? Fox 
overturned all these speculations in a single 
instant. 

lltA December .—The proceedings of the peers, 
at this eventful period of our history, were not 
less interesting, nor less important, than those of 
the lower house. When they met on the follow¬ 
ing day. Lord Camden, after alluding to the 
report of the physicians on the king’s malady, 
which had just been read, moved for a committee 
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“to inspect, and to report such precedents, as 
might apply to the actual condition of public 
affairs;” thus treading in the same traces with 
the chancellor of the exchequer. Then diverging 
to Fox’s claim of right on the part of the prince 
to assume the government during his. majesty’s 
incapacity; “ If this be common law,” observed 
Lord Camden, “ or analogous to the spirit of the 
constitution, it is a secret to me. I neither enter¬ 
tained such a notion, nor have I ever met with it 
in any writer, nor heard it laid down by any law¬ 
yer. Opinions so new and so extraordinary are 
more easily promulgated than suppressed, and 
may involve the whole kingdom in confusion.” 
Thus challenged and designated, Lord Lough¬ 
borough came forward, and in a manly manner 
justified the doctrine, which he avowed to be his 
own. He did more;—for he arraigned the asser¬ 
tion made in the other house by the minister, in 
terms of great energy. “ I have heard,” said 
Lord Loughborough, “ of a most extraordinary 
assertion, boldly, arrogantly, and presumptuously 
advanced elsewhere. It is, that ‘ the heir-apparent 
to the throne, though of full age, has no more right 
to assume the government, while his majesty’s 
malady incapacitates him from reigning, than any 
other individual subject.’ If this doctrine is 
founded in law, the regency must be elective, not 
hereditary. Alarming beyond measure would 
be the dangers of such a principle. The two 
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houses of parliament might then set up a pageant 
of a regent, while they assumed, themselves, the 
sovereignty; because a regent so elected must 
necessarily be the slave of his electors.”—** Does 
not the law describe the Prince of Walesi to be 
one and the same with the king ? Is it not as 
much high treason to compass the death of the 
former, as of the latter ? And does that penalty 
attach to compassing the death of any other sub¬ 
ject?”—We must admit that these arguments 
were not void of weight, or solidity : but, in or¬ 
der to have sustained them, a majority of peers 
should have thought and voted with Lord Lough¬ 
borough. 

It now became impossible for the chancellor to 
remain any longer silent, unless he tamely sa¬ 
crificed the interests of that sovereign in whose 
councils he held so high a place, as well as the ex¬ 
istence of the cabinet. Yet, his position was one 
of uncommon difficulty; he having already com¬ 
menced a treaty with the Prince of Wales, which 
promised a most favourable termination. I be¬ 
lieve, the first overtures were made, not by, but 
to Lord Thurlow, on the part of his royal high¬ 
ness ; promising him to retain the great seal under 
the approaching regency, provided that he would 
immediately speak and vote with the heir-appa¬ 
rent In the critical situation of the king, and 
alienated as the chancellor had long been from 
Pitt such an offer merited mature consideration.' 
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Notwithstanding Willis’s assurances, that his ma¬ 
jesty’s recovery within a short period might he 
almost confidently expected, the great majority 
of his subjects inclined to believe and to fear his 
condition would prove hopeless. Under these 
impressions, the chancellor quitting the woolsack, 
delivered a speech, every word of which had been 
previously well weighed; and which still left him 
a free agent either to accept, or to reject, the 
prince’s propositions. Previous, he said, to making 
any declaration of his opinion on the delicate 
subject started, he wished to have the advantage 
of every species of information or precedent which 
might enlighten his judgment. Respecting Lord 
Loughborough’s doctrine, as it applied to the heir- 
apparent ; with whatever force and authority it 
might come from a magistrate so eminent, yet 
to himself it was new. Towards the conclusion 
he delicately panegyrised the Prince of Wales, hy 
praising Lord Loughborough for not resting any 
part of his argument on the private virtues of 
that illustrious person; “ who,” he added, “ should 
always have his applause, when its expression 
would not be an act of impertinence.” Having 
thus acquitted himself with no ordinary address, 
he left the debate to take its course. Lord Stor¬ 
mont powerfully reiterated the arguments ad¬ 
vanced by Lord Loughborough; but the house 
did not the less agree, without any division, to 
the motion made by the president of the council. 
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, 12 th December. —Fox’s assertion or reclamation 
of the prince’s right to take upon himself the office 
of regent; repeated in terms so emphatic and 
positive, by the chief justice of the common 
pleas, in his place as a peer; — these two opi¬ 
nions having operated very unfavourably on the 
public mind, Fox, conscious of the injury that 
he had done to his own cause, lost no time in 
endeavouring to efface the impression. As soon 
as the house of commons met, Pitt gave notice 
that he would move “ to take into consideration 
the present state of the nation,” on the following 
Tuesday, the 16th of the month. Fox immedi¬ 
ately stood up; and, after complaining of the 
manner in which Lord Camden (whom he de¬ 
scribed, though he did not name,) had misrepre¬ 
sented his words relative to an august personage, 
he begah by disclaiming any authority whatever 
for those expressions. “ I spoke merely,” continu¬ 
ed he, “as a private member of parliament, wholly 
unauthorized either by his royal highness, or by 
any other person.” He next laboured, if not to 
explain away, at least to give a more limited 
meaning to his late demand of the regency, as 
the heir-apparent’s right. The term “ assume,” 
Fox denied to have ever pronounced. With 
great ingenuity he reasoned on the nature of 
the prince’s title. “ Many persons,” added he, 
“ admit him to possess an irresistible claim to 
the regency. I agree to that idea; because I 
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know no difference between an irresistible claim, 
and an inherent right. But, whatever doubts may 
exist on that point, none can arise as to the pro¬ 
priety of investing him with the sole administra¬ 
tion of the government; together with the unli¬ 
mited exercise of all the regal functions, powers, and 
prerogatives, in the same extent as they would have 
been exercised by his majesty, if he had remained in 
health .** Aware, nevertheless, that this demand 
might not meet with the ministerial concurrence. 
Fox professed a disposition to accommodate, in 
order to secure unanimity; deprecated the ne¬ 
cessity of being obliged to divide the house; 
but admitted that if conciliation should not be 
found practicable, he must, however reluctantly, 
ascertain on which side lay the force of numbers. 
Lastly, he expressed his hopes that Pitt would 
open the nature of the proposition which it was 
intended to submit to them on the subsequent 
Tuesday; in order that when regularly made, 
they might not come to it altogether unprepared 
for its discussion. 

The chancellor of the exchequer, thus pressed 
to explain his ulterior intentions, did not altoge¬ 
ther refuse compliance. Previous however to en¬ 
tering on the demanded disclosure, he informed 
his antagonist that there was a point at issue be¬ 
tween them, which must be decided before they 
proceeded one step farther: namely, the assertion 
of the Prince of Wales’s right to exercise the 
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royal authority, under the present circumstances 
of the country. “ If that great preliminary ques¬ 
tion,” continued Pitt, “ should be determined on 
constitutional principles, I shall certainly proceed 
to propose measures for supplying the interruption 
of the king’s authority. And unshaken as my 
opinion remains, that no part of the regal power 
can vest in the heir-apparent as matter of right; 
I am equally ready to say, that as matter of discre¬ 
tion and of expediency, it is highly desirable that 
whatever portion of it shall be exercised, should 
be conferred on the Prince of Wales. I likewise 
think that he should exercise it with the free se¬ 
lection of his political servants; and that what¬ 
ever authority is necessary for carrying on the 
-public business, ought to be conferred. On the 
other hand, all authority which is not necessary, 
should be withheld; having ever in our view the 
moment when his majesty may be capable of re¬ 
suming his prerogatives.” Fox, in his reply, 
charged the chancellor of the exchequer with the 
intention of setting up, not a regent, but a parlia¬ 
mentary regent: while Sheridan warned Pitt of 
“ the danger connected with provoking the Prince 
of Wales to assert his claim to the regency.” 
These menaces made no impression on a minister 
who, conscious of possessing the confidence of par¬ 
liament, as well as that of the nation, pursued his 
course with a firm step 

I shall here relate an incident which its singu- 
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larity entitles to notice. During the course of 
the debate on the 12th of December, James Mao 
pherson, so well known by the “ Poems of 
Ossian,” proposed to me to take a hasty dinner at 
his residence in Fludyer-street, Westminster, and 
return immediately afterwards to the house of 
commons. Ever since Pitt came into power, 
down to that time, he had generally supported 
administration; but, like many other members of 
parliament, he now went over to the parly of the 
heir-apparent. During the few minutes that 
elapsed before dinner appeared, a superb quarto 
edition of Virgil lying on the table, I amused my¬ 
self with trying the “ Sortes Virgilianae,” on the 
great public questions which then so strongly 
agitated every mind. Accordingly I asked of 
the poet. ** Will the Prince of Wales become 
regent, or not ?” Opening the book, my eye fell 
on these words, 

-“ sic regia tecta subibat 

Horridus.” 

They occur in the seventh book of the “ JSneid,” 
where Aventinus, a son of Hercules, one of the 
auxiliaries of Tumus, enters the palace of Latinus. 
I thought the passage so descriptive of the inde* 
corous haste which the heir-apparent manifested 
to assume the royal functions, as to justify me in 
making a second appeal. I therefore proposed 
for solution, to the spirit of Maro, “Will the 
king recover his understanding, or will he be de- 
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tained in confinement during the remainder of 
his life?” The line on which my finger lighted 
occurs in the sixth book of the “ ./Eneid,” forming 
a part of Charon’s surly address to ./Eneas, on his 
approaching the banks of the Styx. 

“ Corpora viva nefas Stygia vectare carina.” 
Applying it to George the Third, we must trans¬ 
late the words, “ It is criminal to shut up, as a 
man permanently deprived of his faculties, a 
prince who will resume his intellect.” Or, “ It is 
criminal to treat as dead, a man who has in him 
the principle of life.” Whether either of these 
interpretations may appear forced, I won’t pretend 
to assert: but the fact of my having opened on 
the two passages above cited, on the 12th of De¬ 
cember 1788, is most accurately true. I by no 
means trust to memory, having been so much 
struck with the incident at the time, that I com¬ 
mitted it to paper instantly; and I now have 
before me the identical memorandum, from which 
I copy the words. That their application is not 
equally striking, as it appears in the memorable 
instance, recorded by Welwood in his Memoirs, 
relative to Charles the First and Lord Falkland 
at Oxford, when they consulted the “ Sortes Vir- 
gilianae*,”—(if we give implicit credit to that 
story,) — I readily admit. Yet, I think, both the 

* Welwood’s Memoirs. Fourth Edit. London, 1702. pp. 
105—107. 
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passages on which I stumbled may bear the in¬ 
terpretation here given them, without violence. 
The truth is, Virgil’s divine poem inspires such 
just admiration, that the gift of prediction has 
been bestowed on it; as if in it dwelt a pro¬ 
phetic and oracular spirit, capable of resolving all 
questions. 

15/A December .—No sooner was the house of 
peers met, than Lord Fitzwilliam rose, in order to 
deprecate any discussion on the claim of right to 
the regency which had been made for the Prince 
of Wales. His friends recognized too late the 
act of imprudence committed by Fox, and re¬ 
peated by Lord Loughborough. But Lord Cam¬ 
den replied, that the rights of the two houses of 
parliament having been questioned, it had become 
absolutely necessary not to leave undecided, points 
so important, previous to their adopting any mea¬ 
sures respecting a regency. The Duke of York 
coming forward at this period of the debate, en¬ 
deavoured, with much earnestness and emotion, to 
enforce Lord Fitzwilliam’s arguments. Speaking 
in the name of his elder brother, as well as in his 
own, “ The prince,” observed he, “ has not pre¬ 
ferred any such claim. I am confident that he 
understands too well the sacred principles which 
placed the House of Brunswic on the throne of 
these kingdoms, ever to assume or to exercise any 
power, let his claim be what it may, not derived 
from the public will, expressed through their re- 
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presentatives, and through your lordships, assem¬ 
bled in parliament.” 

Such a declaration, made from so high a quarter, 
would unquestionably, in a case of minor import¬ 
ance, have sufficed to stop all further disquisition 
on the point. But the Prince of Wales’s advisers, 
in their injudicious haste to get possession of 
power, forgot that they had to contend against a 
minister who could neither be cajoled nor intimi¬ 
dated. The Earl of Bute, the Duke of Grafton, 
Lord North, and the Earl of Shelburne, all had 
successively, when hard pressed by national cla¬ 
mour, or outvoted in parliament, hastened to give 
in their resignation. Pitt played an opposite 
game. Popular in his own person; maintaining 
the cause of a popular sovereign, labouring under 
an afflicting malady, which might however prove 
only temporary; and opposing men unpopular, 
whose acquisition of office, if it should take place, 
was generally contemplated in the light of a na¬ 
tional calamity ; — his business was to protract the 
struggle. Possessing a superiority of numbers in 
both houses of parliament, he could dispute every 
inch of ground, and throw up new works against 
the assailants as fast as the old defences were 
carried. If the predictions of Willis were solid, 
three months might completely restore the king’s 
mind. In that case, the contest became merely a 
race against time. Even should his majesty not 
recover, Pitt could return to a private station, as 
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he had done in 1783, sustained by the regrets of a 
great majority among his countrymen. 

It was nevertheless evident that his whole su¬ 
perstructure rested on the numbers which he could 
command and retain, in the houses of lords and 
commons: a foundation frail in itself, and attack¬ 
ed by powerful opponents. Every successive week 
that the sovereign remained in his present state, 
without any visible symptoms of amendment, 
weakened the minister’s control over his adhe¬ 
rents. He might, like Fox in 1784, find himself 
abandoned, and ultimately left in a minority. 
Already, various peers, as well as commoners, de¬ 
clared their intention to join the prince’s party! 
Many others wavered, and might desert him. 
Nor was the extent of his influence in either 
house as yet ascertained, no division having 
hitherto taken place since the meeting of parlia¬ 
ment. In this critical position, any defection in' 
his own cabinet might open a wide breach to the 
enemy. But Pitt well knew that the chancellor 
had closed his bargain with the heir-apparent, since 
the house of peers last met on the 11th of 
December. Every condition demanded was con¬ 
ceded by his royal highness; and Thurlow en¬ 
gaged that in the progress of the approaching 
debate, he would oppose Lord Camden’s proposi¬ 
tion. Pitt, however, did not then know that the 
negotiation, after being thus concluded, had been 
suddenly and unexpectedly overturned. Lord 
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Loughborough having received intimation of it, 
instantly repaired to Carlton House, where he 
clamoured so loudly against the concessions, all 
which must be made at his expence, that the 
prince, in order to appease him, reluctantly con¬ 
sented to send Fox to the chancellor, with a mes¬ 
sage stating his inability to fulfil the stipulated 
conditions. Fox only made the notification a few 
hours before the discussion came on in the house 
of peers; a fact of which the chancellor of the 
exchequer was ignorant The house of commons 
having adjourned over that evening, to Tuesday, 
the sixteenth of December, all curiosity became 
attracted to the upper house; where the steps of 
the throne were crowded with members of parlia¬ 
ment anxious to hear the Duke of York: — for 
it was well known that he intended to take a per¬ 
sonal part in the discussion. Among them stood 
Pitt himself, accompanied by two or three of his 
intimate friends. The minister came fully pre¬ 
pared for Lord Thurlow’s defection, and in expec¬ 
tation of being an ear-witness of his first speech 
for opposition. 

As soon as the Duke of York sate down, the 
chancellor began by declaring that no individual 
present could feel a stronger repugnance than 
himself to the agitation of any question not abso¬ 
lutely demanded by the nature of the subject 
Questions of right, he observed, were generally 
invidious, often unnecessary. When the report 
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from the committee which was occupied in 
searching for. precedents should be made, they 
would be enabled to judge what steps ought to 
be taken for restoring vigour to the executive go¬ 
vernment. “ But, above all other duties, we are 
bound,” continued he, “ to preserve the rights of 
the king entire; so that when Divine Providence 
shall restore his majesty to his people, he may not 
find himself in a worse situation than he stood 
previous to his malady, or disabled from exercis¬ 
ing all his rightful prerogatives.” Adverting 
next to an observation made by Lord Stormont 
during the preceding debate, when that nobleman 
had said that “ his emotions on contemplating the 
affliction under which the sovereign laboured, 
were rendered more acute by his recollection of 
the marks of kindness that he had been accustom¬ 
ed to receive from his majesty“ My own sor¬ 
row,” pursued the chancellor, “ is aggravated by 
the same circumstance. My debt of gratitude 
likewise to him is ample, for the numerous fa¬ 
vours which he has graciously conferred on me; 
which, whenever I forget , may God forget me!” 
Pitt, who was standing at only a few paces dis¬ 
tant from him when he pronounced these words; 
well knowing the treaty into which Lord Thur- 
low had entered with Carlton House;—no longer 
master of his indignation, he turned round to 
General Manners, and to the other friends close 
to him, and in a low voice exclaimed, “ Oh! the 
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rascal!” General Manners himself assured me of 
this fact; adding, “ I was so astonished at it, and 
so unable to account for it, that when walking 
out with Pitt, some weeks afterwards, I asked 
him the reason of his exclamation. He related to 
me the particulars of the chancellor’s conduct, to¬ 
gether with the cause that finally produced the 
rupture of the negotiation.” It is impossible to 
call in doubt the truth of the testimony here pro¬ 
duced ; Manners, who is alive at the present hour, 
(in March 1820,) being a man of strict honour 
and veracity, my intimate friend of forty years; 
above all suspicion of inventing such a story ; and 
as devoid of any enmity towards Lord Thurlow, 
or towards his memory, as I am myself. 

The debate continuing after the chancellor had 
finished, became angry, personal, and tumultuous. 
Lord Stormont having charged the president of the 
council with bringing into discussion a subject of 
the most delicate nature in a disorderly and un¬ 
parliamentary manner, that nobleman vindicated 
himself from the imputation. “ I did not,” ob¬ 
served he, “ first broach this doctrine of the Prince 
of Wales’s right to the regency. But, having 
been asserted, it must be noticed, because we are 
engaged in a proceeding which will materially 
affect the liberties of posterity.” As the Duke of 
York had risen to address the assembly early in 
the evening, so the Duke of Glocester spoke to¬ 
wards its dose. In language and in manner the 
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most earnest, he deprecated any further conversa¬ 
tion on a question calculated, as he asserted, to 
produce the greatest calamities. The Duke of 
Cumberland, though wholly devoted to his ne¬ 
phew, yet, conscious of his own inability to mix 
in debate, remained silent. 

Pitt, however indignant at the chancellor’s 
conduct, yet knew too well the value of Thur- 
low’s talents and support, under circumstances so 
critical, not to suppress his resentment. They 
continued to sit in cabinet, and to act together, if 
not cordially, yet in apparent union, throughout 
the whole future progress of the king’s malady. 
But Lord Thurlow’s meditated tergiversation did 
not remain a secret. Political prints, exposed at 
the time in the shops of the metropolis, represent¬ 
ed him stripping off his coat, and turning it inside 
out; accompanying the act with an appropriate 
observation, that “ one side would do as well as 
the other.” Dundas, on the contrary, who well 
knew that for him no asylum would be found 
at Carlton House, and that his only hopes of 
office, or views of ambition, must centre in Pitt, 
never once swerved from his friend the tioinister 
throughout the whole protracted struggle. 

1 6 th December. — Hitherto no division had 
taken place in either house of parliament; but 
such an appeal could not be much longer delayed, 
each party being anxious to ascertain their respec¬ 
tive strength. It was, however, obvious that if 
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some signs of convalescence did not manifest 
themselves in the king’s malady, the ministerial 
numbers would insensibly, perhaps rapidly, dimi¬ 
nish: while the adherents of the heir-apparent 
would receive continual accessions. No sooner 
did the house of commons meet, than the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer opened his proposition for 
supplying the deficiency in the legislature. Dur¬ 
ing the whole time that I was a member of that 
assembly, I never had greater occasion to admire 
the prodigious powers of his calm, collected, and 
capacious mind, than on the evening in question. 
Nor did Fox, though labouring under severe and 
obvious indisposition, display abilities less splen¬ 
did. Throughout a debate of at least nine hours, 
they, and they only, contended for superiority. 
All the other members might almost be regarded 
as auditors, though some of them occasionally 
took part in the discussion. Pitt, while he deve¬ 
loped his intentions, and proposed his resolutions 
for restoring the suspended functions of the royal 
authority, did not the less adhere to his former 
declaration, that the question so injudiciously 
agitated by Fox, of the Prince of Wales’s right 
to assume the regency, must be decided before 
any other topic. 

“ I readily acknowledge,” continued he, “ the 
most eminent qualities in the present heir-appa¬ 
rent. But it has been asserted within these 
walls, that he possesses, at this moment, a title as 
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indisputable to exercise the sovereign authority, 
as he would have had by the natural demise of 
the king; because the present suspension is a civil 
death. Can we then consider his majesty’s indis¬ 
position, which is not an uncommon case, and in 
general only temporary, as a civil death ? I am 
persuaded that we shall not.”—“ The lofty terms 
in which that claim of right was originally made, 
have, I admit, been since somewhat lowered. It 
has likewise been declared in another assembly, 
that no intention exists of enforcing that right: 
but words form no parliamentary ground of pro¬ 
ceeding, and cannot afford a guarantee that, at 
some future period of our history, such attempts 
may not be resumed or asserted.” 

Powerful, eloquent, and admirably adapted to 
the occasion, as was the minister’s speech. Fox’s 
reply did not fall short of it in any of these parti¬ 
culars. I cannot indeed too strongly repeat, that 
in mental endowments of every kind. Fox equal¬ 
led, perhaps exceeded his antagonist. It was 
Pitt’s superior judgment and correct life which 
principally turned in his favour the scale; which 
retained him in office throughout almost his whole 
career, while the want of those qualities excluded 
Fox from office. The former had, moreover, 
only one predominant passion: love of power, 
and the fame as well as advantages connected 
with it. Fox, as I have elsewhere observed, 
found room in his bosom for many pursuits be* 
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sides ambition and thirst of glory. History and 
-poetry each attracted, soothed, and delighted him. 
Pitt was always a minister, or aspiring and medi¬ 
tating to become a minister. Nature had intended 
him for the cabinet, and for no other situation. 
Fox, at his retreat on St. Anne’s Hill, could de¬ 
rive amusement from his garden, from his library, 
from conversation, in a variety of domestic or of 
literary avocations. But Pitt, when compelled, 
from 1801 to 1804, to reside during many months 
of each year in solitary grandeur with Lady 
Hester Stanhope, at Walmer Castle, listening to 
the waves of the German Ocean ; while Adding¬ 
ton, whom he had raised from comparative obscu¬ 
rity to the highest offices, filled Ms vacant seat; 
—Pitt only supported life by the anticipation of 
his speedy return to power. On that object, and 
on that object alone, was his mind constantly 
fixed. During his exile from Downing-street to 
the Kentish shore, a period of nearly three years, 
he underwent all the torments of mortified am¬ 
bition. I saw him frequently at that time, and 
his countenance always seemed to say, 

“ Existence may be borne, and the deep root 
Of life and sufferance make its firm abode 
In bare and desolated bosoms.” 

His wishes were gratified. He resumed his office, 
and died within twenty months afterwards, the 
victim of his own accomplished desires. His star 
produced him under the reign of George the Third. 

VOL. III. Q 
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If he had flourished under George the Fourth, he 
would probably have remained during the greater 
part of his life on the opposition bench, while 
Fox would have been minister. Throughout the 
whole contest, he was not less indebted to Fox’s 
errors, than to his own transcendent dexterity, for 
the triumph that he obtained. If Fox had dis¬ 
played at that time as much ability in getting 
possession of power, as Pitt exhibited in keeping 
possession of it, the latter never could have held 
out till the king’s recovery. 

In the course of his speech, Pitt had gone 
largely into precedents analogous to the actual 
condition of the country, drawn from the Planta- 
genet times, but, particularly from the calamitous 
reign of Henry the Sixth, when it had become 
necessary to elect a regent,—or rather, a protector. 
Fox well observed, that precedents extracted from 
such periods of our history,—or, indeed, from 
any periods antecedent to the revolution, — were 
altogether irrelevant and inapplicable; because, at 
no sera previous to 1688, “ was civil liberty dearly 
defined and understood, all the rights of the dif¬ 
ferent branches of our legislature ascertained, and 
the free spirit of the British constitution prac¬ 
tically acknowledged.” Then adverting to the 
great subject of actual dispute, “ On the present 
occasion,” observed he, “ two opposite assertions 
have been made in this house relative to the 
Prince of Wales’s right to exercise the sovereign 
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authority during its actual suspension. I depre¬ 
cate any decision on so delicate a point; but since 
the minister seems determined to render it a 
personal question, and to have recourse to his 
majority, let the motion be, ‘That we are of 
opinion, the Prince of Wales, being of full age 
and capacity, has no more right to exercise the 
royal authority during his majesty’s incapacity 
than any other subject.’ He knows that he 
dares not risk it. Notwithstanding his high cha¬ 
racter, and his influence within these walls, he 
would not be supported by twenty members.”— 
“ The claim itself,” continued Fox, “ has been dis¬ 
avowed in another assembly, by an exalted per¬ 
sonage, in his brother’s name; so that truly to 
describe the case, the preamble of the bill must 
run thus: ‘Whereas the Prince of Wales has 
never claimed any right to the regency, it be¬ 
comes necessary for the peers and commons of 
England to declare that he has no right; and 
we therefore declare his royal highness sole regent 
of these kingdoms.’ ” 

After exhausting every argument suggested 
by reason, or furnished by history, to sustain his 
cause. Fox concluded with addressing to his rival 
the keenest personal animadversions. “ He ap¬ 
pears/’ said Fox, “ to have been so long in the 
possession of power, that he cannot endure to part 
with it from his grasp. Finding the whole au¬ 
thority entrusted by the constitution to the sove- 
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reign not too much for carrying on the govern¬ 
ment with vigour, he is determined to cripple 
his successors. What his motives can be for 
adopting such a line of conduct, I am igno¬ 
rant ; but if in this assembly there exists an 
ambitious individual who designs to throw the 
empire into confusion, he would pursue the path 
traced out by the minister.” Pitt was not of a 
temper to support such sarcasms without reply. 
He retorted them on his adversary in language of 
equal asperity; denominating his attack “ un¬ 
founded, arrogant, and presumptuous. I am 
charged,” continued he, “ with acting from a mis¬ 
chievous spirit of ambition, unable to support the 
idea of relinquishing power, and therefore dis¬ 
posed to envy or obstruct the credit of my suc¬ 
cessors. This house and the country will deter¬ 
mine what have been my motives throughout the 
whole of the present unfortunate crisis.” Fox 
having declared it to be the prince’s determination 
to call himself and his friends to power, “ It has 
been announced to-day,” observed Pitt, “ that the 
chiefs of opposition are to be the successors of 
the present administration. I know not on what 
authority this declaration is made; but we are 
obliged to him for the warning. Their principles 
are already well understood, and they furnish an 
irresistible reason for us deliberately to consider, 
what portion of the royal prerogatives should be 
entrusted to them during the present temporary 
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incapacity of the sovereign.” From the begin¬ 
ning down to the termination of the king’s ma¬ 
lady, Fox and Pitt always beheld it through op¬ 
posite mediums; the former regarding it as in¬ 
curable and permanent; the latter affecting to 
consider it as a mere attack of disease, neither 
uncommon nor alarming, however afflicting, and 
which would almost certainly yield to medical 
skill. 

I observed, that on the night of the 16th of 
December these two extraordinary individuals 
seemed by common consent to take the debate 
exclusively into their own hands. Yet among 
those members who actively participated in the 
discussion, there was one whose eloquence for¬ 
merly melted and animated, as his wit delighted, 
his hearers. I allude to Lord North, who, after 
having scarcely been seen within the walls of the 
house during the two last sessions, was now led 
down, blind and infirm, to express his perfect co¬ 
incidence in all Fox’s opinions. Seated near his 
former colleague, he rose at an early hour of the 
evening, and delivered himself with his accus¬ 
tomed ability; though without a ray of that 
humour which used to illuminate his most ordi¬ 
nary efforts. The time and the subject, it is true, 
did not favour such effusions ; but as Sir Thomas 
More jested on the scaffold, so Lord North knew 
how to temper with gaiety the gravest topics. 
Pitt finally moved three resolutions: the first, only 
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declaring that “ the king was unable to attend to 
public businessbut the second, maintaining it 
“ to be the right and duty of the two houses to 
provide the means of supplying the defect of the 
royal authority.” The third and last resolution, 
which was the most important, asserted it to be 
“ necessary that the peers and commons of Great 
Britain now assembled should determine on the 
means by which the royal assent might be given, 
in the name and on the behalf of the king, to 
such bill as might be passed by the two houses.” 
Lord North having moved that “ the chairman 
leave the chair,” a division took place at a very 
late hour, when only 204 members supported the 
motion, while it was negatived by 268. I made 
one of the 64 majority who voted with adminis¬ 
tration. It formed the first trial of numerical 
strength between the two contending parties. 
Lord North’s infirmities did not permit him to 
witness the conclusion of the debate. 

19 th December. —Fox being likewise incapaci¬ 
tated by severe indisposition from attending in his 
place when the house met again ; as soon as Colo¬ 
nel Fitzpatrick stated the fact, Pitt immediately 
consented to an adjournment till the following 
day. On that evening a long and desultory dis¬ 
cussion arose relative to the second resolution, 
moved by the chancellor of the exchequer. Sir 
Grey Cooper, in a speech full of historical analo¬ 
gies or precedents applicable to the actual position 
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of the country, laboured to prove that the Prince 
of Wales had, if not a right to assume the re¬ 
gency, yet such unquestionable pretensions to it as 
could not be rejected without alledging causes 
which would exclude him from the crown. 
Martin, a man whose recognized rectitude and 
independence of character gave weight to his ob¬ 
servations even when they were trite, coarse, or 
offensive, did not hesitate to compare the notifica¬ 
tion made by Fox of the prince’s intention to call 
new individuals to his councils, with Falstaff’s 
anticipation of the offices which he and his asso¬ 
ciates hoped to fill under Henry the Fifth after 
he should ascend the throne. Pitt’s high character 
and correct deportment protected him from similar 
attacks. Fox disdained to notice Martin’s allu¬ 
sion ; but Windham repelled it equally with the 
weapons of ridicule and of reason. Powis and 
Marsham both came forward, as did Dempster, 
with propositions or motions calculated to prevent 
the two contending heads of party from proceed¬ 
ing to extremities. Their efforts at producing 
conciliation proved wholly, ineffectual, and the 
house at length adjourned, after voting the second 
resolution without a division. 

It was against the third and last of these three 
resolutions that the adherents of the heir-apparent 
levelled the accumulated strength of their facul¬ 
ties; well knowing it to be the citadel of the minis¬ 
ter, within which he meditated to capitulate on 
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terms. They wished to force him to surrender 
without previously making conditions. In order 
to effect it, they moved “ to address the prince to 
lake on him the administration during his ma¬ 
jesty’s indisposition.” By such a mode of pro¬ 
ceeding, analogous to the conduct of the two 
houses towards the Prince of Orange in 1689, 
they truly observed that “ there would be a third 
estate; and the royal power would devolve on, or 
become vested in the individual who, from every 
motive, must be most deeply concerned in the 
preservation of the monarchy.” These were Fox’s 
own expressions. When that preliminary step 
was taken, then, and not till then, as they main¬ 
tained, was the proper moment arrived in which 
the two houses should present to the newly-elected 
regent the conditions, or limitations, on which his 
authority was confided to him. Of his acqui¬ 
escence in those restrictions, there could not arise, 
they said, the slightest doubt. 

Unquestionably, such would have been the most 
natural, simple, obvious, constitutional line of 
parliamentary conduct. But it did not suit the 
views of the minister ; nor perhaps would it be, 
he wisely thought, the safest measure for securing 
the king’s resumption of his power, whenever he 
might recover the use of his faculties. Pitt pre¬ 
ferred to treat with the Prince of Wales previous, 
and not subsequent, to his being declared regent. 
“ Who,” observed Pitt, “ can answer for his not 
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using the royal negative when the limitations are 
presented to him for his assent?” It was there¬ 
fore determined in the cabinet to create or erect 
a third estate, by empowering the chancellor to put 
the great seal to such bills as the two houses should 
pass; thus giving to them the form and force of 
law. Pitt, no doubt, would have wished that a 
man more accommodating than Lord Thurlow, as 
well as one on whose adherence he could more se¬ 
curely rely, had held the great seal: but the chan¬ 
cellor’s talents rendered him necessary; and the 
minister might say with the Duke of Venice, 

“ Men do their broken weapons rather use 
Than their bare hands.” 

22wd December .—As soon as the house of com¬ 
mons met, Burke attacked the ministerial propo¬ 
sition with that impetuous, classic, splendid elo¬ 
quence which frequently disdained the restraints 
of moderation, of reason, and almost of decorum. 
“ As little acquainted with the interior of Carlton 
House as of Buckingham House, I profess,” said 
he, “ only to deliver my sentiments in a manner 
becoming a simple citizen. The great seal, it 
appears, is to be affixed to a commission, robbing 
the executive power of its due function. A 
composition of wax and copper is to represent 
the sovereign. So preposterous a fiction merits 
only contempt and ridicule. I disclaim all alle¬ 
giance, I renounce all obedience to a king so 
formed. 1 worship the gods of our glorious con- 
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stitution, but I will not bow down before Pria- 
pus! ” Against the chancellor, Burke inveighed 
in the most personal terms. “ I approve not,” 
exclaimed he, “ of robbery, house-breaking, or 
any other felony. Yet is each of these crimes 
less inexcusable than law forgery. If the unfor¬ 
tunate monarch whom we all lament could know 
the proposition now agitated, he would no doubt 
cry out with Macbeth, 

* Upon my head they placed a fruitless crown, 

And put a barren sceptre in my gripe, 

Thence to be wrench’d with an unlineal hand. 

No son of mine succeeding/ 

‘ Restore me,’ he would add, * to my former state. 
Let me not behold a black-browed, phantom seated 
on my throne!’” Scott, the solicitor-general, op¬ 
posed to these shafts of oratorical declamation the 
arms of legal metaphysics; endeavouring, not 
without success, to demonstrate that the fiction 
of which Burke complained, and which he so 
loudly reprobated, was dictated and justified by 
necessity. Fox, who well knew how to appreciate 
talents, and who respected Scott’s abilities, which 
were of another order from those of Arden and 
of Macdonald, replied to him; putting out all the 
energies of his mind against an adversary so 
worthy of his exertions. With prodigious force 
of language, he placed in the strongest point of 
view the absurdity of making the two houses 
legislate , which act they were incapable of per¬ 
forming without the king. 
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“ It is however asserted,” continued Fox, “ in 
order to justify this monstrous act of usurpation, 
that though the king is incapable, yet the throne 
is full. Admitting such a solecism, what is the 
substitute which it is proposed to adopt? To 
appoint a person who is to give the royal assent 
to bills passed by the two houses. How is he to 
ascertain that assent ? Is he to repair to Kew for 
the purpose ? Human reason revolts at the suppo¬ 
sition. Can he exercise his own discretion ? No. 
To whom then can he apply ? To the two houses 
of parliament who created him. And thus shall 
we have a monster unknown in English history.” 

Pitt answered these objections with corre¬ 
sponding ingenuity, if not with solidity. In re¬ 
ply to his adversary’s denial that the two houses 
could in any case legislate without the co-opera¬ 
tion and consent of the crown, he adduced the 
revolution of 1688 itself. “ The two remaining 
branches of the legislature,” observed he, “ did 
what amounted to a legislative act in that crisis of 
the country. They resolved to settle the crown, 
not on the Prince of Orange, nor on the Princess 
his consort, but on both jointly; the royal autho¬ 
rity to be exercised only by him. Here it is evi¬ 
dent that whatever the necessity of the case re¬ 
quired, the lords and commons then did. So will 
they do now” 

In answer to Burke’s and Fox’s reproaches 
respecting the fiction of empowering the great 
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seal to give the royal assent to bills, “ It is this 
fiction" said Pitt, “ which has been so much tra¬ 
duced and ridiculed, that governs our judicial 
proceedings in all the courts of law, and protects 
our dearest rights, as well as property. It is the 
principle which assumes the political capacity of 
the king to be always entire. Certain legal forms 
are evidence of his will. Such is the act of affix¬ 
ing the great seal. The highest authority in the 
nation, is the great council of the nation; and if 
they think proper to signify the will of the sove¬ 
reign, there is no legalfiction .” Pitt concluded by 
applying these principles and facts to the actual 
state of the country; particularly as to the point 
of binding the Prince of Wales under certain 
conditions before the regency should be offered 
him. - “ When powers are once conferred,” ob¬ 
served he, “ who can say how they may be exer¬ 
cised ? The regent may fill the other house with 
new peers, while we are actually deliberating whe¬ 
ther that power shall, or shall not, be limited. The 
powers ought to be discussed while we possess 
the faculty of deliberation.” How far the minis¬ 
ter veiled his own ambition under the mantle 
of loyalty, and of zeal for the constitution, in 
adopting these maxims of conduct, may excite 
doubt: but we must admit their consummate 
prudence and policy, in whatever principle they 
originated. At the close of the debate, Pitt was 
supported by a still larger majority than on the 
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former discussion. Four hundred and twenty- 
nine members voted, of whom 251 followed him, 
while only 178 accompanied Fox into the lobby. 

2 6th December .—After two such triumphant 
divisions within the space of a few days, it still, 
remained to ascertain whether ministers would 
meet with a similar degree of support in the other 
house, where it was well known that they would 
be opposed by three princes of the blood. That 
assembly proceeding with more deliberate steps 
than the commons, did not come to the discus¬ 
sion of the regency till towards the last days of 
December. Lord Rawdon having moved “ to 
address the Prince of Wales, to take on him the 
executive government as sole regent,” Earl Cam¬ 
den replied, that however deeply he regretted the 
agitation of the question of right , nevertheless, as 
the doctrine had been once asserted, men’s minds 
must be set at rest respecting the point. But 
the most interesting circumstance of that even¬ 
ing’s debate, was the personal attendance of the 
Marquis of Lansdown. Since his resignation in 
1783, he rarely quitted his palace in Berkeley- 
square, or his retreat at Bow Wood, to attend his 
duty as a peer; and when he rose to speak, few 
persons knew into which scale he intended to 
throw his weight. With Pitt he maintained no 
political connexion; nor could he indeed contem¬ 
plate that minister as other than an intruder, who, 
availing himself of favourable circumstances, had 
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vaulted into his vacant office. The marguisate 
which had been subsequently conferred on him 
might gratify his pride, or console his vanity, but 
could make no compensation to his mortified 
ambition. Yet, on the other hand, if Pitt was a 
rival. Fox was an enemy. He, as well as Sheri¬ 
dan and Burke, had levelled the most severe re¬ 
flections on Lord Shelburne’s private and public 
character while at the head of the treasury. The 
spirit of party might nevertheless supersede all 
recollection of these injuries, and the moment was 
propitious for sacrificing antient enmities to ob¬ 
jects of personal interest, or of national consi¬ 
deration. 

In truth, the Marquis of Lansdown was not 
less eminently qualified for the minister of a great 
country than were either Pitt or Fox. Under 
many points of view, he was superior to the for¬ 
mer : in some, he excelled the latter. Far more 
affable, easy of access, and pleasing in his man¬ 
ners than Pitt, he surpassed even Fox in accurate 
knowledge of the European courts, and their po¬ 
licy or interests. In application to business, faci¬ 
lity of comprehension, and aptitude for affairs, he 
yielded to neither. George the Third considered 
him with much partiality, while he entertained 
no such personal attachment towards Pitt as he 
had felt for Lord Bute and for Lord North; and- 
he nourished a dislike allied to aversion for Fox. 
Thus gifted by nature, ambitious, eloquent, highly 
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informed, how happened it, we may naturally 
ask, that he only held his power for eight months, 
•and never could regain it? The answer is obvi¬ 
ous. Lord Lansdown laboured under various 
disqualifications, of which not the least heavy 
was the peerage. All our most eminent ministers 
since the reign of Queen Anne were members of 
the lower house. Walpole, Pelham, North, the 
first and the second Mr. Pitt, remained commoners 
during the whole time that they presided in or 
directed the councils of the crown. If the pre¬ 
sent Earl of Chatham had died between 1784 and 
1801, his decease, by transferring his brother from 
the treasury bench to a seat among peers and 
bishops, would have half extinguished him, not¬ 
withstanding all his talents. Pitt required the 
tumult, and the effervescence, and the animation 
of a popular assembly, to sustain his eloquence. 
They required his presence to confirm their ad¬ 
herence, and to justify their votes. Nor would 
Fox have suffered a less deep political eclipse 
during the same period of time, if death had 
carried off his nephew Lord Holland. At the 
present hour, in 1820, though Lord Liverpool 
occupies the head of the treasury, Lord Castle- 
xeagh manages the lower house, and may be re¬ 
garded as the efficient minister. Fox performed 
the same part in 1782, under the Marquis of 
Rockingham; in 1783, under the Duke of Port¬ 
land; and even in 1806, under Lord Grenville. 
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Such is the spirit and genius of the British con¬ 
stitution, which is essentially democratic, though 
tempered by monarchical and aristocratic insti¬ 
tutions. 

Lord Lansdown’s second defect proceeded from 
the want of that quality denominated in pugilistic 
language bottom; in other words, firmness. If he 
had possessed it in 1783, as Pitt exhibited it in 
1784, he might have maintained himself in office, 
notwithstanding the vote of censure carried by 
a small majority in the lower house against the 
recently concluded peace. Even Lord North dis¬ 
played far more firmness than the Earl of Shel¬ 
burne. During the three last years of his admi¬ 
nistration, from 1779 to 1782, he was many times 
left in a minority on questions of vital import¬ 
ance. Yet he did not resign; and he was ulti¬ 
mately swallowed up in the overwhelming cala¬ 
mities of the American war. Addington wanted 
almost every constituent quality of a great, an 
accomplished, or an able statesman. He was 
extinguished in May 1804; or rather, he disap¬ 
peared in an instant, without any adequate appa¬ 
rent cause, except Pitt’s impatience to re-occupy 
his former situation. It may indeed justly excite 
wonder that Addington should have remained 
above three years first minister of this country, 
during at least one half of which period we were 
contending for our existence against Napoleon. 
In no endowment of mind did he excel. His 
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eloquence was cold and spiritless, while of Con¬ 
tinental affairs he was supremely ignorant. Even 
in finance, he exhibited no resources. The last 
and greatest defect in Lord Lansdown’s intellec¬ 
tual composition was his reputed insincerity: a 
vice which, more than any other, brought Charles 
the First to the block. 

The sentiments expressed by the marquis on 
that evening would have done honour to any 
minister of any age. “ I wish, my lords,” said 
he, “ that the members of administration had 
come down at once with such a commission as 
the third resolution points out; and that, instead 
of now discussing the propriety of putting to it 
the great seal, it had been acted upon in the first 
instance. What impediment prevents the officers 
of the crown from issuing such a commission? 
They ought not to be deterred by hard words, 
denominating the act a jfiction." —“ The principles 
laid down at the revolution make the crown to 
be, not descendible property, like a pigstye or a 
laystall, but a descendible trust, for millions and 
ages yet unborn. I contend therefore, that the 
hereditary succession cannot be considered as a right. 
It is a mere political expedient, capable of being 
altered by the two houses. In cases of exigence, 
they have always been termed the legislature, in 
order to prevent the greatest of all possible evils, 
a disputed succession. This reasoning obviously 
applies with augmented force to the case of a 
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regent.” Could Lord Somers, or Algernon Syd¬ 
ney himself, devoted as he was to a republic, 
have more admirably defined our constitution ? 

There were other passages in Lord Lansdown’s 
speech of great beauty and sublimity. “ The peo¬ 
ple, my lords,” said the marquis, “ have rights. 
Kings and princes have none. The people want 
neither charters nor precedents to prove their 
rights; for they are bom with every man in 
every country, and exist in all countries alike, 
though in some they may have been lost. — I 
wish, therefore, that the question of right to ex¬ 
ercise the royal authority, which has been daimed 
and asserted, may be dedded; in order that those 
who suffer oppression under governments the 
most despotic may be taught their rights as men. 
They will then learn that though their rights are 
not, like ours, secured by precedents and charters, 
yet, as soon as they assert their rights, they must 
be acknowledged.” Neither Hampden nor Locke 
could have reclaimed for their countrymen, and 
for mankind, the blessing of tivil liberty, as their 
birthright, in language of greater energy, than do 
these expressions of Lord Lansdown. His men¬ 
tion of the Prince of Wales, and the encomiums 
that accompanied it, were, however, regarded as 
susceptible of a more doubtful interpretation. 

Let us suppose,” continued the marquis, “ that 
the present heir-apparent, instead of residing at 
Windsor, and exhibiting a model of affection 
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towards the sovereign; instead of doing the ho¬ 
nours of the country to foreigners, and raising 
the national character for polished manners; 
had been caballing away his time in the capital. 
Let us suppose that he had been intriguing with 
the army and the navy, cultivating his interests 
with foreign courts, or raising money to carry on 
his ambitious projects; thus attempting to enforce 
his claim, and to maintain his right, by undue 
means. Would not every man in the kingdom 
wish, if such had been the conduct of the prince, 
that the two houses of parliament should inter¬ 
pose, to exclude him from exercising the powers 
of regent, and appoint another to fill that office ?” 

The chancellor strongly supported Lord Lans- 
down’s arguments, while he bestowed eulogiums 
on the prince, which were thought to be more 
sincere than those of the marquis. In reply to 
Lord Loughborough’s assertions of the right 
which his royal highness possessed to exercise the 
regency, Thurlow demanded, “ What means the 
term of regent ? Where is it defined ? In what 
law book, or in what statute ? I have heard of 
protectors, guardians, and lords justices; but I 
know not where to look for the office and func¬ 
tions of a regent. To what end then address the 
prince to take on him a power the limits of 
which are not ascertained ?”— “ No man enter¬ 
tains a higher respect than myself,” continued he, 
** for that illustrious person. I wish as ardently 
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the advancement of his honour and interests, as 
those who affect more attachment to him. But I 
never will argue that he possesses any inherent 
right to the regency; or that, as heir-apparent, 
he can possess such a right. There might even 
arise Princes of Wales whose conduct would 
justify the two houses in setting them aside 
from the regency. It becomes, therefore, expe¬ 
dient that we should not abandon the power inhe¬ 
rent in us; nor, under the circumstances in which 
we are placed, fail to declare it to be our right." 

If the Prince of Wales did not escape some re¬ 
flections on the claim set up to the regency. Fox 
was treated with still more severity. The Earl of 
Abingdon, a nobleman of eccentric character, un¬ 
guarded, and who, like myself, was once commit-* 
ted to the King’s Bench prison for an act of im¬ 
prudence, pointed out the inconsistency of Fox’s 
conduct in alternately maintaining contradictory 
opinions. “ These, my lords,” exclaimed he, al¬ 
luding to the asserted right of the prince to as¬ 
sume the government, “ are the doctrines of the 
same man who, only a few years ago, meditated 
to pluck the crown from the king’s head. He 
calls himself a whig; and while he is in the act of 
erecting a monumental column to commemorate 
the glorious revolution, he is tearing up the very 
ground on which reposes that revolution.”—“ I 
assert that the right to model anew, or, if necessary, 
to alter the succession, vests solely and exclusively 1 
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in parliament. This, my lords, is revolution doc¬ 
trine; this is my doctrine, though I am not a 
member of the Whig Club, nor have I subscribed 
to the intended, politico-patriotic obelisk which is to 
be raised in Runnymead.” 

At a very late hour, when the division took 
place, only sixty-six peers supported Lord Raw- 
don’s motion, while ninety-nine negatived the pro¬ 
position. The Dukes of York and Cumberland 
voted in the minority; as the Duke of Glocester 
would have likewise done, if he had not been pre¬ 
vented from attending by severe indisposition. 
All the lords of the bedchamber, with the single 
exception of the Duke of Queensberry, adhered to 
government. Thirteen bishops, including the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, were likewise found on 
that side; three members of the episcopal bench 
voting with opposition. The Scottish peers ranged 
themselves, six with administration, seven on the 
other side. Among the latter noblemen, the 
Marquis of Lothian attracted severe animadver¬ 
sion by joining the prince’s party. He command¬ 
ed the first regiment of Life Guards, was con¬ 
stantly near the king’s person, and peculiarly ac¬ 
ceptable to him; though, like Colonel Fitzpa¬ 
trick, he was more fitted for that court of which 
Dryden says, 

“Whitehall the naked Venus first revealed ; 

There standing, as at Cyprus in her shrine, 

The strumpet was adored with rights divine,” 
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than for the correct drawing-room of George the 
Third. 

The Duke of Queensberry’s desertion produced* 
if possible, a stronger sensation than even Lord 
Lothian’s; the duke having been a lord of the 
bedchamber ever since the king’s accession, dur¬ 
ing eight-and-twenty years. Two motives led 
him to vote with opposition on that night: his 
great personal intimacy with and devotion to 
the heir-apparent, joined to his conviction that 
the sovereign had irrecoverably lost his mind. 
The prince and his brother Frederic passed much 
of their time with the duke, at his residence in 
Piccadilly, principally at table; where plentiful 
draughts of champagne went round to the suc¬ 
cess of the approaching regency. Dr. Warren 
confirmed the duke’s wavering faith in the hope¬ 
less condition of the king. Not many weeks 
subsequent to his majesty’s seizure, before the 
dose of November, the duke, desirous of forming 
his opinion, if possible, on solid grounds, drove 
to Windsor. His enquiries were soldy directed 
to ascertain the probability of the king’s recovery. 
The person to whom he particularly applied, an 
intimate friend of mine, gave him such strong 
reasons for believing it neither improbable nor 
remote, that he would have acquiesced in thou. 
But Warren entering the apartment, and being 
informed of the object of the duke’s visit, led 
him to a window, where they held a long con- 
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versation in a subdued tone of voice. The result 
was, that the duke, fully persuaded of the despe¬ 
rate nature of the malady, determined to join and 
to vote with the Prince. 

27 th —31*/ December .—The year now drew to 
its termination. Pitt, sustained by large majori¬ 
ties on two divisions in the house of commons, 
and on one division in the house of peers, already 
prepared to lay before the Prince of Wales the 
conditions on which the king’s confidential ser¬ 
vants intended to propose to parliament, that he 
should be invited and empowered to exercise the 
royal authority during his majesty’s illness. No 
apparent amelioration had as yet taken place in 
the disorder with which he was afflicted; but 
Willis’s long experience and attentive observa¬ 
tion enabled him confidently to hold out expec¬ 
tations to the queen and to the ministers, that 
a complete restoration of his mind would ensue 
at no remote period. Warren as positively main¬ 
tained the contrary opinion. The former physi¬ 
cian obtained most credence at St. James’s and at 
Kew; the latter, at Carlton and at Devonshire 
Houses. If the first was believed by the dub at 
White's, the second was trusted at Brookes’s. 
The house of commons attempted to meet on the 
29th of the month, and Cornwall, the Speaker, 
though much indisposed, attended; but the num¬ 
ber of members necessary for placing him in the 
chair not having arrived at four, no business 
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could be transacted. On the subsequent day, 
illness incapacitated the Speaker from appearing, 
and he never again entered within those walls. 
His death took place early in 1789; an event 
which added to the embarrassments of parlia¬ 
ment and of the nation. The season was ren¬ 
dered more melancholy by the severity of the 
weather, which during successive weeks buried 
the capital in snow. Under these gloomy physi¬ 
cal and political circumstances terminated the year 
1788. 
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ljf January. -The first event which arrested 
attention at the commencement of the new year, 
was the death of Lord Grantley. He had occupied 
a conspicuous place under the reign of George 
the Third, and was considerably advanced beyond 
seventy at the time of his decease. After passing 
successively through the posts of solicitor and of 
attorney-general, Sir Fletcher Norton was placed 
in the Speaker’s chair of the house of commons, 
by Lord North, early in 1770, on the demise of 
Sir John Cust; whose portrait, as drawn by 
Wilkes, conveys the meanest idea of his ability to 
fill the office. By the same minister, Norton was 
displaced in 1780; and I formed one of the majo¬ 
rity on the occasion. Yet, though thus deprived, 
after ten years’ service, of an employment which 
usually or invariably conducts among us to the 
peerage, he had the good fortune to enter the 
upper house within eighteen months subsequent 
to his exclusion from the chair: — a circumstance 
for which he was however more indebted to Lord 
Shelburne, than to the Marquis of Rockingham. 
.The last-mentioned nobleman, who only surviv¬ 
ed about twelve weeks Sir Fletcher’s elevation, 
would never have compelled the king to confer 
on him that dignity, if his majesty, at the Earl of 
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Shelburne’s solicitation, had not created Dunning 
a peer. Lord Grantley was a bold, able, and elo¬ 
quent, but not a popular pleader. Junius treats 
him with great severity. “ This,” says he, ** is the 
very lawyer described by Ben Jonson,” who 

“ Gives forked council; takes provoking gold 
On either hand, and puts it up. 

So wise, so grave, of so perplex’d a tongue, 

And loud withal, that would not wag, nor scarce 
Lye still, without a fee.” 

Acting constantly with opposition, he would have 
formed one of the minority in the house of peers 
on the division of the 26th of December, if he 
had not been prevented by illness. Cornwall, his 
successor in the Speaker’s chair, followed him on 
the ensuing day, only surviving him about twen¬ 
ty-four hours; thus presenting to the metropolis 
the singular spectacle of two successive Speakers 
of the house of commons dying on two successive 
days. Under George the First, in 1720, London 
had witnessed two secretaries of state. Lord Stan¬ 
hope and Mr. Craggs, lying dead at the same 
time. As Lord Grantley held the office of chief 
justice in eyre south of Trent, so Cornwall was 
possessed of the same office north of Trent. Both 
these lucrative sinecures were bestowed by Pitt, 
some months afterwards; the former on his bro¬ 
ther’s father-in-law. Lord Sydney ; while with the 
other he gratified his friend John Charles Villiers. 
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2nd — 5th January .—Never was any man in 
public situation less regretted, or sooner forgot* 
ten, than Cornwall! His death being notified on 
the same day, by Hatsell, the first clerk, to a large 
assemblage of members who crowded down to the 
house as soon as the intelligence of the Speaker’s 
decease was announced; Rose, acting as minister 
in Pitt’s absence, moved and carried an immedi¬ 
ate adjournment. On the ensuing Monday, being 
the 5th of the month, the Earl of Euston, Pitt’s 
colleague for the University of Cambridge, pro¬ 
posed Mr. William Wyndham Grenville to sup¬ 
ply the vacant chair. Pulteney seconded the mo¬ 
tion ; observing, after the customary encomiums 
on Mr. Grenville, that “ he possessed an hereditary 
claim to the favour of the house, as the guardian 
of their privileges; which he had contributed to 
fortify by his judicious alteration of his father’s 
bill the Grenville Act for trying contested elec¬ 
tions. On the other side. Sir Gilbert Elliot was 
started against the ministerial candidate. Neither 
the chancellor of the exchequer, nor Fox, took 
any part in the debate, which was short, and con¬ 
ducted on both sides with great moderation ; but 
I believe not a word of regret, or even of approba¬ 
tion, was expressed for the character and services 
of the deceased Speaker, from any part of the 
house. • In truth, he little deserved such recogni¬ 
tions of his official merit. The division formed a 
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test of the respective strength of the two parties. 
Grenville carried it by a majority of seventy-one, 
only 359 members voting, so that near two hun¬ 
dred were absent. The new Speaker was probably 
the youngest man who had attained since the 
reign of Edward the Third to so honourable an 
eminence, having scarcely accomplished his twen¬ 
ty-ninth year. This proof of ministerial influ¬ 
ence being exhibited, the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer announced that on the following day he 
should open to the house the restrictions which 
he intended to propose as necessary to be annexed 
to the office of regent. 

I have already stated, that Pitt having estab¬ 
lished, by the votes of both houses, the principle 
of the right inherent in them to confer the regen¬ 
cy, in contradiction to Fox’s and Lord Loughbo¬ 
rough’s assertion of the Prince of Wales’s right to 
assume the regency, was now about to address his 
royal highness on the subject. He fulfilled that 
intention a very short time before the close of the 
year 1788. His letter was brief, if we consider 
the important nature of its contents; but free 
from all ambiguity, and respectful, without any 
mixture of unbecoming submission. It enume¬ 
rated the leading restraints proposed to be laid on 
the future regent:—restraints unquestionably 
severe, if they had been calculated for duration-; 
but Pitt expressly added, that “ they were formed 
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on the supposition that his majesty’s illness would 
be only temporary.” The prince, if he had chosen 
to adopt for his guidance the same assumption; 
and if, acting in conformity to it, he would only 
have allowed the existing government to remain 
untouched till it could be ascertained whether 
Warren or Willis was best founded in his conjec¬ 
tures ; might have avoided all collision with the 
administration. Three or four months would 
have sufficed to make the experiment. A patriot 
heir-apparent would have so acted. Patriot ad¬ 
visers would have so counselled him. Or, if those 
words have no prototypes, — if patriot kings and 
ministers never existed except in the writings of 
Lord Bolingbroke; yet, wise, decorous, judicious 
counsellors would not have consented to take 
office till the lapse of a few weeks had enabled 
them to form some solid opinion respecting the 
continuance, or the cessation, of the king’s malady.' 
The gratitude and the approbation of the country 
would have repaid them for their delay in taking 
possession of power. Nay more, as soon as parlia¬ 
ment and the nation had been convinced that no 
reasonable prospect presented itself of the full re* 
storation of the royal faculties, they would have 
forced ministers to confer the prerogatives of the 
sovereign on his representative, without limits 
tions. It was the belief, or at least it was the 
hope and wish generally cherished, of the king’s 
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speedy recovery, that justified the chancellor of 
the exchequer in laying down restrictions, and 
enabled him to carry them in parliament. 

The prince’s answer to Pitt’s letter was long, 
when compared with that of the minister. Con¬ 
cealed resentment, or rather, half-suppressed indig¬ 
nation, pervaded every line. Its composition was 
attributed to Fox, approved by Lord Loughbo¬ 
rough, and if considered merely as a production 
of the pen, might merit praise. But, instead of 
accepting cheerfully the limited powers offered by 
ministers, and acquiescing in their supposition 
that a few weeks or months would replace his 
father in the exercise of his functions, the prince 
saw only “ the weakness, disorder, and insecurity, 
that would pervade every branch of the adminis¬ 
tration.” He beheld the sovereign consigned 
to a perpetual strait waistcoat, while Pitt confi¬ 
dently anticipated his resumption of the sceptre. 
He complained that “a plan should be offered 
to his consideration, by which government must 
be rendered difficult, if not impracticable, in his 
hands.” He stigmatized it as “ a project for <&• 
viding the royal family from each other.” He 
denominated it “ a scheme for disconnecting the 
authority to ^ommand service, from the power of 
animating it by reward; and for allotting to 
him all the invidious duties of government, with¬ 
out the means of softening them to the public by 
any one act of grace, favour, or benignity.” 
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. Yet, after thus strongly censuring, and almost 
criminating the fabricators of such a proposition, 
he finally consented to accept “ the painful trust 
imposed on him,” from considerations of a public 
nature. His letter was dated from Carlton 
House, on the 2nd of January. It may perhaps 
excite surprize that Fox should not himself have 
advised the prince to retain Pitt and the other 
ministers in office for two or three months, rather 
than seize on a government thus curtailed, the 
tenure of which was so precarious. But ambi¬ 
tion, sharpened and impelled by poverty, could 
not listen to reason. Fox was already forty: 
Burke verged towards sixty. Neither the one, 
nor the other, possessed the means of comfortable 
independent subsistence. If mice installed in 
office, they trusted to events, and to their own 
ability, for prolonging the duration of their power. 
Nor is it possible to assert that, putting public 
opinion out of the question, they reasoned on fal¬ 
lacious grounds. If the prince had been declared 
regent, and proceeded to exercise his authority, 
who can pretend to say what events might have 
taken place? It opens a wide field of specula¬ 
tion, on which I do not think proper to enter, for 
many reasons. 

. 6th January. —Meanwhile, the state of the king 
became a subject of the most anxious contempla¬ 
tion. He had already remained during a period 
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of nearly ten weeks wholly deprived of reason, 
subjected at times to the most coercive treatment 
which it is necessary to use towards individuals 
in his calamitous situation. Many persons, eveii 
among those who most ardently desired his reco¬ 
very, yet began to consider it as very doubtful. 
Every additional day seemed to diminish its pro¬ 
bability; and the operation of that fact on the 
members of both houses who had hitherto sup¬ 
ported administration, might be most injuriously 
felt, unless some favourable symptoms speedily 
manifested themselves. Willis, who displayed 
great professional skill in his treatment of the 
royal patient, invariably and confidently predict¬ 
ed the complete restoration of his intellect But 
these assurances made little impression on the 
public mind. In every demand compatible with 
propriety, Willis indulged him. During one of 
his tranquil intervals, about this time, the king 
desired that a volume of Shakspeare’s plays might 
be brought to him. Willis ordered it to be put 
into his hands, without previously adverting to 
the contents. It contained, among other tragedies, 
“ King Lear.” His insanity too, like that of Lear; 
exhibited all the characteristics of royal lunacy. 
He still felt and expressed himself as a sovereign, 
retaining a perfect consciousness of who he was, 
even amidst his privation of all intelligence. On 
or about the last day of December 1788, some 
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circumstances occurred in his malady, which, 
though unobserved by the other medical attend¬ 
ants, or not considered as forming grounds of 
hope, yet emboldened Willis to communicate 
them to the chancellor, with the gratifying assur* 
ance that he regarded them in a most favourable 
point of view. He added at the same time, that 
he did not expect the recovery to be near at hand. 
The information thus given, Lord Thurlow men¬ 
tioned on the following day, when addressing the 
Duke of Norfolk in the house of peers, without 
however expressly naming Dr. Willis as his au¬ 
thority. Nevertheless, such an allusion, coming 
from so high a quarter, did not fail to produce a 
corresponding sensation throughout the metropo¬ 
lis, and operated as a support to ministers. 

In order to counteract that impression, the 
leaders of opposition determined, if possible, to set 
on foot a new examination of the physicians; 
hoping that the result would tend to invalidate, 
if not wholly to overturn, Willis’s prognostics. 
But, as a motion for the purpose would come with 
more effect from a country gentleman of inde¬ 
pendent character and fortune than from Fox or 
Sheridan, Mr. Loveden undertook to bring it be¬ 
fore the house. I knew him well, and I believe 
he is still alive at the present time in March 1820 , 
though far advanced in life. He represented the 
borough of Abingdon in the county of Berks, near 
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which place he possessed a fine landed property. 
His figure, manners, and address, all bespoke a sub¬ 
stantial yeoman, rather than a person of education 
and condition: but he did not want plain common 
sense, nor language in which to cloathe his ideas. 
He, such as I have described him, starting up 
unexpectedly, as the chancellor of the exchequer 
was preparing to open, in a most crowded house, 
the nature of the restrictions intended to be an¬ 
nexed to the regency, drew attention from the 
singularity of his interposition at such a moment: 
for I believe he had never, or scarcely ever, be¬ 
fore risen to speak in that assembly. Com¬ 
mencing by a declaration that he was 

“ Nullius addictus jurare in verba magistri,” 

though he had voted with the minority on one, 
and, I believe, on both the divisions of the 16th 
and of the 22nd of December; he proceeded to 
observe, that before the terms on which the re¬ 
gency should be conferred became matter of dis¬ 
cussion, it imported to know accurately the pre¬ 
sent state of his majesty’s health. A month having 
elapsed since the last report of the physicians, the 
house ought to be informed whether subsequently 
the probability of a recovery had encreased or 
diminished, as rumours of a contradictory nature 
were circulated. Limitations of the regent’s 
power might, he added, be proper to a certain 
extent, if the suspension of the royal authority 
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should prove merely temporary ; but such a pro¬ 
position would be very differently received, if 
little expectation existed of his majesty’s restora¬ 
tion to reason. Finally, be moved to re-examine 
the physicians, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether “ the present symptoms afforded ground 
to hope for the king’s speedy recovery.” 

Pitt, thus taken by surprize, exhibited, as he 
always did when pressed on any occasion of mag¬ 
nitude or difficulty, that calm, collected, ’prompt, 
sound judgment, which distinguished him from 
Fox throughout his political life. He opposed 
Loveden’s motion as unnecessary; all the physi¬ 
cians concurring in the probability of the king’s 
recovery; and expressed his great anxiety to 
restore the government, with as little delay as 
possible, to a state of energy and effect. Fox, 
while he concurred with the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer in the concluding sentiment, nevertheless 
urged the propriety of re-examining the physi¬ 
cians, because four weeks had elapsed without 
any alteration whatever in his majesty’s health. 
The declaration made by Lord Thurlow in the 
other house, he censured in strong terms, as un¬ 
substantiated by evidence or facts; and therefore 
as only calculated, by holding out fallacious hopes, 
to gain votes. Burke did not limit himself to 
these remarks, but gave the reins to his irritable 
temper. Having congratulated the house on the 

s 2 
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minister’s declaration that he wished to restore 
energy and effect to the government, Burke ob¬ 
served that “ those expressions ought to be real¬ 
ized ; not to set up a maimed, crippled, and im¬ 
potent mockery of government.” Then diverging 
to the state of the sovereign’s malady, he pro¬ 
ceeded to read from the examination of one of 
the physicians, who had been examined before the 
committee of the house of peers, some answers 
which were unfavourable to the expectation of 
his majesty’s recovery. Perceiving that the cita¬ 
tions thus made excited marks of disapprobation 
from the ministerial benches, he burst into one 
of those transports of classic rage in which he 
frequently indulged. “ It is,” exclaimed he, “ the 
duty of those who sit opposite, to pay due atten¬ 
tion to the opinions delivered respecting the king’s 
state, before they cut and carve the government 
as they would a carrion carcase for hounds, in¬ 
stead of immolating it as a sacrifice to the gods!” 

George Vansittart, member for the county of 
Berks, (whose seat of Bisham Abbey lay in 
the vicinity of Windsor; who had always re¬ 
ceived distinguishing marks of royal regard, and 
whose sister had performed no ordinary part in 
the household of the late Princess Dowager of 
Wales;)—this gentleman asking across the floor to 
be informed of the physician’s name whose opinion 
Burke had read, he answered that it was the exami- 
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nation of Dr. Warren. A loud cry arising among 
the friends of administration at the mention of a 
person regarded as so partial to the heir-apparent, 
Burke renewed a second time his exclamations. 
“ Were their projects so soon ripe,” he demanded, 
“ that they ventured already to disclose their sen¬ 
timents; meaning to construct a miserable ma¬ 
chine of mutilated government on a foundation 
of falsehood, of fraud, and of calumny ? Were 
they about to rob the first physician in England 
of his character?” Lord North, who was pre¬ 
sent, and seated near Burke, mindful of his for¬ 
mer obligations to Warren, rose likewise, in or¬ 
der to do justice to his moral qualities and inte¬ 
grity, no less than to his medical skill; which he 
did in terms of high encomium. On the other 
hand, Pitt proved from Warren’s own admission 
while on his examination, that however recogniz¬ 
ed might be his professional ability, yet, in the 
particular disorder under which his majesty suf¬ 
fered, his skill was comparatively little, as he 
owned that he always thought it necessary to 
call in others, to supply his own want of experi¬ 
ence in that line of practice. Adverting next to 
Burke’s violence, Pitt expressed his concern at 
the injury which such warmth must produce to 
Burke himself, “ as it seemed to arisefrom his enter¬ 
taining wishes unlike those felt by the rest of the 
house.” Finally, he admitted that after the asser- 
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tions which had been made, and the inferences 
which had been drawn, in the progress of the 
evening's debate, he found himself reduced to 
agree to a further enquiry. He hoped, however, 
that it might be terminated in a day or two, and 
he should therefore make no opposition to the 
appointment of a select committee for the purpose. 

Burke now starting up a third time, attacked 
Pitt in the most personal manner. “ I am neces¬ 
sitated,” cried he, “ to repel a malignant and un¬ 
merited imputation. When I fly from enquiry, 
then let the minister aim at me his envenomed 
shafts.”—•“ If a difference of opinion exists among 
his majesty’s medical attendants, why is not Dr. 
Munro called to give his advice? The keeper of 
one madhouse ought to be set against the keeper 
of another, and by their collision we shall arrive 
at the truth. Let the keeper of a madhouse with 
only thirty patients be opposed to one who has 
three hundred under his care! Thus will the 
house attain complete intelligence.” Fox express¬ 
ed himself with equal animation, but with more 
self-command. While he let loose his indigna¬ 
tion at the motive attributed by the chancellor of 
the exchequer to Burke, Fox did not the less 
cloathe his emotions in measured language. Re¬ 
lative to the king, he declared that he had not the 
least doubt of the hopelessness of the case. Such 
was then indeed, I believe, the general opinion. 
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The debate being terminated, Pitt moved for the 
appointment of a committee “to examine anew 
the physicians.” But Sheridan, not satisfied with 
those words, attempting to substitute others of a 
more comprehensive import, giving powers to the 
committee “to send for persons and papers, as 
well as to enquire into the probability of the 
king’s speedy recovery,” a division took place. 
Administration, on this trial of strength, fully 
sustained, and even exceeded, its former numbers; 
carrying the question by a majority of eighty, in 
a very full house, where four hundred and sixty- 
two members voted. 

7th —13 th January .—In consequence of Pitt’s 
compliance with the object of Loveden’s motion, 
the deliberations and proceedings of both houses 
of parliament became suspended during ten days. 
The prince’s adherents, in thus supporting a new 
enquiry respecting the king’s state, hoped to prove 
two points;—first, the augmenting improbability 
of his complete recovery; and next, that the pro¬ 
bability of such an event became diminished from 
day to day, by the duration of his malady. If 
a general impression of these facts could once be 
established, they well knew that Pitt’s majority 
would be sapped at its foundation. That ma¬ 
jority, it appeared from the results of three suc¬ 
cessive divisions in the house of commons on the 
late questions, might be calculated at from sixty 
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to seventy ; above the former but, below the latter 
number. Consequently, thirty-jive members pass¬ 
ing over from the ministerial side, to the other 
party, would give his royal highness the com¬ 
mand of the assembly. In the upper house, the 
administration had indeed been supported, on the 
only division which had as yet taken place there, by 
by ninety-nine peers, while their opponents could 
only reckon sixty-six. But Pitt’s superiority of 
numbers, on which he could rely, might be estimat¬ 
ed under thirty. Fifteen votes therefore withdrawn 
from government, and added to the opposition, 
might turn the scale. The lords of the bedchamber 
alone, eleven of whom had supported ministers on 
the 26th of December, if joined by three or four 
bishops, would suffice to overturn all Pitt’s ma¬ 
chinery. But, on the other hand. Fox and Lord 
Loughborough never seemed to recollect that the 
operation of time might save, as well as destroy, 
the minister. By preferring the claim of the heir- 
apparent to assume the regency, they had already 
lost almost a month. They now set on foot a new 
examination of the physicians, instead of propell¬ 
ing the election of a regent. Pitt was thus saved 
by his opponents. 

Let us suppose that they had adopted opposite 
principles, had avoided every possible subject of 
contest or delay, simply accepting the regency as 
the donation of the two houses; and however 
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they might condemn or lament the restrictions 
imposed on the prince, yet had advised him cheer¬ 
fully to submit to them, making ministers respon¬ 
sible for any inefficiency of the new government. 
If Fox had so acted, he would have speedily 
placed the heir-apparent in the regent’s chair, 
invested with the insignia of royal power. A 
new administration would have been formed on 
the basis of the coalition of 1783, with some vari¬ 
ations; Lord Stormont succeeding Lord North 
as secretary for the home department, and the 
great seal being virtually entrusted to Wedder- 
bum, as first commissioner. The newly-installed 
regent would have opened the session with the 
accustomed forms. Lord Loughborough occupy¬ 
ing the woolsack. In the other house. Fox and 
Burke would have addressed an audience always 
favourably disposed towards the individuals speak¬ 
ing from the treasury bench: while Pitt and 
Dundas, removed to another quarter of the as¬ 
sembly, must have experienced the chilling in¬ 
fluence of departed power. Ireland would have 
been placed under the absolute dominion of the 
new government. Such must have been the cir¬ 
cumstances under which the royal Epimenides 
would have awoke in February. Might not the 
very consciousness of his son’s being actually 
regent, and the information that his first act of 
authority was to displace the ministers, have 
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tended to plunge the king’s mind into new dis¬ 
order? Is it quite certain that, after having 
been declared a lunatic by both houses of parlia- 
liament,—a fact which must have been commu¬ 
nicated to every European sovereign, by the Bri¬ 
tish envoys at their respective courts,—George 
the Third would have resumed the functions of 
government ? I know that he said to a nobleman 
who enjoyed much of his confidence,—I mean, 
the late Lord Walsingham,—who related it to 
me: “ If a regency had been established, I would 
not have come forward to overturn it.” And 
though I make no question that his repugnance 
on that point would have been easily surmount¬ 
ed ;—(for be loved power, and the exercise of it; 
—he was no voluptuary, nor votary of letters, 
who would have been content with a splendid re¬ 
tirement at Windsor, while his son governed ;)— 
yet, if the Prince of Wales had once occupied his 
vacant seat, it might not have been easy to re¬ 
store things to their former situation. 

While the select committee, to the number of 
twenty-one,—where Pitt presided as chairman, and 
of which Burke, Sheridan, and other opposition 
leaders, were members,—remained in constant ex¬ 
amination of the physicians; the two parties ex¬ 
erted their utmost efforts, the one to retain, and 
the other to augment, their respective adherents. 
Female auxiliaries were called into play on both 
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sides. The Duchess of Devonshire, whose blan¬ 
dishments had so eminently conduced to Fox’s 
success as representative for Westminster in 1784 , 
renewed her powerful applications in favour of 
the heir-apparent. Pitt and Dundas opposed to 
her the Duchess of Gordon. Far inferior to her 
rival in feminine graces, in accomplishments of 
mind, and in elegance of manners, the last-men¬ 
tioned duchess possessed qualities not less useful, 
—pertinacity which no obstacles could shake, mas¬ 
culine importunity, emancipation from ordinary 
forms,—propelled by the hope of place, and by 
views of interest. Surrounded by five daughters, 
three of whom were already marriageable, their 
establishment in life occupied all her thoughts. 
Inhabiting at the time the splendid mansion be¬ 
longing to the Marquis of Buckingham in Pall 
Mall, she there assembled on evenings a crowd of 
the most distinguished persons of both sexes, 
composed mostly of those attached to adminis¬ 
tration. I was one of the number. She even 
acted as a whipper-in of ministers. Confiding in 
her rank, her sex, and personal attractions, she 
ventured to send for members of parliament; to 
question, to remonstrate, and to use every means 
for confirming their adherence to government. 
The duke, her husband, who wanted her energy 
of character, did not on that account derive less 
benefit from her exertions. He received in due 
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time the great seal of Scotland as his remunera¬ 
tion ; while Lord William Gordon, his brother, 
vice-admiral of the same kingdom, had long been 
made deputy ranger of St. James’s and of Hyde 
Parks,—one of the most enviable sinecures in the 
gift of the crown. 

The Prince of Wales and Duke of York, on 
the other hand, brought into action more solid 
and substantial means of seduction than female 
charms or solicitations. About this time, dinners 
began to be given at Carlton House on the Satur¬ 
day and Sunday of every week; to which enter¬ 
tainments, thirty or more members, composed of 
both houses, were usually invited, and at which 
their royal highnesses presided in person. Wine, 
attentions, and promises 'were not spared. Go¬ 
vernments, regiments, offices, preferments, titles, 
held out in prospect, retained the wavering, and 
allured the credulous or the discontented. Pri¬ 
vate negotiations were likewise set on foot in 
order to gain over the supporters of government. 
A man of high rank made me propositions of that 
nature. But the object which he had in view 
extended much beyond my single vote. The no¬ 
bleman to whom I allude, the late Earl of Cler¬ 
mont, well knew that the Duke of Dorset, then 
our embassador at the court of France, maintain¬ 
ed with me a most unreserved correspondence. 
Through me, they hoped to reach him, who like- 
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wise brought in two members for the borough of 
East Grinstead. I consented to lay before the 
duke his royal highness’s offers, which were of 
the most flattering nature, leaving him to ap¬ 
preciate them as he might think that they de¬ 
served. In his reply to me, he expressed a grate¬ 
ful sense of the prince’s intentions; adding, how¬ 
ever, at the same time, his determination to take 
no political step whatever without his unde the 
Marquis of Stafford’s participation and approval. 
His answer terminated the negotiation, or rather, 
overture. The kingdom at large unquestionably 
gave its sanction to ministers. So did the city of 
London: but in Westminster, Fox’s party predo¬ 
minated. Such was the aspect of public affairs 
towards the middle of the month of January. 

13 th January .—At length, after a week of in¬ 
cessant labour, Pitt, as chairman of the committee 
for re-examining the physicians, appeared at the 
bar of the house, holding in his hand the report. 
But scarcely had he brought it up, when Burke 
moved for its re-commitment, arraigned the con¬ 
duct of the committee, and accused them of un¬ 
faithfully discharging their duty. “Why,” he 
exclaimed, “ had not the surgeons, apothecaries, 
and others, who had attended on his majesty, 
been summoned before them to give evidence ? 
There were, moreover, additional grounds of com¬ 
plaint ; consisting in the omission or concealment 
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of many circumstances necessary for forming a 
just estimate of the king’s state, and the probabi¬ 
lity of his cure.” Against Willis, Burke directed 
the most acrimonious remarks; averring that, in 
his own opinion, and he believed, in the opinion of 
other members of the committee, “ his majesty's 
life was not safe in such hands He added, how¬ 
ever: “ I do not mean to impute bad intentions to 
any individual. It is of the rashness of those to 
whom the care of his royal person is entrusted 
that I complain.” Pitt treated with some degree 
of levity, not to say of ridicule, these charges. 
“ The house,” he said, “ would not probably think 
the enquiry had been improperly narrowed, when 
the bulk of the report laid on the table, consisting 
of nearly four hundred folio pages, was duly con¬ 
sidered. Every one of the physicians had under¬ 
gone the most rigorous, as well as repeated ex¬ 
aminations.” Relative to the accusation of the 
king’s life not being safe in such hands, "it 
arises,” continued Pitt, " from the fact having 
been disclosed and avowed, that Dr. Willis had 
trusted a razor in his majesty’s hand;” an ex¬ 
periment which Willis justified by reasons found¬ 
ed on his long experience, and knowledge of the 
disorder. Windham attempted to sustain Burke; 
but they did not venture to divide on the motion 
for re-committing the report. It was therefore 
ordered to be printed, the 16th of the month 
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being fixed for taking into consideration the state 
of the nation. 

1 6 th January .—Never perhaps was greater and 
more general expectation excited than when the 
chancellor of the exchequer rose for the purpose 
of disclosing the conditions on which he proposed 
to offer the regency to the Prince of Wales! 
And never did that eloquent minister acquit him¬ 
self with more consummate ability than on the 
evening in question. Blending the details of every 
feature of his plan with admirable brevity, Pitt 
began by observing, that though the report re¬ 
cently laid on the table disclosed a vast mass of 
information on the subject of his majesty’s dis¬ 
order, yet, in his opinion, it afforded little 
new matter for deliberation ; and no grounds what¬ 
ever for impeaching the propriety and prudence 
of those measures which, ten days earlier, he had 
been prepared to submit for their consideration. 
He followed up this remark by another, applied 
personally to Fox, who had argued that the pro¬ 
bability of the king’s cure was diminished, be¬ 
cause a month had elapsed since the first inquiry, 
without any perceptible amelioration of his 
health: whereas, all the physicians, however di¬ 
vided they might be on other points, coincided in 
asserting that the ultimate cure rested precisely on 
the same foundation as it had done in December. 
Then discussing the depositions of the different 
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medical attendants, comparing and contrasting 
them, he endeavoured to impress a conviction 
that, at least in the opinion of two,—namely, Wil¬ 
lis and Sir Lucas Pepys,—there was an abatement 
of disorder, though as yet no resumption of reason. 
Finally, he entered into a defence of the queen, 
who had subjected herself to some animadversions, 
for having attempted, through the medium of the 
diurnal reports, or bulletins, to convey a more 
favourable impression of his majesty’s condition 
than was quite warranted by fact. 

Pitt next proceeded to repeat the principles and 
bases on which he had already proposed to invest 
the heir-apparent with a considerable portion of 
the royal authority. Yet, in so doing, he con¬ 
jured the house “ to provide only for the necessity 
of the case, not to exceed it; and, above all things, 
to recollect that they were not placing a king on 
the throne, but to bear in mind that the throne 
was full.” Having reasoned, with great historical 
knowledge of the subject, on the immutable dis¬ 
tinction between a monarch and a regent, he then 
enumerated the four principal restrictions neces¬ 
sary, as he conceived, to be imposed on the Prince 
of Wales. The first restrained him from granting 
peerages, except to his majesty’s sons, if they 
should previously have attained the age of twenty- 
one years. In order to impress the propriety of 
this regulation, as drawn from past experience. 
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•Pitt did not hesitate to urge “ the possibility of 
such another confederacy and cabal forming in the 
.state, as had attempted to overthrow the constitu¬ 
tion in 1783'.” “ They,” continued he, “ might offer 
advice to the regent of a nature which would pro¬ 
bably be rejected by the crown. Such a number 
of peers might in consequence be created as must 
greatly embarrass the sovereign in carrying on the 
government, whenever he shall be restored to 
health.” It cannot be denied that the danger here 
depictured was founded in reason. 

To the second restriction, by which the regent 
was prevented from bestowing annuities or patent 
places for life ; as well as to the third, which with¬ 
held from him all power over the king’s personal 
property; little or no objection could be urged. 
On the fourth and last restraint, by which the care 
of his majesty’s person was to be consigned to the 
queen, Pitt expatiated with more animation; 
“ it being,” he said, “ his intention to put the 
whole royal household under that princess’s au¬ 
thority, investing her with full powers to dismiss, 
or to appoint, at her pleasure.” Conscious that 
such an independent control placed her in a sort of 
opposition to her son, and might even lead to col¬ 
lision between them, the minister entered into 
tome justification of its principle. In language of 
energy, he depictured the emotions which must 
painfully rend the bosom of the king, when 

VOL. III. T 
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“ waking from his trance of reason, and asking for 
his usual attendants, if he should be told that his 
subjects, taking advantage of his temporary pri¬ 
vation of intellect, had dismissed and changed 
them.” 

Having thus enumerated the restraints which 
he was desirous of imposing on the future regent, 
Pitt candidly admitted that a retinue adequate to 
his high station ought to be provided for him by 
parliament. Before the minister concluded, he 
stated likewise his intention of proposing a council 
for her majesty, to the members of which body 
she might have recourse in cases of difficulty; 
limited, however, to the power of merely offering 
her their advice. Neither Fox nor Burke rose to 
answer him. They well knew how much more 
forcibly the house would be affected by the ap¬ 
peal of a county member, who united inde¬ 
pendence of mind to distinguished talents, than 
by any display of oratory or eloquence. Powis 
combined in himself all those qualities. Almost 
every feature of the proposed plan he held up to 
condemnation, as “ a monstrous fabric, calculated 
to mutilate and dismember the constitutional pre¬ 
rogatives entrusted to the crown.—Gracious Hea¬ 
ven !* exclaimed Powis, “ is it necessary that the 
government should be entirely new-modelled? 
Are the regal rights inherent in the person of his 
majesty ? Or, are they not annexed to the kingly 
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office ? Has the heir-apparent acted unbecomingly 
during his father’s illness ? Has he attempted by 
cabal or intrigues to wrest from the king his 
sceptre ? Has he been guilty of the crime of trea¬ 
son ? ” “ It is asserted that he may have bad ad¬ 
visers. May not the queen too have bad advisers ? 
The country will regard their conduct with pecu¬ 
liar jealousy.” “ I consider these resolutions ,” pur¬ 
sued he, “ as likely to excite animosities, not only 
throughout the kingdom, but in the royal family, 
and to arm the mother against her son. I regard 
them as equally subversive of the constitution 
with the East India Bill of 1783 ; and as I cannot 
consent to parcel out the prerogatives of the Bri¬ 
tish crown at the pleasure of an individual, I will 
move an amendment” 

Lord North and Sheridan both attacked the 
minister; the former, with the arms of reason, 
exemplified and illustrated by appeals to history. 
Sheridan called in as auxiliaries not only his cha¬ 
racteristic weapons of wit and ridicule, but he pre¬ 
ferred personal accusations against Pitt. Lord 
North depictured with force the calamities that 
would infallibly arise from a violation of the con¬ 
stitution. Sheridan charged the chancellor of the 
exchequer with duplicity, arrogance, and ca¬ 
lumny ; repelling with scorn all the imputations 
which he had thrown on the coalition administration . 
After holding up Dr. Willis to universal reproba- 

t 2 
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tion, as an empiric, if not as an impostor, on ac¬ 
count of the favourable symptoms which he pre¬ 
tended to have discovered in the king’s malady; 
(every one of which became verified within a few 
weeks;) Sheridan directed his next observations 
to a higher quarter. The manner in which the 
queen had been mentioned appeared to be, he 
said, the result of premeditated design to provoke 
a discussion respecting her majesty’s conduct. 
Those persons only who wished to give her re¬ 
sponsibility by taking her out of that domestic 
station in which she had acted so irreproachably, 
manifested a want of delicacy towards her. “ The 
true motive,” continued Sheridan, “ of the minis¬ 
ter’s line of policy, is his belief that the regent 
will change the administration, and will place it 
in the hands of those who, as he dares to assert, 
have been convicted of a confederacy to overturn 
the constitution. Yet with them, after they had 
completed their coalition, he had professed his 
readiness to form a junction.” Towards the con¬ 
clusion, he drew an animated picture, or rather, 
caricature of the er-minister, as he designated Pitt, 
coming down in state, under the future regency, 
to the house, preceded by the lord steward, the 
lord chamberlain, and the master of the horse, 
clearing his way through the lobby,—with the 
cap of liberty borne before him on the end of a 
white staff. 
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Fullarton, strongly attached to the heir-appa¬ 
rent, and equally averse to Pitt, attempted to 
draw a parallel between the reign of Charles the 
Sixth, king of France, and that of George the 
Third. Both sovereigns had been rendered in¬ 
capable of conducting public affairs by a priva¬ 
tion of intellect. Fullarton endeavoured to shew 
that Isabella of Bavaria, queen of France, and 
her confidential minister, Morvilliers,—the former 
one of the most vicious as well as unnatural 
princesses commemorated in history; the latter, 
an ambitious and unprincipled politician,—were 
realized and resuscitated before their eyes. He 
depictured the queen of Charles the Sixth as “ a 
woman attached only to her treasures, influenced 
by the chancellor, the prime minister, and other 
principal officers of the court; who apprehended 
that if the government should be entrusted to the 
heir-apparent during the king’s incapacity, they 
would lose their employments.” Morvilliers was 
described by Fullarton as “ commencing his ca¬ 
reer in the profession of the law, but speedily 
opening for himself a nearer road to greatness 
by the more productive path of politics.” Final¬ 
ly, he pourtrayed the prince, afterwards Charles 
the Seventh of France; “ who possessed,” he said, 
“ not only the most interesting qualities and the 
most fascinating manners, but who had attached 
to his cause the noblest spirits and the best abili- 
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ties of his country.” Some striking points of 
similarity unquestionably existed between the 
two periods of time, as well as a faint resem¬ 
blance in the leading personages of each country, 
sufficient at least to furnish matter for parlia¬ 
mentary declamation. 

A division took place on Powis’s amendment to 
Pitt’s Jirst resolution, which proposed to confer 
the regency on the heir-apparent, "subject to such 
limitations as should be provided;” Powis’s ob¬ 
ject being to emancipate him in great measure 
from those restraints. Government carried the 
question by seventy-three votes. Fox, who suffer¬ 
ed at the time under severe indisposition, which 
soon compelled him to discontinue his personal 
attendance, took no active part throughout the 
whole discussion. But when, after its decision, 
the chancellor of the exchequer moved the.next 
resolution, which precluded the future regent from 
creating peers. Fox endeavoured to limit the du¬ 
ration of the restriction. A second division en¬ 
sued, which administration again carried, though 
with reduced numbers. The opposition rose from 
154 to 159; while government fell from 227 to 
216, leaving a majority of only fifty-seven. I 
voted, with ministers throughout every stage, and 
on every question, of this great conflict. Pitt’s 
two subsequent resolutions, —the first of which re¬ 
garded annuities or patent places for life , and the 
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latter withheld from the regent any power over 
his father’s personal property, — were not con¬ 
tested. The house then adjourned, each side an¬ 
ticipating with anxiety the next proposition which 
would he agitated; namely, that of committing 
the king’s person to her majesty’s care, and at the 
same time putting the whole royal household 
under her control. Fox postponed his departure 
for Bath until the event should be ascertained. 

19 th January .—When the house met, Pitt im¬ 
mediately opened his proposition relative to the 
queen. On the propriety of committing to her 
care the person of his majesty, the minister said 
that he would not anticipate an objection, because 
he did not believe a difference of opinion to be 
possible on the subject. But he argued at con¬ 
siderable length the sound policy, propriety, and 
other motives combining to allot the direction 
of the royal household to the same hand. Pitt 
was powerfully supported on that night from 
various quarters. By Dundas, who, for the first 
time since the commencement of the session, took 
part in the debate; and who not only defended 
with his characteristic boldness the measure un¬ 
der deliberation, but accused the opposite party 
of bringing forward such dangerous doctrines as 
rendered it necessary to counteract them, thus 
occasioning all the delay that had intervened. 
By Scott, the solicitor-general, whose conspicuous 
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parliamentary, as well as professional talents, al¬ 
ready opened to him a prospect of attaining the 
highest dignities of the law. Perhaps, neverthe¬ 
less, ministers derived more efficient service from 
Pulteney. His figure and dress, which always 
brought before my imagination Pope’s Sir John 
Cutler ,—his whole wardrobe being threadbare,— 
did not detract from the vigour of his under¬ 
standing, nor from the perspicuity of his argu¬ 
ments. 

Throwing the whole force of his reason into 
the ministerial scale, he treated with contempt 
the supposition, either that the actual administra¬ 
tion. would factiously oppose the prince’s minis¬ 
ters ; or that these latter, if they conducted them¬ 
selves well, could possibly fail of receiving general 
support. “ What!” observed Pulteney, “ cannot 
they govern without having the nomination of 
every butcher and baker belonging to the royal 
household! If they act uprightly, they will stand 
in need of no such patronage. Even if a faction 
should arise, a dissolution of parliament is a re¬ 
medy to which they can always have recourse. 
I was not present when the right of the two 
houses to provide for the deficiency of the execu¬ 
tive authority, and to name a regent, became 
matter of debate. But on such an occasion 1 
would have given my hearty vote in its support; 
and I shall now vote as heartily in favour of 
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the restrictions. Never will I admit the proba¬ 
bility of a cabal being formed in the house of 
peers hostile to the regent’s ministers. If, in¬ 
deed, another measure as unconstitutional as the 
memorable East India Bill should be again intro¬ 
duced, I readily allow that the bedchamber lords 
may form a powerful obstacle to its progress.” 
Fox did not rise till a very late hour; and as his 
design of quitting the scene of politics for a short 
time, in order to recover sufficient health for un¬ 
dertaking the charge of the foreign department, 
was well known, he drew more than ordinary at¬ 
tention. Addressing himself first to Scott, the 
solicitor-general, whom Fox accused of “ endea¬ 
vouring to entangle the understanding of his 
hearers in the sophistries of legal metaphysics,” 
he successively adverted to the arguments of 
Dundas and of Fulteney. Conscious that the 
present occasion would be the last in which he 
should personally take any part before the de¬ 
cision of the regency question, he seemed to put 
out all his intellectual strength. 

Scott having laid down as an incontrovertible 
proposition, that “ the king’s political character 
was in the eye of the law inseparable from his 
personal, and so would continue until his demise,’’ 
Fox turned against this doctrine all the artillery 
of reason and of ridicule. “I consider such a 
tenet,” said he, “ as fitted only for ages of igno- 
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ranee, when human institutions were deified, and 
declared to be of divine origin. That a sense 
of duty, loyalty, and affection will animate the 
breast of every Englishman, and will lead him 
to protect his majesty’s sacred person, however 
long his malady may prove, is unquestionable. 
But, when this is stated to be the definition of 
allegiance, I enter against it my protest. Alle¬ 
giance is a reciprocal duty, arising in the heart, 
emanating from the mind, as a consequence of 
receiving protection; and it is only of equal 
existence. If the definition of allegiance given 
from the treasury bench was well founded, whe¬ 
ther the king’s malady should continue for one 
year, or for thirty, the legislature could never 
vest the full powers of the crown in any other 
hands while the person of the sovereign remained 
on earth. That such is the latent design of mi¬ 
nisters I have no doubt, though at present they 
may think it prudent to conceal their intention.” 

Having depictured the hardship of precluding 
the regent from the prerogative of creating peers, 
while it was intended to place the household 
under the queen’s exclusive control; “ To all 
this series of paradoxes,” exclaimed he, <* there 
can be only one solution. Ministers wish to 
insinuate the scandalous idea, that a division may 
take place between the mother and the son. X 
cannot utter in language of adequate indignation 
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my abhorrence of such a plan. Yet I confess 
that the machination is artfully laid for accom¬ 
plishing the intended purpose. I trust, however, 
that it will be prevented.”—“ It has been asked,” 
continued Fox, “ what would be the consequence 
of the queen’s demise? If the prince regent 
should die, the mode of proceeding would be 
easy and simple. The next prince in succession, 
the Duke of York, if alive, or Prince William 
Henry, would be appointed to the office. But, 
if the queen should die, in whose hands would 
they entrust the custody of the king ? In those 
of the Duke of York? Would ministers endear 
vour to divide the royal brothers ? The attempt, 
I believe, they will find as difficult as to remove 
the planets from their orbits!” We have lived to 
see this supposititious case realized, thirty years 
after it was stated in parliament. 

Fox concluded his speech, many parts of which 
were unanswerable, by putting two questions to 
the minister. First, if the custody of the royal 
household was to be given to the queen, when was 
the provision intended for the regent to be set¬ 
tled, and what was to be its extent? Secondly, 
if the intended restrictions were to have a limited 
duration, what period of time should he consider 
as proper for their continuance? To these en¬ 
quiries the chancellor of the exchequer answered, 
that it was difficult to fix any precise term for the 
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duration of the restrictions. “ Should however,” 
continued he, “ contrary to my sanguine expecta¬ 
tion and belief, the king’s recovery, after some time, 
be protracted, and should it be pronounced by his 
medical attendants, unlikely to take place soon; 
my opinion would be to withdraw altogether the 
restrictions, including the prerogative of creating 
peers. The establishment of the royal household 
may likewise then be revised and new-modelled.” 
A more undefined and vague reply probably 
never proceeded from ministerial lips. Desirous 
nevertheless to give some satisfaction on another 
very interesting point, Pitt added, “Whenever the 
act of the two houses shall have passed constitut¬ 
ing his royal highness regent, a proper retinue 
ought to be immediately provided for supporting 
his station with becoming splendour. Of what 
precise extent the provision should be, I have not 
yet fully determined. The declaration made on 
the prince’s part, expressive of his reluctance to 
encrease the national burthens, is most magnani¬ 
mous. But no dread of unpopularity shall deter 
me from proposing a new establishment, suitable 
to the illustrious rank and character of the regent. 
I know not whether I shall be left to propose this 
matter, or whether it may not devolve to other hands. 
In either case, in or out of office, I am ready to stand 
up in my place, and to lay the additional expense 
where it ought to fall, on the public purse of the 
country .” 
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By this guarded disclosure of his intentions, 
without naming any particular time for carrying 
•them into execution, Pitt still kept his opponents 
in ignorance of his ultimate plans. If he had pos¬ 
sessed a prescience of the king’s speedy recovery, 
he could not have taken his measures with more 
consummate ability., Irritated at the obscurity of 
the minister’s replies, Sheridan reminded him that 
he had given no answer whatever as to the intend¬ 
ed duration of the restrictions, while he had to* 
tally omitted to explain the nature and constitu¬ 
tion of the council which was to be provided for 
the queen. Thus pressed, he somewhat reluc¬ 
tantly owned that it was impossible for him to 
state any fixed period for taking off the restrictions ; 
but he added, "Parliament will always possess 
the power of removing them.” To the other ob¬ 
ject of Sheridan’s enquiry, he gave a much more 
explicit reply. " It would only be a council of 
advice, and in no degree of control. The great 
officers of state, with some dignified prelates, were 
intended to compose it.” After a debate of full 
twelve hours, a division at length took place on 
the question of giving to her majesty the power 
of removing, and of appointing, at her pleasure^ 
the officers of the king’s household. One hun¬ 
dred and sixty-five votes negatived the proposi¬ 
tion. The minister was supported by two hun¬ 
dred and twenty-nine; leaving him a majority of 
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sixty-four. But Lord North immediately after¬ 
wards moving to add the words, "for a limited 
time,” the house divided again; when Pitt’s fol¬ 
lowers fell to 220, while the opposite side lost one 
vote, being 164. Consequently government car¬ 
ried the point only by fifty-six. 

The debate was now terminated, when Pulteney 
offered a clause for limiting both the duration of 
the proposed restrictions, and of the powers to be 
conferred on the regent by parliament. But Pitt, 
who while he affected to propel the decisions of 
the house, nevertheless proceeded with measured 
steps, like a man desirous, as far as he was able, 
of allowing time its full operation; though he 
professed his general coincidence of sentiment 
with Pulteney, and a readiness to adopt the pro¬ 
position itself, yet dextrously evaded its immedi¬ 
ate acceptance. Fox contented himself with ob¬ 
serving, that such repeated elections of the chief 
magistrate, however he might be denominated 
regent, in fact changed the constitution from a 
limited monarchy to a republic. The various reso¬ 
lutions successively moved by Pitt being finally 
passed, were ordered to be communicated to the 
lords, at a conference between the managers of the 
two houses, on the following day. To that assem¬ 
bly all eyes were directed; and the commons, in 
order to allow time for their deliberations, sus¬ 
pended their own, by an adjournment of a week. 
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Fox, extenuated by exertions, and enfeebled by 
a complaint the seat of which lay in the liver, 
after vainly contesting against administration, set 
out for Bath ; Burke and Sheridan remaining at 
their posts, to dispute the ground with Pitt. 

2,0th — 26th January .—Two debates, each mark¬ 
ed by circumstances of much personal asperity, 
took place in the upper house, on the 22nd and 
23rd of January. The former was opened by 
Lord Camden, then in the seventy-fourth year of 
his age; who, after the first resolution sent up 
from the commons had been read, observed, that 
“his advanced period of life furnishing the 
strongest reason for his retirement from public 
business, he trusted the present act would form 
the last effort of his political existence.” Through¬ 
out his whole speech he displayed all his charac¬ 
teristic intellectual superiority, though the great 
energies of character which had distinguished him 
during the early part of George the Third’s reign , 
in the cause of freedom, appeared to be sinking 
under the pressure of time. Not so the chancellor; 
who, as if he designed to atone for his meditated 
defection at an early stage of the king’s malady, 
unfolded all the powers of his capacious and vigor¬ 
ous intellect. But the most conspicuous exhibition 
of parliamentary eloquence made on that night, 
was by Watson, bishop of Llandaff; a prelate of 
no ordinary ability or ambition, who has left us 
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memoirs of his own life. His speech, which 
occupied nearly two hours in the delivery, 
would unquestionably have secured him an Eng¬ 
lish mitre of the most solid description, and pro¬ 
bably have translated him to Durham, or to Win¬ 
chester, if the regency had been consummated, 
and its supporters had remained permanently in 
possession of power. The king’s recovery chained 
him down for life to an obscure Welsh diocese. 
On the resolution being read which restricted the 
regent from the prerogative of creating peers, the 
Earl of Sandwich moved to add the words, “ for a 
time to be limited.” A division taking place, the 
motion was negatived by a majority of twenty-six 
peers; the respective numbers being 93 to 67. 
And the house dividing a second time, on the 
main question, ministers carried it by twenty-eight 
votes. 

The discussion was renewed on the subsequent 
evening, chiefly relative to the resolution commit¬ 
ting to her majesty the custody of the king’s 
person, accompanied with the control and manage¬ 
ment of the royal household. Towards its close, 
the chancellor might be said to sustain and to re¬ 
pel, almost unassisted, the whole weight of oppo¬ 
sition, conducted by Lords Loughborough and 
Stormont. Thurlow standing as it were over the 
prostrate body of his sovereign, claimed for him 
the respect due to his lamentable situation::—“a 
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misfortune,” he observed, "equal to any which 
had ever fallen to the lot of man, since misfortune 
was known on earth!” — "I cannot conjecture,” 
exclaimed he, “ upon what principle it is possible 
to place the king in her majesty’s hands, without 
committing to her the superintendence of the 
household; nor how the dignity of a sovereign 
can be preserved, unless he retains his attendants. 
Let it be remembered that he is not a destitute 
individual, friendless or obscure; but a monarch 
to whom his people look up with anxious wishes 
that he may speedily re-ascend his throne. Any 
other treatment must manifest a total want of 
compassion for that royal sufferer, who then 
would be 

" Deserted in his utmost need, 

By those his former bounty fed I” 

The sensibility which the chancellor displayed 
throughout this part of his speech, and which was 
not confined to himself, excited Burke’s spleen, 
who treated it as hypocritical grimace. When 
the house of commons met, a few days afterwards, 
he compared "the tears shed in another assembly 
to the iron tears that ran down Pluto’s cheek 
protesting at the same time, that " they were not 
tears of patriots for dying laws, but of lords for 
their expiring places. They were tears for his 
majesty’s bread.” 

Lord Stormont, touched at Thurlow’s citation, 
vol. in. u 
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immediately rose, and observed that however ge¬ 
neral might be the application of the words just 
quoted, yet he could not avoid considering them 
as peculiarly addressed to himself. “ I have, in¬ 
deed, my lords,” continued he, “ enjoyed the high¬ 
est honours, and passed the greatest part of my 
life, in the enjoyment of emoluments, conferred by 
his majesty. I come, therefore, under the descrip¬ 
tion of those individuals who have largely shared 
in the royal bounty. But I trust that I have not 
repaid them with ingratitude. I love his majesty, 
I love the Prince of Wales; but I love still more 
the constitution. This declaration I now make in 
presence of some members of the royal family, 
and I shall not hesitate to repeat it before my so¬ 
vereign himself, if I am ever restored to his pre¬ 
sence.” Reverting to the subject under delibe¬ 
ration, he reasoned with force, sustained by exam¬ 
ples drawn from history, against a system which 
might oppose the mother to her son. “ Recollect, 
my lords,” said he, “ the instance of Mary of Me- 
dicis and Louis the Thirteenth, where an artful 
minister set them at variance. In my opinion, 
the person who is entrusted with the king’s cus¬ 
tody ought not to have the control over the house¬ 
hold. It is cruel thus to throw her majesty on a 
stormy political sea, without a rudder, chart, or 
compass.” — “ Who may be her advisers, I know 
not; but she may have counsellors who may per- 
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suade her, that she cannot render a greater service 
to her son, and to the country, than by attempt¬ 
ing to rescue him from the pernicious hands in 
which he has reposed his confidence. From the 
division of power contemplated, I expect to see 
the standard of opposition erected in the centre of 
the queen’s palace.” It must be admitted that if 
the regency had permanently taken place, these 
apprehensions were not altogether destitute of 
foundation, nor of probability. Lord Loughbo¬ 
rough not only maintained the same propositions, 
but declared in terms the most precise, that far from 
abandoning his assertion of the Prince of Wales’s 
right to the regency during his father’s incapacity, 
he was ready to defend it against the chancellor. 
On the division, 96 peers supported ministers, 
while only 68 voted with their opponents. 

26 th and 917th January. —Pitt’s numerical supe¬ 
riority being now incontestably ascertained by re¬ 
peated divisions in both houses, and Fox having 
personally withdrawn, the contest might in some 
measure be considered as terminated. But alter¬ 
cation and reproaches survived the struggle for 
power. The chancellor of the exchequer inform¬ 
ing the house at its meeting, that he should pro¬ 
pose to lay the resolutions before the Prince of 
Wales, in order to know whether his royal highness 
would accept of the regency on those conditions, 
Burke started up under violent agitation. Every 
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part of the minister’s conduct, he said, was des¬ 
potic in the extreme. He had forced the discus¬ 
sion on the question of right, merely for purposes 
of delay. He had in fact thus addressed the 
house: “ Slaves, do you presume to hesitate, or 
hint a doubt on the point ? I will satisfy your 
scruples. The question shall be debated and de¬ 
cided.” Unintimidated by the indecent severity 
of these remarks, Pitt did not the less move on the 
subsequent evening, “ for appointing a committee 
to communicate to his royal highness the resolutions 
of the lords and commons ; expressing at the same 
time their hopes that he would comply, by taking 
on him the office of regent as speedily as an act of 
parliament could be passed.” This proposition 
called out all the leaders from the opposite benches. 
Sheridan observed, that the resolutions appeared to 
be final and permanent, not as if calculated to 
answer a temporary emergency; though upon 
that single ground, urged repeatedly by the 
minister himself, had they been voted. Another 
matter, Sheridan added, which still remained 
wholly unexplained, was the degree of state and 
attendance intended to be annexed to the office of 
regent, as a substitute for that power and patron¬ 
age taken from him by the last resolution. He 
concluded by moving to add, that “ the restrictions 
were formed on the supposition that his majesty’s 
illness was only temporary, and might not prove 
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of long duration.” It seemed difficult to suppose 
that Pitt could make any objection to insert these 
words, they being extracted from his own letter 
addressed to the Prince of Wales on the preced¬ 
ing 30th of December. 

Grey rising next, accused the minister of having 
manifested a want of respect towards the heir- 
apparent throughout every stage of his inter¬ 
course with Carlton House: a charge which Grey 
laboured to prove by an enumeration of various 
particulars. There seemed, however, to be more 
of enmity than of justice in these details; as 
they amounted, even if well founded, rather to 
breaches of etiquette, or omissions of form, than to 
any disrespectful intention. But Burke far ex¬ 
ceeded both his friends in violence. The ques¬ 
tion, he maintained, was obviously an endeavour 
to create unnecessary delay ; as was the whole mi¬ 
nisterial system, to convert the constitution into a 
republic, by the annual election of a regent. “ If,” 
continued he, “ it is intended to erect a republic, 
why is it not avowed ? Should I be asked whe¬ 
ther I dislike a commonwealth, I would answer. 
No. I am however aware that, according to our 
frame of government, we cannot speculate on a 
republic.” Having then eulogized, in language 
the most picturesque and classic, the true repub¬ 
lican principles as transmitted down to us from 
antiquity, which he declared were objects of his 
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utmost reverence and idolatry, he burst at once 
into a paroxysm of rage at “ the phantom, the fic¬ 
tion of law,” as he denominated it, by which Pitt 
intended to open the session of parliament. “ So 
far is it,” vociferated he, “ from representing faith¬ 
fully the forms of our admirable constitution, that 
it is a mere mummery, a piece of masquerade 
buffoonery, formed to burlesque every species of 
government! A hideous spectre, to which, with 
Macbeth, when addressing the ghost of Banquo, 
we may exclaim, 

“ ‘ Avaunt, and quit my sight I Let the earth hide thee I 
Thy bones are marrowless: thy blood is cold. 

Thou hast no speculation in those eyes 
That thou dost glare with/ 

So is it with this ministerial political spectre. Its 
bones are marrowless, its blood is cold, and it 
has no speculation in its eyes. I reprobate it as 
a chimaera, a monster summoned up. from the 
depths of hell!” This beautiful picture, which 
seemed to electrify the house, excited great ad¬ 
miration, even on the treasury bench. 

Pitt repelled with temperate composure his 
numerous and eloquent assailants. To Sheridan 
he replied, that the proposed amendment, though 
consisting of words taken out of his own letter to 
the Prince of Wales, yet was only a partial selec¬ 
tion of them, omitting other words which follow¬ 
ed, and formed their explanation. He therefore 
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should object to any such insertion. The delays 
which had hitherto impeded the progress of the 
Regency Bill, he demonstrated to have originated, 
not with ministers, but with their opponents. 
Turning next to Grey, he recapitulated the vari¬ 
ous acts, either of omission and neglect, or of 
positive disrespect towards the heir-apparent, with 
which he stood charged; justifying himself on 
each, as it appeared to me, in a manner the most 
satisfactory to any candid mind. “ The highest 
tribute of respect,” continued he, “that I can 
offer to every branch of the royal family, is to cul¬ 
tivate the interests of the nation which their an¬ 
cestors were called to govern; and to watch over 
the safety of that constitution, in the protection 
of which the prince himself will be eventually 
interested.” Having thus answered two of his 
opponents, he omitted any reply to Burke; whose 
arguments, though fabricated by genius and illu¬ 
minated by fancy, produced no solid impression. 
Sheridan still persisted in his amendment; the ob* 
jection made to which by the chancellor of the 
exchequer he endeavoured to obviate by adding 
to his motion the remaining words of the sentence 
contained in Pitt’s letter to the Prince of Wales. 
But the question being carried without a divi¬ 
sion, for communicating to his royal highness the 
resolutions of the two houses, Pitt then moved an 
address to the queen. Its object was to ascertain 
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whether she would accept the care of his majesty's 
person, together with the management and con¬ 
trol of the royal household. No opposition was 
attempted. 

28 th —31s< January .—The minister’s situation 
during the last days of January was nevertheless 
peculiarly arduous and critical. From the sum¬ 
mit of power, he beheld himself suddenly about 
to be precipitated by an event of the most un¬ 
expected nature, against which he neither had 
taken, nor could take, any measure of precaution. 
Three months had already elapsed since the king’s 
seizure, and no indications of restoration to in¬ 
tellect were as yet perceptible. The violence of 
the delirium or frenzy had, indeed, greatly abated, 
and Willis confidently anticipated his speedy re¬ 
sumption of reason. But Warren as confidently 
maintained the contrary position. Pitt possessed 
no landed estate, no funded property, nor even 
life annuity. He had disdained to bestow on 
himself the clerkship of the pells, and it was not 
till some years later that he was made lord warden 
of the Cinque Ports. His brother. Lord Chat¬ 
ham, as necessitous as Pitt, could afford him 
no relief. I doubt whether the first lord of the 
treasury and chancellor of the exchequer, when 
his debts were discharged, possessed a thousand 
pounds. Europe might' then have witnessed the 
extraordinary spectacle of a prime minister not 
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yet thirty, who, after distributing nearly forty 
British peerages, besides fifteen Irish; after cre¬ 
ating a sinking fund of a million ^sterling, hum¬ 
bling France, and by the vigour of his councils 
extricating Holland from subservience to the 
house of Bourbon; was reduced to return for 
support to the bar, as in antiquity Cincinnatus 
went back to the plough. Pitt unquestionably 
meditated to resume his original profession.- By 
what other means, in fact, could he have main¬ 
tained his personal independence? Fox, desti¬ 
tute of any such resource, found himself compell¬ 
ed to accept the assistance of his friends at a 
subsequent period of his life, however painful it 
might be to his feelings. Dundas’s situation was 
scarcely less destitute, in a pecuniary point of 
view, than that of Pitt. 

Nor were the embarrassments of the minister 
by any means merely future and prospective. In 
his own cabinet he had to encounter daily impe¬ 
diments, or mortifications, arising from the rugged, 
intractable temper of the chancellor, who fre¬ 
quently would neither advise, dictate, nor com¬ 
ply. These internal agitations, which could not al¬ 
ways be concealed from the public ear, served to 
invigorate opposition. I remember. Sir Grey 
Cooper, when alluding, on the 27th of January, 
to Pitt’s assertion, that “ the two houses of par¬ 
liament constituted the only legal organs through 
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which the voice of the people could be heard 
during the king’s indisposition/* observed that 
“ perhaps, by some accident, one of those organa 
might be out of tune. Whispers of such a dis¬ 
cord had been heard; and, therefore, till that 
instrument was again restored to order, and the 
great leaders of the band should have settled their 
respective parts in the concert, an interlude might 
probably be played off to amuse this house.” 
Burke, in the course of the same evening, spoke 
out even more plainly on the subject. “ I know 
not,” said he, “ whether the postponement of the 
present measure in the other house, which was 
intended to have come on last night, arose from 
any difference among ministers; but a little bird, 
a small robin-redbreast, has sung that something 
of the kind has taken place. The same bird has 
whispered in my ear, that certain secret reasons 
have suddenly induced the house of peers to shift 
the business from their own, to our shoulders. 
Perhaps that dignified assembly has not yet re¬ 
covered from the effect caused by the burst of 
the pathetic lately exhibited. They probably 
have not yet dried their eyes, and may be there¬ 
fore at present incapable of attending to new 
business.” 

Pitt, it is true, denied the truth of these painful 
reports. “ I can assure the house,” said he, “ not¬ 
withstanding the mysterious insinuations of a 
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want of harmony among ministers, that there has 
arisen no such difference of opinion.” The chan¬ 
cellor did not, however, confirm the declaration 
thus made: for on the following evening, the 
28th of January, during the debate which arose 
in the upper house, relative to the two proposed 
addresses to the prince and to the queen, he said, 
while replying to Lord Stormont,—“ I own that 
I could have chalked out a plan which I should 
have approved in preference to the line that has 
been adopted. But, when I consider that many 
other men’s opinions must be consulted, the pre¬ 
sent measure is perhaps the best that could be 
brought forward during the agitation of the mo¬ 
ment.” He could not more unequivocally avow 
the dissensions that prevailed in the ministerial 
councils. Meanwhile, the peers having concurred 
in the resolutions adopted by the commons for ad¬ 
dressing the prince and queen; Earl Camden and 
the Marquis of Stafford were ordered to wait on 
his royal highness, in order to receive his answer. 
Pitt, accompanied by the master of the rolls, Lord 
Frederick Campbell, and Sir George Yonge, per¬ 
formed, on the part of the commons, the same 
function. The heir-apparent received this depu* 
tation at Carlton House on the 30th of January; 
an anniversary on which, as commemorative of the 
decapitation of Charles the First, neither of the 
two houses met for the dispatch of public business. 
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The imperious necessity of restoring the executive 
government superseded, however, every other con¬ 
sideration. On the same day the address was car¬ 
ried up to her majesty at Kew, by two members 
of the upper and four members of the lower 
house. 

31 st January. —The prince’s answer, of which 
Sheridan was considered the composer, manifested 
great discontent at the manner of offering him the 
regency, and at the conditions annexed to its ex¬ 
ercise ; though he added, that “ his anxious con¬ 
cern for the public safety, and his respect for the 
united desires of the two houses, determined him 
to undertake the trust.” He contrived, however, 
to embody in his reply the very words which She¬ 
ridan had vainly endeavoured to insert in Pitt’s 
motion of the 27th of January, for communicating 
to his royal highness the resolutions of the lords 
and commons. “ Confiding,” said he, “ that the 
limitations on the exercise of the royal authority 
have been approved only as a temporary measure, 
founded on the hope that his majesty’s disorder 
may not be of long duration , I accede to your 
wishes.” The queen’s reply was brief, but min¬ 
gled with testimonies of her respect for the desire 
manifested by parliament to commit to her care 
the king’s person. As soon as the peers met, after 
the answers of the queen and prince had been 
read. Lord Camden stated that the next necessary 
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step was to determine on the means by which the 
royal assent might be given to such bills as should 
have been passed by the two houses respecting 
the exercise of the powers of the crown. “ I am 
aware,” observed he, “ that the means by which it 
is intended to open the parliament have been con¬ 
temptuously stigmatized elsewhere as afiction and 
a phantom. But it is a fiction admirably calcu¬ 
lated for preserving the constitution. The king 
must be upon his throne in this assembly, or by 
some mode he must sanction our proceedings. 
Otherwise, parliament is a mere headless trunk, 
incapable of legislation. The legal and constitu¬ 
tional expedient is by issuing letters patent under 
the great seal, authorizing a commission to open 
parliament in his majesty’s name.” 

“ If there exist any other means of accomplish¬ 
ing this national object,” continued he, “ I hope 
those who so think will suggest them. But I 
venture to assert, that whoever treats as matter of 
ridicule the mode that I have proposed, is igno¬ 
rant of the laws of his country. The commission 
must be issued by authority of some kind. Can 
the Prince of Wales command the chancellor to 
put the seal to such a commission ? Certainly he 
cannot. Both houses have recently voted that he 
possesses no such right. Would the chancellor 
himself, unauthorized, venture to do it? Un¬ 
doubtedly he would not. The great seal is the 
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organ by which the sovereign speaks his will. 
An act of parliament, passed by authority of a 
commission issued under it, must be received as a 
part of the statute law of the land.” Having 
thus explained the intended mode of proceeding, 
as well as the principle on which it was founded. 
Lord Camden added, that when the bill appoint¬ 
ing a regent should have gone through all its 
forms, it would become necessary to affix the 
great seal to a second commission, giving the 
royal assent to such a bill. He concluded by 
moving, that ** it is expedient and necessary to 
issue a proper commission for opening the parlia¬ 
ment under the great seal.” The Duke of York, 
who was present, in few words protested against 
the whole system; but, in particular, against the 
measure proposed, as unconstitutional and ille¬ 
gal. “ I therefore request,” added he, “ that my 
name may be left out of the commission; and 
I am authorized to express a similar desire on 
the part of the Prince of Wales.” Rising in his 
turn, the Duke of Cumberland intimated the 
same wish, both for himself, and for his brother 
the Duke of Glocester. 

Severe indisposition having prevented both the 
chancellor and Lord Loughborough from attend¬ 
ing in their places on that evening. Lord Stor¬ 
mont replied to the arguments of Earl Camden. 
“ We might,” said he, “ my lords, have appointed 
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a regent full six weeks ago, if the discussion of 
the question of right had not been obtruded on 
us. With respect to the two commissions in¬ 
tended to be issued under the great seal, the first 
is informal, the second is illegal. It has been 
asserted that necessity warrants the mode of pro¬ 
ceeding, and that necessity justifies it. I sub¬ 
scribe to the doctrine, but I deny its application 
in the present instance. What impediment has 
prevented ministers from addressing the Prince 
of Wales, to take upon him the exercise of the 
whole legislative authority of the crown ?”—“ The 
proceedings of the two houses within the last 
three months have conduced more to introduce 
and to sanction republican principles, than all the 
public acts done in my time. I rail not at re¬ 
publican principles. I know how beautiful they 
appear in theory; but they are not the less re¬ 
pugnant to the genius of our constitution.” In 
the absence of Lord Thurlow, rose Lord Hawkes- 
bury. While a member of the house of com¬ 
mons, he spoke rarely, always with brevity; and 
once his elevation to the peerage, except on 
questions connected with trade or manufactures, 
scarcely had his voice been heard in that assem¬ 
bly. With great force of reason he combated 
the propositions of Lord Stormont; demonstrated 
that the measure under consideration was govern¬ 
ed by the necessity of the case, without exceeding 
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it; while he pointed out the total dissimilarity 
between the Revolution of 1688, when the two 
houses of parliament addressed the Prince of 
Orange to assume the sovereign authority on a 
principle of necessity, and the contrast presented 
by the present position of affairs. The throne, 
he observed, was then vacant, and all the func¬ 
tions of government suspended: whereas the 
throne was now full, the courts of law open, and 
parliament assembled. 

2nd and 3rd February. —The debate having ter¬ 
minated without any division, it was moved to 
report the resolution immediately to the house, in 
order to accelerate its progress, though on a Satur¬ 
day : which being done, the commission for open¬ 
ing the parliament was instantly filled up for the 
subsequent Tuesday, the 3rd of February. A 
conference with the commons was requested to 
be held on Monday, the 2nd, for the purpose of 
communicating to them the resolution, and desir¬ 
ing their concurrence. It took place accordingly 
on that day; the whole proceeding of the two 
houses forming an instance of legislative dis¬ 
patch probably not to be exceeded in the Bri¬ 
tish parliamentary annals. The conference be¬ 
ing ended, and the resolution of the upper house 
read, together with the answers of the Prince of 
Wales and of the queen to the deputation from 
both houses, the chancellor of the exchequer pro¬ 
posed to agree with the peers in their resolution. 
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Lord North, who, notwithstanding his want of 
sight, performed an active part throughout all 
the debates during the course of the king’s ma¬ 
lady, warmly attacked the minister on this occa¬ 
sion. Having censured the spirit of distrust and 
jealousy which pervaded every feature of the pro¬ 
ceedings relative to the heir-apparent. Lord North 
added: “His royal highness’s answer must diffuse 
universal satisfaction. It must even create an 
agreeable surprize throughout the kingdom, and 
extinguish those false alarms which have been so 
industriously circulated, that the prince had as¬ 
serted his right to assume the sovereign authority 
independently of the two houses of parliament.” 

Pitt was not formed tamely to endure such 
a reprehension, which he repelled with great 
promptitude and equal force. “ The noble lord,” 
said he, “observes that a general, though false 
alarm, has been diffused through the country lest 
the question of right should be supported. I 
deny the truth of his proposition. I allow, in¬ 
deed, that it was not claimed by the Prince of 
Wales; but it was asserted by others. That no' 
person has been bold enough to advise him to 
assert such a right after the solemn decision of 
the two houses of parliament, cannot form matter 
of surprize. Even if any man could be found' 
so bold, it is very improbable that a prince of the 
house of Brunswic would follow such advice. I 
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readily admit that his royal highness’s acceptance 
of the regency will furnish subject of joy to the 
people, but not that it can prove a matter of sur¬ 
prize. They will not be disposed to censure par¬ 
liament for reprobating unconstitutional doctrines, 
started by men who now lament their own asser¬ 
tions, which they are ashamed to avow, and seem 
desirous to retract.” 

If Lord North’s observations had roused Pitt, 
the pointed sarcasms of the latter against Fox 
irritated Burke almost to a degree of madness. 
“ I assert,” exclaimed he, “ that the Prince of 
Wales’s right to the regency is as clear as the 
sun; and that it is the duty of this house to 
appoint him regent, with the full powers of sove¬ 
reignty. His royal highness’s right is founded in 
law, in justice, and in equity.” Then bursting 
into one of his grand and eccentric appeals to the 
fancy, ** The minister’s plan,” continued he, “ me. 
rits a worse name than to be called a phantom. 
Ministers are preparing to create the monster of 
Sin and Death described by Milton: death to the 
constitution, sin to the feelings of the country. 
They are giving birth to innumerable barking 
monsters, eager to destroy every principle of our 
constitution. They are about to purloin the 
.great seal, to commit an act of forgery and of 
fraud, to support violence, and to consummate 
their climax of villainy. Their delays keep pace 
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with every other part of their system. How un¬ 
like the convention parliament in 1688, who com¬ 
pleted all their objects of national benefit between 
the 26th of December and the 12th of the en¬ 
suing month, finishing the whole work in sixteen 
days!” — “ I contend that the house has no right 
to authorize the lord chancellor to put the great 
seal to forgery, thus giving it the form of royal 
authority instead of the substance. Such viola¬ 
tions of law are delusions. They are only the 
sweepings of the cobwebs of Westminster Hall; 
the smoke of the dish, not its nourishment.” 

With more temper, Sheridan denied that Fox 
had ever maintained the prince’s right to assume 
the exercise of the royal authority without the 
adjudication of the two houses of parliament. 
** The question of right was therefore,” added he, 
“ unnecessarily agitated, because the right of the 
two houses to provide for the defect in the exer¬ 
cise of the sovereign power never was contested.” 

Powis sustained Burke’s opinions. “ In order,” 
said he, “ to open a parliament, there must exist 
a person competent to authorize the act; either 
the king himself, or his representative. In the 
present case, there can be neither; and the place 
will be filled by a fictitious, imaginary phantom.” 
The resolution to agree with the lords being never¬ 
theless carried without any division, a motion wa3 
made and voted, to request another conference 

x 2 
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with that house. Before the adjournment took 
place, Pitt, in answer to a question made from the 
opposition bench, demanding “ what measure was 
next to ensue,” explained, in the most explicit 
terms, his intentions. “ I trust,” said he, “ that 
we may carry up the resolution to the conference 
early on this very day. The commission being ready 
sealed, parliament may be opened forthwith; and 
as soon as we are returned, I shall instantly move 
for leave to bring in a bill for appointing a regent, 
founded on those resolutions .” 

3rd February .—The time was now arrived when 
the two houses, who had hitherto acted as a con¬ 
vention, were to assume the form of a parliament 
assembled according to the established usages of 
the constitution. Every impediment and delay, 
which during nearly two months had prevented 
a change of administration, being at length re¬ 
moved ; new ministers, together with a new order 
of things, might be speedily and confidently ex¬ 
pected. Pitt, who had so long, and with so much 
general approbation, occupied the first place in 
the state, beheld in prospect a private station: 
while Fox, twice driven by his own errors from 
the cabinet, prepared to re-enter it under better 
auspices. . The queen, selected by parliament not 
only to have the custody of the king’s person, but 
the control of the whole royal household, was 
about to be invested with extensive power, pa^ 
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tronage, and influence. Among all the legisla¬ 
tive dispositions made by Pitt for conducting the 
government during his majesty’s incapacity, the 
wisdom, as well as the necessity, of thus arming 
the queen with a degree of independent authority 
in the state might appear the most doubtful. I 
am nevertheless of opinion, that her good sense* 
experience, moderation, and the strong maternal 
affection which animated her throughout her 
whole life towards her eldest son, — an affection 
amounting to predilection, and which he as 
-warmly returned,—would have secured the coun¬ 
try from any personal collision between them. 
Mary of Medicis was a violent, implacable, weak, 
misguided woman, destitute of attachment to 
Louis the Thirteenth, the most unamiable of 
princes; who had likewise imbibed an early con¬ 
viction that she was not wholly unacquainted with 
his father’s assassination. There could not, there¬ 
fore, exist the slightest degree of real analogy be¬ 
tween the two cases, though Lord Stormont had 
recently compared them. Yet, if we consider 
how much power corrupts the heart, and how 
much party inflames the passions, we shall pro¬ 
bably think it equally fortunate for herself, and 
for the nation, that she should not have been 
placed in a situation so trying to human nature. 

Among the political caricatures which appeared 
in the shops of the capital about this time, was a 
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print representing the chancellor, Pitt, and Dun- 
das, in the characters of the “ three weird sisters,” 
wildly but characteristically attired, standing on a 
heath, intently gazing on the full moon. Her orb 
appeared half enlightened, half eclipsed. The part 
averted, which remained in darkness, contained 
the king’s profile. On the other side, resplen¬ 
dent with light, and graciously regarding the 
three gazers, was pourtrayed a head of the queen. 
The circumstance of Dundas being thus ranked 
with Pitt and Thurlow sufficiently indicates the 
degree of political consideration which he attract¬ 
ed, and how much higher he stood in the public 
estimation, as a man possessed of power or in¬ 
fluence, than any of the remaining cabinet mi¬ 
nisters. He was, in fact, far superior to either 
of the secretaries of state in real weight and con¬ 
sequence. So certain, and so imminent, appeared 
the Prince of Wales’s appointment to the re¬ 
gency during the first days of February, that 
medals were struck and sold commemorating the 
event. One of them, which I purchased at the 
time, lies now before me. It is of mean execu¬ 
tion, presenting no favourable specimen of the 
arts in that line. The size is between a shilling 
and a half-crown piece; the composition, a base 
metal, designed to imitate silver^ On one side, 
appears his royal highness’s side face, the hair 
dressed in small curls, as then worn; which might 
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easily be mistaken for a tie-wig, loosely floating 
down his back. The resemblance of his counter 
nance is bad and vulgar. He wears a coat em¬ 
broidered at the button-holes, a part of his star 
just appearing; with a prodigious jabot or frill of 
lace at the breast. Such was the costume of that 
time. Round it is this legend or inscription : 

“ Prince Regent of Great Britain, France, and 
Ireland,” etc. 

On the reverse are engraven the ostrich plumes 
of the Princes of Wales, With the “ Ich dien" on a 
label, surrounded by the words, 

“ Born August 12 , 1762 . 

Appointed Feb. 1789 .” 

This medal, struck in order to perpetuate a fact 
which never was realized, is now probably become 
very rare. 

Carlton House, to which residence the destinies 
of Great Britain were apparently about to be 
transferred from St. James’s, presented in its in¬ 
terior, during the first days of February, as may 
well be supposed, a scene of political intrigue and 
contending interests. The place of first lord of 
the treasury was of course reserved for the Duke 
of Portland; but relative to the office of chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer, and its future possessor, 
there prevailed much uncertainty. Lord John 
Cavendish had indeed been named to it by the 
public voice, though he neither emulated to re- 
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sume that situation, nor in truth were his talents, 
either financial or parliamentary, adequate to con¬ 
duct it with becoming dignity and credit to him¬ 
self. Common report asserted that Sheridan aspired 
to fill it, the prince approving and supporting his 
pretension. Absurd or improbable as such a story 
may appear, many circumstances conduced to di¬ 
minish its incredibility. During Fox’s absence 
and Lord Loughborough’s indisposition, Sheridan 
occupied a very high, if not the first rank in his 
royal highness’s confidence and councils. Nor 
ought we to wonder at the fact. His talents, as 
a member of the house of commons, yielded to 
none within those walls. I believe, Pitt stood 
more in awe of them, if he could be said to stand 
in awe of any thing, than he did of Fox himself. 
Sheridan moreover possessed other qualities not 
less calculated to acquire the favour of the heir- 
apparent. His convivial powers rendered him 
equally delightful in society, as his vast intellectual 
endowments qualified him to shine in parliament, 
or in the cabinet. Fox’s predominant passion, to 
which he had devoted his youth and sacrificed his 
fortune, was play. Sheridan supremely loved 
wine, of which he swallowed vast quantities: a 
recommendation of no common order in the court 
and at the table of a prince who in that respect 
emulated the younger Cyrus, if in no other feature 
of his character. Neither Lord Rawdon, who 
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deservedly stood high in his royal highness’s per¬ 
sonal regard — nor Grey, nor Windham, nor 
Erskine, though all partaking of his confidence, 
and frequently the companions of his private 
hours, were able to maintain a conflict over the 
bottle with an antagonist like Sheridan. His 
face, even at this period of his life, when he had 
not long completed his thirty-seventh year, began 
to exhibit eloquent proofs of his intemperance. 

But there still remained a third cause of the 
ascendant which Sheridan exercised at Carlton 
House. I mean, the prominent part that he had 
always taken in defence of Mrs. Fitzherbert’s in¬ 
terests, honour, and character. When Fox came 
forward in the house of commons to disavow and 
to deny from authority, in the most formal terms, 
the asserted matrimonial ceremony between her 
and the heir-apparent, we have seen that Sheridan 
contrived, without contradicting his friend, to do 
away in a great degree the effect of his assurances. 
The words chosen by Sheridan on the occasion 
were admirably calculated to throw a mysterious 
•veil over the transaction, and to give it a sort of 
sanctity ; while he paid the highest testimonies to 
the distinguished merits of the lady herself. She 
still continued to enjoy the first place in the 
prince’s affections, and her future destiny formed 
at this time an object of general curiosity. What 
would she become, it was asked, under the ap- 
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proaching regency ? Many persons believed, that 
as soon as the restrictions should he taken off, a 
very high rank of the peerage would be imme¬ 
diately conferred on her. But though George 
the First made one of his two mistresses Duchess 
of Kendal, the other—Countess of Darlington; 
and though George the Second imitated his fa¬ 
ther’s example, by creating Madame de Walmo- 
den. Countess of Yarmouth for her life; — yet I 
doubt whether any minister in 1789 would have 
advised or sanctioned the adoption by the regent 
of a similar measure. 

Sheridan’s want of high birth and connexions 
could not of itself form an insurmountable impe¬ 
diment to his being placed at the head of the ex¬ 
chequer, if there had existed no greater obstacle. 
Have we not, in fact, beheld a provincial phy¬ 
sician’s son, of very moderate abilities, raised, in 
1801, to the post of first minister; presiding over 
both the treasury and the exchequer, during more 
than three years ? Canning’s descent, who has so 
ably filled, and continues at this hour to fill, ca¬ 
binet offices, was not more illustrious than that of 
Sheridan, which produced, during three successive 
generations, men of eminent talents. Nor could 
Sheridan’s want of property have excluded him> 
since Pitt, as well as Fox, shared with him that 
defect. But among us, morals, no less than ta¬ 
lents, are indispensable to ensure political eleva¬ 
tion ! 
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3rd — 6th February .—The month of January had 
expired under the most gloomy presages respect* 
ing the king’s restoration to reason. Having re* 
mained more than three months in a state of total 
alienation of mind—or rather, of decided lunacy,— 
the daily reports issued by the medical attendants, 
which at first were eagerly read, no longer excited 
the same emotions. Varying little from one day 
to another in their nature and contents, they 
ceased to awaken any lively hope, or almost to in¬ 
spire strong curiosity. All the delays that had 
hitherto impeded the formation of a regency being 
at length surmounted, men of every description 
looked forward to the transfer of the sceptre from 
George the Third to the hands of his son; when, 
to the astonishment of all, to the joy of the hulk of 
the nation, hut to the unspeakable disappointment 
of many individuals, a salutary change began to 
manifest itself in the disorder. It commenced 
early in February, advancing progressively with 
the month, and indicating an imperfect return or 
resumption of reason. One of the first symptoms 
that he gave of it happened in the following man¬ 
ner. Either on the 4th or 5th of February, a 
friend of mine, Mr. Robert Greville, brother of 
the late Earl of Warwick, then one of his ma¬ 
jesty’s equerries, and in waiting at the time, hap¬ 
pened to be standing near the king’s bed at Kew, 
engaged in conversation with Dr. Willis. Both 
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of them were unprepared for, and unapprehensive 
of, his either listening to or understanding their 
discourse. Greville observed to Willis, that Lord 
North had made many enquiries after his majesty’s 
health. “Has he?” said the king. “ Where did he 
make them ? At St. James’s, or here ? ” On their 
replying to his question, “ Lord North,” said he, 
“ is a good man, unlike the others. He is a good 
man.”—The king formed a perfectly just estimate 
of Lord North. Party and politics had driven 
him to take refuge under the shield of the coali¬ 
tion; but an early and deep-rooted affection for 
his old master survived in his bosom. Throughout 
the whole progress of the royal disorder, Burke, 
on the contrary, displayed little concern or sym¬ 
pathy for him ; but much indecorous impatience 
to arrive at power. 

The commons having met on the 3rd of Febru¬ 
ary, and agreed to the resolution of the lords, a 
message was sent down from the upper house, 
desiring their attendance at the act of reading the 
commission. Lord Bathurst, as the representative 
of the chancellor, who was still absent from indis? 
position, briefly stated the causes of convoking 
parliament. Every form incident to opening the 
session in the accustomed manner having been ob¬ 
served, as soon as the Speaker and the members 
present were returned from the bar of the lords, 
Pitt moved for leave to bring in a bill consonant 
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to the purposes enumerated by Lord Bathurst. 
No objection being made, he introduced it on the 
5th, when it was read a first time, with little, 
other interruption than a few indignant comments 
from Burke :• but upon the subsequent evening, 
that extraordinary man unlocked all the stores of 
his eloquence to oppose its further progress. 
“ The duration of his majesty’s malady,” said 
Burke, “ lies hidden in the secret recesses of the 
dispensations of Providence. He is insane; but 
his disease is not intermittent; nor has it any 
lucid intervals, and partial visitations of reason. 
His faculties are totally eclipsed . Not a partial, but 
a total and entire eclipse. The present bill is inde¬ 
finite in its duration ; because that bold promiser. 
Dr. Willis himself, cannot venture to fix a time 
when the king may be able to resume his func¬ 
tions. And as he, whose temerity would impel 
him to decide on that point if the thing were 
possible, does not hazard an opinion on it, we 
may well presume that physicians of cooler judg¬ 
ment will not even pronounce a conjecture on the 
subject.” 

“ The bill,” continued Burke, “ is intended not; 
only to degrade the prince, but the whole Bruns- 
wic family; who are to be outlawed and at¬ 
tainted, as having forfeited all claim to the confi¬ 
dence of the country. This house is now scatter¬ 
ing the seeds of future dissensions in the royal. 
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family, verging to treasons; for the perpetration 
of which acts, public justice will one day overtake 
and bring ministers to trial. According to the 
provisions of the bill, as it is drawn up, until the 
queen shall think proper to assert that the king 
is recovered, the people possess no means of know¬ 
ing the fact. If, therefore, her council should de¬ 
clare it, and that his majesty shall be able to sit 
in a chair at the head of that council, the bill pro¬ 
vides that he shall be declared capable. What is 
this enactment, except putting into the hands of 
Dr. Willis and his keepers the whole power of 
changing the government! A person who has 
been insane may be so subdued by coercion as 
to become capable of submitting to act the farce 
appointed, and of appearing for a short period to 
have resumed his intellects. I maintain the utter 
impossibility of adducing proof, whether a person 
who has been insane is perfectly recovered or not. 
The whole business is a scheme, under the pre¬ 
tence of pronouncing his majesty recovered, to 
bring back an insane king.” 

However indecorous and censurable some pas¬ 
sages of this speech may appear, and whatever 
condemnation they excited at the time when they 
were pronounced, yet Burke’s observations were 
not destitute of justice. If the king’s restoration 
of reason had proved partial and temporary, in¬ 
stead of complete, many of the predicted or sup- 
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posed evils might have been realized. Happily, 
in 1789 his recovery was rapid and total. So was 
it in 1801. But, throughout the whole spring of 
1811,1 know that he floated between sanity and 
insanity, till finally his mind seemed to become 
effete and extinct. Fortunately, his eldest son, 
then instructed by time and the progress of events, 
allowed the existing frame of government to re¬ 
main untouched; as he unquestionably ought to 
have done in 1789, till the probable event of-the 
king’s malady could have been ascertained. Burke 
concluded by again alluding to the position of the 
queen. “ I do not suspect her,” observed he, 
“of ever intentionally acting with impropriety. 
But situations and temptations may pervert the 
purest mind, and draw it aside from the path of 
rectitude. This house, proceeding step after step, 
has imperceptibly been led on to commit acts, 
which, if they had been proposed at once, would 
have been rejected by every man of principle. 
Like Macbeth, who, after having murdered Dun¬ 
can and Banquo, exclaims, 

. “ I am in blood 

Stept in so far, that should I wade no more. 

Returning were as tedious as go o’er 

so they find themselves inclined to proceed, from 
a want of courage to retrace their steps.” No fact 
can more forcibly prove the degree of unpopulari¬ 
ty to which Burke had sunk at this period, than 
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the circumstance of a speech containing matter so 
impressive, and so much calculated to awaken 
deep reflections in the minds of his hearers, elicit¬ 
ing no reply. Not a word of answer was made to 
it, either by Pitt, or by any member of adminis¬ 
tration. 

9th February. —Already the king began to ex-- 
hibit unequivocal symptoms of returning reason;, 
information of which fact, however guardedly 
expressed it might be in the medical reports, yet 
becoming rapidly diffused throughout society, 
contributed to sustain the administration. All 
coercion of his person having long been with¬ 
drawn, as early as the 4th of February his ma¬ 
jesty not only shaved his beard, but part of his 
head; Willis being present during the operation. 
His body seemed to sympathize with his mind, 
and to aid its restoration ; an abscess forming in 
his neck, which suppurated, and afforded relief. 
Ever since the last week of January he had been 
allowed, as often as the weather permitted, to 
walk out in the royal gardens of Kew, or of Rich¬ 
mond, accompanied by Dr. Willis, and one of 
that physician’s sons. Though much emaciated 
in consequence of his confinement, together with 
the medical treatment that he had undergone, he- 
was capable of great exercise and exertion. Not 
only the queen, but the princess royal was brought 
into his apartment of evenings, and remained- 
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with him a considerable time. Notwithstanding, 
however, these apparently favourable indications, 
as no reliance could yet be placed on their conti¬ 
nuance, the parliamentary proceedings advanced; 
and it was supposed that the lapse of a few days 
must place his royal highness in the regent’s chair. 
Each side of the house of commons seemed alike 
emulous to expedite the progress of the bill by 
which he was to be invested with that office. 
But impediments to dispatch arose at every step. 
Divisions even occasionally occurred on particular 
regulations, in which ministers were usually sup¬ 
ported by a majority fluctuating between fifty and 
sixty. The clause giving to the queen a power 
over part of the privy purse, and locking up the 
remainder, being carried by fifty-five votes, a 
most obstinately contested debate followed on the 
next enactment, which vested in her majesty the 
care of the king’s person, and the government of 
the household. Against so vast an accession of 
strength in that quarter the opposition concen¬ 
tered all their force. 

Lord North demanded of Pitt if he was fully 
aware of the parliamentary influence which it 
must confer. “Eighteen peers,” continued he, 
“ belong to the household. Do gentlemen consi¬ 
der that eighteen peers voting on one side, make 
the difference of thirty-six on a division ?” It 
was stated, without receiving any contradiction 
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from the treasury bench, that the number of 
officers in the royal household amounted to near¬ 
ly one hundred and fifty; whose places were re¬ 
spectively worth from sixty, up to eighteen hun¬ 
dred pounds a year. Powis reprobated the mea¬ 
sure, and Marsham maintained that the aggregate 
number of members of the two houses holding 
employments, either in the king’s or in the queen’s 
household, approached nearer sixty than thirty. 
Sheridan was most pointed in his observations on 
Pitt’s avowed intention to propose a new esta¬ 
blishment for the regent. “ How does he dare,” 
asked Sheridan, “ to suggest such an idea, after 
having heard the declaration made from autho¬ 
rity, that the prince desires to have no such es¬ 
tablishment created as must* occasion fresh bur¬ 
thens on the people ? Does he not mean to leave 
his royal highness the power of exercising his 
own free will upon the point? The minister 
must possess a pretty considerable share of. pre¬ 
sumption, who can take it for granted that his 
majesty, whenever he recovers, will be pleased to 
hear of a new and unnecessary tax having been 
imposed on his subjects for such a purpose, in ad« 
dition to their present heavy load.” 

All these attacks were nevertheless conducted 
with some degree of temper. But Burke, whose 
impatience to attain possession of office, and 
whose irritable formation of mind led him to 
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spurn the ordinary restraints of prudence, let 
loose his indignation on the chancellor of the 
exchequer. “He demands,” exclaimed Burke, 
“ whether we would strip the king of every mark 
of royalty, and transfer them to the regent? 
No! Heaven forbid, while the person wearing 
the crown can lend a grace to those dignities, and 
derive a lustre from the splendour of his house¬ 
hold! But have we forgotten that we are de¬ 
bating relative to a monarch smitten by the hand 
of Omnipotence ? Do we recollect that the Al¬ 
mighty has hurled him from his throne t and plung¬ 
ed him into a condition that may justly excite the 
pity of the meanest peasant in his dominions !”— 
Expressions so indecorous exciting very general 
disapprobation, and a loud cry arising from the 
ministerial ranks, of “Take down his words;” 
the Marquis of Graham, who was seated near 
Pitt on the treasury bench, started up, and de¬ 
clared that “no individual within those walls 
should dare to assert that the king was hurled from 
his throne.” A scene of great clamour and dis¬ 
order occurred during some moments, Burke 
vainly attempting to obtain a patient audience. 
No sooner had he, however, surmounted the tu¬ 
mult, than, without displaying any embarrass¬ 
ment, he assured the house that he would give 
them a full opportunity to take down his words. 
“ I was interrupted,” continued he, “ in the mid- 
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die of a sentence; and Scripture itself, so man¬ 
gled, may be rendered blasphemy. But when in 
our very churches it is asserted that the king is 
afflicted for our national sins, shall I not be per¬ 
mitted to say that he is struck by the hand of 
God ? What! when we are putting up prayers 
for the restoration of his intellect, and declaring 
that it is in punishment of our iniquities the sove¬ 
reign is deprived of reason, shall I not be al¬ 
lowed to assert that Omnipotence has smitten 
him? His illness is caused by no act of ours. 
But ought we, in this his hour of sickness and 
calamity, to cloathe his bed with purple, to make 
a mockery of him, to put on his head a crown of 
thorns, to place a reed in his hand, to array him 
in royal robes, and to cry ‘Hail! King of the 
British!”’ 

This elegant and ingenious apology, cloathed 
in the language of Scripture, which, with the sin¬ 
gle exception perhaps of Erskine, Burke alone 
could have applied with so much felicity and 
promptitude to the case, produced its full effect. 
He improved it to inveigh with equal force, but 
in less intemperate terms, against other features 
of the bill. “How,” demanded he, “will the 
king be pleased, on his recovery, at finding the 
patronage of the household transferred from his 
son and representative to the queen ? He must 
be shocked at such an act, unless on the mon- 
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strous supposition that his majesty is a good hus¬ 
band and a bad father. The royal family are 
in fact totally excluded from the present mea¬ 
sure, while power of an enormous description is 
withdrawn from the king’s eldest son, and vested 
in a person not of his majesty’s blood. No one 
grateful function is left to the regent which may 
balance the dreadful attributes of sovereignty. 
He can make no peers. He can grant neither 
pensions nor offices. He can exercise no chari¬ 
ties. We are about to confer on him a mock 
crown, a tinsel robe, and a lackered sceptre.” 

“ In former times,” continued Burke, “ the road 
to popularity was by upholding the liberties of 
the people. The chancellor of the exchequer is 
born for the age in which he lives. He takes ano¬ 
ther path. The present bill is contrived to fortify 
himself when out of office. His majesty may 
continue insane for twenty years. And in such 
case, what a state of anarchy are we creating, 
when we thus set up a divided government!” 
Highly coloured as were some parts of this picture, 
it must be admitted that there was truth, as well 
as talent, in its composition. If the king’s reco¬ 
very had been delayed, or had only been doubtful 
in its nature, a struggle for power would have en¬ 
sued between Pitt and Fox; between the regent 
and the queen; which was obviated by his prompt 
resumption of the reins of government. She- 
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ridan having moved a clause limiting her majes¬ 
ty’s control over the officers of the household “ to 
such as should be deemed necessary for attending 
about the king’s person,” ministers carried the 
question again by the same majority as the pre¬ 
ceding,—namely, fifty-five votes. 

10 th February .—On the subsequent evening, the 
minister proceeded to name the eight individuals 
whom he proposed to form her majesty’s council. 
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York, toge¬ 
ther with Lords Thurlow and Kenyon, as the two 
chiefs of the law, naturally occupied the first 
place. Pitt joined with these dignitaries of the 
church and the bar, the four heads of the depart¬ 
ments constituting the royal household; namely, 
the lord steward, and lord chamberlain; the 
master of the horse, and the groom of the stole. 
Lord North, who from his anxiety to supply the 
void occasioned by Fox’s absence took part in 
every discussion, immediately intimated his in¬ 
tention of moving to insert the names of the 
princes of the blood, being of full age, his majes¬ 
ty’s sons ; as well as those of the Dukes of Glou¬ 
cester and of Cumberland, his brothers. Other 
eminent public functionaries were pointed out 
likewise from different quarters of the house, as 
proper for the same distinction. Sheridan ingeni¬ 
ously treated the ministerial proposition of ex¬ 
cluding the princes of the blood as unnatural; 
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“ because parliament became thereby the instru¬ 
ment of infusing into her majesty’s mind a suspi¬ 
cion, that her sons were not proper persons to ad¬ 
vise her, which was an outrage on the feelings of 
nature.” The eight names enumerated by Pitt 
having been severally carried without any division. 
Lord North then moved, that “ the Duke of York 
be a member of the council.” It was opposed, 
not only by the chancellor of the exchequer, but 
by Addington, then scarcely known as member 
for Devizes; destined nevertheless within two 
years to fill the Speaker’s chair, and within twelve, 
to succeed Pitt himself at the head of the treasury : 
and the exchequer: — one of the most extraordi¬ 
nary political transmutations which we have wit¬ 
nessed in our time! 

The minister resisted the Duke of York’s no¬ 
mination on those general principles in confor¬ 
mity to which it had been thought improper to 
allow the Prince of Wales any concern in the care 
of his majesty’s person. If therefore the eldest 
son was excluded, respect to him made it necessary 
to extend the same rule to the rest of the royal 
family. Such a respect, Burke observed, operated 
as a perpetual disqualification, like the respect ma¬ 
nifested by the followers of Epicurus for their 
gods. Lord North reprobated it as “ a barba¬ 
rous principle pushed to a barbarous extentwhile 
Lord Maitland exclaimed with his characteristic 



328 


MEMOIRS OF MY OWN TIME. 


1789 . 


energy of voice and manner, that “ it was not a 
disrespect, but an insult to the king, to the queen, 
and to the Prince of Wales.” Burke treated the 
idea as revolting to humanity. “I am myself 
a father,” said he. “ So is the noble lord in the 
blue ribband. How should we feel, on recover¬ 
ing from a malady such as the present, to find 
that our sons had been precluded from all share in 
the custody of our persons ! I should regard as a 
murderer the man who had debarred my son all 
access to me.” Denunciations so violent produ¬ 
ced no effect on Pitt; and when a division took 
place. Lord North’s motion was rejected, though 
only by forty-eight votes. The Duke of Gloces- 
ter, when proposed, had against him forty-nine. 
It was not attempted to divide the house on the 
Duke of Cumberland. The two brothers had act¬ 
ed, indeed, a widely different part throughout the 
whole period of the sovereign’s illness. While the 
latter, as well as the Duchess of Cumberland, ap¬ 
proved themselves devoted partizans of the heir- 
apparent, and avowedly canvassed for him, the 
Duke of Glocester withdrew in a great measure 
from society. Secluded from politics and plea¬ 
sures, he absented himself equally from the house 
of peers, and seemed deeply to feel the calamity 
which obscured the throne. 

During these parliamentary proceedings, Carl¬ 
ton House presented a scene of extraordinary agi- 
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tation. His majesty's progressive advance, not 
only in bodily health, but in the resumption of 
his mental faculties, was too steady, regular, and 
apparent, to remain any longer matter either of 
doubt or of concealment. Yfet Warren, though 
he admitted a considerable degree of composure to 
have taken place in the king’s general deportment 
and conversation, pertinaciously adhered to his 
opinion, that no real or permanent amelioration 
had been operated in his complaint. As Warren 
stood first in public estimation for medical skill, 
many persons long accustomed to repose almost 
unlimited confidence in his professional assertions 
continued incredulous on the subject. Sir Lucas 
Pepys, on the other hand, throughout the whole 
progress of the disorder, had, as I know, enter¬ 
tained a contrary sentiment; and his belief being 
strengthened by the recent symptoms, he made 
no secret of his conviction that a speedy and com¬ 
plete recovery would ensue. Information of the 
circumstance reaching the Prince of Wales, he 
immediately sent for Pepys, who, on his arrival 
at Carlton House, being ushered into his royal 
highness’s presence, there found Dr. Warren. A 
warm expostulation took place between them, 
though they lived on terms of mutual regard, ap¬ 
proaching to friendship. Each reproached the 
other with deceiving the prince by a false repre¬ 
sentation of facts. Warren maintained, that how- 
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ever flattering appearances might be, they would 
prove fallacious, and that the alienation of mind 
was incurable. Pepys as stiffly supported the op¬ 
posite belief. At length the two physicians 
parted, leaving the prince to form his own judg¬ 
ment on their prognostics. But a few days de¬ 
termined the question in Pepys’s favour. War¬ 
ren’s political bias unquestionably obscured his 
usual discernment. All these particulars were re¬ 
lated to me by Sir Lucas Pepys himself, within 
a week after the time when they happened. 

11 th February .—A publication took place at 
this juncture, which, however undeserving of seri¬ 
ous commemoration it may seem, yet threw no 
ordinary degree of ridicule on the prince’s cause 
and followers. Hume, the most philosophic his¬ 
torian of the last century, though by no means the 
most impartial, has thought even a song deserving 
mention among the events of a reign. He says, 
when enumerating the particulars which conduced 
in December 1688, to produce the flight of James 
the Second, “ It may not be unworthy of notice, 
that a merry ballad, called Lillibullero , being at 
this time published in derision of the papists and 
the Irish, it was greedily received by the people; 
and was sung by all ranks of men, even by the 
king’s army, who were strongly seized with the 
national spirit. This incident both discovered 
and served to encrease the general discontent of 
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the kingdom.” So happened it in some degree 
on the present occasion. Among the individuals 
who filled an important place in the interior of 
Carlton House, in February 1789, was Weltjee. 
He occupied (not the post held by Bonneau in 
the court of Charles the Seventh, king of France, 
respecting which office Voltaire says, 

“ II eut Temploi qui certes n’est pas mince, 

Et qu a la cour, on tout se peint en beau, 

Nous appellons &tre l’ami du prince;” 

but,) the charge of comptroller of the kitchen and 
cellars of that royal residence; an employment 
that demanded great gastronomic talents. Welt¬ 
jee was a German of no ordinary bodily dimen¬ 
sions, not distinguished by the humility of his 
deportment or manners, and fully impressed with 
the importance of his post. Though he had re¬ 
sided some years in England, he spoke no lan¬ 
guage except a barbarous Anglo-Westphalian 
jargon, which generally provoked laughter. Nor 
was his English orthography more correct than 
his enunciation. But amidst his attention to the 
tastes of his royal highness, Weltjee had not been 
oblivious of his own personal interests. 

On the 7th of February died Sir Thomas Hali¬ 
fax, a city knight, one of the representatives for the 
•borough of Aylesbury. It was imagined that 
Colonel Gerard Lake, who then filled the situation 
about the prince of first equerry and commissioner 
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of the stables, and whose distinguished military 
services in India have since raised him to the rank 
of a British viscount, would have started for the 
vacancy. I believe in point of fact he did offer 
himself, but without success; though at the general 
election in 1790 he was chosen one of the mem¬ 
bers for Aylesbury. 

A very few days after Halifax’s decease, a 
printed letter, addressed to the freeholders of that 
borough, signed “ W. Velshie,” was circulated at 
the west end of the town. Its contents could not 
be perused by the most splenetic man with a 
grave countenance. I copy the original as it now 
lies on my table. 

“ To de Gendelmen, de Abb&s, and de Freholders 
of de Comte of Ailsbri. 

“ My frind Gerri Lake havin offurd his sarvis’s. 
to repreprepresent you in parlialialiament, I pre¬ 
sum to tak de friddom to recummind um to you, 
bein my frind, and grate frind of my master de 
Prince. He is ver clever gendelmen, and kno de 
horse ver veil, how to bi for de Prince, and how 
to sel for himselv. But if you tink him two poor, 
and send him to de divl, I beg to offer miselv on 
his intrist, havin got plenti of munny in de hon- 
rable stasion I holds undur de Prince. I am natu¬ 
ralise Inglisman and Wig, and was introduce to 
de Wig Club by Lord Stormant and Jak Payne. 
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I am no papis myselv, tho I keeps grate fat 
papis hore, and sum say I am married to hur. 
Mi public sentimints are dat I vil give you ver 
good dinnurs and plenti of munni, if you vil lect 
me your representatatavive. My frinds and con- 
nuxions are de Duk of Qinsbri, Lord Lodian, 
Lord Luffbro, Lord Malmsbri, Lord Clurmunt, 
Lord Cartrit, Sheridan, Gerri Lake, Jak Payne, 
Geo. Hangre, Burke, Singel Spict Hambledon, 
Eglintown, Master Lee, Trevis de Jew, yong 
Gray, all de Convays, Harri Standup, Tarletun, 
and Tom Stepni. My principles are God dam de 
King and de Quin, de Pitt, and de Rustriesuns; 
and God bles de Prince and all his broders, and 
de Duk de Cumberland. I say ageii and agen 
dat de Prince be our lawful suvring, and not his 
fader. 

“ I am, gendelmen, 

“ Your frind and sarvant, 

“ W. Velshie.” 

The universally reputed author of this ludicrous 
production was the present Earl Onslow, then 
eldest son of Lord Onslow, commonly called in 
society Tom Onslow. He represented at the time 
the borough of Guildford. In his person he was 
low, rather indeed beneath the middle stature, and 
destitute of any elegance or grace; most fluent 
in discourse, his words and ideas always seeming 
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to press for utterance. His education had corre¬ 
sponded with his birth : the great compositions of 
antiquity were familiar to him; and he possessed an 
infinity of wit, if unfortunately it had not too fre¬ 
quently degenerated into buffoonery. Even then, 
he was often classical, though not always decorous; 
Yet her majesty, and the princesses her daughters, 
delighted in his society, seeming to enjoy his most 
eccentric flights of humour, fancy, and mimickry. 
They were peculiar to himself, baffling all attempt 
at description. In order to spare the eye, though 
he might sometimes wound the ear, he usually per* 
formed them behind a screen, His predominant 
passion was driving four in hand. He passed the 
whole day in his phaeton, and sacrificed every ob¬ 
ject to the gratification of that “ ignoble ambi¬ 
tion,” as he himself called it when speaking to me 
on the subject. Nevertheless, while holding the 
reins and exercising the whip in Piccadilly, his 
mind was not inactive. If by accident we met, 
he would sometimes stop, descend from the phae¬ 
ton, and entreat me to listen to a lampoon, or a 
couplet which he had just composed: he had in 
fact a poetic vein, though the stream was shallow. 
Voluble as he appeared to be in conversation, and 
abounding with ideas, he possessed no political 
talent; and I believe he never made an attempt 
to rise in either house of parliament, where the 
name of Onslow would have secured him a. fa- 
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vourable hearing, at least in one house. On him* 
self, not less than on his acquaintance, he exercis¬ 
ed his satire, sparing neither his own defects of 
mind nor of person. I have already observed that 
he scarcely attained to middle height. Driving, 
on a certain day, to the Custom-house in his 
phaeton, while remaining on the quays, a crane 
which was employed in landing goods, in swing¬ 
ing round, caught his carriage, and had nearly 
lifted it from the ground, driver, horses, and all. 
Onslow, who was an expert coachman, disen¬ 
gaged himself after some time, not without 
difficulty, from his perilous situation. “Now,” 
exclaimed he, “I can believe in the accounts 
transmitted to us of the battle between the pig* 
rrnes and the cranes.” 

Among the eminent individuals enumerated 
in “ Weltjee’s address to the electors of Ayles¬ 
bury,” many have been already mentioned in the 
course of these memoirs. Indeed, with the ex¬ 
ception of three,—namely, the Earl of Eglington, 
Mr. Lee, and Travis,—I personally knew, in a 
greater or less degree, all the others. I have else¬ 
where spoken of the late Admiral Payne, one of 
the most honest, honourable, and attached ser¬ 
vants of the Prince of Wales. Lord Carteret 
still survives in 1821, at a very advanced age. 
Having been raised to the peerage by Pitt in 
1784, and holding at the time of his majesty’s 
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malady the office of joint postmaster-general, his 
defection in joining the prince’s party excited 
much surprize, while it cost him his place. The 
Honourable George Hanger, now become an 
Irish baron in his old age by the successive de¬ 
cease of his two brothers, the Lords Coleraine, 
might rather be considered as a humble retainer 
of Carlton House than justly numbered among 
the friends of the heir-apparent. Poor even to a 
degree of destitution, without profession or regu¬ 
lar employment, subsisting from day to day by 
expedients, some of them not the most reputable, 
he was regarded as a sort of outcast from decent 
society. Yet he did not altogether want a de¬ 
gree of eccentric talent. Like myself, he is an 
author, having published, nearly twenty years 
ago, his “Life, Adventures, and Opinions:” a 
work in which, together with much absurdity, 
may be found some curious facts and anecdotes 
of his own time. Sir Thomas Stepney, who has 
succeeded to the title, but without the estate, of 
his elder brother, and my friend, the late Sir John, 
belonged to the Duke of York, not to the Prince 
of Wales. In the duke’s family, Stepney has held 
for a quarter of a century, and still continues at 
the present hour to fill, the post of groom of 
the bedchamber. Tarleton, distinguished in his 
youth, on the other side of the Atlantic, as a 
brave and enterprizing partizan during the course 
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of the American war, the Trenck of our time, 
has been since known in parliament, through 
many sessions, as member for Liverpool. 

Notwithstanding the rapidity with which the 
Regency Bill had advanced through the house of 
commons, yet one great, delicate, and.most im¬ 
portant provision still remained for regulation. I 
mean, the mode and form by which his majesty 
should be enabled, on his mental recovery,, to 
resume the monarchical power. It formed a point 
of extraordinary difficulty for legislation.' Pitt, 
with his usual masterly compression of ideas, 
stated his proposition to the house; enabling the 
queen, whenever she and Jive of her council should 
consider the king to be restored to sanity of mind, 
immediately to convoke the privy council, as far 
as any number not less than nine. If six of the 
latter body should coincide in opinion that his 
majesty’s disorder no longer existed, they were 
authorized and bound to countersign the procla¬ 
mation informing the public of his recovery. A 
copy of this instrument was ordered to be imme¬ 
diately transmitted to the lord mayor of London, 
and to be printed in the Gazette; parliament 
being totally precluded from exercising any in¬ 
terference or participation throughout the whole 
transaction. Such was the minister’s plan, which 
he justified by strong, plausible, and solid reasons. 
“ The king possesses,” said Pitt, “ an undoubted 

VOL. in. z 
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right to resume the personal exercise of the royal 
authority as soon as he has recovered his reason. 
That fact must be notified through some osten¬ 
sible channel. Privy counsellors, responsible for 
their advice, would form the proper mode of 
communicating the event to the country; which 
notification would instantly terminate the re¬ 
gency. The queen and her council having stated 
it to the president of the council, then, on the 
king’s requisition under his sign manual, the 
privy council being assembled, are bound to 
countersign the royal proclamation calling on 
parliament to meet without delay. In conse¬ 
quence of such precautions, I conceive it to be 
impossible that a resumption can take place un¬ 
der doubtful or equivocal circumstances.” 

Wise, able, and commensurate with the evil, as 
this measure may perhaps appear to posterity, it 
excited the general, unqualified indignation of 
the chiefs of opposition. Powis stigmatized it 
by the epithets of “ incongruous, unprecedented, 
and unconstitutional: an attempt to supersede 
the rights of parliament, transferring them to a 
hacknied and garbled junto.” Marsham reite¬ 
rated all these accusations. Francis observed 
how easy it was to prove beyond dispute the 
existence of insanity, but how difficult to demon¬ 
strate the fact of a real and complete recovery. 
“ Yet parliament,” continued he, “ having thought 
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it indispensable to establish the king’s incapacity 
to the satisfaction of the whole country, was now 
called on to refer the question of his resumption 
to an inferior tribunal.” Sheridan pointing these 
remarks against the minister with his acoustomed 
talent, Dundas came forward to Pitt’s support. 
“ The proposition,” said he, “ submitted to the 
house, is for enabling the king, on his recovery, 
to meet his parliament in his own right as sove¬ 
reign. On the contrary, the alternative held out 
would humiliate him to the character of a sup¬ 
plicant for his throne, while he must witness his 
authority exercised by a regent. But there still 
remains an additional check, and which I by no 
means regard as feeble in its operation. It is the 
pause allowed to his majesty, during which he 
may exercise his philosophy and his religion, by 
revolving deeply his situation, previous to issuing 
the proclamation which will say to his people, 
I am again your king. Can it be suffered, that 
when he is recovered, the regent appointed to 
exercise his functions shall come down to parlia¬ 
ment with the pomp of royalty, while the sove¬ 
reign is compelled to remain a spectator of the 
show from the windows of Buckingham House ? 
I believe this assembly and the country will 
equally revolt at such a proposition.” 

It was not till towards the close of the debate 
that Burke attempted to take part in the dis- 
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cussion: nor, such was his unpopularity, did he 
succeed without considerable difficulty. “We 
have been asked,” observed he, “ from the trea¬ 
sury bench, whether we would wish to see the 
king a supplicant to parliament for his throne ? I 
reply, Yes; I consider parliament as the proper 
judge of kings, and it is necessary that they 
should be amenable to it. But I do not wish 
him to be a supplicant to his own menial servants 
who eat his bread, and receive his wages.”—“ The 
first indispensable preliminary to his majesty’s 
resumption of the royal authority, is that the 
sanity should not be doubtful. It would form mat¬ 
ter of awful responsibility, to bring forward the 
person of a monarch who might become the tool 
of a faction. The disorder with which he is vi¬ 
sited resembles a vast sea that has rolled in, and 
then at a low tide has rolled back, leaving a bold 
and barren shore. I have visited the dreadful 
abodes in which are confined these unfortunate 
beings. An author of no ordinary authority, 
when describing the uncertainty of the - symptoms 
that indicate sanity, declares that many of the 
patients who had remained a month after their 
apparent recovery, before they were pronounced 
free from all complaint, had relapsed on the very 
last day previous to their intended liberation. 
The consequences were of the most disastrous 
kind. Some of these wretched individuals, after 



REGENCY.—BURKE. 


341 


an assumed restoration of reason, have proceeded 
to acts of sanguinary violence.” Strong marks of 
disapprobation, with cries of Order, issuing from 
the ministerial benches at this part of his speech, 
“ I wish, Mr. Speaker,” resumed Burke, “ to obr 
serve the utmost delicacy; but delicacy is only a 
subsidiary virtue, and ought always to be subor¬ 
dinate to truth, where the latter is of paramount 
importance. Towards the other sex we cannot 
preserve too much delicacy; yet are there nu¬ 
merous occasions in which it must be sacrificed. 
Child-birth, more especially where a kingdom is 
at stake; divorce bills, trials for rapes, proceed¬ 
ings in the ecclesiastical courts;—on all these, a 
total disregard is necessarily , exhibited for deli¬ 
cacy. I readily admit that the king’s resumption 
of power, if his cure prove effectual and permanent, 
will be a most auspicious event; but its effects 
must be proportionably dreadful should a sud¬ 
den relapse take place.” 

I have attempted to state with precision the 
purport of Burke’s observations, as, independent 
of the curious nature of the subject, it may pro¬ 
bably form the last occasion that I shall have 
to mention that illustrious person in the course 
of these memoirs. After the debate of the llth 
of February, Burke retired from the house of 
commons, or took no part in the discussions that 
arose there during a considerable time. Finding 



342 


MEMOIBS OF MY OWS TIME. 


that all his opposition only produced great odium 
to himself, while the king, contrary to Dr. War¬ 
ren’s predictions, advanced rapidly to the com¬ 
plete resumption of his mental powers, Burke 
abandoned a theatre on which he could no longer 
perform a part useful to his friends or to the 
common cause. In truth, he had incurred, by his 
line of conduct, severe, but perhaps unjust cen¬ 
sure: for it is impossible to deny that a most 
striking analogy exists between the two cases of 
Charles the Sixth and of George the Third, as 
Burke more than once asserted; though the ad¬ 
mirable provisions of the British constitution pre¬ 
served us from experiencing the calamities by 
which France was desolated under that unhappy 
reign. Nor did Burke by any means exaggerate 
the misfortune of a partial restoration of reason, 
if it had taken place in 1789, as actually hap¬ 
pened twenty-two years later, in the spring of 
1811. George the Third, during successive 
weeks, then seemed to have nearly or fully re¬ 
covered his faculties; and he displayed in his 
conversations with the ministers the utmost anx¬ 
iety, as well as impatience, to resume his sceptre. 
What a collision might—nay, must have arisen 
between Pitt and Fox, if the king, at the time of 
which I now treat, had only enjoyed gleams and 
intervals of sanity! But other circumstances con¬ 
tributed to silence Burke. On the 11th of Fe- 
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bruary, his majesty’s disorder had evidently sub¬ 
sided; and Warren himself, who remained so 
long incredulous, at length signed upon that day 
a most favourable report. Such progress, indeed, 
had he made towards a perfect cure, that on the 
morning of the very day in question, Pitt had 
been allowed for the first time to visit the sove¬ 
reign since the beginning of his malady. He* 
went down alone to Kew, was introduced by Dr. 
Willis, remained with his majesty about fifteen 
minutes, conversed with him on ordinary topics, 
of course avoiding political subjects, and found 
him collected on every point. 

Before I take leave of Burke, whose name fills 
so conspicuous a place in the annals of George the 
Third during more than thirty years, let us cast a 
farewell glance on him at this period of his life. 
Never throughout his splendid parliamentary ca¬ 
reer,—and splendid it unquestionably was, though 
passed almost wholly on the opposition bench,— 
had he sunk so low in popular estimation as in 
1789! He no longer contended against a king 
and a minister engaged in a civil war, which pro¬ 
duced annually new disgraces and defeats. On 
the other hand, Burke felt himself declining in 
years and in health. His circumstances were very 
embarrassed: his son, whom he fondly cherished, 
was destitute of any provision or fortune; and 
his own temper had become sharpened by long 
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adversity: while his sanguine expectations of 
filling the pay-office a third time, under the 
approaching regency, had become suddenly over¬ 
clouded. Old age impended, with its infirmities 
and diseases. From this seemingly hopeless situ¬ 
ation he was soon extricated by the French revo¬ 
lution ; of which event, and its consequences to 
Europe, he early took a very different view and 
formed a very different estimate, from Fox. 

His speeches and literary productions in oppo¬ 
sition to the inroads of popular violence, anarchy, 
and subversion in France, dissolving the ties 
which had so long united him with Fox, naturally 
led him over to Pitt. I was present in the house 
of commons on that evening when Burke, after 
producing from under his coat the revolutionary 
dagger, and renouncing all further connexion with 
his old political friends, crossed to the treasury 
bench, where he squeezed himself in between 
Dundas and Pitt. It formed the most interesting 
and affecting scene that I witnessed during the 
time that I remained in parliament; Fox weieping 
throughout the whole transaction, his emotions, 
as often as he rose to speak, impeding his utter¬ 
ance. Burke, on the contrary, who shifted his 
place more than once before he finally passed over 
to the government side of the house, never shed a 
tear, nor even manifested any sentiment of con¬ 
cern. Abhorrence of the revolutionary doctrines, 
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as he esteemed them, which Fox had professed on 
different occasions, seemed to have steeled Burke’s 
breast against all impressions or recollections of 
former times. Indeed, his whole deportment re¬ 
sembled the wild and troubled movements of a 
man disordered in mind, rather than the sober, 
reflective determination of a statesman. So great 
an accession of moral strength to administration 
was justly appreciated by the sovereign and by 
the minister. Two pensions, amounting together 
to three thousand six hundred pounds a year, 
were bestowed on him, each for three lives, as his 
remuneration. I believe he obtained for them by 
sale near six-and-thirty thousand pounds. Ho¬ 
nours and distinctions followed. Not, indeed, 
titles or decorations, but the most flattering testi¬ 
monies of notice and of royal favour. George 
the Third accompanied him from one end to the 
other of Windsor Terrace, covering with atten¬ 
tions and expressions of regard the champion of 
order, monarchy, and good government. Thus 
secured by the bounty of the crown from pecu¬ 
niary difficulties, did that distinguished individual 
shortly afterwards finish his days! 

11/A—13/A February .—No attempt to answer 
Burke was made by any member of administra¬ 
tion ; but some coarse personal jests or sarcasms 
on his visits to the receptacles for insane patients, 
to which he had alluded in his speech, were thrown 
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out by Sir Richard Hill, from the treasury bench. 
Sheridan, after observing that as the bill was drawn 
up, the king’s recovery would not be notified to 
parliament in any shape, even though the two 
houses should be actually assembled when it took 
place, moved an amendment to Pitt’s proposition. 
Its object was to compel the privy council to take 
care that the instrument announcing his majesty’s 
recovery should be submitted to parliament pre¬ 
vious to its transmission to the lord mayor, or 
its insertion in the Gazette. On a division, go¬ 
vernment negatived it by a majority of sixty- 
eight, the respective numbers being 181 and 113. 
It formed the last effort of opposition against the 
bill, which was read a third time on that night. 

Next day, Pulteney moved a clause for limiting 
to the term of three years the provision which im¬ 
posed restrictions on the regent’s power of creating 
peers. The chancellor of the exchequer, who well 
appreciated the value of Pulteney’s support, not 
only concurred with him in sentiment, but reite¬ 
rated, with testimonies of high approbation, all 
Pulteney’s opinions relative to the duration of the 
restrictions. “ I thank Heaven, however,” added 
he, “ that I have every day stronger reason to be¬ 
lieve his majesty’s illness will not be protracted to 
any distant period!” In fact, on that very morn¬ 
ing the report of his physicians had pronounced 
him to be in “ a progressive state of amendment” 
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Sheridan moved, that instead of three years, the 
words “ one year” should be inserted in the blank; 
but knowing the inutility of dividing the house, 
he allowed the clause to be filled up with the 
former term. The bill then passed; and on the 
18th of February, Pitt, attended by many of his 
friends, carried it up to the bar of the house of 
lords. 

13 th —18fA February .—Fox returned at this 
time from Bath, as much apparently amended in 
his health as he was sunk in his expectations of 
again entering the cabinet. Little more than 
three weeks earlier, when he left London, the 
king, according to appearances, seemed to be in an 
almost hopeless state of lunacy. Before the middle 
of February, his prompt and complete restoration 
to sanity of mind was universally as well as confi¬ 
dently anticipated. How often must Fox have 
deplored his recall from Italy, at a moment when 
he already touched the land of arts, and was pre¬ 
paring to visit the three gems of Europe !—gems 
which he was never again permitted to see. His 
whole residence in London bad been a “ phantas¬ 
ma,” injurious to his health, and terminating in 
disappointment. Already various individuals, 
either of high rank, or holding offices of trust, or 
distinguished by the king’s personal favour, were 
admitted to see and converse with him. Moore, 
archbishop of Canterbury, a dull, but a worthy 
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and respectable prelate, was among the first; and 
on the following day, Pitt, together with the new 
Speaker of the house of commons, had an inter¬ 
view of some length with his majesty. Even the 
Earl of Chesterfield and the Duke of Richmond 
were aUowed to wait on him: but it was not 
thought proper to introduce into his presence the 
Prince of Wales or the Duke of York. 

With the chancellor he held long and repeated 
conversations, Willis being usually, but not inva¬ 
riably, present on these occasions, when only to¬ 
pics of ordinary discourse were agitated. With 
the queen and his daughters he passed much time. 
His appetite, sleep, and memory all returned; 
while his pulse, which had risen to one hundred 
and twenty pulsations in a minute during the se¬ 
vere accesses of his disorder, fell gradually to its 
usual standard. He was not left in ignorance that 
Warren, throughout his whole distemper, had au¬ 
gured ill of his recovery; and that, when the other 
medical attendants perceived amendment, Warren 
either, did not, or would not, coincide in opinion 
with them. As early as the 11th of February, 
when that physician arrived at Kew and entered 
his apartment, the king held out his arm; adding, 
“ Feel my pulse, Dr.Warren. How does, it beat ? 
And .how many strokes did it beat, three days 
ago ? . I think there is some amendment. Is there 
not?”—Warren admitted it, and fully confirmed 
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his conviction of the fact by the “ bulletin” which 
he signed on that day: but it was not until the 
17th of the month that he certified under his hand 
the king’s being “ in a state of convalescence .” 

Meanwhile the house of peers proceeded in the 
Regency Bill with as much dispatch as if the ma¬ 
lady had not manifested any symptoms of abate¬ 
ment : but the interest which under opposite cir¬ 
cumstances would have attended their delibera¬ 
tions, became much diminished in consequence of 
the recent change that had taken place at Kew. 
No debate of importance arose in the early stages 
of the measure, till the 18th, when Lord Rawdon, 
after expatiating with force relative to the clauses 
which conferred on the queen a control over the 
royal household, moved the limitation of her ma¬ 
jesty’s authority to such part of the establishment 
“ as should be deemed necessary to attend on the 
king during his illness.” Lord Stormont on this 
occasion exhibited his accustomed powers of ar¬ 
gument and eloquence. “ The ministers,” said he, 
** when they institute a feeble government, know 
not the extent or magnitude of the evils that they 
originate. I fear not, my lords, an open, bold 
ambition. But I dread that dark and secret ambi¬ 
tion, which, working under ground and undermining 
all opposed to it, may cripple the power which it 
dares not avowedly combat in open day. The 
patronage of the household extends over offices 
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exceeding one hundred thousand pounds a year in 
value.”—“ I have ever understood that the king is 
the fountain of office, as of honour. This bill 
makes the queen the fountain of office. But the 
present administration subvert every barrier of 
the constitution.” 

“ It has been observed,” continued Lord Stor¬ 
mont, “ that the queen can have no political views. 
I well know how much she is entitled to venera¬ 
tion. But her advisers, who possess power with¬ 
out responsibility, may misguide her. Artifice 
and cabal will find their way into her presence:— 
for I know of no quality in the air of Kew 
which has power to expel or to remove the 
vermin that invariably infest courts.” 

Lord Hawkesbury, who might possibly find 
some of the sentiments in this speech calcu¬ 
lated to afford him subject of reflection, rose 
in reply. So did Lord Sydney, who denied that 
the operation of the bill would weaken the new. 
government. “ Let us,” exclaimed he, “ consider 
who the regent is! A Prince of Wales of high 
character, of captivating manners, greatly beloved* 
and in the flower of youth. The restrictions im¬ 
posed, it is well known, are only provided for the 
period of his majesty’s incapacity. Do we re¬ 
collect the present situation of the sovereign ? He 
has been already declared convalescent in a report 
signed by Dr. Warren; and his testimony, I 
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presume, will not be called in question.” A di¬ 
vision taking place. Lord Rawdon’s amendment 
was rejected by twenty-three votes, the respective 
numbers being 89 to 66; and a warm discussion 
then arose on the question of adjournment. Mi¬ 
nisters, anxious to stop further proceedings, at a 
moment when the king might again be speedily 
brought forward in his regal capacity, proposed 
to “report progress:” but the Earl of Carlisle, 
Lord Stormont, and various other peers, opposed 
it with the utmost vehemence. When the “ Irish 
propositions ,” said they, “were discussed within 
these walls, we continued here till two in the 
morning. And are we now, at half past eight, to 
be told of the lateness of the hour ? No man who 
considers the deep importance and urgency of the 
present business can deny that it calls for dis¬ 
patch. If therefore ministers postpone it, they 
must be responsible to their country for the con¬ 
sequences.” Notwithstanding these reclamations, 
an adjournment finally took place.' 

19 th February .—On the following day, it hav¬ 
ing been determined in cabinet to arrest the fur¬ 
ther progress of the Regency Bill in the upper 
house, the chancellor took his seat on the wool¬ 
sack. Then rising before the order could be read 
for renewing the debate of the preceding evening, 
he observed that since his majesty had been pro¬ 
nounced by his physicians in a state of conoales - 
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cence, the accounts of his progressive improve¬ 
ment had almost hourly received confirmation. 
“The recent intelligence from Kew," continued 
Lord Thurlow, “ is so favourable, that I concave 
every individual present will coincide with me in 
thinking it would be indecent to continue the 
proceedings in which we are engaged, when the 
principle of the bill itself may probably be com¬ 
pletely done away.” Having then congratulated 
the audience and the country on the auspicious 
opening prospect, he submitted to the peers the 
propriety of an adjournment until the ensuing 
Tuesday, the 24th of the month. No opposition 
whatever was experienced, and only two indivi¬ 
duals expressed any opinion on the occasion. The 
first was Lord Stormont. After protesting that 
the communication just made gave him the live¬ 
liest joy, “ Although regencies,” added he, “ are 
expedients required by necessity under pecu¬ 
liar exigencies, yet every man must feel bow 
great is the calamity of their existence. With 
respect to the present Regency Bill, I consider it 
as an aggravation of our national misfortunes. I 
rejoice therefore, personally, if I should be deli¬ 
vered from the severe duty, which the urgent 
nature of the case, and that motive alone, could 
have induced me to undertake. Yet, even under 
the embarrassing restrictions imposed, I am con¬ 
vinced that the Prince of Wales would have ex- 
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hibited an earnest of that wisdom and exertion 
which may be expected from him when in the 
course of nature he shall ascend the throne. My 
eyes, it is reasonable to suppose, will be closed 
long before that day arrives: but there are lords 
now present who may live to witness it. They, 

I have no doubt, will experience the benefit, and 
will acknowledge the truth, of my prediction.” 

We must candidly admit that during eight or 
nine years the regent's administration did not in 
any degree disgrace Lord Stormont’s augury. 

But what sentence will posterity pass upon the 
king , for his treatment of the unfortunate Caro¬ 
line of Brunswick, from the instant of his ascend¬ 
ing the throne ? The second and last person who 
addressed the house was the Duke of York. 
Having declared the high satisfaction which he 
felt at the favourable account given, and his per¬ 
fect concurrence with the motion for adjournment, ^ 
he subjoined: “ I should have derived the greatest 
pleasure from making the same communication, 
if I had been enabled to do it from any authentic 
information. Impressed with the exhilarating 
reports circulated, I esteemed it my duty yester¬ 
day to request admission to his majesty’s pre¬ 
sence. From reasons which might be considered 
as justifiable, I was denied that satisfaction. I 
cannot have had any communication with my 
royal brother on a subject so unexpectedly agi- 
VOL. III. 2 A 
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tated; but the knowledge which I possess of his 
sentiments enables me to assert, that his gratifica¬ 
tion at this auspicious intelligence will be, if pos¬ 
sible, even higher than my own. It must liberate 
him from the embarrassments in which he would 
otherwise have been placed, and which no motive 
could have impelled or induced him to encounter, 
except a strong sense of his duty to the country.” 
When the house of commons met on the day 
ensuing, Pitt, without assigning the slightest rea¬ 
son for his conduct, or giving any explanation 
whatever, instantly moved an adjournment to the 
24th of February. Vyner, affecting surprize at 
so singular a proceeding when no part of the 
public business was yet brought forward, added: 
“ I can, nevertheless, imagine the cause; and if I 
am well founded in my conjecture, it is a most 
joyous cause to this house, as well as to the king¬ 
dom. Yet I cannot help wishing that we might 
enjoy the gratification of hearing it stated from 
the chancellor of the exchequer, in order to be 
enabled to communicate it with confidence to our 
constituents.” Almost any other minister than 
Pitt would have made some reply, if not dis¬ 
closure, in compliance with Tyner’s invitation; 
but he> on the contrary, entrenching himself in 
silence, the question of adjournment was put, and 
carried without one dissentient voice. 

24 th February. —Nor was he more cotnmunica- 
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tive when the house met again, though before 
that day the king had nearly emancipated him* 
self from all medical attendance. The chancellor, 
however little distinguished by the general suavi¬ 
ty of his manners or temper, acted very differently 
towards the peers. He thought it proper to pre¬ 
mise, before he moved for an adjournment to the 
2nd of the ensuing month, that every information 
received from Kew confirmed the probability 
of his majesty’s speedy and complete recovery. 
Amidst the' silence which followed, the Duke of 
Norfolk rising, observed that notwithstanding the 
want of any regular evidence to contradict the 
testimony of the physicians who had been form¬ 
ally examined, yet the chancellor enjoying the 
honour of being personally admitted into the 
royal presence, his statement carried with it irre¬ 
sistible authority. “ Nevertheless,” continued the 
duke, “ I could wish to learn what is the present 
aspect of the king’s health; what steps are in¬ 
tended to be pursued after the proposed period of 
adjournment, if the sovereign, continuing to ad¬ 
vance in progressive amendment, shall neverthe¬ 
less be then unable to resume his regular func¬ 
tions. Lastly, will another examination of the 
physicians take place ?” To the first of these en¬ 
quiries the chancellor gave a satisfactory reply. 
“ As far,” answered he," as my judgment enables 
me to form an opinion, the posture of his majes- 

2 A 2 
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ty’s mind appears to be clear and distinct. Dur¬ 
ing the recent interviews which I have had with 
him in obedience to his commands, I have re¬ 
mained in his presence at one time for an hour 
and a quarter. On this very day I passed a full 
hour with him. Throughout both these audi¬ 
ences I found his intelligence perfectly sound, in¬ 
somuch that 1 consider him to be capable of 
conversing on any subject.” Evading the duke’s 
subsequent questions, “ Whatever measures might 
be hereafter proposed,” he said, “ must be founded 
on the state of his majesty’s health, and could 
not therefore as yet be accurately stated.” An 
adjournment followed. 

24 th —28 th February .—While all public busi¬ 
ness was thus suspended, the king continued to 
make the most rapid and uninterrupted advances 
to perfect recovery. As early as the 25th of 
the month, Warren had signed a report declar¬ 
ing that “he appeared to be free from com¬ 
plaint and two days afterwards, orders were 
issued to discontinue the “bulletins.” His ma¬ 
jesty even resumed his accustomed intercourse 
with Pitt by letters, manifesting in them, as well 
as in every other act, a composed mind. He 
might indeed be said to have recommenced the 
exercise of his regal functions, as on the last 
day of February he signed a commission filled 
up at the treasury, and transmitted to Kew for 
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that purpose. Perhaps, in such a proceeding 
there was something informal, if not illegal; no 
parliamentary proof existing of his restoration to 
sanity since the last examination of the physi¬ 
cians. But, as no legislative act had received 
the royal sanction declaring him suspended from 
the exercise of the sovereign authority, ministers, 
conscious of the general wishes of the nation, 
ventured to pass the strict limits of law. Nu¬ 
merous individuals distinguished by the king’s 
regard or partiality, among whom were Lord 
Hawksbury, Sir Joseph Banks, and West the 
celebrated painter, obtained access to him: but 
he did not as yet think proper to admit into his 
presence either the Prince of Wales or Duke of 
York. 

A circumstance which took place likewise at 
this time tended still more to widen the breach. 
The two Irish houses of parliament having, in 
opposition to all the efforts of the lord-lieute¬ 
nant, and certainly with more precipitation than 
wisdom, addressed the Prince of Wales to take 
on him the regency of that kingdom, during the 
king's malady , without restrictions, sent over a de¬ 
putation to London for the purpose of announ¬ 
cing it to his royal highness. At their head were 
placed the Duke of Leinster and the Earl of 
Charlemont, who arrived in the English capital 
on the 25th of February, the very day when his 
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majesty was declared to be M free from complaint." 
On tlie 27 th, precisely as the medical reports 
were suppressed on account of the king’s complete 
recovery , these delegates presented the address of 
the Irish parliament to his royal highness at Carl* 
ton House. He made them a grateful and ap¬ 
propriate answer. But it was thought that the 
members of the deputation would have acted 
more judiciously, if, on finding the king reco¬ 
vered, they had written to their constituents at 
Dublin, demanding new instructions. The Duke 
of York entertained them at his residence in 
Whitehall on the day of presenting the address. 
This dinner was followed by a superb banquet 
given at Carlton House, where not only the Dukes 
of York and of Cumberland assisted, but at 
which were likewise present, with the principal 
opposition peers. Fox, Burke, Sheridan, Francis, 
Courtenay, and Lord John Townsend, then one 
of the members for Westminster. Fox had pre¬ 
viously made his appearance in the house of com¬ 
mons. After passing a few weeks very joyous¬ 
ly and convivially in the metropolis, the Irish 
delegates returned home. If they had arrived a 
month earlier, their appearance and mission would 
have produced no ordinary effect: but, coming 
after the king’s recovery, and nevertheless persist¬ 
ing to prosecute the original purpose for which 
they were sent, so strange a mode of proceeding 
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excited many animadversions, not unaccompanied 
with ridicule. 

As soon as the king resumed his ordinary oc¬ 
cupations, he passed a great part of his time in the 
perusal of the recent debates that had arisen in 
both houses. The divisions, accompanied with the 
printed lists of the members who respectively 
voted upon each side, formed likewise an inter-* 
esting subject of his attention. I know that, 
after maturely reviewing them, he said: "The 
conduct of two individuals in the house of com¬ 
mons affects me with much surprize; the one, 
that he should have supported me; the other, 
that he deserted me. I mean Mr. Dundas in 
the first, and Sir Charles Gould in the second in¬ 
stance.” However interested or relaxed Dun- 
das’s political principles might be supposed, yet 
the superiority of his judgment kept him firm to 
Pitt. From the opposite party he could not hope 
for employment. He consulted, therefore, his in¬ 
terest and his ambition, not less than his honour 
and his character, in standing or falling with his 
friend the minister. Sir Charles Gould found 
himself in a different predicament. He was then 
only a knight, having received the distinction in 
1779, as the representative of Admiral Sir Ed¬ 
ward Hughes, when that naval officer was deco¬ 
rated with the order of the Bath. Mr. Gould be¬ 
ing bred to the law, at an early period of life made 
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proposals to Mr. Morgan of Ruperra, in the coun¬ 
ty of Glamorgan, for the hand of one of his 
daughters. “ I have,” answered he, “ two girls. 
One is handsome; the other, not so well endowed 
by nature. In order to repair that deficiency, I 
mean to give her fifteen hundred pounds as a 
marriage portion. To her sister. I shall only give 
one thousand. Which of them would you wish 
to have ?” “ Allow me to enquire,” replied 

Gould, “ which is the eldest ?” “ The plain girl,” 
rejoined he. “Then, if you please, sir,” said 
Gould, “ I’ll have her.” 

The marriage was accomplished, the bride hav¬ 
ing at the time three brothers, two of whom I 
personally knew in parliament. They neverthe¬ 
less all died without leaving issue; and Gould, in 
right of his wife, inherited the immense estates 
situate at Tredegar, at Ruperra, and in other parts 
of South Wales, which at this hour exceed forty 
thousand pounds per annum. Not long after 
the king’s accession, in 1762, Gould had been 
made judge advocate general of the forces; a 
post which he held nearly four-and-forty years. 
His inclinations, his principles, and his official 
employment, all impelled him to support ad¬ 
ministration. But he was brought into the 
house of commons as member for the county of 
Brecon by the Morgan interest; and Pitt having 
offended that family in order to oblige the Duke 
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of Beaufort, Gould, who beheld himself the pro¬ 
bable eventual heir to their vast property, quitted 
the minister on some questions to follow his bro¬ 
ther-in-law into opposition. Such was the secret 
history of his defection, at which the king ex¬ 
pressed so much astonishment. Gould, when he 
obtained the Morgan estates, assumed at the same 
time their name; both of which have descended 
to his son. But the father never could succeed 
in attaining the grand object of his ambition, a 
British peerage. Pitt created him, indeed, a 
baronet in 1792, and subsequently raised him to 
a place' in the privy council. He supplicated, im¬ 
plored, offered to resign his employment of judge 
advocate general, and exerted during many suc¬ 
cessive years every effort in order to conciliate 
the minister. Pitt remained, however, inflexible, 
and Sir Charles died a commoner in 1806, as 
his son continues in 1820. 

1st—9 th March .—Both houses still adjourning 
from time to time in order to allow a sufficient 
interval for the confirmation of his majesty’s reco¬ 
very, Pitt, on the 2nd of March, at length briefly 
adverted to the fact, as forming a motive to post¬ 
pone during a few days the resumption of public 
business. The Prince of Wales and Duke of 
York were finally permitted to wait on the king; 
but their reception, as might be expected, was 
cold, grave, and formal, admitting no explanations 
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whatever of their past conduct. Four pages of 
the back-stairs, two of whom were Germans, the 
other two English, suspected of divulging or 
transmitting information to Carlton House dur¬ 
ing the critical periods of the king's malady, re¬ 
ceived their dismission. So did the Marquis of 
Lothian, as colonel of the first regiment of Life¬ 
guards ; and the Duke of Queensberry, as one of 
the lords of the bedchamber. Yet even in these 
acts his majesty manifested a mind exempt from, 
and superior to, any vindictive sentiment. The 
Duke of Queensberry’s large property in England, 
as well as in Scotland, rendered him indifferent to 
the loss of his place, in a pecuniary point of view: 
but Lord Lothian could ill afford such a defal¬ 
cation from his income. Aware of the circum¬ 
stance, the king, while he removed the marquis 
from a situation near his own person, neverthe¬ 
less bestowed on him another regiment; com¬ 
pensating the difference between it and the for¬ 
mer by an annual allowance out of the privy 
purse. General Burgoyne and Fox did not less in¬ 
veigh with the utmost acrimony against the treat¬ 
ment of Lord Lothian, as a shameless act of mi¬ 
nisterial vengeance and oppression. Taking ad¬ 
vantage of the army estimates being moved in the 
house of commons some few days afterwards. 
Fox exclaimed, “ The language of ministers to 
military officers evidently is, 'You may vote 
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against government, you may oppose the interests 
of the king, and you may do both without incur, 
ring punishment; but you shall not support the 
interests of the Prince of Wales.” No word was ut¬ 
tered by Pitt in reply. 

If the fact relative to the Marquis of Lothian 
strongly proves the placability of George the 
Third’s temper, the particulars that I am about to 
recount will equally attest the enlargement and 
. serenity of his mind. During the first days of 
March, being at Kew, accompanied only by one 
of his equerries, while walking through the apart¬ 
ments of the palace, the astonished eyes of the 
equerry were involuntarily arrested by a strait 
waistcoat that lay on a chair. Hastily averting 
his view from an object which recalled images so 
painful, he endeavoured to conceal his embarrass¬ 
ment. But the king, who perceived it, and who 
well knew the cause, turning to him, said, “ You 
need not be afraid to look at it. Perhaps it is 
the best friend I ever had in my life.” The gen¬ 
tleman in question was Mr. Robert Greville, bro¬ 
ther to the late Earl of Warwick, who related it 
to Sir John Macpherson. Nearly at the same 
time, before the king quitted Kew to remove to 
Windsor, he received information that a poor- 
house, or hospital, was constructing at Richmond. 
Without previously giving notice of his design, 
attended only by Major Price, his equerry in 
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waiting, he entered the building, and inspected 
every part of it; not omitting the rooms destined 
for the reception of lunatics, which he examined 
with minute and particular attention. Having 
gratified his curiosity, he left the hospital; ob¬ 
serving that be derived great pleasure from see¬ 
ing so comfortable an asylum, and such excellent 
accommodations, provided for persons labouring 
under the misfortune of insanity. After his 
complete recovery, on returning to Windsor, the 
windows of his apartments at the lodge, which 
had been nailed down during the first paroxysms 
of his malady in order to guard against any sud¬ 
den act of frenzy,—by a censurable negligence 
of the domestics still remained in the same state. 
The king, not aware of the circumstance, at¬ 
tempted to throw up one of the windows. Find¬ 
ing it fastened, the cause was explained to him. 
He expressed neither emotion nor irritation on 
the occasion. 

10/A March. — At length, after repeated ad¬ 
journments, the two houses met for the dispatch 
of business. The speech, which the chancellor 
pronounced in his majesty’s name, was evidently 
drawn up in terms calculated to obviate oppo¬ 
sition, and, if possible, to produce unanimity. In 
it the sovereign returned “ his warmest acknow¬ 
ledgments for the proofs of affectionate attach¬ 
ment exhibited to his person, the zealous con- 
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cem shewn for the honour and interests of his 
crown, together with the security and good go¬ 
vernment of his dominions.” No eulogiums, 
either on ministers, or on their late measures, 
were introduced. Earl Gower, eldest son of the 
Marquis of Stafford, and who not long afterwards 
succeeded the Duke of Dorset as ambassador at 
the court of France, moved the address to the 
throne in the lower house. He performed it 
with brevity, avoiding cautiously every topic 
likely to excite a difference of sentiment. Mr. 
Yorke, now Earl of Hardwicke, who seconded 
the motion, did not think it requisite to exert 
equal circumspection. He ventured to observe, 
that “ the house might find subject of congratu¬ 
lation in having proceeded with more caution 
than expeditionadding, that “ it must be to 
them a source of exultation to perceive that his 
majesty was able, on resuming the duties of his 
office, not only to approve, but likewise to ap¬ 
plaud their proceedings.” These expressions, 
which implied the strongest approbation of Pitt 
and his colleagues, did not escape Fox’s animad¬ 
version, though he declared that they should not 
prevent him from concurring in an unanimous 
vote. 

“ I do not believe, however,” continued Fox, 
“ that the king intended to express any such 
opinion of the late parliamentary proceedings as 
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has been intimated; because the speech is always 
considered, not as his, but as the minister’s 
speech. It is therefore altogether improbable 
that he would make it the vehicle of applauding 
his own measures. I entertain likewise too high 
an opinion of his majesty’s regard for justice, 
to suppose him capable of deciding between two 
parties without previously hearing both; and lam 
sure that , down to the present time, no opportunity 
has offered itself for giving any such explanation. 
Nevertheless, I will not be prevented from join¬ 
ing in the general joy on the present auspicious 
occasion.” Pitt, unwilling, no doubt, to disturb 
the unanimity of the house, remaining silent, the 
address was voted without a dissentient voice. 
Lord Graham then moved a congratulatory ad¬ 
dress to the queen. Fox remarked, that his only 
objection arose from its being unusual; adding, 
that when Margaret Nicholson made an attempt 
on the person of the king, no such testimony of 
respect or loyalty was proposed to be given to her 
majesty. “ If, however,” added he, “ all Europe 
has admired the queen's conduct during the late 
afflicting malady, there is likewise another per son 
whose conduct has equally excited universal ad¬ 
miration, and whose character has acquired ad* 
ditional splendor in the eyes of all mankind. 
Should her majesty be addressed, I can perceive 
no reason why an address ought not to be pre- 
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sented to the Prince of Wales .” The minister, 
who had hitherto resisted every provocation to 
mix in the debate, now rose, without however 
any avowed intention of contesting Fox’s prin¬ 
ciple. He did not, he asserted, believe that a 
difference of opinion existed relative to the virtues of 
the heir-apparent, nor had he the slightest objec¬ 
tion to address that illustrious person: but he 
could find no precedent for it. To queens, there 
were numerous instances on the journals of the 
house. As a proof of his assertion, he produced 
an address carried up to Queen Anne, on her 
husband Prince George of Denmark’s recovery 
from sickness. Fox tacitly concurred in this 
example; though he might have replied, that 
Anne reigned in her own right, not as a queen 
consort. The two cases were therefore widely 
different. He preferred, however, acquiescence. 

In the house of peers,—(where two speeches 
were pronounced; the first, by the Earl of Ches¬ 
terfield; the other, by Lord Cathcart; through¬ 
out every word of which, court adulation borrow¬ 
ed the language of gratitude to the Supreme 
Being for restoring to England her sovereign;)— 
one, and only one, difficulty was suggested re¬ 
specting the propriety of their parliamentary pro¬ 
ceeding. Earl Stanhope, a man who at every 
period of his life, whether as a commoner or as 
a peer, displayed the same ardent, eccentric, fear* 
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less, indefatigable, and independent character, 
stood forward to state his doubts on the principle, 
as well as the propriety, of the intended address to 
the throne. “ A bill,” observed he, “ is actually 
in progress, which contains a clause specifying the 
precise manner in which the king is to resume 
the reins of government on his recovery. The 
queen and her council are empowered to judge, 
and to decide, when this act may take place. 
Now, the two houses having in the first instance 
ascertained, by the testimony of the physicians, 
the royal incapacity; and having next specified 
the mode and channel through which the nation 
may he satisfied of the sovereign’s complete re¬ 
storation; is the present measure strictly parlia¬ 
mentary? I give full confidence to the fact of 
recovery; but it is essential that we should act 
in consonance to order” The chancellor, who 
probably was not prepared for such an objection 
from such a quarter, made nevertheless a prompt 
and ingenious, if not a solid reply. “ No decla¬ 
ration of the two houses could,” he said, “ deprive 
the king of the right to govern: nor could any 
clause interrupt his re-assuming his power , on the 
total cessation of his disorder.” Alluding to the 
Regency Bill with a sort of repugnance, as a mea¬ 
sure which he wished to be buried in oblivion, he 
denied that either the bill itself, or the clause 
inserted in it, was founded on the testimony of 
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the physicians. “ Parliament,” he asserted, “ had 
better proof of his majesty’s illness; namely, his 
having neither met the two houses in person, 
nor issued a commission to execute the duty.” 
These arguments, though coming from the wool¬ 
sack, made no impression on Lord Stanhope. He 
retained, and repeated his assertions; adding ne¬ 
vertheless, “I am a friend to ministers, and do 
not mean any insinuation prejudicial to them. 
My intention is only to put them on their guard.” 
I was of opinion at the time, and I remain so, 
that, as a matter of parliamentary order. Lord 
Stanhope was right in his positions. No other 
peer however supporting him, the address both to 
the king and queen passed unanimously, as it had 
done in the commons. 

These legislative deliberations were followed 
on the same night by the most brilliant, as well 
as the most universal exhibition of national loyal¬ 
ty and joy, ever witnessed in England. It ori¬ 
ginated, not with the police, nor with the govern¬ 
ment, but with the people, and was the genuine 
tribute of their affection. No efforts of despo¬ 
tism could, indeed, have enforced it. London 
displayed a blaze of light from one extremity to 
the other; the illuminations extending, without 
any metaphor, from Hampstead and Highgate to 
Clapham, and even as far as Tooting: while the 
vast distance between Greenwich and Kensing- 

VOL. III. 2 B 
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ton presented the same dazzling appearance. 
Even the elements seemed to favour the spec¬ 
tacle : for the weather, though rather cold, was 
dry. Nor were the opulent and the middle 
orders the only classes who came conspicuously 
forward on this occasion. The poorest mechanics 
contributed their proportion; and instances were 
exhibited of coblers’ stalls decorated with one 
or two farthing candles. Such was the tribute of 
popular attachment manifested in March 1789 
towards a sovereign who, only seven years earlier, 
in March 1782, after losing a vast empire beyond 
the Atlantic, seemed to stand on a fearful pre¬ 
cipice! But it would be unjust not to admit 
that the virtues of his character derived a lustre 
from the wise or fortunate selection of his minis¬ 
ter ; from the recent severe affliction that he had 
himself undergone; and from the change of ad¬ 
ministration which his son meditated to accom¬ 
plish, as soon as he should be invested with the 
regency. That measure itself, however necessary 
its adoption had been under the existing circum¬ 
stances that produced it, and. however deeply it 
then occupied the public mind, seemed now to 
disappear from recollection like a phantom. 
Every part of the public business, which during 
several months had been postponed or suspended 
in consequence of the king’s incapacity, was im¬ 
mediately brought forward; and as early as the 
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16th of March, Sir George Yonge, secretary at 
war, presented the army estimates in the house 
of commons. The opposition, whose vision of 
power had been so unexpectedly and improbably 
dissolved, again reduced to their former numbers, 
beheld Pitt resume the helm of state with aug¬ 
mented popularity, amidst the general applauses 
of the country. 

It is at this point of time that I conclude my 
memoirs. Many motives, personal as well as pub¬ 
lic, prevent me from prolonging them, though I 
continued to sit in parliament near five years 
afterwards, down to February 1794. I am al¬ 
ready entered on my seventieth year; but if I 
cannot therefore describe my time of life in the 
language of Umbricius, 

“ Dum nova canities, dum prima et recta senectus,” 

I can at least say with him, 

-“ Pedibus me 

Porto meis, nullo dextram subeunte bacillo.” 

I am not, however, on that account less mindful 
of Horace’s 

“ Solve senescentem.” 

Other reasons prompt me here to lay down my 
pen. After the restoration of George the Third' 
to health, another order of things seems to date; 
revolutionary France occupying the principal at¬ 
tention of Europe from 1789 to 1815. At the 
moment of finishing this work, I am deeply sen- 
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sible to its numberless deficiencies; some arising, 
no doubt, from my want of ability; more, as 
my enemies may perhaps assert, from want of 
information. My best excuse is Pope’s; who 
says, 

« If Queensberry to strip there’s no compelling, 

’Tis from her handmaid we must take a Helen.” 

With Lord Clarendon and Burnet, I well know 
that I can enter into no competition, in the great 
component materials of contemporary history. 
Their rank, offices, and facility of access to the 
highest sources of knowledge, place them far 
above all rivality on my part. Yet upon two 
points closely connected in themselves, and which 
ought to form the basis of historical composition,— 
I mean, truth and impartiality,—I may challenge 
perhaps a superiority even to them. How, in 
fact, could Lord Clarendon divest himself of his 
partiality to Charles the First; or the Bishop of 
Salisbury lay aside his attachment to William the 
Third ? I stand in no such predicament relative 
to George the Third, or to George the Fourth. 
From the former prince I received few or no 
benefits, though I supported him in parliament, 
and out of parliament, during some of the most 
critical periods of his reign. Nor do I owe greater 
obligations to his successor, though peculiar cir¬ 
cumstances led to his conferring on me the rank 
of a baronet. The services that I rendered Pitt, 
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to some of which I have had occasion to allude 
in former parts of these memoirs, far outweigh, 
even in the estimation of his friends, any favours 
that I ever received from him. With Fox I 
never had any political connexion, and rarely 
voted with him, either in or out of office, during 
nearly fourteen years that I remained in the 
house of commons. Regarding both those illus¬ 
trious men through the medium of time, I con¬ 
template them only as objects of investigation, 
wholly divested of partiality or of enmity. Con¬ 
scious that I stand on the verge of life, and that 
I must render an account at the bar of that 
Power from whom I received my being, of all 
that I have written, as well as of all that I have 
done, I can offer no homage to Him except truth; 
and to posterity, my greatest, if not my only 
recommendation, must consist in my impar¬ 
tiality. 
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LETTERS AND PAPERS RESPECTING THE 
QUEEN OF DENMARK. 


FROM THE BARON DE SECKENDORF. 


No. I. 

Un mot pour vous, mon trfes-cher. Tout va bien : 
on esp&re m£me que la Princesse* se retirera £t neuf 
heures, alors Sa Maj t6 f pourra vous parler jusqu’4 
11 heures 4 son aise. Vous pouv&s lui dire tout ce 
que vous av6s sur le cceur. Le mauvais terns m’an- 
nonce Tim possibility de me trouver demain matin au 
rendysvous: ainsi, ayes la grace, etant d’ailleurs des¬ 
tiny d’etre mouiliy, de passer 4 huit heures chys moi. 
Ordonnys les chevaux a neuf, et partys sous la garde 
de Dieu. Bon soir. 

Je retourne le chiffre, dont j’ai pris copie. Rap- 
portes-moi demain tout ce que vous avys encore de 
papiers ou d’ailleurs. 

Vous verrys la Reine prycisement k neuf heures. 

Baron de S- f. 

Z—11, 24 Mars, 1775. 


* Hereditaire de Brunswic. 
t La Reine de Dannemarc, Caroline Matilde. 
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No. II. 

Mon tr&s-cher ami,—La mort egalement douleu- 
reuse et rapide de mon incomparable maitresse ren- 
verse tout d’un coup F&lifice de notre prosp6rit&. 
Que nous sommes malheureux, et que sa perte est 
grande pour nos amis! Lepy a incessamment 
informe par moi de cette triste catastrophe. Le 
paquet dont se trouvoit charg£ le courrier a 
renvoy£ sans £tre d^cachetfe au S r Abel par Alis, et 
j’ignore entierement ce qu’auroit et6 la resolution 
qu’il comptoit donner aux amis de Montpellier. 

Alis m’a promis de faire en sorte que toutes les 
d£penses faites par eux et par vous seroient rem- 
boursles par Abel le plus t6t que possible; et sitdt 
que j’ai des nouvelles sftres k cet 6gard, vous en ser& 
instruit. En attendant, je vous prie de dire ced k 
Lepy. II est juste que personne perde son argent. 

Que deviendrons-nous 4 cette heure, mon tr^s-cher 
ami? Rester6s-vous k Londres, ou fer^s-vous le 
voyage que vos parens avoient projette? Puis-je 
me flatter de vous revoir jamais? Grand Dieu, 
quelle desolation en si peu de momens! Je ne 
pourrai jamais me remettre de ce coup. Votre der- 
rifere lettre parvint encore 4 la chfcre defuncte. 

Adieu, mon trfes-cher ami. Je ne cesserai de ma vie 
de vous aimer, et de con server la m&noire de votre 
attachement sincere pour la prdcieuse Agujari. 

Ce 16 May 75. - 

Tout k vous. Brocard. 

From Zell. From the Baron de 
8—k—f, immediately after 
her majesty’s death. 

N. W. W. Jr. 
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No. III. 

Votre bien bonne et aimable lettre du mois passe 
est entre mes mains, et j’ose vous dire qu’elle m’a 
6t6 dans mes amertumes actuelles d’une d’autant 
plus grande consolation, que je sais quelle est l’hon- 
n6tet6 de votre ame et la candeur de votre fafon de 
penser. L’incluse a 4te non seulement remise d’abord 
k Alis, qui, pour plus de shret6, ne vous fera r^ponse 
qu’avec le courier ordinaire d’Hanovre; mais je tiens 
sa promesse sacr£e, de s’int£resser vivement pour 
vous aupr&s le S r Abel: il faut absolument que ce- 
lui-ci aye soin d’un serviteur si z£l6 de sa soeur, 
qui, de son vivant, £toit si fort 6loign6 de tout ce qui 
s’appelle int6r6t ou recompense. Et d’ailleurs, Lepy 
et ses consortes renoncent et refusent restitution 
des fraix quelquonques; ils n’exigent que de vous voir 
place. Comment le series-vous, mon tr^s-cher et 
digne ami, selon vos vceux ? Ay6s la confiance en 
moi de me le dire. Appareminent c’est k Londres 
meme, dans quelque bureau d’un secretaire d’etat? 
Car pour 6tre employe dans les pays etrangers, il 
faut, je crois, savoir beaucoup de langues etrang£res. 
Vous continueres de m’addresser vos nouvelles k 
Zelle; car tantque le Roi ne se declare pas sur notre 
sort, il faut y rester tranquillement, et cela pourroit, 
dit-on, bien durer encore quelques mois. Toutefois, 
mon cher, vous saures dans quel trou du monde me 
trouver. 

Comme vous me demandes quelques particularites 
de la mort de celle qui faisoit nos deiices, et que 
nous ne voulons jamais cesser de pleurer amerement, 
je ne saurois mieux vous en informer, que par la 
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copie d’une lettre qui fut envoypar une de nos 
dames k Copenh. quelques jours apr&s ce d6c&s si in- 
fortun6 pour nous. Du reste, les gazettiers en Alle- 
magne, France, et en Hollande ont parl6 de ce triste 
6vfenement d’une fafon tr&s-touchante, et rendant 
tous les regrets et respects imaginables aux cendres 
de cette chfere Princesse. Oh leurs ennemis, qui ne 
cessoient point de la pers£cuter, m6ritoient bien 
que le bruit de l’empoisonnement devint plus g6n&- 
ral; car au bout du compte, c’est la douleur et leurs 
cabales qui l’ont tu6. 

Le billet cy-joint vous informera ce que les 6tats 
veulent faire en honneur de sa m6moire, et vous 
ser6s aussi tr&s-flatte de cette marque non-equivoque 
du z£le et de la v6n£ration de tout un peuple. 
Cette annonce paroitra dans toutes les gazettes d’Alle- 
magne, de France, et des Pays Bas. Nous d6sirons, 
mon cher, que vous la faites traduire en bon Anglois, 
et ay6s soin que cela soit aussi ins6r£ en plusieurs 
feuilles publiques, ch6s vous, en Ecosse, Irlande. 
Quant cl l’anecdote que j’ai l’honneur devous com- 
muniquer, il n’est pas possible de la lire sans pleurer. 
On nous a sollicit6 de la publier aussi en Angleterre. 
Cela sera encore vous, mon bon ami, qui la feera pa- 
roitre dans quelques journaux, sous titre. Trait de 
Tendresse Maternelle. Mais comment traduire bien 
et que le sens n’y perde rien, les quatre vers? Eh 
bien; je vous recommande avec instance ces deux 
entreprises, vous suppliant de m’en faire en terns et 
lieu le rapport. Marie Mancini* n’a pas 6t6 ici, ni 

* La Princesse Hereditaire de B——— c, scaur de la Rein 
Matilde, et de Sa Majesty Britannique. 
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dans la maladie, ni apr&s la mort. Je ne la connois 
pas ass6s pour juger sa sensibility k l’occasion d’un 
yvCiement si triste ; mais si on en est susceptible, ne 
faut-il pas se faire le reproche d’avoir aggrav6 par sa 
conduite le poids des adversitys sous lequel la chCe 
Agujari gymissoit ? Ah, mon ami, que le souvenir de 
sa perte me sera ineffa^able! que je crains par-14 
bouleverser entiCement le syst^me de ma prospyrity ! 
La chCe dyfuncte restera enterrye 4 Zelle aux ca- 
veaux de Due: e’est apparemment par une oeconomie 
mesquine, qui se manifesto d’aiUeurs en tout ce que 
les Excellences de ce pays font, qu’on ne veut pas 
la transporter k Hanovre. Savys-vous bien que les 
gazettes disent, qu’aprC que les enfans royaux etoient 
A6jk en grand deuil, qu'on donna & Copenhague un 
bal k la cour. N’y a-t-il done aucune 4me honnyte 
de gazetier 4 Londres, qui venge une conduite si 
scandaleuse ? 

Oh, mon ami, si j’ytois susceptible de l’ombre de 
joie, j’en aurois eu vivement, en ouvraiit le dernier 
paquet de livres qui fiirent envoyys d’Angleterre k 
la chyrissime Agujari, mais qu’elle ne vit plus ; et y 
trouvant “ Cursory Remarks made in a Tour, by N. 

Wra-j’en commencerai aujourd’hui la lecture, 

moitiy en la dyvorant, pareeque e’est le stil de celui 
que je ne finirai de ma vie k chyrir. De grace n’ou- 
bliys pas 4 me marquer quand vous quitt£s l’Angle- 
terre, et oil vous aliys. Je suis usque ad cineres 
enticement le v6tre. 

Brocard. 


Ce 20 Juin 75. 
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No. IV. 

Je suis en possession, mon bon, cher et bien-aiml 
ami, de vos lettres du 30 Juin, 10 Juillet, et je viens 
recevoir celle du 21 Juillet aujourd'hui —-jour, aprfes 
celui du 10 May, un des plus malheureux, des plus 
tristes pour moi; car c’est aujourd’hui que toute 
notre cour se s^pare, que les dames partent, que 
je suis sur le point d’aller m’enterrer k une campagne 
k quelques raeiles d’ici pour atteiidre encore quelle 
sera ma destin4e. Je comptois de-14 vous r£pondre 
avec autant de circonstance que possible; mais comme 
vous me dites 6tre sur le point de votre depart, je me 
h4te de vous dire encore ce peu de lignes, car mes 
chevaux sont d6j& devant la voiture. II m’est in¬ 
comprehensible, mon cher, de ce que vous n’av£s point 
refu par le courrier d’Hannovre les nouvelles d’Alis. 
II n’y a que cinq jours qu’il fut ici, et qu’il m’assura 
non seulement qu’il vous avoit 6crit, mais que le rap¬ 
port k Abel 6toit parti par la m&me occasion; con- 
formdment k ce que vous avi6s bien voulu nous ma- 
nifester de vos intentions. II est d’ailleurs si fort 
homme de parole et exact, que je ne puis douter un 
moment que tout s’est ex£cut£ k la ligne. Or, mon 
ami, s’il est possible encore, ne h4t£s pas trap de 
quitter la patrie; voyons du moins ce que Abel re- 
pondra k Alis; je le saurois au retour du courrier, et 
je vous informerai incessamment, car je ne quitte pas 
encore le pais, et vous pouv£s continuer 4 m’addresser 
vos lettres 4 Zelle; en revanche je vous conjure de 
me donner une direction ult£rieure oil vous trouver, 
ou & qui de vos amis k Londres je puis addresser 
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mes lettres, car il me paroit absolument impossible 
de renoncer au commerce litt^raire avec vous : mon 
coeur vous ch£rit et vous estime ; et n’avons-nous pas 
4t6 li6s par des noeux que ni le terns ni la vie peut 
dissoudre? Tous les amis de raon incomparable 
Agujari me resteront 6temellement en mGmoire, et 
il n’y a que daus l’autre monde oil nous serons tous 
ensemble heureux. Jug6s par ce que je viens de 
vous dire, si le silence de Lepy et ses compatri- 
otes, qui garde vis-4-vis de moi, tout comme vis-4-vis 
de vous, ne me doit litre que de plus sensible ? En¬ 
core Lundi pass6 je lui ai dcrit: je 1’ai conjur£ de me 
r£pondre, je me suis offert 4 une entrevue partout 
o4 il le souhaiteroit, mais encore point de r£ponse ; 
et cependant on n’entend pas une syllabe de quelque 
aventure sinistre arrivde. Cette conduite est done 
pour se d^sesp6rer; cependant nous ue voulons pas 
le condamner, avant que de savoir leurs raisons. 
Vous aurds appris peut-£tre qu’Abel fait administrer 
les biens de la ch&re d£funte, jusqu’4 ce que les en- 
fans soyent majeurs. On dit, qu’aussitdt que l’in- 
ventaire sera fait, qu’on chargera moi de cette admi¬ 
nistration ; occupation qui me sera pr6cieuse et ch&re, 
pareeque je puis rester par-14 dans une esp&ce de 
connexion avec les amis de la Agujari, et me flatter 
de voir, parler et connoitre ses enfans. Et puis, je 
resterai dans ce pais-ci. Vous ser6s inform^ de tout, 
mon cher, pourvft que vous daign£s me nommer le 
canal par o4 je vous retrouve. 

I/article de la gazette a 6t^'non seulement tout 4 
fait conforme aux veeux g6n£raux de notre province 
et de votre ami en particulier, mais 6crit avec une 
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6l£gance, force et delicatesse Cic^ronienne, qu’il a 
6t6 lu, traduit, excerpt^, etc. On fait imprimer 4 
cette heure, Les Demieres Heures de notre ch&re d£- 
funte: quoique l’original est en Allemand, et qu’il 
sera difficile de le traduire bien dans une autre 
langue, je souhaiterois pourtant vous l’envoyer tel 
qu’il est; faites le tous l’expliquer, et vous fondr^s en 
larmes. En attendant, accepts la silouette d’une 
personne qui nous sera sacr6e, vous la reconnoitres 
facilement; il est triste pour nous qu’il n’en existe 
point de portrait. Adieu, mon cher; je crois du 
moins pas avoir manque de repondre aux points les 
plus essentiels de vos chores missives. II faut ab- 
solument que je finisse—mon coeur est navre de la 
plus profonde douleur, et je ne peux plus. Adieu 
encore une fois. Avant que de partir, votre addresse, 
ne l’oubli&s pas. 

Zelle, ce 1 AoAt 75 . 

Entierrement le vdtre, 

Brocard. 


No. V. 

La votre du 11 Ao&t, mon bon ami, toute cbere 
et precieuse qu’elle m’est, parceque elle me vient de 
votre part, m’a doublement afflige et me pen&tre de 
douleur, vft que par le voyage que vous all6s entre- 
prendre je me sens arracher vos nouvelles et' les in¬ 
formations de votre sort, et que d’un autre c6t6 vous 
me faites connoitre les peu d’empressemens d’Abel 
de vous recompenser le z£le et vos peines du terns 
passl. Alis, toujours coupable d’ avoir neglige et 
oublie sa r6ponse qu’il vous devoit, vient pourtant 
m’assurer le plus l^galement du monde (car je suis 
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all6 moi-m^rae 4 Hannovre pour le pousser et lui 
en faire des reproches) qu’il vous avoit recommand£ 
par le dernier courier k son maitre avec toute 
i’dnergie possible, mais qu’il n’avoit donn6 aucune 
rlplique k cet egard: il ajoute, qu’il doute qu’on 
fera d’abord quelque chose pour vous, vfi qu’une 
grace pareille intrigueroit le public, nommement 
d’oil elle tiroit sa source; il esp&re cependant qu’ 
avec le terns on parviendra 4 son but; il m’a jur6, 
que vous ne series pas oubli6 par lui, quand m6me 
£loign£ de votre patrie. Il se peut bien que les mal- 
heureuses circonstances dans lesquelles se trouvent 
actuellement les choses renversent toute autre medi¬ 
tation, et emp§chent Abel de songer aux graces et 
recompenses m&me les plus legitimement merit^es; 
mais toutefois la reconnoissance des grands est 
presque une chim^re. Personne de ceux qui ont 
appartenus 4 la ch£re Agujari ont lieu de s’en louer : 
ils ne moureront pas de faim avec ce qu’on leur a 
assigne pour pension, mais c’est aussi tout. La pen¬ 
sion de Brocard est des plus modiques ; on ne lui a pas 
m£me offert une place quelquonque dans le service, 
et quoique on l’a 4 la fin charge de l’administration 
dont vous etes instruit, tout ce qu’il en a de profit, 
inclusivement sa pension, ne va pas au-del& de 110 
guinees. Comment peut-on vivre de cela dans un poste 
un peu eminent ? Mais non obstant de cela il est bien 
aise d’en etre charge ; il obtient par-la un titre de 
tester dans le pays, de continuer les relations intimes 
avec le pauvre Lepy et ses amis abandonn6s, et de 
se faire connoitre en terns et lieu 4 la jeune famille. 
Si done, mon digne ami, vous voul6s daigner me 
donner quelquefois de vos nouvelles, et j’ose vous 
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conjurer k ne me point refuser cette unique grace; 
addressfes-les toujours k l’endroit oil j’avois le bon- 
heur de faire votre connoissance. Que ces jours me 
seront toujours mlmorables et en m&me terns dou- 
leureuses! Souvent je vous ai encore bien vivement 
devant mes yeux; et le tout n’a &£ pourtant qu’un 
songe. Aussi puis-je vous assurer que la playe du 
malheur que j’ai re 9 ue me fait encore sentir sa dou- 
leur comme si je n’en avois ete bless6 que depuis 
hier, et il me semble que le terns perd son droit et 
ses peines avec moi. 

Av6s~vous 4 la fin refu des nouvelles de nos amis ? 
Ils m’en ont donn4 il n’y a pas long-terns: le rideau 
est tombd, il s’en trouvent encore d6sol6s. J’espere 
qu’on pourra arranger entre Lepy et moi un rendls- 
▼ous; je languis aprfes cette connoissance. Il ne me 
reste, mon tr&s-cher et digne ami, que de vous souhaiter 
le voyage le plus fortune du monde; et de vous 
assurer, qu’en cas que Abel continue d’etre ingrat 
et insensible aux recompenses qu’il vous doit, selon 
toutes les loix naturelles et positives, je ne me tran- 
quilliserai pas, jusqu’k ce que j’aie pfi. en trouver ou 
ch6s lui, ou dans l’administration, ou dans la jeune 
famille, qui assur&nent sera dispos£e de mieux 
reconnditre les sacrifices qu’on a faites pour leur 
M **. 

Adieu 60001*6 une fois: il me cofite une peine 
infinie de m’arracher de la conversation avec vous; 
mais j’ esp&re que cela ne sera pas pour long-tems, 
car assur6ment vous voul^s bien me donner de vos 
nouvelles et de vos addresses ult6rieures. 

Ce 1 Septemb. 75. 
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No. VI. 

PouRRifes-vous bien douter un seul moment, mon 
bien cher et estimable ami, que je fus combl6 de 
satisfaction et saisi de la joie la plus vive, lorsque il 
m’arrivoit le plaisir inattendu de votre affectueuse 
lettre du 18 courrant? Oh non, vous n’en dout4s 
pas, vous me rdnd£s pleinement justice sur l’inviola- 
bilit£ et la ferveur de mes sentimens pour vous; vous 
ne craignds pas, que le terns, l’eloignement et le 
silence affoiblira des affections qu’un terns plus 
heureux que celui d’a-pr£sent contracta, et dont la 
base 6toit z£le, respect et estime mutuelle. Recev^s 
done mille et mille remercimens de ma part, d’avoir 
voulu incessamment apr&s votre retour 4 Londres 
penser k moi et me gratifier de vos precieuses nou- 
velles. Je me h&te de vous donner les miennes par 
le premier courrier ; et comme je devois d’ailleurs 
6crire ce matin & Alis, qui se trouve depuis 4 se- 
maines sur ses terres en Franconie (dont il ne re- 
tourne qu’au mois d’Aotit), j’ai saisi cette occasion 
pour appeller k notre secours son intercession aupr&s 
d’Abel, pour le faire r^agir en votre faveur, et r6- 
assumer une affaire que votre absence a peut-£tre 
fait languir. N’importe que cela ne soit pas d’abord 
d£cid£; a force de lever sa voix, ce que je ne ces- 
serai jamais de faire tant que je suis entre les 
vivans, il viendra s&rement un terns oil on recom- 
pensera un z£le, un d^sinter^t, un m6rite semblable 
au v6tre. Le plaisir que votre retour aura occa- 
sionn£ a Fierville et consortes est assur&nent d’une 
nature qui vous fl&tera, et pourra vous prouver 

vol. hi. 2 c 
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qu’ils vous ch^rissent. Imagines-vous, mon ami, 

qu’ils se sont formas l’id6e que je n’etois pas k 
Zell, mais ch£s moi en Franconie, ce qui nous 
emp6cha de lier connoissance personnelle; mais & 
l’heure qu’il est, nous sommes convenus Lepy et 
moi d’un rend£svous, et je me flatte que cela aura 
lieu en peu de jours. Combien de questions fera-t-on 
mutuellement! avec quel attendrissement parlera-t-on 
de ce que nous avons perdu et dont la perte est irre¬ 
parable ! Car, mon ami, quant a moi, au lieu que le 
terns ait diminu6 ma douleur, il y a des jours oil je la 
sens plus virement, dans une plus grande 6tendue 
qu’immediatement apr&s le malheur que nous pleu- 
rons. Cela est, sans doute, moins etonnant, parce 
que je m’occupe a toute heure avec des objets qui 
me ram&nent & ce souvenir lugubre. L’artiste Saxon 
a mis actuellement la main au monument que les 
6tats du Duch6 de Lunebourg et Zell font eriger 
dans le Jardin Francois (oil jadis nous promenimes) 
k la m^moire de notre ch&re et bonne Reine: tout 
l’ouvrage (qui sera d’un beau marbre blanc) ne 
s’achevera qu’en deux ans d’ici; n’importe. Le cer- 
cueil, qu’on fait en partie ici, en partie & Hannovre, 
sera, sans ttre magnifique, de toute beaut£. En 
outre, tr&s-cher ami, nous avons a la fin attrap£ un 
image en cire, qui lui ressemble comme deux gouttes 
d’eau; si le courrier d’Hannovre, qui va tous les 
quartiers a Londres, ne part pas avant que je puisse 
attraper une empreinte, vous aures de ma part ce 
cher image, et en fer6s le pendant de celui que 
vous av&s dejil. Votre cbarmante, dpcte et instruc¬ 
tive description du Nord a £t£ avidement lue par 
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toute FAlIemagne, admir^e, approuv6e, et nous en 
avons une traduction, qu’ori achate partout. L’ori- 
ginal n’a-t-il pas 6te aussi traduit en France ? je 
n’en doute pas. Toutefois, l’article de la malheu- 
reuse catastrophe de 1772 a fort estomach6 la cour 
de Copenh... et j’ai entendu, sans savoir pour bien 
sur, qu’on a voulu les confisquer dans les 6tats du 
Dannemarc. Tant mieux: aveu certain, qu’on ren¬ 
contre dans vos r^cits la pure V§rit6. 

Me voil&, mon tr&s-cher ami, & la fin d’une bien 
longue lettre. Si je suirois mon penchant de m’en- 
tretenir avec vous, peut-fitre seri^s-vous oblige de 
lire encore quatre pages: je finis done par vous de- 
mander en grace de continuer & me donner de vos 
chores et prfecieuses nouvelles, car je tiendrai a vous 
et pour la vie et pour la mort. 

Brocard. 

Zell, ce 29 Juin 76. 


No. VII. 

Zell, ce 15 Sept. 1776. 

Je vous 6 cris, mon tr&s-cher, digne et estimable 
ami, cette lettre, et qui fait r^ponse k la bien-ch&re 
du 30 Juillet, quelques semaines peut-etre avant 
qu’elle partira d’ici, et sera par consequent un peu 
fort vieille au moment qu’elle aura le bonheur d’etre 
remise entre vos mains. Je veux m’expliquer plus 
clairement. Le courrier ordinaire d’Hannovre en 
doit £tre pour cette fois le porteur, parce que je 
veux y joindre certain image ch^ri, dont je vous 
parlois dans ma pr^dente, et dont l’heureuse arrivee 
me fera plaisir, parce que vous y mett^s du prix, 

2 c 2 



388 


APPENDIX. 


et sembl^s £tre sensible & cette petite marque de mon 
souvenir et z61e, qui est bien le moindre de ceux 
que je ddsire tous les jours ardemment de vous don- 
ner en cbaque rencontre. Comme il ne part qu’au 
commencement du mois prochain, et que je ne puis 
plus remettre mon voyage pour la Saxe et la Fran- 
conie au-del& du 15 du courrant, je laisse aujour- 
d’hui ce petit paquet entre les mains de mon com- 
missionnaire d’ici, afin qu’il l’envoye 4 Hannovre 
le jour du depart du courrier. Ce meme homme 
a le plein pouvoir de recevoir toutes les lettres a 
mon addresse; et celles dont vous, cher et bien-aim£, 
daigneri^s me ravir, ne manqueront jamais de me 
parvenir promptement et avec exactitude: car il 
vous plaira pourtant de me tenir parole et de con¬ 
tinuer notre corr^spondance. Elle fait partie essen- 
tielle du peu de bonheur reel qui est mon partage 
dans ce monde, fera et dans le bruyant des cours et 
dans la retraite les d6lices de mon ame et un be- 
soin que je ne saurois plus manquer. 

Alis a et6 somme par moi ces jours passes, 
afin qu’il retourne de vous rappeller, dans les de- 
pficlies qu’il a coutume de donner au courrier ordi¬ 
naire, au souvenir d'Abel. A la fin, nous parvien- 
drons pourtant de faire pr£che sur l’inactivit6 et 
l’oubli qu’on marque k votre sujet, et qui, je vous 
l’assure, dans des moments de reflexion, et oil je 
r6capitule votre z61e, vos mWrites, votre d£sint6- 
ressement dans un terns plus beureux, vos peines, 
fatigues’ et m&me vos dangers, me rongent le cceur 
et m’attendrissent jusqu’aux pleurs. J’ai r emis it 
Alis un extrait tr&s-circonstanci£ et d6ttull6 de votze 
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derni&re lettre, lequel le mettra absoluraent au fait 
de la position oil vous vous trouv6s vis-il-vis de 
quelques ministres d’Abel, et les intentions et 
faveurs de la haute noblesse, de sorte que par-lit 
m£me Alis trouve un pr&exte plausible de plaider 
votre cause. 

Vous av6s devin6 juste, mon ami, en supposant 
que mon entrevue avec Lepy seroit touchante: 
elle l’a 6te it tous 6gards, et j’ai vivement affect^ 
lorsque le moment arriva de m’arracher de ses bras. 
Elle se fit it trois postes d’ici a l’ins^u de tout le 
monde, parce que je n’avois pas m£me un domes- 
tique avec moi, et jusqu’d cette heure rien en a 
transpir6. Nous nous sommes rencontres le soir d 
9 heures, point couches de toute la nuit, et s£par6s 
vers les 8 heures du matin. II est sfirement un 
horn me tr&s-estimable, qui m^rite qu’on le cherit. 
Vous 6tes entre pour beaucoup et bien souvent dans 
notre conversation, mon ami. J’ai donn£ ma parole 
de venir au Fevrier ou Mars, terns vers lequel je 
serai de retour it Zell, leur rendre la visite de quel¬ 
ques jours, dans la ville qui leur est la plus proche; 
car ils ne sont pas gens a 4crire beaucoup, it ce qui 
me semble. 

Je languis apr&s le moment que vos nouvelles 
lettres sur l’histoire de la France, Writes pendant 
les momens de loisir de votre voyage, paroissent au 
jour; et je suis ass£s peu modeste de vous les d£- 
mander avec la plus vive instance d’abord que le 
courrier ordinaire retourne it Hannovre. Pour plus 
de surete, faites une enveloppe it ma lettre avec 
l’addresse ,—A Monsieur Mantel, valet de chambre 
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de feu S. M. la Reine de Dannem. d Zell. On m’a 
aussi parl6 denrierement d’une brochure qui vient 
de paroitre a Londres au sujet de notre ch&re et 
respectable d£functe protectrice, qui a pour titre, 
Memoirs of an Unfortunate Queen: quoique l’authen- 
ticit6 de ces lettres est incontestablement fausse, je 
serois pourtant bien aise de les poss&ler, vA que je 
forme collection de tout ce qui a rapport A sa mi- 
moire et k l’Av&nement douloureux de sa mort. 
Oserai-je done, mon tres-cher et bien-aime ami, vous 
supplier de vouloir bien, par le courrier ordinaire, 
me faire avoir la dite brochure ? Je ferai en sorte 
que le prix de son achat vous soit rembours£ a 
Londres. 

Et de cette fapon je serois done pour aujourd’bui 
au bout de ma lettre. Si je voulois y joindre tout 
ce que mon cceur sent pour vous, les veeux que je 
ne cesse et que je ne cesserai de ma vie de faire 
pour votre bien-6tre et prosp&ite, et les assurances 
du z61e et inviolable d6vouement qui m’anime quand 
il s’agit de vous, je prendrois une autre feuille et 
courerois risque de tomber dans les redites et de 
vous d£plaire par-lA. D’ailleurs, les momens du jour 
du depart sont, comme vous sav6s, un peu turbulans. 
Viv6s done, cher ami, heureux et content; vdus ne 
sortir^s jamais de mon coeur et souvenir. N’oubli^s 
pas celui qui est a vous 

Usque ad mortem. 

P. 8*““.—Encore un mot, mon cher ami, et meme 
dans le moment ou je mets pied dans la voiture pour 
partir. J’ai refu ce matin une lettre d’Alis, oA il 
me dit, qu’il vous avoit recommande derniArement 
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et a une occasion d4sir6e: que cependant il croyoit 
et vous conseilloit m&me de presenter une requette 
au R. d’y demander une place dans un d^partement 
de quelque secretaire d’ 6 tat, et de nommer les Lords 
Barrington et Nugent vos protecteurs. 

Adieu, mon cher: agiss 6 s de cette £ 3900 , s’il faire 
se peut, je suis tout k vous. 


No. VUI. 

Zelle, ce 25 F6vrier ] 777 . 

D’ou prendrai-je, mon bien-cher, mon digne et 
estimable ami, toutes les expressions de la joie et de 
la vive reconnoissance qui ont p 6 n 6 tr 6 es mon ame k 
la reception de vos trois chores lettres du 30 Juillet, 

8 d’Octobre et 29 de Novembre de l’ann^e passde ? 
Mais comment vous d 6 peindrai-je ma surprise de 
voir par la derniere, que vous n’ay^s point re^u, par 
la voye du quartier courier, qui partit d’Hannovre 
environ le 25 Octobre 1776 , ma missive du 15 Sept, 
avec le P. S tum de la meme date, et une petite boete 
marquee M. N. W. dans laquelle se trouvoit le por¬ 
trait en cire de feu notre incomparable protectrice ? 
Permett^s, cher ami, que je vous mette, tant que pos¬ 
sible est, au fait des 6 v&nemens qui ont mis un si - 
long et p^nible intervalle dans notre correspondence. 
Dieu veuille que vous r£trouvi 6 s encore mes dites 
lettres et le portrait! 

Je re£us votre chfcre lettre de Londres, Jermyn 
Street, du 30 Juillet, par la poste ordinaire, et assds 
vite, c’est 4 dire le 6 d’Aoftt. Ne connoissant une voye 
plus sdre et commode de r 6 pondre et d’y joindre la 
boete en question que celle du courrier d’H-, je 
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dresse (parce que j’6tois n6cessit6 d’entreprendre le 15 
Sept, un voyage en Saxe) et l’une et l’autre quelque 
terns d’avance, la date du 15 de Sept.; et comme 
Alis me marque, un jour de poste avant mon depart, 
qu’il vous avoit nomm6 et recommand6 de nouveau k 
Abel, j’y joins deux mots dans un P. S 1 "” 1 , remets le 
tout entre les mains du fidel valet de chambre de la 
ch6re Agujari: celui-ci le garde jusqu’au moment que 
le courrier veut se mettre en route, le lui envoy e di- 
rectement avec une lettre de sa part, dans laquelle il 
recommande ce paquet pour vous, comme un effet de 
valeur et d’un grand prix; ref oit de lui-mfeme l’as- 
surance qu’il en auroit le plus grand soin. 

Le 24 Octobre le m6me valet de chambre, mon 
commissionnaire institu6, m’envoye en Saxe votre 
ch&re lettre du 8 Octobre, qui dtoit arrivee par la 
poste. Je la mets dans mon bureau, n’y fait point de 
r^ponse, parce que je voulus attendre la vdtre, que je 
me flattois recevoir par le courrier retournant. En 
attendant les choses restent 14; mon homme me 

mande, qu’apparemment Mr. Wr-n’avoit pas ou 

le terns de m’^crire ou quoi; je commenfois 4 m’inqui-' 
6ter, mais pour y voir bien clair, je ne voulus rien 
faire qu’aprfcs 6tre de retour moi-m6me. Trois jours 
apres celui ci, (et il avoit lieu le 12 du courrant,) Alis 
me fait remettre par mon caissier, qui avoit 6t6 pen¬ 
dant mon absence cl Han . .. ch6s ses parens, la vdtre 
du 29 Nov. Sa prudence 6toit louable: mais cela 
ne diminuoit point ma surprise sur ce que vous n’ay£s 
rien ref u. D&s-lors je fis incessamment 6crire au dit 
courrier, nomm4 Ulenbecker, et il repond hier : 
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“ Qu’il avoit port6 la lettre et la dite boete dans 
plus que quatre caff&s oil vous avi6s autrefois cos¬ 
tume d’aller et de vous trouver : qu’4 la fin il avoit 
appris que vous 6ti6s faire un voyage dans le pays : en 
quoi il avoit 6t6 d’autant plus confirm^, qu’il s’&oit 
trouv£ nombre de lettres & votre addresse, avec les- 
quelles il avoit aussi depose la boete, c’est a dire, 4 la 
maison ou les lettres d’Alleraagne sont port6es et ar- 
rivent, et qu’elle s’y trouveroit encore.” 

De grace, mon cher ami, Mt6s-vous de vous en 
informer; aj6s recours 4 la bont6 de Mr. Hiniiber. 
Pour votre legitimation, je joins l’original de la r6- 
ponse du courier donn&e au valet de chambre Mantel. 
S’ils ne se trouvent point, je ferai punir ce miserable 
d’importance, quoique cela ne peut en rien diminuer 
la sensible douleur que ce revers me causeroit. 

Allons 4 cette heure 4 r6pondre en detail sur vos 
deux chores lettres du 8 d’Octobre et 29 Nov. 

Si Fierville et Lepy vous ont marques dans leurs 
lettres leur 6tonnement et douleur sur l’inactivit6 et 
le silence d’Abel au sujet de votre emplacement 
comme une juste recompense qui vous est due, jug£s 
quelle est l’amertume et l’inqui&ude de mon cceur, 
et comme il est vivement affect^ par la position ac- 
tuelle d’un ami au bonheur duquel je porte mes 
voeux et mes attentions presque plus qu’au mien 
meme, et que je voudrois savoir aussi heureux qu’on 
peut l’etre dans ce monde ci-bas! Je souffre plus 
que tout autre, ayant £t£ t£moin oculaire de la pru¬ 
dence, de l’infatigabilite et du z&le ardent, qui vous 
enflammoient 4 rendre service et 4 vous vouer aux in- 
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t£r6ts d’une personne dont les manes me sont sacr6s, 
et par l’enl&vement de laquelle j’ai vu £crouler le M- 
timent de ma fortune, et celle d’un nombre de mes 
amis cheris et estimables. Depuis je vous ai appris 
k connoltre du c6t6 brillant d’un esprit bien cultiv6, 
de savoir et de plus belles connoissances, et toutes ces 
belles qualit£s, ce m^rite ne peut point vous conduire 
4 la lice d’un emplacement aussi modeste et modique 
que vous la demand6s ? Cela d&esp&re. Mais malgr£ 
ces obstacles, il est dans mon coeur une voix qui me 
dit qu’avec le terns tout ira bien. (Test aussi de quoi 
Alis m’assure par une de ses lettres du 14 du cour- 
rant. II ne semble point vouloir approuver l’id£e 
dont vous av£s fait part 4 lui et k moi dans la der- 
ni£re missive; c’est k dire, de remettre & Abel dans 
une petite cassette cachet^e le cours et la nature de 
votre n6gociation au sujet de l’Agujari. II trouve 
celle de presenter par le Lord Nugent, ou quelque 
autre protecteur, une requite 4 Abel, et d’y demander 
simplement une place dans un bureau d’etat plus na- 
turelle et moins 6pineuse; et je crois qu’il a raison, car 
le pr&exte de vous donner une charge est peut-£tre ce 
qui l’embarrasse; mais il le trouveroit dans la requite 
et dans l’intercession de celui qui la lui remet. D’un 
cdt£ cependant je ne vois pas bien clair. Il n’est 
qu’une voix au sujet de la probit^, de la justice et de 
la candeur d’ame d’Abel: cesseroit-il d’agir par ces 
sentimens uniquement vis-4-vis de vous ? Seri^s-vous 
le seul d’avoir de le plaindre k si juste titre ? Il faut 
done qu’il aye encore de bien fortes raisons pour rester 
inlbranlable contre les sollicitations d’Alis. Mais 
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pourquoi ne les raanifeste-il pas ? Cela ne pourroit 
pas le compromettre —pas £tre au-dessous de son 
rang. Pourquoi pas dire, de quelle fa£on on doit s’y 
prendre ? Oh si jamais j’apprends que vous av^s ob- 
tenu votrebut, je respirerai plus k mon aUe; j’6rigerai 
4 Abel dans mon cceur un autel, auquel la plus vive 
reconnoissance fera mon sacrifice quotidien. 

Alis vous aura expliqu6 lui-m^me et plus au long 
ce qu’il y a encore k faire et ce qu’il en pense. Foible 
comme je suis, sans influence, sans le moindre soutien, 
Stranger moi-m^me et au caprice d’une fortune bien 
modique, je ne puis faire pour mes amis que des 
voeux; mais ils sont d’autant plus ardents et sinceres: 
je mesure d’apr&s leurs peines et leurs satisfactions les 
miennes. 

Aujourd’hui je compte notifier k Lepy mon retour. 
Nous 6tions convenus que je viendrois cet hyver moi- 
m6me k Avignon, mais mon retour retard^ a tout 
an^anti: la saison est ddjk trop avancee, et je crains 
qu’il n’en sera rien. En outre, la commission dont 
vous me saves charge exige n^ceasairement ma pre¬ 
sence ces jours-cy. 

Au reste, je ne crains pas que nos lettres sont in- 
tercept6es; cependant je me sers aujourd’hui de la 
nouvelle addresse. 

Aurai-je encore les Memoires des Rois de la France 
de la Race de Valois ? Vous series bien bon et aimable 
4 me les envoyer si Foccasion s’en trouve. 

De grace, marques-moi quel peut &tre l’auteur des 
Memoirs of cm Unfortunate Queen , interspersed with 
Letters written by herself. London , J. Bew, 1776. 
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II est plus que z6l6, dit-on, pour nous, mais le stile et 
les mat^riaux ne doivent pas §tre des plus epur4s et 
solides. 

Adieu, mon tr&s-cher, raon bien-aim6 ami, mon 
digneWr—. Si les battemens de coeur pourroient 
6tre entendus & cent lieues de distance, vous vous 
convainqueri^s par vous-meme que le mien est en 
agitation quand je vous nomme, quand je m’occupe 
de vous. Adieu done. Pas m&me la mort nous s£- 
parera. 


No. IX. 

Seroit-U bien possible, mon bien-aime et digne 
ami, que I’irr6gularit6 dont je me rends coupable 
dans notre corr^spondance, diminue et absorbe les 
sentimens de bont£ et de l’amiti6 pr&neuse que nous 
nous s’dtions reciproquement vou6s pour le reste de 
nos jours ? Vous n’en 6tes pas capable; et moi, 
je vous aime, je vous estime trap, pour que mon 
coeur vous oublie, si m6me ma plume trouve si 
rarement le loisir de m’entretenir 4 vous. Quoique 
toujours bien portant et en possession de votre ch6- 
rissime lettre du 11 Mars depuis le 18, j’ose avouer 
que nombre de petites absences, et d’autres excur¬ 
sions en affaire, m’ont prive du bien doux plaisir de 
vous faire parvenir quelques nouvelles de ma part. 
Mais actuellement il me tarde d’avoir des v6tres, et 
surtout d’etre inform^, si depuis le long intervalle 
de notre silence, il ne s’est rien change , dans votre 
sort, et si vous n’aves fait aucune demarche pour 
acc6lerer les vues que vous avies formees. Alis s’^toit 
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propose cl deux ou trois reprises de venir pour quel- 
ques jours nous voir, mais il n’en a rien fait; mes 
intentions de m’expliquer vis-4-vis de lui sur votre 
sujet sont par-14 frustrees, et me laissent les regrets, 
que selon toute apparence le Ciel me prive du bon- 
heur d’avoir contribu£ par mon zele et d^vouement 
au moindre soutien de vos vceux. Si cependant je 
pourrois 6tre persuade, qu’ind^pendamment de la 
petite charge que vous ambitionn^s 4 si juste titre, et 
dont la difficult^ de l’obtenir me paroit une 6nigme 
inexplicable, vous auri^s de quoi vivre conformdment 
4 votre rang et 4 la situation qu’un homme de votre 
m^rite peut exiger de la Providence, je serois bien 
plus tranquille 4 votre sujet. Par des experiences 
que j'ai faites dans le petit cercle de ma destinee, 
et les principes qu’on se forme au bout d’une 6tude 
du monde et des sorts des hommes comme ils sont 
commun^ment, je pretends, qu’4 tout £gard on n’est 
pas malheureux si le Ciel nous laisse suivre nos pen- 
chans dans une sorte de retraite, ignores de la mul¬ 
titude, estimes et distingues de ceux qui se donnent 
la peine de nous appr^cier au juste, et doues de quel- 
ques talens, par lesquels nous sommes 4 meme de 
faire tout le bien qu’on nous demande, 4 prater de 
l’assistance 4 ceux qui nous appellent 4 leur secours, 
et d’emporter de ce monde le t^moignage d’avoir 6t6 
honnfete et toujours pr6t de servir au prochain si on 
6toit capable. Or, mon ami, dites-moi si votre for¬ 
tune suffit pour vous fournir le n^cessaire pour vous 
iaisser vivre avec ddcence et 4 votre aise, en cas que 
les vues que nous formons venoient 4 manquer ? Je 
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commence petit-i-petit k me former pour l’avenir 
un plan de vivre qui r6pond a-peu-pr&s aux id6es 
avec* lesquelles je voudrois vous familiariser; et 
quoique je suis bien plus Ag6 que vous, et vous 
dou6s d’un plus grand fonds d’activit6 que moi, il 
me semble qu’avec certaines restrictions elles sont 
practicables pour toute 6poche de la vie humaine. 

Quelle joie pour moi, mon trfes-cher et digne ami, 
de vous revoir un jour, ou ici, ou, ce qui me feroit bien 
plus de plaisir, 4 une campagne pr&s de Leipzic dans 
la Haute Saxe, oil je projette de m’&ablir pour tou- 
jours, si une fois la commission de laquelle vous me 
sav6s charg^ a cess6e de se trouver entre mes mains. 
Pour me familiariser peu-4-peu avec la verdure et 
l’air champetre, j’ai quitt6 ma maison en ville et ai 
pris une bien belle et grande dans les extr6mit6s 
des fauxbourgs, qui a un ass6s vaste jardin, dont 
l’entretien et les plantations m’occupent et me font 
plaisir. II se trouve que c’est celle que notre ami* 
Lepy et son fr&re possfedent ici. Je re^ois de terns 
en terns des nouvelles de celui-ci, quoique il ne 
parle point du tout de ce qui se passe au Nord, et de 
deux objets qui nous y int6ressent le plus. Il a 
deux graves proc&s contre un fripon de fermier, qui 
plaide ici aux tribunaux de justice, et m’a fait son 
homme de solicitation; de quoi je suis bien aise, 6tant 
par-Ut en 6tat de lui 6tre bon et utile & quelque 
chose. 

Le cercueil de feu la ch&re maitresse, qui sera 
fait de bois de mahogany et d£cor6 de bronzes dories, 
n’est point achev6; d’autant plus belles et magni- 
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fiques seront les decorations: dommage que le tout 
sera fourre dans un caveau, qui est rempli, et ou 4 
peine le grand jour entre. Le monument que les 
etats font eriger se trouve de m£me encore eutre les 
mains de l’artiste, et je doute, qui pourra £tre pos6 
dans un an. Adieu, mpn bien cher et estimable ami. 
Vous addresser's toujours vos lettres & L—: je 
tous serre 4 mon coeur et suis usque ad mortem 

Votre d^voue et inviolablement 
attach^ ami. 


Z. ce 1 Juillet 77. 


No. X. 

NAMES BETWEEN MONS. DE S—K—F AND ME. 


TheK. ofE. 


Abel. 

The K. of D. 


Bach. 

The Q. C. M. 


Agujari. 

-Juliana . 


Sestini. 

The Pr. F—c 


Millico. 

The Pri—sse Fr—c 


Syrmen. 

Lie—n . . 

• 

Alis. 

B—w 

• 

Lepy. 

Sch—n 

• 

Grenier. 

Tex—r 


Fierville. 

Schaques 


HeineL 

K—r B—r . 


Valois. 

P. of He—c 


Moie. 

Eichstet 


Vestris. 

W—11 


Le Kain. 

S—k—f . 

• 

Brocard. 

Le Vieux C—e A1— . 

• 

Moulin. 
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La Motte. 

Pergolese . 

• • 


Rantzau. 

Lord Su—k 

• • 


Colli. 

Diedenhof 

• • 


Wolf. 

Beringshold 

• • 


Conjolini. 

Da Capo 

• • 


Ami de Beringshold. 

Metastasio . 

• • 


Ami de Diedenhof. 

Handel 

• • 


Gouldsberg. 

Marie Mancini 

• • 


La Prin*” Her*. 

Vauglas 

• • 


P. of Bevern. 

Cop—n 

• • 


Montpellier. 

Lo—n 

• • 


Sud. 

Al—a 

• • 


Toulon. 

Ha—h 

• • 


Avignon. 

Re—rg 

• • 


Lyons. 

Z—1 

• • 


Bourdeaux. 


CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE BARON DE BULOW. 


No. I. 

Le Roi donne son plein consentement. Tout est 
pr6t pour mon retour, mais l’argent manque. Le 
Roi ne donnera rien. II faut en trouver, et m’envoyer. 
J’attends avec impatience votre r^ponse. 

Adieu, mon cher ami! 

N. Wraxall. 

6 Decembre 1774. 

Londres. 

A Mons. le Baron de B - w. 
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No. II. 

(“ Most secret, and most important!”) 

Monsieur, 

La nouvelle la plus malheureuse du monde m’avoit 
mis dans un tel Atat d’anAantissement, qu’il n’a AtA 
jusqu’ici pas possible de vous dire un mot. 

Occupe avec Grenier 4 dAliberer sur les moyens 
les plus prompts pour executer le plan, et rempli 
de nouvelles espArances non equivoques, fixant pour 
ainsi dire, malgre le silence opiniAtre de Abel, le 
jour, le moment tant dAsirA, je re^ois une lettre de 
Brocard. Je l’ouvre avec precipitation, dans 1’idAe 
d’y trouver les choses les plus agrAables; mais, au 
contraire, la premiere ligne annonce 1’arrAt du destin 
le plus cruel. Je ne dirai rien de ce que je sentis 
dans un moment aussi inattendu, puisque je suis 
sAr que vous vous en faites une idAe exacte par la 
situation dans laquelle vous vous seres trouvA vous- 
mAme en apprenant notre malheur. C’en est done 
fait de notre bonheur! II s’est enfui pour toujours. 
Nous n’avons pas dA Atre heureux, nous n’avons pas 
dA le rendre les autres! II ne nous reste auqu’un 
espoir. Nous rentrons dans le nAant dont nous vou- 
lions sortir. Mais que ce fantdme de bonheur envolA 
ne nous emporte pas votre amitiA et attachement. 
ComptAs jusqu’A la fin de mes jours sur le mien. 
Mes amis vous assurent la mAme chose. Nous vous 
devons trop pour devenir ingrat; tout qui dApendra 
de nous pour vous le tAmoigner ne sera jamais nAgli- 
gA. ParlAs et disposAs de ce qu’il y a en notre pou- 
voir. Si vous avAs eu encore des despences, dites-le- 
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moi, et j’en ferai mon rapport. Continues surtout, 
je vous en conjure, dans quel coin du monde que 
vous vous trouver6s, de me donner de vos nouvelles. 
« private ) Dans votre lettre du 21, vous dites que 

affairs.” ) V ous av6s eu la bont£ de vous informer 
d’un carosse coup6 pour la ville, et que vous en av6s 
trouv6 un trfes-bon. Je vous suis infiniment rede- 
vable de votre amiti6, et j’esp^re que Fierville vous 
aura inarqu£ ce dont je l’ai charg£, et que vous aures 
eu la bont6 d’arreter le dit carosse. Je vous enverrai 
au premier jour l’argent n^cessaire : compt£s 14-des- 
sus, et pardonn^s que j’ai tard6 jusqu’ici. Faites- 
moi la grace de m’envoyer le carosse le plus tot pos¬ 
sible, et ay£s celle de m’acheter aussi deux harnois 
pour deux chevaux. Je connois votre bon goftt, et 
me rdjouis de recevoir un joli Equipage anglois. 
J’aime tout ce qui est de ce pays-lA, de coeur et 
d’ame, et voudrois moi-m6me en 6tre. 

Av^s-vous eu la bont6 d’avoir eu soin de cette pi£ce 
d’dtoffe ? Sera-t-elle bientdt teinte, et arrivera-t-elle 
bient6t ? 

Ne pourri6s-vous pas me faire l’amiti6 de me don¬ 
ner une bonne addresse a quelqu’un & Londres, qui 
voudroit faire des commissions, et ex£cuter celle que 
je lui demanderois quand j’aurois besoin de quelque- 
chose ? II faudroit que ce fdt un homme entendu 
et sdr, qui mdnaga mes interrets, et & qui je pourrois 
payer des provisions pour sa peine.. Par ce moyen 
on peut avoir de votre pays tout ce qu’on veut: on 
le re^oit bon, et non pas si cher que quand on 
l’ach&te des marchands d’ici. 
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A l’6criture de celle-ci vous ne me reconnoitres 
pas: mais mes sentiments vous diront qui je suis, et 
que je vous suis attache pour la vie. 

Le 22 de May. 

Donn&s-moi bientdt de vos nouvelles, et dites-moi 
si vous n’av£s rien entendu de Abel, et comment 
il a re<ju la triste nouvelle. 

“ From the Baron de B-, only a few 

days after the Queen of D.’s death. 

Most important I” 


LETTERS FROM THE BARON DE LICHTENSTEIN. 


No. I. 

Monsieur, a Londres, ce l°“ r Janv. 1775. 

Je viens de recevoir dans ce moment la lettre ei- 
jointe, et je ne manque pas de vous la faire parvenir 
tout de suite sous votre adresse que vous av6s eu la 
bont6 de donner avant votre depart d'ici. 

Mes correspondants sur l’affaire en question ne 
m’ont dit jusqu’ici autre chose, sinon qu’on avoit 
ref u la nouvelle du consentCment et de l’approbation 
sur le projet que vous sav£s, monsieur, avec beau- 
coup de joie et de satisfaction, et qu-on m’£criroit plus 
amplement sur ce sujet par l’occasion du courier qui 
arriveroit k Londres 4-peu-prfcs vers le mi' dtt mois 
de Janvier. J’ai l’honneur d’etre, 

Monsieur, 

Votre tr&s-humble et tr&s-ob&ssant serviteur, 

H. I. B. de Ln 
2 D 2 
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No. II. 

J’ai re$u, monsieur, la lettre que vous m’avds fait 
1’honneur de m’eciire en datte du 14"“' de Mars. 
Je suis trds-fdchd que mes occupations et mon em- 
ploi cl Hannovre ne me permettent pas de m’arreter 
ici jusqu’au terns de votre retour pour avoir la satis¬ 
faction d’apprendre le succes de votre voyage, n’en 
ayant pas eu, comme vous vous imagines, des nouvelles 
par la personne en question. En attendant, j’ai 
donnd I’avis 4 l’endroit necessaire de votre arrivde 
prochaine. Vous trouverds ci-jointe l’adresse de la 
personne k laquelle on veut que vous remettiez vos let- 
tres dont vous pourriez dtre chargd. Je dois vous dire 
de n’dtre pas surpris si vous ne recevds point de rd- 
ponse. On l’adressera 4 moi. Des raisons que vous 
savds, c’est 4 dire qu’on ne donnera rien d’dcrit de sa 
main touchant cette affaire, ne permettent pas d’agir 
autrement. Si on ne change pas de sentiment, et 
si on ne vous fait pas dire par celui auquel vous don- 
nerds vos lettres, d’attendre ici, je ne vois pas d’autre 
expedient, que de retourner dans une quinzaine de 
jours et de venir me trouver k Hannovre, o4 je 
compte d’etre infailliblement vers la fin du mois 
d’Avril. 

J’ai l’honneur d’dtre avec la consideration la plus 
distingude, Monsieur, 

Votre trds-humble et trds-obdissant serviteur, 

A Londres, ce 24 de Mars, 1775. B. L. 

Adresse de la per tonne d laquelle Mr. Wr. remettra dee lettres : 

Monsieur de Hinuber, Jermain-street, St. James. 

(“ Received in London the 4th of April 1775." N.W.W.) 
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No. III. 

A Hannovre, ce 9“' Janvier, 1777. 

Monsieur, 

Ayant perdu, ou plutdt bruie, avec tous les pa- 
piers relatives & l’affaire en question, l’adresse que 
vous m’aviez donn6e 4 Londres, pour vous faire par- 
venir avec s0ret6 roes lettres, je n’ai pu hazarder de 
repondre 4 l’bonneur de votre dernifcre du 29 No- 
vemb. par la poste ordinaire. J’ai prefer, monsieur, 
d’attendre le depart du courier d’aujourdhui, le por- 
teur de celle-ci, qui ne manquera pas de faire les 
recherches n£cessaires pour trouver les moyens de 
vous la remettre en mains propres. 

Convaincu comme je le suis du z£le, du parfait 
d^vouement et du d6sinteressement, autant que du 
succes heureux, avec lequel vous av£s servi dans cette 
affaire difficile et 6pineuse, je ne sfaurois asses vous 
marquer mes regrets de vous savoir encore jusqu’ici 
sans aucune r^compence. Persuad6s-vous, monsieur, 
que j’ai fait tout mon possible pour vous la faire avoir, 
et que je tenterai par de nouvelles representations 
& contribuer d’acc61erer cette recompence juste et 
due 4 vos peines et services. 

Quoique je ne d&sapprouve nullement le projet 
que vous av6s form 6 de vous remettre au souvenir 
du Roi par l’envoi du mdmoire dress6 sur les cir- 
constances de la negotiation dans laquelle vous eties 
employ^, j’ose vous prier de remettre cette dernifere 
tentative encore pour quelque terns, et d’attendre la 

reponse de Mr. de S-ff, sur la lettre que vous 

m’aves envoyee pour la lui faire tenir: Commission 



406 


APPENDIX. 


dont je n’ai pu m’acquitter, Mr. de S-ff se trou- 

vant absent de Zelle depuis 3 mois: mais sachant qu’il 
doit n6cessairement £tre de retour vers la fin de ce 
mois, vous pouves compter, monsieur, que vous aurds 
infailliblement sa r£ponse dans le courrent du mois 
de Furrier, et avec elle, les avis de 1’efFet de ma der- 
nikre lettre k sa majesty sur ce sujet. 

II ne me reste qu’<\ vous souhaiter tout le bonheur 
que vous ra£rit6s, et de vous assurer de la part 
sincere que je prendrai, si mes voeux pour votre for¬ 
tune et contentement se r£alisent. J’ai l’honneur 
d’etre avec les sentimens de la consideration la plus 
distingu£e, Monsieur, 

Votre tr&s-humble et tr&s-ob&gsant serviteur, 
Baron de Lichtenstein. 


PAPERS RESPECTING THE QUEEN OP DENMARK. 


No. I. 

Copie. Zelle, ce 15 Mai, 75. 

La maladie 6pid6mique qui nous mena^a n’existe 
plus ici; en ville elle n’a point €t€ du tout, et au 
chateau elle n’a emport£ qu’un page et notre chere 
Reine, qui fait 4 si juste titre l’objet de nos plus sin- 
ceres regrets; et cela est g^n6ral. Sa cour, qui 
l’idol4troit, est vraiment d^solee, malgr6 la ferme 
persuasion que notre respectable maitie aura min 
d’eux, mais c’est pour elle-meme qu’on la regrette, 
et vous ne sauriez vous imaginer l’affiiction et la 
consternation qui se r£pandit dans toute la ville 
lorsqu’on la $$ut en danger. Elle l’etoit du pre» 
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mier moment qu’elle tomba inalade par le jugement 
de notre habile medecin Geyser; elle s’en apper^ut 
d’abord elle-m&me, et lui dit en propres termes: 
“ Vous m’avez tir6 deux fois depuis le mois d’Octobre 
de deux maladies assez serieuses, mais de celle-ci vous 
n’en viendrez point & boutet elle ne dit que mal- 
heureusement trap vrai. La fi^vre du premier mo¬ 
ment 6toit d’une violence prouv^e par 131 Puls- 
schlage dans une minute, et les deux derniers jours 
l’on ne pouvoit plus les compter. Leyser de¬ 
mands Zimmermann d’Hannovre, qui vint 4 son 
secours, mais sans effet. Le Friesel sortit, mais avec 
des taches qui denotoient une fi6vre pourpr^e, et c’est 
aussi 4 cette malheureuse raaladie et aux decrets 
d’une Providence immuable que nous devons sa perte. 
Apres avoir souflert en Chr6tienne avec une pa¬ 
tience et une resignation parfaite et presque sans 
exemple, garde connoissance, marqu6 comme de 
coutume les plus tendres et gracieuses attentions 
pour ses dames d’honneur qui la soignoient dans sa 
maladie, et parl£ jusqu’au dernier moment, elle a fini 
sa carri&re d’une fafon qui a 6difi6 et p6netr6 d’ad- 
miration tous les assistans. Elle a vu notre digne 
Surintendant-general Jacobi et le Ministre Lehzen, 
qui ne l’a pas quitt6 et 4 qui elle a quasi dicte ce 
qu’il devoit lui lire 4 plusieurs reprises et entre ce 
beau Cantique de Gellert uber die Liebe der Feinde 
— Nie will ich dem zu schdden suchen — en re- 
petant souvent le 5 ieme vers. En un mot, ces der- 
niferes heures, oil les masques de tous les humains 
tombent, sa ferm6t6 vraiment stoique avec laquelle 
elle paroissoit soutenir les revers douloureux d’une in- 
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fortune si £clat£e, la magnanimity de toutes les ver- 
tus humaines, peut-£tre la plus difficile k pratiquer 
envers ses adversaires, qui ne cessoient point de la 
persecutes joint ft la conduite irreprochable qu’elle 
a men6 pendant tout le terns que nous avons eu le 
bonheur de la possyder, nous persuadent, Mr., de 
la malignity des ennerais que cette auguste prin- 
cesse a eu. Elle leur a pardonn6, et il faut que nous 
le fassions aussi, en souhaitant qu’ils le reconnoissent 
pour se convertir; et il n’y a qu’une voix gynyrale 
pour se convaincre que si cette jeune Reine ytoit 
tombye en des bonnes mains, et moins exposye et 
abandonee aux piyges qu’on lui dressa dys son ar- 
rivye k Copenhague, dans un age oii l’expyrience ne 
pouvoit que lui manquer, elle auroit fait, et par son 
coeur et son esprit si bien om 6, les dyiices de tout un 
peuple. 

A cause d’une necessity absolue il a fallu deposer 
son corps aprfcs deux fois 24 heures dans le caveau 
des Dues de Zelle, jusqu’au terns que le Roi d’Angle- 
terre regie la pompe de ces funerailles. Cela s’est fait 
avec beaucoup d’ordre et de dycence par le Grand 
Marechal de Lichtenstein. Aux sermons k l’dglise 
et 4 la lecture de la Abdanckung toute la ville 
a fondu en larmes depuis le premier jusqu’au 
dernier. Son affability et sa douceur lui avoient 
gagny les coeurs m^me du plus petit peuple. 
Les Juifs ouvrirent d'abord leur temple pour les 
prices publiques, et dans les rues l’on n’entendoit que 
des gemissemens et des invocations pour le rytablis- 
sement unserer guten und lieben Koniginn. Les 
Etats du Duchy de Lunebourg assembiys k Zelle con- 
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jointement avec d’autres corps de la magistrature ont 
envoye des lettres de condolence au Roi, remplis des 
expressions qui marquent leur vive douleur, celle du 
peuple, et la consternation s’est manifesto dans 
toutes les classes des habitants de ces contr6es. 


No. II. 


DEATH AND CHARACTER OF THE QUEEN. 

Sir, 

Conscious of my own incapacity to draw a 
portrait so masterly and difficult as that of the late 
Queen Caroline Matilda of Denmark, I waited in 
the expectation that some more able and eloquent 
pen would have attempted it. But few persons in 
this kingdom were in any degree acquainted with 
her life or actions while she resided in Copenhagen ; 
perhaps still fewer had the honour to know that ex¬ 
alted sufferer during the latter years which she spent 
in retreat at Zell. To this unacquaintance with her 
Majesty’s person may, I doubt not, be imputed the 
universal silence respecting her; and it is from the 
appearance of no other writer in so noble a cause 
that the present attempt to present her real character 
to the English people must derive its excuse. 

Sacrificed in the first bloom of life, and decked 
with the fillets of royal misery, she was sent, an in¬ 
experienced victim, to a court the most despicably 
dissolute and debauched in Europe. The man to 
whom she was wedded, — I mean, the present King 
of Denmark,—was a compound of insanity and bru¬ 
tality. In the frequent paroxysms of debility or 



410 


APPENDIX. 


frenzy to which he was subject, he resembled the 
unhappy Charles the Sixth of France; in the inter¬ 
vals of riot and intemperance he seemed to emulate 
Alphonso the Sixth of Portugal. Surrounded with 
spies and emissaries who interpreted the most trifling 
levities of youth into enormous crimes, the young 
and unguarded Queen could not long remain in such 
a court without giving her enemies too favourable an 
opportunity to effect her fall. They succeeded, and 
induced the wretched King to become the engine of 
their malevolence, by signing the order for her im¬ 
prisonment. The interposition of the British court 
saved her from farther violence, and conducted her 
to an asylum in the Electoral dominions of Hanover. 
Here she appeared in her true and native character. 
Divested of the retinue and pomp which on the 
throne of Denmark veiled her, in a great degree, 
from the inspection of nice observers, the qualities 
of her heart displayed themselves in her little court 
at Zell, and gained her universal love. Her person 
was dignified and graceful: she excelled in all the 
exercises befitting her sex, birth, and station; she 
danced the finest minuet in the Danish court, and 
managed the horse with uncommon address and 
spirit. She had a taste in music, and devoted much 
of her time, while at Zell, to the harpsichord. The 
characteristic style of her dress was simplicity, not 
magnificence; that of her deportment, an affability 
which, in a personage of such high rank, might be 
termed extreme condescension. Her talents were 
liberal and diffusive: she conversed with the most 
perfect facility in French, English, German, and 
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Danish; and to these extraordinary attainments she 
added a thorough knowledge of the Italian, which 
she studied and admired for its beauty and delicacy. 
Her manners were the most polished, soft, and in¬ 
gratiating; and even the contracted state of her 
finances could not restrain that princely munificence 
and liberality of temper which made her purse ever 
open to distress or misery. Though the natural en- 
jouement and gaiety of her disposition impressed those 
who only saw her in the circle, with the idea of tran¬ 
quillity, of happiness; yet it cannot be doubted that 
the series of cruel and unmerited sufferings she un¬ 
derwent impressed her mind very deeply, and per¬ 
haps slowly conduced to produce those attacks of 
sickness which in the end proved fatal. Banished 
with every circumstance of indignity from the throne 
of Denmark, she yet retained no sentiment of re¬ 
venge or resentment against the authors of her fall, 
or against the Danish people. Her heart was not 
tinctured with ambition, and she looked back to the 
diadem which had been torn from her brow with a 
calmness and a superiority of soul which might have 
made a Philip the Fifth or a Victor Amadeus blush. 
It was not the crown she regretted: her children 
only employed her care. The feelings of the Queen 
were absorbed in those of the mother; and if she 
wept the day when she quitted the island of Zealand, 
it was because she was then bereft of those dear ob¬ 
jects of her maternal fondness. Two or three months 
before her death, she showed with transports of joy 
to Madame d’O-, her first lady of the bedcham¬ 

ber, a little portrait of the Prince Royal her son, 
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which she had just received. It happened that this 
lady, some few days after, entered the queen’s apart¬ 
ment at an unusual hour: she was surprised at hear¬ 
ing her Majesty talk, though quite alone. While 
she stood in this attitude of astonishment, unable to 
retire, the Queen turned suddenly round, and ad¬ 
dressing herself to her with that charming smile 
which she alone could preserve at a moment when 
her heart was torn with the most acute sensations, 
“ What must you think,” said she, “ of a circum¬ 
stance so extraordinary as that of overhearing me 
talk, though you find me perfectly alone ?—but it 
was to this dear and cherished image I addressed 
my conversation. And what do you imagine I said 
to it ? Nearly the same verses which you applied 
not long ago to a child sensible to the happiness of 
having found her father ; verses,” added she, “which 
I changed after the manner following.” The verses 
are French, and too delicate to admit of a translation; 

“ Eh! qui done, comme moi, gouteroit la douceur 
De t’appeller mon fils, d’etre chire a ton ceeurl 
Toi, qu'on arrache aux bras d’une mere sensible, 

Qui ne pleure que toi, dans ce destin terrible.” 

Madame d’O ■■ — could not speak: she burst into 
tears, and, overcome with her own emotions, retired 
hastily from the royal presence. 

When she was first apprehended to be in danger 
from the disorder which seized her, anxiety and con¬ 
sternation were spread through her whole little court, 
which idolized her ; but when she expired, no lan¬ 
guage can express the horror and silent grief visible 
in every apartment of the palace. Leyser, the phy- 
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sician who attended her Majesty during her whole 
illness, dreaded the event from the first moment. 
She saw it, and, impressed with a presentiment of 
her approaching death, which proved but too true, 
“ You have twice,” said she, “ extricated me from 
very dangerous indispositions since the month of 
October; but this exceeds your skill: I know I am 
not within the help of medicine.” Leyser desired 
that the celebrated physician Zimmermann might be 
called in from Hanover. He was so ; but her Ma¬ 
jesty’s illness, which was a most violent spotted 
fever, baffled every endeavour. At the beginning 
her pulse beat a hundred and thirty-one strokes in a 
minute, but during the two last days it was impos¬ 
sible to count them. She bore the pains of her dis¬ 
temper with exquisite patience, and even showed 
the most delicate and generous attentions to her 
maids of honour who waited by her. Her senses, 
speech, and understanding, she preserved to the last 
moment; and only a short time before her death ex¬ 
pressed the most perfect forgiveness of all those 
enemies who had persecuted and calumniated her 
during life. Monsieur de Lichtenstein, Grand Ma¬ 
rshal of the Court of Hanover, presided at the 
funeral rites, which were conducted with a pomp 
suited to her regal dignity. Her Majesty’s body 
was interred with her ancestors the Dukes of Zell. 
The streets and the great churches were thronged 
with crowds of people, drawn by the sincerest grief 
and condolence, to behold the mournful obsequies of 
their benefactress pass along in silent state. It was 
a scene the most affecting and awful to be imagined: 
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nothing was heard but groans, invocations to Heaven, 
interrupted by sobs and tears, through every quarter 
of the city. The death of this amiable princess 
most strikingly reminds one of that of Henrietta, 
Duchess of Orleans, in the last century. They were 
both eminent for their accomplishments of mind 
and person; they equally constituted the brightest 
ornament of the courts in which they resided; they 
were both torn away in the pride of youth by violent 
and short distempers, and in both were some sus¬ 
picions of unnatural means, commonly received. 
But the most striking proof of the love and attach¬ 
ment borne to the Queen, and of the impression 
which her virtues had made among all ranks of 
people in the country where she died, is the reso¬ 
lution which the states of Lunenbourg framed at 
Hanover on the 10th of last month. 
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of Gottingen as a student, ii. 156. 
Austria, Maria Theresa of, her forti¬ 
tude, i. 182. 

B. 

Baker, Sir George, his suspicions of 
the king's insanity, iii. 176. 

Bankes, Mr. M.P. for Corfe Castle, 
character of, i. 249; his friendship . 
for Pitt, 250 ; parliamentary inde¬ 
pendence of, ib ,; his speech on 
Pitt’s plan of reform, 295; his 
elevated conduct, 296. 

Barr6, Mr. his attack upon the Duke 
of Richmond, i. 283. 

Barthelemy, Mr. Secretary to Count 
d’Adhemar, ii. 119. 

Bastard, Mr. amendment of. to Mr. 
Pitt’s motion for fortifying the 
dockyards, ii. 50; compromise of¬ 
fered by him, ib ,; questions the 
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propriety of Lord Howe's naval 
promotions, iii. 50 ; sound under* 
standing of, ib. ; moves an address 
to the throne, 51; nature of, ib .; 
rejection of his proposition, 52 ; 
states his determination of renew¬ 
ing it, ib. ; fulfils his promise, ib .; 
declaration in favour of his motion, 
53; debate respecting, 54; motion 
carried, 56. 

Bathurst, Henry Bathurst, second 
Earl, states the reason for convok¬ 
ing the parliament, iii. 316. 

Bearcroft, Mr. his observations relat¬ 
ing to Mr. Hastings, ii. 106. 

Beauchamp, Viscount, afterwards 
fourth Marquis of Hertford, account 
of, i. 323; nis marriages, 324. 

- Lady, Marchioness of 

Hertford, her extraordinary beauty, 
i. 325. 

Beaufoy, Mr. remarks on his elo¬ 
quence, i. 325; allusions to, in 
“ The Rolliad,” 326 ; his petition 
respecting the smuggling of tobacco, 
32/ ; moves the repeal of the Cor¬ 
poration and Test Acts, ii. 267 ; 
his able arguments respecting, ib. ; 
obtains a majority, 272. 

Beaumarchais, M. author of “ Le 
Marriage de Figaro,” i. 209. 

Belgiojoso, Count, appointed by Jo¬ 
seph II. of Austria to be first mi¬ 
nister of the Low Countries, ii. 362 ; 
ordered to repair to Vienna, 364. 

Benfield, Paul, Burke’s accusations 
against, i. 258; his transactions with 
the Nabob of Arcot, 262 ; returns 
to England, 263 ; elected M. P. for 
Cricklade, 264; charges against, 
ib. ; returns to Madras, 265 ; his 
quarrel with Lord Macartney, ib. ; 
ordered to repair to Permacol, ib. ; 
returns to Fort St. George, 266 ; to 
England, ib. ; his ambitious cha¬ 
racter, 267; opens a banking-house 
with Mr. Boyd, ib. ; his bank¬ 
ruptcy, 268; notice of his death, 
269. 

Berkeley, Frederick Augustus fifth 
Earl, anecdote of, ii. 23. 

Bertie, Lady Elizabeth, her marriage, 
i. 19. 

Besborough, William Ponsonby, se¬ 
cond Earl of, his antipathy to She¬ 
ridan, i. 47; imposition practised 
upon, 48. 


“ Bill for enabling the East India 
Company to make a dividend of 8 
per cent, and for remitting the sum 
of £100,000 to the public,” discus¬ 
sion on the introduction of, i. 159. 

“Bill for regulating the duration of 
Polls and Scrutinies,” i.342; passed 
343. 

Bonaparte, Napoleon, remarks re¬ 
specting, i. 215; his motive for 
destroying the Temple, 221; re¬ 
marks on his imprisonment at St. 
Helena, 221. 

Bonnecarrere, Monsieur, Mr. Boyd’s 
confession to, i. 131; sent to Cal¬ 
cutta as a spy, 132 ; to England, ib. 

Boughton, Rouse, representative for 
the borough of Evesnam, appointed 
secretary to the new East India 
Board, ii. 66; chairman of the 
committee on Dundas’s India 
Bill, ib. ; personally addressed by 
Mr. Burke, ib. 

Boyd, Hugh Macaulay, Junius's Let¬ 
ters attributed to, i. 128 ; his con¬ 
fession to Monsieur Bonnecarrere, 
131 ; his character, 133; Lord 
Macartney*8 opinion of, 134. 

- Mr. his connexion with Mr. 

Benfield, i. 267. 

Breteuil, Baron de, his representation 
respecting state prisons in France, 
i. 213. 

Brienne, Lomenie, Abp. of Toulouse, 
succeeds M. Calonne as minister of 
finance, ii. 284; opinion of the 
Duke of Dorset respecting, 285. 

Brunswick, Princess of, her visits to 
Zell, i. 375. 382. 405. 

Buckingham, Marquis of, see Temple. 

Bulow, Baron de, plans the restora¬ 
tion of the Queen of Denmark, i. 
380 ;’ his interviews with Sir N. 
Wraxall, 387. 393. 402; his letter 
to him respecting the Queen of Den¬ 
mark, 401; announcing her death, 
413 ; his solicitations in his behalf, 
416. 

Burges, Mr. remarks of, respecting 
Mr. Hastings's counsel, iii. 105; 
proposition of, ib. 

Burgovne, General, pointed allusions 
made to, by Mr. Hardinge, ii. 107. 

Burke, Mr. comparison between him 
and Sheridan, i. 37, 38. 43; re¬ 
turned for Melton, 56 ; character 
of his “ Representation,” 103 ; at- 
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tacks Pitt’s East India Bill, i. 112. 
116 ; his invectives against Mr. 
Hastings, ib. 123; comparison be¬ 
tween him and Mr* Wtiham Wind¬ 
ham, 242; his reply to Major 
Scott's accusations, 252; remarks 
on his speech, 258; his accusations 
against Pitt and Dundas, 259. 
261; his speech respecting the 
transportation of convicts, 286; 
his attack upon Pitt, 320; his 
animosity towards Warren Hast¬ 
ings, 335; projects an enquiry into 
his conduct, 339 ; reminded of his 
promise respecting the charges 
against Mr. Hastings, ii. 26; his 
evasive answer ib.; remarks con¬ 
cerning him, 27; his opinion of 
Hastings's administration, ib. ; pro¬ 
duces the charges against him, 36; 
his animadversions on Mr. Dun¬ 
das, 37; bis charge against Mr. 
Hastings, relative to the peace 
with the Mahrattas, 56 ; his violent 
indignation at the introduction of 
Mr. Dundas’s India Bill, 65; his 
personal address to the chairman, 
ib. ; his reforming spirit, 83; his 
motives for bringing forward the 
impeachment of Mr. Hastings, 89 ; 
particulars respecting him, 90; 
delivers two more charges against 
Hastings, 100; remarks upon the 
impeachment, 102; his indignation 
at the conduct of Kenyon and 
Jenkinson, 105; his compari¬ 
sons, 109 ; his address- respect¬ 
ing Mr. Hastings, 112; announce¬ 
ment of his intended prosecution 
against Mr. Hastings, 120; de¬ 
mands the correspondence be¬ 
tween Mr. Middleton and the go¬ 
vernor-general, ib. ; moves for Mr. 
Middleton's examination at the bar, 
ib.; justifies his conduct, 121; brings 
forward his first charge against Mr. 
Hastings, 123; disclaims any per¬ 
sonal malevolence, 124; nature of 
bis anger, ib. ; his opinion of Mr. 
Hastings's exculpation, 125; dis¬ 
cusses the Rohilla war, 126; his 
motion negatived, 131 ; his inten¬ 
tion signified of bringing forward 
another charge against II astings, ib.; 
remarks concerning, 132 ; pointed 
comments upon his conduct, 137 ; 
remarks of, concerning Mr. Pitt in 

VOL. III. 


the prosecution of Hastings, ii, 142; 
. signifies his -readiness to introduce 
the next charge against him, 146 ; 
discusses the necessity of a com¬ 
mercial treaty with France, 194; 
remarks upon his intemperate con¬ 
duct, 196; upon his prospects, 197; 
upon his disposal ot his pensions, 
198 ; expresses his approbation 
of the measure for consolidating 
the duties, 222; remarks of, re¬ 
specting Warren Hastings, 262. 
266; moves the appointment of a 
committee to prepare articles of 
impeachment against him. 281 ; 
invites Pitt and Dundas to join the 
committee, 282; moves the im¬ 
peachment, 320; repairs to the 
bar of the house of lords to fulfil 
his commission, i6.; introduces a 
new charge against Mr. Hastings, 
327 ; adoption of, 348 ; observations 
of, relative to Mr. Kenyon, iii. 14; 
imputations by, respecting Mr. Pitt, 
41 ; his animadversions upon Sir 
Elijah Impey, 69; discusses the 
question of relieving the royalists, 
110; remarks on his acrimonious 
- temper, 149; his imputations re¬ 
specting Pitt, 206; speeches respect¬ 
ing the regency, 233. 259; his at¬ 
tack upon Pitt, 262 ; arraigns the 
conduct of the committee tor exa¬ 
mining the physicians, 269; his ac¬ 
cusations against Pitt, 291 ; his vio¬ 
lence, 293; his allusion to the differ¬ 
ence between Pitt and the chan¬ 
cellor, 298 ; bis violent speeches re* 
lative to the regency, 306. 323 ; his 
remarks respecting George III. 
317; comments on his speech, 318; 
his allusion to the queen, 319 ; his 
unpopularity, ib. ; apologises for bis 
violence, 324; speech respecting 
the Duke of York’s appointment 
as a.member of the queen’s coun¬ 
cil, 328; respecting the king’s 
. resumption of the regal authority, 
339; retires from the house of, 
commons, 341; bis unpopularity 
in 1789, 343 ; unites with the 
government party, 344; pensions 
and favours conferred on, 345. 
Burnet, Bishop, his remarks respect¬ 
ing Chief Justice Pemberton, i. 83; 
respecting the Prince of Orange’s 
passage to England, iii. 180. 

2 E 
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Burrell, Mr. (afterwards Lord Gwy- 
dir) his marriage, i. 19; raised to 
the peerage, 20; remarks respect¬ 
ing, 21. 

Burrells, family of the, singular for¬ 
tune of, i. 19. 

Byng, George, indefatigable zeal of, 
i. 3 ; reconciled to Col. North, 16. 


C. 

Calonne, M. his propositions to 
Louis XVI. ii. 224; personal ap¬ 
pearance of, 225; character of, 
226 ; remarks of the Duke of Dor¬ 
set concerning, ib. ; his dismission 
from the councils of France, 283; 
remarks respecting his propositions, 
ib. ; singular circumstance related 
of, 284 ; withdraws to England, ib. 

Camden, Charles Pratt, first Lord, 
his speeches respecting the regency, 
iii. 207 ; one of the deputation to 
the Prince of Wales from the 
Peers, 299; his speech on the re¬ 
gency, 301. 

Campbell, Lord Frederic, member of 
the board of control, i. 163 ; ac¬ 
count of, 246; his marriage, ib.; 
proposes an amendment to Colonel 
Fitzpatrick’s motion, 247 ; one of 
the deputation to the Prince of 
Wales from the Commons, iii. 299. 

—— 1 Ilay (lord advocate of 
Scotland), his review of Hastings's 
administration, ii. 309. 

Campo, Chevalier de, minister from 
the court of Spain, receives intelli¬ 
gence of the intended assassination 
of George III. ii. 158; repairs to 
Windsor, ib.-, informs the queen 
of the tranasaction, 159 ; created a 
marquis, ib .; appointed ambassa¬ 
dor from his Catholic Majesty to 
the court of London, to.; ac¬ 
count of, ib. 

Canterbury, Abp. of, see Sutton , Dr. 

Capetian race, uninterrupted suc¬ 
cession of in France, i. 207. 

Carhampton, Lord, see LuttreU. 

Carlisle, Frederick Howard, eighth 
Earl of, his remark respecting the 
Irish Propositions, i. 345. 

Carmarthen, Marquis of, secretary of 
state, remarks respecting, i. 155. 

Caroline Matilda, Queen of Den¬ 


mark, comparison between, and 
Marie Antoinette, i. 373; con¬ 
fined in the castle of Zell, 374; 
her message to Mr. Mathias, 376; 
attempt made for her restoration, 
379; receives a letter from Sir N. 
Wraxall, 383; imprudent curio¬ 
sity of, 385 ; her reply to Wraxall's 
propositions, 386; her interview 
with him, 390 ; articles respecting 
her restoration, 397; description 
of her, 400 ; her conversation with 
Wraxall, 400, 406 ; Bulow’s letter 
to, 405 ; letters and papers respect¬ 
ing, 407 ; death ana character of, 
409. 

Carrington, Lord, see Smith • 

Carteret, Henry Frederick Thynne, 
fourth Lord, postmaster-general, 
his disputes with Lord Tankerville, 
ii. 328; lose3 his office of post¬ 
master-general in consequence of 
joining the Prince’s party, iii. 335. 

Castres, Marshal de, his opinion of 
Monsieur Bonnecarrere, i. 132. 

Catherine II. Empress of Russia, en¬ 
gaged in hostilities against the 
Turks, i. 429; her antipathy to 
Mr. Joseph Ewart, 430 ; Leopold’s 
opinion of, 431 ; refuses to restore 
Ockzakow to the Prussians, 433; 
her predilection for Fox, 435 ; her 
magnanimous mind, iii. 199. 

Cavendish, Lord George, his amend¬ 
ment to Mr. Pitt's treaty, ii. 193; 
account of him, ib. 

■■ » ■ Lord John, integrity of, 

i. 2. 


Chalmers, Mr. George, his publica- 
cation respecting “Junius’s Let¬ 
ters,” i. 128; attributes them to 
Hugh Macaulay Boyd, ib. 131 ; 
his compliment to George III. 135. 

Chambers, Sir William, architect of 
Somerset House, iii. 91; work 
published by, ib. - appointed sur¬ 
veyor-general to the board of 
works, 92. 

Charlotte of Mecklenburg, Queen of 
England, disapproves of the Earl 
of Abercom’s request, i, 63; her 
condescension, 223 ; attends West¬ 
minster Hall during the trial of 
Warren Hastings, iii. 16; remarks 
concerning, 135; accompanies the 
king to Kew, 191; deputation sent 
to, 300; her reply, to.; her afibc- 
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tion for the Prince of W ales, i. 309 ; 
Burke’s allusion to, 319 ; persons 
proposed to form her council, 326. 

C hartley. Lord de Ferrers of, see 
Leicester , Earl of, 

Chatham, John Pitt second Earl of, 
appointed first lord of the admi¬ 
ralty, iii. 59, 127 ; account of, ib. 
129, 130, 131. 

Chesterfield, Philip Stanhope fifth 
Earl of, appointed ambassador to 
the court of Madrid, ii. 20; de¬ 
parts from Madrid, ib,; remarks of 
the Earl of Surrey concerning him, 
21 ; defence of his conduct by Mr. 
Pitt, ib, ; renounces his paternal 
seat of Britby, 22; offices confer¬ 
red upon him, 23 ; criminal prose¬ 
cution of his tutor, ib, ; dialogue 
between him and the Earl of 
Berkeley, ib. 

Cheyt Sing, Zemindar or Prince of 
Benares, his treatment by Warren 
Hastings examined, ii. 135. 

Choiseul, his death, i. 362. 

Clermont, Earl of, intimacy of the 
Prince of Wales with, ii. 339 ; his 
temporary accident, 340 ; charac¬ 
ter of, ib. ; extraordinary bet made 
by, 342 ; death of, ib, 

- Countess of, her talents, 

ii. 343 ; regard for, shown by the 
Prince of Wales, 343; introduces 
Count Fersen to the prince, 345; 
remarks respecting, ib, 

Clive, Lord, notice of his persecution 
in the commons, i. 337. 

Coke, Mr, Sheridan’s remark respect¬ 
ing, i. 3. 

— Lady Mary, remarks concern¬ 
ing, ii. 115 ; her cheerful temper, ib. 

Colyear, Sir David, created a peer of 
Scotland, i. 339. 

Commercial treaty with France, dis¬ 
cussed, ii. 215; address to the 
crown on, voted, 221; debates upon, 
245; discussion upon renewed, 250. 

Cond6, Prince of, his courage, i. 180. 

-family of, i. 205; 

his military spirit^ 206. 

Congreve, Mr. comparison between 
him and Sheridan, i. 40. 

Consolidation of duties, bill for, in¬ 
troduced by Mr. Pitt, ii. 221. 

Contat, Mademoiselle de, her inti¬ 
macy with the Count d'Artois, i. 
203; her theatrical talents, 210. 


Conway, Hon. Hugh Seymour, after¬ 
wards Lord Hugh Seymour, ac¬ 
count of, i. 187. 

Cooper, Sir Grey, friendly to the for¬ 
mation of a sinking fund, ii. 80; 
his encomiums upon Mr. Jenkin- 
son’s measures, 99 ; his allusion to 
Pitt’s assertion, iii. 297. 

Cope, Lady, married to Charles Jeu- 
kinson, afterwards first Earl of Li¬ 
verpool, i. 192. 

Corbett, Mr. high-bailiff of Westmin¬ 
ster, comments upon his conduct, 
. i. 13. 60; his defence committed 
to Mr. Kenyon, 75; summoned to 
the bar of the house of commons, 
102 ; examination of, 240; makes 
a return of Lord Hood and Mr. 
Fox for Westminster, 270. 

Cornwall, Mr. elected Speaker of the 
house of commons, i. 58 ; his in¬ 
disposition, iii. 247; death, 248. 
251. 

Cornwallis, Charles first Marquis, ac¬ 
cepts the post of governor-general 
of Bengal, ii. 62 ; named com- 
mander-in-chief, 63. 

Corporation and Test Acts, repeal of, 
moved by Mr. Beaufoy, ii. 267; 
carried, 272. 

Courtenay, Mr. family of, i. 142; 
his wit, 143 ; sarcastic disposition, 
144; anecdote of, 145; ridicules 
the Duke of Richmond’s projected 
fortifications, 283 ; his speech re¬ 
specting the proposed tax on maid¬ 
servants, 305, 306; respecting 
Arden, 342 ; his ironical compli¬ 
ment to Lord Hood, ii. 309; his 
remarks concerning Hastings’s treat¬ 
ment of the Begums, 310; an 
explanation for his expressions de¬ 
manded by Lord Hood, 324; a 
public apology urged by Mr. Pitt, 
tb .; voted, 326; concession made 
by, ib. ; his bitter reflections upon 
Mr. Pitt, ib, 

Crewe, Mr, M. P. for Chester, after¬ 
wards Lord Crewe, his bill for re¬ 
form, ii. 83; derided by Mr. Dun- 
das, 84. 

—-- Mrs. entertainment given by, 

Cumberland, Henry Frederick fourth 
Duke of, character of him, ii. 115 ; 
his partiality for the Prince of 
Wales, iii. 328. 

2 E 2 
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Cumberland, Duchess of, remarks re¬ 
lating to, ii. 116; her personal 
charms, ib, ; the king’s opinion of 
her character, ib. ; her partiality 
for the Prince of Wales, iii. 328* 

■-Mr. patronized by Lord 

Sackville, i. 423. 

D. 

Debbeige, Colonel, incurs the dis¬ 
pleasure of the Duke of Richmond, 
1*284. 

Del aval, Lord, desires an explanation 
of Lord Hawksbury’s reflections, 
ii. 247 ; account of, ib. ; raised to 
the British peerage, iii. 193. 

Denmark, Queen of, see Caroline 
Matilda. 

Deslon, Mr. claims the merit of dis¬ 
covering “ Animal Magnetism,” i. 
209. 

Devonshire, William Cavendish Duke 
of, character of, i. 9 ; patrimonial 
property of, 10. 

-Georgians, Duchess of, 

character of, i. 7; her interest for 
Mr. Fox, 11 ; her exertions for the 
Prince of Wales, iii. 267. 

Dillon, Colonel Edward, particulars 
respecting, i. 195. 

Dimsaale, Dr. anecdote of, iii. 199. 

Dolben, Sir William, wishes to post¬ 
pone the discussion relative to War¬ 
ren Hastings, ii. 205; his bill for 
alleviating the sufferings of the 
African slaves, iii. 95; impedi¬ 
ments against, 96 ; debates upon, 
ib. 112 ; passes the commons, 115 ; 
defended by the Duke of Rich¬ 
mond, 119 ; debates upon, ib .; 
division respecting, 123; amend¬ 
ments upon, ib. ; passes the lords, 
126; receives the royal assent, ib. 

Dodd, Dr. entertainment given by, ii. 
24; request for his pardon, 25; 
George 111. wishes to grant it, ib.; 
opposed by Earl Mansfield, ib.; 
council held on the occasion, *6.; 
death-warrant signed, ib. f peni¬ 
tent death of, ib. ; operation to re- 
itore animation, t6. 

Dorset, John Frederick Sackville, 
third Duke of, presents Mr. Whit¬ 
worth to Marie Antoinette, i. 187 ; 
his remarks respecting Eden's 
defection, 441 ; ambassador at the 


court of Versailles, ii. 180; his 
letter concerning Mr. Eden, ib. ; 
remarks respecting M. Calonne, 
226 ; his opinion of the Count de 
Yergennes, 227; his opinion of 
Lomenie de Brienne, 285. 

Dorset, Duchess of, particulars re¬ 
specting, i. 190; married to Lord 
Whitworth, 191; money paid by 
to the Countess Gerbetzow, 192. 

Douglas, Baron, see Queensberry. 

Draper, Sir William, account of his 
death, ii. 185; his talents, ib. ; 
remarks respecting, ib.; his classi¬ 
cal letters, 187. 

Duncan, Sir William, his opinion of 
Mr. Boyd, i. 134. 

Duncannon, Lady, anecdote of, i. 8; 
her political enthusiasm, 11; letter 
written in her name, 48. 

Dundas, Henry, afterwards Viscount 
Melville, treasurer of the navy, 
proposes the restitution of forfeited 
estates in Scotland, i. 150 ; his in¬ 
fluence over Pitt, 153; ii. 300; 
remarks on his elevation, i. 160, 
161 ; his employments, 163; his 
influence over the board of control, 
ib. ; appointed member of the 
board of trade, ib. ; his power in 
Scotland, 164; attacks upon him, 
ib. ; 165; his character, 166; 
pensions granted by, 167, 168 ; his 
accusations against Mr. Fox, 245 ; 
his conduct on the inquiry into the 
debts of Mohammed Ali, 255 ; his 
defence of the Indian government, 
257; Burke's accusations against 
259; his friendship for Pitt, 
276, 277; his reply to Fox, 
321; his motives for abandoning 
Mr. Hastings to his enemies, if. 
34; his declaration respecting the 
production of papers, 39; objects 
to divulge transactions concerning 
Mr. Hastings, 56; introduces his 

. East India Bill, 63; attacked by 

. Sheridan, ib. ; reprobates Mr. 
Crewe’s bill, 84; his remarks 
concerning the RohiUa war, 128; 
reasons on Ufa consequences of 
impeaching Mr. Hastings, ib. ; his 
remarks relating to the impeach¬ 
ment, 133; his habits, 301; sin¬ 
gular circumstance related of, 302) 
his ingenious flattery, 303 ; coun¬ 
teracts the Duchess of Gordon’s 
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designs upon Mr. Pitt, ii. 304 ; re¬ 
quests permission to attend the 
Prince of Wales at Carlton House, 
305 ; his gracious reception, ib .; 
articular® of the interview, ib. ; 
is pecuniary embarrassments, iii. 
297; caricature representing him, 
310 ; supports Pitt’s proposition, 
339; his firmness of character, 
359. 

Dundas, Sir Thomas, interests him¬ 
self for Mr. Fox, i. 28 ,* reproaches 
Mr. Pitt for his conduct to Sheri¬ 
dan, 44. 

E. 

East India Bill, condemnation of Mr. 
Fox’s, i. 103; Mr. Pitt's intro¬ 
duced, 112; passes the commons, 
153 ; introduction of Mr. Dundas’s, 

ii. 63; remarks respecting, ib .; 
passed, 75. 

East India Board of Control, creation 
of the, i. 162 ; discussion of with 
the court of directors of the East 
India Company, iii. 26. 

East India Declaratory Bill, intro¬ 
duced by Mr. Pitt, iii. 28. 

Eden, Mr. (afterwards Lord Auck¬ 
land), moves for the adjournment 
of the Irish Propositions, i. 
319; opens a treaty with Pitt, 
436; his appointments, ib. ; his 
talents, 437; ballad respecting. 

438 ; description of, ib. ; family of, 

439 ; declamations against his de¬ 
fection, 440; assertion concerning 
him, ii. 17; extract from his politi¬ 
cal circular, ib. ; attack upon his 
character by the Earl Surrey, 18 ; 
his defection animadverted upon by 
Mr. Fox, 19; departs for Paris, 
20; revisits Lonaon, 179; pre¬ 
sents to George 111. a portrait of 
Louis XVI. ib. ; remarks respecting 
him, 180; his commercial princi¬ 
ples ridiculed by Mr. Sheridan, 
218, 

Eldon, Lord, Prince of Wales’s pre¬ 
dilection for, i. 92; solicits per¬ 
mission to retire from office, 94; 
dines with Lord Liverpool, ib. 

Elliot, Alexander, premature end of, 

iii. 65. 

- Sir Gilbert (afterwards first 

Earl Minto), particulars of, ii.372; 


royal favour enjoyed by, ii. 373; pro¬ 
poses to refer the charges against 
Sir Elijah Impey to a committee 
of the whole nouse, 374; intro¬ 
duces charges against him relative 
to the execution of Nundcomar, 
iii. 63; remarks of, concerning his 
brother’s participation in the charge, 
65; desires the postponement of, 
68; question of impeachment ne¬ 
gatived, 78. 

Elliot, Hugh, British envoy to the 
Danish court, joins Gustavus King 
of Sweden at Gottenburgh, iii. 
163; interests of Sweden entrust¬ 
ed to, 164 ; observations of, respect¬ 
ing Gustavus, 170 ; character of, 
172,; his unfortunate marriage, 
175; sent as envoy to Naples, ib .; 
accepts the post of governor of the 
Leeward Islands, ib. ; appointed 
governor of Madras, ib. 

Ellis, Welbore, motion of, on the 
Westminster scrutiny, i. 96; raised 
to the peerage as Baron Men- 
dip, ib. ; commences the proceed¬ 
ings relative to the Westminster 
scrutiny, 239; moves for a return 
of the precept, 241. 

Enghien, Duke d*, notice of his exe¬ 
cution, i. 206. 

England, King of, see George 111. . 

-Queen of, see Charlotte. 

-different dynasties in, i. 

208 . 

Ernest, Prince, present Duke of 
Cumberland, entered as student in 
the University of Gottingen, ii. 
156. 

Erskine, Mr. (afterwards Lord Chan¬ 
cellor Erskine), keen observations 
of, i, 3 ; advocates Mr. Fpx’s cause, 
80 ; sketch of his character, 82 ; 
disgusted with the naval and mili¬ 
tary profession, 83; applies him¬ 
self to the law, 84; his eloquence 
at Keppel’s trial, ib. ; his defence 
of Lord George Gordon, 85; per¬ 
sonal appearance of, 87 ; presented 
to Napoleon Bonaparte, 88; his 
poetry, 89 ; anecdote of, 90; his 
political attachments, ib. ; his for-, 
tune, 91; appointed lord chancellor, 
92; remarks respecting, 93; his 
conduct on the trial of Queen Caro¬ 
line, 95, 96; presents a petition 
from the East India Company 
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against Mr. Pitt's Declaratory Bill, 
iii. 32 ; sentiments expressed by, 
33; the Prince of Wales's esteem 
for, 185. 

Erskine, Sir James, account of, ii. 
253 ; developes his charges against 
Warren Hastings, 254; his motion 
for impeaching Warren Hastings 
carried, 258. 

Ewart, Mr. Joseph, account of, i. 
428 ; his influence over Frederic 
William, King of Prussia, 429; 
stimulates him to retake Ockzakow, 
ib. ; his detestation of Catherine 11. 
430; her attempt to poison him, 
ib. ; his commission to Berlin, 433 ; 
unjust treatment of, 434. 

Exchequer, Chancellor of, see Pitt , 
Right Hon • William . 

F. 

Farquhar, Sir Walter, his observa¬ 
tions on the last illness and death 
of Mr. Pitt, ii. 72. 

Fauconberg, Henry Belasyse, third 
Earl of, lord of the king’s bedcham¬ 
ber, iii. 138 ; recommends the wa¬ 
ters of Cheltenham to the king, ib .; 
offers Bays Hill Lodge for his re¬ 
ception, 139 ; accepted, i6. 

Fenton, Lavinia (afterwards Duchess 
of Bolton), her theatrical talents, 
i. 210. 

Ferrers, Dowager Countess, her 
marriage, i. 246; anecdote of, 247 ; 
her death, ib. 

Fersen, Count, Swedish envoy to the 
court of France, visits London, ii. 
344; presented to the Prince of 
Wales, 345. 

Fitzherbert, Mrs. particulars of, ii. 
114; inquire respecting, 291; 
Sheridan's defence, of, iii. 313. 

Fitzpatrick, Colonel, presents a peti¬ 
tion from the electors of Westmin¬ 
ster, i. 246. 

Foix, Catherine de, Queen of Navarre, 
observation of, i. 183. 

Foster, Lady Elizabeth, married to the 
Duke of Devonshire, i. 10. 

Fox, Mr. his friendship for the Hon. 
John Townsend, i. 4; efforts to 
expel him from his situation, 5; 
exertions of his friends at the West¬ 
minster election, 11; procession and 
entertainments in honour of, 13.15, 


16; congratulated by the Prince of 
Wales, i. 14; reproves the Earl of 
Lonsdale, 27; representative for 
the Orkney and Shetland islands, 
28 ; comparisons between him and 
Sheridan, 38. 53; conversant in 
the French and Italian languages, 
42; comments on the conduct of 
the high bailiff of Westminster, 60; 
his charges against Pitt, 70; ex¬ 
ertions to prevent him sitting in 
parliament, 72; demands the return 
for Westminster, 73 ; his reproof to 
Lord Mulgrave, 77 ; his supporters, 
80; laments his poverty, 97 ; com¬ 
parison between him and the Earl 
of Chatham, 99; Pitt's remarks 
respecting him, 101; attacks Pitt's 
East India BUI, 113, 114 ; ap¬ 
proves of the measure for restoring 
forfeited estates, 151 ; his impru¬ 
dent conduct, 161 ; pecuniary 
difficulties, 238; anecdote of, 
239; his reply to Lord Mulgrave, 
240; to Pitt, 243; disapproves 
of the liquidation of Mohammed 
Ali’s debts, 256; reagitates the 
Westminster scrutiny, 269; re¬ 
turned member for Westminster, 
270; his reply to Pitt’s charge, 
272 ; his opinion of the proposed 
sinking fund, 290; of the bill to 
amend the representation of the 
commons, 294; seconds the motion 
for the repeal of the tax upon cot¬ 
ton, 300; asperities between him 
and Pitt, 302; objects to the pro¬ 
posed tax upon maid servants, 303; 
nis speeches on the Irish Propo¬ 
sitions, 310. 312. 315; opposes 
the bUl for regulating the duration 
ef polls and scrutinies, 342 ; his 
assertions respecting Jenkinson, 
360; reprobates the Irish Proposi¬ 
tions, 361; sends an agent to 
Catherine II- 433; her predilection 
for him, 435; his animadversions 
on Mr. Eden’s defection, ii. 19; 
his remarks respecting the charges 
against Hastings, 26; his opinion 
of Mr. Jenkinson, 33; derides the 
proposition for fortifying the dock¬ 
yards, 43; his sarcasm against the 
speaker, 51; his observations on 
the amendment, 55; panegyrises 
Mr. Burke’s speech, 67 ; sanctions 
the formation of a sinking fund, 80; 
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remarks respecting him, ii. 81; his 
motives for supporting the impeach¬ 
ment against Hastings, 92; his 
representation of the inadequate 
income of the Prince of Wales, 95; 
arguments .upon, 96; inveighs 
against granting Mr. Hastings co¬ 
pies of the charges, 101 ; intro¬ 
duces the second article of im¬ 
peachment against him, 135; his 
animated detail of, ib.; pointed 
comments on him by Mr. Pitt, 137 ; 
iii. 35; his attack upon Mr. Jen- 
kinson, ii. 151; opposes Mr. Eden’s 
commercial treaty, 190; examina¬ 
tion of it, 193 ; demands a call of 
the house, ib. ; placability of his 
disposition, 196 ; his admiration of 
Mrs. Siddons, 197; implores Mr. 
Pitt not to vote against the question 
relative to the Princess of Oude, 
207; opposes the commercial treaty 
with France, 216; his opinion of 
the French nation, ib. 223 ; obser¬ 
vations of, respecting the repeal of 
the Corporation and Test Acts, 271; 
arguments of, concerning the im¬ 
peachment of Warren Hastings, 
277 ; his accusations against Mr. 
Pitt, 331; his sentiments on the 
subject of trials by impeachment, 
iii. 25; opens the charge against 
Hastings for treatment of Cheyt 
Sing, 26; advises Pitt to withdraw 
his Declaratoiy Bill, 43; agrees to 
vote in favour of a committee upon 
Mr. Bastard’s motion, 53 ; remarks 
of, respecting Mr. Pitt’s statement 
of the finances, 62 ; his accusations 
against Sir Elijah Impey, 73; ob¬ 
servations made by, 74; expresses 
his sorrow at the postponement of 
Mr. Wilberforce’s measure for sup¬ 
pressing the negro trade, 86 ; sup¬ 
ports the bill for regulating the 
African Slave Trade, 98; his opi¬ 
nion relative to Hastings’s counsel, 
107 ; induces Mr. Pitt to augment 
the sum proposed for relieving the 
loyalists, 111; determines to visit 
Italy, 151; hears of the king’s 
insanity, 194; returns to England, 
ib.; his speeches respecting the 
regency, 203. 211. 213. 226.227. 
235 ; his indisposition, 278 ; his 
reply to Scott’s doctrine, 281 ; his 
questions to Pitt, 283 ; sets out for 


Bath, iii. 287 ; his pecuniaiy em¬ 
barrassments, 297; his abhorrence 
of revolutionary doctrines, 345 ; re¬ 
turns to London, 347; speeches of, 
on the congratulatory addresses to 
the king and queen, 365, 366. 

France, king of, see Louis XVL 

-- Queen of, see Maris Antoi¬ 
nette. 

--aspect of the court of, in 1784, 

i. 173 ; successes of, 177. 

Francis, Sir Philip, his duel with Mr. 
Hastings, i. 125; his animosity to¬ 
wards him, ib.; character of, 126; 
his protest against one of the regu¬ 
lations in Pitt's East India Bill, 127; 
“Junius Letters,” attributed to, 129. 
136; remarks respecting him, 137; 
his attempt to amend Pitt’s East 
India Bill, ii. 60 ; his observations 
on Mr. Burke, 61 ; enmity towards 
Mr. Hastings, 94; his conduct stig¬ 
matized by Mr. Pitt, 137; his in¬ 
veteracy towards Mr. Warren Hast¬ 
ings, 259; rejected from the com¬ 
mittee for impeaching him, 281; 
complains of his exclusion, 282; 
requires the delivery of a paper 
from Sir Elijah Impey, iii. 13 ; 
indignation of respecting, ib.; re¬ 
flections made by, 15. 

Franking of letters, abuses of, i. 139; 
regulations respecting, 140. 

Frederick VI. of Denmark, refused 
the hand of an English Princess, i. 
414 ; his marriage, 415 ; forms an 
alliance with France, ib. 

Frederic the Great, King of Prussia, 
his attainments, ii. 166; his par¬ 
tiality to the French nation, 169; 
aversion to the English, ib.; signs 
the Germanic league, ib.; his dis¬ 
solution, ib.; wax figures represent¬ 
ing him, 170 ; account of his in¬ 
human severity, 171; his wish re¬ 
lative to his interment, 172. 

-William, King of Prussia, 

Mr. Ewart’s ascendancy over, i. 
429 ; concludes a treaty with Leo¬ 
pold, 430; his intimacy with Sir 
John Macpherson, ii. 10 ; character 
of him, 172; marches into Holland, 
358; subdues it, 359. 

- Prince, created Duke of 

Vork and Albany, his conversa¬ 
tion with Lord Surrey, i. 34; sent 
to Hanover, 227. ii. 114; his mar* 
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riage, i. 433 ; unites with the Prince 
of Wales's party, iii. 192; his at¬ 
tachment to the Countess of Tyr- 
counel, ib.'j his speech respecting 
the regency, 216; protests against 
Lord Camden's proposition, 302; 
entertainment given by, 358. 

Fullaiton, Colonel, his violent oppo¬ 
sition to Mr. Pitt's Declaratory Hill, 
iii. 29 ; remarks of, concerning Sir 
Elijah lmpey, 76 ; his comparison 
between the reigns of Chas. VI. 
King of France, and George 111. 
of England, 227. 

Fyzoola Khan, Nabob of Rohilcund, 
treaties with, violated by Warren 
Hastings, ii. 260. 

G. 

Galway, Viscount, remarks respecting, 
i. 2. 

George 111. King of England, tena¬ 
cious of the English peerage, i. 66; 
remarks of, 92; remarks respecting, 
130 ; comparison between him and 
Louis XIV. 178 ; his levees, 222. 
224 ; serious accident of, ib. 225 ; 
creates his second son Duke of York 
and Albany, 226; his predilection 
for him, 227 ; approves ofthe attempt 
to restore Queen Caroline Matilda 
to the throne of Denmark, 396; 
hears of her death, 411 ; his dislike 
of the Danish royal family, 414; 
refuses the proposed union between 
Fred. VI. and an English princess, 
415; his remuneration to Sir N. 
Wiaxall, 417; signs the death-war¬ 
rant for Dr. Dodd, ii. 25; his high 
opinion of Mr. Hastings,30; receives 
presents from him, 31; remarkable 
caricature exhibited in consequence, 
ib. ; refuses to increase the income 
of the Prince of Wales, 98; re¬ 
moves his sons from England, 114; 
his opinion of the Duchess of Cum¬ 
berland, 116; receives the packet 
containing the diamond and a letter 
from Nizam Ally Cawn, 143 ; at¬ 
tempt upon his life, 156; particu¬ 
lars of, ib. ; addresses of congratu¬ 
lations to, 157 ; remarks respecting 
his speech at the opening of parlia¬ 
ment, 188 ; lefuses to confer the 
aicbbishoprick of Canterbury upon 
Dr. Pretyman, and resolves to be¬ 


stow it on Dr. Manners Sutton; ii. 
233; approves of an accommodation 
relative to the affairs of the Prince 
of Wales, 305; consents to the aug¬ 
mentation of the Prince's income, 
338 ; his speech at the prorogation 
of parliament, 349; remarks respect¬ 
ing, 366; address to, moved by Mr. 
Pitt, 368 ; indisposition of, iii. 133 ; 
habits of, ib. ; extreme abstinence 
of, 135 ; Letter of Junius respect¬ 
ing, 136 ; his enquiries respecting 
Cheltenham, 138; repairs thither, 
139; mode of living, 140 ; visits 
Gloucester, 141; returns to Wind¬ 
sor, 152; celebrates the Prince 
of Wales's birth-day, 153; creates 
Prince William Henry Duke of 
Clarence, 154; observations re¬ 
specting, 165; change observed in 
bis health, 176; postpones his ac¬ 
customed levees, ib. ; suspicion of 
his mental alienation, ib. ; excite¬ 
ment in consequence, 178; re¬ 
moved to Kew, 191; anecdotes 
of, 198. 359. 364 ; remarks on 
his insanity, 256; his observa¬ 
tion to Lord Walsingham, 266 ; 
report of his physicians, 269; com¬ 
parison between his reign and that 
of Charles VI. of France, 277 ; 
symptoms of his returning reason, 
314. 320. 329; his impatience to 
resume the sceptre, 342 ; conversa¬ 
tion with Pitt, 343; favours con¬ 
ferred by, on Burke, 345; persons 
admitted to, 347; his convales¬ 
cence, 348; declared free from 
complaint, 358; his reception of 
the Prince of Wales and Duke of 
York, 361; placability pf his tem¬ 
per, 363 ; illuminations to cele¬ 
brate his recovery, 369. 

Gerbetrow, Countess, her attachment 
to Lord Whitworth, i. 189; di¬ 
vorced from her husband, 191; 
money paid to, by the Duchess of 
Dorset,-192. 

Germany, Emperors of, see Joseph II. 
Leopold. 

Gibbon, Mr. his intimacy with Lord 
North, i. 109. 

Gordon, Lord George, defence of, L 
85. 

- Duchess of, account of, Ii. 

297; her exertions to induce mi¬ 
nisters to an accommodation re- 
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specting the Prince of Wales, ii. 
305; comparison between and the 
Duchess of Devonshire, iii. 267. 

Gordon, Lord William, appointed de¬ 
puty ranger of St. James’s and Hyde 
Parks, iii. 268. 

Gould, Sir Charles, remarks respect¬ 
ing, iii. 359. 

Gower, Earl, created Marquis of Staf¬ 
ford, i. 232 ; one of the deputation 
to the Prince of Wales from the 
peers, iii. 299; moves the address, 

365. 

■ ■ . Lady Louisa, married to Mr. 

Macdonald, i. 75. 

Graham, Marquis of, afterwards Duke 
of Montrose, honours conferred on, 

i. 58; character of, 59; his services, 
60; his reply to Burke, iii. 323; 
moves the congratulatory address to 
the queen on the king’s recovery, 

366. 

Grantley, Fletcher Norton, first Lord, 
his death, iii. 249 ; account of, ib. 

Greenland Fishery Bill passed, ii. 100. 

Grenville Bill, remarks respecting, i. 

101 . 

Grenville, Mr. William, afterwards 
Lord Grenville, member of the East 
India Board of Control, i. 162; 
his intimacy with Pitt, 277; cha¬ 
racter of, ib. ; receives a personal 
reprehension from Mr. Fox, ii. 133; 
refuses to concur in Mr. Hastings’s 
impeachment, 138 ; retorts on the 
reflections of Mr. Powis, 140; ap¬ 
pointed secretary for the home de¬ 
partment, iii. 147 ; created a peer, 
ib. ; transferred to the foreign office, 
ib. 

—— William Windham, pro¬ 
posed speaker of the house of com¬ 
mons, hi. 251 ; elected, 252. 

Greville, Mr. Robert, his conversation 
with Dr. Willis, iii. 315 ; anecdote 
related by, to Sir John Macpherson, 
363. 

Grey, Mr. afterwards Earl Grey, ac¬ 
count of him, h. 219; professes his 
reluctance to oppose government, 
220 ; resists the French commercial 
treaty, ib. ; his enquiry relative to 
abuses committed in the post-office, 
328 ; espouses the cause of Earl of 
Tankemlle, ib. ; discussion by, 329; 
his animosity towards Mr. Pitt, ib .; 
addressed by Mr. Pitt, 330; re¬ 


marks of, respecting Earl of Tan- 
kerville’s dismission, ii. 333 ; bis 
motion rejected, 337 ; remarks re¬ 
specting, iii. 45; his accusations 
against Pitt, 293. 

Gustavus III. King of Sweden, talents 
of, iii. 160; account of, 161, 162 ; 
joined at Gottenburgh by Hugh 
Elliot, 163 ; remarks of Elliot re¬ 
specting, 170. 

H. 

Hamilton, Mr. John James, after¬ 
wards Earl of Abercorn, proposes 
an address of thanks to the king, 

i. 61; description of, ib. ; his com- 
arison between Pitt and Fox, 62 ; 
is application to Pitt for Miss 

Cecil Hamilton, 63; married to 
her, 64; created a British marquis, 
ib. ; his royal descent, ib. ; remarks 
on the favours conferred on him, 
65 ; moves for a call of the house, 

ii. 146; his surprise at the absence 
of Mr. Fox, ib. ; character of him, 

147 ; his address to Mr. Sheridan, 

148 ; endeavours to delay the ques¬ 
tion of impeachment against Warren 
Hastings, 262; his proposition 
condemned by Mr. Pitt, 266; se¬ 
vere remarks of Mr. Burke respect¬ 
ing, ib. ; his motion withdrawn, 
267. 

- Miss Cecil, application to 

Mr. Pitt respecting, i. 63 ; married 
to the Earl of Abercorn, 64. 

Hanger, Hon. George, afterwards Lord 
Coleraine, sketch of his character, 

iii. 336. 

Hardinge, Mr. solicitor-general to the 
queen, his arguments respecting the 
impeachment of Warren Hastings, 
ii. 106; pointed allusions of, 107; 
severe remarks upon the defence of 
Hastings, 127. 

Hare, Mr. returned forKnaresborough, 
i. 57 ; his talents, ib. 

Hargrave, Mr. examination of, i. 239. 

Hastings, Mr. governor-general of 
Bengal, Burke’s invectives against, 
i. 116. 123, 124; his duel with 
Mr. Francis, 125; his intimacy 
with Mrs. Imhoflf, 169; married to 
her, 170 ; returns to London, 328 ; 
character of, 329; his generosity 
to Laoam, 330, 331; his cheer- 
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ful disposition, i. 331; his poet¬ 
ical compositions, 332; remarks on 
his political acts, 333; his enemies, 
335; their reason for impeaching him, 
336 ; superseded as governor-gene¬ 
ral of Bengal by Lord Macartney, 
ii. 1 ; his directions to his lordship, 
2; charges against him, 26; reluc¬ 
tance of Mr. Burke to proceed as 
accuser against him, 27 ; opinion of 
his public character, ib. ; rules for his 
trial, 28 ; the king's opinion of him, 
30; his valuable presents to the king, 
31; debates relative to his impeach¬ 
ment, 100; petitions to be heard in 
his own defence, ib. ; acceded to, 
104 ; appears before the house, 108; 
remarks upon him, 110; reads his 
exculpation. 111 ; endeavours to 
answer his charges, 112; assisted 
by Mr. Markham, ib. ; recommend¬ 
ation of Mr. Burke respecting him, 
113; hopes entertained by his ad¬ 
herents, ib. ; first charge against 
him brought forward by Mr. Burke, 
123; his advocates, 128; his im¬ 
peachment discussed, 129; com¬ 
pared to Sir Walter Raleigh, ib. ; 
remarks relative to, by Mr. Har- 
dinge, 130; result of the first 
charge, 131; exultation of his 
friends, ib.; their sanguine expec¬ 
tations, 132; his elevation to the 
peerage anticipated, ib. ; second 
article of impeachment brought 
forward against him by Mr. Fox, 

135 ; nature of it, ib. ; general an¬ 
xiety evinced, ib. ; observations 
upon his proceedings by Mr. Pitt, 

136 ; encomiums on, 137 ; unex¬ 
pected declaration of Mr. Pitt con¬ 
cerning him, 138 ; debate closed, 
140; his acquittal of the second 
charge, ib. ; his changed prospects, 
142; receives the diamond from 
Nizam Ally Cawn, 143; witnesses 
its presentation to George 111. ib. ; 
postponement of bis charges agi¬ 
tated, 143; objected to, ib; re¬ 
marks relative to the diamond, 144 ; 
proceedings against him terminate 
during the session, 145; remarks 
of Mr. Sheridan relating to him, 
147; ingratitude exhibited towards 
him, 148; his treatment of the Be¬ 
gums or Princesses of Oude discuss¬ 
ed, 199; postponement of the debate 


moved by Sir William Dolben, ii. 
205; opposed by Mr. Fox, ib. ; sen¬ 
timents of Mr. Pitt concerning his 
charge, 206 ; an adjournment upon, 
requested by Mr. Pitt, ib. ; acquisi¬ 
tions gained under his administra¬ 
tion, 208; declared culpable by a 
majority of, 175, 212 ; remarks re¬ 
lative to his impeachment, 214; 
his prosecution renewed, 238; ac¬ 
cusations against, brought forward 
by Mr. Pelham, ib. ; nature of, ib. ; 
defended by Major Scott, 239; his 
conduct justified by Lord Hood, 
240; his merits discussed by Mr. 
Pitt, 243; motion for his im- 
impeachment carried, 258; inve¬ 
teracy towards him shown by Mr. 
Francis, 259; sixth charge pro¬ 
duced against, by Mr. Windham, 
260; nature of, ib. ; disproved by 
Major Scott, ib. ; observations of 
Mr. Burke respecting, 261; motion 
carried, 262; day fixed for discuss¬ 
ing his impeachment, ib. ; review 
of his conduct by Mr. Sheridan, 
273 ; discussion respecting, 276; 
declaration of Major Scott concern¬ 
ing him, 280; resolutions read, 
281; committee appointed to pre¬ 
pare articles for his impeachment, 
ib. ; debates on the second reading 
of the articles of impeachment, 307; 
his administration reviewed by Hay 
Campbell, 309; his offences enu¬ 
merated by Mr. Pitt, 315; allusions 
of Major Scott in his justification, 
317 ; second reading of the report 
voted, 319 ; his impeachment moved 
by Mr. Burke and carried, 320; ad¬ 
dress from Bengal in his favour read, 
ib. ; his impeachment by Mr. Burke 
at the bar of the house of lords, ib.; 
remarks of the Earl of Mansfield, 
respecting, 321; charge respecting 
misdemeanours committed in Oude 
by, introduced by Mr. Burke, 
327 ; carried, ib. ; charges re-pro¬ 
duced, 347; opinion of Major 
Scott respecting the charges, 348 ; 
adoption of them, ib. ; commence¬ 
ment of his trial in Westminster- 
Hall, iii. 16.; repairs thither, 17; 
counsel of, ib. ; unequalled display 
of talent by Mr. Burke on the occa¬ 
sion, 20; his friendship towards 
Alexander Elliot, B5; erects a 
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monument to, iii. 65; expenses of 
his prosecution discussed, 83; his 
trial discussed in Westminster Hall, 
by Mr. Sheridan, 102 ; necessity of 
employing counsel doubted by Mr. 
Barges, 104; proceedings against 
adjourned, 126. 

Hastings, Mrs. (Mrs.Imhoff) account 
of, i. 169; divorced from Mr. lra- 
hofF, and married to Mr. Hastings, 
170; her influence over him, 171 ; 
returns to England, 172; presented 
at court, ib. ; lines respecting, 173; 
her love of money, 329. 

Hawkesbury, Lord, see Jenkinson . 

Hester, Lady, her marriage, i. 80. 

Hill, Sir Richard, member for Shrop - 
shire, his attachment to Pitt, i. 105; 
ridiculed in “ The Rolliad, ,, 106 ; 
his attack upon Lord North, ib ,; 
his sarcastic observations on Burke, 
iii. 346. 

Holland, Stephen Fox second Lord, 
Pitt's accusations against, i. 159. 

■ invasion of, ii. 359. 

Hood, Lord, returned for the city of 
Westminster, i. 270; his justifica¬ 
tion of Warren Hastings, ii. 240; 
appeals of in favour of W arren Hast¬ 
ings, 308 ; ironical compliment of 
Mr. Courtenay to, 309 ; desires an 
explanation from him, 324 ; an apo¬ 
logy to, urged by Mr. Pitt, ib. ; 
vote for passed, 326 ; Mr. Courte¬ 
nay’s apologies to, ib. ; vindicate* 
Lord Howe’s conduct in the naval 
promotions, iii. 54. 

Howe, Lord, first lord of the admi¬ 
ralty, remarks respecting, i. 154; 
accused of unjust preference in his 
naval promotions, iii. 50; account 
of, 56 ; resignation of, 57. 

Howe, Mrs. privileges enjoyed by, ii. 
353 ; singularity of, ib. 

Hussey, Mr. M.P. for Salisbury, his 
invectives against the erection of 
Somerset House, iii 92 ; doubts the 
claim of the Loyalists for relief, 
111 . 

I. 

ImhofF, Mr. patronized by Queen 
Charlotte, i. 169; embarks for In¬ 
dia, ib. ; accepts a sum of money from 
Warren Hastings on condition of 
agreeing to a divorce, 170. 


ImhofF, Mrs. see Hastings , Mrs• 

Impey, Sir Elijah, chief-justice of 
Bengal, assists in seizing the trea¬ 
sures of the Princesses of Oude, ii. 
203; his impeachment, discussed, 
371; charges against him enu¬ 
merated, 373; referred to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house, 374; 
his prosecution discussed, iii. 9; 
defence of, ib. ; desires a decision, 
11 ; division of the house respect¬ 
ing, 16; charge against respecting 
the execution of Nundcomar intro¬ 
duced, 63 ; debates upon, 64; de¬ 
fended by Sir Richard Sutton, 66; 
observations of Mr. Burke concern¬ 
ing, 69 ; his impeachment discuss¬ 
ed, 72; negatived, 78. 

Ireland, attempt to form a commercial 
union between England and, i. 
307. 

Irish Propositions, introduced by Pitt, 
i. 307 ; debates upon, 309; pe¬ 
titions against, ib. ; recriminations 
respecting, 320; debates on, 355; 
animadversions on in the Irish house 
of commons, 358. 


J. 

Jenkinson, Mr. (afterwards Baron 
Hawkesbury and Earl of Liver¬ 
pool), sanctions Pitt’s East India 
Bill, i. 113 ; his marriage, 192 $ his 
friendship for Pitt, 278 ; his reply 
to Sheridan’s allusions, 304; sup¬ 
ports the Irish Propositions, 308. 
355; receives the promise of & 
peerage, 360; his character de¬ 
scribed, ii. 33; his proposition for 
regulating the Newfoundland fish¬ 
ery, 98; for revising the trade and 
navigation laws, 99; his descrip¬ 
tion of the state of the Greenland 
fishery, 100; observations on his 
measures, ib. ; refuses to receive 
evidence concerning Mr. Hastings, 
105; remarks of Mr. Burke on nis 
conduct, ib. ; defends Mr. Hastings, 
against the charge of the RohUla 
war, 134; obtains the peerage, 
150 ; appointed chancellor of the 
duchy of Lancaster, ib. ; attacked 
by Fox and Sheridan, 151; repels 
their accusations, ib. ; his pointed 
declaration, 152; his motto, ib. 
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remarks upon the close of his life, 
ii. 154 ; his acquisition of property, 
ib .; description of him, ib.; de¬ 
fends the commercial treaty, 245 ; 
appointed to head the new board 
of trade revived by Mr. Pitt, 332 ; 
severe animadversions of Mr, Fox 
respecting him, 336. 

Jordan, Mrs. notice of her appearance 
on the London stage, i. 438. 

Joseph II. Emperor of Germany, his 
alliance with Catherine II. i. 429 ; 
notice of his death, ib .; his antici¬ 
pated conquest, ii. 361 ; selects 
Count Belgiojoso to execute his de¬ 
crees, 362; appoints him first mi¬ 
nister of the Low Countries, ib .; 
intelligence received by, 363; 
plunges into war with the Turks, 
364 ; remarks respecting him, 365 ; 
persists in hostilities against the 
Turks, iii. 159; retires to Vienna, 
160. 


Johnson, Dr. Samuel, his remarks re¬ 
specting Maria Theresa of Austria, 
i. 182; his death, 232; his 
writings, 233 ; funeral, 234. 

Johnstone, Sir James, remarks of, i. 
81 ; supports the charge against 
Sir Elijah Impey, iii. 77. 

“ Juniuses Letters,” inquiry respect¬ 
ing the author of, i. 128 ; character 
of, 130; talents of Junius, ii. 186; 
his derision of Lord Granby, ib. 


K. 

Kenyon, Mr. (afterwards Lord) ap¬ 
pointed to defend Mr. Corbett, i. 
75; mastership of the rolls confer¬ 
red on, 76 ; opposes Mr. Burke’s 
demand to examine Mr. Middle- 
ton, ii. 120; remarks of, 121; 
created a peer, iii 15 ; remarks re¬ 
lative to, 18; appointed chief- 
justice of the king’s bench, 102; 
proposed as a member for Queen 
Charlotte’s council, 326. 

Keppel, Adm. allusion to his trial, 
i. 84. 

L. 

Lacam, Mr. plans the formation of a 
harbour at Saugur, i. 330; his in¬ 
gratitude to Mr. Hastings, 331. 

Lansdowne, Marquis of, see Shelburne, 


Lake, Colonel Gerard, remarks re¬ 
specting, iii. 331. 

Leeds, Francis Godolphin Osborne, 
fifth Duke of, bis noble conduct, i. 
433. 

- Dowager Duchess of, ac¬ 
count of, i. 340. 

Leicester, George Townshend, twen¬ 
tieth Earl of, character of, i. 23. 

** Le Marriage de Figaro,” a play, 
by Beaumarchais, i. 209. 

Leopold, Grand Duke of Tuscany, 
succeeeds his brother as Emperor 
of Germany and King of Hungary, 
concludes a treaty with the King of 
Prussia, i. 430; his opinion of 
Catherine II. 431; concludes peace 
with the Turks, ; his intimacy 
with Sir John Macpherson, ii. 10. 
Lichtenstein, Baron, his interview 
with Sir N. Wraxall, i. 394 ; sets 
out for Hanover, 409; his direc¬ 
tions to Sir N. Wraxall, ib.; his 
letters to him respecting the Qiueen 
of Denmark, iii. 401. 

Lincoln, Bishop of, see Pretyman. 
Linley/Miss, her marriage with She¬ 
ridan, i. 42. 

Liverpool, Charles Banks Jenkinson 
second Earl of, tenders his resigna¬ 
tion, i. 94. 

Lomenie, Cardinal de, (ex-minister of 
Louis XVI.) his efulogiums on Sir 
John Macpherson, ii. 10. 

London, dissipation in, in 1766, ii. 
114; excitement in, owing to the 
king’s insanity, iii. 178. 

Long, Dudley, anecdote of, i. 239. 
Longueville, Duchesse de, see Anns 
Genevieve de Bourbon. 

Lonsdale, Earl of, see Lowther. 
Loughborough, Alexander Wedder- 
. bum, first Lord, his abilities, i, 
154 ; his influence over the Prince 
of Wales, iii. 185; his speech re¬ 
specting the regency, 208. 

Louis XVI. King of Fiance, his po¬ 
pularity, i. 175; his judicious 
changes, 176; brilliant victories 
during his reign, 177; compari¬ 
sons respecting, him, 178; de¬ 
throned, 179; defects of his mo¬ 
narchical character, ib. ; observa¬ 
tion on his execution, 181; his 
aversion to Cardinal Rohan, 364; 

' orders his arrest, 371; his disap- 
pointmeotj ii. 176 s his ill-humour 
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towards Marie Antoinette, ii. 177 ; 
visits Cherbourg. 178; remarks 
respecting. 223. 356, 358, 359 ; 
proposition of M. Calonne to, 224; 
his reception of the ambassadors of 
Tippo Sultan, iii. 157. 

Louis XVIII. King of France (Count 
Provence), character of, i. 201. 

Loveden, Mr. member for Abingdon, 
moves for a re-examination of the 
physicians of George III. iii* 257. 

Lowther, Sir James, raised to the 
peerage as Earl of Lonsdale, i. 24 ; 
his violent conduct, 25 ; character 
of, 26 ; reproved by Mr. Fox, 27 ; 
his death, ib. 

-- Mr. M. P. for Cumberland, 

adopted by Lord Lonsdale, i. 317. 

- Rev. Sir William, raised to 

the baronetage, i. 316. 

Loyalists, account of, iii. 108 ; plan 
proposed by Mr. Pitt for compen¬ 
sating, 109 ; losses of, ib .; remark 
of Mr. Burke respecting, 110. 

Luttrell, James, his encomiums on 
the Duke of Richmond’s plans, i. 
282. 

-Colonel (afterwards Earl of 

Carhampton), opposes Wilkes at 
Brentford, ii. 117 ; his personal ap¬ 
pearance, ib, ; his dangerous illness, 
ib.; anecdote relating to, 118. 

— — Lady Elisabeth, account of, 
ii. 117. 

Luzerne, Chevalier de la, succeeds 
Count d’Adhemar as French am¬ 
bassador, ii. 119 ; created a mar¬ 
quis, 229; remarks respecting, ib.; 
singularity of, 230 ; gives an enter¬ 
tainment, t6.; account of, 231. 

-Viscountess de la, her change 

of fortune, ii. 231 ; engaging man¬ 
ners of, ib.; death of, ib. 


M. 

Macartney, Lord, bis opinion of Mr. 
Boyd, l. 134; appointed governor 
of Madras, 265; his quarrel with 
Mr. Benfield, ib .; notice of his re¬ 
signation, 266 ; his arrival in Eng¬ 
land from Calcutta, ii. 1; appoint¬ 
ed governor-general of Bengal, ib.; 
refuses to restore the Carnatic to 
Mahommed Ali, 2; quits Ma¬ 
dras, 3 ; repairs to Calcutta, ib.; 


arrives in London, ii. 4 ; presents an 
account of his acquisitions at Ma¬ 
dras to the East India Company, 4. 

Macbride, Captain, M. P. for Ply¬ 
mouth, contradicts Mr. Luttrell’s 
statement, i. 282. 

Macdonald, Mr. solicitor-general, abi¬ 
lities of, i. 74 ; family of, 75; mar¬ 
ried to Lady Louisa Gower, ib .; 
remarks respecting, 341; appointed 
attorney-general, tii. 101. 

---- Sir James, his death, 

i. 75. 

Macpherson, Sir John, his conversa¬ 
tion with the Marechal de Castries, 

i. 132; his mission to England, 
254 ; account of him, ii. 5 ; his 
personal appearance, 6; his pro¬ 
ductions, 7; member of the su¬ 
preme council of Bengal, 8; sent 
to restore peace in India, ib.; re¬ 
turns from Bengal, 9; his intimacy 
with the Prince of Wales, ib.; his 
visit to Italy, 10 ; his acquaintance 
with Leopold, Grand Duke of Tus¬ 
cany and Frederic William II. 
King of Prussia, ib.; his opinion of 
the designs of the Count de Ver- 

ennes, 228 ; anecdote related by, 

21 . 

- Mr. James, appointed 

minister to Mahommed Ali, i. 254. 

Mahommed Ali, (Nabob of Arcot, 
and sovereign of the Carnatic,) en¬ 
quiry into the private debts of, i. 

253 ; sends a Minister to England, 

254 ; his debts, 255. 262 ; assigns 
the administration of his revenues 
to the Madras Government, ii. 2 ; 
directions for replacing him in his 
rights of sovereignty, 3. 

Mahon, Lord, (afterwards Earl Stan¬ 
hope of Elvaston,) character of, i. 
78 ; anecdote of, 79 ; takes an ac¬ 
tive part against Mr. Fox, 80 ; his 
alliance to Mr. Pitt's family, ib. 

Mansfield, William Murray, first Earl 
of, remark respecting, i. 86; op¬ 
poses granting pardon to Dr. Dodd,. 

ii. 25; resignation of, 321 ; his con¬ 
versation concerning the impeach¬ 
ment of Warren Hastings, ib.; re¬ 
tires from public life, iii. 100. 

March, Earl of, see Queemberry. 

Markham, Mr. assists Mr. Hastings 
in answering the charges brought 
against him, ii. 112.. 
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Marie Antoinette, Queen of France, 
her misfortunes, i. 183; her cha¬ 
racter, ib.; her imprudent conduct, 
185; accusations against, ib . 187; 
letters of, to the DukeofDorset, 194 ; 
hatred of the populace towards, 195 ; 
anecdote of, 196; comparison be¬ 
tween her and Ann of Austria, 199, 
200; her imprisonment in the 
Temple, 219; her unpopularity, 
362; her aversion to Cardinal Ro¬ 
han, 364; informed of the affair of 
the diamond necklace, 370; com¬ 
municated it to the king, 371 ; 
prejudices against, ii. 175; death 
of her infant daughter, 176; her 
attachment to the Duchess de Polig- 
nac,177. 

Marsh am, Mr. M.P. for the county 
of Kent, his attempt to extend the 
disqualifying enactments of Mr* 
Crewe’s Bill, ii. 83 ; his account 
of the number of the royal house¬ 
hold, iii. 322. 

Matthews, Mr. his duels with Sheri¬ 
dan, i. 42. 

Mesmer, M. claims the merit of dis¬ 
covering “Animal Magnetism,”i. 
209. 

Middleton, Sir Charles, M.P. for Ro¬ 
chester, his opposition to Mr. 
Marsham’s motion, ii. 87; obser¬ 
vations on his character, ib. 

- Mr. his correspondence 

with the governor-general de¬ 

manded by Mr. Burke, ii. 120. 

Miller, Sir John, moves for a commit¬ 
tee of enquiry into the sums ex¬ 
pended in constructing Somerset 
House, iii. 94; division upon ib. 

— - • Lady, society established by 
iii. 95; account of, ib. 

Minikin, Humphrey, moves the ad¬ 
journment of the consideration of 
the Irish Propositions, i. 318. 

Misdemeanours committed in Oude, 
charge against Warren Hastings 
respecting, ii. 327; carried ib. 

Montagu, Mr. Matthew, seconds the 
address to the throne, ii. 188; his 
paternal name, ib.; bis adoption, 
ib. ; eulogizes the commercial treaty, 
ib.; compliments Mr. Pitt on his 
public services, ib. 

Monteson, Marchioness, married to 
the Duke of Orleans, i. 204. 

Montrose, Duke of, see Graham* 


Motte Valois, Madame de la, her par¬ 
ticipation in the affair of the diamond 
necklace, i. 365; conveyed to the 
Bastile, 371 ; her punishment for 
counterfeiting the signature of Marie 
Antoinette, ii. 173. 

Mulgrave, Constantine Phipps, first 
Lord, remarks respecting, i. 76; 
advocates Mr. Corbett’s cause, 77; 
reproved by Mr. Fox, ib; member 
of the board of control, 162; remarks 
respecting, 240; ii. 54. 

Murpny, Arthur, examination of, i.240. 

N. 

National Debt, Mr. Pitt’s Bill for 
liquidating, ii. 75. 

Newfoundland fishery, Mr. Jenkin- 
son's bill for regulating, ii. 98; 
passed, 99. 

Newnham, Alderman, M.P. for the 
city of London, his remarks on the 
income of the Prince of Wales, ii. 
96; selected to represent the in¬ 
adequacy of the Pnnce of Wales’s 
income, 285 ; addresses the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer, 286; gives 
notice of a motion concerning the 
prince, ib. ; his intention of moving 
an address to the throne, 288 ; im¬ 
plored by Mr. Powis not to prose¬ 
cute his intention relative to the 
Prince of Wales, 291 ; announces 
his late intended motion no longer 
necessary, 306. 

Nicholson, Margaret, her impotent 
attempt upon the life of George III. 

Nizam Ally Cawn, Soubah of the 
Deckan, transmits to Calcutta a 
diamond for Warren Hastings to 
present to George III. ii. 142. 

Norfolk, Charles Howard, sixteenth 
Duke of, his comments upon Lord 
Hawkesbury’s declaration, ii. 245; 
his speech on the king’s recovery, 
iii. 355 ; see Surrey, Earl of. 

North, Hon. CoL (afterward* fifth 
Earl of Guildford) his friendship for 
Mr. Fox, i. 14; reconcitaf to 
George Byng, 16; wit of his con¬ 
versation, ib. 142; his reply to Sir 
Richard Hill’s attack upon him, 
107; firmness of, ib. ; remarks 
respecting him, 109; his speech 
On the proposed bil\ to amend the 
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representation of the commons, i. 
293; allusions made to by Mr. 
Hardinge, ii. 107; remarks re¬ 
specting, 129; justifies his con¬ 
duct concerning Mr. Hastings, 130 ; 
resists the repeal of the Corporation 
and Test Acts, 269; impression 
made upon his hearers, ib. ; indisposi¬ 
tion of, 271; complimented by Mr. 
Pitt, ib. ; infirmities of, iii. 45 ; his 
speech respecting the regency, 229 ; 
his encomiums on Dr. Warren, 
261; his attacks upon Pitt, 275, 
305; his attachment to George III. 
316 ; proposes the Duke of York as 
a member for the Queen’s council, 
327. 

North, Dudley, his reply to the Earl 
of Surrey, i. 31. 

Northumberland, Sir Hugh Smithson 
Percy, third Duke, co-operates 
with Mr. Pitt in politics, l. 18; 
obtains a barony for his son, 23. 

-Countess of, her de¬ 
clining health, i. 19. 

Nugent, Lord, requested to procure 
Dr. Dodd’s pardon, ii. 25. 

Nundcomar, charge brought against 
Sir Elijah Impey for the execution 
of, iii. 63. 

O. 

Oldenburgh, house of, uninterrupted 
succession of, in Denmark, i. 207. 

Oliva, Mademoiselle d*, personates 
Marie Antoinette in the affair of the 
diamond necklace, i. 367 ; con¬ 
veyed to the Bastile, 371 ; her im¬ 
prisonment, ii. 174; her death, ib. 

Onslow, George Onslow, first Earl, let¬ 
ter supposed to be written by, iii. 
333 ; character of, 334. 

Orde, Mr. opens the debate upon the 
Irish Propositions, i. 308. 

Orleans, Duke of, particulars respect¬ 
ing, i. 203; patrimonial posses¬ 
sions of, 205. 

Oude, Princesses of, their treatment 
by Mr. Warren Hastings brought 
forward, ii. 199. 

P. 

Paris, objects of curiosity in, i. 210 ; 
observations respecting the parlia¬ 
ment of, 357. 


Payne, Sir Ralph, afterwards Lord 
Lavington, meeting of the opposi- 
sition leaders at his house, i. 89. 

■ Lady, (Lady Lavington) ac¬ 

count of, i. 89; anecdote of, 90. 

Pelham, Mr. opens the charge against 
Warren Hastings, ii. 238; observa¬ 
tions respecting, ib. ; his detestation 
of the traffic in slaves, iii. 87; his in¬ 
tention of regulating, ib. 

-Miss, account of, ii. 162. 

Pemberton, chief justice, remarks re¬ 
specting, i. 83. 

Penrhyn, Lord, observations respect¬ 
ing, iii. 88 ; remarks of, relating to 
the slave trade, 89; denies the 
cruelty used towards slaves, 96. 

Percy, Earl, his marriage, i. 18 ; di¬ 
vorced, 19 ; second marriage, ib. 

- — ■ Lord Algernon, first Earl of 
Beverley, his marriage, i. 19 ; 
created Earl of Beverley, 23. 

Pepys, Sir Lucas, his talents, iii. 190 ; 
ms opinion of George the Third’s 
convalescence, 329. 

Phillipps, Richard, afterwards Lord 
Milford, his application to the king, 
i. 67; created an Irish peer, 68. 

Pigot, Lord, notice of his imprison¬ 
ment and death, i. 263. 

Pitt, Right Hon. William, (first lord 
of the Treasury) candidate for re¬ 
presenting the University of Cam¬ 
bridge, i. 4 ; secures the co-opera¬ 
tion of the Duke of Northumber¬ 
land, 18 ; his reply to Lord Surrey, 
30; comparison between him and 
Sheridan, 38 ; reproached for his 
conduct to him, 44 ; Mr. Hamilton’s 
praise of, 62 ; obtains the rank of 
an earl’s daughter for Miss Cecil 
Hamilton, 63 ; raises Mr. Hamilton 
to the peerage, 64; comments on 
his favours to him, 65; honours 
conferred by, on Lord Carrington, 
68; his reply to Fox’s charges 
against him, 70; his measures to 
exclude Fox from his seat for West¬ 
minster, 74; commits the defence of 
the high bailiff of Westminster to Mr. 
Kenyon, 75; his conduct in the de¬ 
bate respecting Mr. Erskine, 82; Mr. 
Fox’s allusions to, 97; his reply, 
101; his motion respecting the high 
bailiff of Westminster, 102; brings 
forward his measures of finance, 
111; remarks respecting in "The 
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Rolliad,”i. 112; introduces hit East- 
In dia Bill. ib.; nil ises to deliver up 
papers respecting Mr. Hastings. 
123 ; proposes a tax for the privi¬ 
lege of franking letters, 138; for 
race-horses, 140; observation of. 
142 1 accusations against him, 156; 
reputation of. 157 ; his Bill for 
eoabling the East India Company 
to make a dividend of 8 per cent 
and for remitting the sum of 
100,0001. to the public, 158; his 
reply to Fox’s accusations against, 
159; remarks on his elevation, 
160 ; his character, 166 ; coolness 
between him and the Earl of Shel¬ 
burne, 230 ; remarks on his speech, 
237 ; his reply to Sheridan, 243 ; his 
limited parliamentary supremacy, 
248 ; his conduct in the enquiry into 
the debts of Mahommed Ali, 255; 
Burke’s accusations against, 259; 
remarks on his youth, 274 ; compari¬ 
sons respecting, 275 ; bis private 
friends, 276; his defence of the 
Duke of Richmond, 285 ; states the 
produce of the existing taxes, 289 ; 
proposes a sinking-fund, 290; his 
attempt to reform the representa¬ 
tion of the house of commons, 
291; moves for a repeal of the tax 
upon cotton, 300; asperities be¬ 
tween him and Fox, 302 ; proposes 
a tax on maid-servants, 303 ; intro¬ 
duces the Irish Propositions, 307 ; 
remarks on his speech, 310; obser¬ 
vation respecting Mr. Powis, 315 ; 
his explanation of Dundas’s speech, 
321; description of him in one of 
the “Probationary Odes,” 322; 
proposes a bill to regulate the trade 
m tobacco, 328; Lord Lansdowne’s 
speech respecting, 347 ; moves an 
address to the crown, 356; remarks 
respecting him, 359. 435; attempts 
to limit Catherine 11. ’s conquests, 
432; bis treaty with Mr. Eden; 
436; his visits to him, 439; his 
first intimacy with Mr. Addington, 
ii. 12; his justification of the mea¬ 
sure of sending Mr. Eden to France, 
19; his obligation to Hastings’s 
friends, 34; his remarks upon the 
character of Mr. Hastings, 39; 
proposes to fortify the dock-yard, 
40; gives the Duke of Richmond 


a seat in the cabinet, ii. 41; de¬ 
bates relative to the proposed forti¬ 
fications, 42; refuses Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan a report of, 43 ; his discussion 
upon the system of fortifications, 
44; his indignation at the aspersion 
of Mr. Walwyn, 45; division of the 
house on his original measure, 49; 
his proposition negatived, 50; 
moves the order of the day, ib. ; ac¬ 
cepts a compromise, ib. ; refuses 
to reveal transactions concerning 
Mr. Hastings, 56; writes to Lord 
Cornwallis, proposing his appoint¬ 
ment as governor-general of Bengal, 
62 ; his remarks upon Mr. Burke s 
violent address, 67 ; particulars of 
him, 69 ; his act for the extinction 
of the national debt, 76; demon¬ 
strates the rapid and salutary opera¬ 
tion of the sinking-fund, 76; enco¬ 
miums due to him, 79 ; refuses any 
further innovation to Mr. Crewe's 
bill, 83 ; assents to Mr. Hastings 
being heard in his defence, 101 ; 
his disapprobation of Mr. Burke’s 
attempt to produce the correspond¬ 
ence between Mr. Middleton and 
Warren Hastings, 122 ; votes for the 
acquittal of Mr. Hastings, 133 ; his 
great influence, 134; his repugnance 
to enter into proceedings relative to 
the second charge against Warren 
Hastings, 136; justifies the conduct 
of Hastings towards Cheyt Sing, 
ib.; his high encomiums upon the 
character of Hastings, 137; his 
comments upon Fox and Burke, 
ib. ; his bitter animadversions on 
Mr. Francis, ib.; his singular and 
unexpected declaration, respecting 
Cheyt Sing's fine, 138; speech ap¬ 
plauded by Mr. Powia, 139; his 
opinion o the fine imposed on 
Cheyt Sing, 140; remarks respect¬ 
ing him, 141; places Lord Hawkes- 
bury at the head of the new board 
of trade, 150; exposes the incon¬ 
sistency of Mr. Fox, 191; defends 
the commercial treaty system, and 
delineates its advantages, ib.; his 
sarcastic remark on the arguments 
of Mr. Fox, ib. v his popular power, 
192; his impatience to enter into 
an examination of the commercial 
treaty with France, 193; bio opt- 
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nion of Mr. Sheridan's speech rela¬ 
tive to the Princesses of Chide, ii. 
206; desirous of an adjournment, ib.; 
acquits Hastings of all culpability, 
211; recommends the proposition 
concerning the commercial treaty, 
216 ; introduces a bill for the con¬ 
solidation of duties, 221; eloquent 
speech respecting, ib.; appoints Dr. 
Pretyman to the bishopric of Lin¬ 
coln, 231; his exertions to raise 
Pretyman to the archbishopric of 
Canterbury, 232 ; reply of Geo. III. 
to, 233 ; his speech relative to Mr. 
Pelham’s accusations against the 
Governor General, 242 ; proposes 
a day for discussing his impeach¬ 
ment, 262 ; condemns Mr. Hamil¬ 
ton’s proposed delay, 266; com¬ 
pliments Lord North, upon his 
able discussion, 271; his opinion 
of the course to be pursued against 
Warren Hastings, 277; remarks 
of, respecting the Prince of Wales, 
288; his attachment to Mr. Dun- 
das, 300; habits of, 301 ; anec¬ 
dote of, ib. ; admitted to an au¬ 
dience at Carlton House, 306; con¬ 
cludes the articles of accommo¬ 
dation with the Prince of Wales, 
ib.; remarks of, relating to Aider- 
man Newnham, ib. ; justifies the 
conduct of George III. 307 ; pro¬ 
poses a public apology to Lord 
Hood by Mr. Courtenay, 324; al¬ 
tercation with Mr. Fox respecting, 
325; his motion carried, 326; ad¬ 
dresses Mr. Grey, 330; denies Mr. 
Fox’s charge against him, 331 ; 
renews the board of trade, 332 ; 
induces parliament to appoint com¬ 
missioners to investigate the abuses 
in the post office, 334 ; observa¬ 
tions respecting him, 359; moves 
an address to the throne, 368 ; car¬ 
ried, 369; his popularity, ib. ; 
temperate habits o t, iii. 5; his 
contempt of money, ib,; advance¬ 
ment of government securities under 
his administration, 6; feelings of 
George III. towards, 7; remarks 
on his conduct respecting Warren 
Hastings, 8 ; assents to the proposi¬ 
tion of Sir Elijah Impey, 12; un¬ 
dertakes to restrain the authority of 
the East India Company, 27; 
moves for peimission to introduce 

VOL. III. 


his Declaratory bill, iii. 28 ; debates 
upon, ib.; opposition to, ib.; peti¬ 
tion against, by East India Com¬ 
pany, 32; apparent security of his 
bill, 44 ; opposes an address to the 
throne respecting Capts. Balfour 
and Thomson, 51; appoints his bro¬ 
ther to succeed Lord Howe, 59; 
debates respecting the finances, ib.; 
his observations on the French re¬ 
venue, 60; his resolutions adopted, 
63 ; reluctant to postpone the pro¬ 
ceedings against Sir Elijah Impey, 
69; enumeration of his followers, 
79; introduces the plan of Mr. 
Wilberforce for suppressing the 
negro trade, 85; his resolution for 
postponing the consideration of, 
adopted, 89; defends Sir William 
Chambers, respecting the erection 
of Somerset-house, 94 ; opinion of, 
respecting .the regulation of the slave 
trade, 96, 97 ; promotions by, 100; 
proposes a plan for compensating 
the loyalists, 109; supports the slave 
regulation bill, 112 ; opinion of the 
proposed amendments to, 121; his 
indexible determination to carry the 
measure, 126; popular power of, 
145, 186; moves for an adjourn¬ 
ment, in consequence of the king’s 
insanity, 182 ; nis critical situation, 
185; quarrel with Lord Thurlow, 
187 ; presents the report of the 
royal physicians, 194. 202 ; moves 
the appointment of & committee on 
it, ib. ; speeches respecting the re¬ 
gency, 204. 212 ; Burke’s imputa- 
tations against, 206; remarks re¬ 
specting, 217 ; anecdote of, 220; 
his indignation at Lord Thurlow's 
conduct, 222 ; his character, 224 ; 
his resolutions respecting the re¬ 
gency, 229; character of his letter 
to the Prince of Wales, 252; op¬ 
poses Loveden’s motion, 259 ; his 
reply to Burke, 261 ; moves for a 
committee to re-examine the physi¬ 
cians, 263 ; presents their report, 
269; discloses his conditions for 
offering the regency to the Prince 
of Wales, 271; his proposed restric¬ 
tions, 272; proposition relative to 
the <|ueen, 279; his reply to Fox's 
inquiries, 283 ; to Sheridan’s, 285 ; 
proposes to lay the resolutions of 
the Houses before the Prince, 

2 F 
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iii 291, 292 ; hit reply to his oppo¬ 
nents, 294; mores an address to 
the Queen, 295 ; his critical situa¬ 
tion, 296; meditates resuming bis 
profession, 297; denies the reports 
respecting him, 298; one of the 
deputation to the Prince from the 
Commons, 299 ; his reply to Lord 
North’s attack, 305; caricature 
respecting, 310; his intention of 
proposing a new establishment for 
the Prince, 322 ; proposes the per- 
sons to form a council for the Queen, 
326; disapproves of the Duke of 
York’s nomination, 327 ; his propo¬ 
sition, 337; interview witn the 
king, 343 ; speech on the proposed 
address to the Queen, 367 ; Sir N. 
Wraxhall’s services to, 372. 

Polignac, Duchess de, her return to 
France, ii. 177; her ascendancy 
over Marie Antoinette, ib. 

Pope, Mr. his remarks respecting Sir 
Robert Walpole, i. 109. 

Portland, William Henry Cavendish 
Bentick, third Duke of, leader of the 
Whigs, i. 10. 

Portmore, Earl of, his death, i, 339; 
account of, ib. 340. 

Powis, Mr. his speech on the bill to 
amend the representation of the 
house of commons, i. 292 ; demands 
time to examine the Irish Proposi¬ 
tions, 314, 315 ; his debate on the 
deficiency in the civil list, ii. 95; 
his remarks respecting Lord North’s 
conduct, 130; animadversions on 
Mr. Pitt’s speech, 139; implores 
Alderman Newnham not to prose¬ 
cute his intention concerning the 
Prince of Wales, 290; his speech 
on the regency question, iii. 274. 

Powney, Mr. M. P. for Windsor, 
royal favour towards, iii. 142 ; per¬ 
sonal appearance of, ib. ; appointed 
ranger of Windsor little park, 143 ; 
anecdote respecting, 144. 

Pretyman, Dr. private secretary to 
Mr. Pitt, appointed Bishop of Lin¬ 
coln, ii. 231; exertions made to 
obtain for him the Archbishopric 
of Canterbury, 232; refused it by 
George III. ib. 

Price, Major, accompanies the king 
to the hospital at Richmond, iii. 
363. 

“ Probationary Odes,” character of 


the, i. 297 ; description of Pitt and 
Jenkinson, in, 322. 

Prussia, King of, see Frederic the 
Great ; Frederic William II. 

Pulteoey, Mr. his speech on the re¬ 
gency question, ui. 280; his mo¬ 
tion respecting, 346. 

Q. 

Queensberry, William Douglas fourth 
and last Duke of, created Baron 
Douglas, ii. 160; account of him, 
ib. ; his attachment to Miss Pel¬ 
ham, 162 ; fabulous stories respect¬ 
ing, 163 ; his classic exhibitions, 
ib. ; passion for music, 164; his 
death, 165; distribution of his for¬ 
tune, ib. ; his desertion from Pitt’s 
administration, iii. 246. 

R. 

Rawdon, Lord (afterwards first Mar¬ 
quis of Hastings), introduces the 
injustice of Lonl Howe's naval 
promotion to the notice of the peers, 
xii. 50; moves an address to the 
throne respecting, ib. ; his speech 
on the regency question, 349. 

Regency Medal, description of, iii. 
310. 

Regency Bill, debates on, in the com¬ 
mons, iii. 201, 271; passes that 
house, 337; debates on, in the 
lords, 349; progress of arrested, 
351. 

Richmond, Charles Lennox eighth 
Duke of, his attachment to Pitt, 

i. 279 ; remarks on his parsimony, 
281 ; his passion for fortifications, 
282; extract from “ The Rolliad ” 
respecting him, 284; Pitt's de¬ 
fence of, 285; obtains a seat in 
the cabinet, ii. 41; his proposition 
respecting the fortification of the 
dock-yards, ib. ; reception of, 42; 
defends the Slave Regulation Bill, 
iii. 119 ; his deference to Mr* Pitt's 
wishes, 147. 

Rigby, prediction of respecting Mr. 
Hastings, ii. 57. 

Rodney, Admiral Lord, his victory 
over De Grasse, i. 5; raised to the 
peerage, 6; Burke’s persecution of, 
337; particulars relating to him, 

ii. 149. 
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Rohan, Cardinal Prince Louis de, 
account of, i. 363; his interview 
with Madame de la Motte, 366, 
367 ; his participation in the affair 
of the diamond necklace, 368; 
conveyed to the Bastile, 371 ; ac¬ 
quitted of the charge, ii. 174; de¬ 
parts from Paris, ib. 

Rohilla War, charge against Mr. 
Hastings respecting, ii. 123. 

Rolle, John second Lord, character 
of, i. 298; a steady supporter of 
Pitt’s administration, 299 ; ob¬ 
noxious to the opposition, ib .; 
his charges against Sheridan, 
300 ; his disapprobation of the in¬ 
tended motion concerning the 
Prince of Wales, ii. 288 ; equivocal 
answer of, when pressed to express 
himself satisfied with Fox’s expia¬ 
tion, 295. 

Rose, Mr. secretary of the treasury, 
anecdote respecting, i. 144; ac¬ 
count of him, 146, 148 ; his per¬ 
sonal appearance, 149. 

“ Rolliaa, the, a poem, description 
of Lord Mahon in, i. 79 ; accusa¬ 
tions against Pitt in, 157 ; descrip¬ 
tion of Mr. Dundas in, 164 ; cha¬ 
racter of, 297 ; supposed authors 
of, 298 ; extract from, ii. 42. 

Russia, Empress of, see Catherine II. 

Rutland, Charles Manners fourth 
Duke of, lord-lieutenant of Ireland, 
obligations of Mr. Pitt to, 349 ; 
remarks respecting, 350; account 
of his death, 351. 

-- Duchess of, visits England, 

ii. 351 ; receives intelligence of her 
husband's illness, ib. ; prepares to 
join him, ib. ; personal appearance 
of, 354; her levity of manners, 
355. 

S. 

Sackville, George Sackville, first Vis¬ 
count, laments the introduction of 
the Irish Propositions, i. 349; his 
speech respecting, ib. ; reason for 
opposing them, 353 ; his approach¬ 
ing dissolution, 354; character of 
his correspondence, 419, 421 ; his 
opinion of “ The Rolliad,” 422 ; 
his partiality for men of talents, 
423; his condemnation of the 
Irish Propositions, 424; his libe¬ 
ral economy, 425; his account of 


the council held respecting Dr. 
Dodd, ii. 25. 

St Helens, Alleyn Fitz-Herbert, Lord, 
his intimacy with Queen Charlotte, 

11. 353. 

Salisbury, Countess of, character of, i. 

12 . 

Sawbridge, Mr. speech of, i. 104 ; his 
personal appearance, 105; refuses 
to withdraw his motion respecting 
reform in parliament, 109; his 
election for London, 118. 

Schimmelman, Baron, plans the re¬ 
storation of the Queen of Denmark, 
i. 379. 

Scotland, act for restoring forfeited 
estates in, i. 150 ; passed, 153. 

Scott, Major, sent to England by the 
governor-general of India, i. 121; 
his traits, ib. ; fluency of his 
speeches, 122 ; his call upon Mr. 
Fox, 123; an advocate for Mr. 
Hastings, 124 ; his “ Probationary 
Ode,” 172 ; his accusations against 
Burke, 251 ; Mr. Hastings’s pre¬ 
sent to, 329; reminds Mr. Burke 
of his engagement respecting Has¬ 
tings, ii. 26; refutes the assertions 
made against that gentleman, 57; 
presents a petition on the part of 
Mr. Hastings, 100; objects to the 
postponement of the charges against 
him, 143; his alarm at the intel¬ 
ligence from Calcutta, ib. ; his nar¬ 
ration of the affair of the diamond 
received by George III. 144 ; repre¬ 
sents the injustice of procrastinating 
the prosecution against the late go¬ 
vernor-general, 146; discusses the 
acquisitions gained in the East un¬ 
der his administration, 208; ad¬ 
dresses the members of the oppo¬ 
sition, 209; answers the accusa¬ 
tion of seizing the treasures of the 
Begums, ib. ; depictures the criti¬ 
cal situation of our empire in the 
East, ib. ; remarks upon his argu¬ 
ments, 210; disproves the charge 
against Warren Hastings, 260; 
remarks of, respecting Fyzoola 
Khan, 261; respecting Mr. Has¬ 
tings, 317 ; addresses the Speaker 
on behalf of Hastings, 318; ar¬ 
guments of, relative to the new 
charge against him, 327; exposes 
the multiplied charges of Burke, 834. 

Scott, John, afterwards Lord Chan¬ 
cellor Eldon, appointed solicitor- 


1 
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general, iii. 102; his proposition 
relative to the personal and political 
character of the king, 281. 

Seckendorf, Baron, sent to Sir N. 
Wraxall by Queen Caroline Ma¬ 
tilda, i. 385, 390; letters of, re¬ 
specting the queen's escape from 
Zell, iii. 375—396; names in cy¬ 
pher between him and Sir N. W. 
Wraxall, 399. 

Selwyn, G. his antipathy to Sheridan, 
i. 47 ; imposition practised upon, 48. 

Shelburne, W illiam Petty, second Earl 
of, created Marquis ofLansdown, 
i. 230; coolness between him and 
Mr. Pitt, ib. ; remarks on his ele¬ 
vation, 231; his speech in favour 
of the Irish Propositions, 346; his 
hostility to Pitt, 348; reviews the 
commercial treaty with France, ii. 
250; remarks respecting, iii. 237; his 
speech on the regency question, 241. 

Sheridan, Mr. remarks of, i. 3; re¬ 
turned for Stafford, 36 ; his talents, 
37; remarks respecting, 38 ; his 
dramatic celebrity, 39; compari¬ 
sons respecting him, 41; his perso¬ 
nal courage, 42 ; his marriage, ib. ; 
his love of country, 43 ; his ad¬ 
vances to Pitt, 44; attachment to 
Fox, 45; pecuniary difficulties, 46 ; 
artifice to elect him member of 
Brooke’s Club, 47 ; anecdote of, 
49; his employments, 51; indo¬ 
lence of, 52 ; comparison between 
him and Fox, 53; fai’s in secur¬ 
ing his re-election for Stafford, 54 ; 
money transmitted to, by the Prince 
of Wales, ib. ; remarks respecting 
his last days and death, 55; op- 
oses Pitt’s East India Bill, 115, 
is wit, 141; proposes an amend¬ 
ment to the cotton tax, 300; his 
reply to Lord Rolle's accusations, 
301; ridicules Pitt’s proposed ad¬ 
dress to the crown, 356; moves 
for a copy of the report on the pro¬ 
priety of fortifying the dockyards, 
u. 43; his animated speech con¬ 
cerning, 45; remarks on, 46; com¬ 
municates with Major Scott con¬ 
cerning Mr. Hastings, 59; at¬ 
tacks Mr. Dundas’s East India Bill, 
63; his remarks upon Mr. Dundas, 
84; bis motives for extending; im¬ 
punity to Hastings, 93; his re¬ 
marks on the inadequacy of the 


Prince of Wales's income, ii. 95; his 
enquiry respecting news from the 
East, 144; his remarks on Warren 
Hastings, ib. ; his attack upon Mr. 
Jenkinaon, 151; his intention of 
bringing forward the third charge 
against Mr. Hastings, 192 ; his me¬ 
morable speech respecting Hast¬ 
ings’s treatment of the Princesses 
of Oude, 199; admiration of, ib .; 
dramatic passages contained in* 
201; appeals to the feelings of the 
house, 203; his ridicule of Mr. 
Eden, 218 ; undertakes to open the 
charge against Warren Hastings, 
relative to presents, 273; his re¬ 
marks respecting the conduct of, ib .; 
arguments of, respecting the Prince 
of Wales, 289; indefatigable ex¬ 
ertions of, relating to abuses in 
the post office, 334 ; his severe re¬ 
torts upon Mr. Pitt, iii. 39; ob¬ 
servations concerning his conclud¬ 
ing days, 62 ; motion of, respect¬ 
ing W arren Hastings, 102 ; con¬ 
vivial disposition of, 150; proposes 
the erection of a column in Run- 
nemede, to celebrate the Magna 
Charta, 179; his influence over 
the Prince of Wales, 185; his at¬ 
tack upon Pitt, 275; his ques¬ 
tions to, 285; his ascendancy over 
the Prince of Wales, 312; defence 
of Mrs. Fitzherbert, 313; remarks 
respecting him, 314; bis speech 
respecting the regency, 322; 

“ Short review of the political state of 
Great Britain, at the commence¬ 
ment of 1787,” noticed, ii. 181; 
present of the manuscript, 182; 
French translation of, ib. ; its au¬ 
thor suspected, 183; altercation to 
procure copies, 184. 

Sinclair, Sir John, proposed repre¬ 
sentative of the Orkney and Shet¬ 
land Islands, i. 29. 

“ Slave Regulation Bill, intro¬ 
duced by Sir William Dolben, iii. 
95; passed, 126; receives the royal 
assent, ib. 

Smith, Mr. afterwards Lord Carring¬ 
ton, returned to Parliament fot Not¬ 
tingham, i. 67 ; raised to the peer¬ 
age, ib. ; favours bestowed upon, 68* 

- Sir Sidney, particulars re¬ 
specting his detention in the Tem¬ 
ple, i. 218. 
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Smithson, Sir Hugh, tee Northumber¬ 
land , Earl of, 

Somerset House, construction of, iii. 
90; indignation of Mr. Hussey re¬ 
specting, 92. 

Soulliac, Viscount de, governor of the 
Mauritius, sends Monsieur Bonne- 
carre to Calcutta as a spy, i. 131. 

Stafford, Marquis of, see Gower , Earl, 

Stahl, Madame de, remarks in her 
“ Memoirs/ 1 i. 217. 

Stanhope, Charles Stanhope, third 
Earl, his speech on the king's re¬ 
covery, iii. 367. 

-, Mr. Arthur, appointed se¬ 
cretary to Earl of Chesterfield, ii. 20. 

Steele, Mr. account of, i. 149. 

Stormont, Lord, his speeches on the 
regency question, iii. 221. 290. 
302.349. 352, 353. 

Stuart, Lady Anne, her marriage, i. 
18; divorced, 19. 

Surrey, Charles Howard, Earl of, af¬ 
terwards 16th Duke of Norfolk, 
character of, i. 29; proposition to 
Pitt, ib. ; deputy earl marshal of 
England, 30; his excesses, 30, 31; 
anecdotes of, 33; his attachment 
to Mr. Fox, 33 ; waits upon the 
Duke of York, 34; dismissed from 
his lord-lieutenancy, 35, his acti¬ 
vity, ib. ; speech of, on the opening of 
the new parliament, 69 ; his sugges¬ 
tion to Mr. Pitt, on the policy of 
taxing race horses, 141; his disap¬ 
probation of Pitt’s speech at tne 
opening of the parliament of 1785, 
237; his attack upon Mr. Eden, ii. 
18; his enquiry into the Earl of Ches¬ 
terfield’s embassy to Madrid, 21 ; 
quits the lower house, 179. See 
Norfolk, Duke of. 

Sutton, Dr. Manners, appointed Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury, ii. 233 ; ac¬ 
count of, ib, ; his intellectual en¬ 
dowments, 236; his love of field 
sports, 237 ; proposed as a member 
for her majesty's council, iii. 326. 

■■ Sir Richard, undertakes Sir 
Elijah Impey’s defence, iii. 66; 
opposes delay in the proceedings, 
68; addresses the house, 73; do¬ 
cuments introduced by, ib, 

Sydney, (Tommy Townsend) Lord, 
remarks respecting, i. 155; ap¬ 
pointed president of the East India 
Board or Control, 162; delivers to 


George HI. the packet from Nizam 
Ally Cawn, ii. 143; his remarks 
respecting the Regency Bill, iii. 350. 


T. 

Tankerville, Charles Bennet, fifth Earl 
of, his disputes with Lord Carteret, 
ii. 328; receives his dismission as 
post-master-general, ib, ; induces 
Mr. Grey to espouse his cause, ib ,; 
observations of Fox concerning, 
332. 

Temple, the, destroyed by Napoleon, 
i. 220. 

-— Earl, created Marquis of 

Buckingham, i. 228; his services 
to the king, ib, ; his talents, 229; 
his reception of Louis XVIII. 230; 
defends the commercial treaty, ii. 
250; succeeds the Duke of Rut¬ 
land as lord-lieutenant of Ireland, 
352; temperate habits of, ib, 

** The author of Junius ascertained,” 
publication so called, i. 128. 

“ The identity of Junius with a dis¬ 
tinguished living character, esta¬ 
blished,” an anonymous publica¬ 
tion, i. 129. 

Thurlow, Lord Chancellor, disap¬ 
proves of the act for restoring 
forfeited estates, i. 151; defends 
the East India Bill, 155; his 
important services during its pas¬ 
sage, 156 ; justifies the demand of 
Hastings’s counsel, iii. 23; comment 
of, 24 ; his disagreement with Pitt, 
187; the Prince of Wales’s 
treatment of, 188; his offer to, 209 ; 
speeches of, on the regency ques¬ 
tion, 210. 219. 243. 288. 299; 
caricature of him and his colleagues, 
310; his indisposition, 316; pro¬ 
posed as a member of her majesty’s 
council, 326; proposes adjourning 
the regency bin in consequence of 
the king’s recovery, 352 ; his reply 
to the Duke of Norfolk, 355. 

Townshend, Hon. John, character of, 
i. 4. 

-— Lord John, elected mem¬ 
ber for Westminster, iii. 151. 

--Dowager Viscountess, 

death of, iii. 46; account of, 47. 

* ■■ ■« Alderman, his astonish¬ 

ment at the unbecoming language 
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of Mr. Courtenay, ii. 313 ; adverts 
to the proceedings against Hastings, 
ib .; death of, 315. 

Tyrconnel, Earl of, his marriage, iii. 
193; M.P. for Scarborough, ib. 

-— Countess of, the Duke of 

York's attachment to, iii. 193. 


V. 

Yanneck, Sir Joshua, created Lord 
Huntingfield, i. 67. 

Vansittart, George, M.P. for Berks, 
his question to Mr. Burke, iii. 260. 

Vandreuil, Monsieur de, his intimacy 
with Marie Antoinette, i. 196. 

Vergennes, Count de, death of, ii. 
227 ; his talents, ib .; opinion of 
the Duke of Dorset respecting, ib .; 
his meditated hostilities, 228. 

Versailles, superb spectacle at, i. 
173 ; dissipation at the court of, 
ii. 177; Duke of Dorset, ambassador 
to the court of, 180. 

Victor Amadaeus III. King of Sardinia, 
his reasons for refusing to receive 
back his daughter after her marriage 
with the Count d’Artois, i. 202. 

Vincennes, castle of, thrown open to 
the public, i. 212; retrospection of 
state prisoners in, 213. 

Vyner, Mr. M. P. for Thirske, cha¬ 
racter of, iii. 195 ; his reply to 
Pitt's speech, ib .; speech of re¬ 
specting the proposed adjournment 
on the king’s recovery, 354. 


W. 

Waldegrave, Lord, death of, i. 226. 

Wales, George Prince of, congratu¬ 
lates Fox on being returned for 
Westminster, i. 14; entertainments 
given by, 15.17 ; remarks respect¬ 
ing him, ib .; money transmitted by, 
to Sheridan, 54 ; his attachment to 
Lord Eldon, 94 ; his inadequate 
income discussed, ii. 95; debt in¬ 
curred by, 97 ; his excesses, 114; 
his domestic embarrassments, 154; 
dissolveshishousehold,155; remarks 
respecting, ib .; his appearance, 156; 
oppressive debts of, 285; determi¬ 
nation of his advisers, ib .; debates 
upon, 287, 288; his readiness to 


prove his debts, ii. 292 ; debate re¬ 
specting, 295 ; affability of, 297 ; 
grants an interview to Mr. Dun- 
das, 305; states his incumbrances, 
ib. ; admits Mr. Pitt to an au¬ 
dience, 306; discussion refer- 
ing to his embarrassments termi¬ 
nated, 337; augmentation of his 
income, 338; attends Lady Wil¬ 
liam Gordon's assembly, 345; 
remark of, respecting Count Fersen, 
ib. ; his conversation with lady 
Clermont, 346; informs Fox of the 
king’s insanity, 183 ; his confiden¬ 
tial friends, 184; determines on a 
change of administration, 185; 
secures the cooperation of Prince 
Frederick, 191; debates respecting 
his regency, 203; his offers to Lord 
Thurlow, 209; negotiation with, 
218; Pitt’s letter to, 252; his 
reply, 254 ; consents to accept the 
regency, 255; his promises to the 
members, 269; Pitt's proposed 
conditions for his regency, 271 ; 
restrictions upon, 272 ; deputation 
to from both houses, 299; his 
reply, 300; medals respecting 
his regency, 310; his attachment 
to Sheridan, 312 ; deputation to, 
from the Irish parliament, 357 ; his 
answer, 358 ; waits upon the king, 
361. 

Wallace, Lady, singular character 
of, iii. 48 ; dramatic talent of, 49; 
death of, ib. 

Walsingham, Thomas de Grey, second 
Lord, member of the board of con¬ 
trol, i. 162 ; dismissed, 163 ; offered 
the post of governor-general of Ben¬ 
gal, ii. 62; remarks upon him, ib. ; 
termination of the negociation, ib. 

Walwyn, Mr. M.P. for Hereford, 
objects to the measure for fortifying 
dock-yards, ii. 45. 

Warren, Dr. his professional skill, iii. 
189; his partiality for the Prince 
of Wales, 191; debate respecting 
him, 261; his opinion of the king’s 
convalescence, 329; conversation 
with George 111. 348; his bulletin 
respecting, 349; his report, 356. 

Watson, Dr. Bishop of Ll&ndaff, 
his speech on the regency, iii. 
288. 

. . Brook, Alderman, account 

of, i. 144; anecdote of,145. 
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Weltjee, Mr. account of, iii. 331; 
letter written in his name, 332. 

Westminster election, scrutiny of the, 
i. 73. 238. 270. 273. 

Whitworth, Earl, introduced to Marie 
Antoinette, i. 187 ; account of him, 
188; his intimacy with the Countess 
Gerbetzow, 189; married to the 
Duchess of Dorset, 191; sent am¬ 
bassador to the French republic, 
193; his prodigious elevation, ib. 
194. 

Wilberforce, Mr. M.P. for the county 
of York, digests a plan for sup¬ 
pressing the Slave Trade, iii. 85 ; 
prevented from bringing it forward, 
ib. 

Wilbraham, Roger, M.P. for Wel- 
ston, seconds Burke’s motion rela¬ 
tive to the Rohilla war, ii. 132. 

Wilkes, Mr. his display of wit, ii. 
308; his comparison respecting 
Warren Hastings, ib. 

William Heniy, Prince, afterwards 
Duke of Clarence, and King of 
England, particulars of, ii. 114; 
Commander of the Pegase, 156; 
personal courage of, iii. 153. 

Willis, Dr. Francis, summoned to 
attend George III. iii. 197 ; proof 
of his influence over him, 198 ; his 
reports respecting him, 202. 257 ; 
Burke’s remarks respecting him, 
270. 

Windham, Mr. M.P. for Norwich, 
his parliamentary talents, i. 57; 
character of, 241; comparison be¬ 
tween him and Burke, 242; his 
want of judgment, 243 ; opens the 
sixth charge against Warren Hast¬ 
ings, ii. 260; nature of, ib. ; sup¬ 
port of the motion, 262. 

Wodehouse, Sir John, elevated to the 
peerage, i. 3. 

Wraxall, Sir Nathaniel, his intimacy 
with Viscount Galway, i. 2 ; visits 
the vault of the Cavendish family, 
8; dines with Lord Surrey, 30; 
breakfasts with him, 33; intimacy 
with Sheridan, 53; enters the house 
of commons, 66; votes with Mr. 
Pitt on the question relative to the 
Westminster election, 72 ; the ob¬ 
ject of royal and ministerial en¬ 
mity, 74; dines with Lord Erskine, 
83; present at a debate respecting 
the Westminster election, 96; in¬ 


timacy with Lord North, i. 109 ; his 
supposition respecting the author of 
Junius, 128. 137, 138 n.; his in¬ 
timacy with Mr. Rose, 148 ; visits 
Paris, 173 ; visits the castle of 
Vincennes, 212 ; conversation with 
Sir Sydney Smith, 218; with Lieut. 
Wright, 219 ; with Gen. Manners, 
225; votes with ministers on the 
Westminster scrutiny question, 273 ; 
opposes the bill for amending the 
representation of the English par¬ 
liament, 296; his supposition re¬ 
specting the authors of the “ Pro¬ 
bationary Odes,” 297; his know¬ 
ledge of Mr. Lacam, 330; his 
opinion of Hastings’s political acts, 
333 ; dines with the Earl of Port- 
more, 339; his interview with 
Lord Sackville, 354; visits Paris, 
361; his visits to the Duke 
of Mecklenburg Strelitz, 373; 
to the Queen of Denmark at 
Zell, 374; sets out for Hamburgh, 
376; undertakes a commission to 
the queen at Zell, 378; his inter¬ 
view with the Baron de Schimmel- 
man, ib. ; with the Baron de Bulow, 
380. 387. 392; sets out for Zell, 
381; draws up a letter to the queen, 
382 ; presents it to her, 383; re¬ 
turns to Zell, 389; conversation 
with the queen, 390 ; arrives in Lon¬ 
don, 393 ; conversation with Baron 
Lichtenstein, 394; his dangerous 
journey to Zell, 397; interview 
with the queen, 399, 406; arrives 
in London, 409; hears of the 
queen’s death, 411 ; waits on Lord 
North, 417 ; remunerated for his 
trouble, 418 ; hears of Lord Sack- 
ville’s death, ib. ; remarks on his 
correspondence with him, 419. 421. 
423; his acquaintance with Mr. 
Eden, 438; letter from the Duke of 
Dorset to, 440; his visits to Sir 
John Macpherson, ii. 10; intimacy 
with Dr. Dodd, 24; votes for 
fortifying the dockyards of Ports¬ 
mouth and Plymouth, 50; believes 
Sir Philip Francis to be the au¬ 
thor of “Junius,” 61; dines with 
Sir John Macpherson, 72; his 
comparison between Pitt and Pe¬ 
ricles, 73; his respect for Mr. 
Hastings, 108; votes against 
Burke’s proposition respecting War- 
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ren Hastings, ii. 131; his visits to 
Lord Rodney, 150; remarks in 
the Duke of Queensberry’s note to, 
165; his conversation with some of 
the officers who fought in the battle 
of Mollwitz, 166; remarks in the 
Duke of Dorset’s letter to, 180; 
publishes his “ Short Review of 
the Political State of Great Bri¬ 
tain,” 181; his secrecy respect¬ 
ing the author, 183; conver¬ 
sation with Mr. Debrett, 184; 
letter from Debrett to, 185; 
votes in favour of Hastings, 213 ; 
his intimacy with M. Calonne, 225; 
letters from the Duke of Dorset to, 
226, 227; intimacy with the Che¬ 
valier de la Luzerne, 229; visits 
the Viscountess de la Luzerne, 
230; opposes Mr. Pelham’s mo¬ 
tion respecting Warren Hastings, 
244; his acquaintance with Lord 
Delaval, 248; votes against Sir 
James Erskine’s motion respecting 
Warren Hastings, 258 ; supports 
Wilkes’s motion relative to Warren 
Hastings, 319 ; anecdote related to, 
by Sir John Macpherson, 320 ; his 
intimacy with the Earl and Countess^ 
of Clermont, 339. 343 ; passes part' 
of the autumn of 1787, in Paris, 
356 ; intimacy with Count Belgio- 
joso, 362; predilection for Lords 
Worth and Sackville, iii. 6; pre¬ 
judiced against Sir Elijah Impey, 
10; present at the trial of Warren 
Hastings, 21; acquaintance with 
Col. Fullarton, 29 ; attends the re¬ 
presentation of “ The Ton,” by 
Lady Wallace, 48 ; supports Pitt 
in the debate on the naval promo* 
tions, 54 ; leaves London to avoid 
voting for Sir Elijah Impey, 69 ; 
disapproves of his conduct, 70; 
conversation with Lord Chatham, 
129; story related to, by Lord 
Sandwich, 145; conversation with 


Hugh Elliot, iii. 163; leaves Lon¬ 
don for Bath, 176; returns to Lon¬ 
don, 178; acquaintance with the 
Countess of Tyrconnel, 192 ; dines 
with Sir James Macpherson, 214; 
conversation with Gen. Manners, 
221; his admiration of Pitt, 223; 
supports him on the regency ques¬ 
tion, 230.278 ; votes for Sir rletcher 
Norton’s dismissal, 249; intimacy 
with Mr. Loveden, 257; his visits 
to the Duchess of Gordon, 267 ; 
the Earl of Clermont’s propositions 
to, 268 ; purchases a regency medal, 
310; conversation with Sir Lucas 
Pepys, 330; his services to Pitt, 
372 ; letters from Baron de Secken- 
dorf to, respecting the Queen of 
Denmark, 375—396; letters from 
Baron Bulow to, on the same sub¬ 
ject, 401 ; from the Baron de Lich¬ 
tenstein, 403. 

Wray, Sir Cecil, M.P. for Westmin¬ 
ster, i. 5; character of, 6; exer¬ 
tions, for his re-election, 13 ; pe¬ 
tition of, 73; his proposition re¬ 
specting the Westminster scrutiny, 
248. 

Wright, Lieut, account of his impri¬ 
sonment in the Temple, i. 219. 


Y. 

Yonge, Sir George, secretanr at war, 
one of the deputation to the Prince 
of Wales from the Commons, iii. 
299; presents the army estimates, 
371. 

York, Duke of, see Frederic , Prince. 

—- Archbishop of, proposed as a 
member for her majesty’s council, 
iii. 326. 

Yorke, Mr. afterwards Earl of Hard¬ 
wire, approves of the address on 
the king’s recovery, iii. 365. 


THE END. 
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